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decided | was going to take the necessary
steps to come back in superior fashion.
That meant physically and mentally. My
family was greatly affected too, and | had
to deal with that impact as well. My bad
decision had a lot of consequences. But
my wife is a tough and amazing person,
and she was and always will be there for
me. It made a huge difference in the
comeback. The bottom line is, | don’t
blame anyone. | told the truth, faced the
music, and moved on. And I'm thrilled
to be back playing the game.

What was your training like while you
were away?

It was a long process. When | put my
mind to something | give it 100%. |
want to be the best at anything I do.

The first step was putting my mind in the
right frame - telling myself “you’re a win-
ner,” visualizing success. | worked with
a trainer who got me on a disciplined
regimen. Nothing fancy, just solid hard
work. | trained really hard, especially on
the mental aspects of the game.

Who is your toughest competition? Can
anyone currently compete with you?
Kane: Anyone who steps on the court is
my competition. | don't look at rankings.
We're all professionals. Any one of us
can beat anyone else on any given
Sunday. | don’t take anyone lightly, and
| view every opponent as a #1. My match
with Rocky in Kim Roy’s tournament was
a great test. It was a nice feeling - the
urgency. When | hurt my knee, | knew |
had to step it up. | wasn't playing my
normal roll out, bang bang game. | had
to adjust. And | believe it is that kind of
urgency and flexibility that gives one an
edge — the ability to keep winning.

Do you see anyone coming up who can
test you?

Sure. There is some potential out there.
But | want to be ciear: it will be a long
time before someone knocks me off my
throne! | also know that just like me
coming out of nowhere, that person
might be lurking right around the corner.
| have to be prepared for that. Kids
today are so strong and talented. But
the maturity that players get as they grow
older and experienced is hard to replace.
The guys coming up have to believe in
themselves. But they also have to pass
the test before they can claim their place
at the top. And they’ll have to come
through me. My goal is not just to break
records; it's to shatter them. Once |

decided to be the best, | set out to make
it happen. | would love to be listed in
the same book among the best to ever
play the game. | have great respect for
them. And ultimately | want to be recog-
nized as the greatest ever. | love this
game, and | want to be known as the
person most associated with it.

Can you be considered the best ever,
especially since you don’t have a Sudsy
or a Yellen to push you?

My dad always said no matter how good
you are on the court, you are no better
than anyone once you walk off the court.
That was fantastic advice. He also said if
you want to succeed in racquetball, be
nice. And that was so profound to me,
and you know, he’s right. But I'm also
confident. You have to be confident to be
at the top of a sport professionally. And
sometimes that can be interpreted wrong.
But everyone should know that | care for
everyone in the sport — players, fans, and
the people behind the scenes who support
them. There is also a difference between
believing and knowing. To succeed, you
have to move beyond simple belief. You
have to know. How will | push myself? |
haven't yet reached my goals. The big
picture is | have to perform regardless of
who steps onto the court. I'm my own
biggest critic. And when you win consis-
tently, you have to push yourself to keep
your edge — focus on the end goal. I'm in
a very blessed position to play this game
and be good at it.

Fans are asking for rule changes — do you
think having two serves would be good or
bad for your game?

I think | hit my serve pretty solid, so if
you want to give me two cracks at it,
okay! Think about if we’d given CIliff two
serves. I'm not a fan of changing it. |
think it's good and fair to keep the way it
is. One serve adds a level of excitement
and a level of urgency. You have to focus
in when one serve is in play.

