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Gordon Kelly not only just
turned fifty-five, but he may
be the new youngster in his
age bracket to beat. Gordon
moved through the draw
smoothly and before you
knew it, he was defeating Lee
Graf of Washington in the
finals 11-7, 11-5forthe Gold.

This very popular World
Senior’s Invitational, is held
yearly in New Mexico. This
year’s total draw wasupwards
of 300 age group players.
Gordon has been playing
most of the summer and he
was very sharp as he entered
the very popular seniors
round robin event.

Laura Patterson also played
very well in finishing second
in the 40+ division. Ciee
Melvin and Lynn Hahn quar-
ter-finalists in there respec-
tive divisions and Bill Ifughes
of Muskegon also had a very
good tournament. Peqgy
Shaw and Stephanie Roscia
also made the quarterfinals

in their respective events.

Of the 370 players attend-
ing the tournament, nine of
them made the trek from
Michigan.

s A

OUR APOLOGIES

In the lastissue of The
Racquetball Reportes,
we incorrectly listed
the winner of the State
Singles 50A division,

The 1994 Champion is
Art Murphy.

Congratulations Art!

We are sorry
for the error.
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The Racquetball Reporter is pub-
Hshed quarterly Dy the Racquet-
ball Association of Michigan
(RAM). Addifional supplements
are distibuted twice yearly. Infor-
mation and articles are submil-
ted by individuals and clubs and
do not necessarily reflect the
view of KAM. The Racquetball
Reporter welcomes information,

\ otos and letters for publica-
1994 STATE DOUBLES . Adertising rtes ave avais
CHAMPIONSHIPS Zféie”ii‘éii‘i”;ﬁgfé’fi’fmﬁ
DEC 3 & 4TH Ken Bonnett
Christopher Cole
Rick Crawford
ONE ON ONE ATHLETIC CLUB Manta Rabeich
ANN ARB OR Lou Ellen Fecher
N y,
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Racquetball One
Tournament Series
prepares for 1995

RACQUETBALL ONE'S
PETOSKEY STOP
MUCH MORE THAN RACQUETBALL

For the sixty plus players who {raveled to beautiful Pe-

Racauetball
One’s
Petoskey
Winners

Oct. 7-8,1994

toskey October the seventh, the weekend was full of Men's A
fun and lots of RACQUETBALL. The round robin play 1st  HalRosenberg
event gave everyone all the workout they needed, and 2nd  JJoe Mullin
the great hospitality of the National Health and Rac-
quetball Club mended all the sore muscles. Plus, the Men’s B
Saturday evening patrty at the Flying Dutchman was 1st  Chad Yisgar
the most fun I have seen players have in a long time. 2nd  Richard Knoli
All the players I talked with said it was all worth the
long drive. Check your calendar for 1995. Results are Men's C
listed this page. 1st  Dwayne Griffin
2nd  Jeff Weiland
RACOQUETBALL ONE’S FOURTH STOP
-MOVED TO ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN Men's D
1st  Eric Hoshield
The January 27-29th, 1995 Double elimination stop 2nd  Stan Kurzman
#4 has been moved from the Grand Blanc Court Club
to Ann Arbor. It will be held at the One on One Ath- Men's 35B
letic Club in Ann Arbot, site of the State Doubles 1st  BurtHines
Championships. Please make this change on your 2nd  Gary Cimballa
calendar! Entry forms will reflect the new change.
Matches will conclude early Sunday afternoon so ev- Men’s 45A
eryone can be home for the 6 pm SuperBowl! ist  Bob Gravelyn
2nd  Mike Stephens
RACQUETBALL ONE'S HOLIDAY EVENT
SET FOR DECEMBER 2-11 Women's Open
I GRAND RAPIDS ist  Janetinkso
2nd  Melody Gorno
Shop in beautiful downtown Grand Rapids, and stay
cheap at the Radisson Hotel. This round robin event at Women's A
the MAC will provide players with plenty of good food, 1st  Paity Noiles
prizes from sponsors and lots of racquetball. All the 2nd  Judy Rosenberg
local Grand Rapids sponsors will help make this tour-
nament one of the best. Play and Shop in Grand Rap- Women's B
ids. 1st  Denise Gravelyn
' 2nd Dreelo
- J
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LETTER

Dear Racquetball Reporter:

I would like to see both
the first and second place
names appear (in tourna-
ment results listed in The
Reporter) as a lot of play-
ers would like fo see who
beat who. Previous issues
of past Reporiers listed
both players in the State {i-
nals, The State singles is
cne of the best tourna-
menis and I do not think it
looks good to list the first
and second place winners
in a B-C-D Novice tourna-
ment and not list the first
and second place 1994
State Singles Champions.

