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SARANAC 

NEW CONCEPT IN 
HANDBALL GLOVES 

Dress Glove Construction! 
This new ACE S-82 Super is the answer to the golf glove 
snug fit combined with tried and tested durabilit y. This is 
truly a custom fit ... handball 's FIRST dress glove. Made 
from the finest-quality, butter-soft deerskin that is unmatched 
for its long-lasting suppleness . Supertite elastic back. 

Unconditionally Guaranteed! 
ACE _is the only handball glove that is unconditionally 
guaranteed! If you purchase ACE gloves and find that they 
are not perfect, send them back to USHA and we'll give you 
a new pair, absolutely free! 

J:o improve your game - use any one of the new officiai 
ACE gloves. If a supply is not available at your "Y", Club 
or Center ... ask your Athletic Director to order direct from 
the United States Handball Association. 

Velcro® Closing! 
The new ACE glove features a smooth-fitting deer skin wrist 
strap with the space-age Velcro ® closing . Just pres s down 
and thousands of tiny, almost invisible "fingers " hold the 
glove tight - just the way you want it! No fombling to open 
or close, no metal to rust! 

A COMPLETE LINE OF HANDBALL GLOVES ... 
DESIGNED BY HANDBALL PLAYERS, FOR HANDBALL PLAYERS! 

DEERSKIN CONSTRUCTION! 
Model 5-84 Deluxe - Standard weight unpadded deerskin, 

supertite elastic back, Velcro closing. Also in lightweight. 
Model 5-90 Competition - Natural color unpadded, with 

supertite elastic back, Velcro closing, standard weight. 

GOATSKIN CONSTRUCTION! 
Model 5-86 Tufty - Unpadded, supertite elastic back of choice 

goatskins, Velcro closing. 

"l'.J" .A. 

RAWHIDE CONSTRUCTION! 
Model S-88 Standard - Unpadded, highly selected rawhide, 

durability-plus with supertite elastic back. 
Model S-92 Novice - Unpadded rawhide in the economy class, 

supertite elastic back, Velcro closing. 
Model S-93 Novice - Padded rawhide, made especially for the 

beginning player, supertite elastic back, Velcro closing. New 
type pad retains fine fit. 

The USHA Is supported 
solely by your OFFICIAL 

regular purchase of HANDBALL ~ ACE balls and gloves. GLOVES 

'7ht IIOVH th• champ/on, UH" by SARANAC 
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MEMPHIS STATE UNIVERSITY 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 38111 

O FFI C E OF THE PRESIDENT 

Mr. Robert W. Kendler 
4100 Dempster 
Skokie, Illinois 

Dear Mr. Kendler: 

September 20, 1968 

The visit with you yesterday at lunch and the opportunity to hear you 
speak was a delightful experience . We are all deeply indebted to you 
for your taking the time to come . down and talk to us about handball and 
advise with us about our new building. I have just finished talking to 
Mr. Merrill, our engineer , and he reported that he will be working 
with the architects to in1plement the suggestions that you made about 
the new handball courts. I am sure that we shall be calling upon you 
for some additional advice as we try to finalize our plans. 

I also want to thank you for the training film which should be of tre­
mendous help to our physical education teachers who, are handling our 
handball classes. This certainly is one of the finest training films and 
instructional aids that I have ever seen. We shall certainly put it to 
good use. 

Again let me tell you how much I enjoyed personally our visit. I 
will be seeing Sam Atcheson in a few days and passing on your regards 
to him. I am looking forward to having you visit us again and to receiving 
your cooperation in bringing one of the good tournaments to Memphis. 

OCTOBER, 1968 

Sincerely yours, 

C. C. Humphreys 
President 

3 
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USHA OFFICERS 

Presid ent 
ROBERT W . KENDLER 

4101 Dempster St., Skokie, I II. 60076 

National Commissioner 
JOSEPH SHANE 

629 S. Hill St., Los Angeles, Calif. 90014 

Executive S ecretary 
MORT LEVE 

4 101 Dempster St., Skokie , Ill. 60076 

Past National Commission ers 
*ALBERT SCHAUFELI3ERGER 

Detroit, Mich . 

HYMEN GOLDSTEIN 
7808 Stanford, Univer sity City , Mo. 63130 

East Ar ea Commission er 
IRVING EHRLICH 

494 E. 91st St., Brooklyn, N .Y. 11236 

Midw est Area Commissioner 
DR . JOHN SCOPIS 

22177 Mi chigan Ave., Dearborn, Mich . 48124 

South Area Commissioner 
PETE TYSON 

University of Texas, Austin , Texas 78712 

Southeast Area Commissioner 
SID SEMEL 

P.O. Box 9514, Norfolk, Va . 23505 

Rocky Mt. Area Commissioner 
LES SHUMATE 

655 Monaco Pkwy., Denver, Colo. 80220 

West Area Commissioner 
EDWARD R. KELLY 

5318 Mezzanine Way, Long Beach, Calif. 90808 

Pacific NW Commissioner 
M . K. ANDERSON 

1608 Dexter Ave., N., Seattle, Wash. 98109 

National Tournaments Coordinator 
JOE ARDITO 

3005 N. Kenneth, Chicago, Ill. 60641 

National Rules Chairman 
JIM JACOBS 

9 E. 40th St., New York, N.Y . 10016 

Treasurer 
GEORGE BROTEMARKLE 

417 S. Hill St., Los Angeles, Calif. 90013 

National Junior Chairman 
ROBERT DAVIDSON 

1519 Metropolitan Ave., Bronx, N.Y. 10462 

National Director of Court 
Construction and Sf,ecification 

DUANE DICKEY 
4101 Dempster St., Skokie, Ill. 60076 

ON OUR COVER 

In Detroit at the three-wall Jack Gill espi e of Mem­
phis brought plans for a battery of courts planned 
at Memphis Stat e Univer sity. USHA President Bob 
Kendler took one look at them and sa id, " Let me fly 
down and talk to your people and sell t hem on a 
real gallery court. " A fortnight late r Bob win ged h is 
way Southward , spent a full afternoon expla inin g the 
need for a "Classroom Court " for the college . 

PRESIDENTS . . . Bob Kendler, USHA, who presented th e 
"Glass Court" case to Dr. Cecil C. Humphreys , Memphis State 
University . 

End result? Jack , moving force beh ind the Memphis 
Handball Association, t ells us, " The blueprint now 
calls for a 750-sea t glass-walled court , with studies 
being made on the possibility of a real amphitheater 
type li k e that at the University of Texas. 

Pictured with Bob is Dr. Cecil C. Humphreys , pr esi­
dent of the university , and a man with a keen in­
terest in sports. Dr. Humphreys played football at 
the University of Tennesse e, was selected by Sports 
Illustrated on their Silver Anniv ersary All-American 
Team (1960). 

Dr . Humphreys is enthused about handball and 
looks forward to a near future date when USHA will 
conduct a major tournament in Memphis. 

Memphis State Universi ty, thanks to the efforts of 
Jack Gillespie , the salesmanship of Bob Kendler, and 
the insight of its president , Dr. Humphreys , wlll have 
one of the nation's finest handball facilities. 

STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP ... ACE Magazine is published 
by U.S. Handball Assn ., 410 I Dempster St., Skokie, Illinois 
60076. Publisher, Robert W. Kendler, 4101 Dempster St., Skokie, 
Ill. Editor, Morton Leve, 410 I Dempster St ., Skokie, Ill. The 
average number of copies for each issue during the preceding 
12 months were CA) Total No . of copies printed : 7,000. CB) 
Paid circulation to member-subscribers, 6,800 , by mail. ( El Free 
distribution by mail, or by other means , 150. (Fl Office use, 
left -over, spoiled after printing, unaccounted, 50 . Tota I No . of 
copies distributed, 6,950. 

• Doceaaed 

ACE, Volume 18 - Number 5 - October, 1968 . Published 
bi-monthly by The United States Handball Association, 41 O 1 

Dempster St., Skokie, Illinois. $2 a year subscription; $5 for .3-
year subscription. Second class postage paid at Skokie, Illinois. 

4 ACE - u.s.H.A. 



CHRISTMAS GIFT OFFER 

FREE - THE NEW SUPER S-82 
USHA SARANAC GLOVES 

SIGN UP FOUR NEW MEMBERS AND 
RECEIVE A PAIR OF THE BEST 

HANDBALL CLOVES IN THE WORLD 

---------------------·······----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------·-----------------------------------------

U.S.H.A. 
410 I Dempster Street 
Skokie, I-Iii nois 6007 6 

I have signed up the following four ( 4) NE\A/ members 
to U.S.H .A. ( include subscription to ACE magazine I. 

Make check or money order payable to 
United States Handball Association. 

( PLEASE PRINT) 

Address _______ _ Name 

Name ______ _ Address _ _ -- --

City ____ _ State - - . City ___ __ State _ __ _ 

O One Year $2 O Three Yea rs $5 
( 1969) I 1969-71 I 

( 1969) ( 1969-71) 
O One Year $2 O Three Years $5 

OCTOBER, 1968 

Name _ ___ _____ _ 

Add ress _ ___ __ _ _ 

City __ __ _ State __ _ 

O One Year $2 O Three Years $5 
( 1969 ) ( 1969-71) 

Name __ _ ___ __ _ 

Address, ___ ____ _ 

City ____ _ State __ _ 

O One Year $2 O Three Years $5 
(1969) (1969-71) 

Name _ __ ___ _ 

Address, ___ _ __ _ _ 

City _____ ,State _ _ _ 

O O.K . I've done my part! Please 
send me the Saranac Super 
S-82 Gloves. SIZE: ( l S, 
( l M, ( l L, ( l XL. 

5 



USHA Three-Wall Panorama 
ACE Photographer Egon Teichert Catches Bird's Eye View of 

Championship Singles Finals 



Decatl!Jr-Steals 3-Wall Show 
Grand Slam Singles, 
Doubles With Russo 

"DECATUR - Best of the three-wallers ... that's definitely his best 
game ... I think he could beat the Hershkowitz of 15 years ago . .. great 
team with little Louie . . . those Straus twins are something else . . . in 
three of four years they should be ready for the doubles throne." 

These were the words bandied around after a record entry had finished 
five days of pounding the Spalding ACE against the stalwart three-wall 
block courts of Palmer Park. 

It was definitely a New York ambush with defending home town Masters , 
Dr . Al August and Dr. John Scopis the only non-Gotham bannered players 
to reach the finals. And, then they too met defeat from the fine team of 
Billy Gluck and George Maier . 

Marty Decatur pulled off hand-
ball's "Grand Slam" in winning both 
the singles and doubles, with Lou 
Russo, in the 19th USHA National 
Three-Wall in Detroit Labor Day. 
There were no doubts to any of 
those present that the streamlined 
New Yorker is the premier of to­
day's three-wallers. 

Decatur captured his fourth singles 
crown in surprisingly easy fashion 
over the legendary Jim Jacobs, 21-13, 
21-1. Jim came from behind in the 
first game to 13-16 but couldn't sus­
tain his rally and from that point 
on wasn't the champion performer 
we have watched through the past 
15 years. 

About two and a half hours later, 
after intermittent showers threaten­
ed to move the action to four-wan 
at the Jewish Community Center, 
Decatur paired with Lou Russo to 
stop the amazing 16-year-old up ­
starts - the Bronx twins, Gary and 
Mitchell Straus, 21-5, 21-6. The one­
sided scores, as is often the case, do 
not indicate the fine plav that ensued 
in the doubles finals . This also was 
a No. 4 title for Marty, three with 
Russo , one with Johnny Sloan. 

Rain did hamper play on the 
semi-fin al Sunday and part of the 
d w's eliminations were forced to the 
Community Center. It was probably 
the toughest break for Steve Sandler, 
the outstanding one -waller from 
New York, and Howie Eisenberg, 
long a strong performer in both one­
wall and three -wan. Sandler, team­
ing with Lou Kramberg, lost in the 
semis in four-wall to the Straus lads, 
21-10, 21-8. It was a case of Kramberg 
taking care of those shots off the 
back wall that seem to be the buga­
boo of all transforming 0ne-wallers 
but falling to give adequate p1.:otec­
tion to the all-important front court. 

know it, but outdoors I figured there 
was a possibility." 

It was a year of all new champions. 
Carl Obert, and his brothers Oscar 
and Ruby, had taken a family hold 
on singles and doubles respectively 
last year, while the Detroit dental 
team of Al August and John Scopis 
had provided the hosts with a first 
in national three-wall wins in Mas­
ters . 

But, Decatur back after an injury 
leave of absence, and rejoining a 
more serious and better conditioned 

Russo, took care of two titles, and 
the fellow New Yark team of Billy 
Gluck and George Maler became the 
new Masters, downing Drs. August 
and Scopis over the full route, 

Jacobs, always a. center of attrac­
tion, had come Into the tournament 
for "the fun of the holiday outdoor 
court weekend", knowing his chronic 
back condition could stymie his per­
formance at any time . He proved to 
Sandler that the three-wall game 
takes some measure of experience, 
even for a one-wall top notcher, then 
gave Russo a lesson outdoors, 21-16, 
and then bad to move indoors on the 
rainy Sunday aftemaon and pull out 
all stops in a come from behind (10-
16) to win, 21-18. 

In the championship match against 
Decatur there were no doubts that 
Jim would give it the big try but Mar­
ty was not to be stopped. Some 
decade of age difference and the 
ability to go at full tempo through­
out made it a Decatur title showcase . 
The shots plus contra!, invariably the 
Jacobs trademark, belonged to Marty 
on this sunny Labor Day morning. 
As we said it was a. good match up 
to the 16-13 Marty margin In the 
first game . . . from then on Jacobs 
couldn't dig up fine shooting that was 
on the safe side rather than bottom 
board. 

Stuffy Singer, USHA national four­
wall singles champ, appearing in his 
first three-wan, got his baptism in 
the first round in singles from the 
southpaw of the Straus youngsters, 
Gary. Then, Stuffy, acclimated him­
self better in the doubles with Eisen­
berg. They, toe, had t0 play faur-wall 
in the semis against Decatur and 
Russo, and as Singer put it, "We 
d.tdn't have a chain.ce tndoors and 

DEEP, DEEP COURiT l!INIQUE SHOT ••• Gery Streu• e_pp•eR i 
well III he Hts for lefthend return In the doubles ftnets, Phot,o. 
jam-pecked crowd. 

OCTOBER, 1968 



Jacobs Sidelined . . . 
Jim Jacobs suffered a recurrence of his chronic back woes in the 

recent national USHA three-wall in Detroit and will be forced to the 
sidelines for at least six weeks. "The doctors have warned me against 
tournament play for four or five days running and I had every in­
tention of not overdoing it in Detroit ... but as always in competitive 
handball it just can't be done and so I 'll pay for it." 

Jim defeated Lou Russo In the semis in a unique outdoor-indoor 
combination caused by rains, and then played Marty Decatur under 
sunny skies the next morning . He made one determined bid in th e 
first game, coming from well behind to 13-16 but from that jW1cture 
score d only one point in the remainder of the match. 

3-WALL NOTES 
Seems to be a tie In "furthest 

trave l" . . . Stuffy Singer came in 
from N. Hollywood, Calif. Lou Esco ­
bar and Izzy Mankofsky made it 
two years in a row from L. A. . . . 
Sunny Singer and Marty Singer a r ­
rived for the last couple of days of 
play. F ull contingent of Oberts in ­
cluding the latest addition ... Carl 
finally took the leap and had his 
pretty bride with him. 

Ken Schneider missed this one 
due to pressing duties at home, so 
Gus Lewis teamed with Joe Ardito 
and wer e unceremonious ly "dump-

.a 

ed" in the first round by upstarts 
Paul Merlo and Nat Miller's talent­
ed son, Bruce ... Grand ol' warrior 
Angie Trul!o, still a fine physical 
specimen at the 60-plus mark 
wants a singles tournament in that 
age category - any takers? 

Lefty Rothenberg, tear ing away 
from his golf to watch some ac­
tion ... still maintains a keen in­
terest in handball ... now shuttles 
between Detroit and his apartment 
in F lorida ... ex -national four-wall 
singles champ Joe Griffin came up 
from Fort Lauderdale with George 
Fisher but didn't like the switch to 
three-wa ll . . . says he's got some 

RECLAIM DOUBLES . . . Marty Decatur 
( lef t l and Lou Russo left no doubts as to 
the class of the open doubles as they 
returned as a team and left the field in 
somewhat of a shambles . 

promising youngsters in tow at the 
Y down there. 

Seems we get more New York ers 
every year . . . and they've all got 
fine ta lent . . . first time out for 
Steve Sandler and he acc!irr.ated 
himself well from his one-wall well 
known merits . . . he was disap­
point ed at the switch indoors to 
four-wall because that definite ly is 
not his cup of tea as yet. Refur ­
bished Court No. 1 floor met with 
fine reception . . . ACE photogr~­
pher Egon Teichert , resplendent m 
Nehru jacket and "bell bottom " 
side burns at the big Sund ay night 
dinner-dance. 

BESTS OF THE TOURNAMENT 
. . . Improvem ent - Straus twins, 
hands down . . . Player - It's now 
"Mr. Three Wall " Marty Decatur 
. . . Impressiv e - Masters doubles 
newly-crowned champs - George 
Maier and Billy Gluck . . . Wel­
comed Young Bloods - the new 
Michigan Handball Association offi­
cials . . . eager and willing to work 
. . . and, pretty, pretty wives all 
over the place l 

ACE - u.s.H.A, 



Rogue's Gallery at Detroit USHA Three-Wall 
r 

I . 
l 

Well - dr essed handball er ? . And the r ai ns came . 
Bob Am bro s 'fiel ded' well . Bob K endl er used t h is mop . 

• .J 

. ·• -

. . 

Phil Elb ert' s donation 
R emindi n g st u ffy of his TV past . 

Setting the gam e back . 
Vern Loepp goes 'mod' with handlebar . 

OCTOBER, 1968 9 
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SECOND GUESSERS A. C. . Gallen; was packed with also rans 

Evte Kendler and Irene Scopts 
Probably discussing new styles. 

for Labor Day finals . 

She's the pretty one . . . 
Jim Jacobs' gal friend helps with loot. 

ACE - U.S.H.A. 



United States Handball Association 
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United Stales ff andball As soc iation 
OSCAI\ OBERT RUBY OBERT t· · Yor· - ,c-.. . 

0 , 08EIU • R, 03ER-r 

2 •·•r I 1 O,ODER'T• R, OBERT 
3 1-"RED CU:RZ1J:rr.:: l'lntrr1tl•l\tl ~L t.~•:-... •nv •: I f J I - ! 

tooi<. - VAW ,TU ;o 
4 DEAll LOOK•lAM ln e>• CARI. \ AI.r.~:r rr;o :•on• - - I ) 1- 10 

THREE-WALL DOUBLES 

! ! C.ti!: \ US- r.. 'H RAI' <; 5 81L L !~CkrtvY S R. · Bll L l '-cC.RfFVV 1 R S t 1 ... . 11 ., ) 1- 27 

l :!cCRELVY -• :c:CRtCV Y 
6 BILL DJLLO:l-At.EX i:D'~AU'"~. !':Ont rca l r 31- 1 S l H . STAAUS- G. STAAUS 
7 DA:: TO:,iS-AUTO!I WEm:R D..• t r ,-.t t I J l -23 

~:. S TRAliS •C . STRAliS 8 XJTCIO:Ll, STAAUS-f.nRY STR,\115 •:,.,, .,.. .. J l-1 7 
t i .STRAUS- G.ST RAUS 9 DICK CilfE?:WALD-008 IIARRATKH: :Jr-..-Yo ,- j,: 21-1 4 , Def . 

GREE?,il ALO•IIAkBATKI I\ 
10 808 KF'!l>:DSKY· JERRY ',.,'Pf\lit'LI n ,-. ..... 1 I --:Jl· 8 l CREE:::1ALD• !l;\ RB,\TKI!: 
11 LOU ESCORAR-TZZY XA:;n>FSK'( Lo s An~• l f' ,c 1 J i• U 

ESCOBAR-?li"L::KOFSK\' 

l 12 ctORCC Dt 6AY- SAn ELLO',JlTZ [)(-t r of t 31- l/ , 
llc:00!-.ALD-UPAT!': I f.KS 

13 CHARI.CS SHI!LOO:J-L UCIA~:O P.ADSI.OVJCII :;,..,.. Yo r k 31 -20 
\ S HELDO:: - R.\DSLOVlC U 14 D.\\lf: PORCHl!:SKJ • ' • •• • ,,. ., ~•"V" l n - r - ~~ Jl -11 l ::c oo ::ALD-uPATNIEKS 15 GIL SH:ctfCWi - P'.A::OY [ 5S £1. , Cl<'v clon d f J I-IL 
1 ~:i:00:.:Al.D- UPATil l EKS 

\ 16 JACK !:i::OO:~\LD Joltct -A::O'i UP,n: ; J[ KS Ch1 ~1t- r 31 - 9 
M.STR,\lJS· C. STRAUS 17 PAUL ilABCR, :U Jw .. uk ct- • S .AUCUST. DN r o f I 

21 -1 0 , 2 1- 0 \ TIIODE-: m riJOUS£ 
18 •a::ITII THODE-1 IM ::~1IO USC Dl. tr o lt V e (. I 1102!~ : - Ftl.D:!.\?i 19 !:UMAY IIOZV.A!:-:l. r cutw ;r, Dc-t r oi t 1 Jl-12 

I HOZ?!A~l- PELD:01,,\,S 20 iSEk?:AkD KtlLY-J Ot TA.KASH C"nlcl "O 3 1-1 2 
rnr:ro~ - ruSS EL:L\U 21 

mcK DJH IT RJADJ:S-MIKE Pr.Pf.RJDf.S n .. t ....... ~ :U -1 !, 
Lil !11TR IAD"..5-PF.J'E Rl ons I 22 G.11. DRI SCOLJ..- TO:I BOCP.l: Co l u- bu ,11 (\,,1,. 3 l• l b l r r.::-ro:1-russr.1..:1A1: 

23 FRF.D k,r..t1ER-T O:I HMtKrn S Ch !c:/\1•0 f J l- LO 

( CCORCC Ff.!;J'O!l-.::t::r PUSSCU·!h!{, Warr e n, Oh i o J 
n;rrro::- r us~r.UlAN 24 :, [-l b 

KRA.'IBERC- s ,;s oL-ER 25 JOJC; FJLSJ::c1rn- J om1 c o ::::t:LLY, Buf fo lo 
Z l -Z0,1 ) - ll , 2 1- :Z-

) FI LS I : ,C£R - CO:::n: LLY 
26 AL K:DO:L\t..D-1~ SLOIJ, Chleo go Jl -11 l tar.,;:ICEL-P il.IJTER 27 JTH PARRIL L- COA.DO!I t: JCIIOLS. Colu ::buc , Oh f o 

f J l·ZO 

l l k1J!HQ?L- PiUITP.fl. 
28 RAV W.:K.EL-808 PRlfff. R 1 D~ t r o l r Do f. 

KJW-WERG· SAf:OLER 29 LARkY DOIIMA!Z-Tcr.-1 1YI>P.k£K.1 Ch f cng o 

} DOll?!A?Z• 'I YDEREK Jl-20 ---
30 T U-1 P.CbY.-\?l- JOt SKUPJ :: , Oc t roll , 1_-,0 l l:AAMBERC-SA:'l>LER 31 A?WV MISS u;ccn-P.o:: LOTI , Wn r. i m c, Hh'. h . I Jl • ij 

) KJWlBCRG•SA!:OLf.R 32 'f.l U KP.A?1BCRG·ST£Vt SA:~DLtR , ?:c -., Yo r k ) 1-10 

33 fRJ:D LL..'JS , HU o i Bc :ech-~!: S!O LACK, ::c.-... York DEC,\ TUR- RlJSSO 

I 
.a-;,, .l l- D } LE'J l S - S!X)~\Ci C 

Champion 
34 CC?:t r<Y.JLtR·C£0RCt HI LLEk t Detr oit 31- 18 I LEWIS- S?:0 1..ACK 35 tD BJErun:- JTH cos 1mnr:o Det r o { t 

J 
J I •I 

I BJ ER!:f;"-COSENTif:O 35 BILL S JDC60no :t-T l!I TISDALJ. D·tr - 1.t Jl-20 
I.E',1!S•SHOl,\CK 37 RAJ:DY ESSE L·ll! RMAN PAUICIJMJ Cl e veland Jl-JO I JOH1~5 0):- D0l!C£T 38 JIM Jom:so::-RAY DOUCI:TT Dot ro S t DL'f, l rn;oni.- L. AUCUST 39 TOM O'!,'tll • JA."G:S ISlCIWf Ch l c:aJtO I Jl · lJ 

40 I l"I NOCL1.-L,AUCU5T 
At.\U rrnDELL-LARRY AUGUST ~ tr o i t 31-2 

41 DECATUR- RUSSO STEVE ton' -YILLI£ YEt:1 Ucw Yor k 
21-12 , 21-1 0 } U)'ir-YfX 

42 J ACK HARJCIUS·l!.D 7.AHORIK1 Chfc:tfO J l - l \ 43 lfERP.()~Z-CODF R[ \' 
JOHN ST . CLAIR-fRIJ;K LI POCCOLO Dntrc,f l 

f , .. , 
44 IIERRO::-cooFRl!Y 

Jltt HCRRO?l -JAC K CODPRCY Uarrt'n Ohio 31 · 2 

45 DCCA TUR· RUSSO STAN MRCXAN-CAM MC D.&TH, To ronto 
31- 9 

46 I BAR~~\?l •XC DLil l 
HIKE \IHITE•JOiUI tr; CLAU UI, Ch icago 

31-1 8 l DECATUR-RUSSO 47 Hlla: 0'8Rl l!N-TIH COTE ON r o lt 

f Jl - 7 
48 I DECATUR-RUSSO 

HARTY DECATUR- LOU RUSSO J R, , ?kw York Jl • l 

49 tl(T.IJ[ EISCNBERC , t: cv Yor k-STIJPF Y s u;CER, L.A . 
DP.CATUR• RUSSO ) 

50 l EISC :BERG•S 11:GER 
ll- 16, Z -9 GR£GG SPAULDING•TERRY rl nlDERBURKI: Ch!cas;.o I J l -6 l £!SEllbP.RG•SB:GER 51 TIH DOBl•TO.~ DOBB, JCAlauz:oo, Mich. 