How do you use coaches? Also do you
consult sports scientists - e.g., nutrition-
ists, biomechanics people - for training?
If so, how so?

| work closely with Coach Winterton.
Before that, | coached myself, and
before that it was my dad. Once | hit
#1, | hired a full-time coach. Why? |
was moving into a new phase of my
career, and | knew that everyone would
be gunning for me. So ! was going to do
whatever it took to stay #1. Coach
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Winterton has been around the game a
long time, and | have tremendous
respect for him. He was getting ready to
retire, but | pulled him back into the
sport a little longer! At one tournament,
he came up and gave me some free
advice, and that really stuck out in my
mind that he would do that. Not many
people take the time to do that sort of
thing. That's when | decided to make
him part of Team Kane. It was too soon
for him to step out of the sport. | do my
own training on the side, too. But when
| go onto the court, he is there watching
and thinking. Having that extra pairs of
eyes and brains makes a difference. His
old school and my new school mentality
blend really well. Sometimes he sees
“ceiling ball” and | see “overhead splat
roll out.” | see opportunities to be
aggressive. But he’s tempering some of
my aggressiveness and that makes a lot
of sense so that | can play this game for
a long time. That happens as you get
older...it’s like life — you pick and
choose the battles on your body!

You and your wife Kim met through rac-
quetball. When and where did you meet?
How does your racquetball-playing wife
impact your game?

We got married in 2004. We met in a
tournament in Mexico, became friends,
and the rest is history. We have two
daughters, Kennedy, 18 months, and
Kendall, who is four months old. And we
know they have the competitive spirit
because Kennedy is already talking back
to us. We also have two rescue dogs,
Shiloh and Shakur, who are a big part of
our family. Being married to a former
professional player and world champion
has been awesome. Kim totally supports
me and understands what it takes to be
able to play at a top level. It can also be
intimidating because she does know the
game. It's like having another coach
there to support me. A spouse comple-
ments you, and Kim has sure done that.

Tell me what retirement will look like for you.
Spend time with my family. My daugh-
ters really changed my life. And | want
to be a part of theirs. Grandkids would
be great, too!

Any final thoughts, Kane?

Success is what you make of it. And
right now I’'m focused on what | love to
do — I'm very fortunate to play the game |
love for a living.
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At what age did you start playing
racquetbail?

| started playing when | was 2 years
old. My mom would take me to the
club in Michigan and let me get on the
court. | loved it.

How old were you the first time you
played in the Open division?

1 was 13 years old. It was a big jump
from A’s. The first tournament | won
was in Ft. Wayne when | was 14. |
remember it was me and Brian Simpson
in the finals.

How old were you when you started to
realize you could or wanted to play
professionally?

Really from the start. Once | realized
that there was professional racquetball,
| just set my goals on that. It just
seemed a natural fit for me.

How old were you when you played in
your first pro event?

| was about 15 or 16. It was in Chicago
at a tournament Dave Negrete put on. |
think it was called the Halloween
Classic. It was a great tourney.

Having arguably the best junior career
in the history of the sport, was it diffi-
cult to make the transition to the IRT?
The junior career helped with everything
but the grind of the tour. The hardest
thing to transition was the fact that you
didn’t pick which tournaments you want-
ed to go to. You had to go to a specific
number, and at times that was tough. |
had to be committed to play on week-
ends that | didn’t really feel like it, but
then again, everyone was in that boat.

You’re currently the #2 ranked player in
the world, and you've been in every
finals so far this year - what an accom-
plishment! It seems you've had Rocky’s
number this season - although he
seemed to have the upper hand last
season. What have you done differently
to turn the tide?

| took the off season to regain a focus
and work on some things. This has been
a very successful season and up until
January | was in contention for the #1
spot. Anytime you have that kind of
run, it's a success. |'ve been successful
against Rocky because of the off season
approach | took. | don’t want to give
too many things away, but | worked very
hard and it really helped.

You have had numerous Tier One and
Grand Slam wins. Which was your most
memorable?

The most memorable was the first one
that | won. It was in Boston. | had

" Guidry in the 16’s, then John Ellis.

Then | had to beat Jason Mannino in
the semi's and then met Cliff in the
finals. | was 19 years old.

Why do you think the most coveted title,
the US Open, has eluded you?

The stars just haven't lined up...yet. I'd
love to win it because it's a very presti-
gious event. It's something that | just
have fallen short on, but | strive to win
it every year.