I believe it important tc
recognize both first and
second place in all tourna-
menis, not just Siate
Singles.

i1 really enjoy The Ee-
porter, keep up the good
wOrIK,

Arthur i‘fiur‘phy

g 3 e cadee

Dear Arthur,

I apologize for not includ-
ing the names of both fi-
nalists in all divisions of
the 1994 State Singies
tournament in the last is-
sue of The Racquetball
Reporter,

Please understand that

TO THE EDITOR

submitted by voluntary
sources. If something is
missing or incorrect it is
because that is the way I
receivedit. Inthe case ofthe
State Singlesresultsthisyear,
the names of the winning
players were ali Itreceived for
publication. In the future I
willrtequest both finalists and
if possible, semi-finalists’
nammes be submitted to me.

I appreciate you bringing
this to my attention. It is the
onlyway I realize what is or is
not important to those who
receive The KRacquetball
Reporier,

aocododdOR0

Letters, photos and articles
to the
RAM newsletter can be
mailed to:

The Racauetball Reporter
2834 Yale St.
Flint, MI 48503

K@H information printed is

RAM
NEWS

The RAM Board elected
officers for the 1994-
95 racquetball season.
QOfficers are:

President
Tom Blakeslee

Vice-President
Rick Crawford

Secretary
Marta Rubcich

Treasiirer
Lou Ellen Fecher

Maureen Mead is also a
- Board member and
sanctioning director for
RAM.

If you are interested in
becoming a member of
the RAM Board, please
contact any of the
Board members. We
need your help to im-
prove Michigan rac-
quetball,

If you hear someone
complaining about
racquetball in our
state, challenge them
to get involved and do
something about it

k\




RUES

The Fall colors were excel-
lent in Petoskey this year,
making the drive to this stop
of the Racquetball One Se-
ries a picturesJue and enjoy-
able {rip. Ken Bonnett
teamed up again with the
National Health and Racguet
Club tc hold a fun tourna-
ment wit lots of court time
for all players. Now, Ken if
-you could just work on the
weather. I have been to Pe-
toskey in the snow and the
rain...Congratulationsto all
Michigan players who made
the trip to Arizona for the
Senior Nationals Tourna-
ment! Michigan had a very
strong snowing led by a vic-
toricus Gordon EKelly in the
Men’'s division. See article
on page for more
detalis... The Michigan Rac-
guetball Hall of Fame is in
the process of relocating to
the Michigan Athletic Clubin
Lansing. Members ofthe Hall
of Fame are holding fund
raising events to cover the
cost of the relocation from
Davison {¢ enhance the cur-
rent display. Contact Jim
Fasieriing for more
information. . Joel Bonnett
is training hard {0 make a
serious run for the PRO tour.
Look for an interview with
Joel in the next issue of the
RAM Reporter. And by the

\
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by Marta Kubcich

The Women’s Committee met on October 11 {o begin
plans for this season. The people serving on the com-
mittee this year are Melody Goino, Laura Patterson,
Marta Rubcich, Diana Trombiey and Kathy Trotte:. The
comrnittee would like to thank Faye Cobb, Nancy Cole
and Julie May for their contributions last season. '

The committee has chosen to work on two projects this
season. First, we will again hold a Women's Only Tour-
nament. A site and date are still being determined, but
look for the tournament to be held in early spring in the
Detroit vicinity. Our second project is to develop a
package to assist people in holding instructional clin-

ics. While this project is aimed at increasing women’s

interest in racquetball, we expect the package to be

‘useful in conducting racquetball ¢linics for- any audi-

ence, Once developed, we hope {0 hold clinics later

this year targeted at college students.

Side-put

way, those working out and
helping Joel to train are get-
ting better too. Look out for
Mike Andersun these
days...Several Michigan
players headed down to
Florida for the National
Doublestournament heldthe
weekend of October21, oris
that for vacation? Eitherway,
we will report in the next
issue of the RAM
Reporter...The State
Doubles tournament will be

held the weekend of Decem-
ber 3 and 4. The tournament
returns tc the One On One
Racquet Club in Ann Arbor
for the 3rd consecutive year.
The State Championship
tournaments are the primary
source of funding for RAM
Let’s all get out and support
Michigan Racquetball and
have a very successful State
Doubles Championship.