I R.FDDRJCUEZ-L . F.ODRICl!EJ 
J l -6 

52 !WION RODRIGUEZ-W IS !IODRIGUEZ ?Zcv York I Jl - 26 
53 EJS ENBP.RC-SJt ;CER Vlh'CE 1wa-r011 BUSflt Y Detroit 

J l -LJ I lt4.GI·BUS!l.EY 54 JOOH STAlllSIDJSIC.l•BILL 11A!UUE, Chlcaso r 31-20 1 55 WALSH-Rf YER TOK DOIOWl•SCorr IIADIOOI, Chfca<0 
I Jl-5 l WALSll • R£YER 

EI SENBERG-S INGER 
56 JOHN WAl.SH•AllT REYER Nev York r J l-1 2 

O"f:1ult -57 llOB AHlllOS•CIRJClt THORNTON DHrolt El SE118ERC•Sll/GER 

place 
I AlillROS· TllOR:lr0'1 

18- 21, 21-20, 21-18 t:hird 58 D. J. CIIOSBlE•R, GDIEL Montr e al J l•ll l A.':BROS • TiiOR1lTO?/ 59 SIIEUlOH SONKI.H•JI K BLACK Dotrolt f ) l -JO I OLS0'1•AROJTO 60- FLOYD OLSON-DOH AADITO Chico 0 0 J l- 21 

61 PAUL OLSEIHCEVIH DILLOI! Chtc•vo Mu1;sc11-Inmsc11 
I lll l'OL- £LDER 

3l-L7 62 IOI HJPOL•D•- •" "'I DH r olt 31 - 10 I 63 111/NSCH•HUNSCR Byo 
( 31-7 ' " KIHSC!f-lMISCH 64 111D -CH•FIAIIX ICIIISCH Hew York 



y United States Handball As sociation 

A.AUCUST- SC0 PI S, l>ct r o l.c. - ;st 
2 B~•e 

I 3 SCH1.'AB ·I.ASSKOW, Na'II Yo r k 
U: Th'l."Ell£R·PAI.E Rl!ll J I 4 u u:·,:cac~-rA.l.T ~:o O,lc11c-n 31 • 14 

5 HAC£:;,All·GA.LlD..I, Octrott ;lAS I K- DA.VI S 

6 t.'ASl K•DA\f l S, Chtc"go ,. .,u l 7 A .ZERBO - J . MEDA Detroit F.OTIL"'.\N• CROSSMAN J 8 ROTilMAN- CP.OSS?-V..:.'1, ?Ocv Yor k J1·1 9 

9 GRA.\~LR · BELLER Dct r oi t C~tAmIBR - BELLER 

10 LA.'US-MA.'-1-S, Detro i t 1,-,. I 
11 tOE PP- FRl ED:IAN , O,c,ttol t 

1..0EPP·F RlEIM ,\U j 
12 &l~CER - 1.0COCOO, Chicn~o ,.. ,, 
13 •v• HERLO- B . KILLE R 
14 MERLO•B, m LlJ:R, Det r oit J 1 15 R 'C 1.l.YIS -ARDU O J 16 LE'\HS·ARDliO , Ch ic .1go 

17 PALO:-tBO- ROTT, Detroit 
PALOXBO·FJJ1T • 

18 •r• J I 
19 IIAJU.OR lndl11n:1nn l "l •F: ......... ,,,.c;: n~, r ., lt 

~..cCLEAN- PF:OUX J 20 :-kCLF.AJ;·PROUX, Joronto 

21 TFULl O N~w \'o r k-!UL LER Dot roi t LF.VE• Cl LLESPlE 
22 L£Vt. !\orthbrook , 111,•Ctl.l.ES PIE, Mc~phl s J - .:1. 

I 23 c:urru; - nsHIR, fort L:lud c r J~l e, FL,. 
A .!:U!tfl!Y - COSTELLO j 

24 A. :-:UKPll\' - COS'fELLO Chica no J l-7 

25 VA.::cn1 -BA.rr uoca1t , DCLrolt 
VA..~CTI I · UATTI LOCCIII 

26 .,. 
J I 27 S~C-O N-TR UJILW , Cl c\•c l a nd 

SA.!C-D~I-TRUll LLO J 28 ACKER:!AS• BERT0~I DN ol t J J l- t+ 

29 OE ~U:U'LC,D:;ESTCR· Dctr o lt · }tA.NDJACK Kr, l o--.1~ 0 
DE XEIJLE?tEESTER -?!AHDJACR. 

30 Bvc 

31 CLUCK· }1A I ER l\c,..• Yor k 
CLUCK- }\A[F.K .,. 

WATCHIN G THE MAST ERS .. . Inez Ard ito (l eft) c ouldn't 
p ull he r hubby J oe or son , Don , thr ough , w-ekhes fina ls wi th 
"Beauty Be n" Co st ell o . 

I 
I 

A11--srnus , ,. ,u 

ROTitMAN' ·CROS~t ,. ., 

CRA..1\'UER·B ELUR 
J , -25 

MERLO• B ,Mll.LER 

31·20 

PALOXDO• ROTT 
J.1. - ;, 

XUKPUY-cosn:u.o 
,.- .. 

VA.~ETTI ·IMTTlWCCIII 
] 1.-.!i. 

CWCK-!--:.UER 

'THREE -WALL MASTERS DOUBLES 

AUGIIST-SCOPIS 

16-21 , 2 1•8, 13-13 (dof . ) 

A.UCUST- S rn'"c.-

21-13,21-l 

CRA1.UER-B ELLER 

21- 7 • .21 - 15 

TU lRD PI.Ac!:-.. GLl!C~-2!AIE R 

PAt.0 !-mO- ROTT 

1~· 2 l , .! 1.-ll, :!l-8 

Cl.UCK- )LUER 
2 1.- 16 , Zl.- 6 

ROTT · PALO!tao ~1.• 9 , 10 -21 • Zl - 13 

CWCl(•)f,\,lf:R 

21.- J , 2 1-ll 

SCOUl ING THE FIELD •. . Ult imate new Masters cham ps, 
Billy Gluck (l eft) and George Ma ier , followed a win ning pl an 
th roughout. 

,.,, 

00 
-0 
0-

oi 
w 
CCI 

0 
l­o 
0 



ly MORT LEVE 

• From the . . . 
KILLSHOT ROOM 

Things are happening! 
First, we're busy lining up sites and dates for another tremendous 

USHA season .. . already confirmed - Austin, Texas , and those 13-court 
fac!llties at the University for March 16-22 . . . Shrevepor t, La ., YMCA, 
promising the best South regional yet, and a slight switch because of loca­
tion putting that lil' ol' state of Texas in that ba!iwick for the '69 cam ­
paign ... Columbus, Ohio, YMCA, gung ho for the Mid-East regional . .. 
Les Shumate and his gang taking over the Rocky Mountain region at the 
fine Downtown Denver YMCA courts ... Fresno bouncing back into the 
regional picture and again staging the West regional . .. 

And, the tournament that is getting bigger and better by the year -
the National Contenders - to be hosted by that grand gang down in 
Birmingham, with the YMCA and 
air-conditioned courts . 

By the Dec . ACE we will have 
the confirmation on the other four 
regionals and the Christmas-time 
National Junior:;. 

This is our initial Paddleball sec­
tion In ACE and despite a few dis­
gruntled "handball above all" (and, 
In this we agree) there appears to 
be an overall OK for co-ex.istance. 
Live and let live, fellows ... ther e 
is room for all . . . and if there 
isn't room, let's go out and clang 
the bells and get more courts. 

The fl rs t International Paddle 
Rackets Association championship 
tournament is set for the St. Louis 
JCCA next April. Full det ails will 
be forthcomin g in the next ACE. 

ing at the seams with the larges t 
membership in the world ... with 
six courts now, plans to add addi­
tional courts to accommodate its 
frustrated handballers who must 
frantically scamper to get a court 
reservation. Gener al Secret ary Mc­
Clelland is convinced a glass gal­
lery court should be included in the 
new addition , is now bent on secm·­
ing the necessary funds. So, don't 

be surprised if we have the '71 na­
tionals in the Windy City . 

• • 
HEARD AND SEEN . .. Pau l 

Haber is going to be rough and 
ready for a reclaim on his 1966 and 
1967 titles, Mr. Stuffy. Just recently 
Paul took on both runnerup Ray 
Neveau and Simi e Fein and applied 
the noose , and that 's no easy tr ick 
... another strong returnee to th e 
four-wall singles wars sho uld be a 
trained-down Lou Russo Jr., fresh 
from h is doubles win in Detroit 3-
wall with Marty Decat ur . And , we've 
got our prayers going for Denny 
Hofflander, who has been in t he 
midst of Vietnam war fare for nine 
months. We're sure Denn y's abilit:, 
and attitude will be st ri ctly na t ion­
al championship poten ti al upon h is 
return . . . there's th at youn g::ter 
Terry Muck, who will be eomin g of 
age for the nex t one an d "'lith con ­
tin ued improvement sh ouid. now be 
knocking loud and clear , ?.long wit h 
his best supporter and m ost experi ­
enced, still young ca mp aigner, a 
physically able Bill Ya mbric k. 

Mike Dau is busy in a multi tu de 
of coaching duties a t Lake Forest 
College but with his re a l keen in ­
terest mainly in handball. The new 
three - court facility th ere is now 
open and his "boys" the Yee twins, 
Wes and Willie from Bob Dav idson 's 
school of bombardment in New York 
and Dave Smi th from St. Louis, are 
the hopefuls upon which Mike has 
hopesto build a na tional intercol­
legia te championship team. 

' 

Presid ent Bob Kend ler flew to 
Memphis to speak to a full house, 
with enthusiasm generated by our 
Tenn essee district commissioner , 
Jack Gillespie . . . purpo se was to 
"sell" a glas s-walled championship­
exhibition court for th e new court 
buildin g plans at the fast-growing 
Memph is St ate University. Bob got, 
the r eal Southern recep tion and it 
looks 100 per cent for a realiza t ion 
of such plans by 1970. (see new 
building drawing on our cover ) ... 
Wh en Jack was in Detro it for the 
three-wall he mentioned to Bob the 
possibility and that was all that 
was needed . . . "I'll come down 
imm ediately," Bob told him, "and, 
we'll make sure they are aware of 
the importance of the Classroom 
Court." For , that 's what RWK sold 
them on - the flexibility of such a 
court in teaching the game, show­
casing the game, and using it for 
other practical uses. FIRST .~L~~S BILLING . .. Washington Athl · . . -

rocogn1!oon to handbal l outdoor displa 0.11 °
10c Equipment on Seattle gives "equa l 

manager of the sporting goods store (I ~-1) 
1f ouglas. (left), president and general 

back, with Jim Bilby, in charge of handbe II ' 
1
ormer University of Washington quarter• 

for Bruco Lamken to lake tho picluro, 
0 sa es and trophies . Andy Anderson arranged 

Chicago may once again become 
a national tournament site . The 
Northwest Suburban YMCA, burst-
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CAROM SHOTS 
Mayor Louie Welch headed up the 

list of dignitaries at the formal open­
ing of the Houston Downtown YMCA 
outdoor running track, Sept . 5. Along 
with Mayor Welch were Dr. Robert 
Leachman , noted heart surgeon, and 
Bobby Morrow, winner of three gold 
medals in the 1959 Olympic Games . 

Lou Guillou, formerly at Notre 
Dame University, is now in the 
mat hematics d e p a r t m en t at St . 
Mar y's College, Winona , Minn. He is 
a.n avid handballer, and has an­
~.ounced an open singles tournament 
t here, Oct . 18-20. There are four 
i·egulation courts located in the col­
lege's thr ee-year-old athletic center. 
Lou is serving on the tournament 
committee along with Max Molock, 
int ramural director; Brother 1. 
Patr ick Hayes , vice president ; George 
Rogge, Winona YMCA. 

Toronto's Sgt. Ed Chalmers has put 
on display a "super" model court for 
the various Y's in the area and an­
nounces. "It took six months to build 
and in this way I hope to get the real 
thing constructed . The Valentines 
Handball Club, where I am the hand­
ball coordinator, is going to build 
the glass court along with others , 
with plans set for 1970. Pat Kirby is 
coming to Toronto soon." 

• • • 
Irv Goode, 6-6, 250 pound St . Louis 

Cardinal footballer, visited the Uni­
versity of Missouri at Rolla and 
played some spirited handball with 
USHA members, Leo Christopher and 
Professor J . Bobbitt , on the school's 
new standard sized court. Christopher 
and Bobbitt were instrumental in get­
ting the new court. Both UMR staff 
members agreed with Goode that 
fast handball is probably the best 
all-around game for maintaining 
stamina , reflexes and general muscle 
tone . Dues in the Rolla Association 
are nominal but necessary to in 
order to pay off the loan for the con­
struction of the building. The idea 
behind a dues-paying membership is 
merely to "break even" while the 
members can work out and enjoy the 
g.ame - for faculty and students . 

• • • 
Bob Kasey, former 1 y assistant 

athletic director at the Washington 
A.C. in Seattle, is now athletic di­
rector at the Spokane Club new mil­
lion dollar facllity. The Club in­
cludes: two st an d a r d handball 
courts, two squash co u r ts, gym­
nasium, swimming pool, conditioning 
departments, and locker facilities. 

Bob Is now getting the handball 

OCTOBER, 1968 

H O U ST O N YMCA .. . Outdoor 
running track innovation in this era 
of "Run For Your Life" ... Mid-50 
year old Ike Jones paced marathon 
contest runners last year, logging 
more than 200 miles within two 
weeks. 

program organized and promises the 
same blanket membership in USHA 
he helped produce in Seattle. He re­
ports that Bob Bourbeau paid a visit, 
" and very politely slaughtered all of 
the local players in a display of fine 
handball . . . one question he raised 
was the heating and humidity prob­
lem .. . our board of trustees has ap­
proved air-conditioning to combat 
this problem ." 

• * • 

Loyd Phillips, now a first string 
defensive with the Chicago Bears, 
was a disappointment a year ago as 
a rookie from the University of Ar­
kansas. A leg injury hampered him 
and last Winter an examination disc­
overed a blood clot . After a success­
ful operation Loyd reports. "Every 
day I'd play handball with Pete 
Barnes of the Houston Oilers, then 
we'd lift weights and run two or three 
440's. I'm in the best shape right now 
that I 've been in since my sophomore 
year in college." 

• • • 
Our Tucson able district commis­

sioner, Holly Kembel, tells us they're 
after the county to build some three­
wall courts . . . also, says, Major Car­
men Annillo is flying out of Da Nang 
and has beaten the former Vietnam 
No. 1 player for the title on the re­
motest handball court in the world. 

• • • 
George Nelson, the former na­

tional singles champion (1927) , has 
renewed his membership, adding: 
"Had cataract removed from right 
eye in May and hope to resume play 
about Oct . 1, going into my 56th 
year. Sorry to learn of Al Banuet's 
death . . . he beat me in finals in 
1930 and 1931 . was best I have 
ever seen." . .. . 

Add new courts - Bill Kennedy, 
our New Jersey "pro" scribe . . . 
Portland, Maine, YMCA - two new 
courts. Central YMCA in Indiana­
polls - one new standard "official" 
court; one new "unofficial" court 
. . . Eastside Y also has an official 
court . . . from Elmer Binner, as­
sociate general secretary of the Y. . .. . 

Chicago may bounce back in the 
picture as a site for USHA. national . 

four-wall championships . . . The 
Northwest Suburban Y M C A has 
blueprinted plans for adding addi­
tional courts to its existing six and 
this will include a glass walled ex­
hibition championship court. This 
YMCA boasts the largest member­
ship in the world and is bursting 
at the seams with activity. 

• • • 
Steve Subak, the National YMCA 

Handball Committee Chairman, is 
awaiting confirmation of April 14-
19 for the annual National YMCA 
Four-Wall Championships ... 

SPORTING GOODS BUSINESS is 
fine, vital new publication . . . the 
monthly newsmagazine as a major 
communications force in the sport­
ing goods field. 

Officers of the Houston Handball 
Association: Tim Ballantyne, presi­
dent; Frank Price and John Heiner, 
vice presidents and Ronnie Emberg, 
secretary-treasurer. 

PLEASE! PLEASE! 
Notify USHA in advance when 

you change your address. Second 

class mailing material is not for­

warded. Be sure to get every issue 

of ACE. USHA-4101 Dempster St., 

Skokie, Ill. 60076. 

SIGN UP A HANDBALL BUDDY! 
O $2 for 1969; O $5 for 1969-71 

l"ame _ _ _ _ __ _____ _ 

Add res,._ _ __ _ ______ _ 

City· ___ _ _ _____ __ _ 

Stat,, __ _ __ _...ip cod, ___ _ 

Send check or money order to: USHA, 
4101 Dempster St., Skokie, Ill. 60076 
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Instructional Article 

Lou Kramberg Expounds On Court 

Tactics, Three-Wall Developments 
Editor's Note: Lou Kromberg, assistant n1hle1ic director 
to Al Stein nt the famed 92nd S1. Yl\1l:IA in New York 
City, hos contributed some noteworthy inslructionnl ar• 
ticles in the pnsl, and hns ngnin graciously consented to 
have his "brains picked". A disciple of Jim Jacobs, Lou 
has on impressive background of professional SJ>Orls pnr• 
licipalion in basketball and baseboll, ond despite n com­
parilively late start in bondball, is considered one of the 
nation's real fine ball players. Ile is definitely an astute 
student of the game ond herewith posses forth some of 
his observotions in a toped session with yours truly while 
at the three-woll nationals in Detroit, 

• • • 
By LOU KRAMBERG, a1 told to MORT LEVE 

Conditioning for players-I have found that many 
handball players neglect one important aspect of their 
training !n preparing for court play. They overlook 
the values of wind sprints. I feel long distance running 
ls fine for stamina although it will not necessarily 
help much in a handball court in making those quick 
moves. In my opinion handball ls a series of short 
sprints back and forth chasing that elusive ball. It 
would be most beneficial for players to add wind 
sprints, ut1llzlng the gymnasium . .. sprinting down 
one end, walking back, repeating seven to ten times, 
and then finishing up with a shuttle sprint which is 
a continuous sprint back and forth about six times 
without stopping. 

I would suggest this sprint program three times a 
week and it ls my belief it would help greatly in im­
proving quickness in the court . 

- We were talking about the importance of arm 
strength in 01tr game, and you emphasized forearm 
rather than bicep strength. 

I don't believe the bicep power doesn't do as much 
for the player as forearm and wrist strength . If the 
player will take five, ten or 15 pound weights . . . 
anything that can be handled comfortably and just 
do wrist curls. it would be more beneficial than just 
pumping up the bleep muscles. Of course, constant 
handball play must be intermingled to keep this from 
being restricting. 

The other exercise recommended, using the same 
type weights, would be leverage exercises ... extend­
Ing the arms in front, holding for several seconds, 
then bringing them down, arms to the side with the 
same pattern, repeating ... this will give tendon, liga­
ment, shoulder strength. Lastly, spend two or three 
minutes a day with five or ten-pound weights doing 
shadow boxing. This would be most beneficial in those 
long volleys where many players become arm weary. 

-As we know the most effective shots are those that 
are taken from as low a position as possible. Could 
you advise any limbering up type exercise that would 
aid a player in gaining thts flexibility? 

In physical education they have been getting away 
from the deep knee bends, which are thought to be 
harmful to the knees. However, the half knee bend 
might be prescribed. I don't think too much impor­
tance should be given getting real low because it is 
the position which ls most comfortable that gains 
results. I do belleve there ls a spot ideally suited for 
hitting the handball 11 you can get it to that spot, 
but it's mainly a question of reflexes in getting to 
the ball. If you reach the ball and line it up properly 
most players wlll hit it properly, 

I think the biggest mistake players make 1s in not 
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running past the ball so that t_hey _do not come in 
behind the ball and thus gettmg mto the proper 
position. 
-What do you mean by running past the ball? 

A lot of players in chasin _g a pass shot will race 
to the spot where it is passm g them a nd reacl! for 
the ball. Now, if you watch Jim Jacobs , Stuffy Smger 
or Paul Haber they will go two or thr ee fee t pa st the 
ball actually run past it and then wait for it to drop 
whiie the inexperienced player is reachi ng an d pull­
ing the ball back to the front wall ._ You must go past 
the bal1 and then it will look like a -watermelon . 
Please young ball players of America , do uot run to 
the e~act spot where the ball is going· t., lan d, get 
past it and the ball will wait for you. 

- One of the things brought out 110:re a t t he 
three-wall tournament is the move in doors beca use 
of rain and the switch to four-wall to complete the 
day's schedule. A player like Steve Sandl er , outst and­
ing in one-wall, but a comparative no vice a t four­
wall, finds the hardest transition to mak e is the shot 
off the back wall . . . a move that is app arently 
foreign to all one-wailers, and, of cour se, not neces­
sary in three-wall. 

I believe the back wall game becomes mor e mental 

4 
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SNAl'PING HER CHAMP H 
catches a photo of th d UBBY • • . Lou Russo's pretty Mrs. 
Lou Kramberg at h I 8ft ou_b~u finals . . . that 's 1erious-lookin9 
u his boys roll to ~~ti:. ' wit Bob "Coach" Davidson meditating 
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than anything else to the changeover one-wallers. 
The back wall shot can be the easiest shot in hand­
ball. You must realize that it is the only time in 
handball play that the ball is going in the same 
direc tion that you want to hit it. There's no resist­
ance to the back wall shot. To me it is strictly a 
question of attitude. To me, when I 'm on my game, 
when the ball goes to the rear of the court I say to 
myself , ' 'Oh boy" ... not, "Oh , no ". 

- Cont inuing our conversation on the final day 
after Marty Decatur had beaten Jim Jacobs in the 
singles final s, 21-13 , 21-1. Jim had come into this 
tournament saying he was here more or less as a 
" la rk " and would see how far he could go with his 
chr onic back conclition . This was a fourth title in 
sin gles here for Marty and we questioned Lou , asking 
1vhy hi s three-wall game seems stronger than his 
fou r -w all game. 

You mus t realize, Mort , that I 'm a neophyte at the 
ga me of three-w all, but in my opinion I feel one of 
t.he reasons Marty is so great at this game is that 
i t is a combination of one-wall, four-wall with the 
emphas is more on one-wall and I've always thought 
tha t Marty's natural habitat is the one-wall court. 
He bea t St eve Sandler this year after not being in 
tournam ent play for some time, although he does 
play exhibi tions. His overhand game is tremendous, 
11is ri ght and left hands are strong. His left has be­
come much better in th e last two years because of 
injurie s to his strong hand .. . a bad thumb and 
bone bruises. Marty hasn't reached 30 as yet while 
Jacobs will be 39, and is just better at the game now 
and completely overpowered him. If people would 
give it some though t they would realize that Decatur 
has the guts of a burglar on the court ... tremen­
dous competitor , no t afraid to shoot , and is extreme­
ly accurate on his fly shots and on the bounce from 
deep court. We can get back to shooting later but 
the three-wall court is so huge that the shot really 
doesn't have to be that good to be effective. 

