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EXTRA LONG LIFE 
FOR MANY MORE GAMES ! 

-
U N IFOR M H IG H BO U NCE 

FOR THE LIFE OF THE BALL! 

" THE Z-BALL MAKES FOR A REA L FUN GAM E" I I NT RAM URA L$ DIRECTOR UNIVERSIT Y OF MINNE SO TA 
" PAT" MUL L ER MINNEAPOLI S. M INNE SO TA 

" W E TH INK THE Z-BA LL IS THE GREAT EST " I MANAGER TROP ICANA RACQUET CLUB TROPICANA HOT EL 
GREG PARKERSON, LAS VEGAS . N EVADA 

• 

.. IT' S "S U PER" FOR RACQUET BALL " I INT RA MURAL DI RE CTOR UNIVERSITY O F ILLI NOIS 

BE N McGU IRE C HAMPAIGN . ILLIN O IS 

" HAPPINESS IS THE N EW Z-BA LL " I BROWN s RACQUETBA LL CLUB S AN DIEGO . CALIFOR N IA 
GEORGE BROWN · HO ST FACILITY - 197 4 INTER NAT IO NA L I. R.A S INGLES 

CHAMPIONSH IPS ' 

,. WRITE OR CALL TRENWAY FOR YOUR NEAREST 2-BALL DEALER 
~ .. ..,.._ ___________ _,,, 

TRENWA 'rPRODUCTS INC. 
2785 KURTZ STREET· SAN DIEGO . CALIFORNIA 92110. (714) 299-2300 



JOIN ---
INT ERNAT IO NAL 

RA CQ UETBALL 

AS SO C IAT ION 

--- TODAY 

WHY SHOULD YOU BE 
AN IRA MEMBER? 

1. The Annual Handbook­
September 
(Rules, Constitution, 
Tournaments & 
Organization) 

2. Five Magazines-Nov ., 
J an., March., May and 
July 
(Complete reports of IRA 
activities) 

3. Monthly Newsletter 

4. Eligible for all IRA 
Tournaments 

5. A Voice in all IRA 
Policies 

6. A part of the Greatest 
Indoor Sport in America 

II we can help you 
conc erning Racquetball 

Contact: Myron Roderick, 
Executive Director 
P. O. Box 1016 
Stillwater , Okla. 74074 
Ph. (405) 377-2676 

Please Start My Membership Now! 

□ 3 
YEARS 
$ 7.00 

NAME . 

ADDRESS 

CITY/STATE/ZIP 

Expire s 
Dec . 31, 1976 

□ 1 YEAR 
$3.00 

Expires 
Dec. 31, 1974 

Make checks payable to I.A. A.; add S1.00 per year outside U.S., Canada & Mexico 

0 HERE IS MY PAYMENT 0 NEW 
0 RENEWAL 

RACQUETBALL Magazine Is sent free to all membe rs 

MAI L THIS CARD TODAY 

w it h you r check or money order 

To : International Racquetball Association 

PO Box 1016 

Stillwater, Oklahoma 74074 

Sign up a Frie nd - G ive hi m a card, too 

Please Start My Membership Now! 

□ 3 
NAME 

ADDRESS 

YEARS 
$7.00 

CITY /STATE/ZIP 

Expir es 
Dec. 31, 1976 

□ 1 YEAR 
$3.00 

Expire, 
Dec. 31, 1974 

Make checks payable to I.R .A .; add $1 .00 per year outside U.S., Canada & Mexico 

0 HERE IS MY PAYMENT 0 NEW 

0 RENEWAL 

RACQUETBALL Magazine i!: sen t free to all members 



MAIL THIS CARD TODAY 

with your check or money order 

To: International Racqu etball Association 

PO Box 1016 

Still water, Oklahoma 74074 

Sign up a Friend - Give him a ca rd, too 

Plea se Start My Membership Now ! 

□ 3 
YEARS 
$7.00 

NAME ... . 

Expires 
Dec. 31, 1976 □ 1 

YEAR 
$3.00 

Expires 
Dec. 31 , 197 4 

ADDRESS . . ... .. .. .. .. .. . . . .......... . . . . . . . . .. .. . . · · . . · · ·· 

CITY/STATE/ZIP ...... .. . . 

Make checks payable to I.A.A .; add $ 1.00 per year outside U.S., Can ada & Mex ico 

0 HERE IS MY PAYMENT 0 NEW 
0 RENEWAL 

RACQUETBALL Maga zi ne Is se nt free to all memb ers 

MAIL THIS CARD TODAY 

with your check or money order 

To: International Racquetball Association 

PO Box 1016 

Stillwater, Oklahoma 74074 

Sign up a Friend - Give him a card , too 

Here's how you can help the 
IRA off ice help yo u. Attent ion to 
just a few details will enable us to 
keep your me mbe rsh ip rec ords 
straight and your magazine 
coming to yo u on a regular basis. 

Please w rite leg ibly ... 

Or bett er still , ty pe or print you r 
name, address , city, state and z ip 
code . If we can't read ii , we may 
guess w rong . 

When you move ... 

Give us your new address as 
soon as possible , so yo u won't 
miss yo ur next copy o f Racq uet ­
ba l l. Als o give us you r OLD ad ­
d ress, beca use al l of our member­
ship files a re orga nized by states . 

When you renew .. . 

Let us know you already are a 
member . A renewa l can be pro ­
cessed much more quickly than 
a new mem bers hip. 

Keep up to date ... 

All memberships expi re on De­
cemb er 31 of t he proper year. 
Anyon e signi ng up after Septe m­
ber 1 Is c redite d fo r the fol lowing 
year . 

Tournam ent director s . .. 

When you sig n up players as 
mem bers, give us their names and 
addresse s Immed iately and indi ­
cate new or renewal. Me mb ers 
wa nt their maga zi nes and we ca n't 
se nd them unti l we ge t thei r 
names. 

Tourn ament re ports . .. 

Whe n subm itti ng news of yo ur 
to urn am ent , p lease give yo ur 
players ' f irst names, too. Clear, 
black-an d-white photo gra phs are 
we lc ome . 

It somethlng' s wrong . . . 

Le t us know ab out It. We'll try 
to cl ear up any pr oblem as so on 
as we hear from you . Whe n re­
po rli ng d ifficult ies, te ll us your 
membership ca rd number. Ad­
dr ess all corr es pond ence to: 

International Racquetball Assn. 
PO Box 1016 
Stillwater, Oklahoma 74074 
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Internationals Take the Cake! 
By DeWitt Shy 

President, International Racquetball Association 
Those of you who didn 't make it to the Internationals in San 

Diego really missed a great time and even greater 
racquetball competition. There's nothing like the In­
ternationals ... the biggest tournament of them all brings 
out the best in the players. 

The sixth annual IRA International Championships at­
tracted 206 contestants in the six singles divisions--72 in 
Open Singles-plus eight women's doubles teams . And the 
competition was so strong that only one of the top-seeded 
singles players, Peggy Steding , went home with a cham­
pionship trophy. 

But before I get too carried away reminiscing about 
tournament play, let's take care of some first things, first . 
The LeBaron Hotel was a good choice as tournament 
headquarters .. . plenty big ... hall a dozen places to eat ... 
three places for entertainment, etc. 

As for the tournament arrangements, Dr . Bud Muehleisen 
did a super job. The hospitatlity was absolutely great ... 
every time you went down the hospitality line, you felt like 
you were looking at the finalists of the Miss America contest. 
The food was excellent, but the service was better . Bud's 
cute wife, Cindy, really outdid herself. 

The court facility, Brown's Racquetball-Handball Club, 
just opened up about three days before our tournament. Ten 
courts, one of them glass wall (one side), and we kept them 
full, too, with.288 matches in four days. Also worthy of note 
was the 6x6 whirlpool, three feet deep and 107 degrees. 

Things started popping in a hurry, with Trey Sayes from 
Salt Lake City upsetting sixth-seeded Mike Zeitman of 
Louisville in the round of 32. Trey promptly was brought out 
of the clouds by Wayne Bowes, the first Canadian ever to 
reach the International quarterfinals . 

The most disappointed player at the tournament, however, 
had to be Steve Strandemo, who-after winning the first 

These large cakes were specially 
decorated by Mrs. Barbara Fischer to 
honor the International Racquetball Cham­
pionships and provided one of the high­
lights of the hospitality area, where her 
daughter Susan was a hostess. 
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A ce of 'em All: Bill Schmidtke 
Qu ee n of S ing les: Peggy St edi ng 
King of J un ior s : Jerry Z uckerman 
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King of Masters : Bill Sellars 
King of Golden Masters: Ike Gurner 
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Ivan Bruner, Bill Dunn , Hal Pric e and Peggy St edi ng are 
elec ted to IRA Bo ard of Dir ectors. 

PAGE 36 The Garfinkel Backhand 

One of th e best backhand p laye rs in the game tells how 
to practice and play the stroke. 

PAGE 38 Inside Racquetball 

This month 's in stru ctio nal article covers th e full range of 
defensive shots, by the book. 

PAGE 30 The First Tournament 

The Natio nal Padd le Racquets To urn ame nt of 1968 
ser ved as a "s pringbo ard" to today's success. 

IRA Board of Director s 
Prcside n ~DcWit t M. Shy, Memphi s. Nationa l Commi ss ion_cr-Ke n 
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rno s tcr, se nd Form 3579 to PO Box 10 16, St ill wate r, Okla . 7407'1 . 
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Page 9 

-
Page 15 

Page 20 

SOMETHING NEW 
Ind ividual tournam ent results 

are co llec led in a new sec t ion 
"The Scor eboa rd," starling o~ 
Page 50 . We'll print all results 
subm itted , if typewr itten in the 
sa_me_ forma l as those print ed 1n 
this issue. Th e pre fer red style is 
that of the Playboy tou rnamen t on 
Pag e 51 . 



Executive Director Myron Roder ick joins the fans while JoAnn Roderick and Bob Dellinger keep the courts full. 

game from Bill Schm idtke, 21-19~eve loped a painful leg 
cramp in the middle of the second game. He probably should 
have defaulted , but he played it out, losing 21-19, 21-10. 

