














vianners

| attended my first U.S. OPEN in December and had a great
time. The players were phenomenal and the glass court is a
great place to watch top competition. These were my impres-
sions and observations.

| thought the players talked way too much. Why are the play-
ers wired?? You don't find this in tennis, golf, bowling, or any
other sport | can think of. Most of the talk was criticism of the
referee, and | thought this greatly detracted from the profes-
sionalism of the sport. In one match, the player (male) actu-
ally ridiculed the referee’s skill as a player. Players should be
cautioned and then penalized for continually arguing with
the referee. In football or basketball this kind of behavior would
draw an immediate penalty.

Since most players continually complain about the referee,
then why not add a line judge to assist in calling foot faults,
skips and bad serves? Surely another set of professional eyes
would go a long way to ensure most of the calls are correct.

D. Scott White | Hollywood, 5.C.

Exception

[ recently re-read an article
published in your May-June
‘99 issue. That article was
reportedly on “Tournament
Values” by Tom Slear. The
opening paragraphs of the
article featured Colin
Callahan,  from the
Annapolis Merritt Club, as
tournament director for the
American Cancer Society. In
brief, Callahan would be
wise in choosing not to
referee future open matches
until he understands the
rules. Additionally, he needs

to learn to treat all players
fairly, without favoritism to
“homeboys.” Had Callahan stuck to the USRA rules and guide-
lines, he would’ve had no problem.

As editor, you should be cautioned against narrow-minded-
ness and guard against material misrepresentation. Facts
are facts but misdirected journalism can be costly and damag-
ing at best. Instead of printing articles that bring out the venom
in us, why not publish articles that will uplift and benefit
our sport. In the future your scoop reporter, Tom Slear, would
be better served to get his facts straight. It makes for bad jour-
nalism and can create a domino effect. Tournament directors
need to get their priorities straight. Athletes don’t want to
travel great distances, give up quality family time, incur addi-
tional travel and lodging expenses ($150-$200) to be
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mistreated at tournaments. Bring the fun, integrity and family
atmosphere back to the tournament scene. You'll see a differ-
ence. If not, I'll see you at the beach!

We should keep in mind that all of us have an obligation to
set high standards for racquetball, not just today, but for future
generations. When we're long gone, what will they say about
our legacy? Will they call us “racquet-brawlers” and “whin-
ers” or will they say [we] are great athletes, have generous
hearts and are dedicated to helping one another for vari-
ous causes in society? Let's get the rules straight, stick by them
and make sure everyone is on an even playing field. We need
to change our attitude soon, or the sport will go by the
wayside. We will be remembered as strictly a recreational sport.
Tournaments will no longer exist or be few and far between.

Edward |. Garabedian | West Chester, PA

[From the Editor: 1'd like to re-iterate that the main purpose of
the article was to present the toumament director (not the entrant)
perspective on issues and concerns associated with hosting events
(not playing in them). With dwindling numbers of tournament
directors as its premise, the article was meant to provide some
insight as to why that might be. The author did a very thorough
job of illustrating a wide range of possible reasons. Any “broad-
minded” approach that helps players fully understand what it
takes to run a tournament is worth its weight in entry fees!]

[The Author Responds: The thrust of my article was summarized
by a sentence in the third paragraph from the end which said,
in essence, that tournament directors get nothing but aggra-
vation and financial headaches for their efforts while the players
Just keep expecting more and more. Given Mr. Garabedian’s crit-
icism of volunteer tournament director Colin Callahan (at a tour-
nament staged for charity, no less), | rest my case. As for Mr.
Garabedian’s suggestion that | get my facts straight — nowhere
in his rebuttal does he specify a single fact that | reported inac-
curately.]

Tournament House of Champions

While it’s true that we have recently re-modeled our facility
in order to remain competitive (removing a court to install
fitness equipment), we have always been, are and will always
be totally dedicated to our first love ... racquetball. In a couple
of months we will be remembering one of our great friends
who, sadly, is no longer with us — Craig McCoy. And because
we often host some of the country’s best tournaments; and
because we are celebrating our 21st anniversary, | thought
it might be nice to compliment ourselves a little.