Against Jim , perhaps, he tries to make the shots a 
bit better but against some of the other players in 
the tournament in the earlier rounds , "safe kill" from 
deep court proved quite sufficient, and his confidence 
in all these facets of his game is such that this is 
the answer to his winning . . . coupled, of course, 
with his tremendous service. He uses all of the court. 
He hit some shots today that were just within the 
long line while Jim had some vital ones in that first 
game that were out . It appears to me, in the last 
analysis , that this three-wall game was just waiting 
for Marty to come along. It's his, lock, stock and 
barrel. 

Lou, in this tournament we have had the surpris­
ing and crowd-pleasing element of the 16-year-old 
Straus twins - Mitchell and Gary - coming along 
to beat the Oberts in a 31-point match ... realizing 
that Oscar is badly handicapped wi-th his back . . . 
and then coming forth to win later matches to play 
in the finals . These boys seem to improve 100% every 
time we see them. What do you think of their future? 

We have the Straus boys playing at our 92nd St. 
YMHA now ... they have been playing with Jim ... 
I have played with them ... they had their initial 
training with Bob Davidson and he did a lot for their 
game . . . making them aggressive. Jim has taught 
them something . I think they have learned a lot 
from everyone. The big improvement in their game 
has been one of attitude . Perhaps, through their as­
sociation with Jacobs, Marty and myself .. . we're 
trying to impress them the importance of character 
on the handball court. They're not a better team 
than the Oberts at this moment as I think with a 
healthy Oscar it wouldn't have been much of a 
match. The kids were charged up, they had nothing 
to lose. They weren't expected to win. That's always 
the best way to go into a match. They are maturing. 
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KIDS IN DOUBLES FINALS ... That's southpaw Gary Strauss 
firing away from deep court •. . but the I b-year-old "Davids" 
couldn't slay the Goliath talents of Lou Russo and Marty Decatur. 

As to their future? They can't execute shots much 
better than they're doing right now. There's just so 
many things you can do on a handball court and 
they're doing 'em. They can soften their ceiling shot 
on a four-wall court, they can play better court posi­
tion , they have some problems with hooks in front 
of them . . . but this will come with experience. I 
believe if they remain with us the championship aura 
will rub off . . . Jim is gracious, Marty is humble ... 
I can't help but think they will win - not just be­
cause of physical prowess, but because they will con­
tinue to develope attitude and character, which is 
something most young kids don't have because no 
one talks to them about it. 

I have been in on frequent conversations with Jim, 
our good friend Cus D'Amato (former manager of 
boxing champion, Floyd Patterson), and this is the 
main topic - character. Stuffy has this now and 
this is why he won the championship. He went all 
week and had a great deal of character on the hand­
ball court. 

- When you speak of character, Lou, on a hand­
ball court, in a boxing ring , or on a baseball diamond 
. .. just what do you mean? What are the elements 
of character? Are you talking about sportsmanship? 
Are you talking about competitive desire? Behavior 
on and off the scene of competition? Watching the 
diet? Proper rest? Doing everything possible toward 
that championship goal . . . is this what you mean 
by character? 

Yes, again, I must go back to Jim and Cus ... I 
have listened to them and I have a great deal of 
respect for their opinions. Character can be summed 
up in d!scipllne. They never discuss age. They don't 
think this Is a factor if a man thinks young and can 
think of winning only. Cus believes if a man really 
believes in himself, in winning, he could have pizza 
and coke before a fight, and still win. 

So, let's sum it up in the words "discipline" and 
"attitude" . It's a question of not looking over your 
shoulder to see who Is gaining on you. I told the kids 
to go out there and play and If they got ahead not 
to be surprised; the reason they would be ahead ls 
because they are playing better handball than their 
opponents. Never think your opponent is playing 
badly because you are making him play this way. 
And, if you"re ahead in the ball game against some 

(To next page) 
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INSTRUCTIONAL •.• 
(From page 17) 

one who has a reputation and is supposed to be 
favored to win, don't look back. 

- Lou, when I was first introduced to the tourna­
ment scene about 16 years ago, the general trend of 
thought was that a true handball champion co1lldn ' t 
be developed before the age of 28 or 30. Johnny Sloan 
was probably the first one to disprove this theory, 
winning a national doubles (YMCA with Jack Gor­
don) at the age of 18. Jimmy won his first national 
singles at the age of 24 as another example. Now , we 
have these Straus twins coming so fast at the age of 
16. It may prove that this game can be mastered at 
the same age the youngsters master such sports as 
swimming, football, basketball, track and baseball. 

Yes, Sloan became a champion because he had the 
talent PLUS the advantages of association and play 
with some of the nation's very best. Jacobs had this 
same advantage, along with fellows like Phil Collins, 
Marty Decatur, and the Oberts. Sloan further im­
proved his game making a long tour with Jacobs, 
and the two of them certainly helped one another. 
The one word that I think has revolutionized the 
game, and something I discussed with Stuffy Singer 
in San Francisco, is "choice". And, Jim and John 
were experts at making the proper choice of shots 
In a handball court. This is now being passed down 
to these youngsters. They come to a tournament and 
they watch these great ball players perform and al­
ways see the correct choice . You see many potential 
greats at the tournaments , hitting the ball hard with 
both hands, but they don't win the big ones untll 
they learn to make the proper choice. It 's not enough 
anymore to have two good hands , the hop to go with 
it. If you can 't place the ball properly , if you don't 
change speeds, if you don't hook correctly ... if you 
hit a ceiling shot as proper choice but don 't hit soft­
ly enough it Is still not effective. In other words, we 
might supplement choice with proper execution. The 
ones who pick these up are the ones who will go on 
ahead . 

I don't want to get into a discussion about the old­
timers. I'm 39 but I didn't take up handball until 
the age of 26 or 27. I'm sort of associated with the 
handballers of today. I think of myself as playing 
the game properly just within the past five years, 
before that I was just hitting the ball. Now, I've 
seen film that Jim has of yesteryear standouts. I 
don't want to mention names but in comparison with 
today's brand It was horrible. I don't say they didn't 
have ability . . . they would probably pick up the 
necessary finesse to cope with the seeded stars of 
today but with the game they used a generation ago 
they would not win now. They just didn't do the 
things with the ball that we see today. Naturally, 
this Is true with most sports. Finer equipment, bigger 
and stronger performers, addition of more and varied 
shots. They just wouldn't make seven points against 
a Billy Yambrick or a Paul Haber. (Editor's note: 
That should bring a deluge of mail) . 

- We once talked with John Hills, the noted TV 
physical fitness expert, and handballer, about proper 
exercises before playing handball, and he promised 
to prepare a treatise for us. Do you recommend any­
thing specifically? 

Not really. Everyone differs, of course. The main 
thing is to go onto the court feeling ready to play 
. . . socks, shoes and gloves fitting properly . . . If 
you are nervous, realize this is natural and that it 
will wear off after the match gets underway. All the 
conditions should be favorable. Don't walk on that 
court feeling you are giving away anything . Once a­
gain, it is all-important to have the proper attitude. 
Some players have the dry heaves, others turn white, 
some get red behind the neck, still others yawn. Just 
remember, these are normal reactions. Everyone has 
some version of them. 
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_ You are talking more about preparing yourself 
mentally more than physically. Now , a player 1!Jalks 
into the court. What should he do to get -physically 
ready for play? We know some players . will sho_wer 
to relax before a match ... othe!'s might go into 
the sauna to loosen up . . . dunking of the hands 
in hot water. 

Obvious, this is a personal thing. I don't do any­
thing physical other than get ?nto the cour~, throw 
to get loose, and then go at it h3:rder until I ~eel 
ready to start play. If the other things are sootlung 
by all means stick with them; again we're getting 
back to attitude . I have noted that there are play ers 
who get on the court before a match against a so­
called "name" player and immediately assume an in­
feriority complex . .. getting off to the side to allow 
the opponent more room. I've seen Jacob s get into 
the court and his opponent will retrea t to the back 
of the c~urt and start to lob the ball agai nst the 
side wall, and just seem to shrivel out of sight. This 
is not good . .. it displays a timidity to thf! oppon­
ent , and it makes it that much easier for h im. 

Mort, you asked me about the top play en; fr om the 
small cities, and what they need do to cope with th e 
so-called super stars of our game. Th ey sh ould come 
to the regional and national tournament s and ex ­
pose themselves and learn the refinemen ts of cha :!1.­
pionship handball. When Jacobs went on .his long 
tour several years back he brough t back man y am us­
ing stories. They would invariably tell h im at this 
stop or that one, "Wait until you see so-an d-s o's back 
wall shot. He flattens them all the time. " Jim would 
reply, " But , I won't give him the opportunity to get 
those kind of shots." They would ignore him , and re ­
peat, "But , wait until you see him flatten the ball." 
And, sure enough, the match would progress and the 
local hero would be in there floundering and the 
score would be whatever Jim would want it to be. 
The reason for this is that these fellows learn noth­
ing more than offensive shots. They have not learn ed 
defense because there's nobody around to force them 
to go on defense. 

Now, you know when a man is playin g a Haber, 
Decatur, Yambrick or Singer he will find himself 
chasing to the rear of the court after serving the 
ball and forced to return with his off hand . That is 
perhaps the biggest revolution in handball ... the 
punch to the ceiling with the off hand or bringing 
the ball around the walls. If you atte~pt to shoot 
?ff these returns you'll be a loser . . . if this return 
1s ex~~ut~d properly . The ball is slanting to the floor 
and 1~ s Just unreasonable to think you can mak e an 
effective shot off it. 
. S?, those fr?m the towns where the competition is 

hm1ted, practice defense. When the opponent gives 
~ bad serve go on defense anyway and give the ceil­
ing or around the walls return and practice thes e 
n_ianeuvers • .. even though you can make an · offen­
sive shot . .. you know you can beat these guys any ­
way. Use all the walls, the punch to the ceiling, and 
by all means practice the right stroke. With the 
punch or overhand to the ceiling it is all-important 
~o use touch • . . because such shots are worthless 
if executed too hard. It will come off the back wall if 
hit hard and be the same as a straight back wall 
s~it to th e experienced opponent . You don't want to 
g e choice • • . you want him to take it in deep 
co~rt overhand or scraping off the back-side wall 
t,~d P~rmit _only a defensive return . . . you then 
the ~a1i:~~~~gs~~~/nti! someone miscues to allow 

So remember when . . 
ponent you ca~ you ~re playing against an op-
shots You will beat ~a nd11Y, practice your defensive 
rathe~ 1 no ose your offensive game but, 
stron ' g ve yourself a complete game to cope with 
ball ;;r t~PP~ne~ts. It isn't the job of flattening the 
defense P;a tc wall, _it's the know how of playing 

· c ice, practice, practice - defense! 
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DATES 

Oct. 18-26 

Nov. 17-23 

Nov. 17-23 

Dec. 8-14 

Nnv. 29-Dec. 1 

Dec. 28-30 

h n . 11-18 

J an. 17-19 

Jan. 25-Feb. 1 

Jan. 31-Feb. 2 

1968-69 TOURNAMENT CALENDAR 
EVENTS & SITE 

Colorado State Y Doubles 
Denver YMCA 

A, B & c Classes 

Northwest Sub . YMCA 
Des Plaines, Ill . 

USHA Central Singles 
Northwest Sub . YMCA 

Des Plaines , Ill. 

USHA Masters Doubles 
Northwest Sub. YMCA 

Des Plaines, Ill. 

CONTACT 

Les Shumate 
655 Monaco Pky. Denver 

Joe Ardito, USHA Hqs. 

Joe Ardito, USHA Hqs. 

Dayton, Ohio. YMCA Harry Bradbury, Phys. Dir. 
Invitational YMCA-117 W. Monument 

Dayton , Ohio 

Open Masters Doubles 
Denver YMCA 

USHA National Juniors 
(to be announced) 

USHA Colorado Singles 
A, B & C Classes 

Denver YMCA 

Akron YMCA 
Open Singles & Doubles 

USHA Colorado Doubles 
A, B & C Classes 

Denver YMCA 

Annual Mardi Gras 
Invitational 

Les Shumate 
655 Monaco Pky. Denver 

Mort Leve, USHA Hqs . 

Les Shumate 
655 Monaco Pky. Denver 

Don Nelson, YMCA 
80 W. Center, Akron, 0. 

Les Shumate 
655 Monaco Pky. Denver 

Donald Zimmer 
c/ o New Orleans A. C. 
222 Rampart, N. 0 ., La. 

Feb . 7-9 23rd Annual Dallas A.C. George Lee, Athletic 

Feb. 20-23 

March 16-22 

April 11-13 

Invitational 

USHA Natl. Contenders 
Birmingham, Ala., Y 

USHA Natl Champion.ships 
U. of Texas, Austin 

(also Natl Intercollegiates) 

Annual Mem. Invitational 
Denver YMCA 

Director, Dallas A.C. 

Mort Leve, USHA Hqs. 

Mort Leve, USHA Hqs . 

Les Shumate 
655 Monaco Pky. Denver 

1969 USHA REGIONAL TOURNAMENTS 
MIDEAST - Columbus , Ohio, YMCA, Jan. 31 - Feb. 2. 
SOUTH - Shreveport , La ., YMCA, Jan. 23-26. 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN - Denver YMCA, Feb. 20-23. 
WEST - Fresno YMCA, Jan. 31 - Feb. 2. 
EAST, SOUTHEAST, MIDWEST & NORTHWEST SITES 
TO BE ANNOUNCED IN DECEMBER ACE. 

' 

' 

' ' 

ACE SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE 
Please include an ACE label to 
insuro prom p I service whenever 
you write about your subscription . 

: MAIL TO: USHA, 410 I Dempster 
I: Street, Skokie, Illinois b007b. 

TO SUBSCRIBE mail this form 
/ with your payment, chock one: 
, O new subscription, O renew my 
: subscription. 

Ii SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 

I CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
attach label here 

If you ' re moving, pleato let us know five weekl before 
changing your oddren. Place mo901ine oddr111 label 
here, ptint your new oddreu below. If you have a 
quution oboul your subscription, place your m0901lne 
addrcu label here and cllp this form to your l1111r. 

namo 

addreu , United States, Canada, and U. S. 
, Possess;ons, I yr. $2.00. All other 
I subscriptions, I yr. $3.00. clly 11010 zip code 
J.-----------------------------------------------------·------------------------------------------------------------
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West Regional ... 
Fresno. Calif .. YMCA will host the 

1969 USHA West Regional, Jan. 31-
thru Feb. 2. 

In view of the limitation of facili­
ties imposed by four courts, 160 
players will be the maximum ac­
commodated on the three-day basis, 
with 68 matches scheduled on open­
ing day. 

This will be handled on a first 
come, first entered basis. 

FRANK ZUNIGA, President 
Fresno YMCA Handball Club 
1408 N St., Fresno, Calif. 

Mardi Gras Invite ... 
The New Orleans Athletic Club 

Mardi Gras Invitational Handball 
Tournament dates have been set for 
Jan. 31 and Feb. 1, 2, 1969. 

This tournament is open by invita­
tion only. 

For additional information please 
contact either Don Zimmer or Mr. 
Lee Early at the New Orleans Ath.letic 
Club, 222 N. Rampart Street, New 
Orleans, La., 70112. 

Tourney Publicity ... 
-Pre-tournament announcements. 
-Contacts with local newspapers, 

radio and TV to service them with 
information and to get their possible 
coverage on assignment. 

-Cooperation with news media on 
possible interviews, pictures, etc. 

- If the tournament is important 
enough to warrant Western Union 
wires and operators, inform them 
early of the need and work with 
them on their requirements. Keep 
your local Associated Press and the 
United Press International posted on 
results and pinpoint cities with lead 
items on players involved. 

Rod follows with the need for 
tournament information signs for 
spectators and players ... welcome 
signs ... directional signs ... large-
scaled pairings forms in strategic 
locales. 

Committees needed to handle ref­
ereeing, maintenance, tickets, enter­
tainment, ads, housing, awards, ban­
quets. 

In conclusion - tournament pro­
cedure - check lists ... time sched­
ule ... have first aid equipment and 
doctor on call if needed. 

Post-tournament - Evaluate tour­
nament . . . letters of appreciation 
where necessary . . . match result.a 
to participants with summary for 
their information . . . constructive 
critique . , . write article and send 
In to ACE magazine. 
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Chicago ... 
Washington Park Handball Club 

has completed its annual Open Dou­
bles Tournament . The tournament 
was successfully and ad m i r ab I y 
handled by Jim Cosentino , who found 
the thankless task motivated by per­
sonal pride and loyalty to the club. 

Though the entry was not as large 
as last year, the quality of play did 
not suifer. There was power and 
there was precision, all going into 
the development of very exciting 
play . 

..._.._..--r-,..- r-:- ..,.-1 . 
'· 
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The championship was at least 
partially retained at the home court 
as it was won by Jim Cosentino of 
Washington Park teamed up with 
Floyd Olson of 111th St . YMCA. They 
defeated the team of Blanks and 
Hunt , Washington Park . The play of 
this final match was a fine exhibition 
of handball and absolutely inspired 
play by both teams. However, in­
spiration can prove ulitmately bene­
ficial to only one team . 

Next year there is every reason to 
expect a full representation from the 
whole metropolitan area. 

USHA LIFE INSURANCE PRESENTED . . . East Area Commissioner Irving Ehrlich pr e­
sents widow of Irving Ash $10,000 check. Sy Diamond !right) was court partn e r of the 
deceased, teaming with him for 15 years and participating in past seven USHA National 
Ono -Wall tournaments. Both belonged to Farragut Pool Adonis Health Club , B'nai Israel 
of Midwood and the Brownsville Boys Club . In add ition to the USHA check, a schol ar ­
ship fund has been established at the Brownsville Boys Club Day Camp in memory of 
Irving Ash . 

WASHINGTON PARK ~LUB .•• !I. to r. standing(-E. Cochrane, J . Jackson, M. Nailer, 
T. Flynn, L. Hunt, T. Ch,sm, M. Bell. ! I. to r. kneeling l-W. Walker, W. Tillery R Sm'th 
W. Smith, E. Blanks, D. McClendon, W. Collins. ' . 1 

• 

FILMS AVAILABLE 
Reserve a handball film for your awards banquet . . . club meet-

ing ... Sports Night ... 3-day rentals-$25 . * 1968 Nationals - St. Louis * 1967 Jacob s-Haber Exhibition * 1965 Nationals-Austin, Texas * 1964 Nationals -St. Louis * 1963 Nationals-Seattle 
Write: USHA, 4101 Demp ster St., Skokie, 111. 60076. 
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Seattle .. . 
The annual Seafa ir tourname nt, 

held at Seattle's Downtown YMCA, 
proved a huge success this season. 
Jim Miller is credited with the "ex ­
pert hand " that guided the smooth­
est tournam ent ever. His advanced 
planning made it a carefree tourna­
ment for all. 

Gordon Pfeifer , Tacoma Elks , won 
the singles, defe ating Mike Fies, 
Washington A. C., 21-5, 21-3. Third 
plac e was taken by Lea McMillan, 
Tacoma Elks, over Joe Lenhard t, 
San Jose YMCA, 21-3, 21-18. Jack 
Cotter of the host Y, won the con­
solati on singles. In the semis Len­
hardt and Fies battled for 2 hou rs. 

Bob Bunch and Bud Simpson of 
the Seattle Y, teamed up for t:1e 
first time, and won the doubles over 
Father Chandrau and Des Charou­
has , Washington's A.C., 21-20, 21-17. 
Third place was won by Jerry Mc­
Inroe and Roland Hublou Seattle 
Y, over the Patric elli brothers , Ron 
and Dick, by default . Tony Sagare 
and Ollie Nelson, Yakima YMCA, 
took consolation doubles honors . 

Behind the scenes chores were 
superbly handled by Don Lintott, 
referees' chairman; Mark Oughton, 
Van?ouver, B. c. YMCA, for yeoman 
service ... and the wives holding 
forth in the hospitality room: Mel­
by Ford, Pearl Bostrom Kay Gee, 
Irma Bunch . . . speclai thanks to 
the Y staff - in particular, Al Bos­
trom and Bob Gee . . . locker cage 
men, Al Miller and Bill Grenier. 

ACE - u.s.H.A. 



IPRA OFFICIALS 
President 

ROBERT W. KENDLER 
4101 Dempster St., Skokie, Ill. 60076 

National Comm issioner 

LARRY LEDERM AN 
J CC- 1400 N. Prospect, Milwauk ee, Wisc. 53I03 

East Ar ea Commi ssioner 

GERALD W. LAPIERRE 
2236 H epburn Ave., Dayton, Ohio 45406 

.lil id west Ar ea Commi ssioner 

J. LARRY :tv1EYER 
YMCA - 1000 Grove St., fa ·anston, Ill. 60201 

South Ar ea Commi ssioner 

KEN PORCO 
JCC -3 600 Dut chmans Lane , Louisville, Ky. 40205 

W estern A rea Commis sioner 

WALT CRYER 
Brigham Young Univ ersity, Provo, Utah 84601 

Canadian Commi ssioner 

GARY HANKO 
MARC, 595 Hornby St ., Vancouver, ll.C ., Can ada 

A1issouri Vall e), Commissioner 

MARLOWE A. PHILLIPS 
904 Franklin Ave., St . Louis , Mo. 63101 

District Commissioners 

JOE FINN 
9990 Van Dyke, Detroit, Mich. 48234 

ROBERT B. LENHART 
404 W . Fourth St., Williamsport, Pa. 17701 

--
• 

Another Players' Fraternity .. , 
ACE Magazine devotes eight pages of this October 

issue to our new relation, The International Paddle 
Rackets Association. We introduce !ts officers, discuss 
plans, and ln general start the ball rolling on an 
organization that alms toward a uniform ity of rules 
and standardized equipment. 

Bob Kendler has been asked to do the same guid­
ing and promotion al success that has been achieved 
for handball. The USHA headquarters will serve as 
the "clearing house" for the paddle rackets game 
just as it has been for handball . 

As is the typical story at the present time, there 
ls some confusion as to the ideal ball to use, and 
the clarification of rules. 

Nothing wlll be done in haste. First, sample balls 
will be sent to key facllitles to test and report on ... 
then, an official ball will be adopted. Discussions 
have been held on rules and the first rough draft 
ls Included on pags 6-7. They will also be sent out 
for constructive criticism and in the Dec. ACE the 
IPRA official rules will be printed. 
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Milwaukee's Larry Lederman 
Named IPRA National Commissioner 

In the first meeting of the paddle 
racket players, held during a na­
tional tournament sponsored by the 
Jewish Community Center of Mil­
waukee, USHA President Bob Kend­
ler was Invited to speak and explain 
the 20-year success story of hand­
ball. Players from some eight or 
nine states were in attendance and 
during the discussions it was evi­
dent that the paddle game had been 
emeshed in confusion for years and 
that there was now a consuming 
desire to work towards unification . 

Kendler offered his assistance and 
that of the USHA headquarters 
office and the enthusiasm of tho se 
present indicated that this would 
be the prime move in gaining a 
true national organization. 

There ls no one better qualified 
to assume the position of na tional 
commissioner than Larry Lederman, 
athletic director of the Milwaukee 
Jewish Community Center and a 
man who has long promoted both 
handball and paddleball. 

It was Larry who jumped a t the 
idea of the USHA National Con­
tenders and staged the first com­
petition at his JCC in 1964. Despite 
a lack of gallery he has been able 
to put on outstanding tournaments 
in both handball and paddleball 
through the years, staunchly sup-

ported by an active , able group of 
members. 

In this pioneer effort toward pad­
dle rackets unification the IPRA 
will be able to take advantage of 
the tri ed and tested USHA formula , 
both for membership - subscription 
and in tournament planning . Noth­
ing will be done in haste. On the 
immedia te agenda will be a testing 
and adoption of an official ball. 
Questionnaires were sent out last 
Summer and a compilation has 
been made. Right now, the test 
balls will be black in color, and it 
will then be det ermined how lively 
and how firm the composition of 
the ball should be. 

In the rules there has been much 
discu ssion on safety factors - such 
as use of the thong and one hand 
only as against switchin g of hands; 
eliminating use of hittin g th e ball 
into the back wall (desperation shot 
as used in handball) to reach the 
front wall because of the sudden 
move a round and swing of the 
paddle . 

Larry will have the complete sup­
port of Bob Kendler and the USHA 
national staff . . . and he has a 
good cross-country group of area 
and district commis sioners upon 
which th e buildup of IPRA will r est . 

Paddle rackets offers immense po-

LARRY LEDE Rlv'.i-.. 

tential and is wholl y (:;~ . . :: ,:I', ;iv 
physical educ ation dir ec~::::,:s e·:s ry­
where . Simply enou gh, E pe::-;..u~ts 
more court particip at ion.. n offer s 
prolon ged court life to t ,:0se p!a y­
ers who can no long er enjoy h an d­
ball . .. it offers an easie r in tr o­
duction to the four wall s by th ose 
who h ave play ed t enni s or badm in­
ton ... and th ere is mor e of a lur e 
for the women to play a ra cket 
game. 