Schmidtke's play was the highlight of the tourname nt. His 
semifina l mat ch wit h Brwnfie ld had everyo ne on the edge of 
his seal (a nd had peop le standing six deep upst a irs, too). Bill 
shot everything he could gel his racquet on and his percen­
tage of ki lls was too mu c h for Brumfield . So Brwn's bid for 
three straight championships went down the drain, 21-10, 20-
21, 21-18. 

The batlle of Steves was a cliff-hanger, too, with Serot 
sq ueaking by Keeley in thre e games, 20-21, 21-17-21-4. 

The semis were so terrific it was impossible for the finals 
between Schmidt ke and Serot lo be any better. However, it 
was another terrific match with Schm idtke doing what he 
does be s t- killin g- a nd Serot making impossib le re tr ieves 
one after another . Schmidtk e won in three, 21-16, 8-21, 21-13. 

In fact, Schmidt ke played s ix match es in the tourn ame nt 
and the last four of Lhem went three games. But Bill has 
a lwa ys bee n a c lutch player and now he ha s a brand new 
cham pion ship to go with the one he won in 1971. 

The Senior Singles saw Dr. Bill Kin g of Memphis play a 
near-perf ec t match to beat the o. 1 seed , Charlie Garfinkel, 
in two, 20 and 19, only to ge t drummed by Mueh leisen in the 
se mis, 10 and 15. Bud went on lo win th e title by beating Mark 
Wayne in Lhe finals, 18 and 11. 

Peggy Steeling was just too much for the other gals, giving 
up less Lhan eight points per game during the tourn ame nt. 
She beat Jan Campbell in the semis, 10 and 13, and Jan 
Past e rnak in the fina ls. 8 and 6.Then she tegmed up again 
with Ann Gor sk i and they took women's doubles aga in , 15 
and 16 over Campbell and Kathy Williams . 

The Masters was a dogfight with Richard Walker beating 
No. 1 seed John Halverson in Lhe semifinals, 18 and 16, then 
losing in the finals to his Dallas doub les partner , Dr. Bill 
Sellars, 8-21, 21-8, 21-10. Sellars was second to Muehleisen 
last year, when the Masters was 40-over. 

The Golden Masters was as tough a division as any, with 
likeable Ike Gwner from Louisville beating "yo ungster " 
Alex Guerry of Chattanooga, 17-21, 21-12, 21-6. Ike is 60 a nd 
had five yea r s' expe rience on young Alex . 

The Juniors were a terrific gro up and we 're all so glad we 
put this 18-unde r divisio n into the Internationals. Jerry 
Zuckerman from St. Louis outlasted top seed Steve Tre n t 
from San Diego , 17-21, 21-3, 21-18. But Jerry will graduate 
from the divis ion nex t year and Steve will be back for 
another try . 

Exec utiv e Director Myron Roderick did an excelle nt job of 
guiding the whole operation- particularly Lhe membership 
meetin g on Saturday morning where some 125 were on hand. 

Myron had plaques for the outgoing Board membe rs : 
Larry Lederman from Milwaukee, our traveling am-

Racquetball 
Hall of Fame 

HONORS 

BUD MUEHLEISEN 

JOE SOBEK 
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PEGGY STEDING 
1973 
Woman Athlete ol the Vear 

CHARLIE BRUMFIELD 
1973 

Male Athlete ol the Vear 

DeWITT SHY 
1973 Man ol the Vear 

bassador for so many years; Gerry Lapierre of Cleveland; 
Bob Mclnerney of Coronado, Calif. , who was a very strong 
voice in making the IRA what it is today; and our Canadian 
Director , Bob Challenger, who had resigned . Our thanks to 
Larry, Gerry and both Bobs for your time and effort and your 
good judgment in very trying times. 

New Board members are Hal Price from Phoenix, Ivan 
Bruner from Madison, Wis., Bill Dunn from Union City, 
Calif., and-elected from the floor-our first woman 
Director, Peggy Steeling from Odessa, Texas. Taking over 
the Canadian position is affable John Chambers of West 
Vancouver. We are delighted to have you all on the Board and 
we appreciate all of you expressing the desire to give the IRA 
your full support. 

Everyone at the tournament was pleased with the schedule 
and the way it was run. The man most responsible was 
Myron's man-Friday from the wrestling federation, Bob 
Dellinger, whom most of us met for the first time. When I 
asked Board member Smith Schippers, who probably has run 

more ra cquetball tournam ents than anyone, how things were 
going , he said, " Bob had everytning set up to perfection . All 
matches in all seven divisions wer e charted with times and 
( after the first day ) with specific courts . After the first day, 
we actually ran ahead of schedule most of the time." Good 
work , Bob. 

Also helping Bob, beside workhorse Smitty, was pretty 
JoAnn Roderick , wife of-but no resemblanc e to-Myron 
Roderick. Much help, too, from the volunteer referees (288 
matches, remember) and from Phil Ivaldy who worked hard 
getting refs lined up. 

Inducted to the Racquetball Hall of Fame, which Myron 
set up with the Citizens Savings Hall in Los Angeles, were 
two most deserving men: Joe Sobek, who started the game of 
racquetball and who flew all the way out from Greenwich, 
Conn., and gave a most interesting and stirring talk about 
the beginnings of the sport ; and Dr. Bud Muehleisen, who 
has been in racquetball since its inception and who was our 
first International champion in 1969 and has contributed 
more to the game than anyone I know . 

Thanks , Joe, for coming out to our meeting and 
congra tulations to both of you! 

The male athlete and female athlete of the year ( 1973) were 
really easy choices, Charlie Brwnfield and Peggy Steeling .. 
. no contest. Congrat ulations! 

I personally was honored with the Man of the Year award. 
After prompting the other " awardees" they should make 
brief comments. when I received mine, I choked . .. I 
couldn't get it to the front wall ... I couldn't say a word . 

So let me say it here. There is nothing-no award or 
compliment I've ever received -t hat means as much to me 
as this. My thanks to the members and to the Board . My goal 
now is to be back on the court in 1978-God willing. 

AJI in all, it was the greatest tournament we've ever had 
and I'm looking forward to the International Doubles in 
October at Minneapolis . 

Brand-new Brown's Racquetball-Handball Club was the 
site ol the 1974 International Championships . 

RACQUETBALL 



Now You Know Why .. . 

They Call Him 
~Mr. Clutch' 

Bill Schmidtke: " Great clutch player, 
tough under pressure, best three-gamer 
in the sport. " You've seen it all before, 
dozens of times. 

Now you know why. 
You can say it all again, and add : 
" International Singles Champion, 

1974." 
Bill Schmidtke, the 32-year-old veteran 

from Minneapolis, shot down the best 
racquetball players in the world during a 
spectacular weekend in San Diego to win 
the Open Singles crown in the sixth 
annual IRA Internationa ls . 

Again . He won in 1971, too, but that was 
B. C.- Before Charlie Brwnfield took 
command of the scene for a two-year 
reign. 

"This one mea ns more to me, " Sch­
midtke said, "because I beat the best 
players . I didn't have an easy draw . I 
didn ' t have an easy draw in '71 either , 
but Brwnfield was beaten in an early 
round and some people thought it was a 
fluke that I won without having to play 
him. " 

This one was no fluke. 
Despite his past credentials, Sch­

midtke was almost an "outs ider" among 

The Top Eight ■ • • 

the top challengers to Brwnfield, who 
hoped to be the first three-time champion 
ever. 

He wasn ' t from San Diego. He wasn't 
even named Steve. He was seeded 
fourth. He had to play six tough matches, 
not a pushover in the bunch. The last four 
matches went overtime . 

But he won all of them. 
" I went into the tournament believing I 

could win it, " Schmidtke said. "But I 
was loose, really relaxed, no pressure at 
all." 

Schmidtke 's victory parade started 
with two-game decisions over Califor­
nians Phil Ivaldy, 8 and 19, and Ron 
Starkman, 16 and 15. Then he let the first 
game against Dave Charlson of San 
Diego get away, 20-21, 21-17, 21-12, and 
the over time series was under way. 

In the quarterfinals it was Steve 
Strandemo, 19-21, 21-19, 21-10. When 
Strandemo pulled up lame at the clo.5e of 
the second game, it was all over. 

Then the big one, Brumfield. A fast 
start for Schmidtke and the first game 
was his, 21-10. But when Bill served three 
match points at 20-all only to lo.5e the 
second game, heads nodded wisely. 

Charlie Brumfield .. ... 

1 
Brumfield .... . 

Steve 
Sero! 

Bill Thu rman .. ..... . .. 
21

_
12 12

_
21 

21 - 11 
Bill Schmidtke .... . ... 

1 
Schmidtke . .. . . 

Steve Strandemo .. . ... . 
19

_
21 21

_
19 

21 - 10 

21- 7 

Steve Serot . . .... . . . .. 

1 
Serot . . . . .. .. . 

J erry Hilecher .. ..... . 
21 - 12 

St-eve Keeley ..... .. ... 

1 
Keeley ... . . .. . 

Wayne Bowes . .. .. . . . .. . 21 _ 9 21 - 18 

Schmidtke ... . . 

21 - 10 20 - 21 
21 - 18 

Serot ........ . 

20 - 21 21- 17 
21 - 4 

Schmidt-ke 

21 - 16 
8- 21 

21 - 1) 

Third Pl1ce : Keeley def . Brumfield , 15 - 21 , 21 - 9 , 21 - ll 

SUMMER 1974 

" Charlie will get him now," they said. 
But Charlie didn ' t. 21-18. 

Now it was the 18-year-old whiz kid 
from San Diego by way of St. Louis, left. 
hander Steve Serot. All week long, the 
headlines had been Serot's. By nightfall, 
the newspapers would have to learn to 
spell Schmidtke. 

Three games, of course, 21-16, 8-21, 21-
13. 

When did Schmidtke actually feel he 
would win it all? 



Brumfield drives , Schmidtke drives , Brumfield drives ... that's the way they play this game . 

··P robably after I beat Brumfield . I 
was confident I could beat Serot, even 
though I lost to him at Houston the only 
time I pla yed him ." 

Strategy? Bill kept it simple and un­
cha nging. 

"'Basically , I tried to gel a real good 
drive serve in, get a weak return shot 
from whoever I was pla ying . That 
seemed to be the most effective. Then 
shoot the ball when ever I go t the shot." 