You have played Kane in just about
every final this season and have not
been able to register a win. What
makes him so difficult to beat?

He makes you work hard and play as
close to perfect as possible. Kane
brings out the best in you. If you make
a mistake, he will put it away. You have
to play an overall great game. | love
those match-ups the most. It will swing
my way. | just need to keep working
hard and focusing.

You are known to be one of the (if not
the) fittest players on tour. How much
to you train per day, per week? What is
a typical training session like? How
many hours, routines, weights, plyomet-
rics, cross-fit, speed, agility, etc?

| do it all, weights, plyometrics, cardio,
etc. During the regular season | usually
work out about 15 hours a week, even
in weeks when there’s a tourney. During
the off season | usually put the racquet
down for a few weeks and just work
out. | love doing the outdoor workouts
because it's nice that time of year in
Dallas. | do a lot of running. After a
few weeks, | get some sparring partners
at local clubs to drill against and play.
That’s the great thing about Texas.
There are a lot of great players where |
am located, and it allows me to focus.

| also like to study videos of me
playing. | use them to analyze and gain
a mental edge.

Are you able to work out like that
with the injury?

No, it's mostly rest now. I'm trying to
rehab it.
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How did the injury happen? It seems
like it was a terrible time for it.

It started in December, and | thought it
was more of a cramp. It started getting
sore, so | would try to keep it loose and
do a lot of stretching. When we came
into January, we had a couple tourneys
back to back and | didn’t have a lot of
time to rest it. [ still didn’t think it was
major, but decided to go see a doctor.
The MRI showed that | had a torn
quad.

REALLY? You've been playing with a
torn quadricep muscle? What are the
doctors saying?

| have a great team of doctors and ther-
apists working on it. They have assured
me that it will be okay, | just need to
get it rested and get good rehab going.

Fans are calling for rule changes
(speeding up the game, two serves,
etc.) How do you think they will affect
your game?

It doesn’t really matter to me, one serve
or two serves. | played with both rules.
For me, | really don’t care either way.

To whom do you attribute your success?
First, my parents. They put me in those
courts in the early days and have had
the most influence on me. Also my
wife. Christie is great to have in my
corner. It has been very, very rewarding
in every way to be married to her. It's a
very unique and rewarding thing to have
her there.

Jack you're a member of the USAR
Board —do you feel that helps you
understand the politics of the game any
better, and how can that position help
you promote the sport?

It's my way of giving back to the sport.
Being involved with USAR helps me
stay focused on the big picture of pro-
moting the sport and having a positive
impact on people across the sport. It's
another chapter for me to be involved
in. It also helps me meet and get local
people involved in learning about the
tour. Being involved with USAR is all
positive, and it's a great way to give
back to the young people.
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How did you decide to become a pro
racquetball player?

After high school | had opportunities to
play other sports, but when you’re mak-
ing a bit of money from a sport at 18, it
seems like a lot. And | love being on the
court and competing, playing racquet-
ball in general. At 18, it was hard for
me to not run after this little bit of
money, and |'ve been very fortunate. It's
been a lot of hard work, a lot of lumps,
but a lot of rewards to go with it. It all
started just out of high school — | saw
the possibility of playing sport and mak-
ing a living doing it.

Your first wins on the IRT were in 2003
and 2004 and then you didn’t win again
until 2007, so you went through a dry
spell. Was that a difficult time to go
through, having tasted victory but not
having it lead to more victories?

You know, any time you're not finishing
a tournament #1 it's always frustrating,
so | try not to look just at my results. |
try go out there and focus and leave it
all on the court. | know if | do those
things, | should be relatively happy with
the outcome. When you're a professional
racquetball player, you've got to remem-
ber that only one person in the draw is
going to be coming out as the winner.
And it can be tough because going into
it all we want is to win that tournament.
So anytime I'm going through a dry
spell, it's not the most fun, but | try to
prepare my best, leave it all on the
court, and | believe things will fall into
place through that.