Larry Lederman ha s a big job 
ah ead of him , but he ha s accepted 
it with re al enthusia sm . We'r e off 
and running! 

INT1ERN'.ATIONAL PADDLE RACKETS ASSOCIATION ' 
CHARTER MEMBERSHIP-SUBSCRIPTION APPLICATION 
EXTRA BONUS! Those signing up NOW wiH receive ACE magazine for the balance of this 
year PLUS all of 1969 ( $2 yearly feel, or through 1971 ( $5 for three year fee). Official 
IPRA membership cards will be issued. 

Those desiring dual USHA and IP~A memberships pay $3 for one year; $7 for three 
years. If current USHA member, $ I will cover 1969 IPRA additional membership. 

---------- - -------- -------- -----------·------------
IPRA 

410 I Dempster st. 

Skokie, Ill. 60076 l $2 for 1969; l $5 for 1969-71. 

NAME ______________ _ 

(Please print) 
YMCA/ Club/ Center / School 

ADDRESS c·t 
--------- -- --------' 1 Y ---- State _____ Zip __ _ 

Make checks or money orders for membership to: IPRA: 
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LEDERMAN 'WALL OF FAME' ... 
Milwaukee's Jewish Community Center athletic "Wall of Fame" 

has its first four members, including Larry Lederman our new In­
ternational Paddle Rackets Association national commi;sioner. 

Sam Fein, chairman of the selection committee, said additions 
will be made at intervals and candidates are being screened by the 
committee. 

Lederman is a former University of Wisconsin Big Ten champion 
wrestler, has coached that sport and tennis at Marquette University 
and the U. of Wisconsin extensive division. He has been director bf 
health and physical education at the JCC for 26 years and has play­
ed a key role in the Center's expanded sports program. 

Others selected were: Charles "Buckets" Goldenberg, former col­
lege and all-pro football lineman . He played 13 years with the Green 
Bay Packers. Hy Popuch, who played football and tennis at Mar­
quette University, and long a sports promoter in the city. Albert 
"Oll:e" Adelman , football and tennis standout at Northwestern Uni­
Vi).~$;_ty a nd the school's top scholar-athlete in 1937. 

L ___ _ 

Haber Also Plays 
Game Of Paddle Terrific 

By LARRY LEDERMAN 
Athletic Director 

JCC - Milwaukee 

Rackets 

What is it like to have a handball champion live "in the courts" and 
see him play every day ... to see the peculiar types of shots, that until 
he came , were completely foreign? 

Paul Haber is like the man who came to dinner ... and then stayed 
on . Paul came for an exhibition in December of 1967 and has been a fix­
ture in Milwaukee ever since. The question often put to me is " What does 
he add to the game of handball in your courts .. . and even in your area?" 
After complete analysis , there are some very definite conclusions. 

Without a doubt , the entire caliber of the game takes on a higher 
level of achievement for the players who wish to immitate or take on a 
new shot. For the top class of players, the presence of a champion (or ex­
champion) is electrifying . The games they play with the champ are new 
dimensions because they are now looking at various assortments of shots 
they have seldom, if ever witnessed. They are getting a "pressure" during 
the ball game that they have never felt . . . the feeling of being out of 
position, the feeling of setting him up on one of his "patented shots" ... 
the feeling of even belonging in the same court goes through the mind. 

The "handball area" profits from the games they are able to witness. 
A new thinking arrives ... a new chatter ... and a daily conversation 
of a new personality and the different game. 

There is a light and humorous side to games that are carried on in 
the courts. There are games where the opponent gets 20 points in a 21 
game; there are games of one hand versus two hands; there are games 
where opponents use rackets against hands, and then other combinations 
like "one man" against two with one serve or two serves depending in the 
ability of the players. 

Does this all point up to fun and pleasure? It does. And the good na­
ture ribbing and joshing when a player gets a "goose egg" for all his 
efforts ls bandied about the club in a raucous style. Yes, it's healthy, full 
of fun, and adds to the program. 

BONUS OFFER! 
SIGN UP THREE IPRA MEMBERS AND YOUR MEMBERSHIP 

FOR 1969 IS FREE! 

ALL 1969 MEMBERSHIPS WILL BE CHARTER. 
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Paddle Rackets Booms 
In Chicagoland Area 

With 107 four-wall courts avail­
able in the Greater Chicago area 
there was bound to be a move into 
paddle rackets. Leading the parade 
at the present time are the Duncan 
YMCA in Chicago and the suburban 
Evanston YMCA. 

J. Larry Meyer, physical director 
at the Evanston Y, is an able pad­
dle racket player, and had previous­
ly been an official in the Chicago 
area squash league . Larry will as­
sume the role of Midwest Area com­
missioner for IPRA and has already 
made a bid for a State or Division 
tournament in 1969. 

J. LARRY MEYER 
Midwest Area Commissioner 

Vancouver, B. C. Hotbed 

For Canadian Paddleball 
Gary Hanko, athletic director of 

the Men's Athletic Recreation Cen­
ter in Vancouver, B.C., Canada, in­
troduced paddleball two years ago. 
The roster now stands at 200 active 
players. 

Other facilities in the area have 
taken up the game - Vancouver 
A.C. and Jewish Community Center. 
Blueprint plans are set for the Uni­
versity of British Columbia, Simon 
Fraser University and the Univer­
sity of Victoria. They wlll support 
both paddleball and handball. 

Hanko writes: "You can be sure 
that in a short period you will have 
an additional 100 paddleball mem­
bers tn IPRA. Our first class tour­
nament last month in three classes 
attracted 80 entries, in which the 
entry fee covers the cost of a year's 
membership-subscription. I support 
both ~andball and paddleball." 



Wisconsin. 
The Wisconsin State paddle rack­

ets championship tournament will 
read like a "national" when it gets 
underway early next year, Larry 
Lederman, National Commissioner 
revealed the other day to the IP­
RA office. 

The champion, runner - up and 
third place winner are all from the 
Badger state, so the semi-flnal 's 
should read like last year's national 
tourney . 

What has happened to the game 
of paddle rackets is probably in evi ­
dence all over the United States . 
Handball players and former hand­
ball stars are trying the game and 
It suits them fine. 

Caught In action at the Milwaukee 
JCC courts were 1966-67 national 
handball champ lo n, Paul Haber, 
playing against Slmie Fein, national 
doubles paddl e racket champion and 
the outcome of the game revealed 
the unusual ability and sklll of 
Haber . Playin g the game for only 
eight days, Haber has caught on so 
quickly that he wilJ be a threat to 
any aspirant for the national cham­
pionship. A game Is already In the 
making for an exhibition with na­
tional champ William Schultz of 
Madison and Haber . 

Fein has the condition of a true 
athlete and should be another con­
tender In the scramble for national 
honors in tWs racket game. The 
passing and killing strategy is no 
different than handball and Fein 
demonstrates this with poise and 
ease. 

Peculiarly enough, when Fein and 
Jimmy White teamed up for dou­
bles In last year's na tio nal tourney , 
the two had only played three days 
together and Whi te h ad never held 
a paddle racket In his hand before 
that time. However, it is only fair 
to sta te that Jimmy is a runner-up 
in the Western racket squash tour­
naments and a tremendous hand­
ball player 1n hi s own right. Thi s 
gives a person the proper perspec­
tive of t he immediate carry over 
from other court games to paddle 
ball. 

LARRY LEDERMAN 
National Commissioner 
Intl. Paddle Rackets Assn. 

NATIONAL TOURNEY COMMITTEE .. . This is the bunch that did su ch .:. rino jo t in 
staging the 1968 tournam e nt at Mi lwaukee ' s JCC . ( I to r)-Mort Luc k, La rry Led or m ,)n, 
Ben Libowski, c hairman ; Tom Sa nicola, and Larry Gardner. Other m e mb ers of the com­
mittee not in th e picture we re: Irv Peckarsk i and Harry Diza ch . 

TH IR D PLACE WINNERS ... Ja y Ph illip s (loft) and his Dad , Marlowe Ph illips (right) 
of St . Lou is, took th e th ird spot in doubles; Tom Sanico la, M ilwaukee , the ag ele ss " Bois­
seroe" of paddle rackets, took a third in the singl es competition . 

FOUR DIVISION HOSTS SOUGHT 
Send in a bid now to host an IPRA Division Masters) will win a Special Award - round 

Tournament - singles, doubles and Masters trip air coach to the FIRST IPRA National 
doubles. Winners of singles and doubles ( not Championships. 
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Intercollegiate Paddle Rackets Planned 
With the increas e d growth of 

paddl e rackets in the colleges th ere 
is a definit e need for inter-college , 
region al and national championship 
tourn amen ts. 

IPRA is blue printing plans for 
a n intercollegiate play patterned 
after that of the USHA int er col­
legiatcs . In 1969 it is planned to 
hold a fi rst coll eg e eliminations as 
part or t h e open paddl e racket 
ch ampionships . 

Full det a ils will be carrie d in th e 
De c. ACF:. Meanwhile, we invite col­
lege ri~yer s to write us , telling of 
th e ,:-!;~ille ra cket activ it y, and we 
wrn •·:;:· ,::, the ball from th ere. 

v- . ·':! is paddle rackets being 
:p.t::-,i ' ... ? 

-: ~-• ·z let IPRA know and we'll 
r ('..1 ; !. ,,~ a dir ectory - Where To 
!,'"t ::. J?.iJ.ddJeball. And , let us know 
,·.t r:,i::~r t he "gut" racket or wood­
e:-: pa ddle is being use d . 

Bd' or e formi ng the IPRA surveys 
sho wed that the paddle racket game 
in four-wall is favored over the 
woode n paddle game appro ximate ­
ly five to one . 

And , if there is an argument for 
wood over gut , write us and we'll 
be happy to present the case. 

NATIONAL SINGLES FINALISTS ... W illiam Schulh, Madison, Wisc ., YMCA, (right) 
defeated teammate and doubles partner, William Schmidtke, for tho singles title. The 
two had been more familiar with the wooden paddles and had converted to the "gut" 
game only a month befor e the tournament . 

One-Wall Paddleball ... 
The U. S. Paddleball Association's 

Eighth Annual One - Wall Singles 
and Doubles Paddleball Champion­
ships were played on the handball 
courts at 96th St. , and 1st Avenue 
in Manhattan, September 14, 1968. 

Howard Hammer, Brooklyn, de­
fending champion defeated Martin 
Trachtenberg, Manhattan, 25 - 12, 
24-26, 25-16, in the singles finals . 

The doubles crown was regained 
by three time past champion Chris 
Lecakes and John Bruschi , Manhat­
tan. Lecakes and Bruschi defeated 
Howard Hammer and Bernard Klein, 
Brooklyn , 12-25, 25-22, 25-17. 

HANDBALL ABOVE ALL ... More known for their handball tournament abilities, Jim 
White (left) a.nd Simie Fein, outpointed the field in open doubles . The Milwaukee team 
had tho court coverage and quickly adapted to the racket game. White also had the 
background advantages of squash and badminton play. 

Paddleball, an offshoot of hand­
ball, ls played with a wooden paddle 
approximately 16 inches in length, 
on a regulation size handball court. 
Popularly played by thousands . . . 
paddleball Is recognized as one of 
the fastest games in sports, requir­
ing quick reflexes and stamina ... 
Among active participants in this 
sport are members of Congress, and 
New York's own Mayor Lindsay. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
PADDLE RACKETS ASSOCIATION 

OFFICIAL FOUR-WALL RULES 
NOTE: This is our first dr aft of rules for the International 
Paddle Rackets Association. The y ar c pr esented wilh the view 
in mind of gaining constru ctive cr iti cisms and a second draft , 
refinin g and ma king ac cept able th e official rul es. In this first 
draft an effort has been ma de tow ard th e safety fa ctor . The 
completed second dr aft will includ e an inde x for easy rcf e.r­
ence. The first nation al conventi on will convene durin g tJ1c 
na tional champion ships next April and at ilia t time a vot e 
tak en to adopt. th e revised official rul es. \ Ve invit e our paddle 
ra cket people to send in th eir comm en ts so tha t we might be 
better guided in thi s work. IPRA - 4101 Dempster Str eet, 
Skoki e, Illinois 60076 . 

* * * 

I. COURT - T he spe cifica tions for the sta nd ard four­
wa ll court a rc: 

{a) Dim ension s. T he d imensions shall be 20 feet w ide, 20 
feet h igh, a nd 40 feet long, wit h ba ck wall a t leas t 12 fee t 
high . 

{b) Lin es and Zon es. Court s shall be d ivided an d marked 
on th e floors with I ½ inch wide red or wh ite Jines as foll ows: 

(I) Short Lin c. T he short line is m idway be tween an d is 
pa rallel with the fr on t and back wa lls divid ing th e cou r t in to 
equal fron t a nd bac k cour ts. 

(2) Service Line. T he serv ice line is para llel wi th a nd lo­
ca ted 5 feet in fron t of th e short line. 

(3) Service Zone. T he service zone is th e space be twee n 
the out er edges of th e short an d serv ice lines. 

{ 4) Service Boxes. A serv ice box is loca ted al each end of 
th e servi ce w ne by Jines 18 inches from and para llel with eac h 
side wa ll. 

(5) Receiving Lines. Five feet bac k of th e sho r t line , verti ­
cal Jines shall be ma rked on eac h side wall ex ten din g 3 inc hes 
from th e floor. 

II THE GAME - Playe d by two p laye rs - singles; four 

players - doubles . 

(a) Scoring. Poin ts a rc only score d by the playe r or team 
in servi ce. 21 po int s constit u tes a game. A ma tch vic tory con­
sists of a player or team winn ing two games. 

(b) Refereeing. In tourn am en t p lay it is recomm ended th a t 
a refe ree a nd a scorer be used . It is th e refe ree 's responsi bil ity 
to take char ge, ma king all calls. T he sco rer's responsi bili ty is 
to keep a r unnin g count of the game an d ma ke a voca l call 
a fter each point is scored . 

III EQUIPMENT -

(a ) Uniform . All par ts of th e uniform , cons isting of a shirt , 
shorts, socks a nd sho es, sha ll be whit e . Warm up shirt s and 
pants , if worn in ac tu al m a tch p lay, shall a lso be wh ite. O nly 
club insignia and/or nam e of club or handb all orga ni7.ation 
may be on th e uniform . Playe rs may no t play with out shirt s 
in tourn aments. 

(b) Official Ball. Note. IPRA is now condu ctin g tests to 
detennin e an officia l ball . T he color black has alr eady been 
agree d upon. Th e ba ll sh all be 2¾ in ches in d iame ter , weight 

approximate ly 1.40 ounces wit h the bounc e at 65-70 in ches 
to be detennined through tl1csc tests. 

{c) Paddl e Racke t . As a safe ty factor it is hoped to adopt 
a racket with foam rubb er or other such mate ria l borderin g 
th e rim of rac ket. T he length together with w:d th may not 
excee d 26 inches wi th a weight of not more th2n one pound . 

JV. SER VE -

(a ) I n singles the server can stand in any par t o: ,; e ser ­
vice zone. He mus t bou nce th e ball on the floor and st:..;ke it 
to the fron t wa ll first, and the ball must rebound over ~he 
short line wiiliou t hillin g the floo r. The lega l esrve can ae 
eith er a straight rebound from the front wa ll or a combina­
tion with one side wa ll, h itt ing the floo r past ilie short line. 
Any ot her type csrvc is no good. Exampl es: Serve that h it~ 
the side wa ll first. There a rc two typ es of illegal serves -
"shorts " which a llow for a second serve, o r a p layer or side 
"o ut" serve that loses the serve. 

I. Short serves: Serve th a t docs not reboundov cr short lin e. 
Se rve that hi ts two or mor e wa lls a fter being served to front 
wa ll. Serve that h its front wa ll and then ceiling. Serve that 
h its front wa ll an d rebound s on fly 10 bac k wa ll. Foot fau lt 
serve in wh ich server extend s foot out of servic e zone whi le 
serving . 

2. P layer or side out serves: Se1vc tl1a t is hit into the floor 
before reaching front wa ll. Serv e that hit s ceilin g befor e reac h­
ing fron t wall. Serv e that rebounds back and h its server . Serve 
tha t h its par tner while this pla yer is out of h is position aga inst 
side wa ll. Serve tha t h its side wall before reachi ng from wall. 
Serve tha t h its the cro tch of floor and fro n t wa ll is considered 
5ame as serving in to th e floor. Boun cing the ball more than 
thr ee tim es before serving. No te: If such a serve hit s cro tch 
in second side wall or bac k wa ll it is a lega l serve, it i[ firs t 
goes over the short lin e. 

{b) In doubles, ilic team tha t serves first gets one serve 
only, and this serve can be taken by eith er player. From tha t 
ju nc tu re eac h team gets two serves with the same or der of 
serve prevaili ng. 

{c) Rece iving p layer or team must rem ain five fee t behi nd 
shor t line unti l ball is served and ca nnot return the ba ll Jcga Jly 
until it passes the short line . Any infra ct ion resu lts in p laye r 
or side out. 

{d) Two shor t serves result in player or side out. 

( e ) Return of service. Playe r can take ser ve ou t of air or 
on one bounce, an d can ret urn it to front wa ll with any com­
bina tion of walls or ceiling as long as ball docs not touc h 
floor befo re hittin g front wall . 

V. VOLLEY PLAY -

{a) Once ba ll is put into play a volley con tinu es u ntil th e 
player p layer or side serving or receiv ing has returne d th e ba ll 
to th e front wa ll and no return is made by the opposi tion . 

No te: As a safe ty fac tor in paddle rackets a player can not 
_re turn a ball by hitt ing it int o th e back wa ll first , as th e 
sudd enswit ch in position p uts h is opponen t in a pr eca rious 
position of ge ttin g h it by th e r ac ket . 

1. Player or tea m is allowed a clea r view and room to ex-
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eeu te shot of the ball on all ret urns during a voll ey. If suc h 
view or position is not give n a hind er should be ca lled . 

(a) Serving hind ers: "Shadow" serves in which the served 
ba ll pass es so close to the serve r 's body th at it imped es the 
view of th e ball by the receiv er. Serve that hi ts partner while 
he is in zone position against side wall. 

(b) Return hinders: Balls that st rik e the opponent. Balls 
tha t rebound from th e front wall int o a side or ba ck gal lery 
on the fly or first bounce . 

(Volley hind ers. Player not g iven clear view or posit.ion 
for return sho t. Physical con tact which imp edes effor t of 
pla yer to return ba ll. 

(d ) /\voidable hinder s. This need not be intent ional. In th e 
opin ion of the refe ree , if player has given opponent clc.'lr view 
or positio n for re tu rn when he cou ld have don e so, he can 
ca ll an avo idab le hinder an d this is player or side point, or 
ou t, :is the case may be. 

( d ::;J!cty h inde rs. lf player avoids returning ball because 
of fc ~r ':'f hitting his opponent with th e racket a hind er ca ll 
sho e!..'. ),n ma de by the referee . This is a jud gmen t d ecis ion, 
of c·-.1 ... ;:~!.:. 

(:; .'f :,laye r loses control of his racket time should be 
call, ; :, ,med iately. 

( i;l ~f !x1ll breaks durin g volley th e pl ay is immediate ly 
dc ac.. 

(!:.) i3all mu st be hit with the padd le in one or both hands. 
As a safe ty fac tor the thong must be around the wr ist a t all 
tim es. No swit ch of paddl e from one hand to the other dur­
ing voll ey or se1ve is pe rmi tt ed. 

( i ) If ba ll is touc hed with han d, arm or any pan of the 
body durin g return it is an out or point , as the c.1se may be. 

(j ) In doubles if one player swings and misses the ball, 
his partn er may a tt empt to return the ba ll lega lly. 

VI CONDUCT OF GAME -

(a) Delays. D eliberat e de lay excee ding ten seconds by the 
server, or receive r shall result in an out or point against the 
oITcnd er. 

(b) During Game. Durin g a game eac h player in singles, 
or each side in doub les, eit her while serving or rece iving may 
request a "t ime out" for a towe l, wiping glasses, chan ge or 
adju st equipm en t. Each " tim e out " sha ll not exce ed 30 sec­
ond s. No more than th ree " time ou ts" in a game sha ll be 
granted each singles play er or to eac h team in doubles. 

(c) Injury . No tim e out shall be charged to a player who 
is injured during play. An injured p layer shall not be allowed 
more than a tota l of fifteen minu tes of rest. If the injured 
player is not able to resum e play after his rest of 15 minutes 
th e match sha ll be awarded to the opponent or oppon ents. On 
any furth er injury to same playe r, the Commissioner, if pres­
ent, or conunitt ee, a fter considering any avai lable medic., ! 
opi nion shall det ermine whether the injured player wiH be 
a llowed to continue. 

(d) Betwee n Games. A two minute rest period is a llowed 
ben.,,een th e first and second games, a t which tim es the players 
should NOT leave th e co urt, without a pproval of th e refer ee. 
A ten minute rest period is a llowed between the secon d an d 
third games , a t whi ch tim e players may leave th e court. 

MISCELLANEOUS DEFINITIONS 

ACE - An ace is a lega l service which comp letely eludes 
th e receiver. 

FLY BALL - A ball is on the fly after a service or a 
return befor e it has touched th e floor, no matter how many 
walls or ce iling it has touched. 

KILL - A kill is a ball r eturn ed to th e fr ont wall or side 
wall-front wall or front wa ll-side wall in such a manner that 
it r ebo und s so close to th e floor th at it is impossible for the 
opponent to make a re turn . 

PASS - A pass is a ball returned to the front wa11 or front 
wall- side in such a manner that the ball rebounds behind or 
on either side of the opponen t and it is not return ab le. 

RECEIVER - The play er or players to whom the ball is 
served arc c.1lled the receiv er or the receiving side . 

SER VER - The play er serving the ball sha ll be tem1ed 
the serve r. In a four-handed game the one serving and his 
partner arc termed the serving side. 

Membership-Subscription: ACE Maga7Jn e, Officia l Voice of 
Ha ndba ll and Padd le Rackets, published six times yearly, 1s 
included in th e annual dues in the I PRA . This magazine is 
the commun ic.1tion vehicle through which players everywhere 
can keep posted on the developments in th e game, know wh er e 
tourn ament s :ire being held , gain valuable instru ctiona l ma­
terial. M em bership in the Association gives you an opportunity 
to compete in sanctione d tournam ents . Your membership card 
is an introduction to players and clubs throughout the world. 
You rece ive, in addition to ACE , periodic mailing s on develop­
ments. Membership in the I PRA is avai lable to any person 
interested in Paddl e Rac kets - champion and beginner alike . 
The membership fee, alon g with a ll other IPRA incom e, is 
used to promot e interest in an d the betterment of the game. 

For a ll information : IPRA , 4 101 Dempster St., Skoki e, lll. 
60076. 

)) 

Do yo,,, think there's any paddlebllll here? 

Letter Box ... 
Commencing with the De c. ACE we will have a special 

I PRA . This is for all of you paddle racket pl ayen. Let 
us hear from your on any subj ect dealing with th e game. 
Th is is your section ... tak e advantage of it. IPR.A, 
41 0 I Demps ter St., Skokie, Ill. 60076. 
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IPRA PLAYERS AND FANS 
The December ACE will include: 

-Instructional Material. We will tape interviews with some of 

the nation's outstanding paddle racket players and pass on their co urt 

strategy to you. 

-IPRA Letter Box. Devoted exclusively to the paddle game. 

-Calendar of tournaments, including the four planned I PR A 

divisional championships, leading to the first big nationals in 1969. 

-PADDLE RACKET ROOM ... An exclusive feature column by 

Mort Leve, editor of ACE. 

-Stories and pictures from all parts of the paddle racket world. 

Deadline for Dec. ACE-Nov. 15. Send in your stories NOW and in­

clude "clean", well-planned photos. 

Question and Answer column. Fire them this way. 

-Announcing full plans for the 1969 season. 

The four-wall Paddle Rackets game will now be unified with of­

ficial rules, official balls, official rackets. 

JOIN THE 'HIT' PARADE. Send your membership in today and 

become a CHARTER MEMBER of the Paddle Racket Players' Frater­

nity 

International Paddle Rackets Association, 410 I Dempster St., 

Skokie, Ill. 60076. Tel. No. Area Code 312. ORchard 3-4000. 
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Something for Everyone­

Houston USHA Theme 

f3 

I 

J 

TO P RIGHT-Mast e r runn e rsup in USHA Houston tournament­
Tim Ba lla n ty ne and Jack Looney (left) with winners-Bob Freh 
a nd Al Sh e ppard , USHA district commissioner . RIGHT-Per­
e nnial Texa s doubl e s winners, Pete Tyson and Dick Roberson 
( left) of Austin. Scott Polter , tournament chairman , makes pre -

sen tation. St. Louis teem of Bill McGreevy Jr . and George 
Alexander, runnersup. LEFT-Potier also makes singles awards 
to : (I to rl-repeat winner, Bun Shumate , Da ll as ; Jim Faulk, 
Dal la s , second ; Al Johnston, Y physical d ire ctor, helps with 
the tanker trophies . 

