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The supreme 
Court Surfacing 

DESCO 
Wall Finish 

TODCO 
Flooring 

system. 

Racquetball • Handball 
Paddleball • Squash 

Now .. from a single source .. seamless floor & wall surfacing systems. 

Macnaughton- ~ , - ··"'... lt5S4D4t 
Brooks . . the court owner­

operator-builder can have the con­
venience and economy of "one-stop­
shopping" for all his court surfacing . 
And , from a company that specializes 
in protective surfacing systems. 

Outstanding playability . ~ notam ir­
ror-thin , paint-like finish . . but thick 
resilient surfacings specificially de­
signed for ball court use . 

Plad Elastom eric Flooring 
An attractive , resilient rubber surface 
that can be poured in place without 
seams on any sound, clean subfloor. 
Thickness can vary from 1/a" to ½" 
(normally ¼ ") to meet specific needs. 

Good footing , Prevents shin splints, 
Reduces fatigue, Sound deadening 

Epoxy Wall Finish 
A sturdy, multi-layer surface of epoxy, 
reinforced with fiberglass to resist 
abuse . . that can be applied on con­
crete, plaster, high-density panels or 
other surfaces. A 15-year history of 
success. ---- -- - -
Tough, Flexible , Chip-free, 
Light -diffusing 

--- -- - - ---·---
Optimum maintainability . . both sur­
faces will look and "act" like new 
even after continuous use and occa -
sional cleaning-maintenance . 

No resurfacing , Damp "moppable" 

Proven throughout the world . . ~ - Gymnasium s • Indoor Tennis Courts 
ball court applications as well as • Exercise & Weight-lifting rooms 
other recreational and "heavy-use" • Running Tracks 
facilities . 
For new construction -or renovation Can be poured in place (seamless) on 
Economically applied by experts concrete , asphalt, plywood etc. (see 
The licensed applicators . . are all ex- specifications on reverse) 
perienced finishing specialists, fac-
tory-trained by Macnaughton-Brooks 
in the latest application techniques 
for these systems . Each brings his 
own special expertise and local repu­
tation to the installation to assure you 
a quality job. 

For More Details .. Write .. 
Macnaughton-Brooks 
11 Bolton Place 
Buffalo, N.Y. 14240 

No Repainting, Simple To Clean 

-- -
Full reinforced system suggested 
for Front Wall and at least 
"racquet high" on side walls. 

Can be applied (seamless) on plast -
er, concrete or laminated sheathing 
(see specifications on reverse). 

Macnaughton-Brooks 
3637 Weston Road 
Weston, Ontario, Canada, M9L 1W1 
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DESCO 
Wall Finish 

The supreme 
Court Surfacing TODCO 

Flooring 

system. Substrata 
Prime Coat 

Hi-Build Epoxy With Fiberglass 
Hi-Build Epoxy 

Seamless Wall & Floor 
Surface for new or old ball 

court finishing. 

Hi-Build Epoxy 
Finish Coats 

Matrix 

Physical Properties 
Finish 
Standard Colors 
Thickness 

Composition 
Application 

P-erformance Characteristics 
Abrasion Resistance 

Hardness 

Elongation/ Flexibility 

Im pact/ Compression 

Plad Elastomeric Flooring 
Smooth 
White or Buff 
Normally ¼" or 3/s" 

Polyurethane Rubber 
Multiple Fluid 
Layers Poured On Site 

Used 
Individually .. 

Each Is a Winner! 
In Combination .. 
They're Unbeatable! 

Epoxy Wall Finish 
Slight Orange Peel 
Gloss White 
Normally 40 mils ; depending on 
substrata and reinforcing 
Epoxy & Fiberglass 
Roll and/or Spray In Place 
At Site - ---- - ----------------------

Maximum 0.60 Gr . Loss 
per 5,000 cycles 
50-70 Shore "A," adjustable 
to suit need. 
80%-300% 

Over 90% immediate recovery 

Maximum 0.10 Gr. Loss 
per 1000 cycles 
Minimum 80, Barco! 

ASTM D 1737 : No cracking 
or chipping 

______ @ 50% indentation. ___ _ 
Gardiner 80 ins/lb -
No Coat ing Defects 

Substrata 
(All to be Cured, Sound, 
Dry & Clean) 

Well Secured (usually, self-tapping 
screws), all joints staggered and 
resin-filled. 

The Desco/Todco Applicator 
In Your Vicinity Is .. 

3500 P.S.I. Concrete 3000 P.S.I . Portland Cement 
Plaster or Concrete 

Smooth Plywood Sheathing High Density (62# Per Cu. Ft.) 
Double lamination resin-bonded 
sheathing 

I - A lo;a~rea, indep ; ~d~~t contractor, --;; d the only firm licensed to appl y l 
L 

these and any one of the many other surfacing systems manufactured 
by Macnaughton-Brooks. They have been carefully selected for profes­
sional competence and integrity . 
- ---- - - -- - - - -- - - - - - -

Copyrigh t 1976 Macnaug hton- Brooks • Prin ted In U.S.A. 2/76 15M 
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SYSTEMS/ PCB *® 

another service offered by the T~~~ ~ SYSTEf:1/ PCB*specialists 

111 ~~ 
HI I II 

way to bill your I 
I 

club members charges and I 
I 

PERMANENT Court Time I 
II 

Your method of billing your members' regular charges 
may be the least professional thing you do . 

With tightening competition for racquetball members , 
it's just go_od bus iness to make sure you're not turning 
any of your members off at billing time with an error­
prone manual or inadequate billing program . What's 
more , you owe it to yourself to maximize your receivable 
controls for faster return on that big dollar investment 
your facility represents. 

RACQUETBALL CHARGE SYSTEMS/ PCB • is the 
computer billing system designed from market researcfi 
by the racquet sports specialists , the Louis Zahn Data 
Service Corp. We are the exclusive developers of 
TENN ISYSTEM/ PCB •, the system that totally solves 
clubs ' bil ling problems, while providing you with timely 
and concise information neede d for your club's present 
and future growth . 

We have many sat isfied cl ients throughout the coun­
try , with 100% renewals each season . RACQUETBALL 
CHARGE SYSTEMS/ PCB • wlll cost you less than your 
present program , and we can prove it. We know it will 
give you the finest controls . 

Receipts , optionally signed by your Racquetball Club 
Members are promptly mailed with our concise, informa-

II 

tive, TOTALLY DESCRIPTIVE STATEMENTS, to eliminate 
billing related questions and problems. Customized im­
printed payment cards, pre-addressed to your club, and 
matching return envelopes enclosed with your racquet­
ball club members' statements, help to convert charges 
into working cash fast . _ . especially with our guaranteed 
72-hour turnaround service . Easy-to-read, color-coded 
aging analysis tells you instantly who owes what, and for 
how long. In addition, we include the date your member 
last used your club's services and the date payment was 
made . 

Precise sales analysis (including cash) sorts down 
all sales , categorically. Free PR, sales, and optional dun­
ning messages can .be custom-imprinted on top of your 
racquetball members ' descr iptive statements each 
month. 

And you receive free in-clu b training by our pro . 
It takes only an hour a day to operate Racquetball 

Charge Systems/ PCB •. Can you beat that? No expen­
s ive, complex installations or confusing, sensitive 
gadgets . No minimum service period. No binding con­
tract. No cancellation fee. 

Smooth and imme diate transition from your present 
system or you can start now before your club is 
constructed. 

,/ 
~ 

.,,. \ *PCB is Permanent Court-Time Billing . 
Free registered and trademarked samples of statem ·ents, print-outs, 
transaction forms, payment cards . Free quotation. No obligation. Backed by 
9 million dollars of computer power and our pros to run i t. 

WRITE OR CALL COLLECT NOW FOR 
MORE INFORMATION OR A DETAILED 
PROPOSAL. 312- 681- 3061 

NOTE : RACQUETBALL CHARGE SYSTEMS/PCB" are exclusive registered and trademarked 
data systems for RACQUETBALL by the 

Louis Zahn Data Service Corp. 1930 GEORGE STREET MELROSE PARK. 1LuNO1s so1so 

MARCH/ APRIL 1976 
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Whose new panet· 
is the best, · 

yet costs less? 
M--M Court Systems! 

$7500 

$7000 

$6500 

$6000 

$5500 

$5000 

World Courts Frampton 

M-M 



Speak the speech 
!# &*+ &# ! trippingly 
on the tongue .. . 

• Again ol' Shakespeare said it best 
when he commented on the vulnerabi lity 
of the human cond ition by saying, "All 
the world is a stage ." Truly all of us in 
our day to day living reveal the inner 
n:,an for all to see-both our good quali ­
ties and the bad. And if this be true in 
the world at large, how much mo re so is 
if- in that micro cosm of t he ruccu etba ll 
court. 

Here, a score of flood liqh f-s fo cus on 
the near naked man in a white wal led pit-. 
In this confined cubicle, one does not 
need giant telescopic lense s to peer be­
neath helmeted facemask s as gridiron 
camer am en attempt to d o . Here , every 
fa cial g rimace, every move ment , ever y 
wo rd is caref ully re co rded upon t he 
spe ct ators. 

Were Sha kespeare al ive today, meth inks 
~e wo uld sme ll some thing foul not on ly 
1n Den mark but also in the vict o ry 
char g ed at mo sphere of t ourna ment play, 

,, .. 
LEACH • SEAMCO 
SPORTSCRAFT 
VOIT • CHAMPION 
SARANAC 
SPAULDING 

Wholesale to 

specifically racquetball champ ionships . 
The lack of sportsmanship that foo often 
struts and frets on the stage at racquet­
bal l tournaments is largely due to a 
Lombardian ethic that winning is every­
thing. 

Sometimes tainted advantages are 
sought under the gu ise of "psyching" an 
opponent- , i.e., upsetting his mental state 
so that his physical play is impaired . 
Many socia l sins are committed under 
the name of this so-called "psyching. " 
No need to list these devices to those 
who play the game. Suffice it to say that 
they are legion and be come the ugly 
racqueteer. 

This is not to say that psycho logy has no 
place on a racquetball court. J ust as our 
e veryd _ay transact ions are fi lled with psy­
~holoq1cal ploys , so too do t he y f ilter 
into our p lay-conscious ly or unco n­
sciousl y. 1-f: is the unhealthy "psyching " 
that I abh o r : the t ype that poi sons t he 
per p etrat o r as well as the atmosphere of 
th ose who loo k down from t he ga lleries. 
Unhea lthy psy ching is the last resort of 
desperate men-men who ultimately 

\ 
\ 

I 

lack confidence in their abil ity to beat 
an opponent on talent and heart alone. 

It bears stating that the vast majority 
of racquetball games are what they 
s~ould be-a fantastically fast and grip ­
p ing game of compatriots who believe 
in fun and fair play. I pen these words 
more as a caveat than an indictment of 
tournament play , lest a cancer grow that 
could curtail the increasing popularity of 
a game we all love . 

Shakespeare was right and Lombardi 
-:vrong. All the world is a stage , includ­
ing the racquetball court where the mark 
of the man is extreme ly visible for a ll to 
see . Grimaces, a smile, dark looks, how 
a ba~I is retrieved for an opponent after 
a point lost-all reveal the inner man to 
be a gent leman, a scoundre l, o r some 
gradation in between . 

There is a substi f-ute for winning (despite 
Lombardi 's d ictum ) and tha t is walking 
off the racquetba ll stage a be tt er man , 
rather than merely a better racquetball 
player, though I suspect the two are very 
closely aligned . 

John J. Lepore 
Melrose , Mass . 

• I just finished reading the Massachu­
setts chairman 's derogatory remarks 
about pro-p layers. Mr. Crumme y, I dis ­
agree wit h you complete ly . 

I ha ve viewed and en joyed pro-am rac­
quetbal l to urnaments all over the United 
States. I have served as hosp itality chair­
man to a good number of tournamen ts. 
Many of the p layers ha ve been our 
house guests and we welcome all of 
them. 

I th ink they are beautiful people , with 
healthy and wonderfu l attitudes . Also , 
they have a knack for performing so well 
in such a great sport- . ; .., YMCA'S, Pro Shops & 

Sporting Goods Stores 

I Jo hn J . Lepore, avid rac­
quetballe r, former Navy 
officer (received Purple 
Heart while with Marines 
In Vietna m), and form­
er Catholic priest, Is 
now school psychologist. 
With backg round In P.R. 

It isn't possible for me to see any thing 
wrong in a beer or two after a tough 
match. I find it refreshing. 

"' .. .. 
0 
A. 

All Merchandise in Stock 
for Immediate Shipment 

Racquetball Trophies in Stock 

WRITE OR PHONE FOR 
WHOLESALE CATALOG 

MARCH/ APRIL 

To all racquetba llers - professional and 

Continued on page 46 

RAC~UE:TD~LL the official voice of the International Rac -
quetball Association , is published bi-monthly at 41 Diana Street, Memphis, 
Tennessee 38 112 (mailing address P . 0. Box 12490). Telephone 901-274-7326. 

• • • Magazi~e subscription is included i':1 IRA membership: $6 per year; $1 O 
for two years m U.S., Canada, and Mexico. All other foreign countries add $1 
per year for mai ling costs. Membersh ips are for 12 months regardless of date 
issued. 
• • • Contro lled circulation postage paid at Memphis, Tennessee 38112 and 
pending at Okhhoma City, Oklah oma. Postmaster: send forms 3579 to P.O. 
Box 12490, Memp his, Tennessee 38112. 
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On rscqusts and strings . . . . , . . •• . page 24 

CONTENTS 
PAGE 12 

5th Annual Cowboy Open attracts record turnout 

PAGE 14 
Surprise party at Dr. Bud's Invitationa l Women's singles 
tournament in Del Mar 

PAGE 18 
1976 Masters Invitational was described accurately as 
being the "best and toughest ever. " By Tom Coats 

PAGE 21 
Maryland State Doubles-teams even had their own 
cheering sect ion as repo rted by Tom Whipple 

PAGE 26 
8th Annual IRA Membership meeting & International 
champ ionship tournaments . Agenda of meeting and 
entry forms 

PAGE 29 
San Antonio Pro-Am report by Tom McKie. Eight-page 
section on some of the f inest racquetba ll ever ex·hibited 
in the southwest 

ON THE COVER 
Glass walled exh ibition court at Univer si ty of Tenne ssee, Chat­
tanooga , prov ides unparalleled spectator viewing and permanent 
seating for hundreds. 
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PAGE 3 Letters , the readers write 
PAGE 6 & 38 IRA racquetball trails 
PAGE 8 The director says . . . 
PAGE 16 Racquetball in the military 
PAGE 23 New products 
PAGE 24 Instruction, by Steve Dunn 
PAGE 41 Scoreboard 
PAGE 45 
PAGE 46 
PAGE 47 
PAGE 52 

Safety-letter from St. Lou is 
Calendar of racquetball events 
Player Profile-interview wi th Davey Bledsoe 
The last word-on the " Gar" 

IRA Board of Directors 
Pr esident-D eWitt Shy , M emphis . National Commi ssion er-luan Brun er, 
Madi son, Wis consin . Natio nal Rul es Commi BBioner-Charli e Brumfi eld, San 
D ieso . Dir ector s--John W . Chambers, West Vancou ver, B .C.; William R . 
Dunn, Union City, Calif .; Dr . Halford R . Price, Pho enix ; P ess Y S tectins, 
Od essa , T exa s; William B . Tann er, M emph is; Gene Grapes, P itts burs h; L eon­
ard Marks, St. Louis, Mi ssouri . Tom M cKi e, E~ecuti ue Dire ctor, Memphia, 
Tennessee. 
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PENNSYLVANIA DOUBLES players, in the front row, from the 
left are Tom Ranker, Joe Ross, Rich Cuneo, Al Schatnne r, 
Tim Grapes, Gene Grapes, Allan MIiier , Don Bechtold , Carmen 
Fellicell l and Herb Meyers. 

I 
BADGER STATE finalists seem to be eyeing Tom Wirku s' 
beard . Tom and brother Jo e Wlrkus, at his left, were defeated 

I 

' .. . ~ -.., 

In the middle : Joe McAndrew and John Musewic z. In the 
back row, f rom the left: Luke St . Onge, Du ke George , Stan 
Lindner, Matt Bevevino, Joe Cu cc inelli, Len Perrett i, Guy Na· 
tale , Jim Jones, Ray Sobata, Art Goldberg and Emil Scarano . 

~t, &BNU~ 
~ UJRTlR ST. ?>' 

\ nu t\AIRf, WIS 
\~ 

\ 

'\ 

in the Badger doubles by Ron Strom, at the right, and partner 
Jack Strommen. Strom also won the Badger 's singles title . 

RACQUETBALL 
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The Grapes family 
wins another one 

Twelve top teams played 66 matches in a 
round robin format that ended with the 

father-son team of Gene and Tim Grapes 

champions of the Third Annual Pennsylvania 

Doubles. 

Playing power -packed ball, the "family " 

faltered only once, according to reports from 

the tournament , losing to Len Perretti and 

Guy Natale in the fourth round. 

Schmidtke - racquetball practitioner 

Rich Cuneo and Al Schattner squeezed 

into second place ahead of John Musewic z 

and Joe McAndrew by playing consistent , 

high -scoring , ball while losing three matches 

- one more than the third place team. 
Bill Schmidtke not only won the New Deihl Invitational tournament at the Salina, 
Kansas, YMCA, but also conducted a clinic for 40 contestants. Schmidtke, cen­
ter in the above photo, with two players, won the Class A singles. Ernie Rulas, 
Hutchison, won the Class B. Marci Greer, Emporia, won the women's division. 
Harlan Rimmerman, director, sa id the New Deli Invitational w ill be repeated this 
com ing year. 

Badger state all iteration . .. 

Strom 'n Strommen over 
Wirkus 'n Wirkus in doubles 'n . . . 

More IRA racquetball 
frails on page 38 

You may think you•re prepared to 
arrange most tournament · bracketing, 
but the Third Annual Badger State 
Open Singles field would put most vet­
eran bracketers to shame. 

There were no less than 40 Clas s A 
participants in a very formidable field 
of Mid -Western enthusiasts led by the 
likes of Bill Schmidtke, Dan Alder, 
Ron Strom , Joe Wirkus and many other 
fine players. The big trick was arrang­
ing this fine field with only eight byes . 
That should provide some food for 
thought for most anyone. 

Ron Strom of St. Cloud, Minnesota, 
was the eventual champ taking the final 
match in three exciting games with Joe 
Wirkus, the Wisconsin champion, 14, 
21, 21-17, and 21-13. Bill Schmidtke 
was defeated in the semifinals by Strom 

MARCH/ APRIL 

and Dan Alder was defeated in the 
semis by Wirkus. Ken Frank took the 
consolation finals defeating Tom Luke, 
15 -21, 21-16, and 21-8 . 

In the open doubles, twenty teams 
took to the competition with the same 
familiar names popping out on top, as 
Ron Strom and Jack Strommen defeated 
Joe Wirkus and brother Tom, 10-21, 
21-11 and 21-11. Craig Corah and 
Tom Keyes snuck away with the con­
solation championship. 

The masters bracking was less in• 
volved ( 1 S entrants), but the compe• 
tition was by no me.ans less fierce with 
Jerry Hoff, of Wausau, ultimately de­
feating Frank Low, of Decorah, Iowa, 
21-11 and 21-14. Malin Greenberg of 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, took the mas­
ters consolation treaty. 

7 



The director says . . . 

Chattanooga promises excitement 

8 

INTERNATIONAL RACQUETBALL ASSOCIATION 

P. 0. Box 12490 • Memphis, Tennessee 38112 • (901) 274-7325 

TOM McKIE 
Executive D irector 

Res. Ph. (901) 767-8906 

Dear Fellow Racquetballer: 

As you will see in this issue plans are rapidl y bein g implement ed f or our 1976 
IRA Championships, May -28-31 in Chattanooga, Tennessee. I recently r eturne d f rom 
an inspection of the facilities and you are going to be thrilled ~tit h all the 
excellent viewing. No more of that stand i ng on one leg, l eani ng ar ound th e 
corner, and still only seeing one quarter of the court. Details fo r entry , 
housing and tickets are enclosed and space is limited so make your arr angements now. 

We held a very successful Pro-Am Tournament in San Antoni o (sto ry enclo sed) r ecently 
amid their beautiful February weather . Unfortunately, we wer e not abl e t o r each 
financial agreements with the hosts in San Francisco and Cleve la nd and t hese 
tournaments have been cancelled. Our next pro event wil l be pro divisions at t he 
Internationals in Chattanooga. 

We all know racquetball is growing fast as evidenced by all the in teres t around us. 
One excellent example of this growth was the interest it cre ate d at th e r ecent 
National Sporting Goods Associ ation convention at Chicago. Sixt y-si x companies 
proudly displayed their racquetball merchandise and their booths were beehi ves of 
activity writing orders from buyers. 