The 2007-08 season was your best year
on tour. You'd won three events before
that, but that year you won seven events
and finished #1. How did you do that?
Was there anything different that you did
that led to that great success?

| changed my training in about ‘06,
‘07, and that’s when | started peaking,
and | think I'm still right there in a lot
of my performances, playing at about
that level.

What changes did you make?

A lot of it was just confidence in what
you're doing, what to execute. Rather
than having to think about what to do, |
was just doing it. | remember being on a
court and whatever | did it was just
gold. | still have a lot of moments when
it's like that. When I’'m playing that way,
it makes it easy to get on the court and
believe that no matter who I'm playing |
have a good chance of winning.

Were there people you consulted, sport
science people say, like trainers or sport
psychologists, who helped you make
that breakthrough?

No, | just started training harder. I incor-
porated surfing more into my training,
which allowed me to relax more when |
wasn't playing. Racquetball is my job and
as much as | love my job, it can beat you
down mentally. We always have to per-
form to our best, and surfing gave me an
opportunity to get away from racquetball
but still benefit physically. Surfing gives
me an escape from racquetball and
allows me to enjoy it that much more.

Who's your coach?

My dad’s my main coach. | don’t have a
coach who travels with me to tourna-
ments, but my dad knows my game. He
was also an Open player. He's the best
resource | have for advice.

When you're serving, you always look to
the front wall before serving. Are you
doing visualization or aiming for where
to hit the ball?

Exactly. | think we get focused on what
our opponents are doing, and we forget
what we need to do and execute. Don't
worry about what your opponent is
doing, just focus and execute. So when
I'm serving I'm just focused on execut-
ing the serve that | want to serve.

There’s talk about changing to two serves
on the IRT. What do you think of that?
Two serves might bring more interest
into the game. The problem | would
have is you don’t want to slow the game
down between rallies, and we definitely
want to have rallies. The ball we're
using now is slower than the green ball
that was used in the past, and it forces
you to be more precise in your shots.
You can’t just pound the ball in six
inches high every time and expect it to
be good. It's not moving the way the old
ball used to, which I think is great for
the sport.

You've played internationally for Team
USA several times. How important are
those international competitions to the
growth of the game?

I think it's great to play in those competi-
tions. For people to be able to see the
top players in their own country brings a
different level of excitement. For a player,
it's great to compete against the best in
the world. You want to see where you
rank with the best. For us to reach other
communities is a great opportunity for
racquetball. The IRT Network.com is
helping do that now.

In your career, you've won all the prizes,
from Junior Worlds through IRT events,
the US Open, World Championships.
How long do you envision continuing to
play racquetball and what motivates
you, given that you've won all these
prizes?

The love of the game. The fact that |
hate losing. To see how hard | can push
myself. | don't think there’s one general
motivation other than that | love what |
am doing. | feel honored to play a sport
that | love at the highest level and be
successful at it, make a living doing it.
This is my job. | feel very fortunate to
have racquetball as my job, and | pian to
make racquetball my career for as long
as | can. | love it.

Here’s the $10,000 question: What does
it take to beat Kane Waselenchuk?

Just consistency at the highest level.
That’s what he's doing, and he’s forcing
us to do the same thing. Some of us are
pretty close to being able to knock him
off, but he’s playing better than any-
one's ever played before. | don't mind
saying that. When | was #1, | remember
what it was like to only drop a game or
no games for one, two, three tourna-
ments in a row. But he's doing it at such
a high consistent level with the difficul-
ty of the shots he’s hitting. But once we
can break his confidence a little bit, fig-
ure out his game a little bit, he’ll have
to double think some things. Just give it
time. | know for myself and some others
that we look forward to making that hap-
pen. We're not afraid of challenges.

You played very well against Waselenchuk
in Florida. How much confidence does
that give you moving forward?