Many national champions - professional, amateur, masters,
juniors, male and female — have grown up, played and still
compete at our club. Rich Wagner, Craig McCoy, Steve Lerner,
Jeff Conine and Kelly Gelhaus have all been highly-ranked pros
and national champions. Robin Dixon, Jack Crowther, Richard
Chabolla, Vance Lerner, Len Kaiser, Larry Rankin and Cindy
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(Doyle) Conine all play, or did play, at
the Tournament House and have all
eamed national titles in singles or doubles
at some point in their careers.

I would guess that this list of players (and
their many accomplishments) could
match that of any club in the country.
Why do so many champions hang out
at Tournament House? My belief is that,
through the years, we have remained
unique ... a “throw-back” to our sport’s
glory days. We've grown with the chang-
ing times of fitness, but we have
remained totally committed to keeping
and promoting racquetball. Most of the
people mentioned here grew up in this
club, and still work out there today - a
nice bit of history about a pretty neat
place to play racquetball - the
Tournament House in Riverside.

Vance Lerner | Murrieta, California

Verification

In reference to a board campaign plat-
form statement made in the last issue
[March/April, pg. 48], I'd like to clarify
that there are a series of methods used
to verify skill levels, including a process
very clearly outlined and forwarded to
each AmPRO instructor for use in iden-
tifying and certifying player levels.
Although all athletes do not choose to
be skill-tested in this manner, this first
method of obtaining a skill level verifi-
cation is widely available. In fact, a simi-
lar process is used in competitive tennis
and squash.

Further, there is a second method which
is based on the level of play actually
competed (and verified by the state pres-
ident) which | believe may actually be
more valid than the first since it measures
an athlete’s performance against peers
within their state.

And a third verification exists at the
national level, in which individuals are
measured against their peers once they
have competed in a national event. For
national event certifications, this becomes
the most accurate method to establish
competitive structure between states
which offer differing levels of competi-
tion.
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To disagree with the process is certainly
legitimate, but to infer that there is no
process at all, or that the one in place
has no validity, is irresponsible.

Dr. Jim Hiser | USRA

Virtuality

Please stay with the magazine format!
| like to take it with me to read while
at lunch or while riding an exercycle at
the fitness center. Also, the exposure the
magazine gets when | carry it around
acts as an effective advertisement. | have
taken it to the office a couple of times
and it gets attention, as it does at the
fitness center or at a restaurant.

By putting the magazine online, | could
print out the pages and read them later,
but | wouldn't print out all of the pages
that | actually wind up reading in the
magazine. Plus, the magazine is in color
with sharp photos on glossy paper. The
pages would look somewhat woeful on
my color inkjet printer.

Thanks for producing one of my absolute
favorite magazines. | especially love
Sudsy’s Magic Show as well as keeping
up with what'’s happening on the tour.

Rick Collins | via email

| just finished reading your editorial
[March/April] about reading the maga-
zine and the Interet. Well, the bad thing
is that | am able to read it on the Internet
before | get the magazine, when | would
rather be able to pick it off the table than
have to sit in front of a computer screen
to read it. It's faster than having to wait
for your computer to boot up, then have
to sign on, then find the web page and
wait for that to come up. No thank you.
I'd much rather pick it up or put it down
whenever | want. Another good thing is
you can take it to work with ya.

Kelly Reed | North Little Rock, AR

Please, don't even think about not print-
ing Racquetball Magazine — charge more
for it if you have to. At the current price
of “free” with a USRA membership, it’s
a bargain! | am gladly willing to pay
more to keep your magazine in print
form since [ use the photos of top play-
ers all the time. They are great to give
new, young players as a visual aid of
proper stroke technique. The instruc-
tional articles are wonderful. It's not easy
to take a desktop into the court! Going
exclusively online would be a big
mistake. Both my sons and | constantly
flip through the pages and often talk
about the various articles. I'm sure we're
not alone.