Our official ball--the Vittert V-77 is now packed in pressurized cans. The 
new two-balls-to-a-can arrangement should do much to eliminate any shel f li f e 
problem and insure uni formity of bounce. As they have •indica t ed t o us many times 
in the past, the Vittert people are dedicated to givin g us the bes t pr oduct on 
the market and this is another example of their dedication to this goal. 

Good luck in the regionals. 1 am looking forward to seeing many of you at 
Chattanooga. 

Sincerely, 

Tom McKie 
Executive Director 

RACQUETBALL 
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' WORLD COURTS, INC. ~ ~ ~~ ! I Offers These Unique Features I 
I ~~------' LOWER INSTALLATION COSTS I 
! Compare Our Prices Against the $35,000-$45,000 I 
, Concrete and Plaster Courts ~ 

I I 
~ LOWER MAINTENANCE COSTS lli 

~ No Cracking or Chipping and No Painting Ever. A i I Mild Soap-and Water Cleaning is All That is Ever I I Needed. No Wall Sweating. I 
I NEW!! I 
I EASY ADAPTATION OF TEMPERED GLASS I 
~ OR PLEXI-GLASS FOR MAXIMUM SPECTATOR !. 
~ VIEWING AT ANY ANGLE OF THE COURT I 
! Our Engineers Have Developed An Easy I 
, and Economical Method For the I 
~ Installation of Any Size Glass Panels I 

I I I Call or Wr ite For Further Details To: I 
1 World Courts, Inc. 1 I 554 Main Street, Dept. R I I S. Weymouth, Mass. 02190 Phone: 617-337-0082 I 
~.,.. ':Allr'~..,,_.....ar....,....ar....,....,_,....,,_..,.......,ar..,,_......,.,..... ...... ....,.....,..,,.,..,,_..,,,,,,.,....,.....,. ...... ....,..~ rrrr mr41 
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True, it • 
IS Your investment • • • 

• ,n Your courts . 

It is also true 
that our business 
depends on 
the success of 
your investment. 

For this reason 
we strive continuous'ly 
to keep you aware of the 
best in court club 
innovation. 

On this page, we are 
announcing our business 
relationship with 
Universal Fitness, and 
recommending 
them to you. 

We lee/ their s·ervices -
like our own - will 
help insure 
the safety of your 
invest men ts and the success 
of your clubs. 

10 

When you care 
enough to build 
the very best ... 
SPORTS UNLIMITED HA S BUil T ITS REPUTATION on a 
determ ination to prov id e court clubs w ith the best wall panel­
ling system poss ibl e. Our association with Un iversal (not a 
merger) carr ies this sa me attitude . Together, or indi v idually, 
we ca n provide you and your c lu bs w ith unsur passed qual ity. 

BEGINNING THIS MONTH WE HAVE LOWERED OUR PRICES. 
Call this new, lower price structure, our "inflation fight er." 
The prices for Sports Unlimited 's panel system have always 
been highly competit ive. Now they are lower than ever. And at 
NO sacrifice in product/service quality! 

CALL US FOR OUR LATEST PRICE QUOTATIONS . 

THE FOLLOW ING COURTS ARE OUR BEST ENDORSEMENT . 
They are among the first in the nat ion to be suppl ied with the 
extraordi nary Sports Unlimited Panelling. 

ELVIS PRESLEY 
Momphls, Te nn. 

COLUMBIA RACQUETBAL L CLUB 
St . Lou is , Mo . 

RACQUET T IME, INC. 
Lexington , Ky. 

UNIV ERSI TY OF MARY LAND 
College Park, Md . 

UNIVERSITY OF TENN ESSEE 
Challanooga, Tenn . 

TOWN AND COUNTRY 
St . Louis, Mo . 

CARROL TON REC . CENTER 
Carrolton , Tex as 

ILLIN OIS HEALTH CL UB 
Chicago , Ill ino is 

MARCO R. BENNIS 
Lakes ide, Calif. 

RACQUET TIME 
Woodland Hills, Calif . 

DON KESSINGE R 
Memphi s, Tennessee 

And for less than you 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
RECREATION CENTER 
Dallas, Toxas 

ARDMORE YMCA 
Ardmore, Okla . 

JUNIOR BATTI STA 
Ch icago, Ill . 

NORTHGATE RACQUET CLUB 
Stlllwator , Okla . 

DR . GEORGE NICHOPOULOS 
Memph is , Tenn . 

ROYAL RACQUETBA LL CLUB 
Warren , Ohio 

SUPREM E COURT VI 
Stoc kton, Calif. 

SUPREME COURT I 
San Carlos, Calif. 

ASHLAND OIL 
Dublin , Ohio 

ALMADEN VALL EY ATHL ETIC 
San Jos e, Cal i f. 

may have thought possible 

-rSPORTS 
~' 

·,t it,,e{imited 
-=j.: {:========:::::=.I 
Myron Rod eric k, Pres ident Dr. Me l Wright , Vice-President 

Post Offi ce Box 1207 
Stillwat er, Oklahoma 74074 (405) 624-1252 

RACQUETBALL 
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All or any part 
of our combined 
services are 
available to you. 
Call us, and dis­
cuss your court 
club needs . 

UtlWfJMol 
PROJECT DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

0 CONSULTATION 
0 TOTAL PROJECT DEVELOPMENT 
0 SPECIFIC FACILITY & EQUIPMENT NEEDS 

0 MARKETING & FEASIBILITY STUDY 
0 MARKET ANALYSIS 
0 FINANC IAL FEASIBILITY 

0 ARCHITECTURAL 
0 ALL NECESSARY PRELIMINARY DRAWINGS 
0 REVIEW OF EXISTING DRAWINGS 
0 COMPLETE WORKING DRAWINGS 

0 INTERIOR DESIGN 
0 ADVERTISING & PROMOTION 

Here are some of our 
satisfied clients 

• Douglas Aircraft Corp . 
• General Dynam ics 
• Mobil Oil Corporation 
• Xerox Corporation 
• Babcock Builders 
• Ca rter Properties 
• Crow, Pope and Land 
• ErvIn Company 
• Escom Enterprises , Inc . 
• Haft-Gaines 

(Div. of Fuqua, Inc .) 

• Levitt Multi-Housing Corp . 
• Trafalgar Development 
• Carter Properties 
• Cloverdale Development 
' Sid Hir sh, Inc . 
• J . J . Bynan Company 
• Jose MIiion Enterprises 
• Kassuba Dev. Corporation 
• Palm Properties 
• Park Forest South 

Dev . Corp . 

Contact Our Home Office 

UNIVERSAL 

Recreation and Fitness Consultants 
A Division of Olympic Sports Products 

8850 S.W. 129th Street 

Miami, Florida 33156 

(305) 232-2310 

miami · orlando · tallahassee • atlanta - charlotte - richmond 
birmingham · new orleans • baton rouge . kansas city . st. louis 

Universal 
1s one reliable 

source 
for 

Jacuzz i Whlrpool 
Saunas 

Steam Rooms 
Racquetball Supplies 

Bleacher Seating 
Lockers 

Gym Apparatus 
Exercise Equipment 

Electron ic Court 
Monitor ing System 
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5th annual Cowboy Open 
Racquetball Tournament was held in 
the Colvin Center, Oklahoma State 
University campus, Stillwater, Okla ­
homa, and played over three beautiful 
days. This year the weather cooperated 
and gave us some brisk but beautiful 
days to play . About 275 matches were 
played between 152 entries ( largest 
ever) in those three days. 

Fourteen brackets were played this 
year-A, B, women A, women novice, 
men novice, seniors, "masters" ( over 
40 ), open doubles, B doubles, masters 
doubles and special Stillwater division 
( men's and women's brackets ). 

The new Stillwater bracket included 
local residents and OSU students who 
had not played in any racquetball tour­
nament except past Cowboy Opens. 
This division was completed prior to 
the regular tournament matche s. Gor­
don Reese won the men's bracket over 
Bob Klass . Randy Fitzgerald defeated 
Tom Stewart for third and Bob Thomas 
took filth over Kenneth Frank. In the 

nt---

5th Annual 
Cowboy Open 
By Richard Shannon 
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women's bracket, Cathy Gose defeated 
Louise Gonsoulin for first and Ruth 
Wright took third over Mary Grula . 

A highlight of the tourney was the 
awarding of door prizes, including 
metal racquets, travel bags, vitamins 
and other racquetball accessories. 

Besides the competition being keen, 
the contestants were not short on ap­
petites as revealed in the participation 
in the Hospitality Room, which was 
open during the tournament. 

Things were hopping around the 
building since a swim meet was also 
scheduled for the weekend. This al­
lowed for a lot of exposure to racquet ­
ball for a large number of people and 
they saw a lot of good racquetball over 
the weekend . 

Myron Roderick continued to reign 
as King of Racquetball in Stillwater as 
he swept first place honors in the Open 
bracket. He was not extended to three 
games in any of his matches. He de­
feated Tom McKie, 21 -12, 21-4, 
third place went to Eric Campbell, who 
defeated Jerry Linton 12-21, 21-13, 
21-16 . Harold Youngentob took con­
solation honors over Jim Martin. 

Out of a full B bracket, Phil Stepp 
was the champ. He defeated Larry 
Curts, 21-10, 21-17. Ronald Meek 
defeated Mendy Katzman , 21-7, 21-19 
for 3rd place, and consolation champ 
was Carlos Nieves who beat Arnold 
Davis, 7-21, 21-11, 21-17. 

Seniors singles saw V. Z. Lawton 

take first over Jim McPherson, 21-15, 
21-1. Dav e Hes sell took third over 
Carl Provence, 21-16, 21 -13. Con• 
solation honors went to Da ve Dalke, 
who defeated P at Lewis, 21 -17, 21-6. 

Kenne y Denn ey won first in Masters 
singles, by defeating D ean Lemmon, 
18-21, 2 1-18, 21 -7. Third went to Joe 
Durrough when he outscored Sid Ruf­
fin, 15 -21, 21-18 , 21-7. Co nsolation 
champ was Ra y Crowl ey over Ed 
Grula, 21-15, 21-13. 

This year there were two women's 
brack ets ( A and novice ) . Th e women's 
A was operated as a round-robin . The 
list of players ( as they placed ) was 1st 
- Marcilene Gr eer; 2nd-Jan Wil­
son; 3rd - Virginia Da vis; 4th-Patti 
Campbell; 5th-Grace Provenc e. The 
novic e bracket was won by Lind a Guer­
rero when she defeated Faith Ragow, 
21-9, 21-16. Sherry Runnel s took third 
by beating L. D . Harbour, 21-7, 21-
12 . Jean Lehr won consolations by out­
scoring Vicki Calloway, 21 -3, 21-18. 

Novice Singles saw Pat McGinty 
come out on top over Bob Klass by 
scores of 16-21, 21-9, 21-19 for the 
top prize . Third was taken by Steve 
Ragow when he beat Larr y Fuller, 21-
17, 21-3 . Cary Youngblood won the 
con solation bracket by defeating Rick 
Newcomer, 21-9, 16-21, 21- 16. 

Double s in the open division saw 
Rod erick and Randy Stafford defeat 
Tom McKie and Eric Campbell, 21-9, 
2 1, 2 0 . Third was claimed by Gary 

COWBOY FINALISTS In the above photos, 
from left to right: J im McPherson, second 

In senior singles , and winner, V. Z. 
Lawton . Masters finalists: Joe Dourrough, 

Deari Lemmon , Ken Denney and Ray 
Crow ley. Masters double s, front row: 

Dourrough, Lawton, Ed Grula, Lemmon; 
back row : Crowley, Denney, Sidney 

Shiprock and Oarl Provence. 

RACQUETBALL 



Hinkle and Ken Smith over Roland 
Treat and Jim Martin, 21-12, 21,12. 
B doubles saw Carlos Nieves and Ar­
nold Davis overcome Pat Lewis and 
Jerry Brusewitz , 1 7-21, 21 -15, 21 - 14. 
Jim McPherson and Jerry Myers team­
ed to take third over Bob Oldham and 
Mac Robbins by _scores of 7-21, 21-6, 
21 -17. 

Masters doubles was a round-robin. 
V. Z. Lawton and Joe Durrough took 
first place . Other teams ( in order of 
finish ) are: Dean Lemmon and Ed 
Grula; Ken Denney and Ray Crowley; 
Ed Shupock and Carl Provence; John 
Jobe and Sid Ruffin. 

See Scoreboard for. additional results. 

OPEN SINGLES finalists, top left: Harold 
Youngentab, Eric Campbell, Tom McKle, 

and first place winner, Myron Roderick . 
In the Stillwater men's division Immediately 

above, are, from the left, Kenneth Frank, 
Randy Fitzgera ld, Bob Klass, Gordon Reese 

(division winner), and Tom Stewart . 
Pictured on the right side of the page, 

reading from the top : B-doubles Jerry 
Brusewltz, Arnold Dav is, Carlos Nieves, and 

Pat Lew is. St illwater women's division 
players : Ruth Wright, Louise Gonsoulin, 

Cathy Gose and Mary Grula . B-Slngles: 
Larry Curts, Phil Stepp and Ronald Meek . 

Women's novice : Faith Ragow, second 
and Linda Guerrero , first. Men's novice: Pat 

McGlnty, first, and Bob Klass , second. 

I 
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Del Mar Women's Invitational turns out to be ... 

A surprise party 
Nine of the best woman racquetball 

players in the nation showed up at the 
beautiful Muehleisen courts in Del 
Mar, California, in response to invita­
tions sent out by Dr. Bud Muehleisen. 
The event wasn't a party. It was to de, 
cide who's best. 

To that extent it was a surprise party, 
and sitting in the position of the guest 
least likely to be surprised was the un­
flappabl e, and unbeatable Peggy Sted­
ing. Peggy knew that . Thousands of 
miles away, in New York, Charlie the 
Gar" Garfinkel knew it. Somehow 
Janell Marriott did not know that. 

On the closing day of the tournament 
Peggy and Janell met in the last ·match 
of the tournament. Each had taken the 
measure of seven other players. Odds­
makers were already assuming they 
knew the outcome of this one , but with 
Peggy Steding deserting her usually 
strong offensive game in favor of a de­
fensive attack-ceiling balls, rather than 
shooting-the tables were turned and 
Janell, unquestionably one of the sport's 
best women players wrapped up the one 
game 31-point match by a score of 23, 
31. 

She had dropped Peggy Steding-

ROUND ROBIN SCOREBOARD 

~'t$,~';t,k1lN"~~~ Marriott Stedlng t,•;r · , . , ~~l ; ,~ - ,r,-,_,.°}<J-' ' .. ,,, . .... ,. . ....... ; '· ~~~ ... ,. ,1~.~.::..·,~:-i•~\~,:6.t•:::f_,;: 8/0 7/1 

Janell Marriott - 31-23 
Peggy Stedlng 23-31 -
Jenny Harding 13-31 17-31 
Jan Pasternak 23-31 7-31 
Sue Carow 20-31 9-31 
Jean Sauser 26-31 20-31 
Ruth Knudson 18-31 15-31 
Bette Weed 20-31 6-31 
Camille McCarthy 16-31 18-31 
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Super-Girl, cape and all-by a sur, 
prisingly sound margin of 8 point s. 

Garfinkel, on being asked to write 
the story on the Del Mar Invitational, 
replied that his readers already enter, 
tained a credibility gap that would not 
withstand further onslaught . Being as, 
surred that Steding had in fact lost by 
eight points, Gar expressed his con­
gratulation s to Ms . Marriott, Commi s­
erations to Ms . Steding , and said, "Yes, 
but have you heard what she did to the 
opposition in Milwaukee! " 

The invitational had been accept ed 
by nine players : Marriott, Steding, 
Jenny Harding, Jan Pasternak , Sue 
Carow, Jean Sauser, Ruth Knudson, 
Bette Weed, and Camille McCarthy. 

With an array of talent such as this, 
anything could have happened. Only 
by the accidental luck of the draw was 
it that the most suspensful game was 
also the final game . Throughout the In , 
vitational fans were treated to con , 
tinuously exciting exhibitions of top­
flight action by these pro and semi-pro­
fessional players . 

The news media was on hand. Two 
newspapers and a television crew cov­
ered all or parts of the tournament. The 

specta tor viewing at the courts was ex­
cellen t, and the crowds enthusiastic. 

On e of the women remarked that, 
win-or-lose ( and she much prefers win­
ning ) , the receipt of an invitation to 
play in the Del Mar surrounding s, was 
in itself :m honor , and Dr . Bud 's hos­
pitality mad e the acceptance a pleasure. 
Too, there was prize money . . 

Jan ell Marriott's eight-straight game 
round -robin victory over competitors 
who are not accustomed to losing was 
sweeten ed by the award of $250 prize 
money. The Utah lass earned it, and 
the invit ation al could well be an indica­
tion of where she will place in national 
standing s for 19 7 6 . Incidentally , the 
prize money came to about $1 for every 
point she scored in her eight games. 

In the Marriott-Steding match, the 
crowd was on the edges of their seats 
throughout the affray. Until the game 
reached 14-all, there were never more 
than two points separating the two 
women . 

From that point on the action be­
came mor e intense as the scoring pro­
ceeded by never being more than one 
point apart until 23-all was reached. 
Ensuing rallies were long and punish­
ing. 

Harding Pasternak Carow Sauser Knudson Weed McCarthy 
6/2 5/3 4/4 3/5 2/6 1/7 0/8 

31-13 31-23 31-20 31 -26 31-18 31-20 31-16 
31-17 31-7 31-9 31-20 31-15 31-6 31-18 
- 31-16 31-28 31-4 31-26 31-9 31-21 

16-31 - 31-23 31-25 31-10 31-16 31-26 
28-31 23-31 - 31-22 31-24 31-17 31-25 
4-31 25-31 22-31 - 31-30 31-21 31-7 

26-31 16-31 24-31 30-31 - 31-26 31-20 
9-31 16-31 17-31 21-31 26-31 - 31-19 

21-31 25-31 25-31 7-31 20-31 19-31 -
RACQUETBALL 



Although Steding never scored again 
after 23-all, there were numerous side, 
outs between almost every point. Mar, 
riott won the game much as a sculptor 
creates a masterpiece. One stroke at a 
time. 

Marriott seemed to gain strength 
during the tournament with each match 
she p layed. He r ability to force the 
action and drive the ball with control 
were definitely her strong points. 

FINAL RESULTS , with total 
points scored, in order were: Marriott 
73 .6; Steding 69; Harding 61.2; Pas­
ternak 55 .2; Carow 52 .8; Sauser 47; 
Knudson 43; Weed 32.2; McCarthy 
30 .4. 

Purse distr ibution for the invitationa l 
was $250 for first p lace; $200, second; 
$150 , third; $100, fourth; and $50, 
fifth. 
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PEGGY STEDING, right, con­
gratulates an elated Janell 
Marriott . Pictured at the left 
are, from lett to right, front 
row: Marr iott, Jan Pasternak, 
Stedlng and Jennifer Harding. 
Top row: Ruth Knudson, Bette 
Weed, Sue Carow, Jean Sauser 
and Camille McCarthy. 
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Giordano by two! 21-20; 21-20 
By Peter F. Crummey 

As the sun set on the second 3nnu3l 
New England Military R3cquetball 
Championships, the last ball was a flat 
roll out, and a new champion was 
crowned. SSG Danny Giordano 
( USAF ), Hanscomb AFB , Mass. , de ­
flated his arch rival, Major Peter F. 
Crummey by the scores of 2 1-20 , 21 , 
20, to take the title. 

The game was refereed by "H onest 
Joe Fen ester" ( of used car fame ), who 
placed third in the seniors over Colon el 
Robert Browne . After the match, Gior, 
dano was heard saying, " Crummey? 
Crummey? Never heard of him. Doc s 
he play thi s game?" 

A few others who do play the game 
are Lt. Col. Don Patterson , Plattsburgh 
AFB, who placed first in the seniors 
over Crummey by scores of 21-1 5, 10 -
2 1, 2 1-18 . Patter son also took third 
place in the open divi sion by downing 
Colonel Browne, Ft. Deven s, 21-14, 
21 -8. 

In the seniors consolation Ed Hur ­
ley defeated Norm LaComptc , 21 '!, 
21-9 , to determine first and second m 
that bracket. 

In a special Commander s Division, 
open only to post or base commander s, 

Col. Edward Buck , Hanscomb AFB, 
bec3me the Champion Commander, or 
Commander Champion, by defeating 
Col. Forrest S. Rittgcr s, Jr., Ft. 
Deven s. 

The women's round -robin event was 
won by Sgt. Cruz , Ft . Devens , over 
Sp/4 Laura McPeak, Ft. Dix, N .J., 
21-18, 21-10. 

Capt . John Hill , Han scomb AFB , 
had little trouble winning the B-divi ­
sion. He went the en tire route without 
losing a game and defeated a deter , 
mined John LePort e, 21 -9, 21 -19, to 
clinch the title. Arp3d Toth won the B , 
consolation over Ken Erdela , 21 -9, 
10-21 , 21 -12 , in the lon gest m3tch of 
the day . 