It gives me confidence in knowing where
my game is. | know with my game when
I'm playing at my best I'll be right there
with him. But it's playing at my best. He
gets me out of my game sometimes. |
need to keep pressure on him and keep
my game from dropping, keeping it at a
high fevel. When any of the top pros, me
or Jack or Kane, are playing a match,
our job is to keep the pressure on our
opponent. We understand that. That’s
what we do best, and that’s why it's
hard to break into the top 10, because
it's not just playing racquetball. The
pressure is much more intense. It's not
just hitting shots. Now you have to hit
shots from the most difficult positions.
Setting your feet that much quicker.
That’s our job. Kane's doing that better
than anyone else right now.
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sport, but one of the things | liked was
playing different sports. There are a lot
of things that intertwine between differ-
ent sports.

How did the other sports help you with
racquetbali?

The mental aspects of golf - being able
to focus on every shot, taking the good
with the bad - was helpful. The footwork
and conditioning from soccer and track
was great. The swing in baseball is pret-
ty similar to racquetball, so | learned a
lot of swing mechanics from that. My
swing developed mainly from baseball, |
think. | was a switch hitter and actually
I'm left-handed and kick left, but | play
racquetball right-handed.

When did you decide to play racquet-
ball professionally?

When | graduated college in 2003, |
went on a couple of interviews. | got
some good offers, but it had always
been my dream to play racquetball. It
was pretty tough the first two years on
tour, because | was pretty much self-
financed without any support from any
of the racquet companies until | proved
myself. But | didn’t want to be 40 and
wonder how good | could have been. So
| sucked it up and | followed my
dream. | felt | had the talent to do it,
and | wasn't going to let money get in
the way.

How are you training these days for
racquetball?

It's dependent on where | am in the
season and when the tournaments are
coming up. Having played on tour for
6-7 years, most of my training focuses
on off-court stuff - strength and condi-
tioning. The on-court stuff comes pretty
easily to me now.

Do you work with a coach on your game?
Not really, but the last couple of years
Mitch Williams and | have worked
together on strategy and things, espe-
cially as we're doing camps together
now. So we coach each other a little
bit. | have a trainer here in Tampa that
| work with for off-court conditioning.

It looks like you’ll finish ranked #4 this
year. Do you think you're well posi-
tioned to challenge for the top three
spots or even the #1 spot?

| try not to think too far ahead. There
are still a couple of tournaments left
this year. It looks like we're only going
to drop one tournament. | don't think

Chris, Ben and Mitch are too far behind
me, so | need to finish the season well
to make sure | get in the four spot.
There are definitely benefits to being
#4 that can help me compete for the
top three.

Who do you see outside the top four
that have the most potential to get to
the top four?

Really anyone five through eight. All
those guys can be as good as the two,
three, four guys on any given day. It's
difficult for them to move up because a
lot of the time they're playing the top
guys more often. Any one of those guys
is tough. | don't really look forward to
playing any of those guys next year.

Do you see any rule changes that would
help the game?

There's talk of going to two serves. |
don’t think it's going to change who
wins and loses. But things go in phas-
es. When | started playing the tour, the
majority of guys drive served. Then a
couple of guys changed that, and there
was a wave of lob serves, playing more
percentages and a little safer. Now |
think you're going to see a switch back
to drive serve mentality whether we go
to two serves or not. So | don't think
two serves is going to affect the out-
comes of matches a great deal, but
hopefully it would make the game more
exciting for people to watch, especially
at the end of games when a crack serve
or an ace can swing the game one way
or the other. If we do go to two serves,
hopefully it makes it more exciting. But
really | think the game is fine. | don’t
think there’s a whole lot that needs to
be changed.

Do you think any technology enhance-
ments, like the Cyclops technology they
have in tennis, could help racquetball
be more media and fan friendly?

It'd be nice, but I’'m not sure if it's pos-
sible, because there are challenges with
the speed of racquetball and how the
courts work. If it can be done, I'm sure
Jason and the Board will look at it. But
there are cost challenges as well. |
think we need to get back to our core
and grass roots.