Shoot pr actica lly eve rythin g, right? 
" Right, shoot or dri ve. The basic 

things wer e to get a good serve and then 

Steve Keeley shoots one, then heads· 
for a sprawl. 

8 

shoo t or drive. Pass, estab lish control 
and driv e." 

Against Charlson, Bill had a 20-17 lea d 
in the first game, then !el it get away. 
" He got hot and shot some I didn 't ex­
pec t. I made some mistakes . Then he 
was ahead of me through m ost of the 
seco nd ga me , but I started shoot ing rea l 
good and from then on it was all 
downhill. " 

Th e Stra ndemo mat ch took a sudden 
turn after Stev e won the fir st game at 19 
a nd was playing the second one c lose . " I 
was ahead of him , I don ' t rememb er the 
exact score , 17-15 or 17-16, and he pulled 
a muscle in his leg. I don ' t know just 
what ha ppen ed. Bu t I took that one, 21-19, 
and he jus t wasn 't ab le to pla y after that. 
I sort of let up , but he was hurtin g. 

Then ca m e the " spectac ular " with 
Brumfield . Well, almos t. With th e crowd 
six lo 10 deep aro und th e g las s, a ll some 
peo ple cou ld do was listen to th e score. 
Right off th e bat, 5-0, 9-0, 11-0. Boy , 
Charl ie's rea lly pourin g it on! Oh, Sch­
:nidtke's ahead? Oh. 

·•1 was gelli ng a good serve , then. He 
was giving me a wea k r eturn . I was 
killin g the ball well and servi ng good and 
dl"iving fast shots a nd passin g well. IL 
was a pretty good contr ol game and it 
was keepin g him off bala nce ." 

It went to 20-5 and Schmidtke closed i l 
out , 21-10. 

Brumfield wins Game Two. 

The second ga m e see-sawed to 17-all , 
18-all, 19-a ll and finallv 20-all. Three 
lim es Schm idtke se rved mat ch poin t. 
Thr ee limes it was side out. Finally 
Bru mfi eld hi t a winner . Now what ? 

' ·Really, I did n' t have any pa r tic ular 
r eac tion . Th e only thin g I wanted to do 
there was, if I was going to lose th e ga me, 
at least l was goi ng to m ake him 
earn it. It did t<1ke a lot out of him . He 
was awfully t ired al the end of the seco nd 
game, probab ly more than I was . We 
both want ed it , but he needed it more 
than I did. 

" l wanted to m ake him work . ·Eve n if I 

RACQUETBALL 



wasn't going to win it, I was still going to 
play my same game and hit basically the 
same shots, dive for the ball and give him 
my best effort." 

Schmidtke again led early in the third, 
but Brumfield ran off four straight to tie 
it at 14. Then , as the serve changed hands 
10 times , Schmidtke slowly pulled in 
front again, 17-14. Only to have Charlie 
narrow it to 17-16. 

" I think one of the things that sur­
prised everybody was the consistency of 
my backhand through most of the game. 
I was killing the ball well with it and I 
was passing good to the right. I passed 
him there once and then killed a couple 
and got up to 20-16. 

Brumfield won a couple, then Sch­
midtke regained the serve. 

"The one I won on was a drive shot. I 
played to drive it by him on the right and 
it caught the side wall about the service 
line. It came off and he tried to get it, but 
skipped it in just short." 

How did Bill counter Charlie's favorite 
gam e of controlling the middle ? "Well, 
I think I played most of the time behind 
him because of his control game, but I 
killed real well from half-court on back . 
If I am behind the guy , I pass a lot and 
kill a lot and I think that was the key to it. 
If I didn't kill in the right-hand corner , I 
would drive it left and get him out of 
there. 

On the Go ... 
"He was giving me some setups off the 

back wall and I was shooting some pinch 
shots from deep. " 

Brumfield had no excuses. "You win 
some, you lose some, and some are 
rained out." 

(He was right on all thr ee. One court 
was closed down almost half of Friday's 
session because of a leaky roof.) 

The championship was billed as a 
shooter's match and it was. 

"Pass and kill ," smiled Schmidtke. 
" With Serot, the whole thing is to shoot 
before he does. That seems to be the 
thing ... to drive and pass and shoot. 
Again, the first game with Serot, my 
serve was excellent. He'd give me a 
weak retw-n and I 'd just shoot it . 21-16. I 
had pretty good control that first game. 

"The second game , I lost control. 
Rather than trying to shoot the ball, I 
tried to volley ceiling balls with him and 
my ceiling balls were coming to his 
backhand-that's the right side-at half 
and thr ee-quarter court and he was 
killing them with his backhand. So I just 
lost control and I couldn 't recover at all. 
He was shooting real well and just rolling 
everything out that I left up. 8-21. 

Bill gave the railbirds a scare in the 
second game when he took a hard spill 
while trailing 12-3. He lay still for long 
moments, clutching his right hip . But he 
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got up, succumbed gracefully in the 
second game and came out with new 
strategy in the third. 

"The thing that I did that third game 
was drive his ceiling ball. I took an 
overhead drive and drove it to his 
backhand and he would set me up off that 
or skip it in. Pretty much the last half of 
that game I remember I kept him in back 
court. " I thought I'd win when I came 
back to 13-all," said Schmidtke, 
"because I knew he was thinking about 
losing . And when I said something to him 
back there, I said 'Here's where it gets 
crucial.' I think that helped a little." 

Schmidtke, loose and animated 
throughout the match, talked frequently 
to the intense Serot, who appeared not to 
hear. 
"I was just so frustrated," said Serot, 
who called time trailing 13-15 to try to 
regain his composure. "I was missing all 
the easy shots and I just fell apart." 

From 13-all, Schmidtke ran eight 
straight points to the championship. 

"He lost his cool a little. He was 
shooting low percentage shots and 
skipping a lot of them in. I drove the ball 
left and right and that overhead drive to 
his backhand was the difference. 

" I think this was the toughest tour­
nament of all of them. Even though I 
won it, I think it was the toughest tour­
nament I have ever played . 

. . . With Serot 
In the lower half of the bracket, Serot 

sailed past four opponents and into the 
semifinals without losing a game . In fact, 
his opponents were in double figures only 
twice as he dispatched John Groff of 
Canada, 21-9, 21-8; Davey Bledsoe of 
Tennessee, 13 and 5; Bob Lund of Oregon, 
8 and 6; and then St. Louis rival Jerry 
Hilecher, 21-7, 21-12, in the quarterfinals. 

That left it up to Keeley to stop the 
parade, and for a while it looked as 
though he would. Keeley, too, had been 
impressive in the earlier rounds with 
four straight two-game victories, capped 
by a 21-8, 21-18 quarterfinal decision over 
the onrushing Canadian, Wayne Bowes. 

The muscular Keeley, pacing himself 
well , upset Serot's timing in the first 
game and pounded out a 21-20 victory. 
Keeley then built up a 17-12 lead in the 
second before Serot went wild. 

Serot, diving for incredible saves as he 
always does , ripped off nine straight 
points-each puctuated by a shout a little 
louder than U1e last-to square the match 
with a 21-17 second game. 

Serot had the momentum now and 
opened the third game with a run of five . 
Keeley had shot it all in the second game 
and didn't have anything left. Se rot ran 
nine mor e and it was over swiftly , 21-4. 

" I couldn't ge t any momentum going at 
first, " Serot said later. "My kind of game 
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Keeley shows the strain of a tough match . 

Wayne Bowes moves to cover a Keeley drive . Brumfield relaxes on a weight -li ft ing bench. 

Brumfield and Thurman in a rough-and-tumble. 

• I 

Luther Bernstein receives consolation trophy . Dave Charlson gets ready to dr ive one home. 

10 RACQUETBALL 



BIii Schmidtke gets the big prize from 
IRA President DeWitt Shy while Sieve 
Sero! settles for second. Steve Keeley, 
below left, was third. Below right, Sero! 
dives for one more against Jerry Hilecher. 

is score-five-in-a-row, but Keeley was 
walking around a lot in the first game, 
fiddling with his racquet and taking a lot 
of time. " 

So the third place match turned out to 
be a replay of the 1973 finals, Brwnfield 
vs. Keeley. Many people had expected 
such a rematch, but for all the marbles 
again. This time, the incentive wasn't 
there, two great players but definitely a 
third place match . Still, it went three 
before Keeley pulled it out , 15-21, 21-9, 21-
11. 

The 72-man Open Singles bracket was 
established with 16 seeded players and 
another flight of 16 drawing for positions 
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17 through 32. The rest of the places were 
filled by a blind draw. 

The major upset of the first round saw 
No. 15 Tom Kutas of Cincinnati, runner­
up in the East Regional, sidelined by 
James Santino of Lansing, Mich., 12-21, 
21-14, 21-13. 

Only two others of the top 32 were 
beaten in this round: Bob Martin of San 
Diego by Roland Treat of Stillwater, 
Okla ., 12 and 12; and John Hennen of 
Chattanooga by Al Portune of Pasadena , 
15-21, 21-18, 21-8. Hennen went to the 
finals of consolations before losing again. 

But two of the top eight seeds were 
eliminated in the round of 32. 

First to go was No. 8 Paul Lawrence of 
San Diego, who lost a glass-court skir­
mish to Jay Jones of Manhattan Beach, 
21-18, 14-21, 21-10. 

Then came what probably ranked as 
the big upset of the Open bracket. Young 
Trey Sayes, who has just moved to the 
west coast from Salt Lake City, ushered 
out sixth-ranked Mike Zeitman of 
Louisville, 21-12, 17-21, 21-17. 

Canadian champion Bowes, on his way 
to becoming the first Canadian ever to 
reach the quarterfinals, handled young 
Craig McCoy with surprising ease, 8 and 
13. 

Other second round matches of note 
saw Paul !kier of Minneapolis dispose of 
San Diego's Charlie Drake, 19 and 9; 
Charlson turn back Intercollegiate 
champion Randy Stafford of Tennessee, 
20-21, 21-4, 21-16; and Bob Lund take out 
Santino in a 21-19, 18-21, 21-17 marathon. 

All the Cinderella chariots turned back 
to pumpkins in the round of 16, however. 

