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PROPOSED CHANGE # 2

Current Rule: Currently there is no rule requir-
ing that players wear eyeguards or use wrist thongs
when they practice prior to the match or between
games. At such times, however, the likelihood of
being hit is greater than being hit during play due to
the unusual presence of more than one ball and
decreased attention being paid to what the opponent
is doing.

Proposed Change: Add the following as rule
2.5(c): “Equipment Requirements During Warm-
up. Approved eyeguards must be worn and wrist
thongs must be used during any on-court warm-up
period. Thereferee should give atechnical warning
to persons who fail to comply and assess a technical
foul if a player continues not to comply after
receiving such a warning.”

PROPOSED CHANGE # 3

Current Rule: The racquet length, including
bumper guard and solid parts of the handle, may not
exceed 21 inches. For a few years, however, the
AARA has granted a waiver permitting the use of
racquets as long as 21.5 inches except in AARA
Regional and National tournaments. Seerule2.4(a)
onpage 8 of the 1991-92 rulebook. Note: if thisrule
change is approved, the Board will be asked to
consider granting a waiver until the new rule goes
into effect.

Proposed Change: Revise Rule 2.4(a) to read:
“The racquet, including bumper guard and all
solid parts of the handle, may not exceed 21.5

inches.
. FOGGING

A
CLEARLY

1-800-SAFE-EYE (723-3393)

 ORDER TODAY—SHIP TODAY
 TEAM DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

OFFICIAL BALLOT FORTHE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

You may vote for no more than three (3) of the following
candidates by placing an "X" on the line preceding their name. ***

Otto Dietrich (Georgia) **
Van Dubolsky (Florida) **
Dario Mas (Delaware) **
Mike Meline (Indiana) **
Julee Nicolia (Pennsylvania) *
Neil Shapiro (New York) *

*  Nominated by membership petition

**  Nominated by the Board of Directors

**% A member may vote only once. If you have previously
voted, you cannot vote again in this election.

AFFIX MAILING LABEL HERE.
BALLOT IS NOT VALID WITHOUT LABEL.

RULE CHANGE BALLOT

Should the Board of Directors put the following proposed rule
changes into effect on September 1, 19927
1. Proposed change #1. (Limit on regional tournaments)
Yes No

2. Proposed change #2. (Wearing eyeguards and wrist
thongs during practice)
AREEYes |0 NG
Should the Board of Directors put the following proposed rule
change into effect on September 1, 19947

3. Proposed change #3. (Increase the maximum racquet
length to 21 1/2 inches)
Yes No
Send this ballot, along with any additional comments you may
have to: AARA Elections, 815 North Weber, Colorado Springs,
CO 80903-2947. Mail the ballot and comments early enough to
ensure they are received by May 1st.
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COLUMNS & NEWSBRIEFS

FROMTHE
PRESIDENT

By Keith Calkins

The Board would like to
express our appreciation to ev-
eryone who attended the Lead-
ership Seminar in early January.
Allthe State Presidents and other
individuals who participated
must be commended for their energy and commitment durin g
the four days of intensive work. A special note of thanks to
Jim Hiser and the National Staff for again providing the
framework and organization for the event. We are also
fortunate to have the support from the U.S. Olympic Commit-
tee in Colorado Springs. If you have never been to the
Training Center, I strongly encourage each of you to fit that
trip into your future vacation plans.

When you visit you will discover that our sport is visible
and highly regarded by everyone at the center. We continue
to gain strength and recognition as a progressive National
Governing Body that supports and participatesin the Olympic
Dream. '

As the AARA's elected representative to the Board of
Directors of the U.S. Olympic Committee, I thank each of our
thousands of members who continually support this Dream.
Generally, there are four USOC Board meetings each year,
and Luke St. Onge and I are actively involved in the gover-
nance of the Committee. The AARA also has athlete repre-
sentation within the USOC structure. If you ever have any
questions regarding the USOC please contact me and I will
provide you with information if possible.

Itis interesting to note that the USOC addresses the same
issues as does the AARA. The USOC and the AARA both
realized that in the years ahead we must be concerned about
our athletes and the economics of the world we live in. This
includes such things as television, fund raising and looking at
alternate sources of money to support all that we need to do.

We must also focus on education with greater emphasis
onsocial issues in America and how they affect our sport. We

44

must provide training opportunities for our athletes and
address the concerns of the public and our membership. The
publicexpects excellence from our organizations and we must
be in a position to meet these expectations. These are all
challenging concernsand the AARA Board will be addressing
them in the years ahead.

I would like to deliver a short message to again thank the
U.S. Olympic Committee forall they do for the AARA and our

" athletes. We appreciate the financial assistance, the Olympic

Festivals, the other programs such as the Minute Maid project,
legal support, training center support, insurance, media,
computer support, and all of the other things. that are there
when we need them. “We just want to say thanks to the
USOC.” We are proud to be a part of the Olympic Family.

DIRECTOR’S
UPDATE

By Luke St. Onge

We have recently been in-
formed by the International
Olympic Committee that there
will be nodemonstration sports
in the 96 Olympic Games. If this policy remains unchan ged
by the 1.O.C., there is virtually no possibility of racquetball
being included in the Atlanta Games.

Inrecentyears the].O.C. has become increasingly alarmed
with various sports who have had exhibition or demonstration
status promoting themselves in such a way as to indicate that
they are a full medal sport in the Olympic Games. In response,
the 1.O.C. has basically eliminated both exhibition and dem-
onstration sports from all future Olympic Games following
Barcelona this year. Thus, there is no longer a chance for any
new sport to show its worthiness for inclusion before the
1.0.C. members who make decisions to accept or rejecta sport
for future Olympic Games.

The 1.O.C. has also made it very clear that although new
sports will be considered for the Olympic program in the year

Racquetball Magazine
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