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FROM MY SIDE OF THE COURI 
by Bob Szuch 

On Iuesday, May 17th, a special meeting of the Michigan 
Racquetball Association was held in Lansing The following 
is a btief snyopsis of what transpired at that meeting 

The team concept was discussed The entry fee will go 
f ~ o m  $10 to $12 for the 1983-1984 season. Teams will be 
limited to 4 members and the point system will be 10-5-3-2-1 
Ted Dutcher will be administrator of the team concept psc- 
g a m  for the upcoming season, 

Two new divisions will be intsoduced at the states next 
season The Junio~ 17 and undei, and the Junior 15 and unde~ 
will have an "A" and " B  division 'This was done to insure 
equal competition for that age group The idea of a Pro Open 
division was discussed again, but nothing was done on this 
matte1 

Entry Fees were set fbr the 1983-1984 season Regular 
divisions $20; Juniors $15; Team concept $12. The doubles 
entry fee has not been decided on as of May 17th, 

The MRA dues will go from $3 to $5 for the 1983.-1984 
season,. For this increase, the MRA will cover the cost of its 
newsletter, and will be able to mail all entries to all members 
for the UD-coming season Membership cards will also be - 
issued, 

A committee composed of Jim Emerson, Jack Labaido, 
JimEasterling, Ted Dutcher and myselfwere given the task to 
develop a guidelme for the system of doing the draws We are 
to report back prior to the 1st MRA stop 

A new entry design was approved for the 1983-1984 
season, 

For the 1983-84 season, no refunds will be given after the 
draws axe made for any MRA stop Also, no names will be 
added to the draw once the draw is complete The 3 tourna- 
ment rule is still in effect. 

Canadian 01 out-of-state players will not be eligible for any 
state championship (Singles-Doubles-Juniors) 

Other issues were tabled until further notice 
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PRESIDENI'S CORNER 
by Jim Easterling 

As you ~.ead this letter, I will no longer be President of the 
MRA I have been President for the past two yeas  and feel it 
is time to step down and let someone else carry the ball f o ~  
awhile June 7, 1983, will be the last board meeting at which I 
will be President, 

Yes, I do indeed plan on being a board member of the 
MRA in the years to come I have been lucky and seen a lot 
of good things happen with racquetball and the MRA while I 
have been in office 

I have seen the MRA Boaxd take a new diiection and start 
running the tournaments themselves which adds to the quality 
and consistency of each tournament Most of the credit for 
this direction goes to Gary and Peggy Doty 

I have seen April 25, 1982 be declared as "Racquetball 
Day" in Michigan by the former governor, William Milliken, 
Lanv Cole deserves the credit for his hard work in m a k e  - 
this happen 

I have seen fou~  different MRA official "Referee Clinics" 
held around the state which has helwed a few oeowle under- 
stand the ~ules  better and help themieferee be& ' 

I have seen the MRA gain a lot of respect from both clubs 
and sponsors for handling our activities in a business-Be and 
precise manner 

I have seen 2 years (1981-82 and 1982-83) where the 
MRA has made the biggest most colorful poster with the dates 
and sights of all MRA racquetball tournaments in the state on 
them 

I have been the MRA in October 1981 adopt the official 
rule to make all "losers" referee. Since that time most of the 
touInaments in the state have adopted this rule and followed 
suit, 

I have seen the State Singles Championship begin to be 
moved throughout the state by going to FranMin Racquet 
Club in Southfield and at this tournament every single player 
received a warm-up No other racquetball tournament in this 
state has ever done this!! This has not, to my knowledge, been 
done at any other tournament anywheie else Dr Pepper 
deserves a big thanks for all of their help for the success of the 
State Singles Championship. This tournament was a way of 
saying thank you to the Michigan racquetball playe~ f o ~  their 
support of the MRA thoughout the year and I believe the 
MRA will continue with these sort of things in the future 

In closing, I would like to say it has been an honor and a 
privilege to be President of the MRA and I would like to say 
thank you to all of the Michigan players for theu help and 
support 

Thank you 

Jack Loba~do m-y? 