View of the President

by W.T. Bilakeslee

Welcome back to the rac-
quetbail season. The elected
officers for the upcoming
season are Rick Crawford,
Vice-president; Lou Ellen
Fecher, Treasurer; Marta
Rubcich, Seclretary. Please
express your congratula-
tions to all these wonderful
people that volunteer their
time for you and racquet-
ball. In case you are won-
dering, Chris Cole is fine
and doingwellin Texas. Asl
said last year and again this
year, Ken Bonnettisthe only
game in town. please sup-
port this tournaments. Ken
has Dbeen listening and
making some changes in

by Rick Crvawford

The score is 10-10C of a
hard fought match. Istepup
to the box for what 1 hope is
an ace serve to end this
match. Suddenly the strang-
est thing happens. I find
myself asking “what will be
yout first articie in the news-
letter as vice-president of
RAM?”

Since this is my first ar-
ticle, I do not want toc over
load your brain with the
many concerns that I have

format and cost, at $32 his
tournament is a real deal.
The purpose of this news-
letter is to remind everyone
of the upcoming State
Doubles Tournament at One
on One in Ann Arbor. This is
a great little tournament and
doesn’ttake allweekend and

we try to limit play so the

evening is free.
Lastly, as a Board, we are

trying our very best to pro-

vide high quality State Tour-
naments, a decent newslet-
ter, committee support and
involvement and interface
with the National parties.
What we need the most help
onistotryto sustain our RAM
memberships. Anyideas you
have will be appreciated.

ewly elected vice-president

on my mind. Basically, |
would like to say to the
membership of RAM that i
am very proud of the new
position and job and that 1
am here to serve you, lwant
to hear {rom you about your
various concerns and inter-
ests. There will be some of
you that I will be enticing to
get involved with RAM as
Board Members.

For those of you who don‘t
know me, let me tell you a
little bit about myself. I am
employed at the Eastside

-
LOOK!

1994-95
RAM
Tournament
Schedules
enclosed
in this
issue...

If by chance you do .
not receive one, or need a
spare, come to the State
Doubles tournament on
Dec. 3 and collect one!

.
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shares view

YMCA as a social worker, |
have been' in Detroit for
seven years, Prior to this, 1
was residing in North Caro-
lina.

During my sevenyears here
in the Motor City, I have met
some beautiful people on
and off the court. 1100k for-
ward to us working together
forthe bestinterest of Michi-
gan racquetball.

By the way...it was an ace
serve, 11-10.




Greetings Everyone,

I am sitting in Hobby Air-
port in the flooded out city
of Houston, awaitingaplane
to take me away from this
wetmess. My neighborhood
was only slightly water-
logged—the water was
aboutten feet frommyfront
door and cars parked in the
street had water covering
theilr hoods, not nearly as
bad as Northern Houston
that saw homes completely
washed away or water lev-
¢ls reaching the rooftops. 1
have not even been down
here for six months before
a we have a major weather
catastrophe and hurricane
season has yet to bring a
nasty storm to this area,

My job is progressing well,
I have developed a gqreat
working relationship with
the General Manager at my
new club and she is allow-
ing me free reign to run the
racquetball programs as I
see fit, without placing so
much emphasis on making
a profit off of racquetball. |
know we will be able to ac-
complish many of the same
things 1 achieved at Davi-
son.

I hope ali is well with the
RAM Board. I have not kept
in contact like I should, but
hopeTorm, Lou Ellen, Marta,
Rick and Maureen are not
having any major problems
in my absence. The above
mentioned are great people
volunteering their time and
@ergy for the good of the

Chris writes home...

sport, not their own personal
gain. This effort is to be
commended, not ridiculed,
and with the understanding
that they cannot continue
helping racquetball grow in
this state without more sup-
port from the players out
there. The Texas president
practically forced me to be
part to the Board here and |
sald I would despite initially
turning it down. 1 hope to
take on a small role to assist
them with something like
their Junior Team Texas, but
nothing on grand scale like I
have for the past three years
in Michigan.

Two weeks ago, my club
hosted the Texas State
Doubles Champicnships and
since 1 am the Director of
Racquetball there, 1 ran the
whole event. They do it dif-
ferently here, the Board
helps, but the host club is in
charge of everything and it is
a chance for clubs to show-
case their facility, staff and
make some exira cash as
well. it was a long and gruel-
ing week, I am so glad it is
over, but we had a very suc-
cessful event with 109 play-
ers entered in one event and
129 entered in two.

My responsibilities as Head
Coach of the AARA’s Junior
Olympicteam are kicking into
high gear with Junior Worlds
only a couple of months
away. I want to make a major
difference for the Team this
year in c¢oaching and fund
raising to provide those kids

that survived the try-out
camp in late August. I tell
you, that camp wasthe most
taxing, both mentally and
physically, of any racquet-
ball event 1 have ever been
a part of. Forty-two Kkids
busting their rears for one
week to make a sixteen
person squad would be dif-
ficult enough, but this was
my first camp where 1wasin
charge. Overall, it took me
nearly a month to recover
from such an emotionally
and physically draining
event,

Despite my hectic sched-
ule, I am still planning two
visits to Michigan. Jim Floyd
and [ are doing an exhibi-
tion at Davison, October 28
and ] am also giving lessons
to Davison members that
day. In November, both
Nancyandlare comingback
for Thanksgiving and 1 will
give some more lessons
while in town.