Our Houston district commission­
er, Al Sh eppard, r epor ts on the an­
nual Su mmer USHA competition . .. 
lots of h andball for every one . In 
addition to open singles and dou­
bles, ther e was B singles and dou­
bles, consolations, and a special 
created to include players better 
than th e ave ra ge B but could not 
get in to the 32 bracke t of open. 

Buzz Shumate won the open 
singles as expecte d, beatin g Jim 
Faulk in the finals . No. 2 seeded 
Art Moore , Houston , was upset by 
Dallas' Bob Roberts . Bob went on 
to finish third. 

Dick Roberson and Pete Tyson , 
pride of Aus tin, didn't lose a game 
en route to the doubles ti tle. They 
beat Frank Pric e and Val Person­
aire of Houston in th e semis and 
then the St . Louis team of Bill Mc-

JUAREZ INVITATIONAL ... 

Greevy and George Alexand er in 
th e fin a ls, 21-17, 21-12. Price-Per­
sonaire took third place over Alvis 
Grant and Steve Crosson , Dallas. 

It was Al Sh eppa rd and Bob Fretz 
as the host Maste rs doubles win­
ners . They defea ted Tim Ballantyne 
and Jack Looney, s tablemates, in 
the finale, 21-12, 21-10. Bern ie Den­
nenberg and Hank Bohm, Houston, 
were third placers over Dallas' Nick 
Roberts and Jim Moore . 

Bill Cady, Shreveport, went the 
route before winnin g the Masters 
singles over Jim Kelley, Houston, 
21-15, 14-21, 21-10. Bob Spann , Cor­
pus Chris ti, third place, over Les 
Proctor, Austin. 

In the "special" singles it was 
Tom Kezlan of Austin, over Dave 
Flettrich, New Orleans. Tim Sellers, 
Austin, took third place, over Herb 

( From page 26 ) 

of fun . My thanks to Moose and his in three games. 
sparkling wife, Cookie. Leaving and saying goodby was 

The next day the finals and third the toughest part of the trip, but 
place were played . Renato (Durango I'll be back with Diana and son 
Kid) Almonte beat Cory Garcia, BIily during Christmas and I'll play 

in the Sun Tournament . If anyone 
Albuquerque, in two st raight . Gabe reading this is interested in going 
Enriquez and Bob Diaz, Los Angeles, to the El Paso tournament or next 
beat Tom Kay and Chuck Walter, year to the Juarez tournament I 
Albuquerque, in three games. Memo will be happy to give the details. 
Correa, Juarez, beat Rene Zamor- It will be the most enjoyable week­
ano, Tucson, for third place 1n end fiesta you could possibly at­
three tough games. Natcho Veloz tend . 
and Frank Prado, Juarez, beat Her- And a happy "hasta la vista" to 
nandez and myself for third place all. 

OCTOBER, 1968 

Weiner, Pasadena , Texas. 
Jim Pace, Austin, was the B 

singl es winner , bea ting Jack Placke, 
Austin in the finals of the 32-player 
field, 21-12, 21-16. Bill Hearon, Hou­
ston , took third place over Billy 
Pyle , Wichi ta Falls. 

Jim Snyder, Houston , consolation 
singles, winner over Doug Bowley, 
San Antonio. Doug Tinker - Roger 
Nelson won the B doubles over Dick 
Curran - Bill McPherson; Cy Burke 
and Dick Elledge won third place 
over John Coolidge and Mike Moore. 

Scot t and Lillian Potter's Satur­
day night party was great as usual 
. . . lots of food, drinks and enter­
tainment, John Lommax arranged 
for the singer and music. 

All in all there were lots of ex­
cit ing matches, lots or good hand­
ball, and most important. lots of 
fun! 

PLAN NOW! 

Mark on your 1969 calendars­
Feb. 20-23 . . . . USHA Natlonal 
Contenders - Birmingham, Ala., 
YMCA. 

March 16-22 .... USHA's 20th 
Anniversary National four - wall 
championships - Austln, Texas. 
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OBSERVATION TOWER 
By BOB DAVIDSON 

N .. tional Juniors Chairman 

MORE FOR CASTLE HILL ... Masters team of Billy Gluck (shooting) and partner, 
George Maior ( at his right) upse .. ted the Detroiters , Dr. John Scopis an d Dr . Al August, 
lo make it a clean title swe e p for the Bronx Castle Hill Beach Club. 

This three-wall tourney in De­
troit was a culmination of all my 
efforts in helping youngsters d evelop 
their handball skills. 

We just couldn't do any better 
. . . a first in singles and a first in 
doubles; also, a second in doubles 
by the 16-year old Straus twins, 
Mitchell and Gary. 

The method of power play and 
good shooting is part of the answer 
to improving individual play. 

This was the year for Marty De­
catur . . . earlier in the year he 
showed his championship skills in 
one-wall and a fifth national four­
wall doubles with Jim Jacobs . 

In three-wall Marty has develop­
ed into a powerhouse, using the 
one-wall tactics of power drives 
down the side walls . . . his shoot­
ing ability ls excellent, and now he 
has annexed four singles and four 
doubles titles ... He has definitely 
reached the apex of his game , . . 
takes a plan and works it out 
beautifully. I cannot see anyone 
taking his title away for the next 
couple of years. 

Decatur has taken every national 
victory except the four-wall singles 
and I'm fairly sure that next March 
in Austin he will make the big 
effort . 

En route to the three-wall singles 
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throne Mar ty encountered trouble 
with talented Ed Novak of Detro it 
.. . New York's Ja ck Wals h got an 
ear ly lead but Decat ur loosened up 
and pull ed away strong. We thought 
Steve Augus t would be the man to 
extend the champ but th e rangy 
Detroiter , now servi ng his medical 
internship, was outplayed In all 
facets of the game and went away 
saying, "He was just too good" . 

Decatur never let up in t he final 
match against Jim Jacobs . It was 
a tough first ga me up to 16-13, but 
from then on strictly no contest . 

Lou Ru sso, anot h er of my boys 
did right well in winning the dou­
bles with Decatur . This was his 
third win in three-wall. He won his 
first USHA title in the Nation al 
Juniors when he was 16, repeated 
two years later along with the Ju­
nior one-wall. Lou's big win in the 
three-wall singles was over Carl 
Obert. His semi-final loss to Jacobs 
was a unique match ... first game 
outdoors, second one forced indoors 
because of the rains ... he showed 
well in both games, getting 16 and 
18. He hit his peak in the doubles 
finals against the Straus twins ... 
his shooting percentage was near 
perfect. Lou, in good physic al con­
dition, is one of th e very best shoot­
ers in the tournament ranks . 

No doubt of it - those Straus 

lads were the sensa tions of the tour­
nament - Mitchell the righthander, 
Gar y the southpaw. As one of our 
guys opined , " They were the de­
stroyers of champions". Gary gave 
an indication of things to come 
when he applied an upset win over 
reigning four-wall champion , Stuffy 
Singer. Two ro unds later Gary lost 
to Fred Lewis, Florida state champ , 
a no ther in our stable . 

Before getting to the donbl es 
finals Mitchell and Gary had to win 
five matches. The y elimi nated de­
fending champs, Oscar and Ruby 
Obert in a 31-point matc h . A be ­
low par Oscar, always dan gerous 
when he didn't have to mo ve too 
quickly, with a strong Ruby, h ad 
the pressur e on but these lf -year­
olds refused to crack. They w,::-nt in 
with the "nothing to lose " ~11- out 
attitude and it pa id off. Ga ry " a n­
dled some great serves arou n d t he 
left wall a long with the low pcwer 
shots while Mitchell played th e 
genera l's role, directing play an d 
making some vital shots . When in 
trouble, Mitch looked aro un d an d 
put in to action any su ggesti o;,1s 
made . 

In the fourth round the Str aus 
team beat Chicago's double com ­
bine, Andy Upatnieks and Ja ck Mc­
Don ald in the first game 21-14, a nd 
then a default was made because 
Andy came up with an in j ured 
right arm . 

Because of the Sunday rains their 
semi-final match was forced in­
doors . . . this one aga in st Steve 
Sandl er and Lou Kr amberg. Lou 
usually handles the kids quite easily 
at the home 92nd St . YMHA court, 
but this time he found them up and 
couldn 't "ca rry " the comparitively 
inexperienced four -waller, Sandler. 
Steve was disappointed because he 
had showed well in the transfer 
from one-wall to three-wall. 

We had quite a batch of my 
youngsters in th is tournam ent . Wil­
liam Yee lost in the second ro und 
to Russo ... Allan Findell , who was 
"over the hill" at the age of 12, did 
exce ptionally well in his first th re e­
wall, losing to Steve August in the 
third round, and lost in doubles 
with Larry August in a very tight 
match against Fred Lewis and Ken 
Smolack, 31-30. This mat ch ended 
under the lights at midnight. Allan 
is 19, Larry is 20 . . . an up and 
coming team. 

Lewis and Smolack lost to Decatur 
and Russo in the qu arters in the 
four -wa ll ne cessity . 

Wes Yee was on hand but had 
been under the weather a nd could 
not play. He and his brother are 
now at Lake Forest College, where 
Coach Mike Da u will continue to 
further their handba ll progress. 

Steve Lott, another of my hope­
fuls, didn't do too well, bu t at last 
he has decided to discuss his game, 
instead of applying his own know-
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ledge of how to play ball. Steve has 
tremendous talent and should get 
straightened out. 

Stuffy Singer and Howie Eisen­
berg beat the Munsch brothers , Fred 
and Frank , in an exhausting quar­
ter round three-gamer. Then they 
had to go indoors for the semis a­
gainst Decatur and Russo. Stuffy 
tried to carry much of the load but 
couldn 't add up to 21. 

Decatur is thinking of defending 
in sin gles only next year so Russo 
will hav e to decide whether to go 
bot h ways a nd get a new partner . 
It was a fine comeback for Lou af­
Lcr two yea rs of virtual retirement. 
He' ll defini tely be an "import " in 
t he February USHA National Con ­
~ende rs h Birmingham . He can 
conti n ue to m ove up the four-wall 
1a dder as i· c h as th at all-important 
'iy sh ot ~'1d comt generalship. 

T h is '-'-'C' 'ln a ll-Castle Hill Bea ch 
Club victory. Every winner is a 
Cast le H ill me mber. The Masters' 
ve teran s, !-Jilly Gluck and George 
Ma ier , st ay in shape playing these 
youn gst ers. Billy is 52, Geor ge, 42. 
Glu ck h as won Masters doubles in 
Phil a delphi a with Jack Weitz, an­
oth er Cast le Hill er . Maier coaches 
football a nd swimming at Rye, N.Y. 
hi gh school. 

BOB'S FIRST PUPIL . Marty Docatur camo under the Davidson wing as a youngster 
and it was with pardonable pride that Bob watched him in his suporb conquest of Jim 
Jacobs in the singles finals , and then add ing the "Slam" ' doubles championship. 

Th e Gluck - Maier championship 
round win over defenders Dr. Al 
Au gust and Dr. John Scopis , came 
after three fine games. Gluck wa s 
on the left for the first two games, 
but Maier put the polishing touch 
on in the final game with his pat­
ented dump left. 

Bill McGreevy Jr. showed plenty 
of potential, playing with his Dad, 
Bill Sr. They lost to the Straus', 
31-22. Another of our teams-Richie 
Greenwald and Bobby Harbatkin­
have been doing well as a team, 
lost to Upatnieks and McDonald. 
Artie Reyer, one-wall doubles king­
pin, teamed with Walsh , losing to 
Singer-Eisenberg. Marty Grossman 
and Julie Rothman did well in the 
Masters until Julie pulled up lame 

IT'S HERE 
"THE MARIETTA PROTECTOR" 
Light Plastic With Foam Rubber 

Protects The Eyes 
No Handicap To Play 

READY FOR SHIPMENT IN SEPT. 

with a groin injury ... they are 
products of the 92nd St . Y. 

It was a great Labor Day evening 
dinner-dance at the Buckingham 
Hall for those in attendance. Dave 
Rott, new Michigan Handball Asso­
cia tion president, is a strong addi­
tion to the three-wall picture . . . 
men who always help: Paul Merlo, 
Paul Stobbe, George Fisher, Earl 
Thomas, Dr. Al August, Dr. John 
Scopis. There were about 250 locals 
and out-of-towners. 

NOTES: Mike Lachman, selling 
ACE subscriptions like no one else 
can . . . Joe Ardito sitting in on 
the draws and refereeing ... wife, 
Inez, "Best Arm in Las Vegas", 
cheering Joe and son, Don , on . . . 

ORDER DIRECT-MARIETTA MFG. CO. 
4848 CASH RD.,. DALLAS, TEXAS 75247 

OR 

GEORGE E~ LEE, ATHLETIC DIRECTOR 
DALLAS ATHLETIC CLUB, DALLAS 75201 

RETAIL PRICE $4.95 
(PLus ··,osTACH) 
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Bill Binger and his wife . . . Ben 
Costello and wife. Ben showed well 
in Masters with his partner, Dr . 
Allen Murphy . 

Mort Leve has improved his game 
quite a bit, has lost weight and 
keeps the ball in play with an oc ­
casional kill. (Ed. Note-that's not 
quite how I wrote tt. My weight has 
been the same for 25 years . .. and 
my kills are devastating!) 

Pauline Davidson up every a.m. 
at 7, playing at the courts before 
the day's regular schedule got un ­
derway . .. Irene Scopis was at the 
banquet and the final day matches 
. . . pleasure to see and talk to her 
... she is feeling much better and 
is, as ever, her charming self . 

We were fortunate to get a lift 
to Lake Forest, Ill., from our presi­
dent, Bob Kendler, and his lovely 
wife, Evie. We discussed the gam bit 
of handball . . . visited at his new 
home, as fine a domicile as I have 
ever seen. Look at Better Homes 
and Gardens magazine and you will 
know why we were so Impressed ... 
while in Lake Forest got together 
with Mike Dau, his wife, Judy, a ­
long with the Yees and Straus boys. 
Bob took an afternoon off to show 
the boys around this scrumptuous 
suburb of Chicago, and they also 
ended up with some pocket money. 
The Kend lers dropped us off at 
Mike Da u 's home. Mike showed me 
aro und the new sports building, 
which inc lude three courts ... one 
of which is the center glass side ­
walled championship arena. Mike 
expects to take his players on a 

(To page 35) 
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Argentine Handball ... 

Dear Mort : 

Jack Gordon has written about "handball vacaticns" in 
Mexi co, and Jimmy Jacobs , a few yea rs ago , if my memory 
is correct, describ ed playing handb a ll of a sorts on -board ship 
enroute to En gland . But who has experience d pl aying th e 
gam e in Bueno s Air es, Arg entin a? 

This summer my wife and I enj oyed a vacation travelin g 
around and across South America. Before leavin g th e State s 
I ch ecked the Handb all Membership Dir ectory and Guide in 
the ofTchance that there might be a USHA member in South 
Ameri ca so that I might be able to arr ange to play during th e 
trip. Sure enough Antonio Baez was listed in Bogo ta, Colom­
bia, and H . E . Johnson in Buen os Aires , so I thr ew a set of 
handb aJI gear in my bag just in case. As it turn ed out , Antonio 
was not in the Bogota phon e book, and our time in Colombia 
did not aJlow for handball anyhow. 

A couple of weeks later we arrived in Buenos Aires. That 
evening I looked in the city phone book, and although there 
was a H. E. Johnson list ed, when I called, no on e answered 
the phone ring .. A lost cause, I thou ght. The next morning , 
after breakfast, walking down the street from the hotel, I 
passed a modem seven-story building with the typical triangle 
Y plaque embedded in stone in its base. "Maybe there is a 4-
wall handball court?", I asked myself. 

I went in, asked the doorman if "pelota a mono" -
Spanish for handball - was play ed here . "Si, senor, on the 
fifth floor," he answered. So up I went to the fifth floor . Did 
I find a hotbed of handbaJI activity! No less than five courts , 
all fully occupied at the time with doubles, and in a gaJlcry 
above, players waiting to play at each court "kibbitzing" loudly 
and constantly. Things were hummin g so much that there was 
a traffic director assigning courts to th e waiting players as 
games ended. 

In watching the action and talking to the "aficionados," 
I learned that two typ es of balls were used. One was our 
standard hard ball, imported from the U.S . when possible . 
The other, a larger, softer black ball, very similar in size and 
softness to the old New York punchball. The Argentinians had 
gone to the softer, larger ball because these could be made 
on a standardized basis locally, but our version could not, and 
delivery from the States was too irregular (USHA sales -
attention). Johnson, of the directory, had left about a year 
before, and had been considered a real good player. I was 
invited to play, went back to the hotel to get my gear, re­
turned, and dressed out. 

When I gol on the court, I found out the really interest­
ing facets of handball - Argentine style. We played doubles 
with the softer, larger ball . Floor was hardwood, all walls of 
plastered cement. Ceiling counted in play, but was a good bit 
lower than ours - no more than about 12 feet high. This low 
height cut off the ball on ceiling shots, so that the softer, 
shower ball generally did not carry to the back wall. At the 
base and running the full width of the plastered front wall was 
a black wooden board some four inches high. Any shot hitting 
thls board was an automatic "out". This rule was a gimmick 
which, of course, nullified concept in handball play. 

But, wait, the best (or worst) is yet to come. Where the 
front wall meets the right side wall, the Argentinians had in-
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sert ed from floor to ceilin g a sla nt piece IO inche s wid e and 
making an angle of 120 deg rees with bo th th e front and right 
side wall s. This piec e th ey ca lled th e " tambur ," and in play 
it counted as a shot against th e front wall , or as pa rt of th e 
front wall. 

Na tura lly, th e locals plare d the " tambur" for all it was 
worth. A sho t hittin g the " tamb ur" came off at a crazy, un­
expec ted ang le (fo r me , at least). Usuall y the ba ll, a fter hi l­
tin g the " tamb ur ," was deflected 10 the lef t side wall at an 
a ngle . Talk about carom shots, thi s bea ts th em all. Serv es­
or " saque "- in doubl es alternat ed one play er from eac h team 
at a time as in tenn is doubles. Short line was like ours , bu t jn 
fun play like we were h aving th a t mornin g, th e Arg entini ans 
foot-faulted commonly. T hey abi d ed by the norm al serv ing 
rules in tournament play, however . Games were 3 1 point s 
long. Th e Buenos Aire s pla yers pla yed with a lot of savvy , 
a nd besides th e "tambur " shot used a front wa ll-side wa ll kill 
or fade -away shot a lot . Despite tem pera ture s in the low S0's 
tha t mornin g, we all worked up a good sweat . 

1 enj oyed th e Arg entin e handb all crowd, th eir kidding, 
their hospit ality , and th eir en thu siasm for th e gam e. Mos t of 
th eir play ers at th e Y could hold th eir own very well on any 
court in th e U.S . 

Tribune Salute 

Dea r Bob: 

H ARRY W. AN I SG AR I; 
1354 Mend ez St . 
New Orleans, La. 70122 

I was out of the city the week-en d of the Tri bune's grea t 
story on your leaders hip of th e fine spo rt of handb all. My son 
Scott told me about it an d whe n I return ed I call ed the 
Tribune and they sent me a copy. 

Tod ay with so much adv erse news it was refresh ing and 
hear twarmi ng to read good news abou t a man I have so long 
admired and respected. 

May I jo in your legion of friends in congratulating you and 
also say that Bob Kendlcr has always been my "Ci tizen of 
the Year." 

USHA Assists . 

Dear Mr. K cndlcr : 

Fred H eitm ann . 
Pr esident 

North West Nationa l 
Bank of Chi cago 

O n beh a lf of all the handb a ll players th a t particip a ted in 
the Banos Roma 6th Annual H an db all Tournament in Ju a rez, 
Mexico , I wish to thank you for th e h an db alls, shir ts, and 
lit erature. Your contribution was of great help in making our 
tournament a success . 

Again , th anks a million . 

Y ees at Lake Forest 

Dear Mr. Kendler: 

Hect or Marusich 
El Paso Central YMCA 

H andb all Chairm an 

Just a not e, to say thank you on behalf of my brother 
and me for your gracious h ospitality during our visit . The 
discussions (lectures) that you gave us concerning prop er 
conduct on and off the court will be embedded in us as stu­
dents at Lake Forest College , and as proud members of USHA. 
I look forward to a lasting relationship between the USHA 
and myself and equally important the resumption of our 
friendship. You are the first person to clearly explain the phi ­
losophy of the game, as well as the style of life, needed to play 
the game. 

The panoramic view of Lake Forest cannot be duplicated 
anywhere in the country without your help. 

I look forward to arriving at Lake Forest. 
William Yee 

New York, N. Y . 
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Li/e's True Values 
Th ere is no pric e ta g on true love 

No va lu e can be set 
To count t he ble ssings to be had 

Wh en lov ing hea rts hav e met. 
T hat fri endly sm ile or gay hello 

Ca nno t buy food or drink 
But , still , its va lu e lo your soul 

Is worth mo re than you think . 
Wh en you a rc burd ened with a load 

T hal seems of mammoth size 
O f tim es th e thin g that helps the most. 

l s th e tru st in som eone 's eyes . 
T he th ings th at cou nt the most in life 

Arc value d nol in gold 
For love .. . a nd trust ... and faithfulne ss 

Cannot be bought or sold. 

H andba ll R.1:m1embranc:e 

Dea r l\lort: 

- Carice William s 

I encoun te red a littl e an ecdote about our USHA President 
Bob K end lcr whil e callin g at the Corbin Farm Supply in 
f or t M yers, f lor id a, where I live. One of the principals there, 
J oe K ur a, an d I were loadin g sacks of dec orative rocks to go 
lo my hou ~e, wh en he complained that he had not kept in 
very goo d shape a nd that he should have followed the advice 
of a friend he h ad in Chi cag o. 

H e sa id he was a tt endin g a Stud y Group al the Sherat on 
H o tel back in th e F ifties with a man who wa s a very successful 
bui lde r and who, a t th e slight est pause in an y convers ation, 
wou ld ge t going on ha ndb all. Of course I said that it was 
Bob K cnd lcr, wh o spnmg handball out of the AAU doldrums 
until now it has champi onship comp etiti on at all levels and 
a ll areas. Lat er I showed him th e picture of Bob that was in 
th e April issue of ACE, along with the record of Laser­
K c ndl er. winn ers of the Nati onal Four-Wall Mast ers in 1952 
a nd 1953. 

In cid ent ally, I would like to inquire about the paddlcball 
ga me whi ch I sec being discus sed now. While I was on duty 
be fore go ing to Europe at Govern or's Island in the spring of 
1942, I found th e young office rs th ere playing paddlcball with 
a pa ddl e with a short wo od h andl e and a thick wooden blade, 
fairl y heavy . I did right well with the gam e because I use 
a p ick-up ser ve, but h aven ' t seen it play ed since. What I 
would lik e to know is, which is the better , the gut paddle or 
th e wood paddl e ? We used the regular handball at Governor's 
I sla nd, but I am not sure whether that is suitable for a tennis 
type racqu et pa ddle. 

In Fort M yers , Florida, we have no court facilities but arc 
ge ll ing a YMCA started which should give us some three­
wall court s within the next year. Possibly some of the hand­
ball pla yers would like to use the wooden paddle, which I 
judge would keep them in the game longer. 

U. of Tennessee 

De ar Mort: 

Morris Fuller 
3981 E. River Dr. 

Fort Myers, Fla. 3390 I 

I am pleased to report that our new physical education 
building is under construction, and we should be in it during 
the spring of 1970. As you may recall, we have 11 handball 
courts in this facility, and you can imagine how excited we 
arc about having it completed. 

OCTOBER, 1968 

Ben A. Plotnicki, 
Profeuor Phy1ical Education 

Univeraity of Tcnncuec 
Knoxville, Tenn. 

Air ConditioninCJ 

Dear Bob: 

This letter is in reference to air conditioning Handball Courts 
and how they might be financed. The Tulsa YMCA Hinder 
Club, handball players and paddl eball players, arc extremely 
proud of our 15 ton, $5,150 air conditioning project on our 
four regulation courts. It might interest other associations to 
know our method of financing this project. Our rules arc as 
follows: 

I. $1 per hour reservation (doubles, singles and cutthroat). 
2. The $1 reservation fee must be paid at the Service Desk 

prior to play . 
3. A ticket for 28 reservations at $25 will be made avail­

able for pur chase . (This would provide immediate funds 
and a small discount for those interested in the purchase . ) 

4. The Physical Education staff will be responsible for super­
vision and control of all reservati ons. It would be the 
staffs ' responsibil ity to award reservations to youth under 
18 years of age. 