Patrick Hostman | St. Louis, MO
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| recently came across a post in the newsgroup referring to
your editorial in the March-April edition and [then] read it.
Although | am a heavy user of the internet (6-8 hours per
day), | would prefer to receive the paper copy as well as being
able to view articles online. My primary arguments are that:
Many players | know travel — there is nothing better than
being able to carry the mag with you, and; my laptop won't
fit on the stairmaster (no matter how hard I try to hold it
up there). It's much easier to read and be inspired with the
paper copy while | prepare for another tournament. Thanks
and keep up the good work!

Daniel G. Howard | Kansas City, MO

I read the latest editorial about publishing the magazine in
electronic format in order to save the cost of mailing the
printed version out to all members. While this is a reasonable
proposal, | really think that would be a bad idea for a couple
of reasons. First, no one | know likes to read any large volume
of text off a computer, which is why many newspapers and
magazines do publish all their content on the web also (they
have little worry of people reading the entire thing on the
net). Reading extensively off a monitor is still very tiring on
the eyes and manipulating large articles with text is choppy
and cumbersome on a PC.

Secondly, | don't think nearly as many people as you think
have ready access to the net. Many have access only at work
where they can send a few emails but not do a lot of read-
ing. This concept probably will work in the future, and | think
it is a good principle, but | dont think we are there yet
Steve Kowkabany | Greenwood, SC

From the Editor: Interestingly, those who held a “pro” opinion for
abandoning the print version (primarily for re-directed cost savings)
didn't actually write to the magazine to express their thoughts,
but instead chose to limit their comments to the internet.

Clowning Around

I do a safety program with the third graders in the Central
Pennsylvania area, and | promote racquetball by giving all the
children an autographed racquetball with my logo on it. In
1997, | distributed 2,314 racquetbalis from all over the coun-
try. I received the racquets, gloves and glasses for our junior
program from the USRA, my contact with middle school and
the high schools is very good, and we hope to triple our juniors
in the next few months.

The junior program is the only place we can expand our knowl-
edge and apply it to the youngsters and keep the great game
of racquetball alive and thriving. | am still a youngster at
the game myself, only being in my sixth full year of compet-
ing. | have befriended so many wonderful people who | have
become quite fond of, including your great staff. If there is
anything that | can do for the USRA in my capacity as an
AmPro instructor — or as Spoony the clown — please do not
hesitate to ask me. | can travel on a moment’s notice!

G. “Spoony” Morrill | Harrisburg, PA
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Don’t forget the Pro Shop

| applaud Luke and the USRA for encouraging players to
purchase equipment and apparel from those companies that
are involved in the promotion and advancement of this great
sport. His article however, failed to mention a critical link to
this issue. While it is obvious that we as a racquetball commu-
nity should reward and support those companies that are
assisting in the promotion and above all growth of the game,
let’s not forget that the court club facilities are also a very crit-
ical link to the very survival of the sport.

Therefore, | would hope that the USRA also take the stance
that players should always — first and foremost — try to
purchase any apparel, equipment and gear from their local
court club establishment. We desperately need to convince
court club owners across this country that racquetball can be,
and is, a profitable venture. If the members and patrons of all
racquetball facilities look towards that facility for their equip-
ment needs it will go a long way towards reversing this unfor-
tunate trend of clubs closing and/or tearing out their courts.

As a court club owner that has just added two courts back
into service, | urge all USRA members to support your local
court club facilities when it comes to purchasing any racquet-
ball related items. If they don't carry what you're looking for,
ask them and I’ sure that in most cases they will be happy
to get it for you.

Geoff Hunter | Naples, FL
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regain his focus. Williams dove for the game’s final pass
down the right sidewall, but was unable to get there in
time to return the shot.

The second game proved to be far less dramatic, as
Huczek jumped to an 8-0 lead before Williams managed
to hit a rollout to score his one and only point of the
game. Huczek, whose shots to the front right corner
were Williams’ downfall, captured the match and boys’
singles title, 15-1.