Cpt. Arthur Wood , Newport, R.l. , 
bested Larr y Rudolph , Pea se AFB , in 
the open con solation, 21- 1 5, 21- 16. 

Specia l thanks for making the tourna­
ment plea sant and possible go to Vit­
tert Spor ts Company for providing the 
new V-77 blue ball s, and racquets that 
were awarded as door prizes .. . to our 
friend s at the C hazy . Orchard s for their 
donations of Chazy McIntosh apples 
. .. to Jon Perkins, Major and Mrs. (Jo 
Ann ) Brumbl e. 

See Scoreboard for addi tional tourna ­
ment resu lts. 

Army over Navy; Parker pulls upset 

By Glenn R. Allen 

The weekend of 16, 17 , and 18 
January attracted some of the top mili , 
tary racque tball players on the East 
Coast to the Naval Amphibious Base, 
Little Creek, Va., for the 19 76 Tide­
water Military Racquetball Champion ­
ships. Over sixty pl ayers participat~~ in 
men and women singles compet1t1on, 
with a consolation tourn ament con­
ducted for all first and second round 
losers. 
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In the prestigious men 's open singles 
tournamen t, Captain Buzz Parker, 
USA, Ft. Monroe, Va ., up set the num , 
ber one seed LCDR Glenn Allen , 
USN, Comnavsurflant, Norfolk , Va ., 
in a tight ly con tested three game match. 
Final scores were 21-6, 11 -2 1, and 21-
19. En route to the finals, two of the 
top eight seeds from a draw of 52 were 
upset; with LCDR Pat Drennan, 
USN, Washington, D.C., defeating 
ABCS Tom Madison, USN, Norfolk, 
number four seed in th e round of 16, 

NEW CHAMPION Danny 
Giordano at the right. 

Pictured below fro m left 
to right are Don 

Patter son , first place in 
seniors; John Hill , and 
Pete Crumm ey. In the 

lower picture are finalis ts 
in th e women 's divi si on : 

Syria Cruz, Laura 
McPeak and JoAnn 

Brumble. 

and L TCOL Chuck Lake , USA , Nor­
folk , ups etting LT Larry Ry an, USN, 
Norfolk , number six seed in the round 
of 32. 

Men 's semifina l action was com· 
pleted Sunday morning , with both 
matches dr aw ing large numb ers of spec, 
tator s. In the upper brac ket, Allen de• 
feated Fred Mehne, USA, Ft. Bragg, 
N.C., 21 -19, 21 , 11, after losing the 
first game, 20-21. This match was one 
of the best of the tournament, lasted two 
hour s, and resulted in th e destruction of 
racquets by All en, before finally win• 

Continued on page 23 
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Dear Military Racquetball Players, 

I would like to take this opportunity to recog­
nize two hard-worki ng service commissioners: Lt. 
Cdr. Glenn Allen , Navy Comm issi oner , and Major 
Mike Stankosky, Marine Comm iss ioner . Both new 
commissioners have been active in the advance­
ment of racquetba l l. 

G lenn Allen was the tournament director for 
the biggest military tournament ever held . He and 
Tom Madr in ran the East Coast lnterservice Cham­
pionships at Little Creek, Virginia, and did a su­
perb job with 110 play ers. 

One of my goals as Mi litary Commissioner 
was to establish a true inter-service championship 
tourn ament to find out wh at we have in the way of 
players, and who might be number one. 

:.\':~ This dream has now come true. The first it[: 
f; annual lnterservice Racquetball Champion- :;;i 
/£ ships will be held this September (1976) at ~:}: 
~r West Point , New York . We wil have open , B,} f: 
~j;seniors , masters, women , and open doubles. ::'I· 
~- , · 1: ·•-i 

~:~: Transportation , lodging , and food will be f~ 
.:_:_~;.at the players ' expense . West Point has under /~ : 
f0 construction at this time ten regulation courts. :/} 
::~/ Applications will be sent to all military bases ~~ii 
¼)in the U.S. Watch for them . The winner goes :/ ·~ 
):, directly to the national finals. ?~ 

Points of co ntact are stil l needed at many 
posts and bases. Please w rite your service com ­
missioner if you would l ike to help promote military 
racquetball. 

Many military tournaments are programmed 
for the year . Jack Rashlei gh, European Commis ­
sioner , has the first European Ch ampion ships 
coming up soon. The New England military tourna­
ment was recent ly completed as was the Tidewater 
military champ io nships , both of which are reported 
in this issue of the IRA magaz ine . 

NOT E to tourn ament di rectors : be sure to get 
your tournament results typed and mailed to the 
IRA as quickly followin g an even t as poss ibl e. For 
brackets to appear in the Scoreboard, hav e a ty pist 
follow the style in the magazine . When photos ac­
company your stor ies , be sure to identify everyone 
in the picture . 

In my conversation s w ith racquetbal l players 
aroun d th e country I have found the growth of this 
fantastic sport is even greater in the military than 
it is in the civi li an community. A few things bother 
me abou t th e sport at the mil itary level. Foremost 
is the issuing of w ooden racke ts, and a lon g w it h 
that, the lac k of tournament experie nce by military 
players. 
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We want to take some positive steps to expose 
as many players as possib le to the intricac ies of 
this game. The knowledge gained by watching a 
state level tourney wi ll greatly inc rease anyone' s 
game. Partic ipa ting is even better. Here in Massa­
chusetts the military has been wel l represented, 
and placed as fo llows in the 1976 state singles: 
open , 2, 4; seniors , 1; B-div ision , 3, 6, 7, 8. 

In every state we should have at lea st one mili­
tary player in the sem if inals of every event. Get 
hot. 

TIPS : If ·you are having trouble getting what 
you feel is proper support for racquetball from the 
specia l services officer , try this course of action: 
ask the spec ial serv ices officer to play w ith you . 
Give him the o ld sales pitch. He might not under­
stand the game, or its popu larit y. Financ ial support 
only comes after he is on your side, and has a feel 
for the game. 

Try to get a few of the key officers and NCO's 
on post interested in playing. Their suppor t will 
open many doors that otherwise might be closed. 

A good racquetball program on post requ i res 
Spec ial Services support , interest of key people, 
and enthusiasm of all players (dedica tion helps), 
and finally a plac e to view the game. These key 
factors are all present at Fort Huachuca, Ar izona; 
Fort Devens , Mass.; and Little Creek, Va. , where 
some of the best players in the military have come 
from . 

If you have any problems , please contact your 
service comm issioner. Last: get a friend to join the 
IRA this month. 

NAVY 
LCdr . Glenn Allen , USN 
633 Bishop Dr ive 
Virginia Beac h, Va. 23455 
804- 444-6796 

MARINES 
Major M. A. Stankosky 
F-4 Perry Circle 
US Nava l Academy 
Annapoli s, Md. 21402 
301-281-3097 

AIR FORCE 
Major Buck Brumble 
118-A US Oval 
Platt sburgh AFB, New York 
12903 

Happy flat rollouts, 

PETER F. CRUMMEY 
84-C Walnut Street 

Ft. Devens, Massachusetts 01433 

Phone 617-796-2174 
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197 6 Masters Invitational 

'' ... the best, 
BILL SELLARS wasn't really sta nd ing 

on his head, but to the right Earl 
Dixon and Richard Walker really 
collided . At far right , Gene Grapes 

rece ives the winners cup from 
YMCA director George House . 
{Photos by Tom Coats and Joe 

/ 

Walles). 

By Tom Coat 
Staff Writer for the 

Clearwater, Florida, Sun 

CLEARWATER, FLA .- If he 
had made the statement after winning 
the 1976 National Invitational Masters 
Singles Tournament, it would have 
sounded conceited . 

But, in sizing up the field before the 
tournament held January 24 ,26 at the 
Clearwater YMCA courts, Gene 
Grapes of Irwin, Pa ., came off as 
honest and prophetic . 

"This will be the best, the toughest 
Masters tournament ever," wrote 
Grapes in accepting a bid to play. 

As he predicted, the talent in the 
tournament was so close that Grapes 
won the title on the last day of the 
tourney, edging an exhausted Bill Sel, 
lars of Dallas, Tex., 186 ,185. 

"Upsets" became the order of play 
as each of the eight players who com' 
pleted the 10,man, round-robin tourna, 
ment managed at least one victory. 

Fittingly, an "upset" decided the 
title as Sellars, the 1973 champion , lost, 
2 7, 13, to Earl Dixon of Indianapolis, 
Ind . Sellars went into the match know, 
ing he needed 14 points to tie Grapes, 



the toughest invitational ever.'' 

who earlier that day had defeated Bob 
Troyer of Lake Bluffs, Ill., 27-24 , after 
coming back from a IO-point deficit. 

The battle for third place was also 
close as Pat Whit ehill of Cheney, 
Wash ., edged Dixon , 27-24, in the last 
match of the tourney to wind up with 
175 points . Dixon had 172 points. 

Richard Walker of Dalla s, Tex., was 
fifth with 154 points . He was followed 
by Troyer, 148 , Tom Stidham of 
Clearwater , 140 , and Joe Zelson of St. 
Louis , 101. 

The tournament's two casualties 
were Joe Brechard of Waukesha , Wis ., 
who suffered a shoulder injury after run , 
ning into a wall while chasing a ball, 
and Ivan Bruner of Madison, Wis., 
who was forced out with a foot injury. 

"Even though John Halver son ( the 
defending national masters singles 
champion from San Diego ) couldn't 
make it this year, I think we had the 
strongest masters tournament ever," said 
Stidham, who, as president of the 
Clearwater YMCA, was the official 
host for the tournament, and, as a mem, 
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her of the selection committee, had a 
hand in choosing the players. 

"I feel a lot better about placing 
seventh here than eighth last year. This 
tournament was a lot stronger. Every 
time two of these guys walked out on 
the court, one was capable of taking the 
other, " he said. 

As if to prove his point, Stidham 
knocked Sellars's title hopes for a loop 
by beating the Texas doctor, 27-22, on 
the tourney's · opening day . 

Other "upsets" included Stidham 
over Dixon, 2 7-15, Zelson over Wal, 
ker, 2 7-6, Walker over Grapes, 2 7, 19, 
and, of course, Dixon over Sellars, 27 , 
13. 

Despite the upsets, Grapes didn't 
back into his title. He won five of seven 
matches, defeating Stidham, 2 7-17; 
Zelson, 27-5; Troyer, 27,24; Dixon, 
27 , 13, and Whitehill, 27,11. 

His only losses came against Walker, 
27,19, and Sellars, 27,17. 

Grapes, a former handball player 
who waits until the last second before 
striking the ball, played his final match 

of the tournament early Sunday and 
then waited with a 186-point total as 
the action drew to a close. 

Sellars, the only player with a chance 
to catch Grapes, saw the title escape in 
the 27-13 loss to Dixon, but he prob, 
ably lost the championship in an earlier 
match that day against Walker. Al­
though he won, 27 ,25, Sellars was on 
the court for more than an hour and a 
half against Walker and came into the 
match against the fast-moving Dixon 
tired. 

As the score mounted against him, 
Sellars tried to summon reserve energy 
and climbed to a point of tying Grapes 
before the end came. 

Grapes is a former Golden Masters-
50 Doubles Champion, having won the 
title with Sam Caliazza of New Castle, 
Pa., in 1973. 

The tournament was the first national 
racquetball tournament held in Florida, 
an indication of the tremendous growth 
of the sport in the state. 

See Scoreboard for point summary. 
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SPOATCAAFT serves up a comprehensive 
line of I.A.A. approved equipment. The newly 
design ed # 13130 "Explo," lightweight alumi­
num racque t with protective bumper . The 
"s paceage" racquet! - # 13136, nylon glass 

Approved 

frame with rubb er grip . Our sat in finish alu­
minum # 13127 with bumpe r. 

For long, hard, acc urate play th e answer is 
SPOATCAAFT' S I.A.A. approved # 's 13265, 
13275 and 13274 racquetballs . 

SPOATCAAFT excellence . . . a winning player's partner. 

Quality beyond the ordinary. 

GENERAL SPORTCRAFT CO . , LTD . BERGENFIELD, N.J. 07621 

RACQUETBALL 



""tventy-two racquetball fanatics 
gathered together in order to do combat 
for the Maryland Doubles Champion ­
ship Janu ary 3. Each team was a story 
in itself as racquetball novices and tour ­
nament veterans alike dueled for the 
distinction of being "num ber-one" team 
in the area. 

Pl ayers were only too familiar with 
one another through the Maryland team 
leagu e, where Rockville JCC reigns as 
king. Rockville boasted four strong 
contenders for the doubles crown . Mike 
Halperin -Bill Corby, Denni s Bak er­
Tom Cutl er ( 4th seeded ), How ard 
Walker -Paul Goldberg, and Brian 
Meringoff ,Mel Goldstein all had visions 
of the finals, as they had clearly demon ­
strated their sup eriority in team league 
matches. 

The University of Maryland was 
represented by Maryland Double s 
Champs John D evlin and Charlie " Joe" 
Sullivan ( 1st seeded) and the much 
underrated Chuck Duda -John Cowan 
combo . The Pl ayers Club, congenial 
host to the tourney , was represented by 
two promising athletes Rick Kroos and 
Doug Creamer . Mike Stankow sky and 
Fred White of Whitemarsh had high 
hope s, as did veterans Don Potter and 
Don Huber from Tow son. Rich Dr ei­
sen of Rockville and Tom Whipple of 
the Players Club ( 2nd seeded ) round­
ed out a contingent ripe for upsets. 

First round action pitted Devlin -Sul­
livan against Halperin -Corby in what 
was expected to be a "routine" match . 
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It was a good day 

for the Maryland doubles 
By Tom Whipple 

As it turn ed out, John and Charlie had 
their hands full with a hustling, shooting 
team, and got by 21-13, 21-1 S. Stan­
kowsky-White and Walker-Goldberg 
fought long and hard , with Howard 
and Paul coming out on top in a tough 
three gamer, 21-7, 16-21, 21-16. Fred 
White suffered a badly bruised shoulder 
during the match, causing the White­
marsh duo to forfeit in the consolation 
rounds . Rick Kroos and Doug Creamer 
were psyched for their match against 
Meringoff and Gold stein, but the vet­
er:ms manipulated the volleys in their 
favor winning, 21-9 , 21 -5. 

Second-round activity was less heated 
than expected, with Cutler-Ba ker 
downing Duda -Cowan , 21-9, 21-7 , 
Whipple -Dr eisen defeating Walker ­
Goldb erg, 21-6, 21-4 and Pott er, 
Huber defeating Goldstein-Mer ingoff, 
21 -13, 21-20 . 

In the upper bracket of the semi­
finals, spectators got tense as Dennis 
Baker and Tom Cutl er took game one 
away from Sullivan and D evlin, 12 -21. 
Games two and three had Baker -Cutler 
with early leads, but the Sullivan -Dev ­
lin team were cool-headed and won, 
21 -1 S, 21-11. In the lower bracket, 
Don Huber's deadly pinch was falling 
short of its mark and Whipple-Dreisen 
were hot as they rolled to a 21-4, 21 -
13 win. 

Consolation rounds to this point saw 
Walker-Goldberg defeat Kroos-Cream, 
er, 21-5, 21,10, to advance to the 
finals, while Halp erin-Corby surprised 

Meringoff-Goldstein, but then lost to 
Cowan-Duda in the semis. 

The gallery was definitely pro-Sul, 
livan-Devlin with Robin Confino lead, 
ing the cheers for them, and Christy 
P earson doing the same for Dreisen and 
Whipple . Thus encouraged, the Uni, 
versity of Maryland team came out 
smokin' and won the first game, 21-19. 
The second game, however, Whipple 
and Dr eisen jumped out to an early lead 
and held on to win, 21- 1 S. The third 
game was a humdinger, with Sullivan 
diving and Dr eisen shooting all the 
way. John Devlin put his team ahead 
early in the game with several over, 
hand roll-outs from rear court, but 
Whipple and Dreisen played percent, 
age to win the game, match and cham, 
pionship, 21-17. 

Third place was a one-sided contest 
with Cutler , Baker ( disappointed in 
their semifinal loss) taking revenge on 
Don Potter and Don Huber, 21-4, 21-
9. Final standings were ( 1st) Whip­
ple-Drei sen, ( 2nd) Sullivan-Devlin, 
( 3rd ) Cutler-Baker, ( 4th ) Potter­
Huber. Consolation was won by How­
ard Walker and P aul Goldberg over 
John Cow an and Chuck Duda in a 
match that looked so exhausting that 
the spectators were sweating . Paul and 
Howard came through, 21-18, 21-10. 

and an even better day 

for Dreisen and Whipple 
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THIS STARK . WHITE, 
20-FOOT BY 40-FOOT . 
Al R-CON DITION ED 
BOX IS EMPTYING OUT 
- ABOVE ALL COSTS ­
ANNUALLY $20 ,000 . 

RACQUET-TIME IS 
BUILDING AND 
OPERATING COURT 
CLUBS NATIONWIDE . 

For those who qualify 
... A Racquet Time court 
club offers . .. Con­
venience (a turnkey 
business , professionally 
managed) .. . National 
Image ... H ighest 
Standards of Quality ... 
Proven Techniques . 

SITES AVAILABLE IN 
MOST GEOGRAPHIC 
AREAS. 

(IN A BOX) 

' ' t- - • • ••.• •. •• • ••• • •.•• ••• -- • •• • • • • .• ••• • .•••. -~ . ' . ·-. ·. ·,. 

(405 ) 372 -8655 POST OFFICE BOX 809 
STILLWATER . OKLAHOMA 74074 
'A DIVISION OF RACQUET TIME . INC . 

RACQUET Tlffll 
RACQUETBALL 



Remote control panels monitor 
court status throughout clubs 

An electronic court monitor that 
shows when a court is open-or is 
scheduled to be open-h as been intro ­
duced by Universal Fitnes s and 
Recreation Con sultants ( a division of 
Olympic Sport s Product s) , a Miami, 
Florida , based firm that is associated 
with Sports Unlimited , Stillw ater, 
Oklahoma , in supplying quality equip­
ment to court clubs. 

Pla yers regard the Monitor as the 
greatest innovation since the game was 
invented. At a glance they can tell how 
much longer their sched uled court will 
be tied up, and with th e aid of remot e 
availability panels , the Monitor exte nd s 
its information service to any part of the 
club - the lounge , locker rooms , re­
freshm ent bar, or pro -shop . 

The electronic pan el saves players 
the bother of continuously checking to 
see whether th eir court is open . . . . 
wondering how much longer it will be, 
and endless trip s from the lounge to the 
court. The con venience for any court 

Tidewater Military 
Continued from page 16 

ning. In the bottom brack et of the semi­
finals, Parker easily defeat ed Drennan, 
21 -16, 21 -8, in a warmup for the 
finals. Third place was captured by 
Drennan , in a tough three game, 8-21, 
21 -10, 21-15, victory over Mehne. 

For the first time in military racquet­
ball competition, a women's division 
was conducted and resulted in much 
interest , and some hard fought matches . 
The women's finals pit_ted 1975 Mili­
tary East Coast Champ , Helen Rios, 
USMC, Parris Island , S.C., against 
former Eastern Regional Women 's 
Champ, Patti Gurson of Norfolk, Va . 
When the match was completed, Mis s 
Gur son had won with a surprisingly 
easy 21 -14, 21-8 victory. In the semi­
finals, Miss Rios defeat ed Sue Cum­
minger , Norfolk, Va ., while Gurson 
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club is obvious, and for tournament play 
its performance is a life saver to floor 
managers. 

Both management and players have 
been plagued with keeping track of 
court time, and associated problems. 
The Monitor operates most efficiently, 
says Universal's consultants, wi th six or 
more courts . The electronic system 
registers availability, time the court is in 
use, and overtime. Electronic recording 
of these items simplifies bookkeeping, 
and is generally regarded by play ers as 
more accurate . Time, and overtime are 
recorded on digital readouts and indi­
cated by a red light on the Monitor 
panel. 

Th e operator, at a glance, can tell a 
player what courts are open, and when 
oth ers are due to be open. 

Players and court club manager s are 
familiar with the player who consistent­
ly abuses his time schedule. Although 
the Monitor can't cure him, it can do 
much to curb his abuses. It is difficult to 

defeated Judee Lyons , Norfolk, Va., in 
two well played matches. The third 
place award in the women's competition 
was captured by Cumminger, who de­
feated L yons, 21 -3, 21-17. 

In women's consolation, Lou Hledik 
of Norfolk, Va., captured top honors, 
with a 21 -14, 21 -1 5 victory over 
Marge Leach also of Norfolk. The 
women's competition added much to 
the interest and participation in this first 
Tidewater tournament, and reflects the 
tremendous growth of both men and 
women's racquetball on military bases 
around the country. 

The men's consolation tournament 
commenced with 32 entries, and was 
finally decided in a close three game 
match , 21 -6, 16-21, 21-15 ; won by 
Major Gene Elias over Major Tom 
Young. Both Young and Elias are sta­
tioned at the Armed Forces Staff Col-

argue with, or brow,beat a time clock. 
Optional equipment increases the 

effective use of the Monitor. The sys, 
tern can include an inter-com, public 
address system, control for locking and 
unlocking court doors, and a remote 
light signal to alert players their sched­
uled time has been used ( after which 
the Monitor records overtime). 