Brumfield downed !kier, 4 and 16; No. 9 
Bill Thurman stopped Jones, 9 and 14; 
Strandemo ousted Dan Alder , 13 and 12; 
Hi lecher handled Bill Dunn, 19 and 7; 
Keeley trimmed Gordon Kelly, 4 and 12; 
Bowes took care of Sayes , 14 and 13. 

So the quarterfinals had only one 
player who hadn't been seeded among 
the top nine-Bowes . 

Brumfield and Thurman took the glass 
court for the feature of the quarters and 
it was a rough-and-tumble affair with so 
much physical contact that both players 
drew frequent reprimands from the 
referee, Zeitman. Brumfield prevailed in 
the three-gamer, 21-12, 12-21, 21-11. 

Schmidtke's clash with Strandemo 
followed, only to come to an early end 
with Steve going lame. Serot and Keeley 
won in the lower half , as expected, to set 
up their semifinal duel. 

Volatile little Luther Bernstein of 
Dallas was the class of the consolation 
bracket, sweeping to the trophy with five 
victories. 

Bernstein had put up a tremendous 
fight against Charlie Drake in the first 
round before bowing, 10-21, 21-17, 21-7. 

He came back with a pair of easy 31-
pointers, then took Don Crawford of 
Canada and Dale Sutton of San Diego in 
two-gamers, allowing less than 10 points 
per game average . 

Hennen came up through the lower half 
and had an extra match on his way to the 
finals. His toughest test was from Mike 
Romano of Massachusetts in the 
semifinals, 16 and 12. 

Bernstein started out the consolation 
finals like a whirlwind, banging home 
almost everything he touched and 
scooting in front 17-5. He closed out the 
first game at 11, then settled down to win 
a long second, 21-18, for the honors. 
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I-Ch a rli e Brumfield , Sa n Di e[O ....... 
1 0 L C 1 

Brumfield ..... 
. J . ucer o , o or do S!)rincs ..... 

Tom McKie , Rich a rdson , Texas . • • ••• .
1 De nni s Fonse cA, Hart.ford , Conn .. . .. 

16- Charles Dr1ke , Sa n Diego 
Luther Bernstein , D· llas 

.. ... . ... . · 1 

. .... . .... . 

Paul I kier , Minn eapolis .... .. ...... 
1 ,..,Pau l Lazu re , San Die go ...... . . .. . 

8-P aul Lawrenc e , San Diego .... . .... . . 

1 J im Cullen , ~emphi s ........ ...... . . 

J a y Jones , Manhattan Beach , C 1 ... ·.·.·1 
Leona r d Stream , San Mateo , Cal . 

9--Bill Thu nnan , Haywa rd , Cal. .... .... 
1 Donald Crawfo r d , Edmonton , Alt a .. .. 

Pete Wrig ht , Fort. \forth ..... . ... .. . 

1 ""Stan V/r ight , San Diego ..... .. ... . 

•• Pr el iminary Round 

21- 0 21- ) 

~•icKie .. .. . . .. . 
2: - 6 21- 9 

Dra ke ........ . 
i0 - 21 21- 17 

21- 7 

Il-:i e r . ... .... . 

15- 21 2] - 10 
21- 5 

Thurman 

21-11 2] - 5 

P . 1,'/right 

21- 19 21- ll . 

Brumfield . . .. . 
21- l. 21-5 

I kier ........ . 
21- 19 21 - 9 

Jones .. .... . . . 
21- 18 ll, - 21 

21- 10 

Thurm an . .. ... . 
20- 21 21- 5 

21-13 

Open-Top Half 

Brumfi e ld . ... . 
21- l. 21- 16 

Brumfield ... . . 
21- 12 12- 21 

21- 11 

Thurm a n 
21- 9 21-ll. 

Paul Laz ure , San Di ego , def . Duane Gettm an , Yorba Linda , Cal. , 21- 12 , ?.1- 15 
St3n 1:/ri ght , San Dieg o , def . Dan Cra,·iford , Tu stin , Ca l. , 21- 10 , 21- l.. 

l,.- Bill Sc hmidtke , Minn eapolis .. .. ... . 

1 S chmidt ,ke . . ... 
Phil Iv aldy , Century City , Ca l .. . . . 

21- 8 21-19 

Ron Starkm an , Cos ta Mesa , Ca l. • • • • • 1 
St a rkma n 

Dale Sutton , San Diego ..•... . ...... 
21- 7 21-7 

lJ - Randy St afford , Knoxville , Ten n . ... I 
St affo rd 

Mik e Chaet , Los Angel es ..... . ..... . 
2 1- l,. 21 - 11 

Dave Cha rl so n , San Diego ........... 
1 Ch.,irls on 

** Roge r Ehren , Long Beach , Cal. .... 
21- 8 21-10 

5- Steve St randemo , St . 
0
crlo

1
euadn, sM i.· n. n .. · .. · ._ 1 St r a ndemo . .... 

Jerome \'linsbe r g, llew 

Bob McAllister , Long Beach , Ca l ... . 

1 Arch J ohns t on , Bould e r , Colo . .. ... . 

12- Dan Al der , Ocean Beach , Ca l . . •· •· • .
1 Morgan Sayes , Loga n , Utah .... . .. . . . 

Roger Soud e r s , San Diego ........... 
1 i<KJoe Gibb s77-1anch ester , Mo .. ..... . 

A~Preliminary Round 

21-7 21-3 

l•1cAlli s t e r . . .. 
21- 15 ll. - 21 

21- 11. 

Ald e r ........ . 
21-8 21- l l.. 

Souder s 
21-6 21-6 

Schmidtke 
21-1 6 21- 15 

Cha rl s on ... . . . 
20- 21 21- l,. 

21-1 6 

Str a nd emo .... . 
21- 8 21-3 

Al der ...... .. . 
ll,-21 21-1) 

21- 20 

Schmidtk e ..... 

20- 21 21-17 
21-1 2 

Schmidtke ..... 
19- 21 21-19 

21- 10 

Str a nd emo 

21-13 21- 12 

Roge r Ehr en , Long Beach , Ca l ., def . Tom Wong , Lo s Ange le s , 21- 11 , 17-21 , 21- 17 
Jo e Gibb s , Manch ester , Mo., de f . J ohn Rundles , Albuqu e rq ue , JS-21 , 21-1) , ?.1-12 
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Open-Lower Half 
2-Steve Serot, St . Loui s ........ . .... 

1 John Groff , Edmonton , Alta ...... . . . 

Davey Bledsoe, Knoxville, Tenn . .... 
1 Bill Fearing , Newport Beach , Cal . .. 

15-Tom Kutas, Cincinn ati .............. 
1 James Sant ino, Lansing , Mich .... . . . 

Serot •••...•.. 
21-9 21-8 

Bledsoe 
21-J 21- 12 

Santino 
12- 21 21-14 

21-lJ 

Lund . .. ...... . Robert Lund, Portland , Ore ..... .... J 

*·*Gary Mazaroff , Albuquerque . . . . . . . 21_
13 21_

1
8 

?- Jerry Hilecher , St. Louis .... . . .. .. 
1 

Hilecher 
Alan Kent , La Mesa , Cal ........... . 21-17 21-11 

Bob Martin , San Diego ... ..... ...... 
1 

Treat . . . . .... . 
Roland Treat , Stillwater , Okla . .... 21- 12 21- 12 

10- William Dunn, Union City , Cal . • · • · .
1 

Dunn ......... . 
Ken Creese , San Diego ............. . 21-5 21- 13 

John Hennen , Chattanooga , Tenn.· .. ·.·.·. ·., Portune ...... . 
** Al Portun e , Pasadena , Cal . 15_ 21 2l - l8 

21- 8 
**Pr eliminary Round 

Se rot ........ . 
21- 13 21-5 

Lund ......... . 

21-19 18- 21 
21- 17 

Hilecher 
21- 19 21- 9 

Dunn .......•.. 
21- 14 21- 20 

Gary Mazaroff , Albuquerque , def . Bill Crafton , San Diego , 21- 6, 21- 9 
Al Portune, Pasadena , Cal ., def . Joe Ogilvie , Sa n Diego , 21- 19 , 21- 9 

3- Steve Kee ley, San Di ego B·e· a· c·h·,·· C· a·l··.·, Kee l ey ....... . 
Ric k Bryson, Huntington 

21- 6 21-7 

Steve Smith , Memphis ........... . ... 
1 Smith ........ . 

Michael Romano , Fitchburg , Mass . . . . 
20- 21 21- 17 

21- 17 

14-Gordon Kelly , Grand Ra pids , .M. 1.· c· h········i Kelly ........ . 
Scott Mccomas , Los Angeles 

21- 12 21- 12 

Mark Deutsch , Pho enix .. .. .... ..... . 
1 Deutsch 

**George Geronsin, Tust i n , Cal .. .. . 
21- 5 21- 17 

6~ i ke Zeitman , Louisville • • • • • • • • • • • 1 Zeitma n 
Dave Messer , San Diego ..... . ...... . 

21- 19 21-1 3 

McCoy ........ . 11 - Craig McCoy, Ri verside , Cal . •· ···· •1 
Pat Mor an , San Diego• ·············· 21_0 21_ 10 

Wayne Bowes , Lethbridge , Alt a . . • .. ·.·.·•· 1 
** Chuck Campanella , San Di ego 

** Preliminary Round 

Bowes .•. .. ... • 
20- 21 21- 10 

21- 8 

Keeley ....... . 
21-5 21-10 

Kelly ........• 
21- 13 7- 21 

21- 14 

T . Sayes . .•• . . 
21- 12 17- 21 

21-17 

Bowes .. .. . .• .. 
21- 6 21- 13 

Se rot ....... . . 
21-8 21-6 

Se rot .• .....• 
21-7 21-1 2 

Hil ec her 
21-19 21-7 

Keele y .......• 
21-4 21- 12 

Keeley ..•.. . . 
21-8 21-16 

Bowes ..••••... 
21- 14 21-13 

George Gero nsi n, Tustin , Cal ., def . Clyd e Sh eare r , San Diego , 21- 17, 21-19 
Chuck Campanella , San Diego , def . Vir gil Willi ams , Los Angeles , 21- 19 , 21-1 6 
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Victim's Viewpoint 

,;ile (J~ 

7a g,e &ad-(f­
g,ut 1(t~'t 

By Dave Charlson 
The first time I saw Bill Schmidtke play was durin g the 

Invitational Singles in San Diego in 1971. At that time he was 
probably 15 pounds overweight and didn 't look mu ch like a 
National Champion. After watching him play , and at the 
time thinking that I was a pretty good player, I figur ed to 
myself that I could beat him - no sweat. " 

During the next International Champion.ship s held in 
Memphis in 1972, I finally got my chance to play Schmidtke . 
But it turned out that this was the real Bill Schmidtk e who 
showed up, instead of the facsimile I saw in San Diego. After 
losing 15 or so pounds , he looked fit and was ready to pla y. 
Claiming " foul, " I tried to ge t the draw chang ed-but to no 
avail . 