“I was really tired in the second game,” Williams said
tollowing the match. “I played that tight semifinal
match this morning against Bart (Crawford), and then
we played our doubles match before this one. I think 1
could have forced a tiebreaker if I could have just kept
my energy against him in the second game. It just
wasn't there.”

Huczek extended his appointment to the U.S. Junior
National Team by a year, in addition to becoming the
third player from Michigan to win a U.S. National High
School Championships singles title, the only state to
claim more than one high school singles titleholder.

Freshman Bests Senior
Defending Champ

With its 66 players, the girls’
singles gold division was not as
large as the boys’, but its tinal
did hold just as much excite-
ment. Defending-champion
Kristen Walsh came into the
championships seeking not only
to defend her own singles title
in her senior year, but also
hoping to aid Skyline High
School in its bid for the overall
team title. In doing so she
entered three divisions — girls’
singles, doubles and mixed
doubles.

Unlike the boy’s division, the
girls team qualitier featured only
two U.S. Junior National Team
members: top-seeded Walsh and
14-year-old Adrienne Fisher
(left), who despite her number-
two seeding was discounted by
several due to her young age.
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Fourth-seed Jane Rombach of Nenrix Hall High School
was the local favorite, while third-seed Jenny Cary of
Aloha High School drew many of the Oregon fans.

The round of 64 held little excitement for the girls’
singles division as all but one of the top-eight seeds
captured easy wins, each allowing their opponents less
than five points per match. Cary was the only top-seed
who struggled slightly in her match against Nerinx
Hall’s Emily Schumert, before winning in straight games
of 15-8, 15-9.

The top seeds continued to advance with ease into the
round of sixteen. It was there that fifth-seed Mary
Martin was forced into a tiebreaker against St. Joseph
High’s Molly Keegan. After winning the first game 15-3,
Martin dropped the second game to Keegan 10-15, but
quickly rebounded to take the match in an 11-0
tiebreaker. Both Walsh and Fisher continued their domi-
nance through the draw, both allowing their opponents
to total three points or less in the first three rounds.

Rombach met her first major challenge in the quarterfi-
nals against Martin. Rombach took the first game 15-7,
but Martin overpowered her opponent to win the
second game, 15-13. Despite a strong Oregon contin-
gent backing Martin, Rombach was the hometown
favorite and her teammates cheered her through the 11-
4 tiebreaker victory.

Fisher’s dominance began to waver a bit in the quarter-
finals when she met Wakefield High'’s Kris Alatorre-
Martin. Fisher pulled out the 15-9, 15-10 win, but made
many wonder how she would match up against her
semitinal opponent Cary, who had breezed past quarter-
tinal-opponent Amy Hollingsworth, 15-1, 15-1. Walsh
also continued to roll, knocking off Colorado’s Erica
Beaudry, 15-1, 15-4.

The semifinals continued to prove easy for Walsh, who
made quick work of Rombach, 15-0, 15-4, while Fisher’s
struggles continued. Although she did advance to the
tinals, 15-9, 15-9 over Cary, it was not by as large a
margin as her finals opponent had done.

Many spectators had their doubts concerning the fresh-
man’s ability to take on Walsh contirmed when Fisher
dropped the first game of the finals, 15-4. But with the
coaching of her father Rex, Adrienne came back to turn
the tables on Kristen, taking the second game with an
answered score of 15-4.
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It’s been some time since I
[ast brought you up to date
on what is happening with
our sport on the interna-
tional level. But before I do,
I'd like to address those who
feel that we should not be
involved in this larger field
of endeavor, and that all
efforts should be focused on
the sport’s development here
in the United States. For
some initial perspective on
this debate, it’s important to
note that international
projects draw a very small percentage of staff resources
(under 10%) and that no funds from USRA membership
dues are allocated to their use. In fact, for the purpose
of evaluating efforts to develop the sport worldwide,
perhaps we should take the USRA out of the picture
altogether for just a moment.