The console can be designed to in­
clude separate cont rols for lighting and 
air-condi tioning in each court-a huge 
dollar savings when courts are not in 
use, and a huge player bonus when ad, 
ditional cooling is demanded. 

The remote availability panels are 
also optional, and efficiency would de­
pend on the size of the club. Such ex­
ten sions can be placed anywhere in the 
club for easy reference. 

Detailed information on the Monitor 
can be obtained by writing Universal 
R ecreation and Fitness Con sultants, 
5885 N.W. 151, Miami Lakes, Flor­
ida 33014. 

lege, Norfolk , and are members of the 
United States Air Force . Third place 
in men's consolation was won by Petty 
Officer Kurt Heber, USN, CIN­
CLANTFLT, Norfolk, who defeated 
Ryan in three close games. 

Naval Amphibious Base, Litt le 
Creek , Recreational Services graciously 
assisted in the planning of this tourna­
ment, and reserved all three courts for 
the weekend so the matches could be 
played° without interference. Their co­
operation and assistance, as usual, was 
outstanding in all respects. Glenn Allen, 
Tom Madison and Richard Brown or­
ganized and ran the tournament. It is 
anticipated that many of the same top 
military players will meet again in the 
Fifth Na val District Racquetball tour­
nament to be held in February, at the 
Na val Amphibious Base, Little Creek. 

See Scoreboard for additional results. 

23 



r 
I 

Getting strung out ... by Steve Dunn 

Probably the most common questions 
asked by new members deal with rac­
quets. Obviously, from the way the pro 
shop is stocked, there are lots to 
choose from. 
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All r:icquets have different qualit ies 
and all react differently when the ball 
rebounds off the front wall, strikes the 
strings ( hopefully, square on the mid­
dle) and then zings back to the wall at 

Art icle and photo on this page courtesy 
the Sup reme Court's " Co urt Reporter ," 

edited by Rod Delson . Photo by H. 8 . 
Kappel ho. 

a controlled velocity and height . ( At 
least, that's the theory. ) Most common 
are racquets of fibergla ss, aluminum and 
laminated wood and graphite. 

Materials 
Aluminum: These are extremely 

dur able while still being very light and 
easy to wield. Usu ally a year' s guaran­
tee on frame breakage becau se of dur­
ability. One disadvantage is that 
aluminum is rather inflexibl e and so 
sacrifices somewhat in ball control. 

Fiberglass: Not as durable as alu­
minum but much more flexibl e giving 
better ball control. Flex allows the ball 
to be "held,, on the strings longer, 
making it more probable the ball will 
go where your arms is directing it. A 
90 ,day guarantee is the usual. 

Graphite: Both durable and flexible. 
Graphite is a more expensive racquet 
material and so can be prohibitive. 

Strings 
Ten sion : No racquet should be 

strung tightly, certainly never as tightly 
as a tennis racquet. The tighter the 
strings, the more chance that the ball is 
going to rebound too quickly off the 
strings without control. Strings should 
be no tighter than 28 pounds . Ch arlie 
Brumfield , national champ, strings his 
racque ts at 18 pounds . 

Strings: Gut strings aren't very com­
mon in racquetball. They tend to shred 
too quickly due to the excess friction 
caused by the rubber ball . A good 
nylon string such as Victor Sta-T ite is 
recommended. 

Grip 
Size is the important det erminant. 

Don't equate with the grip of a tennis 
racquet. Tenni s grips are big for one 
reason, to keep the user from "break­
ing' his wrist in guiding the ball over 
the net. In racquetball, using the wrist 
is vital to giving the ball speed . Find a 
grip that is comfortable and allows 
ample wrist movement. 

RACQUETBALL 



Take a good look inside ... 

"inside 

racquetball'' 
·,•:•.: ..... . 

i}]!!i!I ;: •·· 

ORDER BLANK 

THE AUTHORIZED 
IRA PLAYER'S 

MANUAL 
AND RULE BOOK 

paperback edition 

$4-95 
(Price Includes shipping costs) 

To Order "I 
r OS/de 
acquetba11" 

tournament~ and/or 
use this han Upp/las, 
blank. dy Order 

Please rush - postage paid - the following racquetball supplies : Mall this Order Blank with your check or money o rder to: 
..----,,-----, 

Offic ial Rules of Racquetball @ 50¢ each . . ... . . 1------1---, 

IRA Scorecards @ 2¢ each . ... . . . ...... .. . .. . 1-----1---. 

Tournament Brackets @ 25¢ each .. . ... . ... .. . -----11-------1 

Inside Racquetball (Paperback edition) @ $4.95 . ---- ..... 
Bumper Stickers @ 25¢ each .. .. ..... . .. . .... 1-----11------i 

Official IRA Patch @ $1.00 each ($6 for dozen) . . 1------1---, 

Eye guards @ $3.50 each . . . . . .. .. . . ..... . • • · ~=::==::; 
TOTAL ..... .... I ___ ,_,_ 

Please print : Name1 ____________________ _ 

Address _________________ _ 

City _________ state, ____ Zip, ___ _ 

lntern11tion11I R11cquetb11II Associ11tion 

P. 0. Box 12490 

Memphis, Tennes see 38112 
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The General Membership Meeting and Election of board 
members Is scheduled for Sunday morning, May 30, 1976. 

The annual membership meeting is often overshadowed by 
the championship tournaments, but it is at this meeting, and 
through the actions of the dues-paid IRA members present that 
leadership of the IRA is established. 

The men and women selected-by the members present­
wlll d irect the affairs of the IRA. Board members are elected to 
three year terms, with a rotation of one-third (four members) go­
ing off the board each year, and being replaced by four more . 

In some years, due to death or resignation of board mem­
bers, more than one-third of the board Is voted on by the mem­
bership. 

Although the championship tournaments are more exciting , 
the annual membership meeting (convention) Is considered by 
many as be ing of greater long-term importance . 

Welcome to 

Chattanooga 

8th Annual General Membership Meeting 
AGENDA 

HEADQUARTERS-Holiday Inn, 1-124, 
401 W. Ninth St., Chattanooga, Tennessee 

TOURNAMENT 
TICKETS 

125 rooms have been set aside on a first-come, first-served basis. Use the 
coupon on this page in making your reservation, or inform the Holiday Inn 
that you are an IRA member In order to receive the benefit of the special IRA 
rates . 

Use the order blank on this page. 
Seating on the exhib ition court is being 
sold on a first-come, first -served basis . 
The "season" ticket entitles holder to a 
permanent reserved seat at the exhibi­
tion court, and general admission to all 
o~her courts (for all days of the tourna ­
ment). The price d iscount applies only to 
those orders received before May 17. 

TRANSPORTATION-The Inn will provide transportation to and from the air­
port. 

REGISTRATION-Thursday, May 27, 6-10 p.m. at Hol iday Inn. Friday , May 28, 
all-<1ay at De Sales Harrison Racquet Center . . . . . . 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING-Sunday, May 30, Holiday Inn 
8 :30 am-Breakfast 

General admission tickets entitle the 
holder to " space available " viewing. 
Players will also have " space available " 
viewing status. 
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9:30-11 am-General Membership meeting (open to ·all current 
IRA members). 

and International Championships 
For 

HOLIDAY INN RESERVATIONS 

Mall to: 

HOLIDAY INN 1-124 
401 West Ninth 

Chattanooga, Tennessee 37402 

Arrival date _ _ _____ _ _ _ _______ _ 

No . of rooms _____ Single $14 

_____ Double $19 

No . of nlghts, _____ _..o . of person.,._ _____ _ 

Nam.._ ___________________ _ 

Address __________________ _ 

City ________ State, ____ Zip, _____ _ 

Firm name _________________ _ 

Signature __________________ _ 

For 

Ticket Reservations 

Mall to: 

IRA CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Dr. Leroy Fanning, Maclellan Gym 
University of Tenn., Chat tanooga 
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37402 

No . _____ ,$30 Season Reserved Seat; directly be­
hind back wall of exhibition court. ($35 
after May 17) 

No. _____ $20 Season Reserved seat ; facing side 
walls of exhibition court . ($25 after May 
17) 

No. _____ $10 Season General Admi ssion 
($15 after May 17) 

Name ___________________ _ 

Address _________ _ ________ _ 

Clty _____________ state _____ _ 

Zip, ____________ _ 

RACQUETBALL 
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An unexpected treat: • 
over 800 seating capacity 
Competitors at the 8th annual IRA 

intern ational championships this 
Memorial day weekend, will provide 
an initiation - a baptism as it were-of 
the newest set of courts available . At 
press time construction was still 
underway, with promise by 
the contractor that all work would be 
compl eted on or before April 10 . 

It is hard to find newer facilities 
than this . 

Alex Guerry describes the courts as 
providing some of the best spectator 
arrangements he has seen. The 
exhibition court has a full glass 
backwall , side-walls of glass from the 
four-foot level to the ceiling, and in the 
front wall a television window. More 
than 400 people can be seated about 
the main court. 

All courts provide permanent seating, 
and some of the best viewing is made 
possible by having the courts sunk four 
feet below floor level. Glass 
back-wall panels to within three-feet 
of the ceiling provides excellent 
viewing. These six courts, seat an 
estimated 75 people each . 

From the spectator's point of view 
the all glass courts are most attractive; 
from the player's point of view, those 
with no glass are preferable . The 
Chattanooga courts in the DeSales 
Harrison Racquet Center on the 
University of Tennessee campus 
provide a compromise , giving viewing 
facilities without unduly interfering 
with play . 

As the game continues to attract 
public attention, news media­
television, radio, and newspaper 
personnel, as well as fans-must have 
a means for covering the major events. 
Guerry feels the Chattanooga courts 
have been ideally designed for just such 
news coverage . . . and fan viewing. 

The building in which the 
University of Tennessee courts are 
located is an un-pretentious all metal 
building, with little in the way of 
"creature comforts." Guerry said the 
DeSales Harrison Center will be used 
98 per cent of the time for university 
students and faculty, and to an extent by 
local high school players from the 
Chattanooga area . 

Locker rooms are quite simple but 
adequate, having been designed for 
student use, rather than catering to a 
paid membership clientele, as would be 
found in many private clubs. 

The DeSales Center, on campus, is 
seven blocks from downtown 
Chattanooga, ten blocks from the 
YMCA, and nine to ten blocks from 
the main motels. 

The university gymnasium, with two 
racquetball courts and larger dressing 
room facilities is one block from the 
DeSales courts. The YMCA has four 
very fine courts and excellent dressing 
room facilities. 

The IRA invites as many members 
as can possibly make the trip to attend 
the 8th annual membership meeting 
and international championships; 
Chattanooga welcomes you! 
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Official Entry Blank 
EIGHTH ANNUAL 
INTERNATIONAL SINGLES 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Please enter me in the event checked : 

MAY 28-31, 1976 

CHATTANOOGA,TENNESSEE 

Age 

r 
[ ] 

] 

[ ] 

[ ] 

[ ] 

[ ] 

[ J 
[ ] 

as of May 28, 1976 

Men's Pro Singles ($25 Entry Fee) 

Women's Pro Singles ($25 Entry Fee) 

Open Singles (Must have qualified 
from the Regionals) 

Open Singles Qualifying Tournament -
May 27, 1976 

(A minimum of 8 places in the open 
singles draw will be filled from this 
tournament) 

Junior Singles (18 or under) 

Senior Singles (35 or over) 

Masters Singles ( 45 or over) 

Golden Masters Singles (5 5 or over) 

Women's Open Singles 

Women's Senior Singles (35 or over) 

Women's Doubles --

Name of Partner 

ENTRY FEE 

$25 Pro Event s 
$20Amatuer · Events LI M IT . One Even t except 

for wome n w here they may en ter one singles 
and wom en·s doubles ($10 Entry Fee for 

second event) 

ENTRY DEADLINE 
Monday . May 17, 1976 

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR 
Dr . Leroy Fann ing 

TOURNAMENT SITE 

6 15- 755- 4323 

Univers it y of T e n nessee • Chattanooga 

De Soles Harrison Ce nte r 

Uouglass Ave. at 4th St. 

Chattanooga . T N. 

TOURNAMENT HEADQUARTERS 
Holiday Inn 1·12 4 
401 W. 9th Str eet 
Chattan oo ga. T N. 37402 

Phone 615-26 5-8571 

. ~1"t~t.~#::i1k~J{lg#5}~~tt1t~;\f?,~t~tliit:t?.it~f~Y:~1t1.ri}l{tf!.~1f{ 

I 
-«'•'·rl '-'' ,: 

RESERVAT IO NS: Tell them you wi ll be a 
participant in th e I RA Cha mp1onsh1ps 
Special Advan ce Reserva t io n Rates . ~~~ Con_~e~t~"._t -~~~-t -~~~~•.?~ ~-~t-~~~•-~~~~~~-t. _1.~~-~~-m~~rsh~p Ca~d ~~~:: 

I 
·-i~~,\ft-.;\,u~~! ~ .. -, ... :,"'!.~·•·;,·,, ;~.; ~\~··• ;..-.::.~-...·~~,·.1-: -;....:, _. .. ,, .,.~( ·: •• ~·,:·l .. "~, .. rf.' 'i.•i-~~..,~ .... l•Jt•,1•\>'·f J:~ J.< ~ ~ 
, ...... , .•• •"' -·- • • . , -.. •• • r, • : •, '!"• •· • " • 1 • · . ~ • • • r. l. n •" • ·"'• .,. ~.,, •• ... '!, , 't. • ►.-=~ · ,.~•., •• 

I Send this page with entry fee to : 

Single - $ 14 Doub le $ 19 

BE READY TO PLAY 

I IRA CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Qualify ing - 8 :00 a.m. Thu rs., May 27. 1976 

All Singles - 8 :00 a.m. Fr iday. May 28 . 1976 

Women's Doubl es - Saturday . May 29. 1976 I 
I Dr. Leroy Fanning 

Maclellan Gym 
University of Tennessee - Chat. 
Chattanooga, TN 37402 

Make check payable to: IR A 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Dr. Leroy Fanning 

Tom McKie 

615 - 755· 43 23 or 

901 -27 4-7325 

Name (Please Print--------- ---- ------------------ --------------

Address ------------------------- --------- ------ ---------
City _________ _ State ____ _ Zip ____ _ I RA Card No. & Expiration Date ________ _ ____ _ 

Business Phone -------- ________ Estimated time of arrival ____________ __ _ Home Phone 

I hereby, for myself, my heirs, exec utors and administrators, waive and release any and all rights and claims for damag es I may have against the International 
Racquetball Association, Its affiliated clubs and their respective agents , represent atives, successors and assigns for any and all injuries which may be suffered 
by me in connection with my participation in Regional or International tournaments. 

Date ______________ Signature 
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In San Antonio ... 

Hendi •n lit the fuse 
for a racquetball 
explosion 

'"Tie pro-am tournament was more than competitio n. 
It was a rare opportunity for San Antonio residents to see 
the best possible racq uetball being played unde r ideal cir­
cumstances. 

The news media gave the tournament beautiful cov­
erage. Action was recapped daily in the newspapers . Radio 
and television crews carried the action to thousands of 
homes in the San Antonio broadcasting area. 

Bruce Hendi n has been teaching San Antonio how 
to play the game . The Pro-Tour showed them how well it 
can be played. To Hendin and his staff the IRA owes 
vast congratulations . Without his advance work the media 
would have wondered what the word racquetball meant . 
To his staff , we stress our appreciation. Taking care of, 
and keeping track of over 230 entries is a mammoth chore . 
We repeat our thanks to floor managers Jesse Reininger, 
Rick Medders, Jackie Black, and Dana Hendin. 

La Quinta West served as tournament headqua rters, 
providing shuttle service between the courts, the motel, 
and the airport. Their management and personnel were 
wonderfully attentive and cooperative. 

Prior to the official opening of the tournament, two 
days of racquetball clinics were conducted by pros Mike 
Zeitman, Charlie Brumfield, and Davey Bledsoe. Th.is 
schooling sharpened the abilit ies of newcomers to the 
sport, and heightened their ability to appreciate the fine 
exhibition of professional play the following days. 

S an Antonio, we thank you l 

San Antonio Pro -Am Tour report 

By Tom McKie ► 
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San Antonio Pro-Am 

San Antonio makes it three 1n a row for Steding and Brumf ield 

The second leg of the 1975-76 IRA Pro-Am 
racqu etba ll tour was held in sunny San Antonio, 
Texas, at th e Racq uetball and Handb all Club of San 
Anton io. Aft er three and a half days and some 300 

matches the result s were the same as they had been in 
the last thr ee IRA Pro-Ams-Ch arlie Brumfield and 
Peggy Steeling carted off th e titl es. 

Winners in other events we re Eric Campbell, 
D allas, in the men' open ; Lyn McKie , Memph is, in the 
women's open; Dr. Bud Mu ehleisen, San Diego, in 
the seniors· Dewey Stri ckland , Hou ston, in the masters; 
Mark Malowit z, Hou ston, in both th e juniors and 
"B" division; Mar k N orenberg, H ousto n in the men's 
novice; and Neysa Buckley of College Station, Texas, 
in th e women's novice. 

In the women's pro-division, Peggy Steeling was 
devastating. Anyon e who th ink s she has slowed down 
just ha n't seen her p lay lately. In the fin als she met 
Shannon Wright, w ho many consider heir to the 
throne. 

It was no contest, as Steeling came out firing. An 
n -o lead in th e first ga me led to a 21-5 victory. In the 
second ga me the fina l score was 21-16, but Steeling 
took it mor e easily than the score indicates . She was 
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hitting the ball so hard she gave Wright no chance to 
set-up, and constantly kept her off balance. 

The semifinals contained one close match, and one 
that was not. Shanon Wright and Jan Campbell, San 
Diego , staged a tight batt le with Wright winning 21 - u, 

18-21, 21-14. Campbell show ed no ill-effects from her 
recent knee troubles, and the match was nip and tuck 
until midway through the third game when Wright's 
serve forced several weak returns and she gained a 
commanding lead . 

Continued 

TOM McK IE presen ts finalist 
check to Peggy Stedlng, left , 
and Shan non Wr igh t In the 
above picture. Al the left Fred 
Brlstner makes Sted lng, Mike 
Zellman and Brumfield 
Ambassadors At Large. On the 
facing page Is pro-champion 
Brumfie ld In act ion . 
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San Antonio Pro-Am 

Two days before the tournament, his racquet broke 

Steding had littl e tro ubl e with Jennifer Harding , 
Portl and, O rego n, in the oth er semi- 2 r-12, 21-8. 
Harding play ed well throug hout th e tourn ame nt 
includin g a quarterf inal win over Jan Pasternak. 
Howev er, Steeling sim ply lominat ed the match and 
forced her th e p lay. 

Hardin g came back to gat her in the third place 
check w ith a tw o game victory over Jan Campb ell. 
Winn ing th e two fifth place checks were Pa stern ak and 
Lynn McKie (a qu arte rfin al loser to Camp bell). 

Men's Pro 
The m en's pro was not a typ ical Brumfi eld breeze . 

When asked what he was go ing to do afte r th e 
tourn am ent , he replied, "Go back to San Diego and 
practice. I'm worn out." I t was not th at Brumfi eld was 
not in conditi on , so mu ch as it was th e ever 
increasing strength of the comp etition . 

In the six pro -tournam ent - San Antonio and five 
prev ious ones-on ly on e name has appeared more 
than once in the top two fini he -Brumfield. Seven 
other p layers have made the fina ls but on ly once each. 

The surprise of th e tournament was St. Louis an 
Jerry Hil echer, who blasted his way past Schm idtke, 
Serot and H oga n to reac h the finals. Hil echer's game 
had not been what he wanted it to be late ly, so a week 
before th e tournament h e dug deep in his discarded 
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racquet bag and pu lled out his old favorite-a 1971 
Ekte lon with a blue bumper . The racquet looked as 
though it had been through several wars, and had an 
odd conf ig uration to match . But, suddenly Jerr y 
Hil echer was playing the best racquetball of his life. 

Th en, two da ys before the tourn ament, the racq uet 
broke . Somewhat skeptically Hilecher began again 
with a brand new racquet. Evidently the old racquet 
had helped him get over his psycholog ical hump, for 
Jerry continued to pl ay brilliantly. 

The finals - as the saying goes- were closer than 
the score indicates . In the first game Brumfi eld jumped 
off to a fast lead, and everytime it appeared Hileche r 
was about to turn things aro und, Brumfield would 
spurt out again . 

In game two Hil echer built a 12-7 lead . Brum 
reversed the margin , 14-12. Several innings went past 
with litt le scoring. Then , Charlie found an ace. It was 
th e spark he needed, and he soared ahead to win. 