Still, I figured I could give him a good game but un­
fortunately our match was assigned to the glass spectator 
court at Memphis State . During the warmup period , as the 
spectators began filing in on both sid es of the glass enclosed 
arena in anticipation of a slaughter, I began to feel the big 
green apple welling in my throat. At 11-0 in the first game, all 
I could think about was receiving the donut. But after a 
stirring comeback on my part , I lost by a respe ctabl e 21-14 
score. 

Now that I had gott en over my nervousness, I figured I had 
him. When the score rea ched 16-2 in favor of Schmidtke , I 
was trying to figure out why I was still nervou s. Luckily , he 
gave me a couple of courte sy points so I could somewhat 
respectfully crawl off the court only havin g been beat en 21-10 
in the second gam e. 

All this set the sta ge for our rematch at the 1974 In-

• 

Author Dave Charlson uses fancy footwork to cleverly 
avoid hitting a backhand . 

ternati onals in San Diego. We met in the round of 16. J oking 
with Bill before the game, I told him I was going to enforce 
the color rul e and make him have to chan ge his uniform to a 
whit e or paste l color . He told me I could do that but it would 
be the difference between me scorin g a couple of points or 
gettin g the donut. 

Grune one natur ally began with Bill wearin g what ever he 
wanted to. I was nip and tuck for awhile, bu t eventually I 
gain ed the lead , 18-16. F our forehands late r I found myse lf 
down 20-18. Regamm g the serv e, I pro cee ded to tie the game 
at 20-20. Then , wonder of wonders , I hit a backhand kill to win 
the game ! 

That start ed my downfall . I figured if I could hit one back 
hand kill I could hit another and anoth er , so I crune out 
shooting backhands in the secon d ga me. With Bill play ing 
tougher and my backhand shots pickin g up splin te rs as they 
rolled in ra ther than out, a ll chan ces of me winning in two 
s trai ght grunes went down the drain , 21-17. 

Grune thr ee started grea t for me . I had Bill 8-4 with the 
serve, when my ce iling balls bega n to rain s tucco down on 
top of me. With his backhand s tar ting to get hot and his 
forehand ge ttin g even hot ter , he proceeded to blow me off 
the court 21-12. 

When one hears the particip ants say tha t Bill is one of the 
best thr ee-gam e pla yers ar ound, believe me they know what 
they ar e talkin g about. Either tha t, or he's the worst two -
game pla yer around . 

New Rankings Based on Internationals 
The following IRA individu al rankin gs 

have been pr epared by the seeding s 
comm itt ee on th e basis of th e Int ern a ti onal 
Single s Champ ionships and will be 
modified in th e futur e to refl ec t complete 
tournam ent re sult s for the yea r. 

OPEN SINGLES 
1- Bill Schmidtke, Minneapoli s 
2- Steve Serot, San Diego 
3- Steve Keeley , San Die go 
4-C harle s Brumfi eld, San Diego 
5- Stev e Strand emo, San Di ego 
6- Bill Thu r man , Redwo od C ity 
7- Jerry Hil echer, St. Loui s 
8-- Wayne Bow es , Lethb r idge, Alta . 

9- Bill Dunn, 10-Dave Charlson, 11-
Dan Alder, 12- Trey Sayes, 13- Gordon 
Kelly , 14- Jay Jone s, 15- Paul I k ier, 16-
Bob Lund. 

HM - Paul Lawren ce, Roger Soud ers, 
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Randy Staffo rd . Pete W r ight , Mik e Zei lm an. 
SENIOR SINGLES 

1- Bud Mu ehleisen , 2- Mar k Wayne, 3-
8 111 King , 4- Howar d Ringwoo d, 5- Char l ie 
Garfink el, 6- Myron Rod er ick, 7- Deryck 
Clay, 8 - Ken Porco. 

9- George Mo rfitt, 10-- Bruce Ru ssell , 
11- J im Tr ent , 12- Bob McN amara. 13-
Lou Con cha, 13- Ge rar d Lapi err e, 15-
Pete r James, 16- Do n G r iffin . 

MASTERS SINGLES 
1- Bi ll Sella rs, 2- Richard Walker, 3-

John Ha lver son, 4- Gene Grape s, 5- Ji m 
Whit e, 6- AI Ross i, 7- 8111 Schultz, 8 - Ca rl 
Lov eday, HM - Hal Pri ce , Ric k Warn er . 

GOLDEN MASTERS SINGLES 
1- lk e Gurn er, 2 - Alex Guer ry, 3-

Jack son Bowlin g, 4-S tan Berne y, 5- Ray 
Crowl ey, 6 - Jac k Du nca n, 7- Cal Mu r phy, 
8-B en Wir ku s. 

JUNIOR SINGLES 
1- Jerry Zuckerma n, 2- Stev e Trent , 3-
Marty Hogan , 4- Kev in Meye r, 5- Richard 
Wagner , 6- Hank Marcus, 7- Jam es Doy le, 
8- Dean N1chopou los, HM- Harold Sensor . 

WOM EN'S SINGLES 
1- Peggy Ste d ing, 2- Ja n Pasterna k, 3-

Jan Ca mpbell , 4- Kat hy W illi ams, 5-
Jennifer Hard in g, 6- Suzan ne Caro w , 7-
Jea n Sauser , 8- Ki mber ly M ill er . 

9- Janell Mar rio t t , 10- Bett e Weed , 
11- Lind a ~ iau, 12- Evie Morg uelan, 13-
Kath y Schr 1llo, 14- Bet ty Jo hnson, 15-
Sue Lalo nde , 16- Ruth Knu dsen. 

WOMEN'S DOUBLES 
1- St e d i ng -Go r s k i, 2 - Will ia m s -

Cam pbell , 3- Mlll er -Pasterna k, 4- Weed ­
Mar rio tt , 5- Hardi ng-LaLonde , 6- Pond ­
S1au, 7 - G uerry -Fryar, 8 - McGo w an ­
Keenam . 
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" I believe these gals are getting 
younger eve r y year, ' ' said Peggy 
Steding. 

" Don't you believe it," chimed in the 
youngsters in question , Jan Pasternak 
and Jan Campbell. "It's Peggy who's 
getting younger .' ' 

Maybe that ' s a testimonial for 
racquetball - all of them are getting 
younger. But a decade or so difference in 
age had no effect on the scores as "Super­
Tex " from Odessa blasted her way to a 
second consecuti ve Women 's Singles 
champ ionship . 

Pa s ternak , a two-t ime champion 
herself ( 1971-72) , made it close for a 
while in the finals . But only for a while . 

The score was 8-8 when Peggy won the 
serve . Suddenly it was 18-8. Pasternak 
served once . Side out. Peggy served . 21-8. 
Then 21-6 and it was all over. 

In eight games, Peggy had allowed her 
opponen.rs 63 points, just under eight 
points a· game . 

After a first round bye, Peggy faced 
Betty Joh nson of Ocean Beach , Calif. It 
was 21-5, 21-9. Then came Suzanne 
Carow of Glenview , Ill. , 21-10, 21-2. 

Campb ell in the semifina ls looked like 
a real challenge . " She's a good one," said 
Peggy , " might be too much for me ." Jan 
did rea ch double figures twice , but it was 
21-10, 21-13. 

Without doubt, Peggy Steding is an 
amazin g play er . Last year, no one had 
hea rd of her and she ex1)loded into the 
IRA Champi onship s like a bomb , leaving 
shock wav es in all dir ections. 

This yea r, everyone had heard of her. 
She was No. 1 seed - the only No. 1 seed in 
the tow·nament who won a cham­
pionship . But hearin g about her and 
playin g her ar e different stori es . 

"Th er e's no way you can get ready to 
play Peggy ," sa id one of the 27 women in 
the field . " You hope you draw her early 
enough to get into consolatio ns or la te 
enou gh to pla y for third ... or better still, 
not at all. " 

Lounging at courtside, she 's friendly to 
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Super Duper Tex ... 

Being Young 
Is No Excuse 

all concerned, modest about her own 
skills , particularly one to encourage 
junior players . She' s ready to referee and 
help keep things running smoothly . 

Warming up and between points, she is 
totally relaxed . But once the ball 
bounces, look out. Her concentratio n 
buzzes like an electric current. Her 
serves come snaking off the side wall, 
spinni ng crazily and sometimes im­
possible to handle. She looks ready to kill 
every single shot and often it seems as 
though she does kill every shot. 

One of the top Open players watched 
her destroy an opponent and walked 
away shaking his head . " Just another 
routine crush ." 

Peggy has been playing racquetball 
only 3½ years . She taught herself how to 
play and has learned everything on her 
own. The 1973 Internationals marked the 
first lime she ever had gone off to a 
ra cquetba ll tournament, but since then 
she has won the IRA singles and doubles 
twice and the Canadian singles once . 

Jan Pasternak 

• 

Jan Campbell 

Racquetball, however, is not her only 
sport . .. far from it. She won four state 
tennis champio nships in 1955-56 while 
attending Odessa Junior College and was 
unbe ate n for two years . 

Sports Illustrated once ran her picture 
among "Faces in the Crowd" after she 
fast-pitched her softball team to an 18-0 
record with seven shutouts . She 
averaged 16 points a game one basketball 
season , with a high of 46, as that team, 
too, had an 18-0 record. 

Pasternak had to earn her way to the 
finals with a difficult thr ee-game victory 
over third-seeded Kathy Williams of 
Hazel Park, Mich., 9-21, 21-17, 21-15. 

Campbell came back to defeat 
Williams for third , 10 and 5. 

Bette Weed of El Cajon captured 
consolations , 15 and 6, over Ruth 
Knudsen of Bountiful, Utah . Weed, 
seeded seventh , had been upset in the 
round of 16 by Jennifer Harding of 
Portland, 21-10 in the third. 