4. The Physical Education staff will be responsible for super­
vision a nd control of all reservations . It would be the 
staffs' responsibility to award reservations to youth under 
18 years of age. 

5. Donations and contributions from companies and indi­
vidua ls will be received at any time . 

6. All charges arc lo be discontinued upon the completion 
of the finance obligation. 

This whole pr oject began with our sponsoring the USHA 
Junior nat ional handball tournament in Dec ., 1967. We had 
enou gh money left over from the Junior National for a down­
paym ent and arranged with the air conditioning firm for a 
loan of the balance spread over a 3-year period. Our players 
have receiv ed this very well and many have purchased $25 
tickets . Tulsa is somewhat a hot, humid climate during the 
summer months and the air condition ing is extr emely welcome 
for at least 4 months out of the year. We do however, plan 
to charge for playin g thr oughout the winter and hope to pay 
olT our indebt edness in I year. 

We would be happy to answer any que stions that other as­
sociations might have concerning our project. 

The members and players of th e Tulsa Y arc due full credit, 
and the YMCA staff is extremely proud of their aggressiveness 
and interests in improving the YMCA Handball program and 
f acili tics. 

Prose 

Sirs: 

Dean Farris 
Physical Director 

Zealous youngsters examining weaknesses, varying underhand 
tricky serves, rarely quitting practice? Oh no! Making left­
handed kill shots jokingly is handball's great fun. Everyone 
doesn't compete but all agree better conditioning develops 
energy, feels great, helps inspire juveniles, kids learning matu­
rity; no only players quixotically requiring shutouts, tremend­
ous upsets, victoriously weary . Exits, yielding zeroes. 

Handball in Vietnam . . . 

Dear Sir: 

-Christopher Fogarty 
Illinois Athletic Club , Chicago 

Believe it or not, we do have a few handball courts in 
Vietnam . Fortunately, if they arc constructed of concrete block 
they can also be used as shelters during mortar and rocket 
attacks. Needless to say, I would think this is a first, as regards 
others uses to which a handball court might be used. 

As it happens, we arc about to open a newly constructed 
court here at Phu Loi, RVN. This for the most part, was 
built with Vietnamese labor and you can be certain they have 
some doubts as to its intended purpose. 

William W. Cole, Lt. Col. 
(to page 33) 
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Juarez Labor Day Invite 

Displays Mexican Hospitality 

'Durango Kid' Almonte Wins Singles ... 

Enriquez-Diaz, L.A., Doubles Winners 

By JACK GORDON 

After having such a wonderful 
time last year at the El Paso tour­
nament, I dec ided to enter the 
Juarez Labor Day weekend meet so 
that I could once again be with 
the same people. My plans to go 
were made weeks in advance and 
my on ly regret was that my wife 
Diana was tied up with an art 
showing and could no t go. 

However, an old friend from New 
York, Bernard Skolnick, called a­
bout two weeks prior to the tourna­
ment saying he wanted to visit and 
when he learned I was going to 
Juarez , he decided to come along. 
I was already ent ered in doubles 
with Natcho Hernandez of El Paso, 
but I called and was able to get 
Bern ie In the singles. Incidentally, 
Berni e not only was an old hand­
ball partner from my New York 
days, but he was also best man 
at my wedding. 

After picking Bernie up at O'H are 
airport , we drove directly out to 
Community Builders ... where Bob 
had a package of goodies for the 
Juarez group. This Included 12 cans 
of new "round" ACE balls . T-shirt s, 
and an assortment of printed mat­
ter. I don't have to tell how all this 
was appreciated, especially the balls. 
To pick up, from there we went to 
the Duncan Y and had a fine work­
out with Bob Perez and "No Boy" 
TenerelU. The next mornin g we 
were on the plane for El Paso. 

My anticipated happiness over 
this trip took shape the instant I 
saw the smiling faces of Natcho 
and his son, Gilb ert, waiting at the 
airport . 

After checking in, we drove to 
Natcho's residence where his wife 
Marge and daughter Debbie were 
waiting . I feel so close to this won­
derful family that I wish we were 
rel ated . Natcho surprised me with 
a gift of two cestas ( the curved 
basket used in J al Alai). I had ex­
pressed a desire for one and it 
seems that a friend of his had gone 
to a game and asked one of the 
players to sell him an extra cesta. 
He was refused, but after the match 
the same player offered to sell him 
the pair . He had bet on himself and 
had lost. Sounds Hke some hand­
ball players I know! 

That evening we all went to din-
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ner in Juarez and en joyed a good 
steak after whic h several of the 
boys tried drinking wine from a 
flask as it is poured down the fore ­
head. The wine travels down your 
nose and you are suppos ed to ex­
tend your lip to trap and drink it . 
I remembered that last year Buzz 
Shumate told us he tho ught he had 
trapped all the wine, but when he 
went to bed that night, h e noticed 
that his und ershirt was stained red. 

The next day the tournament 
started . It was held at the Club 
Roma in Juarez which is owned by 
Nati Gonzalez. This is the club I 
played Renato in three years ago. 
I h ave been to many tournaments 
in many different cities, but never 
hav e felt more welcomed . Mrs. Gon­
zalez and her entire family (Nati 
was in Mexico on business) were 
absolutely wonderful. 

A very delightful aspect of the 
tournament was in the fact that 

RENATO ALMONTE 
Sing les Winnor 

most of the participants were of 
Mexican origin and you could al­
most taste the international flavor. 
It was funny watching a conversa­
tion between two players who did 
not understand eac h other . In this 
same vain, an extremel y funny in ­
cident occured during my third 
place match . My friend Bernie was 
refereeing, and at one time during 
a game, the opposing team of Veloz 
and Prato ran into each other try -

DOUBLES CHAMP S - Cl. t o r.l 
Bob Diaz and Gabe Enrique z of 

Los Angel os 

., 

Ing to get a low re t ur:1. Bern ie 
called a hinder and Nat ch o and I 
looked at each oth er in surp r ise, 
since we were nowh er e r.en.r th e ac­
tion. Bernie stuck to h is decision, 
but the quizzical look on Natc ho 
called for an answer . I took a time 
out and walked over and said he 
would have to excuse my friend as 
all Mexica ns looked alike to him. 
This cracke d Natcho up , which 
made it worth losing the point . 

The banquet was held at Natcho 
Veloz' home in Ju a rez. It reminded 
me of a movie hacienda such as 
might be seen in a picture titled 
"In Old Sorrento ". Th e setting was 
just beautiful . We ate in the high 
walled ga rden s with a Mexican 
band providing appropriate music . 
The food , the peop le, the music, all 
put me at suc h pe ace with the world 
that I was actua lly happy I had 
lost my match that afternoon. I 
was also made extremely happy by 
severa l things that were said and 
done that evening . First, Natcho 
Veloz invited me and my wife to 
visit this Christmas and the words 
he used were "my house is yours" . 
Then, Mrs. Gonzalez presented me 
with a beautiful Mexican shaw l for 
Diana . And then (you will ne ver 
believ e it) I was presented with 
the Good Sportsm ansh ip Trophy . 
That should quiet a tremendous 
number of my critics in Chicago. 

Mrs. Gonzalez a lso gave out more 
shawls as door prizes and I gave 
out the USHA T-shirts , and the 
committ ee gave out 25 peso Olym­
pic silver coins. Wh en we left I 
couldn't stop singing "South Of The 
Border, Down Mexico Way" . Ju st be­
fore lea ving "Moose" Stubing, the 
bas eball star formerly with the St. 
Louis Cardinals and now a player­
coach with the El Paso Sun Kings 
(they had ju st won their league 
pen nant) invited us out for coffee . 
The group becam e about 14 people 
and we enjoyed another few hours 

(to pa.ge 36) 
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HEROICS 
IN 

THE 
NDBALL 
COURTS 

NOTE: We re pri11t f e atur e arti c/t> wl,ic l, 
app e ar e tl i11 tl,e Cl,ic<1go Su.mfo:r Trib­
tulC Magazin e section (Aug. 18) 1orit­
te 11 11:r Jim Brosna11 , tl, e ex -big league 
pitcl,er tu.r11etl big leagu e autl,or. Per­
mis sio11 grn11tetl l1:r tl, e CJ,icago Trib­
une, /or wl,icl, we <1re most grateful. 
With well ov e r " 111illio11 rcmlrrs tl,iK 
lumtlfwll sto ry r eceived ioitle accfoim 
mul tl,ere were <Juite " / eio re,1uests /or 
tl, e ACE ball to bormc e agai,ut t.1,e ioull. 

OCTOBER, 1968 

You wouldn't think it 
to see those middle­
aged men dressed up 
in shorts and eye pro­
tectors, but they 
descendants of 
knights of old, 

are 
the 
the 

ch amp ions who en­
tered the lists to joust 
-for life and honor. 

By JIM BROSNAN 

"The passing of a hero leaves a 
gap in society . . . one who does a 
thing better than anyone else as­
sumes a place in history that is 
sorely missed when he can no long­
er pe rform." 

So wrote William Hazlitt, noted 
En glish essayist of th e early 19th 
century . His subject was neither a 
king nor admiral, playwright nor a 
scientist, rector nor a banker. Un­
leashing the heartfelt emotions of 
a true and purebred sports fan . . . 
Hazlitt penned his tribute to an 
Irish ath let e, John Cavanaugh. 

Cavanaugh's "thing"? 
He played handball. 
Man's history admits of no more 

democratic principle than this . . . 
Everyone can be best at something, 

even if he invents his own game. 
There are kings at quoits, cham­

pions at skittles, titleholders in bat­
tledore, ping-pong, and snooker ... 
Choose your own caper, Clyde: ar­
chery , boccie , and curling; fives, go­
bang, and pallone; quintain, and 
rugby; tipcat and volleyball. 

With bows, balls , and brooms; 
with paddles, cues, and horseshoes; 
w.'th bursting lungs or feather­
fingered grip, man uses any limb, 
any sense, to transf orm bodily ex­
ercise into sport. 

Ever been in a lemon game at a 
pill joint, kissing the ivories a la 
Rudolph Walderone? 

Ever played pool? 
Ever tr ied bllndsies? Left-handed 

babies? Fast Chicago? 
Pee Wee Reese did. Reese was a 

champion at marbles long before 
he played shortstop. 

So Hazlitt wrote his panegyric to 
Cavanaugh in 1819. Archers and 
fencers , mumblety-peg masters and 
hammer-throwers should have such 
an apologist to extol their feats. 

On e hundred and fifty years af­
ter Cavan augh's death, the game 
that Irishmen call "Fives" has be­
come a fierce fad, almost a spiritual 
pastime to 5 million Americans . In 
Chicago alone handball ranks, its 
devotees claim , among the top 50 
serious games that men (over 15 
and under 70) play. Many YMCA's, 
Jewish community centers, and pri­
va te athletic clubs have handball 
courts and their own champions. In 
their locker rooms handballers wlll 
judge new members acceptable by 
stating : 

"He's a player ." Or: 
"He's a player ." Or , ultimately: 
"He's a PLAYER!" 
A handballer is not motivated by 

public acclaim or status in the 
sports world. As Hazlitt put It: "The 
game of fives is what no one de­
spises who ever played it . It Is the 
finest exercise for the body, and 
the best re laxation for the mind." 

Robert Kendler, a mlllionalre 
player, once burbled in the tone of 
voice that he usually reserves for 
TV commercials, "If I die on the 
handball court, it w!ll take them a 
week to get the smile off my face." 

Now, that's a PLAYER! If there 
is any sporting justice in the old 
ball game, Kendler ought to be en­
shrined as an honorary Hibernian 
and his grave adorned with a Blar­
ney stone. 

The spirit of Kendler (alive and 
breathing in Skokie) and Cavan­
augh (breathless but hallowed in 
Dublin) Is the foundation of ama­
teurism . (Kendler, himself, won na­
tional titles on the handball court 
and at 63 still challenges players 
and players to a game of doubles.> 

Any man with an ounce of com­
petitiveness can be called "cham­
pion." Originally the word (from 
the Franch, campion> connoted a 
contestant, anybody wllllng to get 
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in there and mix it up. The champ 
of champions had a short career, 
usually. Games in the Middle Ages 
featured swords and battleaxes ra­
ther than pig bladders and horse­
lude pelotas . Sports competition was 
so fierce, raw, and animal-natured 
that just to be a con testant took a 
champion's guts. 

Today it's the simple, amateur 
sports that carry on the venerable 
custom of "champions." Professional 
athletes don't count. Pros are a 
different class - uncommon and 
money-oriented. 

It"s the racquets players, the bad­
minton buffs , the squash addicts 
who excite the finest gaming in­
stincts of their fellow sportsmen. 
Above all, humble handball , that 
simple and cheap and age-old com­
petition, offers every man his chance 
to be champion. 

"It's a game anyone can carry 
around in his pocket and play every 
day of his life,'' says Bob Kendler, 
who will sell you a ball for your 
pocket for a buck any time . Send 
check to United States Handball 
association, Skokie, Ill. 

Handball is unique among minor 
sports. Bob Ripley called it "the 
oldest game played with a ball by 
man, woman, or chlld." Ripley, of 
course, was a player . . . and on 
his good days, a player . Believe it 
or not. 

Egyptian foremen who stood a­
round watching slaves build the 
Pharaoh's tombs took to bouncing 
a ball off the ground and slapping 
it against the wall. There seems no 
doubt that then, as now , handball 
was considered a good way for fat 
men in dirty shorts to work up a 
sweat. 

The Irish national game was first 
played here in the late 19th cen­
tury. PLAYERS like Phil Casey and 
Mike Egan taught the game in New 
York City and won all the semi­
official championships. {Casey re­
portedly never lost a game after he 
left Ireland; handball history is full 
of Hibernian folktales .) 

The utter simplicity of handball 
- the ball-wall-opponent prerequi­
sites - probably hindered the de­
velopment of the game . Purists and 
New York firemen may sneer at the 
facts but handball - for - champions 
did not become a true American 
amateur's gig until the four-wall 
game was popularized. 

By definition the four-wall game 
required an inclosed court, not just 
the side of a firehouse or pub -
{where the great Cavanaugh play­
ed some of his most memorable 
contests) . Private arenas lend them­
selves to the urgent needs of an in­
group. They are clubby, classy, and 
can be restricted to serious players. 

Egyptian overseers, Irish nation­
ists, and Brooklyn beach-boys may 
have enjoyed their fun game, but 
it took dedicated four-wall hand-
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CHICAGO HALL OF FAMERS ... Gus Lewis and Ken Schneider d e se rve dly g aine d 
th e ir niche in the Helms Handball Hall of Fam e for the ir thr ee decad e; o f pl.:iy par 
cxcellente, and USHA Pres id ent Bob Kendle , for his contributions in gi v ing t he game 
an individual identity and rightful promin e nce . 

ballers to really organize the sport. 
(The United States Handball asso­
ciation pointedly labels itself "Th e 
Players' Fra tern! ty. ") 

The four - wall game , played in 
grimy - but - precious privat e clubs 
(Union League , I .A.C., Lak e Shore) , 
in old red - brick YMCA's, and in 
brand new streamlined , glass - t iled 
JCC's , preserves the basic physical 
virtues of handball. The four - wall 
game also ad ds psychologic al incen­
tives; a champ for every court , a 
champ for every class of players , a 
champ for the house, and a champ 
among champs. National tourna­
ments are available, but it is the 
house tournaments in each club 
that make handball bounce , and it 
is the intra-club , brotherly compe­
tition that makes a handballer seem 
"possessed" on and off th e court. 

"Handballers are addicts," says 
one handballer's wife. "Handball is 
a vice ." Like golfers, gin players, 
and horse bettors, the "handball 
husband" makes a sports widow of 
his spouse. 

"Handballers are addicts," says 
Mrs. Barbara Linkem er, a St . Louis 
girl whose husband, Rich, is hooked 
on the game. Her passionate plea 
was published by ACE, the hand ­
ball bible: 

"ThE:y play a game on the court 
then replay it on the phone, point 
by point! We go to a party and 
they play it over again . And then 
once more, in bed, half-asleep. That 
is when it gets dangerous. Arms 
waving, knees jerking, and elbows 
digging you in the ribs I 

"They are a breed apart. No other 
sportsmen in the world are like 
handball players. Take the guy who 

everybody reco gnizes th e minute he 
walks on the court . Dirty Dan! He 
wears 'wa lking attire.' His shorts 
and socks can walk on and off t!ce 
cour t by themselves. Never washes 
them betw een mat ches. He l eaves 
them stinking in a corne r of th e 
hous e so he can walk ri ght into 
them an d be ready to play!" 

Dir ty Dan may make champ, bu t 
he 'll never win any popularity con­
tests . 

"On the other hand ," says Mrs. 
Link emer, "there's Mr. Clean. He 
wears spot less white uniforms all 
the time . Chang es his T-shirt twice 
during a game. His shorts are al­
ways star ched and pressed . His wife 
is a full-time laundr ess !" 

Should th e poor los er come hom e 
from th e court seeking sympathy or 
solace, all h e is likely to get is 
sneers and sarcasm. 

"It is h aza rdous if not horri fying 
to go to bed with a player," says 
the handball widow . "He comes in 
from a game moaning and groan­
ing, as if he's been wounded in a 
war. He gets out a heating pad or 
an ice pack and eno ugh liniment 
to soothe a football team . He twit­
ches and jerks all night long. There 
are occupational hazards to hand­
ball ... only they hurt the wife, 
not the player . Handball's not a 
sport . It's a dis ease!" 

Chlcagoland, with 107 four -wall 
courts, has mor e would-be h andball 
heroe s than any metropolis in the 
country. That clarion ca ll, "Anyone 
Can Play!" has lured countless 
middle - aged, overweight, unsung 
sports buffs into a "Y" or club or 
JCC where they eagerly buy a ball 
{and shorts, sneakers, T-shirt em-
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blazon ed with the club's name, and 
USHA approved gloves an d eye pro­
tectors) and sign for a court (pro­
vided all of them haven't already 
been reserved until 9 p.m. ) only to 
discover that four-wall handball is 
r eally cubist billi ards demanding a 
lifetime of expe ri ence to learn all 
the ang les plus a marathon run­
ner 's lun g power to reach every 
stroked ball before it bounces twice 
on the floor after ca roming off one 
or more of the four walls. 

Gra spin g the details of handball 
a t first may befuddl e the ave rage 
man , th e rookie clod , stum blin g af ­
ter h op se rves , waving vainly a t 
pa ssin g shot s. Fo rtunate ly, the very 
a ct of joining a club or "Y" or JCC 

Al lla:fetiuae isn't 
rt® ® 1n:ta.:~q~h t-hne to 

1Jl)fl,([Jj~& t211° ctllae ·1vays of 
lJ1u1H1a, l1lino.E l@<IQll bo1n1ces. 

has built-in pressures for keep in g 
him a t it . 

Membership itself involves a com­
mitmen t of money and time. Some 
truly p as sionate hopefuls take out, 
lif etime "Y" memberships. Motiva­
tions may include such disparate 
alibis as 1 ) "keeping in shape;" 2) 
"g ivin g the kid s a place to go on 
Saturday;" and 3) "cont ribu tin g to 
the community welfare. " The third 
reason may even be tax-deductible. 

In addition, if a pro spective play­
er can 't be a handb all hero him self, 
he can get into a court and shake 
hands with on e. (It 's a not unsub­
stantial part of th e American way 
of life. ) In his own club , among his 
peers , he . can talk a good game, 
promote, criticize , a nd take prid e in 
the house champ (a soi-t of spirit­
ual pinch hi tter) . For, as the phil­
osopher Plato (a nonplayer once 
declaimed , "People will alway s h a ve 
a champion whom they will set up 
and nurse into greatn ess ." 

The old Gr eek could see it com­
ing. The age of Cavanaugh! The 
era of Kendler! The time of John 
Macmiller! 

Johnny Mac . 

Johnny Mac is the prototype 
house champ. For the last 18 years­
his feats at handball have been 
hailed with awesome exaggeration 
by members of the Union League 
club. "Best player on Jackson boule­
vard" is ju st one of the things they 
say about him. Other clubs may 
h ave their h eroes. The Illinois Ath­
leti c club has Phil Elbert. Duncan 
YMCA ha s Tom Brownfield. The 
Bernard Horwich center h as Mort 
Leve . None of them earns the kind 
of memb ers ' kudos laid on Johnny 
Mac by Union Leag ue handballers. 
In his hous e, for nearly two de­
cades, he has been supreme. 

It's sad but true that Johnny Mac's 
home-court reputation is sometimes 
scoffed at, his skill doubted, on the 
ou ts ide. At the headquar ters of the 
USHA, the inner sanctum of th e 
players' fraternity, the name of the 
Union Leag ue club's stand ar d bear­
er is only ca utiously applauded. 

"He 's a tremendous player," says 
Ken Schn eider. a n at ional cham­
pion of Kencll eri an quality. "Johnny 
Mac has a good service, pow er, and 
a ll the sho ts. He's also incon siste nt, 
errat ic, and gets keyed up too much 
in tournaments. Blows a couple or 
shots and goes sky-high." 

A put-clown but h a rdl y a trau­
matic letdown for a genuin e house 
champ. A man who knows he 's a 
whale of a player at hom e needn't 
worry about being a fish on the 
roa d. 

"A house champion ," Schneider 
explains, "se ldom beats double-A 
players, th e guys who rank in the 
top eight in the state. It's like a 
semi-pro beat ing a pro . It happens, 
but not very oft en." 

Smart hous e champions play it 
cool, bathing in intra-mural acco­
lades, ignorin g critical audiences at 
major tournaments . A man who 
know s his place keeps it in con­
tentment. 

Schneid er accompanies his argu­
ment with a soft lob of criticism 
to put away his point : "Club cham­
pions often find it hard to win when 
th ey leave their own group. They 
get away with things on their own 
court that would get shoved down 
their throat by better play ers." 

Schneider is 47, 10 years older 
than Johnny Mac, and a redoubt­
able PLAYER who could be champ 

IJet 11s 11-0,v si11g tlo.e 11rt1ises 
of Jolu1nu Mne. Even l1·i.s 
11,,,11e l1ad tl,e so,uuf of lege ·,ul. 

- . . ,' ..... ~.-. . . 
That's a proper name for a cham­

pion. Solid-sounding. Easy to re­
member . Fittingly affectionate. On 
the street or in the court, it has a 
ring to it. 
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in anybody's house. A native New 
Yorker , he won his first national 
title before Johnny Mac even learn­
ed the game. Ken's trophies fo1· 
city, state, and international hand-

House cha1nps, 
if they're 
s1nart, stay in 
small puddles 
a11d tvin big. 

ball honors would fill the Union 
Leagu e locker room. 

With partner Gus Lewis, Schnel­
der won the Master 's doubles cham­
pionship of the USHA four years 
in a row, 1964-67. Appropriately, 
Schneider and Lewis were frequent­
ly challenged by teams from other 
cities , other courts. 

"When you get to the top" says 
Schneider , "you could spend the 
whole year traveling around, giv­
ing exhibitions." 

The challenges in many cases are 
from club members rather than 
hou se champions, who usually know 
better. Like club pros in the golf 
racket who are forced in to matches 
with touring pros on the home golf 
course, the handball house champ 
has to face up now and then to a 
tilt with the big boys and their big 
game. Usually the house champ 
loses face and match . Usually, but 
not a lways. 

"You're far more relaxed playing 
club champs," Schneider notes ... 
"You 're visitors and you don't want 
to abuse hospitality. The idea is to 
give everybody a workout . So you 
don't work on weaknesses as you 
would in tournament ball." 

Occasionally, the house champ 
triumphs. And like "The Day the 
Yankees Lost the Pennant," such 
an event becomes a legend in the 
club. 

It happened to Johnny Mac. 
It happened with Ken Schnelder 

and Gus Lewis. 
At the Union League club it lives 

in the members' memories. "The 
clay Johnny Mac beat Schnelder 
and Lewis! You should have seen 
it! Two straight games and Johnny 
Mac scored every point!" 

True, true. 
"John was great that day," Sch­

neider recalls. "But his partner was 
weak . We could have worked on 
him. It wouldn't have happened in 
a tournament." 

Sour gripe? Arch alibi? Eyebrow­
raisers who have to break their 
necks just to dlg out a hard serve 
in the back corner find lt hard to 
imagine an AA player being a gra­
cious loser. Schneider's talent and 
integrity are unquestionable, how­
ever, so that Union Leaguers simply 
point with greater pride to that day 
when the mighty Macmiller won. 