Both semifinals were packed wit h excitement. In 
the top bracket it was a fami liar battle - Brumfield and 
Keel ey meeting for the n-th tim e. Steve Kee ley 
probably plays Brumfiel d roughe r than anyon e else. He 
came close in the fir st game , leading most of the way, 
onl y to go down 21-18. In the second game he took a 
decisive victory over Brum, 21-9. In the third game 

ERIC CAMPBELL, Randy Stafford and Mike 
Carr, above from left to right, w ith some 
earned hardware . Jerry Hil echer, at the 
r ight of the left picture receives his runner­
up check and trophy from club owner Har­
ris Sterl ing as Bruce Hendin looks o~. 
Brumf ield at their right seems to have his 
check glued to his racquet strings-ap­
propriately. On the facing page Shannon 
Wright , center, and Peggy Steding on the 
court at San Antonio . 
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San Antonio Pro-Am 

Keeley plays Brumfield tougher than anyone else 

Brumfield was back in control, and allowed Keeley but 
five points. 

The bottom bracket matched two products of the 
St. Louis JCCA. Hilecher and Hogan. Jerry Hilecher 
had been the star for quite some time, but lately 
Marty Hogan had been getting the headlines. This 
match was definitely not a quiet uneventful, 
unemotional, Sunday afternon tea party. It was·more 
like the Boston tea-party. 

The three game match brought displays of 
exceptional shooting and shouting (not always in that 
order). When it was over Marty was still the "new 
boy on the block." The match belonged to Hilecher: 
21-14, 20-21, 21-18. 

The quarterfinals provided what might be called 
three upsets and one almost. Brumfield squeezed 
past Richie Wagner , San Diego, 21-19, II-21, 21-14. 
Wagner showed his game is there with his win over 
Craig McCoy in the 16's, and pushed Brumfield hard. 
Wagner's speed and quickness on the court was 
unbelievable. 

In a rematch of the Memphis quarterfinals, 
Steve Keeley reversed the outcome, defeating Davey 
Bledsoe, 5-21, 21-17, 21-17. Bledsoe was unbeatable in 
the first game, rolling everything out. Keeley kept 
plugging along and eventually worked himself back 
into contention. In the third game, it appeared Bledsoe 
got impatient, and it cost him too many points. 

The other two quart erfinals were not nearly so 
close. Hilecher shot the eyes out of the ball to defeat 
Steve Serot, 21-6, 21-16, stunning many viewers who 
though it would be routine the other way. Hogan did 
likewise to Steve Strandemo, 21-8, 21-14, never allowing 
Strandemo much control in either game, and none 
over the match. Hogan shot, shot, shot, eithe r winning 
or losing the rally because of it. Fortunately for him, 
he won more than he lost, m the process. 

Not able victories in the earlier rounds include 
Hilecher's win over Bill Schmidtke, and Bledsoe's 
sudden awakening in the third game against Dr. Bud 
Muehleisen. Bledsoe was behind, 6-16. Abruptly he 

MARCH/ APRIL 

rattled off 15 straight points. Other early round 
victories include Randy Stafford knocking off Jim 
Austin, and Tom McKie upsetting Bill Dunn. 

Women 1 s Open 
The women's open was easily captured by Lyn 

McKie, Memphis. Except for a brief mental lapse in her 
semifinal match she swept through her games with 
little trouble. A hard hitting lefty, she defeated 
Marcilene Greer, Wichita, in the finals. Third place 
was captured by Janice Segall over Libby Bernhard, 
both from Austin. 

LYN McKIE receives 
trophy from husband, 
Tom, while In lower 
photo, Marci Greer 
receives trophy from 
club co-owner Phil 
Barshop. On the facing 
page Steve Strandemo 
warming up. 
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San Antonio Pro-Am 

A 64-man draw 1n the novice! 

Eric Campbell, Dallas, fought his way to victory 
in the men's open over Randy Stafford. It was a run 
and gun type of match with Eric still standing at the 
end. Third place belonged to Mike Carr , Houston, 
over Ed Barziza, Austin. 

One of the strongest events at the tournament was 
the seniors . Old master Dr. Bud Muehlei sen tamed 
them all, beating Jim Austin, Houston, in the finals by 
21-17, 21-9. Earlier Austin had been pushed hard by 
Jerry "the Judge" Winsberg, New Orleans, in a 
semifinal match that went 13-21, 21-13, 21-19, while 
Dr. Bud was toying with Richard Walker, Dallas, 21-5, 
21-10. Winsberg captured third place. 

Dewey Strickland, Houston , kept Jack Hood, San 
Antonio, out of the center court position and easily 
won the master's title, 21-4, 21-10. When Strickland is 
in the center court, it is hard to know what is going 
on anywhere in the court. Simon Wiederman, Houston, 
defeated Bill Reese, Dallas, 21-14, 21-12. 

An up and coming left hander from Houston 
entered both the B division and junior division, and 
swept the title in both. Mark Malowitz , with a 
powerful backhand ( all lefties have strong backhands) 
defeated fellow Houstonion, Jeff Kwartler, to capture 
the juniors, and-long after everyone else had gone 
home-triumphed over Carlos Nieves, Dallas, to win 
the B division. Another young player from Houston 
was involved in both third place matches , winning the 
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JIM AUSTIN, left, congratulates senior winner Dr. Bud 
Muehleisen, with smiling approval from Handin . 
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juniors by default over Mark Sandl er, Chicago, and 
losing the B's to Ron Meek, Austin. 

The novice division strained the score-keepers. A 
64-man draw demands a lot of writing. To climb to 
the top of a 64-man bracket takes a lot of power, and 
indicates a lot of talent. Among the promising young 
players in the huge novice class, Mark Nor enberg, 
Houston, put down Lonni e Parson s San Antonio, in 
the finals. Third was Angel Diaz, San Antonio, 
followed by Don Jensen , Dallas . 

In the women's novic e, Neysa Buckley, College 
Station, Texas, took top honors over Faith Ragow, 
Dallas, 21-7, 21-16. Kathy Kelly defeated Connie 
Karcher for third. 

PURSE DISTRIBUTION: In the m en's division, 
the pro-am paid $1,400 to Brumfield; $900 to Hilecher; 
$650 to Keeley and Hogan ; $300 each to Bledsoe, 
Serot , Wagner, Strickland; $roo each to McKee, 
Wright, Stafford, Muehleisen , Charlrson, Schmidtke, 
McCoy and Zeitman. 

In the women's pro-division, $400 went to Steding ; 
$250 to Wright; $150 to Harding ; $100 to Campbell; 
and $50 each to Pasternak and McKie. 

See Scoreboard for additional results. 

JERRY WINSBERG receives third place senior's divi­
sion trophy from Phil Barshop. 
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If you have a current address on anyone whose name is on 
this list , please write IRA Headquarters, P.O. Box 12490, 
Memphis, Tennessee 381 12. We are anxious to get them 
back on our mailing list so they can once again receive our 
magazine. Thank you for your help. 

MISSOURI 
Raymond Mayhall, Jr. 
Buzz O'Brien 
C. A. Spaulding 
Pamela M. Vogelge sang 

St. Louis 
Creve Couer 
Manchester 
Manchester 

NEW YORK 
Ron Andrea Cheektowaga 

Batavia 
APO 

Some of our members 
Terrance J. Edwards 
SPS Martin K. Skinner 

NORTH CAROLINA 

• • are m1ss1ng 
Jim Mccomas 
Peter B. Woutl 

OHIO 

OKLAHOMA 

Knightdale 
Ft. Bragg 

ALABAMA 
Lindsay C. Smith Birmingham 

ALASKA 
Cour t Kelsey An chorage 

ARIZONA 
Patr ick Ke lley Mesa 

CALIFORNIA 
Chris Brady 
Deryc k Clay 
Paul A. Crumby 
Robert D. Harmon 
Michael Keith 
Ronald Mathis 
David C. Matthew s 
Eve Morguelan 
Christopher C. Pagl ia ro 
Veronica Plu ci nsky 
James D. Russe ll 

Pasadena 
Portola Valley 

Long Beach 
San Diego 

Sherman Oaks 
Hollywo od 
San Dieg o 

Huntington Beach 
Goleta 

San Diego 
San Diego 

CANADA 
Robert Barton 
Dale Crawfor d 
Robert Dig man 
Greg Dowell 
H. C. Fiblger 
Donna G. Kraynick 
Michae l 8 . Ryan 
Murray Shapiro 

Edm o nton , Alb. 
Edmonton, Alb. 

Sherwood Park , A lb . 
London, Ont. 

Vancouver , 8 .C. 
Vanco uver, 8 .C. 
Edmonton, A lb. 

Vanco uver , 8 .C. 

COLORADO 
Daryl Anderst Denver 
Col. Robert D. Bretz Ft. Car so n 
Charles C. Hendrick s, Jr . Colorado Springs 
Barbara Leavitt Co lorado Springs 
Michael P. Nordstrom Boulder 

CONNECTICUT 
Gregg S. London West Hartford 

DELAWARE 
John R. Boyer Newark 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Ronald Bessling Washington, D.C. 

FLORIDA 
Donald L. Mill sap 
J. Kent Morris 
Norbert Musial 
Paul L. Pearman 
Darrell Radford 

GEORGIA 
John M. Erbele 

HAWAII 
John Berkey 
Jim Rigney 
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Melbourne 
Rock ledge 

Sarasota 
Gainesville 

O'Brien 

Macon 

Honolulu 
Honolulu 

ILLINOIS 
Myron E. Gomberg 
Willi am D. Jac kson 
John C. Math eso n 
Gregory Rexroad 
Thomas H. Stich 
Bill Strauss 
Don C. Wa tts 

Chicago 
Park Ridge 

Rantoul 
Urbana 

Arlington Heigh ts 
Northbrook 

Arlington Height s 

INDIANA 
Rick Wr ight 

IOWA 
Mike L. Parson 
Glenda R. Paul sen 

KANSAS 
Rob ert W . Barnett 
Glenn Freeman 
Doris Land is 
Phil Stepp 

KENTUCKY 
Bill Michael Bauer 

LOUISIANA 

Scherevllle 

Cedar Falls 
Iowa City 

Topeka 
Topeka 
Topeka 

Lawrence 

Lexington 

Max P. Boos 
Em ile J . Spalilto 

New Orleans 
Metairie 

Lind a S. Balley 
Stephen C. Dow 

MAINE 

MARYLAND 
Robert Schattner 

Portland 
Biddeford 

Balt imore 

MASSACHUSETTS 
WIiiiam F. Kearney, Jr . Boston 

MICHIGAN 
Harvey Kr ieger Warren 

MINNESOTA 
Reginald Carson St. Cloud 

Mark Hiudt 

Hal Clifford 
Tommy Evans 
K. Chico Jones 
Sam Pelliss ier, Jr . 

Cincninati 

Oklahoma City 
Norman 

Oklahoma City 
Stillwater 

OREGON 
Mitch Conley 
Chris Dinsmore 
John W . Judy, Jr. 

Beaverton 
Gresham 
Portland 

PENNSYLVANIA 
James P. O'Malley Pittsburgh 

TENNESSEE 
Mason Ezell Memphis 
Norman D. Terrell Knoxville 

TEXAS 
Gonzalo Garza San Antonio 
Hector Gutierrez Austin 
Gerald Llltrell Dallas 
Roger Metzger Houston 
Hensel Murch ison Houston 

UTAH 
Peter Pederson Logan 

VERMONT 
James T. Laplant Essex Jct. 

VIRGINIA 
James Chambliss, Jr . Blacksburg 
Stanley Rothenberg Richmond 

WASHINGTON 
C. D. Byers, Jr . 
Cpl. Chris M. Guppy 
Anthony Palmer 

Spokane 
Tacoma 
Seattle 

WEST VIRGINIA 
Bill Nlesslein, Jr. Morgantown 

WISCONSIN 
Larry I. Altman 
Mark Barton 
Dan Trost 

Greenfield 
Janesvllle 

Milwaukee 

Are you planning a change of address? 
The post office will not forward your magazine, so let us help you when 
it's moving time . All we need is your OLD ADDRESS & ZIP, plus your new 
one . 

NAMc:_ __________________________ _ 

Former Address _____________ New ________ _ 

Former City New ________ _ 

Former State New ________ _ 

Old Zi No. New 21 No. 



Columbus discovers new city champion -Don Schiefer 
The 6th Annual Columbus, Ohio, 

City Racquetball tournament was held 
at the Central YMCA February 13, 
14, 15 . Thirty players were entered in 
open and masters singles divisions. 

Last year's open champion Dr . John 
Norton of Columbus, Ohio, was eli­
minated in the semifinals by Le s Arm­
strong of Zanesville, Ohio . A new City 
Champion was crowned when Don 

Penn State racquetball schedule 
churns out fop competition 

More than 72 players paced the third 
annual Nittany Lions Fall classic at 
Penn State University 's new 12-court 
facility. Taking first place was Luke St. 
Onge, Centre Hall , Pa., who downed 
Joe Willey, 21 -14, 20-21, 21-6, in 
the finals. 

The Nittany Lion s racquetball club 
boasts over I 00 members , and sponsors 
many in-house clinics, and nationally 
open tournaments. 

Taking third place in the Classic was 
Denny Onkotz who defeated Russ 
Cooper, 17-21, 21 -12, 21 -18. 

The Classic ran true to seeding. St. 
Ong e had been seeded number one be­
fore the conte st began, and Willey was 
number two. Willey had run through 
the lower bracket without being forced 
to three games in any match. 

In the finals, Willey's only three 
game, but losing , effort, found him 
coming close to overturning St. Onge's 
tower with a win in the second game 
and a show of strength in the first. But 
Willey appeared to tire quickly in the 
deciding game which saw the match go 
to St. Onge in a fairly routine manner . 

WELCOME T□ -, nc. 
TTANY LI □N CPE 

. , 

NITTANY LION 
winner Charlie 

Garfinkel, center, 
recently won the 

fourth annual Lion 
open, and Luke St. 

Onge, right , won the 
third Lion Fall classic. 

Floor manager Jim 
Beamsderffer, left, 

pauses for a between 
tourney breather . 
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Schiefer defeated Gene Erwin e of 
Zanesville . Art Payn e retained the mas• 
ters open crown which he won last year 
by defeating Dick Fairchild of Marion, 
Ohio. 

Con solation winners were Mike 
Thom as over Leo Neff in the open , and 
John Gibbon s defeated Joe Br igmore in 
the masters. 

Sec Scoreboard for additional results. 

Desp ite the name ... 

Players s·tayed 
for both days 

By Art Redford 

December 13, 14 was the second an­
nual Redford " Honey Bucket Quickie 
Open," Tacoma, Wa shington, which 
held 65 matches the first round. In spite 
of the successfully large turnout, the 
competition was completed on three 
courts, in two days. 

Saturday's play ran from 8 a.m . until 
6 p.m. , and courts were kept hot Sun­
day from 9 a.m . until 2 p.m. Schedul­
ing was assisted by th e help of a point 
on each serve, and consolation matches 
2-3 to 15 points. 

Jeff Lar son won the open round ­
robin event, not losing a match . Each 
game loss was five points and each 
match loss was five points. All points 
scored against a player were counted. 
Larson came through with 135 points 
in the seven-round tournament. 

In the doubles , partners were drawn 
to pair class A with class C partners, or 
two "B" class partners . The games were 
a lot of run, but difficult, due to play, 
ing with unknown strengths and weak, 
nesses. A five-serve rule taken from 
ping -pong worked out very well . 

Being the only tournament other 
than the Nationals to grace the pages 
of Sports Illustrated, we were disap• 
pointed the press didn't slip in to see the 
Honey Bucket Quickie in action . Ma y• 
be they were touchy about the sponsor. 
We will admit that a few balls got in 
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the wrong can (but didn't feel that 
would offend the new s-media ), and be­
came real sliders. 

Finalist s in ord er were: Open-Jeff 
Larson, Sid Willi ams, Mike Call, and 
consolation winner Bruce Brookens . 
Cla ss C - Dave Dimitre, Marry Re eh­
er, Mike Rittenhou se, and consolation 
winner Dave Bishop. 

In the Cla ss C- Jim Wilson, 
Leonard Winchell, Joel Cohen, and 
consolation winner Jeff Bland . Double s 
- Bill L eRoy -Sid Williams; Mike 
C all-Leonard Winch ell; Jerry Hend er­
son-Mike Stephenson; and in the con­
solation, Joel Cohen -John O 'Brien . 

In fop dozen ... 

HART JOHNSON, St. Paul, Minn ., 
and one of 
the top trophies from the first annual 
USRA Ju nior National tournaments 
In Orlando, Flor ida. 

More than 90 youngsters competed 
In two age brackets-18 and under 
and 15 and under . The tournament 
was co-sponsored by R. B. Frampton 
and Champion Glove companies. 

Evans and Rentz are 1-2 in E. Kentucky's women's open 
Kay Evans, Louisville, former Ken ­

tucky state champion took first place in 
the Eastern Kentucky Women's open 
February 6,8 at the Ashland area 
YMCA . 

Evans defeated Holly Rentz, Lex ­
ington, 21-14, 21-14 . Rentz , ap­
parently then defeated the winner of the 
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elimination bracket , Diana Sanders, 31, 
2 8, to again meet Evans. ( Bracket s 
suppli ed to the IRA were not legible at 
the critical right-hand side. ) 

In the semifinals Evans downed 
Bobbie Brennan, 21 -14 , 21-14, while 
Rentz was turning back Laura Perkins, 
21 -6, 21-10. 

In the quarterfinals Evans defeated 
Lucy Bennett, Frankfort; Brennan de­
feated Judy Shirrell, Frankfort; Rentz 
defeated Mary Crockett; and Perkins 
defeated Sandy Britt, Lexington. 

Kay Evans 

GREG DOWDY, at far 
left with finalists Holly 
Rentz, center and Diana 
Sander s. Photo by Phil 
Benton,, Ashland Dally 
Independent. 
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1976 YMCA finalists, top 
row , from the left are 

Joe Wlrkus, Diz 
Kronenberg, Bill 

Schmidtke, BIii Harper 
and Mike Weum. In front 

are Gary Rivet, Jerry 
Hoff and Dan Alder. 
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Wausau-Woodson YMCA completes sixth; 
begins seventh racquetball season 

Two-time national champion Bill 
Schmidtke of Minneapolis won the sin­
gles title and combined with Mike 
Weum, to win the doubles title in the 
sixth annual Wausau Chemical -Wood ­
son YMCA Racquetball Tournament 
January 17, 18. 

Dan Alder of Milwaukee was third 
in singles, while Gary Rivet of St. Paul 
downed Wausau's Jerry Hoff for the 
consolation title. 

Schmidtke defeated five opponents 
on the way to his title. After an opening 
win over Ron Tanko of Stevens Point, 
he beat Wayne Graves of St. Paul, 21-

3, 21-5, Roger Dolato of La Crosse, 
21-12, 21-12 ,· and nationally ranked 
Dan Alder of Milwaukee, 21-18, 21, 
8. In the championship contest, he beat 
nationally ranked Joe Wirkus of Mil ­
waukee, 21-13, 21-10 . 

Alder's third place win came over 
Weum, 14-15, 15-7, 15-7. 

After losing his first round game, 3 1, 
22, to Joe Derksen of Appleton, Hoff 
earned the consolation finals by beating 
Jerry Johnson of Sawyer Air Force 
Base, 31-25, Ron Merino, also of Saw­
yer, 31, 10, and Jim Hall of Madison, 
31-2 4. He lost the final set to Rivet, 

PANEL ·MASTER® 

21-9, 15-21, 21-11. 
Randy Kerswill of Wausau lost his 

first two singles contests. 
In doubles, Schmidtke and Weum 

started out by beating Ron and Carl 
Cook of Stevens Point, 31, 7. They 
then defeated Bill Schultz and Joe Be­
chard of Milwaukee, 31-2 7. In the 
chamampionship contest, they downed 
Bill Harper and Diz Kronenberg of 
Eau Claire, 21,14, 21-14. 

Hoff and Tom Lang of Eau Claire 
lost their opening doubles contest to 
Wirkus and Bob Keenan of Milwau, 
kee, 31-24. 

See Scoreboard for additional results. 

Sweeti e s a re . .. 

For women only 
In the first, of what may be an an­

nual event, Pat DeN eui took first place 
in the women 's open " Sweeties Tourna ­
ment" organized by Mrs. Richard 
( Donna) Reinhard. 

Other finalists in the women's only 
tourney were Taffy Savard, second in 
the open; and Lynne Murdock, con­
solation winner. 

Novice division finalists were: 1, 
Marilyn Salcedo; 2, Chris Urling ; and 
consolation winner , Carolyn Grimes. In 
the Class C, Lynne took first; Sallie 
Parr, second; and Janet Dobbins, con­
solation. 

The doubles action saw first go to 
Pat DeNeui -Nancy Marti!l, Second 
was Taffy Savard-Lynne Murdock; and 
consolation winners were Janet Dob­
bins and Sallie Parr. 