Iam stili hopingto dosome
type of Junior Clyrnpic Team
fundraiser event in Michi-
gan. I just have to find an
opening in my schedule to
coincide with Davison’s new
addition being completed.
January through May will be
a busy tournament time for
me in Texas, but I stilihope
to schedule something in
that four month span.

Tam looking forward to my
visitsto Michigan andihope
some of our paths will cross
while 1 am back home.

Christopher

J
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The Racquetball Association of Michigan

presents the

STATE DOUBLES CHAMPIONSHIPS
December 3 & 4, 1994
Site: One on One Athletic CIub | copiiinencary s

2875 Boardwalk Drive, Ann Arbor, M|
313-761-4440

Directors: 1om Blakeslee 810-468-2787 Lodging: Courtyard by Marriot 313-995-5500

l.ou Elien Fecher 810-658-8097 Holiday Inn Holidome 313-665-4444
Fees: $25 00 per person/$50.00 per team/per event AARA Sanctioned: Yearly AARA membership
$15.00 per person/second event required. AARA Rules will prevail. Two games

Non-AARA mermbers add $20.00 10 15, ticbreaker 10 11,

Olympic Format: Divisions will be imited to 16 entrants, All participants will be guaranteed two matches, First round
losers play for bronze medal. Guaranteed two matches of play.

Troph'ies and Awards: Trophies will be awarded to first and second place winners in all divisions. Semi plagues will be
awarded in full (draw of 16) divisions only. Each entrant will receive a complimentary SWEATSHIAT.

Starting Times: Play begins Saturday, December 3th. Divisions are limited to draws of 16, Call the club Wednesday,
Movember 30th after 6:00 p.m for starting times. NO Friday play.

Referees: Losers must referee or pay $5 00. Tournament Ball: PENN Ulira Blue

© Enfries Must Be Received By November 25,1994,
Name Partner 1
Address Partner 2
Gity ZIP Club affliation
Phone - days nights Date of Birth

Sweatshirt Size (circleons) M L XL XXL*

*Please enclose $2 00 additional for XXL
Make Checks Payable to RAM and rnail to:
RAM STATE DOUBLES CHAMPIONSHIPS

3152 S. HENDERSON RD Entry Fee Mens Womens
DAVISON, M! 48423 —

BIVISIONS

circle correct choices {limit two events)

AR L | Open 358 50A Mixed Open |
Total Enclosed A 25+ 40A 50B Mixed A :

WAIVER CLAUSE: | hereby for myself, my heirs, executors, B 30A 40B 55+ Mixed B
and administrators, waive and release any and all claim for .
damages | may have against RAM, the host club, tournament C 30B 45A 60+ M_lxed C
staff, and their agents, for all injuries suffered by me in D 35A 45B Mixed D
conjunction with my participation in this tournament D’”ﬁ;ﬁ’;g’:; :e;‘;”:m iiess

- (= IVESION.
Slgnature Aliernate Division

. Guardian’s Signature T /
j ({if under 18)

AN
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Join the Racquetball Association of Michigan

Membership includes:

* Membership card, AARA official rule book, travel and equipment discounts
* AARA medical, life and liability insurance at sanctioned events
* Four issues of the RAM newsletter, The Racquetball Reporter
* Six issues of the AARA national publication, Racquetball Magazine
* RAM sanctioned tournament entry forms mailed to your home
* Efigibifity to play in afl sanctioned tournaments and
receive state and national ranking points

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
SUPPORT THE U.S. NATIONAL TEAH

| (DOMATIONS TAX DEDUCTIBLE)
wve [ [T TITTTITITTII I Il iT]]
soress | | [ [ [T TTITTITTIIIITI IRt ]}
v  [TTTTULTTTITTT71] swie[ [ ] zrcooe | []][|

CLASS A [] $2000  Adult Competitor

MEMBER [[] $1500 Junior Competitor
/ [J $1000 Junior Competitor

& f—f”‘ﬂ»‘, {without Racquetball Magazine Subscription)
W
f Wl s (181500  Racquetball Magazine Subscription Only
o UitV &~
7 B g .
Yere co¥ Mail to: RAM, 3152 S. Henderson, Davison, Ml 48423
'd ‘ . —
Tie Racqueiball 8O BULK RATE \
Re ri er U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
3152 5. Hendersen PERMIT # 132
Davison, M1 484" FLINT, Ml
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