Do you think the IRT is going the right
way with its change in leadership from
Dave Negrete to Jason Mannino?

Yeah, | think so. Jason’s got some
ideas. Negrete did some great things.
He definitely got us in the right direc-
tion with building the portable court
and proving events can be done outside
athletic clubs, which is big when you
start talking major sponsorship dollars.
| think Jason’s ideas will expand on
that. They have different styles and
ways of doing things, but at the end of
the day, they both have the same goal:
promoting racquetball and for the IRT
to be the face of the sport with the
players and the tour making more
money.

You've played on the US Team four
times. How do you see the importance
of international competitions in promot-
ing the game and helping the game
grow bigger?

It’s hugely important. | think Jason
recognizes that, and | think he’s plan-
ning on making the trip to Korea for
the World Championships this summer
to talk to the organizations there to
see how the IRT can help them and
work together with them. More expo-
sure and more people can only be bet-
ter for the sport.

Here's the $10,000 question: how do
you beat Kane Waselenchuk?

We're getting asked that a lot. Right
now you have to hope he has an off day
and you're playing well. | think people
don’t understand how much time it's
going to take for the players to adjust to
his game style and find a chink in the
armor somewhere. It's not going to hap-
pen overnight. You're seeing players try
different things. It’s going to take a lot
of work, but | think we're all trying to
get there.

Does Rocky Carson's performance in
Florida against Waselenchuk give hope
to the other players?

I'm not sure the players look at it that
way, because we know each day is dif-
ferent and our playing styles are differ-
ent. I’'m sure guys will look at it. But in
Florida the courts were a little wet, too,
so I'm not sure a whole lot can be
taken away from those matches. Any
time someone takes a game off Kane,
it's going to be looked at, but at the
same time | don’t think you can really
take much until someone actually wins
a match from him.

SPRING 2010 | USA RACQUETBALL

39







defeated with my tail between my legs, or
train harder and try to qualify for the US
Team again in the future. | chose a third
option — after about an hour, | approached
Coach to discuss his decision and suggest
an alternative. He changed his mind and
took me to Montreal to play doubles with
Ganim. | trained harder that summer than
ever had in my entire life, and we were
rewarded with gold at the Worlds.

That experience had a powerful impact
on my life — it was so meaningful that f
even wrote about it in my Harvard applica-
tion essay. | learned about perseverance
and believing in the courage of my convic-
tions. | learned to stand up for myself. |
learned that great rewards come through
hard work and tenacity. | learned that you
never know until you try.

John Scott

What is your current role on the tour?

| am currently the Director of Media
Relations. | have been placed on the Board
of Advisors, and | have a professional rela-
tionship as the announcer for the events on
the IRT Network.

How did you get started in announcing?

In high school | had just taken one of

those aptitude tests. It said | should be a
teacher or a farmer! Well my mother was a
teacher, and | had enough of that at home.
| had worked on a farm in Kentucky, so that
was out, too. That night | laid in bed

and prayed about what it was that | should
do...and broadcasting just jumped in. The
next day | had applications filled out

for local radio stations and didn’t look back.

Why racquetball?

Really it was an accident. My career had
moved me into management, and | was at a
tournament a year ago. At the last minute,
the ESPN announcer couldn’t make it and
Dave Negrete asked if | still had the
announcing ability (he knew | had done
football, basketball, etc.). | figured it
couldn’t be too hard...right! So with less

than a few hours, | had the headset on and
Mitch and | were off and running. [t was
great. | didn't have time to get nervous...it
was just a seat of the pants experience. To
make it worse, my mother was running
around taking pictures, waving every time |
looked up, writing little signs, it was like |
was at a kindergarten play...she was a proud
parent. | think she was more nervous than
| was! It just occurred to me that after all
the years of broadcasting, that was the first
time she had seen me announce live.