THE COURT OF CHAMPIONS 
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THE FINEST COMPLETE COURT LINING SYSTEM AT ANY PRICE, AND 

NOW PRICES HAVE BEEN ROLLED BACK TO PRE-INFLATION LEVELS. 

AMERICAN SPORTSURFACING CO., INC. 
BOX 434 · VILLANOVA, PA. 19085 · (215) 687-6356 
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Ashland, Kentucky 
EASTERN KENTUCKY WOMEN 'S OPEN 

Febru11ry 6-7-8 

First Ro und : K11y Ev11ns def. V11I H11mpton , 21-
3, 21-4; Lucy Bennett def. Do tt ie Knickerb ock er , 
21- 14, 16-2 1, 21-9 ; Bobbie BrenMn def. C11rolyn 
Dye, 21- 1, 21 -9 ; Judy Shirrell def. Donna Sex to n . 
21-20 , 21-5; M11rjo rie Pol ites def. Holly Rentz , 
2 1- 16, 21-14; M11ry C ro ckett def. Brend11 Mo nt ­
gomery , 21-4 , 21 - 13; L11ur11 Perkins def. C11rolyn 
Br11tt, 21-6 , 21 -4 ; S11ndy Britt def. Eileen Ernst , 
21- 12, 21-10. 

Q ua rterfin a ls: K11y Ev11ns de f. Lucy Benne tt . 
2 1- 14, 2 1-2; Bobb ie Brenn11n def. Judy Sh i rrell, 
21-6, 21 - 19; Holl y Rentz def. M11ry Crockett 2 1-
6. 21-3; L11ur11 Perkins def. S11ndy Britt, 21 - 16, 17-
21, 21-9. 

Se mifina ls : K11y Ev""s def. Bobbie Bren n"" , 
2 1- 14, 21- 14; Molly Rentz def . L11ur11 Perk ins, 21 -
6 , 21.10. 

Finals : K11y Ev11ns def. Holly Rentz , 21 - 14. 2 1-
14. 
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Milwaukee, Wisc. 
WOMEN'S C ITY RACQUETBALL 

CHAMP IONSHIPS 
December, 1975 

CLASS A 

Q uarterfinals: P11t Schmidt def. Lor i Meyers , 
2 1-9, 2 1-3; N""cy B11illie def. Cy nthie Ander • 
son, 2 1-9, 14-2 1, 2 1-14; S11ndr11 Coffm11n def. 
B11rb Str11in, 2 1-7, 2 1- 16; Sue Bech11rd def. Anne 
J11ckson, 21 - 11, 21 -2. 

Semifinals: P11t Schmidt def . N11ncy B11illie, 
21-4, 2 1-5; Sue Bech11rd def. Sandra Coffman , 
21- 15, 21- 14 . 

Finals: Pat Schmidt def. Sue Bech11rd, 21-1, 
2 1.10. 

Third Place: Sandra Coffman def. N"" cy 
Baillie , 21-7, 21 -20. 
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CLASS B 

First Ro und : Vikki Emmerson def. P11t Lind ne r, 
21- 19, 21-4; Barb Klaese r def . J udi Mottl, 21-
18, 21 - 12; Lynn Z11fis def. P11t Peck. 2 1- 10, 21-5; 
Sue Chatterton def . Robi n J asinski, 21-6 , 2 1-9 ; 
K11ren Jakubowsk i def. Chris Frank , 21 -9 , 21-10; 
M11rge Huffman def. Sue Wells , 21-9, 21-1; Rose 
Br""denburg def. C11rrie Gingras , 21 -7, 21- 10; 
Nancy L11wrence def. Virginia Luscomb, 21-8, 
21-2. 

Qua rt erf ina ls: Vikki Emmerson def. B11rb 
Kl11eser, 21-19, 21-4; Lynn Z11fis def. Sue Chai • 
lerlon, 2 1-19 , 15-21, 21 - 11; K11ren J11kubowski 
def . Marge Huffm11n , 21-16, 2 1- 15; Rose 
Br11ndenburg def . N11ncy Lawrence , 21-16 , 10-2 I, 
21-17 . 

Semif ina ls : Lynn Zafis de f. Vikki Emmerson . 
21 - 17, 3-21 , 21 - 18; Karen J11kubowski def. Rose 
Br11ndenburg , 21-8, 21-12. 

Fina ls: Lynn Zafis def. K11ren Jakubowski, 21-
19 , 2 1-20. 

Thir d Place: Emmerson def . Br11ndenburg , 21-
11, 21-17 . 

Little Creek 1 Va. 
TIDEWATER MILITARY CHAMP IONSHIPS 

Janu11ry 16-17- 18, 1976 
MEN'S OPEN S INGLES 

Quarterfinals: Allen def . Lar kin, 21 - 13, 21- 14; 
Mehne def. Brown , 2 1- 17, 21-13; P11rker def. 
Luque , 21 - 18, 12-2 1, 21-17; Drenn11n def . Trux-
1111, 21- 16, 21-18. 

Se mifi nals : Allen def. Mehne , 20 -21, 21-19, 21-
11; P11rker def. Dre nnan, 21 -3, 2 1- 16. 

Finals: P11rker def. Allen, 21-6, I 1-21 , 21-19. 
3 rd Place: Drenn"" def. Mehne, 8-2 1, 21-10, 2 1-
15. 

WOMEN 'S OPEN SINGLES 
Quarte rfinals: Rios def. Lea c h, 21 - 15, 21 - 16; 

Cumminger def. Drenn11n ; Lyons def. Elm; Gur­
son def. Hledik. 

Semifinals: Rios def. C umm inger ; Gurson def. 
Lyons . 

Fina ls: G urson def. Rios, 21 - 14, 21-8. 3rd 
Place: C umminger def. Lyons, 2 1-3, 2 1- 17. 

MEN'S CONSOLAT ION 
SINGLES 

Q uarte rfinals: Elias def. Smith; Heber def. 
Keith; Ryan def. Gossett; Young def. Rieve. 

Semi fi nals: Eli11s def. Heber; Young def. RY""• 
13-2 1, 2 1-14, 21 - 16. 

Fina ls: Eli11s def. Young, 21 - 16, 16 -2 1, 2 1-15 . 
3rd Place : Heber def. Ry11n. 

WOMEN 'S CO NSOLATION 
SINGLES 

Semifina ls: Leach def . Bradley; Hledik def. 
Brenn11n. 

Fina ls: Hledik def. Le11ch. 2 1-14, 21 - 15. 

Ft. Devens, Mass. 
NEW ENGLAND MI LITARY 

Se niors: ( in order listed) Don Petterson, Poter 
Crummey, Joe Fenester, Robert Browne. Franci, 
Lowry, Charles Beall, Ronald G. Bourqu e, John 
LePore, Law rence Rudolp h, Edward H urley. 

Women: Syria C ruz, Laura Mc Peak, Joann 
Brumb le, Debo rah Deeney , M11xine Eva ns. 

8-Division: J oh n H ill, Jo hn Lepore, Ro n Bess­
ling, Osc11r Colvi n, D11vid C hinn, Larry Lewis, 
Max Puckett, Robe rt A nto ne , Bill L11rso n, Dre w 
L11ndrus . 

Op en: Danny Giordana, Peter Cr ummey , Do n 
Patterson, Robert Browne, Charles Beall, Ch11rles 
Vehlow, Norbert LeComple, Mike Farro, Arthu r 
Wood, Mike H owser . 

Columbus, Ohio 
City Ch a mpions hips 

Feb ruary I 3, 14, 15, 197 6 
O PEN SINGLES 

Quarterfinals: Les Armstrong def . Dr. J on 
Nor ton; Gene Erwine def. Doug Marlin; Don 
Sc hiefer def . Bob Levy ; George Geisbu hle r def . 
Dr. Rod Naro. 

Semifinals: Gene Erwine def. Les A rmstrong, 
21 - 18, 21-16; Don Schiefer def . Geo rge Geis­
b uhle r, 14-21, 21- 18, 21- 16. 

Finals: Schiefe r def. Erwine, 2 1-11 , 2 1-6. 

MASTERS 
Semifinals: Ari Payne def. Scotty Patrick, 21-

4, 2 1-8; Dick F11irchild def. Bill White, 2 1-16, 2 1-
17. 

Finals: P11yne def. Fairchild, 2 1- 11, 2 1- 17. 

Madison, Wisc. 
J anuary 16- 17- 18 

SING LES 

First Round : Schmidtke def. Tanro; Graves 
de f. M urray; Dolato def. Hall; Ne uille def. 
Sch ultz; G. Johnso n def. J . Johnson; Derkse n 
def. Hoff; Davidson def. Denn is Hinz; Alder 
def . Withrow; Harper def. Reck; Lindeman def. 
Schrader ; Bell def. Kerswill; Weum def. L11ng; 
Schmidt def. Rivet; Bechard def . Brickson; De­
Va ul d ef. Ward ; Wi rkus de f. W ilson . 

Sec ond Round : Schm idtke def. G raves; Dolato 
def. Neuille; G . Johnson def. Derksen; Alder 
def. Davidson; H11rper def. Lindeman; Weum 
def . Bell; Bechard def. Schmidt; Wirk us def. 
DeVau l. 

Q uarterfinals: Schmidtke def. Dol11to; Alder 
def. Johnson; Weum def. Harper; Wirk us def. 

Bechard. 
Semifinals: Sc hmidtke de f. Alder, 2 1- 18; 2 1-

8; Wirk us de f. We um , 2 1-9 , 2 1-3. 
Fina ls: Schmidtke def . W irkus, 2 1-13, 21-10. 

Third: Alder def. Weum . 

DOUBLES 
Firs t Roun d : Cook-Cook def. Merino -Klein; 

Rivet -G r11ves de f. Johnson -Wi lson. 
Quarterfinals: Schmidtke- W e um def. Cook­

Cook, 31 - 17; Schultz-Bechard def. Alder-Neui lle , 
3 1-27 ; Wirkus-Keen"" def. Hoff -Lang , 31 -24; 
Harper-Kronenberg def. Rivet -Graves, 31-11 . 

Se mifina ls: Schmid tke-We um def. Schultz-Be­
c ha rd, 3 1-20; Harpe r-Kronenberg def. Wirkus ­
KeeMn, 31-2 6. 

Fina ls : Schmidtke -Weum def. Harpor-K ronen• 
berg. 2 1- 14 , 2 1- 14. 
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CLUB 
DALUIS 

IT WAS (ONLY ?) third place , but V irginia Dav is' trophy in the Women 's A 
singles shows the super-charged atmosphere of the entire Cowboy open . 
With her is second place winner Jan Wilson . 

Stillwater, Okla. 
COWBOY OPEN 

OPEN SIN G LES 

First Round : Myr o n Rode rick d e f. Eddie Po lk; 
Kevin Chombliss d e f. Gory H,nkl e; Jim Be nei n 
def . Bob C hessm o re; Eric Compbell def. Kent 
T"ylor; J e rry Lin ton def. Rondy St"ffo rd; Roland 
Tre" t def. Woyne Compbell ; Tom McKi e def. 
Ken Smith; Mike C"rr def. Terr y Eichor . 

Quart erfinal: Roderick def. Chombliss, 21 - 18, 
21 -2; Compbell def. Bene in , 18-21 , 21- 11, 21-
4; Linton de f. Treot, 21-5, 21-20; McK ie def. 
Corr , 21 -7, 21-20 . 

Semifinals : Roderick def. Comp bel l. 21-8 , 2 1-
15; McKie d e f. Linton, 21 -2 0, 21-9 . 

Finals: Roderick def. Mc Kie, 2 1- 12, 21-4. 3rd 
Place : C"mpbell def. Linton , 12-2 1, 21-13 , 21-
16. 

Consolation Finals: Ho rold Youngenlob def. 
Jim Mort in, 2 1-19, 2 1-4. 

B SINGLES 
First Round : Dovid Rippetoe def. J e rry Myers ; 

Mendy K"tzmon def. Molcom Phelp s; Phil 
Stepp def. Gordon Reese; J ohn Tricke tt def. 
Ted Edwords; Lorry Curls def. So ndy McPher • 
sc,n ; Enos Stover def . J o hn Corignon; Jerry 
Brozil def. Pot Woodword; Ronold Meek def. 
Rog er Glick. • 

Quarterf inals: Kotzmon def. Rippetoe, 21-15 . 
21-10; St epp def. Trickett, 21-7, 21-10; Curts 
def. Stover , 2 1- 19, 19-21 , 21-20; Meek def. 
Brozil, 21-14 , 21-4 . 

Semifinals: Ste pp def. K"tzmon . 2 1-1 3, 21-9; 
Curts def. Meek, 8-21, 21-17 , 21-20. 

F~n,ls: Stepp def. Curts , 21-10 , 2 1- 17. Third 
Place : Meek def. K11tzm11n, 21-7 , 2 1- 19. 

Consolation Finals : C11rlos Nieves def. Arnold 
D"vi s, 7-2 1, 21- 1 I , 21-17 . 
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SENIOR SINGLES 
Quarterf inals: V. Z . L"wlon def. D" v id Dolke, 

19-21, 21-13 , 21- 13; D11ve Hessel def. J im 
Mat he son, 21- 15, 21-3; Corl Provenc e def. C a l 
Roberts , 21 - 10, 21-14; Jim Mc Pher so n de f. Pro­
vence, 21-9, 21- 16. 

Semifinals: L"wlon def. Hessel. 2 1- 10, 21 - 19; 
McPhers on def. Provence , 21 -9 , 2 1- 16. 

Finals: L11wlo n def. McPherson, 21 - 15, 21- 1. 
Third Pla ce: Hessel def. Provence, 21- 16, 21-13. 

Consol a t ion Finals: Do Ike def. Lewis, 21-17 , 
21-6. 

WOMEN'S NOVICE SINGLES 
Quarte rfinals: Lindo Guer re ro def. Jean Lehr, 

10-21, 21-20, 21-18; Sherry Runnels def. Lou ise 
Gonsoulin, 3 1-18 ; L. D. Ho rbour def. Vicki 
Collow"y , 31-18; F11ith Rogo ., def. Turlingt on, 
21 - 18, 21-8. 

. Semifi nals: Guerrero def. Runne ls, 21-7, 7-2 1, 
21 -9 ; Rog ow def. Harbour, 21 -9, 21- 16. 

3rd Plac e : Runnels def. Horbo ur, 21 -7, 21 - 12. 
I st Plac e: Guerre ro def. R11gow, 21-9 , 21-16. 
Consolat ion Final: Lehr def. Coll owoy, 2 1-3, 

21-18 . 
MASl' ER'S SINGLES 

Quart erfi nals : Joe Dorrough def. Roy Crow­
ley, 21-14 , 10-21, 21-18; Ken Denney def. Ed 
Brown, 21-5, 21-20; Ruffin def. Dir ks, 21- 15, 21-
10. 

Semifinals: De11n Lem mon def. Dorrough , 20-
2 1, 2 1-6, 21- 13; Denney def. Ruffin, 2 1-5, 21- 13. 

3rd Place : Durrough def. Ruffin, 15-21 , 2 1-11 , 
2 1-6 . 

I st Place : Denney def. Lemmo n, 18-21, 21-18, 
21-7. 

Consolation Finals: Growley def. G rul11, 21-
15, 21-13 . 

OPEN DOUBLES 
First Round: Ch11mbliss- Snip es d e f. You ngen ­

tob -Lemmon; TrMt-Mortin def. F11rley-Eichor ; 
Linton-L11wton def. Stepp-G11nn; Jobe-Aichele 
def. Collins-C11rr. 

Qu11rterfinals: Roderick -St11fford def. Com p­
bell-Toylor, 21-4, 21- 13; T reot-Mortin def. 
Chambliss-Sn ipes , 21-17, 5-21, 21-8 ; McKie­
C 11mpb ell def. Linlon-L11wlon, 21-3, 21- 11; 
Hinkle-Smith def. Job e-Aic hele, 21-16, 21-5. 

Se mifin11ls: Rode rick-Stafford def . Treo t- Mor­
ti n, 2 1-10, 21-4; McKie -C11mpboll def. Hin kle­
Smit h, 2 1- 16, 2 1-5 . 

3rd Place: H inkle-Smith def. Tre11t-M11rtin, 21-
12, 2 1-12. 

I st Place : Roderick-Stofford def. McKie­
C11mpbell, 2 1-9 , 21-20 . 

B DOUBLES 
First Round : McGint y- Fuller def. Rimmermon­

Kindlesp11iger ; Edward s-Boyne def. Hoze il-Ron­
dell ; Elling to n- Kelle r def. Ch11pmon-Myers ; 
C11rign11n-Tripp def. Sh11pack -Aronowitz ; Losik­
McM illen def . Fitzgerald-Fitzgerald; D11vis­
N ieve s def. Edmun dso n-C o n rad; S11ugsl11c-Hom­
by def. Hert-St ew ard; Brazil-Ra go w def. Ne11ce­
McMill11n; Gl ick- New comer def. C url s-McPhe r­
so n ; Trickett- Mat he son def. Brown- Tower; Meek­
Katzm11n def. Pro ve nce-H ess el; Ripp e to e- Ball 
def. Phori ss-Ruff ; Robbi ns-Oldham def. Dolke ­
Pau lin ; St o ne -AI- Sha ieb d ef. J ung -W incheste r. 

Second Round: McPherson - Mye rs def. Mc­
G inty, Fuiler; Edwards - B11yne d ef. Ellingt on• 
Keller; C11rignon-Tripp def. Losik-McMillen ; 
Dav is-Nieves def. Saugstod-H amb y; Lewis­
Brusewitz def. Br112il-R11go w; G lick-N ewco mer 
def. T ric ket I-Matheson; Meek-Katzman def. 
Rippetoe-Ba ll; O ld ham - Robb ins def. Stone-AI ­
Sh11ieb. 

Quarterf inals: McPhers on -Myers def. Edwa rd s­
B11yne, 2 1- 11, 21-2; Niev es -D11vis def. Car ignan ­
Tri pp , 21-20 , 21-5 ; Lewis -Brusewitz def. Glick­
Newco me r, 21 - 18 , 21- 17; O ldh11m-Robbins def. 
Meek -K11tzmon, 21 - 11, 21-17 . 

Sem ifinals: Niev es - Dav is def. Mc Pherson -
Myers , 2 1-1 9 . 21-11 ; Lewis-Brusewitz de f. Old ­
h11m-Robbin s, 21 - 10, 17-21 , 21-14 . 

3rd Place : McPh e rson -Myers def. Oldhom­
Robbins, 7-21 , 21-6 , 21 -17 . 

1st Place: Nieves -Dovis def. Lewis -Brusewilz, 
17-2 1, 21-15, 21- 14. 

WOMEN'S OPEN SINGLES 
Round Robin: Mo rc,lene Greer def. Pott i 

Compbel l, 21 -2 , 21-2; Greer def. Jon Wi lson, 
21-12, 2 1- 10 ; Greer def. Virgini11 Dovis, 21-7 , 
21-11; Gree r def. Groce Provence, 21-5, 21-2; 
Wilson d ef. Compbell, 21 - 10, 2 1-7 ; Wi lso n de f. 
Davis, 18-2 1, 21 -1 7, 2 1- 16; Wi lson d ef. Provenc e, 
21-2, 21- 15; D11vis def. Compbell , 21 -4, 21-8 ; 
Dovis def . Provence , 21-2, 21-2; Campb ell def. 
Provence, 21-15, 19-2 1, 21- 13. 

Final ists: l sr, Gr eer; 2nd , Wi lso n ; 3rd , D11vis ; 
4th , C11mpbell; 5th , Provence. 

MASTER'S DOUBLES 
Round Robin : Lemmon -Gru la def. Jobe-Ruf­

fin, 3 1- 13; Lowto n-Dorrough d ef. J obe-Ruff in, 
31-30; Den ney-Crowley def. Jobe - Ruffin , 31-17 ; 
Shup ock-Provence def. Jobe-Ruff in, Forfei t; L11w• 
ton- Dorrough def . Lemmon-Grul11, 3 1-30; Lem· 
mon-Grulo d ef. Denney-Cr owley, 31-19 ; Shu · 
pock-Pro vence def . Lemmon-Grul11, 31-29; L11w­
ton-Dorrough def. Denney -Crowley , 3 1-14; Law­
ton-Dorrough def. Shupock -Provence, 31-11; Den• 
nay-Crowley def. Shup ock -Provence, 3 1-20. 

Finalists : I st -L owton-Do rrough, 2nd-Lem · 
mon-Grul11 , 3rd-Denney-Crowley, 4th-Shu · 
pock-Provence, 5th-Jobe -Ruff in . 