The only othe r early upsets saw Linda 
Siau of Riverside outlast No. 5 Evie 
Morguelan of Louisville, 21-10 in the 
third, an d Jean Sauser of Morton Grove, 
Bl., side line No. 6 Kimberly Miller of San 
Diego, 21-18 in the third, both in the round 
of 16. 
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1-Peggy Steding, Odess a , Texas ····1 Steding . ... . 

Bye .... · · • • · · · · · · · · · • · · · • .•..... 

Ruth Knudsen, Bountiful , Utah ···1 Johnson 
Betty Johnson, Ocean Beach, Cal. 21 -1 1 21 -11 

8 -J anell Marriott, Sal t Lake City ·1 Marriott 

Jan e t Law renc e , San Diego ··· · · ·· 21 - 12 21-6 

Suz a nne Carow, Glenview, Ill. ···1 Carow ... . .. . 
Barbara McGowan , San Diego · · · · · · 19- 21 21 - 6 

21 -1 

4 -J an Campbell , San Diego ·· ···· ·· ·1 Campbell .... 
Bye ...... •. ...... · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 

Loi s Dowd, Winnetka, Ill. · · · · · · ·, Noguchi ..... 
Donna Noguchi, Huntingto n Beach· Forf e it 

5-Evie Morguelan, Louisville .. • • • .
1 Bye ..... · • · • · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · . .... 

Jan DeWolf, Encinitas , Cal. 

Lind a Siau, Riverside , Cal • 
.... · 1 
. . . . . 

2-Jan Pasternak, Tempe, Ariz. ·· ··· J Pasternak 
Bye ........ . ..... .... · • · · • • • · • · · 

Sue LaLonde, Vancouver, Wash. ···, LaLond e . . ... 
Micki Pearson, San Di ego ·······• For.f e it 

7-Bette Weed, El Ca jon , Ca.~· • . :::::: J 
Susan Montes, Honolulu 

Jennifer Harding, Port l and, . 0. ~~:. J 
Lisa Ornstein, Los Angeles 

3-Kathy Williams, Hazel Park, Mich. J 

By e .•.. · · · • • · · · • • · • · · · · · · · .. ..•. 

Lucy Fryar, Chattanooga, Tenn. •·1 
Kathy Schrillo, West Los Angele s 

Weed ... • • • • • 1 
Forfeit 

Harding .. ... 

21 -15 21- 16 

William s .... • ... 

1 Schrillo 

21- 8 21 -1 6 

6-Kimb e rly Miller, San Diego ······1 Miller 
Carmenza Pond, Riverside, Cal. • • 21-3 2 1-10 

Shannon Sweeney, Fort Worth · · · · • 1 Sauser . .. • • • 
Jean Sauser, Morton Grove, Ill. · 21 - 11 21-11 

Steding 

21 -5 21 - 9 

Carow ... . • • • 

21 - 20 15 - 21 
21-8 

Campbell . ... 

21 - 4 21 - 3 

Siau . . ... • • • 

15-21 21 -1 5 
21 - 10 

P asternak ... 

21 - 2 21 - 8 

Harding .... . 

19 - 21 21-14 
21-10 

Williams . • • • 
21 -12 21-11 

Sauser .. • • • • 

21 - 15 9- 21 
21 -18 

Steding 

21 - 10 21-2 

Women's 

St eding 

Campbe l l ... . 

21-7 21 - 7 

Pasternak . . . 

21 - 14 21 - 17 

21 - 10 21 - 13 

Stedin g 
21 - 8 

21 - 6 

Pas tern ak •.•• 

9-21 21 - 17 

21 - 15 

Willi a ms .. .. 

21 - 4 21 - 7 

Third Plac e : Campbell def . Willi ams , 21 - 10 , 21 - 5 
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The Director Says: 

THE FUTURE'S IN GOOD HANDS 

INTERNATIONAL RACQUETBALL ASSOCIATION 

P. 0. Box 1016 • Stillwater, Oklahoma 74074 • (405) 377-2676 

Dear Racquetball Friends: 

I would like to report to the members who were not present at the Internationa l Champ ionsh ips 
In San Diego . It was the finest tournament that I have attended since I have been associated with Rac­
quetball. I believe the play in all divisions was exceptiona l and the sem if inals and the finals In the Open 
were the most fantastic racquetball playing I have ever seen . 

I want to congratulate everybody who played In the Championsh ips. 

I would like to take this opportunity to personally thank Dr. Bud Muehle isen, who was the tourna­
ment director, and so many people who helped to put on such a successful tournament. People don't 
realize how important it Is and how many people it takes to put on a top-notch tournament of this size. 
I would also like to thank Brown's Racquetball Club for their great hospitality In letting us use the ir 
facllity for the Championships. 

I can tell you our future of racquetball Is going to get better and better and one reason for this 
Is the fine play that we had In the Junior Division in San Diego. 

Our membership meeting was a very productive and active meeting w ith 108 members present 
and we had very lively discussions and I felt the meeting was very open to everybody. 

I would like to congratulate our two Hall of Fame Inductees, Bud Muehleisen and Joe Sobek . Both 
of them gave very Impressive speeches concerning what racquetball had meant to them. 

I bel lave the future of racquetball Is In the hands of each one of you members as well as In the 
hands of the state chairmen, regional comm issioners, Board of Directors and, of course, the Executiv e 
Director. As long as we work together for the betterment of racquetball we are going to see great str ides 
In our organization. 

I hope every one of you Is having a very pleasant summer and I am looking forward to seeing all 
of you around the racquetball circuit. 

~· yt~J/ 
Myron Roderick 
Executive Director 

RACQUETBALL 
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Four new IRA Directors were elected, :,everal awards 
were presented for outstanding service to racquetball and a 
comprehensive rule on uniforms was adopted during the 
annual general membership meeting June 8 in San Diego. 

Peggy Steeling of Odessa, Texas, Ivan Bruner of Madison, 
Wis., Dr . Hal Price of Phoenix and Bill Dunn of Union City, 
Calif., were elected to the Board of Directors for three-year 
terms. 

Plaques were presen ted by DeWitt Shy, IRA president, to 
out-going directors Gerry Lapierre, Bob Mcinerney, Larry 
Lederman and Bob Challenger . Shy expressed his ap­
preciation and that of the Board and the membership for 
their service to the sport and each responded that they would 
continue to help promote and further the IRA. 

Shy then became the recipient of a major award when he 
was pres ented a plaque as Man of the Year for 1973. 

" DeWitt has been a very outstanding leader for us during 
the time of change ," said Executive Director Myron 
Roderick, "and without him it would have been impossible to 
make the change as smooth and as successful as it has 
been.' ' 

Peggy Steding, who won the women's singles and doubles 
titles in 1973, was presented the Woman Athlete of the Year 
award and Charlie Brumfield, International Singles and 
Doubles champion a year ago, was presented a plaque as 
Male Athlete of the Year. 

HALFORD R. PRICE Phoenix, Ariz. 
48 , marr ied to V irginia , two daughters. 

Doctor of Medicine, family practice in 
Phoenix 17 years . U.S.A. Medical Corps 
1945 -46, graduate Loma Linda Univ. 
medical schoo l 1956 , Who' s Who in the 
West 196 9 -74, president of Seventh Day 
Adventist Missionary Foundation, 1968 -74. 

Avid racq uetb a ll player last eight years, 
Arizona state chairman 1973 -74 . Ranks in 
top ten nationally in Ma ster s Singles. 
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PEGGY STE DING Odessa, Texas 
Mrs . George H. Steding , with one son. 14 . 

Housewife and year -aro und tennis in ­
structor . Two -t im e IRA Intern a tion al 
Women' s Singles and Doubles champion . 

Taught herself to play racquetball 3 ½ 
years ago . Al so accomp li shed star in tenni s, 
softba ll , basketball . 

IVAN BRUNER Madison, Wis. 
49. single, two sons . Operates Ivan 

Bruner Construction Co., which builds 
houses, multiple-family un its and com­
mercial buildings , also Ivan Bruner In­
vestments dealing with management and 
ownership of apartments. 

Started with paddleball 12 yea rs ago, 
switched to racquetba II in 1970 . Also 
enjoy s basketball, softball and jogging. 
"Carried" Bill Schmidtke to Wisconsin 
doubles title in 1970. 

WILLIAM R. DUNN Union City , Calif. 
31, married to Barbara Jean. Math in­

structor at Chabot CC, Hayward, Calif., 
assistant basketball coach seven years. 
Graduate UCLA masters's from Cal­
Hayward . Likes music, camping, bass 
fishing. 

Played racque tball for 3½ years. Fourth 
in 1973 Open Doubles with Bill Thurman. 
Currently ranks ninth in Open Singles . Past 
two years has won 10 titles in singles and 
doubles. second 11 times . third 10 times. 

The IRA then had the honor to induct the first two mem­
bers of the newly estab lished Citizens Savings Hall of Fame 
for Racquetball, the former Helms Hall of Fame. 

Dr. Bud Muehleisen of San Diego, the first International 
Singles champion in 1969 and winner of many various 
nationa l championships since, was inducted as a contestant. 

It was a great pleasure for the Directors and members to 
meet Joe Sobek, who flew all the way in from Greenwich, 
Conn., to be inducted into the Hall of Fame as a contributor. 
It was through the efforts of Joe Sobek that the sport of 
racquetball was established, and every racquetball en­
thusiast owes him a great deal of gratitude. 

Both men made impressive speeches in expressing their 
appreciation for their selection to the Hall of Fame. 

The Executive Director presented the fina ncial report for 
1973, as follows: 
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1973 RECEIPTS 
Royalties S 
Membership 
Advertising 
Sale of publications 
Sale of supplies 
Tournament income 
Miscellaneous 

91,491 .36 
10,279. 50 
4,247 .59 
3 ,305 .08 

209 .07 
226 .00 
509.34 

Total $110 ,267 .94 

1973 
Salarie s 

EXPENDITURES 

Profe ssional fees 
Depreciatio n 
Due s and subscriptions 
Legal and accounting 
Rent 
Payroll taxes 
Awards and trophie s 
Duplicating 
Magazine production 
Mail ing service 
Office supplies 
Postage 
Mem bers hip suppl ies 
Supplie s fo r resale 
Teleph one 
Tournament expense 
Travel 
Miscellaneous 
Tax adjustment 

Total 
Net income 
Total . 