Fame and acclaim, whether they 
be brief and private or publicly 
trumpeted, exact a price. Heroes 

(To 11e.d pag e) 
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Perhaps there's something niore 
important-like making money 

seldom fade away; they flunk their 
physicals and drop out of the ac­
tion . Arthritis gets them in the 
arms; knees and ankles collapse; 
hearts fail. 

Handballers, epic - making and 
otherwise, are prone to varicose 
veins. Cavanaugh had them. He 
died of a burst blood vessel. So did 
Joe Piatak, the celebrated Chicago­
an who won seven straight national 
slngles titles while never losing a 
game. (It's in the book. ) 

Wry fate has similarly finger ed 
Johnny Macmiller. Union League 
players toll the medical prognosis: 
the bell wlll ring no more for John­
ny Mac . His veins s tri pped , he has 
retired. His reign ended, long live 
the champ! 

To do his "thing" a man must 
find some thing to do . Avowed 
sportsmen graduate from boyhood 

Massachusetts ... 
Paul Pender, former middleweight 

boxing champ of the world, is do­
ing a fine job as recreation director 
at the Norfolk, Mass ., penitentiary . 
Handball plays a big part in the 
program . John M . A. McCarthy is 
coach; Fred Brandolini and Robert 
Potter, referees. 

Outside handball tournaments 
were added to the sports schedule. 
The L Street handball club from 
South Boston was brought, compos­
ed of John Connolly and Bob Nich­
ols. Bob ls also a member of the 
Boston Patriots football team. Pat 
Mulkern split with Connolly . 

games like kick-the-can to childi sh 
games like shooting pheasant an d 
to manly games like, well, pitching 
to Willie Mays . Handball , with its 
infinite advantages , is not the be­
all of a good man's life, no ma tter 
how much the pl ayer insist. Haz­
litt, writing on Cavanaugh, admit­
ted: 

"There are things of more impor­
tance than str ik ing a ball against 
a wall . . . such as making war and 
peace, m ak ing speeches and answer­
ing them, mak ing verses and blot­
ting them, making money and then 
th rowing It away. " 

Take K en Schneider now. After 
he and Gus Lewis lost their Mas­
ter's title at St. Louis this spring, 
Kenny said : 

"I'm taking up paddle-ball. Any­
body want a game?" 

Oddities 
Around the North Jersey area 

Howard " Tarz" He erwagon , long 
time handb all player and worker, 
ls noted for h is intensive competi­
tive driv e. He plays his hardest a­
gainst everyone. 

Once , while playing a relatively 
new player , "Tarz" quickly built a 
big lead with his aggressive play. 
With the score 20-0, "Tarz" s tepped 
in to serve ga me point, only to see 
his opponent walking out of the 
court . When "Tarz" asked where h e 
was going, the beginner replied, 
" I 'm leaving. Nobody's going t o beat 
me 21-0." 

And he left . And "Tarz "? Well, 
he still bea ts everyone as much as 
he can. 

EYE DAMAGE-TORTURE 
REPAIRS-COSTLY 
REPLACEMENTS -IMPOSSIBLE 
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$4.95 at SPORTS SHOPS 
or WRITE DIRECT 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 

PROTECT WITH 
THE NEW IMPROVED 

M-K -.Atliletic 
EYE GUARD 
Weighs Less Than Two Ounces 

M-K PRODUCTS 
1608 DEXTER AVE., N. 

SEATTLE, WASH. 98109 

Florida .. . 
The Tampa - St. Petersbur g -

Clea rwater areas were treated to a 
series of four-wall handball clinics 
and exhibi t ions - the lik es of whi ch 
have never been witnessed in many, 
many years. 

Jack "The Fox" Weintraub, out­
standing champion and representa­
tive from the West Side YMCA in 
New York, p laye d Erni e Ortiz , p1:es ­
ent Tampa YMCA sing les ch a mpion. 
The purpo se was to expose the 
great game to th e Bay are a and 
promot e and recr uit mo r e cotu-t; 
and part icipants. 

The first clinic was ent hu siast ic­
ally r eceived at the Tampa YMCA, 
and a n overflow cro wd enj oyed l:s­
tening t o t he various asp ects of t he 
game , followed by a best of thr ee 
exhibition. Weint raub won the fi rst 
game 21-1 3, bu t was dru l:•becl in t he 
second 21-3 a n d aft er lea ding 18-7 
in t he final - was overta ken ?..0- 21 
in a thriller that h acl t he ho me 
crowd shouting "ole" ,\'i th ev ery 
point scored by th eir spu n ky he ro , 
Ortiz. 

Harry Smi th's Healt h St udio was 
the arena for the secon d clini c, a nd 
again many h ad to be turn ed a way 
due to limited ga llery space. Wein­
tr aub , a d etermin ed competitor , ex ­
hibited why he is considered an 
outstanding hand ba ll player. His fly 
kills, corner placeme n ts a nd cons is­
tent backwall kill s wer e too devas ­
ta ting and he registe red 21-11, 21- 16 
victories over his game foe. 

Th e beauti ful Clea r water YMCA 
was the site for th e fin al clinic and 
"showdo wn " exhibition match. An 
excited crowd of over 100 r eceive d 
an d enjoyed learning the in t r icac ies 
of our game. This Y has two beau ­
tiful courts and hop es to expand its 
faciliti es before too long sinc e the 
demand for courts f rom h a ndb a llers 
as well as ra cketb allers is at it s 
peak . It is poss ible th a t the Flor ida 
State Op en Tournam en t will be he ld 
h ere. Weintraub and Ort iz proceeded 
to thrill the onlookers with a blis­
tering and torrid exhibition which 
displayed tre mendous r etu rns and 
many long volleys. After two and a 
half hours of play, Weintrau b was 
victorious - 21-17 , 13-21 , 21-20 . 

SAM MESSINA 
Tampa YMCA, 
Handball Chairm an 

GOOD SPORTS FUND 
Evanston, Ill. , YMCA, has cor.d­

ucted a very worthwhile "Go od 
Sport " fund drive . Members of the 
YMCA's EX e Cuti Ve Athletic Club 
were asked to contrib ute $24 to cover 
a membership for a youngster in the 
community . USHA President Bob 
Kendler was one of the first t o lend 
a hand. J . Larry Meyer, Y physical di­
rector and director of th e Clu b, h a d 
stickers designa ting tho ~e who par­
ticipated placed on their lockers. 

ACE - U.S.H.A. 



insurance $3.30 a month 

At the risk of sound .1.g undig­
nified, we call it USHA's Maxi­
Mini Policy-maximum protec­
tion, minimum cost. But risk is 
what it's all about. We bet on 
handball players ( and what's 
a better way to keep a man 
healthy?) That's why we cover 
you with $15,000 for loss of 
life for so little cost. 
For instance, if you're 28 years old it would cost less 
than $40 per year or $19.65 semi-annually . (That 
works out to be just a little more than $3.30 a month.) 

And USHA's policy gives you this coverage 24 hours a 
day. On the job or off. Wherever you may be. 

Furthermore, anytime before age 60 you can convert 
your policy to permanent life insurance-the kind that 
builds solid cash savings. 

OCTOBER, 1968 

So don't wait-fill in the cou­
pon and mail it today to 
USHA's Insurance Administra­
tor for your application blank. 

ri~~~~~~;.;~~~~~;~-----, 
4101 Dempster St. 
Skokie, Ill. 60076 

Send full particulars on the USHA Insurance Pro­
gram to: 

Name _ ___ __ ___ _ _______ _ 
(Please Print) 

Date of Birth _ ___ __________ _ 

Address _______________ _ 

City __ _ __ _ __ state ____ __._i""P---

L--------------------J 
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Pacific Northwest USHA Regional Singles and Doubles 
NOTE: We continually urge o ur 

n1cn1hcrs to send in news about tour­
nament play and general developm ent s 
in their area s - and, n1o st irnportnnt, 
to gel the results in n s soon n s po ss ible 
after the cn,I of the competition s . The 
ol<I 8aying, wrhcrc's nothing a s s tnlc a s 
yr~trrday's new s paper·• al so appli es lo 
magazine s . We p u b Ii b h e very 01J1cr 
month arul when n writeup of tour­
n:uncnl play comes in lnte in the Sum­
mer covering piny that look place Ins t 
i\1nrch we ju s t can't give it the same 
kind of tr eatment it would be gh •en had 
it heen received within a couple of 
week nft c r th e scheduled play. PLEASE 
henr thi s in mind. The deadline for our 
issue s is the 20th of the month pr eced­
ing the dated magazine. In other word s , 
:111 mnlcriul for the Dec., ] 968 ACE 
mu st be on hand in the USI lA hend­
cruarter office by Nov . 20. The follow­
ing muterial was forwarded by K e n Mc­
Qu een and Chu ck Bell of th e Oregon 
ll nmlbnll Society. Thi s group picked 
up th e boll after the tourney ho sts 
ncglrete,I 10 semi in result s . 

• • • 
This covers the USHA Northwes t 

regional singles and doubles tourn a ­
ments, split between two cities for 
t.he first time. The singles hosted by 
the Vancouver A.C ., March 15-17, and 
t.he doubles a month later at the new 
Spokane Elks Club, April 11-13. The 
trial of two separate hosts was not 
overly accepted and the opinions 
favored holding both singles and 
doubles together in 1969. Most play-

ers felt it was too much of a hards hip 
in terms of financing and time in­
volved to at tend both. 

Portland play ers domina ted the 
competitions . In Van co u v er the 
veteran Bob Schoning, Multnomah 
A.C., won the singles over Rod Pan­
tages of the host club , 21-17, 21-16. 
Pant ages had scored an up set in eli­
minating Portland's Ted Yeamans 
and then Jack Scrivens , also Port­
land . Schoning was pushed to the 
limit by the fast-improving Gordie 
Pfeifer , Tacoma Elks, before winning 
8-21, 21-10, 21-19. Then Bob de fea ted 
te a mmate John Foster in the semis 
and wen t on to win his twelfth NW 
singles in 20 tr ies, a r ecord which 
may never be equalled. St a inless 
steel carving sets were award ed as 
trophies , and as usual the Canadians 
were first class hosts . 

John Ritchie and Dennis Schalk 
of the Olympian Athle t ic Club in 
Portl a nd won t he doubl es . They were 
unse eded and defeated th e top three 
seeds to gain th e crown . No. 2 seeded 
Dick Brouwer-Jack Scrivens, Mult­
nomah A.C. defeated Jim Slaven and 
Jud Heathco te, Spokane Elks , in t h e 
semis . .. while Ri tc hie and Sch alk 
elimin a ted No. 1 seed, ten time 
Oregon State champs, Schonin g and 
Bob Johnson. They then took the 
championship ma tch , 21-9, 21-18. 
Probably the highlight of this dou­
bles tourney was the winners quart­
er-final triumph over Pfeifer and 
Lea McMillan . Behind 7-16 in the 
third game they overcame the deficit 

1968 USHA TENTH ANNUAL 
ONE-WALL HANDBALL SCHEDULE 

11 
I 
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F'INALS: - Singles - Friday , Oct . 25, 8 p .m. 

Boys' Novice and Masters Doubles - Friday, Nov . 1, 8 p.m. 

Men's Doubles - Friday, No. 8, 8 p.m. 

Chairman: - Irving S. Ehrlich 

Chief Referees: - Marvin Greenberg, Morris Levitsky 

Tourney Coordinator: - Mickey Blechman 

Referee Corps: - Sid Bauer, Norm Butler, Danny 
Deloach, Harry Greenberg, Andy Belsky, Joe Cohen, 
Irving Forman, Ugo Bontempo, George Cohen , Alex 
Fischer, Sam Slivers 

Match Coordinators: - Teddy Breslow, Joe Koren, 
Abe Garr, Steve Schnaps, Wil Kong, Meyer Weinberg 

USHA Representative: - Oscar Relkin 

Tourney Printers: - Herb Friedman, Curley Martin 

wit h good serves an d ti m ely kills to 
outs core th eir opp one n ts 14-1 in th e 
fin al innin gs and win , 21-17 . 

Ted Yeam a ns and Bill In glesb y 
won the Masters doubles over Ber ni e 
Goble and Al Kircher, Spokane Elks . 

Presenta t ion of trophi es an d "h am " 
award s was h and led by Jud Heat h­
cote, who kept everyone in s ti tc h es 
with his quick wit and gags. Man y 
thanks mus t go to the Spok ane Elk s 
Club , for th eir a t t ract ive a n d very 
adequate fa cili t ies for a well r un 
tournament . 

Th e Oregon Stat e sin gles and dou ­
bles was ho ste d by the Euge n e Cen ­
tral Lane YMCA. Tom Young, aid ed 
by local players a nd wives, aga in 
produced excellent comp et i ti on , f ood 
an d fe llowship. Doub l es - Jo h n 
Foster and Fr ank Ba gan, wi n n ers, 
Multnomah A.C. Howa r d Soumi e an d 
Jerry Young h ad upset No. 1 see d, 
Schoning and John son . Sin gles -
Ken McQuee n, Olympi an A. C., won 
over Ted Yeama n s . McQu een came 
back af te r los ing th e second ga me . .. 
at 11-11, he r an six st ra igh t points , 
and then won , 21-13 . 

Mas ters singles , in itiated this ye ar , 
had a good recep ti on. The Euge ne 
hosts got its ch a nce to shi ne as 
Chuck Larson took t he ch ampionship 
over Salem YMCA's Lee Shinn , 21-
10, 21-6. Also, Eugene 's George Dor­
sey won the consolation over Albany 
Y's Vince Barrett . 

SHORT SHOTS ... 
Mesa Juni or College in Gran d 

Junction , Colo., includ ed four st an­
dard courts in its new sports build­
ing , ALL WITHOUT ANY OPEN­
ING IN THE BACK WALL. Next 
step - remodeling. 

Lake Forest College has opened 
its new sports complex , includ ing 
three handball courts, one of which 
has glass side walls, floor to ceiling. 
Coach Mike Dau, is gung ho abou t 
the game and his freshman team 
of Wes and William Yee, New York ; 
Dave Smith, St . Louls , and Steve 
Jamron, Miami. Dec . ACE will fea­
ture the court facilities and pro­
gram . USHA Central singles is go­
ing to be scheduled there in Janu­
ary. 

• • • 
As this reaches you we will be in 

Birmingham for a confab with t he 
Handball Club members planning 
for the Feb. 20-23 USHA National 
Contenders at their YMCA . A one­
day handicap tournament ls being 
played on the meeting date with an 
invitation to out-of-town players . 
And, the color fllm of the 1968 na­
tionals in St. Louis ls being shown . 

ACE - U.S.H.A. 



LETTERS ..• 

(From page 25) 

Youth Foundation 

Dear Mr. Kcndlcr: 

Ju st go t back from a rest m the Islands (a fter a busy and 
hectic convention time- it was much needed) - and wanted 
to thank you so much for your assistance and suppo rt in help­
ing to mak e th e Youth Foundation - YMCA benefit dinn er 
a success. You were so kind to help us with contributions , 
an d I know how much Hugh (O'Brian ) appreciat ed all your 
help also. 

Aga in. many th anks Mr. Kendlcr - my best to your cute 
wi fe, and fam ily - hope to sec you all soon. 

--SUZY LENNOX 

NOTE: Hu gh O'Brian , movie , TV and lcgitmatc stage star , 
found ed th e Youth Foundation with the support of the ThICA 
in 1958 to affor d the "middle group" of high school boys a.n 
opportu nity to develop leadership potential. The first seminar 
was held in 1960 and this pa.st Summer 50 outstanding high 
school juniors , one from each State , and ten from foreign 
countri es, were selected - half to attend the Republican Con­
vention in Miami, and half to attend the D emocratic Conven­
tion in Chi cago, to personally witness the demo crati c processes 
of nominatin g presidents. Two profession al counselors accom­
panied the youth s. 

Chicago Illini 

De;ir M ort: 

The ACE M agaz ine has become one of my favorite periodi­
ca ls. The June , 1967 edition carried news of a Capt . Vince 
Do mile (Blue An gels) who is one of our favorit e former stu­
dents . The most recent issue is of special interest beca use it 
includ es th e ar ticle on the Ra inbow Beach Tournam ent. Tom 
Brownfield, another former stud ent, and his partner triumphed 
over John Sloan and Andy Up a tnicks. Andy is a new neigh­
bor of mine and has visited and played at the Circle Campus. 

We were privileged to play in th e impressive Univ ersity of 
Texas courts at Austin last April. Pete Tyson and the Intra­
mural Dir ec tor , Sonny Rook er, were wonderful hosts. 

Likes Instruction 

Gentlemen: 

PETER R . BERRAFATO , 
Dir ecto r of Int ramura l Sports 
Di rec tor of Recre a tion 
U. of Illi nois a t Chicago 

The Ju ne '68 issue of ACE was the best yet. Please give us 
more articl es like one on the National Tourn ament Clinic­
Semin a r, i.e. instructive articles. I suspect that many of your 
readers , like myself, arc not tourn am ent types , but just han d­
ballers who love the game an d want to impr ove . . • and 
a rticles like that arc a big help. 

OCTOBER, I 968 

REV. J. R. HEISSE, M. M. 
Maryknoll Fathers 
Seoul, Korea 

YOUTH FOUNDATION DINNER ..• Evie and Bob Kendle, 
pitche,;l in to givo II hand to Hugh O'Brian, TV, movio and 1ta90 
star, founder of the YMCA-coordinated Youth Foundation, 

PRO FOOTBALL CONDITIONER ••• Bruce Boydston, Wichita, 
Kansas, district commissionor <left) works out with Jim WH­
kiewicz. Jim, former All-Missouri Valley Conference player at 
Wichita State University, is with the Cincinnati Bengals of 
tho AFL. 
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1969 USHA 
NATIONALS FORMAT 

I-Dates March 16-22 with possibility 
of preliminary extra play March 15, if 
necessary. Events in Xati onals: Singles; 
Doubles; Master singles; Mast ers doubles; 
- Cons olation singles (for all singles play­
ers eliminated in preliminary round and/ 
or rounds, and first round of open singles 
competition. First r o u n d is consider ed 
bracket of 64. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *·* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* II-Referees and Floor Manager-Co- * 

ordination between local committ ee ancl * 
National Rule s Chairman , Jim Jacobs. * 
There is no present national referees chair- * 

* man, as such. Joe Ardito, in new position * 
as l'.ational Tournaments Coordinator, will * 
be go between, and set this up, workin g * 
with local committe e, Joe Shane, and using * 
Al Gracio as floor man age r. * 

a. Welcoming breakfast and outline of * 
rul es and general condu ct of tournam ent. * 

* Tim e: Sunday morning ope ning, chairman- * 
ned by Nati onal Commission er Joe Shane . * 

b. Tournament singles draw. To be held * 
at University of Texas, Thur sday, Mar ch * 
I 3.- Doubles draw - Sund ay, Mar ch I fi, * 
aft er compl etion of first round singles.- * 
Masters singles, Ma sters double s, and con- * 
solation singles draw, Monday, March I 7. * 
(Time to be determined by schedule of : 
~~, * 

III. Registration Tabl e. Will follow sue- * 
cessful pattern of previous tournament * 
with setup in Gre gory Gymnasium en- * 
trance lobby, manned by host personn el. . . * 
all incomin g players and guests will be * 
cleared and orientated her e .. . signin g : 
in, paym ent of fees ( curr en t membership) , * 
check on en tries with fees, comb ination * 
hospitality room, ban quets, entertainmr.nt * 
fees. Envel ope with necessary information , * 
souvenir T-shirt, identifyin g badges. . . * 
sales of tickets to match es ... set hours * 
for registration table . * 

IV - TOURNAMENT HOST FINAi\'- : 
CIAL RESPONSIBILITIES: 

a.- Balls-25-30 dozen. * 
b.- Mainten ance of courts, locker room * 

facilities, masseurs. * 
c.-Hospitality room . . . site. The on•; * 

big facet of the tournament. * 
d.- Banqu cts . . . Convention n i g h t * 

banquet for USHA members only . . . : 
Tuesday, March 18 ... Awards banquet - * 
Thursday, March 20 . * 

e.-Awards - trophies. * 
f.- Prcss room . * 
g.-Souvcnir T-shirts. * 

DON'T LET LIFE PASS YOU BYI 

Introducing ... 
A DYNAMIC MAGAZINE 
FOR DYNAMIC PEOPLE 

Here's How To "Get Back In Shape" and 
Have A Good Time While You're Doing It. 

How many times have you said " Tomorrow I'm going to s ta rt 
getting back in shape"? But somehow you never quite get aro u n d 
to it. Your waistline expands, your muscles soften, you los e th at 
vigor and vitality so important in bus iness and soc ial life . 

FITNESS FOR LIVING HELPS YOU LOOK BETTER, 
FEEL BETTER, LIVE BETTER. 

FITNESS FOR LIVING is more than a magazine . It gives yo u a 
step-by-step program to firm up your muscles. You get sp ecific 
exercises for losing weight and molding a more attractive b o dy. 
Famous people in all walks of life inspire you with personal "How 
I Do It Stories." FITNESS FOR LIVING shows you tr icks to keep 
trim at home or at work-tells what diets to follow for top food value 
-how to walk and sit for better posture-look years younger by 
proper stance and breathing. 

DON'T LET LIFE PASS YOU BY-JOIN THE VITAL GENERATION! 
FITNESS FOR LIVING brings you the facts and inspirat ion you 

need to help you stay in good shape, ready and able to do the 
ACTIVE things you enjoy most. 

Read these typical articles in forthcoming issues: 
• 10 Ways to Beat that • How Sex Affects Fitness and 

Middle-Age Bulge Vice Versa ' 
• How A Simple Exercise Can • Can You Pass the High School~ 

Improve Your Golf Score Fitness Test? ~ 
• Why Women Don't Need • College Athletes-IO 20 30 

Girdles Years Later . ' ' ' 
• How Many Aches Before • Me Run 20 Miles? Impossible! 

You're Fit? • The Yo!;a ~oom-Real or ~ 
Otherwise . -~ 

'17 In page after page of "You ' re Never Thisnewbookisyours ,, .. 
Too Old," medical doctors, athletes , FREE with your 1-year 
and fitness experts tell how to improve (6 issue) introduc-
health through exercise, stay on an ef- tory subscription 
fective weight-reducing schedule, work for just Sl.00. 
a fitness program into a busy schedule. 

SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE TO THIS NO-RISK OFFER. 
Keep fit and have fun doing it! Fill out the coupon below and mail at once! 

h.- ldC'ntifying badges. * YOUR GUARANTEE 
V-RUNDOWN ON COMMITTEES : * FITNESS FOR LIVING Magazine 
Registration , entertainment, refer ees and * Absolutely No Risk 

scheduling, housing, banquets , hospitality, : If after receiving your free 
tickets, publicity and promotion, adver- * book and first issue of FIT• 
tising, individual sponsorships, trophies, * NESS FOR LIVI NG , you do not 
women 's hospitality, trips, etc., financ e. . . * feel completely satisfied. you 
OVER H 

wrll owe us nothing --and you 
ALL-- ost tournament chairman, * can strll keep the book and 

co-chairmen. * magazine. That is how sure 
VI-USHA RESPONSIBILITIES: * we are you will benef,t from 

EMMAUS, PENNA. 18049 

Yes, I accept your special subscription offer for one 
year (6 issues) at S3.00. 
You will send me, free of charge, "YOU'RE NEVER 
TOO OLD!" 

'.] Remittance Enclosed J:J Bill Me 

Name . . .... . . ...... .. .... . . .. .. .. .. .... ... ........ . . 
Winners of all regional singles ancl * FITNESS FOR LIVING Maga• * zrne. You have nothing to Street. 

doubles (not Masters) . . . placing of host * lose by returning thos coupon 
ads in Yearbook (FEBRUARY ISSUE). * today. City . .. ___ . .. .. .. __ .. .. .... _.State .. _. ___ . __ .... . 

Entry blank brochures both in ACE and * zip code 
mailing. -------------...------------------....:.. _____ _ 

National official personnel. 
Supply of Yearbooks at tournament site. 
Pre-tournament publicity releases. 
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OBSERVATION TOWER ... 
(Fiom µnge 23) 

tour of th e East before Christmas 
. . . it will be financed by a planned 
exhibition next month, headlining 
a r eturn m atc h between Stuffy 
Sin ge r and Ray Neveau . 

Paulin e and I expect to reac h 
Mia mi Beach abou t Nov. 1, where 
we will stay until the Texas na­
tion als in March , and then back to 
New York in April. Pauline has her 
Florida mas sage license after a 
year of schooli ng. 

West Side YMCA in New York 
will h ave t h e "J ac k Marks Memor ia l 
Hand ball Tourname nt " late this 
mon th . . . J a ck pas sed away last 
Spri ng and was a movin g forc e 
in t he game aroun d the city. 