RACQUETBALL 



Men's pro division - San Antonio 

Charlie Brumfield 
B e 
Gary Stephens 
Pete Wright 

Brumfield 

Brumfield 
21-18, 9-21, 

MEN 'S O PEN SIN G LES 

First Round: R11ndy St11fford def. J11y Se l­
linger; Charles Croft def. As hley House r; Joe 
Gibbs def . J ohn Bonde: W11yne Campbell def. 
Doug Raso r; Mike Corr def. Jim Coles; Luther 
Bernstein def. Rina ldo Gonz11lez; Kevin Meyer 

Craig McCoy 
Ed Barzizo 
Bob Lampley 
Rich Wa ner 

Wagner 21-5 1- -:::..... _______ __, 

def. Rick Gray; D11vid Mathews def. Je rry 
Friesen; Ron Pinkstoff def. Bob Ellis; Gory 
Hinkle def. Kent Taylor ; Tom Nissolke def. 
David Gouon; Ed Bonizo def . Gory Dion; Eric 
Campbell def. Jeff Kwortler; Mike C legg def. 
Brod Wolker ; Mork Auerbach def. Ken Smith; 

Davey Bledsoe 
B e 

1---=="-'-=-'------' 19-2 l, 21 -7, 21- 11 

Bledsoe 

Andy Hodges def. John J11meson. 
I Second Round: Sta ffo rd de f. Croft; Comp • 

_B_ru_m_f_i_e_d ___ bell def. G ibbs: Cor r def. Bernst e in; Hinkle def. 

21- 18 
1 

9-21 Pinks to ff ; Bonizo def. Nissolke; Compbell def. 
2 l 5 C legg; Aue rbach def. Hodges. 

- Qu a rt e rf inals : Stofford def. Compbe ll, 21-5, 

Keele 
21-17, 21-17, 

21-8 ; Co rr def. Meyer, 21-15 , 10-21, 21- 11; Bar­
zizo def. Hinkle , 21-14 , 21- 13: Campbell def. 
Auerbach, 21-1 I, 21-17. 

Eric Campbell 
Bud Muehleisen 
Steve Keeley 
Richard Cramer 
Tom McKie 

Kee le 5-21 
Se mifinals: Sta ffo rd def. Corr , 21-9, 21- 18; 

Campbell def. Barzizo, 21- 16, 21-8. ___ _,__ ______ __, 

Finals: Eric Campbell def. Rondy Stafford , 
7-21, 21-16 , 21-12. Bill Dunn 

>-'--'-'~~ _ __,21-5, 21-10 

Steve Serot 
B e 

Dave Charlson I 
_Ru_d~y_L_o_e_sc_he___ Char I son 

Bi 11 Schmidtke 
Schmidtke 

Ron Meeks 

Se rot 
21-6, 21-12 

Hi lecher 
Ashley Houser 
Jerry Hi lecher 

1-H'-'-'--'i 1-=-e-=-c-'-'-h e-=c...r'----' 2 0-2 l , 2 l - 7, 2 l - l 

Marty Hogan 
B e 

Ho an 
Hogan 

Jim Austin 
Rand Stafford 

1--S t_a_ff_o_r_d _ __. 2 l - 14, 2 l - 16 

Steve Strandemo 
Marc Auerbach 
Steve Pothos 
Mike Zeitman 

Strandemo 

Zeit man 1------~ 

Women's pro division 

Strandemo 
21-7, 21-17 

Marci lene Greer Pegg Stedin 

Third Plac e: Car r def. Bon iza, 21- 10, 21-16. 

BRUMFIELD 
21-12 ~ 21-14 

Hi lecher 
21-16, 21-16 

M EN'S SENIORS 
First Round : Bud Muehleise n def. Jim Siegel; 

John Wofson def. J im McPherson; Richard 
Walker def. Do n Sf,,rr: V. Z. Lowton def. 
Geo rge Ha ll; Jim Austin def. J oe Nunnelee; 
Joe Gibbs def. Tom Nissalke; Jerry Winsberg 
def. Ed Burfo rd; Luthern Bernstein def. C harles 
Croft . 

Hi lecher Quarterfinals : Muehleisen def. Watso n : 
21-14, 20-21 Wolke r de f. Lowton; Austin def. Gibbs; W ins­

berg def. Bernstein . 
21-18 Semifina ls: Mueh le isen def. Walker , 21-5, 2 1-

Ho an 
21-8, 21-14 

10; Austin def. W insbe rg, 13-21, 2 1-13. 21-9. 
Finals: Muehleise n def. Austi n, 21- 17, 21-9. 

Third p lace won by Winsberg over W<!!lker , 21-
12, 13-21, 21-7. 

MEN'S MASTERS 
Quarterf ina ls: Dewey Strickland def. Jock 

Brooks; Bill Reece def. Ned Ga tes: Jack Hood 
def. Bill Tonne r; S,mon Weiderm11n def. Larry 
Lambe rt. 

Semifinals: Dewey Strickland def. Bill Reece , 
16-21 , 21-19 , 21-3; Jock Hood def. Simon We i­
der mon , 10-21, 2 1-12, 21-1 1. 

Finals: Si rickla nd def. Hood. 21-4, 21 - 10. 

WOMEN 'S AMA TEUR 

Jan Pasternak J. Hardin 21-21, 21-8 
Jennifer Hardin PEGGY STEDING 

Quarterfinals: Jon ice Segall def. Shelly Arm i­
tage , 21-3 , 21-4 : Morc ile ne Greer def. Wilmette 
Soon , 21 -12, 21-17; Lyn Mc Kie def. Fa ith Re• 
go w, 21-4 , 2 1-6; Libby Bernho rd def. Linda 
Guerrer o , 12-21, 2 1- 18 , 2 1-6. 

1S~ha:=--;n;--n-'o~n~W--'--'-r-';i ~h...:..:t-1-s~. y_W~r i~h.!_t _ __, 21 -5, 2 1 - 16 
Janice Segall Shannon Wri ht 
_J_a_n_C_a...:..;m.ci=b~e:...:..1.:....1 _~Jan Cam bell 21-11, 18-21, 
L n McKie 21-14 

Semifinals: Marcileno Gr ee r def. Janice Se ­
gall , 21-19, 21 - 19; Lyn McK io d of. Lib by Bern­
ha rd, 16-21, 21-8, 21- 12. 

Finals: Lyn McKic de f. Merc ilcne Greer, 21 -
6 21-5. 

Continued 
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Rich Wagner 

San Antonio Pro-Am , cont inue d 

WOME N'S NOVICE SINGLES 

!J 

Quarterf inals: Foith Rogow def. Corolyn 
Turl ington; Connie Korcher def. Shelly Armi­
loge; Neyso Buckley def. Sue Neuslodl; Kothy 
Kelly d ef. Morgon Bresett. 

Semifinal" Foith Rogow def. Connie Korcher, 
21 - 16, 21-20 ; Neyso Buckley def. Kothy Kelly, 
2 1-12, 2 1-8. 

Finals : Neyso Buckley def. Foilh Rogow , 21-7, 
21 - 16. 

JUNI ORS 
Quarterfinals: Mork Molowih def. Andy 

Hodge s, 21-14, 21-9; Mork Sondler def. John 
Rotton, 21-4, 21-5; Larry N ilishin def. Jim Hom ­
miler , 21 - 15, 21-14; J eff Kworller def. Bobby 
Stone , 21-8, 19-21, 21- 9. 

Sem ifinals: Molowih def. Sondler, 21- 17, 2 1-
12; Kwortler def. N ilishin , 21-12, 21- 10. 

Finals: Mork Molowih def . Jeff Kworller , 2 I· 
19, 21-15. 

MEN'S "B" SINGLES 

Fi rat Round: Meek def. Stone ; Heide mon def. 
C urts; Cooper def. Miller; Sond lor d ef. G roy ; 
Mo lowih def. Brooke; Horlzel def. Ho ll ; Pink­
stoff def . Everle t ; Booker def. Cortez; Brazil dof. 
Peters; Sollinger def. Couch; Nieves def. Ars ­
doll; Ellis def. Wish; Privett def. Tober ; Nit i­
shin def. Horton; Robles def. Cooper; Goerner 
def . Milburn . 

Second Round: Meek def. Heidemon; Sond ­
ler def . Cooper; Mo lowitz def. Hortzel; Pink­
stoff def. Booker; Sollinger def. Brozil; Nieves 
def . Ellis; Nitishin def. Privett; Goerner def . 
Robles. 

Quarterfinals: Meek def. Sondler, 21 - 10, 2 I· 
14; Molowitz def. Pinkstoff, 2 1-20, 2 1- 14; N ieves 
d ef. Sollinger, 21- 10, 19-21, 21-2; Niti shin def. 
r-.nerner, 21-6, 2 1-1 1. 

Semifinals : Ma lowitz def. Meok, 2 1- 10, 21-12; 
Nieves def. Nitishin, 21-13 , 21-6. 

Final s: Molowitz def. Nieves. ( Meek, third; 
Nitishin, fourth.) 

MEN 'S "C" 
Round 5>f 16: Woodord d ef. Ferguson; Jen ­

nings def. Euzolde; Dioz def. Stone; Fredrick 
de f. Riehl ; Hirsch def . Jocob; Porsons def G. 
Jennings; Tro bermon def. Rotton; Allen def. 
Kromer; McGinty def. Rogow; Compbell def. 
Underwood; Norenberg def. Edwords; Rios def. 
Pierce; Jensen def. Moos; Brown def. Dunman; 
Noel def. O'Br ien ; Mommorello def. Goodmon. 

Round of 8: Jennings def. Woodord; Diaz 
def. Fredrick; Parsons def. Hirsch ; Trobermon 
def. Allen; McG inty def. Compbell; Norenberg 
def . Rios ; Jensen def. Brown; Mommore llo de f. 
Noel. 

Quart erfi nols: Dioz def. Jennings, 21-14, 20-
2 1, 21-11; Porsons def. Trobermon, 21-5, 21 - 12; 
No renberg def. McGinly, 17-2 1, 21-8 , 21 -10; 
Jensen def. Mommorello , 10-2 1, 21-4, 21-13. 

Sem ifinals: Porsons def. Dioz, 21-20 , 21- 17; 
Noren burg def. Jensen , 21-3 , 2 1-7. 

Fina ls: Norenburg def. Porsons , 21-6 , 21 -5. 
( Dioz, third; Jensen, fourth .) 

Clearwater, Fla. 
January 24 -25-26 , 1976 

ROUND ROBIN 

Scores, in order: Gene Gropes , I st, 186 
points, def. Stidhom, Se Ison, Troyer, Dixon, 
Whitehill; lost lo Wa lker ond Sellors. Sellars, 
185 points, def. Gropes , Zelson, Troyer , Wh ite­
hill, Wo lker; lost to Stidham ond Dixon . White ­
hill, 175 points , def. Stidhom, Zels o n, Troyer , 
Dixon, Wolker; lost to Gropes ond Sellors. 

Fourth, Dixon , 172 p9inls def. Zelson, Troyer, 
Wolker; lost to Stidhom, Gropes, Whitehill. 
Walker, 154 points, def. Stidhom , Gropes; lost 
lo Zelson, Troyer, Dixon, Whitehill , Sellors. 
Troyer, 148 points, def. Stidham , Zelson, 
Wolker; lost lo Gropes, Dixon , Whiteh ill, 
Sollors. 

Seventh, Stidhom, 140 points, def. Zels o n, 
Dixon, Sellars; lost lo Gropes, Troyer, Whitehil l, 
Wolker. Ze lson, IOI points, def. Wolker for sole 
win . Ninth ond tenth p loce positions voided by 
injuries o r absence of Brunor ond Bechord. 

Albany, New York 
Februory 7, 1976 

North Country Cluster 

Open Division: Neil Shop iro , I st; Borry Rus­
sel , 2nd; Terry Jondreou, 3rd . 

B Division: In order named-Dove Coffey, 
Albany; Rich Lloyd, Soralogo Springs; Tom 
Flynn , Pittsfield, Mos s. 

Over 40 : In orde r nomed-Moury Keroack, 
Albony; Fronk Anderson, Albony; W illiam Briell, 
Sorotogo Springs . 

Seoul, Korea 
KIRA Tournament 

Op en Singl es: Bob Alford, 1st; Charl ie Her­
roro , runner up. 

Op en Doub les: Charlie Herroro-Bob A lford, 
first ; Joe Assod -Bill Miller, second. 

Sen ior Singles: Bobb ie G ascon, first; Chor les 
Bowling, second. 

HELP 
PREVENT 

EYE 
INJURY! 

Not only can you buy the finest 
handball and racque tball gloves and 
the finest racquets from Champion, 
but you can get the ver y best eye 
prot ec tion for these exci ting sports 
from Champion, too. 

Ch
0

amp ion's MK Eyeg uard is made 
from stro ng, ligh twe ight aluminum, 
covered with soft , natural rubber 
and designed to mold around the 
eyes for maximum visib ili ty . 

Champion's MK Eyeguard reminds 
you to keep yo ur eye on t~e ball, 
wh ere it be longs, and play with con­
fidence you have never felt before. 

We don 't expect yo u to strut 
when you get on the cour t, but you 
w ill fee l "confidently " different. 

A vailable at Sporting Goods 
Stores, Athletic Clubs and your 
YMCA. 

IRA INTERNATIONALS MAY 28 - 29 - 30 . - 31 
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Eye injuries hit one in 20 
By 'Phil Smith 
Director, Health & Physical Education 

Jewish Community Centers 

St. Louis 

The JCCA in St. Louis, Mo., has 
developed a new policy concerning the 

Low Prices 
Fast Service 

EKTELON RACQUETS 

Aluminum, full year guarantee 
Schmidtke XL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $30 .95 

With cover . . . . . . . . . . . . 33.50 
Wisp . . . . . . . . . . 25.90 
Beau Mark . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.50 
Strandemo 24.50 
Rogue . . . 22.90 
(Specify rubber grip size: 4-1 /8; 4-5/16; 
4-1 /2.) (For leather grips add $2.00) 

Protect Your Racq uet With An 
EKTELON 
RACQUET COVER . . . ~2 95 

HEAVY VINYL 

HANDBAG 
. .. with nylon handle. Large enough for 
several racquetball racquets. Comes in 
cream color wltn 0IacK lett~ing. 10 
Inches w ide, 20 Inches long, 11 inches 
high . 

•1590 
I 

-~ -J '{~} -~ -

€R:eioNJf 1 
Not as illustrated 

QUANTITY PRICES QUOT ED 
Please total order, add $1 .50 service charge 

(MJnnesota residents add 4% tax.) 
These pri ces are subject to change . 
All Items In stock - Fest Delivery 

Remit to .. . 

SPORTS WORLD 
MAIL ORDER DISTRIBUTORS 

OF SPORTING GOODS 

550 S. Snelllng Ave ., St . Paul, Minnesota 55 118 
A/C 812 698-3852 

MARCH/ APRIL 

wearing of eye guard s while participat, 
ing in court sports. Beginning April 1, 
all JCCA members, guests, visitors who 
use the courts for the purpose of playing 
handball, racquetball or squash will be 
required to wear either shatterproof 
glasses or some form of acceptable eye 
guards while playing. 

This bold, forward policy to help 
enforce an imp ortant safety function is 
reminiscent of the original struggle to 
have in the rules the use of the wrist 
strap to be worn at all times by the rac, 
quetball players. 

A record of injuries to the eyes and 
the 2rea about the face near the eyes has 
indicated there is an urgent need for this 
policy. The statistical calculation during 
the year 19 7 S indicated that approxi­
mately five per cent of all the people 
who play handball , racquetball or 
squash sustained some form of eye in, 
jury. And five per cent of those injuries 
which did occur were serious enough to 
have some permanent effect, even 
though slight, such as scarring of the 
cornea or resulting in other visual prob­
lems . 

MANY OF THESE cases required 
hospital rest and individuals suffered 
great pain and loss of work for from one 
to six weeks; in a few cases major eye 
surgery was necessary. 

The JCCA in St. Louis has adopted 
a policy which accept glasses as protec, 
tion as well as a variety of eye guards. 
The action in St . Louis may well por, 
tend the necessary action for court sport 
lovers all over the country in order to 
hold down the serious outgrowth of eye 
injuries. The JCCA has hosted several 
national tournaments and none has been 
completed without eye injury. It is not 
panic time; it is time to intelligently 
consider ways and means of protecting 
individuals who are involved in court 
sports. All of us love our game and we 
would like to share these joys with as 
many people as possible. 

In order to keep court sports viabl e, 
the protection of eyes becomes a neces-

sity. If one cuts or bruises a normal 
muscle anywhere else in the body, it 
will heal and ultimately function as well 
as it did originally. The eye is different. 
A cut or bruise or scar in the eye for, 
ever deters one's ability to see. This 
most precious gift must be protected. 

Low Prices 
Fas_t Service 

LEACH RACQUETS 

Glass filled (90-day guarantee) 
Swinger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $15.00 
Bandido . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17.90 

Aluminum . Full year guarantee 
MAG I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $23.95 
MAG II . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . 27.50 
MAG IV . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29.95 

BALLS 

Vlttert V-77, dz. . . . . . . . . . . . . . $12.00 
Seamco 558 or 559, dz. . . . . . . . 11.00 
Seamco 558 or 559, 6 cans, 2 ea. 13.00 
Voit Rollout, az. . . . . . . . . . 14.00 
Volt Rollout, 2 doz . . . 26.95 

PRO-GLOVES 

Champion 610, L.A., Reg., Kg., 
Sup. King . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 4.25 

Saranac 70 L.A., Small, Med., 
L, and XL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.25 

EYE GUARDS 
Champion MK, Rg . . .... .. .. . . $ 4.75 
Pro-Tech . 5.25 

Plastic Bubble,. ,$3,50 

When ordering, combine 
Items with those from 

facing adv. 

QUANTITY PRICES QUOTED 
Please total order, add $1.50 service charge 

(MJnnesota residents add 4% tax .) 
These prices ore subje ct to change . 
All Items In stock - Fest Delivery 

Romltto • • • 

SPORTS WORLD 
MAIL ORDER DISTRIBUTORS 

OF SPORTING GOODS 

550 S. Snelllng Ave., St. Paul, Mlnn-■ota 65118 
A/ C 812 698-3352 
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APRIL 

2-3-4: IRA REGIONAL TOURNA­
MENTS. 

16- 18: South Bend YMCA Open tou r­
nament. Men & Women 's divisions . Con ­
tact Ron Anders on, 2 19-2 33-6273, 
120 I Nort hside Blvd., South Bend , Ind. 
46615 . Six courts; three with glass walls. 

23-25: "Holiday in Dixie " Racquetball 
Tourn ame nt, Central YMCA , Shreve­
p ort , La., co ntact Ch uck Cr oft. 

29-May 1-2: Western region, Cana­
dian Regionals, Edmonton C ou rt C lub. 

30 -May 1-2: Eastern re gio n, Canadian 
Regionals, C ote De Liesse Racquet Club , 
8305 Cote De Liesse Roa d , Montreal , 
Quebec . 

30 , May 1-2: 4th Annual Idaho State 
Open singles and doubles . Deadl ine 
A p ril 2 I, contact Bob Peterson (208-
375-8966) or Mike Thomsen (208-344 -
550 I). $15 first event; $ I 0 , seco nd. 

30 , May 1-2: Minnesota State Cha m­
pio nships , Rochester. Contact Fred Dan­
field. 

Continu ed from page 3 

a ma te ur-keep up the good work . We 
love and enjoy you r performances. 

Anne Hilecher 
St. Louis, Mo . 

(Editor's note: Mrs. Hilecher is wife of 
the Missou ri State Chairman. an officer 
in the SOMRA-State of Misour i Rac­
quetball Association - and mother of 
pro-player Jerry Hileche r.) 

• We want st atesside racquetballers to 
know of KIRA and KATUSA. KIRA is the 
newly crea ted Korean Interna tional Rac­
quetball Association, and KA TUSA re­
fers to Korean soldiers assigned to the 
US Army . 

W e comp leted o ur fir st tournament in 
the Eighth Army gym at Seo ul, and 
would like for the results to be included 
in th e IRA Scoreboard. Racque tball is a 
growi ng sport here, and our Korea n sol-
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MAY 
14-16 : Annual Patterson O pen, Patter ­

son, N.J .. YMCA. Contact Fred Rizzo. 
28-31: IRA SINGLES CHAMPION­

SHI PS, University of Tennessee at Chat­
ta nooga : and 8TH ANNUAL MEMBER­
SHIP MEETING, Holiday Inn, Chat­
tanooga , T n. , Sunday , May 30. 

JUNE 
4-5-6: Cleveland , Ohio. Ohio Rac­

quetball Association State champion­
ships. Back Wall Racquetball C lub, con­
tact Don Nelson or Ja ck Stones , Cuy a­
hoga Falls YMC. Cuyah og a Falls, Oh io 
44221, 216-92 3-5223. 

JUNE 
18-20: Annual three wall schedule 

changed to July 2-3-4. 

JULY 
2-3-4: (NEW DATE) Annual three -wall 

nat ionals. Orange Coast Colleqe. Write : 
Barry Wal lace , 2701 Fairview Rd. , Costa 
Mesa, Ca. 92626 . 

16- 17-18: Edina, Minn. , King 's Court 
Aquatennial racquetball tournament . 
Write Tuck Peterson, 700 I Cahill Rd., 
Edina 55435 . Phone 612-941 -6391 . 

diers show a strong intere st, and in ­

creasing ability. 