S 12,029 .59 
2,600 .00 

55 .40 
53.00 

7,561.76 
900 .00 

1,153 .58 
1,031 .25 

581 .84 
21,983.44 

849 .39 
2,189.40 
6,084 .12 

. 906 .56 
6,354 .6 3 
2,554.46 

14,065 .1 7 
5 ,020 .59 
1,036.66 

193 .52 
86 ,817.32 
23,450.62 

110,267.94 

Roderick also reported that membership in the IRA has 
grown from 3,000 to about 5,200 dw-ing the past year and 
stated that this figure could be doubled if eve ry one continues 
to work hard at the local level. 

Information for Racquetball Magazine has been coming in 
well the last two issues and Roderick str essed to the mem­
bership to keep sending in articles . Anything of intere st to 
the membership will be printed in the magazine . 

Doubles to Minneapolis 
A change in the site of the Int ernational Doubles Cham­

pionships Oct. 11-13, 1974, was made to the Supreme Court in 
Minneapolis . The change was necessary, Roderick said, 
because it was learned that the Executive Club in 
Cleveland - originally schedu led to host the 1974 event - has 
22-foot ceilings instead of the standard 20-foot ceilings. 

The Executive Director swnmarized briefly the seven­
how- meeting of the Board of Directors which took place 
earlier in the week. Minutes of the Directors meeting appear 
elsew here in this issue of the magazine . 

National Commissioner Ken Porco reported on the revised 
plan for 10 regional tournaments the first weekend in March . 
Eight regionals will be held in the United States and two in 
Canada. A player may compete in only one reg ional, but may 
make his own choice of which one . The Board felt this would 
ease travel problems for some players who live closer to an 
"outside" regional than to the tournament in their own 
region . 

Porco stressed that anyone interested in holding one of the 
IRA Regionals or one of the IRA Invitationals in 1975 get in 
tou ch with him in Louisville dw-ing the next month so the 
calendar for the coming year can be finalized. In bidding for 
one of the tournaments, a complete eval uation of the facility 
where the meet is to be held should be prepared, along with 
full information on motels, tran spor tation and other ac­
comodations. 
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The Board of Directors report on T-shirts and uniforms 
was presented to the membership by Charlie Brumfield and 
considerab le discussion followed concerning what the IRA 
should regulate or not regulate. There was some feeling 
among the m embers that we should open up the rule to where 
we could put anything on the front or back of the uniform as 
long as it was not obscene. 

The Board mad e a recommendation with the feeling it 
should try to kee p the sport of racquetball neat and orderly in 
dress as well as in conduct of the game. 

After lengthy discussio n, a motion was made by Scott 
Deeds of Ca liforni a and seco nded by V. Z. Lawton of 
Oklahoma. The rule was voted by a large margin and will be 
followed in all IRA-sanctioned tournaments. The rule reads : 

"T he basic body of the uniform must be of a light or bright 
color so as not to blend in with the black baU when it passes 
close to the body of the pla ye r . The uniform trim and shoes 
may be of an y color . The front of the pants and shirt may 
contain a deca l not me as w-ing over five inches in any 
dimension . The decal may contain a club insignia or com­
mercial advertising of any kind . 

Names Only on the Back 

"T he ba ck of the uniform must be completely unadorn ed 
exce pt that a player's name may be placed in one horizontal 
line across a shirt in letters not over three inches high . 
Double s teams should wear similar color to ease problems of 
referee identifi cation . Warmup suits not worn in actua l play 
may be of any color and may hav e a ny insignia anywhere." 

Ken Porco presented the report of the nominating com­
mitt ee for elections lo the Board of Directors . Each year, 
three or four directors will be elected beca use a ll Directors 
and officers rotate off the Board after thr ee-yea r terms. 

There were fow- vacancies on th e Board for this election, 
replacements for Lapierre , Mcin erney and Lederman ­
whose tenns expired - a nd for Roderick - who resign ed from 
the Board to beco me Executive Dire ctor. 

Bob Cha llenger had res igned as Canadian Director 
because of trav el problem s, but the Canadian Racqu e tball 
Association se lects its own repre se ntative and had named 
John W. Chambe rs of West Vancouver, B. C., to serve the 
remainder of Chal lenge r's term . Chambers was introdu ce d 
and welcom ed to the Board . 

Rules for the annual election call for a nom inatin g com­
mitl ee of five Directors selected by the Pre s ident to research 
the prospe cts and submit a candidate for each open position . 
The membership then may make as man y additional 
nomin at ions from the floor as it choos es . 

Ea ch member then ma y vote for four c:andidates . To win 
the election, a nominee must hav e a majority of votes cast. If 
four do not r ece ive a majority, the two highes t ranking 
candidates are voted on again until one has a majority. 

The four nominees submitted by the committee were Ivan 
Brun er, Dr. Hal Price , Bill Dunn and Dr . Vince Cutshall of 
South Dakota. 

Nominated from the floor were Mike Zeilman, Jim Trent, 
Bette Weed , Joe Zelson, Steve Serot , Jerry Hilec her , Peggy 
Steding and Steve Strand emo. 

In the first round of votinJ:(. the results were : Dunn 98, 
Bruner 64, Price 56, Cutshall 38, Sted ing 38, Zeitman 35, Weed 
30, Strandemo 25, Trent 19, Zelson 18, Serot 17, Hilecher 9-
with Dunn, Bruner and Pric e elected by majority . A second 
vote was held betw ee n Cutshall and Steding, with Mrs. 
Steding being elected by a majority. 

Closing remarks to the meeting were pr ese nted by Dr. Bud 
Muehleis en, who discussed the remainin g sess ions of the 
International Singles Champ ions hip s and thank ed all the 
peop le who have helped him and his committees mak e this 
one of the fin es t IRi\ tournam ents ever held. 

The m ee tin g wa s adjourned after one hour, 45 minute s. 
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Bud Muehleisen 

Bud Muehleisen is the first racquetball 
player to win IRA International Singles 
champi onships in three differ ent age 
groups . 

"Yea h," grumbled one of his latest 
victims, "a nd if you wait a couple of 
years he'll make it in four ." 

All in a ll, it was quite a week for the 
stylish southpaw, who swept to the 
champ ionship of the brand new 35-over 
Senior Singles without the loss of a game. 
He allowed his five opponents an ave rag e 
of 9.5 point s per contest. 

Mue leise n entere d the 46-ma n field as 
the No. 4 choice, but the seedings fell 
apart on Friday afternoon and he wound 
up facing sevent h-ranked Mark Wayne in 
the final s. Wayne put up a good struggle 
in the first ga me, but the 21-18, 21-11 
outcom e left no real doubt. 

The part-time San Diego dentist really 
became a full-time rac quetb all man 
durin g the month climaxed by the 
tournam ent. 

First, he was tournament director in 
full cha rge of a ll the many detai ls in­
volved in produ ct ion of the meet. Also, as 
an IRA Director, he spe nt seven hours 
Tuesday in the annua l Board meeting . 

The principal honor came Saturday 
mornin g when he was inducted , along 
with Joe Sobek, as one of two charte r 

., 

• 

The classic backhand 
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Just a Routine Month ... 

The Dentist 
Pulls Another 

Mark Wayne 

members of the Racquetball Hall of 
Fame. The select ion re cognized Bud as 
the first IRA Open Singles cham pion 
( 1969) and the only two-time 40-over 
Master s Singles champion ( 1972-73). 

Des pite the distractions , Dr. Bud 
display ed great consistency in his play 
throu ghout the tow·nament. 

• 

Muehleisen vs. King 

His chief weapon was pin-point ac­
curacy with nearly ever y shot. As a case 
in point , look at his 21-10, 21-15 victory 
over Bill King of Memphis in the 
semifinals. Five straight times Dr . Bud 
hit his unusual overhead smash-a 
throwback to tennis days and a shot you 
don' t see all that often in racquetball. 
Five straight times he drilled it off the 
front wa ll within an inch or two of the 
floor, leaving King handcuffed. 

" There 's not much you can do exce pt 
say 'Nice shot, Bud' and hope he misses 
the next one," King declared. " And 
when he keeps it up, there isn't anything 
you can do." 

King , the No. 8 seed , provided one of 
the big victor ies of the entire tournament 
when he turned back top-ranked Charlie 
Garfinke l of Buffalo , N. Y., in the 
quart erfinals , 21-20, 21-19. You can't get a 
whole lot closer in two ga mes , and each 
was a see-saw strugg le right down to the 
wire. 

The seedi ngs a lso fell apa rt in the 
lower half of the bracket, with No. 6 
Howie Ringwood of Salt Lake City ad­
vanci ng to the semis, where he became a 
three game victim of Wayne , 21-13, 12-21, 
21-13. 

Thw·sday" s early rounds gave no real 
hint of things to come. Gerry Lapierre of 

·-

The Wayne serve 
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Cleveland provided most of the 
highlights with a pair of three- game 
victories which sent him to the round of 
16 a gainst Muehle isen . That ended 21--4, 
21-7. 

First favorit e to fall Frida y, in the 
round of 16, was second-seeded Ken 
Porco of Louisville, the Senior Invitation 
champion . Severely hobbled by an in­
jur y , Porco couldn 't keep up with husky 
Lou Concha of San Francisco and bowed 
out , 21-20, 21-18. 

Der yck Clay , the No. 5 seed from 
Portola Valley, had a tough three- garner 
with Bruce Russell of San Diego, but the 
bigg est scare was survived by Ringwood , 
21-20 in the third over classy Canadian 
George Morfitt of West Vancouver. 

Wayne, who had start ed with a 21-18, 
21-14 conquest of East Canada champion 
Murdock Cranston of Halifax , ad van ced 
past Jim Trent of San Diego, 21-11, 21-12. 
Seven of the top eight- Por co excluded­
advanced to the quarters . 

Myron Roderick, who had been going 
in all directions to mee t his duti es as IRA 
Executi ve Director, never could get his 
game together agains t Ringwood in the 
quarterfin a ls, and the No. 3 seed from 
Stillwater , Okla. , went down quickly, 12 
and 12. 