The International Racquetball Federation has no paid
staff and is run by volunteers worldwide. The IRF has 92
member countries (of which the U.S. is only one) and
generates its operating monies through a variety of
sources, including Olympic Dream auctions, World
Senior Championship fundraisers, the Worldsport.com
internet sponsorship, member country dues, and
stipends from the International Olympic Committee.
Efforts by the IRF have resulted in racquetball being
included in a series of 10C approved multi-sport
competitions, while it recognizes the IRF World
Championships, World Senior Championships,
Regional/Nationals Championships held in Europe,
Asia, and the Americas and the World Junior
Championships. The IRF has applied for inclusion on
future programs of the Mediterranean, and Asian
Games which, along with the Pan American Games, are
second only to the Olympics in participation and pres-
tige. Currently, the National Olympic Committees of 30
countries (of which the U.S. is only one) officially recog-
nize the sport of racquetball, plus support the develop-
ment of their national athletes in the sport through
training, competition, and career positions. Why all this
effort?

Now we can return to the United States as an example.
By virtue of our full member status in the IRE the USRA
(as an association) and its athletes (as a group, and indi-
vidually) are eligible for direct USOC funding support.

RACQUETBALL

This support comes in the form of grassroots develop-
ment funds to strengthen the sport in the U.S., plus
direct monetary support for our U.S. Team competitors
in the form of grants, career opportunities, training
stipends, performance bonuses, plus travel and competi-
tion expenses when they represent the U.S. at interna-
tional events. Nowhere in this equation are USRA
membership dollars used in support of these types of
activities. In fact, it’s quite the opposite.

As a recognized National Governing Body [NGB] under
the congressional Amateur Sports Act, the USRA
receives support from the USOC for many of its
programs and the development of its athletes. Fach and
every other major sport — other than American
Football — have NGB's that take part in these funding
opportunities. They’d be foolish not to. When racquet-
ball actually becomes a medal sport on an Olympic
Program, this type of support could triple - in both
program and athlete support — for the benefit of every-
one who enjoys racquetball.

When might we be on the program? Not before 2008.
Sports are selected seven years in advance of the Games
and our next real chance will be in 2002. What are our
chances? A great deal depends on new leadership
within the IOC and how it will deal with the very seri-
ous problem of the Olympics becoming so large that no
city or country can afford to host them [gigantism].

To sum up in the simplest terms: international develop-
ment of racquetball does not re-direct resources (like
your membership dues) from the sport domestically. If
we chose not to pursue international development in
general — or the Olympics in particular — funds used in
those pursuits would not magically become available for
re-allocation into domestic programs, they would simply
disappear altogether. That's right. Gone. Along with a
host of value-in-kind services, sponsorships and other
outside funds that provide operating revenues for USRA
programs that benefit members like you.

So it’s a good thing for racquetball to spread worldwide,
to expand its market, to remain active in the U.S.
Olympic movement, and become an important compo-
nent of so many National Olympic Committee’s devel-
opmental programs abroad. By doing so, it has gone a
long way in building an excellent future. If you disre-
gard actual player populations, it's far easier to see that
the “larger” global environment supports the “smaller”
single-country goals quite well.
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USRA All-Time Award Winners

HALL OF FAME
Inducted in 2000:

Inducted in 1999:
Inducted in 1997:

Inducted in 1996:

Inducted in 1994:
Inducted in 1992:
Inducted in 1991:
Inducted in 1989:
Inducted in 1988:
Inducted in 1982:

Inducted in 1974:

Inducted in 1973:

Van Dubolsky (Florida)
Ruben Gonzalez (New York)
Jim Winterton (New York)
Earl Acuff (North Carolina)
Lynn Adams Clay (lllinois)
Marty Hogan (Missouri)
Chuck Leve (lllinois)

Heather McKay (Australia)
Dave Peck (Texas)

Mike Yellen (Michigan)
Mary Low Acuff (North Carolina)
Keith Calkins (California)
Johnny Hennen (Tennessee)
Gary Mazaroff (New Mexico)
Jo Kenyon (Florida)

Jim Austin (Texas)

Cindy Baxter (Pennsylvania)
£d Remen (Virginia)