On ce a gn in Brownsvill e Hand­
bal l Clu b a nd Irv Ehrli ch have 
gathe r ed tog eth er the best one­
wnll sho w in the world . . . Top 
te:.cms - De catu r and Sandler to 
ch allen ge de fenders, Ar tie Reyer 
an d Jo e Dan ilczyk ... Jo el Wisot ­
sk y an d Lou Russo . . . Mitch ell 
Str a us an d Steve Lott in the un­
der 19 ye ar old Juniors . 

In retrospect back to three-wall 
- I'm firmly convinced that our 
game of power shooting is th e 
winnin g game in three-wall . . . 
and a lso in one-wall and four­
wa ll .. . point of cont ac t supplies 
th e power and accuracy , and with 
this as a bas is, it depends upon 
th e individual to develop a typ e of 
game that will win for him . . . 
knowing how to k.ill and pass with 
power is the wa y to end volleys 
. . . don 't shoot unless you are 
sure of the kill ... pass when you 
h ave your opponent up front . .. 
Use your opposite hand as a de­
fensive weapon as much as pos­
sible . .. as lon g as you don't give 
your opponent a set up with your 
cff hand you know the job is be­
in g acco mpli s hed . . . keep your 
opponent off the short line . . . 
don't hit th e side walls on the 
ceiling shots ... don't run to the 
back after serving . . . h old posi­
tion on that vital short line . . . 
get to the bac lc wall qu ick ly for 
the ceiling return . . . for good 
shooting averages let the ball get 
as low as possible, as far from you 
as is comfortable and the point of 
contact is a ro und the center of 
your body . 

See you in Austin - Marc h 16-
22, 1969! 

National Juniors . . . 
At press time confirmation of the 

Dec. 28-30 National Juniors site for 
Miami Beach Flamingo Park was 
pending on a m eeting there Oct. 28, 
attended by USHA Executive Secre­
tary Mort Leve. Entry blanks wlll 
be sent out by mid-November to all 
handball centers. 

OCTOBER, 1968 

Straus Loot ... 
Mitchell and Gary Straus , the sen­

sational 16-year-old New Yorkers, 
have already won more than 120 
awar ds - trophies, medals, certifi­
cates and a bowl. In addition to 
handball they have won baseball, 
softba ll, swimming, paddleball tro­
phies and plaques in jun ior tourna ­
ments held at Castle Hill Beach 
Club . 

Th e boys aren't the only trophy 
winners in the family. Their father, 
Al, won the Class B four-wall hand­
ball tournament this past Summer 
at the Beach Club. He says , "The 
boys ' handball achievements have 
been due to the effective coaching 
of Bob Da vidson; also playing with 
Jim Jacobs and other top players. 
Jim started working out with Gary 
and Mitchell when they were 13 . . . 
and the boys have worked hard to 
gain this ability . . . it took plenty 
of practice . . . D avidson has con­
strnctively pointed out their faults 
... they are still learning . I want 
to thank the USHA for encouraging 
and allowing Mitchell and Gary to 
pa rticipate in the Na ti onal Juniors 
and assisting with travel expenses." 

3-WALL PICNIC ... Internat iona l three­
wall in Detroit's Palmer Park is like a 
five-day family reunion outdoor funfare, 
complete with healthy exercise, hot dogs, 
cold drinks and ice cream . 

366ers - Coming Fast! 
As the Fa 11 season progresses 

USHA headquarters has received 
an increasing number of qualified 
members for the unique "366 Club." 
To qualify a member must partici­
pate in 366 games of handball dur­
ing 1968 (for the Leap Year 366-
days) and accompany his certifica­
tion from the physical director with 
a paid new member application. 

Dan Callah a n, Bellingham, Wash ., 
was No. 1 this year, getting his sub­
sc ribed number of games within 
three months - believe it or not! 

WON'T BE LONG NOW ... Those colorful , rapidly-improving I b-year-old Straus twins 
( Gary and Mitchell), should be ripe for crown measurements in e. few short. yea~s. 
Their meteoric climb to national prominence augurs well for e bright champ1onsh1p 
future in both singles and doubles . 

35 



What Is A Handball Player? 
By MORT LEVE 

- A handball player is many thing s . . . most im­
port a nt, he is a competitive sport sman who has found 
a man-to-m an gam e as a way of life . 

- He is a youngster who st ri ves to over com e the 
frustrations of the four walls, ceilin g and floor ji g 
saw puz zle that will take year s to pu t to gether in 
the complete design . . . or a youn gster who find s 
it natural to boun ce a ba ll aga inst the singl e wa ll, 
first with the "pi nki e", la t er with th e official ACE, 
t,he str on g se rve and fly shot . 

- H e is an ambitious young man ou t of school or 
the Army who find s the game an ideal physic al out­
let but can't understand why men mor e th an twi ce 
hi s age have little lroub le beatin g him. He's fast er, 
has the youthful power arms, but h as to learn th e 
hard way that nobody has yet bla st ed a ba ll throu gh 
the wall. 

- He 's an ex- va r sity team , athlete stando u t who 
finds that this seemingly simple gam e ls everla st ingly 
just beyond the grasp of ma ster ing. His scrapbook 
of cllppln gs don 't mean a th ing again st his vete ran 
cont rol artist oppon en t . 

- He's a professional footba ll or ba seball play er 
with that import an t 120'¼ efTort but becom es ju st 
another B or C perform er in t,his game un til he ca n 
lea rn the Importance of the word "wait ", position, 
maneuvering, and pro pe r slroke . 

- He 's a pr ofe ssor who learned the rudim ents of 
the game ln hi s undergraduate year s and can be 
found the man to beat a t any giv en college. He may 
be bookwo rm ish off- court but he's a veritabl e tiger 
in action and finds the wall s the perf ect antidot e 
for the classrooms and researc h. 

- He's a doctor or dent,i st who relieves the tedious 
strains of hi s practi ce with clock-like two or thr ee 
times a week scheduled act ion . He is happy to give 
on- the-court mouth or leg mi se ry exa min at ions. 

- He's a super salesman who'll br ea k of!' in the 
middl e of a big dea l to r ace to his home away from 
home to keep a h an db all date. He's the one who will 
argue long and loud est on hind er and double bounce 
calls . 

- He's a man of th e cloth who will close his ear s 
to the rantings and ravin gs of hi ~ opponents and 
might even toss In a few choi ce ep it,hets h ims elf be­
cause on the court there bur sts forth the pe nt-u p 
barbarisms that hav e lain dorm an t for centur ies. 

- He wlll roll up to the Y. Center -; r Club in a 
Cadillac or a rundown clunk er . .. h e m ay doff a 
$300 custom made suit or fr ayed dun ga rees ... but 
once in the conventional whit e gea r of the cou r t 
there 's no distinction , no soc ial classes .. . everyone 
ls created equal ... the id ea l democracy that ap ­
pears to elude us in this topsy turvy world of ours . 

- Young and old , the game is for all. As some one 
put it, you have to lose to show true sportsm anship 
... those who practice lt can lea ve the court con­
tent with a vigorous workou t, and to ss off th e dis­
appointment of defeat , savoring the fruit s of victory. 
He will help a neophyte lea rn the rudiments of the 
game and invariably invite a player into the fray, 
whether he be a big A, or a small C. 

- Handball encompasses a fraternity - The United 
States Handball Association-personifying hard play , 
good fun, and a helping hand in the promotion of 
the game. 

This is your handball player/ 
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NEW YORK'S NAT SHIFTER 

A-1 PLAYER-CONTRIBUTOR 
As tim e marches on and observa tion s and facts are 

record ed , on e must be sur e to in clud e th e extra or ­
dina ry achi evemen ts and con t ribut ions Na t Sh ift er 
ha s made to th e gam e of on e-w all h andb all in New 
York City for the las t seven yea rs. 

Seldom does one se e or hea r of a ba ll pl ayer who 
sta rted to play at th e ag e of 37 and graduat ed al­
most imm ediat ely in to nat ion al tourn ament comp et i­
t ion. Yet that is exaclly wh at Na t did . Fur thermor e, 
he was no t sat isfied with jus t pl ayin g and comp eting 
in h andb all tournam en ts and exhib itio ns , he h ad to 
become an ou tsta nd ing con t rib uto r to and promote r 
of t,he sport , a verit able hum anit a ri an who h as con­
tribu ted resources and pr ecious tim e fo r the ben efit 
of paraphl egic basketball t eams an d boys' ha nd ba ll 
fac ilit ies. 

Who but a man of great ability and ent hu siasm 
could in th ree years t,ime become runn er up to the 
grea t Vic Her shk owitz in th e nat iona l maste rs' tour­
nam ent s two successiv e yea rs? Onl y Na t Schif te r , a 
pl ayer and man of great color , of gr eat confid en ce, 
of grea t hum an inter est and of grea t downr ight ex­
asperatin g competi t ive spir it . He can sooth e you wi th 
a son g or good humor and exa spera te yon wit h com­
petitiv e deeds and words . 

The se are th e fac ts , but wh at ma kes h is ac h ieve­
ment s even great er is the fa ct th a t Na t h as from 
t ime to time in th e last few yea rs h ad var ious serious 
sur gical operati ons and h as been h osp it,alized five 
t im es, never knowin g if h e might pl ay han db all a ­
gain . Neverth eless he has alw ays re turned with gre a t 
deter min a tion and confid enc e, with trust in God , and 
good use and direc tion of his ener gies consequent ly 
a lways emerging as a good comp etitiv e ball player. 

Na t has great prai se for th e exception al medic al 
help given h im by Dr . Alan A. Kan e, Brooklyn , and 
grea t prais e for his wife and daugh ters wit h whom 
he lives at 1605 Avenue V, Br ooklyn . 

Ju st r ecuperating from hi s mos t recent serious 
operat ion Nat aga in is around, anx ious, det ermined 
and alway s courageou s. Here h e is re ady to r econ­
dition h imself in ord er to be ready for comp eti tion 
in th e current USHA on e-wall handb all tourna ment 
at th e Brownsv ille Handba ll Club, wl-:ere h e has been 
the cap able presi dent for th e past year . Nothin g 
seems to diminish the marv elous spirit of this extra ­
ordinary man , who should be envi ed, admi red and 
honor ed. His motto is "Perfection is not an acc id ent ." 

As a com mit tee man of the club , along wit h Irving 
Ehrlich , our chairma n, and a ll t,he othe r officers and 
mem bers , I would lik e to have it kn own that we feel 
privileged to be asso ciated in civil lif e as well as in 
handball with Nat Schi fter , a man with a song in his 
sto ut heart, a r eady greeting in his jovial eyes, a 
kind and humorous word on his lip s and an athletic 
hand anyone should be migh ty proud to shake. 

- Ugo Bon tempo, USHA Ref er ee 

-
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"Play Handball" . 
1s an 

educational 
film 

16MM 

Color/ Sound 
Film 

length: 16 minutes 
with: 

Animation, Music, 
Sound Effects, Slow 

Motion Shots 

WITH: 

JIM JACOBS 
AND 

STUFFY SINGER 

Produced and Directed 

by 

GABOR NAGY 

R FROM: 
• Productions 

'' 

NARRATED BY 

ART LINKLETTER 
SUBJECT MATTER: 

How to play singles 

H.ow to play doubles 

The warm -up 

Serves 

Backwall shots 
Correct · body posit ioning 

Pass shots 

GOOD FOR: 

All groups 
Clubs 
Schools 
Colleges 
Universities 
YMCA's 
Business groups 
Serv ice clubs 

COACHES 

'' 

Front wall & Corner kills 

Ceiling shots 

Devel. of weak arm 
BEGINNERS and ADVANCED 

PLAYERS 

Endorsed by the United States Handball Association 

i-- -------------------------------------------------· 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

BUSINESS REPLY 

We intend to buy _____ _ print (s) 
(number) 

Please send new print(s) □ 
(check enclosed) 

Name Position 

Organization Phone 

Address City 

State Zip 



L. A. Dominates San Jose 

Labor Day Open Tournament 
More than 150 players from as far away as Chi­

cago, El Paso , Vancouver, plus all parts of California 
turned out in force and good fellowship for the fourth 
annual San Jose Labor Day week end open handball 
championships, Aug. 31 - Sept . 2. Hosted by the San 
Jose YMCA, the event featured four categ?ries of 
competition. Due to the large number of entri es, par­
ticipants were l!mited to one event only . Over 60 
matches were played the first day. 

In the Masters doubles th e new champs are Bob 
Nedd and Bob Burnett , Palo Alto Elks , 21-15, 21-14 
over Stan Perisich and Georg e Bro te markle, a pick­
up combination that got toget her just a couple of 
days before the tournam ent . St rong serv ing kept 
Brotemarkle and Perisich in cont en tion un til the 
finals, found the pressure of a very st eady game by 
Nedd and Burnett forcing errors and set-up plays. 
George Takaoka and Frank Zuniga , Fre sno, took 
third over Blll Keays and Kevin O'Sh ea , San Fran­
cisco. O'Shea, former all-Ameri can ba sketball player 
at Notre Dame, was a last minute fill-in for Bob 
Brady who had won with Ke ays the previous two 
years . 

The Master's singles had a stron ger field than last 
year but the same finalists. Ageless Alex (Boisseree 
that is ) from Inglewood exhibit ed hi s colorful style 
in going all the way again to win over Bob Little , 
San Francisco , 21-3, 21-20. Alex ha s been in the finals 
all four times in this tournam ent , winn ing the last 
three . In an early match against Fra nk Vaiarello , 
Fresno , Alex had to go three gam es to win and did 
not seem to have his usual zip. Howev er, he came 
back strong in defeating Howie Wyrsch in the semis. 
Wyrsch went on to take third over Dale Daniels , 
Fresno, 21-19, 21-3. 

The open doubles went all the way to the wire 
with Harry Packer and Ron Spivak , Los Angeles , win­
ning over the last year's champs Jerry Cooke and Bud 
M!ller, Sacramento, 21-11, 8-21, 21-20. The sharp left 
hand of Packer and steady play of Spiv ak finally 
told the tale in a match that was highlighted on the 
other side by the deceptive hook s of Cooke and phe­
nomenal defensive play by Miller. Mike Kelly and 
Jim O'Brien, San Francisco, who lost a very close 
match to Cooke and Miller took third over Jay Kent 
and Larry Beals, Los Angeles , 18-21, 21-12, 21-18. 
Kent and Beals scored an earlier upset over second 
seeded Dick Langdon and Sp enc er John ston, San 
Francisco, who had bested Pack er and Spivak in July 
to win the Santa Barbara tournament. 

The finals in the open singles featured a rematch 
between Harold Price, Los Angeles and Bob Bourbeau , 
Reno. However, it ended before it really got started 
when Bourbeau snapped an ach!lles tendon just a 
few points into the first game. Neither Price nor 
Bourbeau had lost a game going into the finals al­
though Harold had to go hard to down Tom Fleming , 
San Francisco, in the semis. Fleming took third over 
Len Rosen, Los Angeles, 21-13, 21-18. 

Frow the player 's standpoint it was another great 
tournament. The hospitality and banquet by the San 
Jose YMCA were again outstanding and the four well 
kept perfect courts are a pleasure to use . 

From the host's standpoint it was doubly success­
ful. The hard work put in by the committee was well 
rewarded by the cooperative response and comple­
ments of the players. Also the large participation from 
such a wide geographical area was very gratifying to 
the tournament committee. The sign-up now is about 
the maximum that can be handled with the four 
courts in three days. Thus in four years the tourna­
ment has grown to capacity and we have heard only 
good things from all our participants . 
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EL .E VEN F"OINT$. LO!;>Ef< 
C UT<;. .THE; c;eA~-5- O . k.? 

Alth ough man y persons contri bu ted to the success 
of the tourn ament , speci al acknowl edgemen t is in or­
der to Herm Ba ss, tourn amen t director ; Mitch Uco­
vich , banqu et ch ef; Ed Patronski , ga me sch edulin g ; 
Bobb ie Berry , Jacki e Yarbrough , and Cathy Davis , 
hoste sses; Barbara Piazza , cor res pond enc e; and Bill 
Yarb rough , Y physical director . 

READY-1968 NATIONALS FILM ... 
Just sa w a showing of our color 16 mm . film of the 

1968 nationals at St . Louis - and it is sensational. 
Best we have ever seen and it echo es Jim J acobs' 
stat ement , "I zzy Manko/s ky ha s caught the suspense 
and th r illin g play of the Si nger-N eveau finals that 
bui lt 1tp to 18-18 i n t he third gam e. Th is is without 
a doubt th e fine st film on cha m pionsh i p handball. " 

Mankof sky, professional photo grapher from Los 
Angeles , has been on the handball scenes for years 
and knows just what is needed for such a picture . 
The film was edited at Jacobs ' Big Fights Inc. offices 
in New York and Jim does an outstanding narration. 
In addition to the spotlight on the singles finals, 
there is ample footage on the open doubl es and the 
Masters doubles, all pictured in the glass Jack Srenco 
Memorial Court at the St . Louis JCCA. 

The film is being offered on a three-day rental 
basis for $25, or for sale at $150. Write: USHA, 4101 
Dempster St ., Skokie , Ill. 60076. Telephone Number ­
(Area Code 312 - ORchard 3-4000). 

SPECIFICATIONS BOOKLET ... 
USHA has available the latest specifications for 

conventional and glass courts - one-wall , three-wall 
and four-wall. 

The booklet was produced to accommodate the 
many requests that come into the headquarters office 
and guide architects, new bullding committees , and 
individuals interested in court construction . It 1s 
available for $2, USHA, 4101 Dempster St., Skokie, Ill. 
60076. 

ACE - U.S.H.A. 



and remember: 

The USHA is supported solely by 
your regular purchase of ACE balls 
and gloves . 

UNCONDITIONALLY GUARANTEED ! 

If you should ever get an ACE ball 
that is not perfect in every respect, 
simply sent it to USHA and receive 
a new one, absolutely free. 

play the hall with 
Speed-Ability ... 

that lasts I 
A lively ball makes all the difference in the caliber of your game. Some balls 

start out fine, but don't last. Not the ACE "Red Label". It's lively to begin 

with, and stays that way through countless games. And each ball performs 
exactly like the others - that's real uniformity. 

ACE "Red Label" performs with absolute accuracy, too. They're pressure­

packed (4 balls, individually packaged, to a can), so you will never find an 

ACE ball that's flat, out of shape, or stale from sitting on the shelf. In fact, 

the ACE "Red Label" is so superior that it is the only handball that is uncon­
ditionally guaranteed! 

so, make the big play w, 
. .. choice of the best players -
.. . and those who want to play their best. 

ACE "Red Label" is the official ball for every 1968 National and Regional USHA 
Tournament, YMCA National Contenlfers, and Canadian Nationals. 

Spalding ACE handballs are available wherever quality sporting goods are 
sold. If you don't know the dealer in your locale, contact the Spalding branch 
office nearest you - or write : USHA, 4101 Dempster Street, Skokie, Illinois 
60076. 

SPALDING SALES CORPORATION DISTRIBUTING BRANCHES* 

SEATTLE 
301 Boren Ave. N. 
Seattle. Wash. 98109 
(Code 206) 682-3223 

SAN FRANCISCO 
824 Mahler Rd. 
Burlingame, Calif. 94010 
(Coda 415) 697-0470 

LOS ANGELES 
6737 E. Washln1ton Blvd. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 90022 
(Code 213) 728-7261 

HONOLULU 
La1oon Dr. 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96819 
(Coda 808) 852-251 

DETROIT 
31109 Greenfield Rd. 
Blrmineham. Mich. 48012 
(Coda 313) 644-1556 

DALLAS 
1202 Great S. W. Pkwy. 
Grand Prairie, Tu. 75050 
(Code 214) 264-4721 

MIAMI 
2850 North 28th Ct. 
Hollywood, Fla. 33020 
(Coda 305) 922-1545 

CHICOPEE 
First Ave. 
Mus . Industrial Pk. 
Chicopee, Mus . 01012 
(Code 413) 592·4611 

NEW YORK 
360 Sylan Ava., Rt. 9W 
En1lewood Cliffs, N. J. 07632 
(Code 20 I) 567-9710 

PHILADELPHIA 
270 New Jersey Dr. 
Ft. Wuhlneton Indus. Pk. 
Ft. Washln1ton, Penn. 19034 
(Codt 215) 643-1700 

WASHINGTON, D. C, 
2150 Wisconsin Ave. 
Wuhlnston, D. C. 20007 
(Coda 202) 333-4600 

ATUIITA 
2870 FonHt HIiis Dr .. S.W. 
Atlanta, Gtorsl• 30315 
(Code 404) 7&6•5616 



LEST 
WE 

FORGET . .. 
JACK GILLESPIE 

I thi nk it is time I tell you a bout so n,o o f th e unr oc vg nized 
champ ions in handball. To me a ll p luy e rs ar e c ha mpions. Mat ­
ters not if they win or los e - th ey a re still champions . But 
th e greatest are the quiet on es with no th o ught of tit les who 
still substantially give of their time a nd mon ey . 

rn my book, page one belong s to g uys like Jack G illespie 
and Joe Holtzman. On e still very active , th e other very in­
terested. Both ha ve gi ve n substantially of their tim e and money 
with never a thought of gain or glory . 

Wouldn 't you be pleased to hav e two long tim e players 
casually hand you substant ia l checks and then say , "Use this 
for some deserving kid in handball" and "put this to work for 
handball" . Joe Holtzman and Jack Gillespie d id just that! They 
couldn 't have done it at a more psychological time. Let mo 
tell you why . 

Ever since modern handball began our expenses have ex­
ceeded our income. Even though our membership dues and prod­
uct royalties have increased considerably, we are often forced 
into de ficit spending. This has made it ea sy for our New York 
friends to spread the tale, "wh en Kendler goes, the USHA goes ." 
I th ink the boys in the ivory tower are now convinced I do not 
plan to go. Nevertheless I have no contract with God so I plan 
to provide for handball after I pass away. 

I have found there are a lot of fellows like Jo e Holtzman 
and Jack Gillespie who want to see handball endure forev er, 
without the control of the AAU. They want handball adminis­
trated by the p la yers, and for the players. They want a sure 
future for our Association . We have always had men who are 
fully qualified to take over my administrative duties . All they 
need is the financial support our As so ciation has been blessed 
with. That is where the Handball Perpetuation Trust comes in. 

For several years we talked about it but only recently have 
taken positive steps . Since we have always needed about 
$50,000 a year more than we take in, a fund of $1,000,000 
should be set up to provide for the time when the present 
sponsors pass away. Wisely invested , $1,000,000 could easily 
earn $50,000 annually without ever touching the principal. This 
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wo uld e nab le our su c ce ssors t o pro mote ha ndball just as vigor­
ously a s we ha ve , an d gi vo t he m th e feeling of sec urity that 
com os wi th a sound financi al b a se . 

The re a re a numb e r of way s to raise this sum. The most 
di rect way is by cont r ibutions such as Joe Holtzman's and Jack 
Gillespi e' s. The y will be com e t he first Life Members of the 
USHA and I hope their gen e rosity will lead hundre ds of other 
handballers to do likewise. Our insurance program offers players 
a simi lar opportunity. For just a f ew dollars a year they can 
sign a bequest to the Association for up to $15,000. We hope 
some of our more affluen t members will inc lude us in their an­
nu al char ita b le contributions. Since we are an eleemosynary 
corporation, fully approved by th e Treasury Depart ment , these 
contributions are tax deductib le. Fina lly, we hope everyone will 
remember us in th eir will. I know a few w ho already have. 
With all of us help ing a little it won't be long befo re we will 
have our Million Doll ar Handball Perpetuation Trust. 

You can be sure this p roject w ill be administered by the 
most capable men in Handball. And, we have some gr eat ones. 
Men like Joe Shane, George Brot ema rkl e, Hymi e Go ldst ei n and 
Ken Schneider have assured me they would d edicate thems elve s 
to perpetuating this one dream of Al Schaufelberger , Jack 
Srenco and myself . 

Maybe now you understand why we today sa lute Joe 
Ho ltz man and Jack Gillespie. This is the time when we an­
nounce our Life Membership Plan as the first step in raising 
a million dollars for handball 's future. For just $ I 00 you can 
join those of us who want to per petuate the Unit ed Sta tes 
Handball Association. You will get everything the regular mem­
bers g et plus a litt le extr a consideration at the national tour• 
naments and the satisfaction of having your name recorded on 
our Honor Page in ACE Magazine. 

Thank you Joo, thank you Jack . Handball was good to 
you • . . and you were good to Handb a ll. I hope everyone who 
reads this editorial will follow your example and send in $ I 00 
for their Life Membership! 

Gratefully -

Bob Kendler 