Bob Alford 
Seo ul, Korea 

• A se rious gaffe, slip of the proo f­
reader . etc .. was committed in the letter 
abo ut Roy Moa ts' Valley of th e Balls. The 
word illegitimate was supposed to have 
been crossed out. Marked off. Elimin­
ated . 

The lette r wou ld t he n have read, illiter ­
son of etc., which was to the po int , 
thouq h obv iously in jes t. 

We apologize for not having made the 
correction, e limination, and crossing out. 
We do o ur be st to avoid such errors, but 
no matter how many t imes we read and 
re-read, some mistakes slip past. 

Editor 
Sti llwater, Oklahoma 

AUGUST 
5-6-7: Chene y & Spo kane. Washington 

- Third Wor ld Racq uetball Champion­
ships tourney. Pat Whitehi ll or Thorne 
Tibbitts, d irector of R.P.A. , Eastern 
Washington State College, Chen ey, Wa. 
99004. 

rxrB 
NAT IO NA L COUR T CLUBS ASSOC . 

4101 Demps ter St. - Skok ie, Ill. 60076 
Mor t Leve, Exec . Di r. - (312) 673-4000 

FULL COVERAGE 

REPORT OF 5TH 
SEMINAR - DEC. 12-14, 1975 

Report on racquetball/ handball court cl ub bus i­
ness . . report book l et in c ludes inform ation on 
con st ruct ion meth od s, financing, products, pro­
mot ions, court c lu b structures . Report booklet 
is inc luded w ith indiv idual membersh i p in NCAA 
throu gh 1976 for Sl0 . Send ror your copy today . 
Make c hecks payab le to NCAA . 

Name _ __ _ __ __ ____ _ _ 

Add ress _ _ __ ___ _____ _ 

City ____ _ _ __ ___ __ _ 

State _ __ __ _ Z i p, ____ _ _ _ 

• At t he Maryland state d oub les tourna­
ment , special thanks should go to Nan cy 
Whipp le and Tess Co llison for pr epa ring 
the banquet , a nd to Fre d White and Mel 
Go ldstein for tak ing 'charge and doin g a 
fine jo b officiatin g. 

There were some side lights , ma king this 
event diffe rent from many sta te tourna­
ments : a between- matches ba ckgammon 
contest was held , with Mike Komack 
taking the title . J ohn Joynor spra ined 
both wrist s-w hic h "fr iends " say im­
proved his game . 

We misse d t he compe tit ion from t he 
Towson YMCA whose players were side­
lined during t he tournament. 

Host for the event was the layer's Clu b, 
a new t hree -court facility abo ut 12 miles 
west of Washingt on, D.C.. com plete 
with saunas , tele vision lounge area, and 
pro-shop. 

Tom Whipple 
Gait her sburg, Md . 
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Davey Bledsoe is the eldest of the youngsters who have been making 
their presence felt at the top of the racquetball world. A 24-year-old resident of 
Memphis, Tennessee, Davey has shown promise ever since he switched from 
paddleball to racquetball, three years ago. 

However, for two years he never seemed to win that one match that 
would push him over the hurdle and up toward the top. 

A year ago in the Tanner Pro-Am at Memphis, he finally got that vic­

tory. Playing stunning racqeutball, he defeated Charlie Brumfield, 21-14, 21- 5. 
He was on his way. 

In this interview the old-young pro, or the young older-pro, shares his 
feeling s about the game, some of its top players, and what he sees for the sport's 
future. 

By Tom McKie 

McKie: Davey, I don 't think many racquetball fans 
really know much about Davey Bledsoe, where he's from 
. . . I-low he started playing? 

Bledsoe: I grew up in Kingsport , Tennessee, which is in 
the northeast corner of the state . . . went to school at the 
University of Tennes see, Knoxville , and this is where I 
picked up the game. Actually I started with a paddleball 
group. Ray DePue and Andy Koser , who is one of the 
originators of paddleball, started me at the four-wall game. 
I played in two national tournaments and managed to get 
to rounds of eight both times . 

After that I switched to racquetball. I think that is 
when everyone made the change , and paddleball fell to the 
wayside. 

McKie: What kind of athletic background have you? I 
assume you played other sports? 

Bledsoe: I was fairly active in high school, but in college 
the only sports I took part in were in the intramurals. All 
the intramurals, and was proficient in most . In high school 
I did well in track . I was a distance runner , and ran the mile 
when I was in the ninth or tenth grade in 4 minutes, 38 
seconds. 

McKie: How about other racquet sports-other than 
paddle ball? 

Bledso: No , although I took six weeks of tennis while in 
high school, but that is it . 

McKie: You have really come along this last year, 
Davey . Before this year, you had played well, but it seems 
that suddenly something has changed. You are considered 
as one of the top players in the nation . Is there any par­
ticular reason that your game has improved so much in such 
a short time? 

Bledsoe: It only appears sudden. Actually it has been a 
gradual progression. A combining of several things. Prob­
ably the most important one thing that has happened in the 
last year or so, was the entire summer spent practicing in 
what I call "static time" on the court. I would go into the 
court and practice one particular shot . Instead of practicing 
ten or fifteen different shots in thirty minutes, I would spend 
all of that time on one shot until I got proficient at it. 

McKie: You spent all summer playing and practicing? 

Bledsoe: Except for one day of lying in the sun, I spent 
almost the entire time in the courts, working, playing, prac­
ticing, and most of the time by myself. That's one reason 
I've looked like a ghost all fall, while everyone else was 
tanned. 

At 1 7 he could run the mile 
in less than 5-minutes; 
seven years later 
and he's still running 
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McKie: When a player reaches top-level competition he 
must have developed a sound, all-around game. But, there 
are certain parts of it that he feels are stronger than others. 
In analyzing your own game, what would you say are your 
strengths? 

Bledsoe: My basic strength is my speed, of course. That 
is what everybody seems to think. However, this can be a 
disadvantage as well as an advantage. If you rely on speed 
you sometimes don't think and concentrate as much as you 
should b ecause you · know you can get there and so it can 
work against you as well as for you . I think Dr . Bill King 
was very instrumental in pointing this out to me. We used 
to play regularl y when he was here in Memphis. I remem-

Davey Bledsoe , left, and Tom McKie , 
discuss the sport, 

Brumf ield, player attitudes , the game 
and Davey 's future in it . 

ber when I had beaten him. I had really concentrated , 
thought well, and consequently hadn 't had to retriev e as 
many balls . But when I came off the court , I didn ' t feel I 
played all that good, and told him so. " On the contrary ," 
King said, "You were playing the best I've seen you do in 
quite a while." In other words, I was judging my game 
more on agility than ability. 

McKi e: And like you mentioned, it take s a lot of con­
centration when you are actually in the game. 

Bledsoe: Right. You have to concentrate . You hav e to 
think . You can't rely on your retrieving ability, your speed, 
or your strength to hit the ball hard . 

Given the choice between 
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McKie: You have been pla ying now for a coupl e of yea rs 
in professional tournaments. What clo you think the future 
of professional racquetball is? 

Bledsoe: I think it is down the road as far as we want it 
to be. I th ink it can com e into its own an y tim e we get 
down to bu siness as far as really concen trating on promoting 
it- not on ly as a bu siness, bur for the sport itself . The pros 
and the promoters need to give more of ourselves , instead of 
concentrating on the profit end of it, in order to expo se the 

sport to the public . I think too man y of us are getting in­
volved in the profit end of the bu siness. We want to make 
big money and make it fast. We're not look ing at what is 
best for the sport itself. 

MsKie: You pretty much answe red my next que stion ­
what else does profe ssiona l racquetball need? 

Bledroe: It needs better facili t ies. It needs some people 
working hard for it . I think it need s a cooperative effort. I 
feel many peop le are going the wrong route. Going back 
to what I said earlier, the y are too much concerned with 
their profit and their money . 

McKie: By everybody, you are talking about promoters, 
players, industries, and club s? 

Bledsoe: Yes. I don 't think we ha ve a single body. We 
have communication s within the IRA , but I don 't think 
efforts of all groups concern ed arc being channeled toward 
one common goal. W c need to establi sh a common purpose 
in order to accomplish anything. 

McKie: Ever ybod y has trouble playing Charl ie Brum­
field, and no racquetball interview would be complete with­
out discussing the top pla yer in the game. What do you 
think make s Brumfield so tough? 

Bledsoe: Charli e chew s up young players-and I include 
myself here - because so man y of us have one basic 
strength , and one basic game. Charlie , on the other hand, 
has several. I don't really know how many . H e might not 
even know. 

He is tough because of this. Of course, he is a great 
athlete. But along with physical ability, he is a thinker. 
When one game isn't working, Charlie can turn on another. 
If you think back on the players that he has met in the finals 
of recent tournaments, it is as though one top young player 
will emerge to challenge Brumfield ... be defeated .. . 
and another will emerge in time for the next tournament . . . 
but never the same one. 

McKie: In addition to Brumfield, who gives you the most 
trouble? 

Bledsoe: I think it is the hard hitters , and the people who 
gear toward the same kind of game I play . Say Serot or 
Hogan . If I play either of these two, it is going to be physi­
cal-very physical. 

McKie: Whomever is the hottest will win? 

Bledsoe: Right. And that is why you may either see a 
tough, close, three game match, or you might see one of 
them blow the other off the court . 

McKie: What other interests have you besides racquetball 
-hobbies, career ambitious .. . 

Bledsoe: As you know, I am interested in medicine. After 
obtaining my bachelor 's degree in biology ( McKie's note: 
Bled soe graduated with honors in this field), I intended to 
go on to med school, but for the present, this has been set 
aside. 

Right now I am so involved in the sport of racquet­
ball , not just profes sional play , but the entire spectrum, that 
I have no other time -consuming interests. To me the game 
is a challenge. I want to see it promoted. I want to see it 
grow and become as recognized, say, as tennis. 

McKie: Some of what we call our "stars" have personali­
ties that become very evident in display on the courts. Do 
you feel this type of color is good for racquetball? Bad for 
the game? Needed? 

Bledsoe: I know what you mean . Given the choice be­
tween vulgar excitement and sterile monotony, there is but 

vulgar excitement and sterile monotony 
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one answer. But, I think we can have excitement and color 
without licensing bad taste. 

Professional pl ayers are on exhibit . In this way we are 
showmen, and it seems that fans get a kick out of seeing and 
hearing the off-handed, candid, lurid , exclamations that are 
a natural part of all -out effort. I do not think they are 
offended. In the heat of a tough battle , the raw , emotional 
side of a man will come through . I feel this is important to 
the sport . 

At the same time I am saying this, I recall the tourna ­
ment that I just returned from. I wa s very discouraged in 
the fact that many of the professionals are using what I feel 
is too much profanity . 

Most of the time their comments are as funny and en­
tertaining to me as to anyone else, but I also heard some of 
the remarks from the fans who had sat there listening to the 
cussing, and know many of them didn ' t like it at all. We 
can't afford for people to look on us as a bunch of bar ­
barians . 

McKi e: In other words, showman ship is good for the 
sport , but it ha s to be something that is in good taste as 
well? 

Bledsoe: You don 't want to subject your wife, kids, boss, 
friends or other guests to a couple jokers yelling profanities 
back and forth . It is embarra ssing . It isn' t necessary. It is 
hard to control your emotion s, becaus e you do get all 
wound up. All your attention is within that court, and you 
forget there is anyone else in the world , let alone a crowd 
of people with ears as well as eyes. But , as professionals , 
concerned with a paying audi ence, we mu st remember. We 
must make an effort to remember . 

McKi e: Do you feel the tournament personnel need to do 
a better job laying down the law on this? 

Bledsoe: I believe this is true . The IRA instituted a tech­
nical foul, but I have yet to see it called. I think excessive 
profanity is one instance where it should be used. Auto­
matically. 

''I'd work an hour 
on one single shot 
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McKie : Davey, the trend to some extent for the gµy who 
wants to be number one has been , "If he didn't grow up in 
San Diego, he should migrate to San Diego ." Do you feel 
this is necessary? 

RACQUETBALL 



Bledsoe: The first thing to consider is why do the people 
go there? I think it is because some of the manufacturers are 
there for one, and two there is good competition. We need 
good competition. If you are in an area where there is little 
competition it means you have to work harder on you r own. 
You're going to reach a level, especially professional, where 
you don't need competition as much as you need individual 
attention to your own game. Like I said earlier, "static time" 
on the court . Until you get that good you do need compe­
tition. It just depends on the individual. If you can analyze 
your own mistakes and work with yourself well. A lot of 
people say they don't like to go into the court and 
practice by them selves because it is boring. They would 
rather compete. You have to sacrifice a willingness to com­
pete and maybe a willingness to beat Joe Blow who you 
play every day ( becau se you don ' t want him going out tell , 
ing people, well he beat Bledsoe today). You can't worry 
about that. You have to say to yourself, "All right, I am 
working on a particular part of my game and who w ins in 
practice is not important." 

McKie: This is something we probably shou ld emphasize 
at all levels of play and not just the top player. You can 
get in a court and you can play to win and you may win 
but may not improve your game at all. You have to practice 
the things that you don't do well and when you are trying 
to win you only use the things that you do do well. 

MARCH/ APRIL 

Bledsoe: Yes, that is exactly right. I think to find any im, 
prov ement you need to concentrate on a particular part of 
your game or a particular type of game . When I first started 
at the University of Tennessee with Randy Stafford, we 
used to go in the court and play ceiling ball games. This 
helped our ceiling ball rallies considerably and you have to 
make up little gimmicks to entertain yourself or you will be 
bored. It takes a lot of discipline though, to rule out the 
competitive effort every time and practice. 

McKie: When it's a back hand shot you hit a back hand 
shot instead of running around to your forehand? 

Bledsoe: Yes, and this is what I teach when I am giving 
lessons . You can't improve something unless you use it, and 
I find that most beginners will run around to hit around 
that forehand every time. What they have to do is mentally 
convince themselves that they love to hit backhands and 
once they convince themselves of that they will start run­
ning around forehands to hit backhands. When they start 
doing that they have equalle d it out. 

M cKie: Y ou'II be in Chattanooga Memorial Day week, 
end? 

Bledsoe: I'll be there . Will you ... ? 

This season started slowly for Davey Bledsoe, fol­
lowing a shoulder separation in the summer (playing 
softball), but lately he's been razor-sharp. In his last 
five pro-~ournaments he has earned his way to the semi­
finals four times, and to the finals once. In a year when 
competition has been so strong that top players from 
last year are not always making it past the round of 
16, Bledsoe's record is outstanding. 
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the 'Gar' 
the best player on the eas coast 
A mistake was made in ashing Garfinkel for his selection of 
the best player on the east coast . .. when he was ashed to 
write a story on his selection, he said that would appear im­
modest. So, with liberal quotes ... 

Charlie Garfinkel, also known as 
"the Gar," has accepted the nomination 
of being Buffalo's finest all-time rac­
quetball player, and perhaps even the 
best player in the history of the east 
coast. Sources for the nomination have 
not been named, and, therefore, have 
not been polled. Later, some may wish 
to pole them. 

Racquetball magazine readers have 
been known to wonder about the Gar's 
penchant for writing . He comes about 
it naturally, which it is one of the few 
things Gar takes seriously. 

Garfinkel is a Reading Resource 
Teacher at School 80 in Buffalo, has 
his master's degree in School Admin­
istration, and about 20 hours graduate 
work on his doctorate. He is married to 
the former Leslie Kwasman , has two 
children, Bradley, age six, and Adina, 
age four-and-a-half . 

Those who associate Gar's name with 
racquetball will be pleased to know he 
does something besides play and report 
the play of others-some of whom do 
nothing but play, and read what Gar 
reports. 

Gar is a graduate of Buffalo State, 
where he was in the men's glee club 
( he says) and the Acapella choir. He 
was known then as a sort of "poor 
man's Henny Youngman." Buffalo still 
claims him, and in 1971 he received 

' the Amateur Athlete of the Year Award 
from the Buffalo Athletic Club. Bob 
Lanier and Calvin Murphy had won it 
the year before. 

Last year he received the Dis• 
tinguished Alumni Award from Buffalo 
State. 
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Racket and racquet sports have been 
an obsession with Garfinkel. He plays 
tennis, squash and racquetball-excell­
ing at all three. In racquetball he has 
ranked 5th, 10th, 7th and 8th, nation­
ally from 1971 through 1974. 

In a national poll , he placed 11th on 
the list of all-time players ( which was 
headed by Brumfield and Schmidtke, 
both of whom he has beaten at one 
time), and ranked 7th in the category 
of "Smartest Players" on the court. 

Gar says he is prouder, however, of 
his fourth place ranking in the "Sports­
manship" category . . 

When asked about games that stand 
out in his memory, Gar said perhaps 
one of the games-not necessarily his 
greatest-was the one with Victor Nie­
derhoffer, the three-time world squash 
champion. "It was a gruelling chal­
lenge-match, and as Niederhoffer show• 
ed at St. Louis later in the year, he is a 
player to take seriously ." 

Gar won the game, but then, as he 
points out, he "can beat anyone if I am 
playing well, hitting my sidewall shots, 
hitting my controlled shots, and am in 
condition. If I had started playing this 
game before I was 30, I have no doubts 
that I would rank myself ( who else) in 
the top five of all time." 

Charlie Garfinkel's humility just 
grows and grows. 

In local competition, the Gar has 
won the City singles title the past nine 
years. In doubles, he and his partner, 
Chuck Wurzer, have won the City 
Doubles the past six years, and the New 
York State doubles the past five out of 

six years . Nationally , they finished third 
in 1971. 

At one time or another, the Gar has 
won almost every sinbles title offered on 
the East coast. 

In tennis the Gar is a two time Na­
tional Parks Doubles champion ( with 
the Reverend Bob Hetherington ) and 
has won th e City singles four times . He 
has been co-winner in th e city double s 
competition ten different years . 

In 19 70 Gar played an exhibition 
tennis match with Wimbledon cham­
pion Arthur Ashe . Gar says, "Arthur 
played like Arthur, and I played like 
his brother, jack ... " 

In 1969 Gar won the City Squash 
championship, and is the only person 
to date to hold the city title in all three 
racquet sports the same y~ar. 

"Racquetball is my game," Gar says. 
"It is a great game. I love to compete 
and to stay in shape . By playing rac­
quetball I can do both. There aren' t 
many sports that do that." 

Fortunately, Gar has an understand ­
ing wife, for between his profession, 
work on a doctorate, and racquetball, 
his kids must sometimes think his name 
is "bye-bye." 

The Gar admits he sometimes goes 
too far with his love of sports. "Even on 
our honeymoon, I played in a ping• 
pong tournament at the resort where 
we were staying." Naturally, he won 
that too. 
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that 
Introducing a racquetball 

will top any ball you've ever pla,ed. 

AMF Voit 
is rolling out its 
ho t n ew Roll 
Out ''' racquet­
ball. 

Here's an 
I .RA .-approved 
ball that wil1 
out -boun ce, 
out-rebound, out-perform any ball 
aro u nd . 

Prove it to yourself with a good 
old -fashioned drop test. Those extra 
inches of bounce promise the liveliest 
game you've ever played. 

But th e Ro11 Out is more than 
just a hot ball. For one th ing, it 's m ore 
accurate because it's ro under . Hold it 
up against the ball you've been using 
and you'll see the difference imm edi­
ately. Other ba ll s tend to bulge at the 
"poles" which makes th em bounce 
errati cally and wobble in flight . Which 
can mess up your best shots . 

The Roll Out b all, on the other 
hand, is formed in precisio n molds 
which produce n ot on ly a rounde r but 
also a better balanc ed ball because the 
wall thickness is more uniform . 

The result is a precision ball 
that lets you play your very best game. 

The Roll Out is also tops in 
durability. Super strong seam con­
struction virtually eliminates the 
major cau se of ball failure . 

Exh austive comparison test ing 
proves the point. Using a modified 
pitching machine set to deliver balls 
at 90 mph against a concrete target, 
we measured the failure r ate of the 
Roll Out ball against two versions 
(gr een and black ) of the most popula r 
ball in use today. The results were 
outstanding: after 500 repetitions , 81 

percent of the green balls had broken. 
And th e black version was jus t 
slig htlY better with a failur e ra.te of 
56 percent. 

By compar ison , only a scant 8 
percent of the Roll Out balls failed 
p r io r to 500. Conc rete proof that the 
rugg ed Roll Out ball"will be around 
long after the other s have split . 

'lb put our great new ball into 
play, there's also a complete line of 

AMF Voit Roll Out racquets and 
accessories. You'll fi nd the same top 
quality built into our aluminum and 
fib erglass racquets , racquetball bags 
and racquet covers. Plus pro-quality 
shorts and shirts for on-the-court 
comfort and distinctive good looks 
wherever you go. 

Give the game your best shot 
with Roll Out. A great new top per ­
formance ball. .. and a top-notch line 
of equipment. All designed to bring 
out the best in you. 
AMF Voit , 3801 South 
Harbor Boulevard, Santa 
Ana, California 92704 . Voit 