Charlie Garfinkel (New York)
William Schmidtke (Minn.)
Luzell Wilde (Utah)

Robert J. Kendler (lllinois)
Gene Grapes (Pennsylvania)
L.R. Gumer (Kentucky)
Charlie Brumfield (California)
Joseph Sobek (Connecticut)
Peggy Steding (Texas)

Bud Muehleisen (California)
Larry Lederman (Wisconsin)

USRA ATHLETES OF THE YEAR

1999 Adam Karp (Calif.) Cheryl Gudinas (Illinois)
1998 Adam Karp (Calif.) Jackie Paraiso (Calif.)
1997 Dan Obremski (Pa.) Michelle Gould (Idaho)
1996 = Todd O'Neil (Texas) Michelle Gould (Idaho)
1995 - Michael Bronfeld (Calif.) Michelle Gould (Idaho)
1994 Michael Bronfeld (Calif.) Robin Levine (Calif.)
1993 . John Ellis (Calif.) Michelle Gould (Idaho)
1992 - Chris Cole (Mich.) Michelle Gilman Gould (Id.)
1991 . Tim Sweeney (lIl.) Michelle Gilman (Ore.)
1990 - -Andy Roberts (Tenn.) Michelle Gilman (Ore.)
1989 Tim Doyle (N.Y.) Michelle Gilman (Ore.)
1988 Andy Roberts (Tenn.) Toni Bevelock (Calif.)
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1987
1986
1985
1984
1983
1982
1981
1980
1979
1978
1977
1976
1975
1974

Jim Cascio

Egan Inoue (Hawaii)
Ed Remen (Va.)

Jay Schwartz (Fla.)
Larry Fox

Ed Andrews

Bud Muehlheisen
Bud Muehlheisen
Bob McNamara

Bob McNamara

Bill Schmidtke

Diane Green (Fla.)
Cindy Baxter
Cindy Baxter
Mary Dee

Cindy Baxter
Cindy Baxter
Carol Frenck
Carol Frenck

Jan Pasternak

Sara Green

Janell Marriott
Jan Pasternak

USRA AGE GROUP ATHLETES OF THE YEAR
Bud Muehleisen Award

1999
1998
1997
1996
1995
1994
1993

1992
1991
1990

Jimmy Lowe (Wash.)
Dave Watson (Okla.)
Mitt Layton (Fla.)
Victor Sacco (N.Y.)
Bobby Sanders (Ohio)
Ron Galbreath (Pa.)
Johnny Hennen (Tenn.)
& Ron Galbreath (Pa.)
Dave Peck (Texas)
Paul Banales (Ariz.)
Dave Kovanda (Ohio)

Peggy Steding Award

Jo Kenyon (Fla.)

Sharon Hastings-Welty (Ore.)
Debra Tisinger (Calif.)
Eileen Tuckman (Fla.)
Shelley Ogden (Ohio)

Gerri Stoffregen-(Ohio)
Susan Morgan Pfahler (Fla.)

Janet Myers (5.C.)
Kathy Mueller (Minn.)

USRA JUNIOR ATHLETES OF THE YEAR*
Shane Vanderson (Ohio) Brooke Crawford (Ore.)

1999
1998
1997
1996
1995
1994
1993
1992
1991

Josh Tucker (Mo.)
Rocky Carson (Calif.)
Rocky Carson (Calif.)
Shane Wood (Mass.)
Shane Wood (Mass.)
Shane Wood (Mass.)
James Mulcock (N.M.)
Sudsy Monchik (N.Y.)

Brooke Crawford (Ore.)
Sara Borland (lowa)

Sadie Gross (N.D.)
Vanessa Tulao (Tenn.)
Shannon Feaster (D.C.)
Tammy Brockbank (Idaho)
Elkova Icenogle (Calif.)
Elkova Icenogle (Calif;)

* Junior athletes "of the year" are listed as of the date of the
award (which is given without pre-notification), for
achievements which span a "season" instead of a calendar
year. All other awards are based on a calendar year record,
and cited according to that calendar year (not the date of
induction/recognition).
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