TEAM CONCElYI 
by Diane Driver 

The Team Concept Competition closed out at MIlA # i  
with some changes in the fmal standings. Two new teams 
joined at Brighton, Court Players and Ypsilanti, bringing the 
total number of teams to 16 for the first year 

Congratulations to all 16 teams whotook part in the 1982- 
83 Team Concept Competition Check your 1st newsletter for 
the 1983-84 season in August for the continuation of the 
Team Concept and begin thinking about your team fox next 
season then 

Below are the final standings for the 1982-83 Team Con- 
cept Competition 

At Bxighton, Court House of Flint gained 30 points to nose 
out new team Court Players with 25 points and win their 
second tounament as Team Champion Also, this 30 points 
pushed them past Clinton Racquet Club and into 2nd place in 
the f i a l  team standings Members of Court House of F l t  
include: Judy Gonyea, Beth Gutowski, Chris Cole, Doug 
McIntrye, Don Boone and substitute Scot Zoumbaris Mem- 
be:s of the Court House Team will receive a pair of Bata 
shoes fox finishing in 2nd place. 

Leadine the Team Comuetition Standings since MRA #3 
in Giand- Rapids and scbxing 21 poinb- at Brighton was 
Courthouse West B of Saginaw. This 21 points at Brighton 
enabled them to hold off'Cout House of F l i t  and become the 
1982.83 Team Concept Cbampion with a total of 91 points 
Membe~s of'Courthouse West B of Saginaw include: Martha 
Mlan, Patty McCallum, Gundars Strautnieks, Ron Loesel, 
Mike Moody and substitute B~idget Albosta Members of the 
Courrhouse West B team will each receive a 2-night/3..day 
stay at Wheels Inn Racquetball and Fitness Center in 
chatham, Ontario 

3rd and 4th olace team fmishers will receive a team trouhv 
for their club jrd Place finisher was Clinton Racquet C I U ~  df 
Mt. Clemens with 62 points Members of the Clinton team 
include: Jack Lobaido, Tom Schneck, Mike Damore, Mike 
Witherspoon, Noel LeSage and substitute Cathy Thompson. 

4th plsc.ce finishe~ was Courthouse West A of Saginaw with 
43 points Members of Courthouse West A include: Chuck 
Hise, Pat Bell, Gene Henderson, Lausa Fox, Ron Krawczyk 
and substitute Jim Santino, 

FINAL IEAM CONCEPX , 

Courthouse West B , , , , , ,  , , 9 1  
Court House - Fling. , , , , , , , , , , 7'7 
Clinton Racquet Club , , , , , , , , , , , , , 6 2  
Courthouse West A .  , . . . . , . , ,  , ,  , , 4 3  
Racquetball Plus - Grand Rapids , , , , , , , , , 33 
Court Players - Ypsilanti , , , , , , , , 25 
Racquetball Unlimited , , , , , , , 2 0  
Coliseum - Taylor #2 , . , , , , , ,  , , ,  , , . 18 
Central Michigan University , ,  , , , , 13 
500 Blasters , , , , , , , , , , , . ,  ,, 13 
Canada . . , , , , , , , , , , , ,, , ,  , , , 1 2  
Coliseum - 'I aylos # 1 , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , 11 
Racquetville . ,, , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , 11 
Ypsilanti , , , , , , , , , , , , , , . , ,, , 10 
Toledo , ,  . .  , , ,  . 9  
Dee1 Lake , , , , , ,, , , , ,  , 4 

STATE SINGLES CHAMPIONSHIPS 
by Bill Gottlieb 

Ap1il8-10 marked the MRA State Racquetbali Champion-, 
ships Ihey were held at the plush Franklin Racquet Club in 
Southfield This tournament drew 278 entries in 18 divisions. 
Each entsant was given an acrylic warm-up, a Zliter bottle of 
D r  Pepper, and a goody bag filled with all kinds of things 
Play started F~iday afternoon and there was thrilling action 
all weekend Two awards were presented to deserving people,, 
The Honorary Contribution award was presented to Diane 
Drives for her unselfish contribution to the growth and better- 
ment of racquetball Denise GravelyE was presented with the 
sportsmanship award for being the person who most rep1.e- 
sents the idea of sportsmanship under extreme conditions 
Congratulations to both of you, 

A special thank you is extended to all the sponsors that 
helped make this event a memorable one. Dr. Pepper gave 
each entrant a 2-liter bottle of Dr Pepper Beta awarded each 
first place winner a pair of racquetball shoes AMF Voit 
supplied the tournament balls and donated 10 racquets as 
door prizes Wheels Inn donated 5 weekend stays for two as 
door prizes Buddy's Pizza furnished food to participants,, 
Others who deserve a word of thanks: Franklin Racquet Club 
staff, tournament staff, and all the other people who helped 
out to make this event possible As an added note, Jim 
Easterling will no longer be with the M R A  A well known 
Souweld restaurant lured him away to preside as chef in 
their kitchens (gseat scrambled egs ,  Jim) 
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