Why is streaming production important?
Well, all the ingredients have been here,
but it takes the right cook to put them into
a pot and cook them. With the

new portable court, the great venues in New
York, LA, Portland, St. Louis, just to name a
few; the fan base, the desire, and a great
commissioner, we now have the right people
in the right places. We need two
things...outside money and fan support.
Sure, the equipment and racquetball com-
panies need to be involved, but we have
been beating on them for years now. We
need people to subscribe to the IRT
Network; it's only $9.99 a month! We also
need to attract the large corporations. The net-
work now has over 21,000 members. Most
of those are non-paying members, but imag-
ine having a concert with over 21,000 peo-
ple watching. That's a great number for
advertisers, and that's what we have. Also
with our deal with the tour, we could give a
great deal of money back into the sport with
those advertisers...and imagine if those free
people became subscribers! Then the sport
would be taken to a level never seen
before...network television, major scholar-
ship funds, the pros getting paid what they
deserve. Getting on major television

takes only a few things...the biggest of
which is money!

It's where the future of broadcasting is
going! It's a very low cost, highly effective
way to reach a large group of people. It's
also cool technology that will allow us to get
on iTunes, Amazon, etc.

What is the network’s future and how are
you going to bring more people and money
in the sport? Is streaming the future of
broadcasting?

The network is only starting. We have
grown to over 21,000 members in less than
a year. We need as many of those members
as possible to move over to the subscription
service. We are going to have great summer
programming — pro shootouts, a week in
the life of Rocky, Jack, Kane, Jose, etc.
That is something I'm looking forward to.
Imagine getting a behind-the-scenes look at
someone like Rocky. What he does in the
off season to stay in shape, what drills he
does, what he eats, etc. Kind of like a
24/7 idea. We are also planning weekly

sports updates like “This Week on Tour.”
We want to have monthly web casts with
players’ spotlights and chat sessions. |
think it's also important to get the other
organizations involved. USAR, Classic Pro,
Women's Pro, Military, etc. My goal is for
each of them to have their own network.

Do you plan to stream/broadcast on local
networks in the near future (PBS, local
sports net’s, etc)?

Yes, | think that's the bigger picture for
everyone involved. We need our product
out to as many people as possible,

not just current fans. We must do better
with the junior programs. If we could sur-
round ourselves with some of the people
doing things right...and listen to them...Dan
Whitley in St. Louis, Kim Roy in Florida,
Jason with the International Racquetball
Tour, Dr. Hiser (just to name a few)...then
we will succeed. | think it’s time for us to
put business in racquetball...not try to
put racquetball in business. The tour is a
major league sport, just like MLB, NFL,
NBA, and it's being run that way. As fans
we need to give it that support.

Detail new transition from announcer

to owner?

Ha...that's a whole different interview! The
Cliff notes are that none of this would be
possible without Peter Nitschke and Pablo
Fajre of Racquetballonline.tv. Peter gave me
the opportunity to purchase the program,
and Pablo is the gas in the engine. [t
would be nearly impossible without Pabs!
My goal as the owner/announcer is to bring
racquetball the best in broadcasting and
grow the sport. If | can do those two
things, then we will all be successful. If
racquetball is successful then | will be suc-
cessful...again the biggest needs for us are
more and more subscribers and companies
purchasing advertising. We have quickly
become the outlet to the fans. If you own a
company and want to reach the people...for
the first time there’s a way to make that
happen instantly.

Who is/are your biggest supporters?

First off, God. | pray every day when | wake
up, first for my family, then for the

network. At night the same thing. Also my
best friend and wife, Sarah. She is every-
thing to me. We've been together since
high school. | would not be doing this with-
out her. She taught me that the right thing
and the convenient thing aren't always the
same thing. | live for her. Others include
my mom and dad, (Dad is the one who
started calling me the Mouth of the IRT...he
has a weird sense of humor), my brother
Gene, Jason Mannino, and Dave Negrete,
and those old-time Open players who

would take me on the court when | was a
kid...Steve...Wayne...thanks!
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