The same court pr omptly produc ed the 
next major upset , King over Garfinkel. 
Meanwhil e, Muehleisen was disposin g of 
Clay, 21-6, 21-14, and Wayne was sendin g 
Concha to the sidelines , 8 and 11. 

That set up the semifinal s, King vs. 
Muehleis en and Wayne vs. Ringwood. 
After his loss to Wayne in the semis, 
Ringwood was called hom e by a family 
emergency and had to defa ult his third 
place match to King. 

Dr. Peter Jam es of Bellingham, Was h. , 
won the consolation title over Don Griffin 
of Phoenix, 11-21, 21-10, 21-10. In his first 
outing, Jam es was one of Lapierre 's 
three-gam e victims . Then he had to skin 
past Jerry North wood of Newport Bea ch, 
31-30 in the first round of consolations . 

Griffin , who was dropped into con­
solati ons by Tom Carlyon of La Mesa, 
also had a st inge r in his first consolation 
match, 31-29 over Ted Thee of Es con­
dido . 

King drives on Dr. Bud. 
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Bill King watches as Charlie Garfinkel sights in on a backhand. 

Consolation Scoreboard 
OPEN SINGLES 

Preliminary : Henn en de f. Ogilvi e, 3 1-16. 
First Round : Lucero de f. Fons eca. 31 -

18 : Bern ste in def Gettma n, 3 1-4 ; Stream 
def. Culle n, 3 1-19 : Don Craw for d def. Dan 
Cr awfo rd , 3 1-16 : Sut to n def. lv a ldy, 3 1-28 : 
Ch aet de f Wong, 3 1 -2 4 , Jo hnston def. 
Winsberg , 31 -18 ; M. Sayes de f. Rund les , 
31 - 16 ; Fearing def . Gro f f, 3 1- 14 ; Kut a s 
de f. Cr afton , 3 1-4 , Kent de f. A l Shelby, 3 1-
15 , Hennen de f . Creese , 3 1-20 , Roma no 
de f. Bry son. 31 -2 6 : Shearer def Mccomas , 
31 -25 : Susson de f. Me sser , 31 -18 ; Moran 
forf ei t fro m Wi lli ams . 

Second Round : Berns tein de f. Luc ero , 
31 -11 : Don Cr awf ord def. St ream , 31 -2 1 : 
Sutton de f. Chaet. 31- 29 : M. Sayes de f. 
John ston . 31 -27 : Fearing de f. Kutas, 31 -7 : 
Hennen def. Ken t. 31 - 10 : Rom ano def. 
Shear er . 31-9 : Mo ran d ef. Susson, 31 -30 . 

Quarterf inals : B e rn ste i n def . D o n 
Craw fo rd . 21 -11 , 2 1-8 : Sutto n de f. M 
Sayes, 21 -8 , 21 -20 ; Hen nen def. Fear ing . 
21 -9 , 2 1-8 ; Roma no def. Mora n , 2 1-18 , 21-
13. 

Semifinals : Be rns te in de f. Sutto n, 21 -
12. 2 1-6 : He n nen def. Romano , 2 1-16 , 2 1-
12 . 

Finals : Bern st ein d ef He nnen . 2 1- 11. 
2 1-18 . 

SENIOR SINGLES 
Preliminary : Jam es def. Nort hwood , 31 -

30 . 
First Round ; Moone y forfe it fro m 

Chamb er s: We l lborn fo rf e it fro m Traver s : 
James def. A rm stro ng . 3 1-8 : We ck erly def 
Lip pe , 31 -13 ; Pet er son forf ei t from 
Kap lan : G r iff in def. Thee . 31 -29 : Av ila def. 
Ohleman . 31 - 18 : Kee ler de f. Co nn. 31 -22 . 

Quarterfinals : Moone y def. Wel lb orn . 
2 1-3 . 2 1-10 : Jame s def. Wecker ly. 21 -17. 
2 1-13 : Gri ff in de f. Pete r son . 2 1-3 . 2 1-14 : 
Av i la d ef. Keele r . 3 1-30 . 

Semifinals: Ja mes def. Moo ney. 21 -12. 
2 1-17 : G r iff in d ef. Av ila . 2 1-16. 2 1- 11. 

Finals : Jam es def. Gr iff in . 11 -2 1. 2 1-10, 
21 -10 . 

MASTERS SINGLES 
First Round : Kob ernic k def. Milgri m, 31 -

2 7 : N1chopoulo s fo r feit f ro m Fle1t z : 
Ho lla nd def . Deeds . 31 -10 : Schina gle def. 
Fa rrel l , 31 -7 ; Van Fossen de f. Turn er . 31 -

26 ; Swar tz def Pearl , 31 -5 : Bar low de f. 
Judson . 3 1-22 : Perelma n for fe it from 
Pr ess. 

Quarterf i na l s : N 1c hopou l os d e f. 
Kobe rni ck , 31 -17: Hol land def. Sch inag le, 
3 1-27 ; Swart z de f. Van Fosse n, 3 1-17 ; 
Pere lman de f. Barl ow . 31 -22 . 

Semif inals : N 1cho pou los de f. Ho l land , 
2 1-19, 2 1-16 : Swartz def. Pere lma n, 21 -6. 
21 -9 

Finals ; Sw ar tz def. N 1chopo ulos. 2 1-19 , 
19 -21 , 2 1- 15 

WOMEN 'S SINGLES 
Fi rst Round : McGowa n forf e it fr om 

Lawre nce ; Morguelan de f. DeWolf , 31 - 17 ; 
Weed def. Orns tein. 3 1-15 ; Pond fo rfe it 
fro m Swee ney . 

Quarterf inals ; Kn ud sen de f. McGow an , 
31 -21 ; Noguc hi for fe it from Morgue lan ; 
Weed def. Lalo nde , 3 1-27 : Fry ar def. 
Pond , 2 1-15 , 21 -19 . 

Sem ifina ls : Knudsen def Noguch i, 21 -
18 . 21 -14, Weed def Frya r . 2 1-6 , 21 -6 

Finals : Weed def. Knudsen . 21 -15 , 21 -6. 

JUNIOR SINGLES 
Fi rst Round : Bu ckle y def Reyno ld s, 2 1-

12 , 2 1-7 , N 1cho pou los fo rf e i t f ro m 
Salvado r : Swar tz def. R. Love day, 16 -21 , 
2 1-14 . 2 1-4 , C. Love day def. Sand le r, 21 -
13. 2 1-19 . 

Semif inals : Nicho poulos def. Buck ley, 
21 -15. 21 -3 , C . Loveday def . Swartz . 21 -17, 
8 -21 , 21 - 18 . 

Finals : N1chopou los de f. C. Lov eda y, 21 -
5. 21 -6. 

GOLDEN MASTERS SINGLES 
First Round : Green def Loh r 31 -20 · 

Spau ld ing def. Sco t t, 3 1-23 . ' ' 
Semif ina ls : Green def Lede rma n , 2 1-12. 

2 1-13, Spauldin g for feit from Shoss. 
Finals : Gr een def Spaul d ing 2 1-12 21· 

5. ' ' 

WOMEN 'S DOUBLES 
Fi rst Round : Ha r d ing- Lalon d e de f 

McGowa n-Keenam. 2 1- 14 , de fau lt : Pond ­
Siau de f. Guer ry-Fr yar 21 -17 17-2 1 21 -
15. . ' ' 

Fi nal s : H ar di ng -Lalo n de d ef. Po nd ­
S1au. 2 1-17 . 21 -7 . 
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1- Cha r li e Ga rfi nkel , Bu ffa lo , NY ... 
1 

Seniors 
*XRona l d Bot chan , Granada Hi lls .. 

J ohn Moon ey , Col orado Sp rin gs . ... J 

Bob Mcl ner ney , Co r onado , Ca l .. ... 

8-William King , Memphi s ......... .. . J 

** Logan Ta te , Let hb rid ge , Alt a .. . 

Bob McNamar a , Min neapolis .. • • • • • • 1 
** Ron Sa l vado r , Cl eve l a nd .. . ... . . 

4-Bud Muehleisen , La Mesa , Cal .. • • •] 
.Y.·XBi ll Armstro ng , Pa l os Ver des . . . 

Peter Jame s , Be llin gha m, Was h . . .. 
1 xxcerry Lapierre , Cl e veland ..... . 

Gar fink el .. . 
21- 12 21- 1 

Mcl ne r ney ... 
1,- 21 21- 9 

21- 5 
Ki ng ...... . . 

1 

21- 5 21- 12 

McNama r a .. .. 
21- 15 21- 5 

Muehleisen .. 
21- 2 21- 8 

Lap ie rr e . .. . 
21- 11 11- 21 

21- 17 
5-~ er y_ck Cl ay , Portola va_l ley , Ca l . ] " Cl ay ....... . 

· • Ri chard Kunze , San Di ego . .. . .. . 
21- 11 21-4 

Bruce Rus se ll , San Die go ..... . . . . J Russel l 
** All en Wec ke r l y , San Diego ... . . . 

21- 10 .C:1- 11 

x• Preliminary Round 

Gar f ink e l . . . 
21- 11 21- 9 

Ki ng ........ 
21- 11 21- 10 

Muehle i sen . . 
21- 4 21- 7 

Clay ....... . 
21- 18 20- 21 

21- 16 

Kin g ........ 
21- 20 21- 19 

Mue hleisen . .. 
21- 10 21- 15 

Muehleise n .. 
21- 6 21- 14 

Botchan def . John Chambers , West Van couv er , B. C., 21- 14, 21- 11 
Ta te def. Art Travers , Ne1·Fport Bea ch , Cal. , 21- 5, 21- 13 
Salvador def. Tom \'le llborn , La Mesa , Ca l. , 21- 15 , 21-J 
Armstron g won by forfeit from Dan Little , Chica go 
Lap i e rr e def . Jerry North1·1ood , Newport Beach , Ca l. , 21- 16 , 8- 21 , 21-14 
Kunz e def . Ernest Lipp e , Sa n Di eg o , 21-7 , 11- 21 , 21- 15 

Mueh l e i sen 
21- 18 
21- 11 

\'/e ck e rly 1-1on by forfeit from She lly Cl a r , Chicago 

2-Ken Porco , Lou isv i ll_e .. . ......... ] Porc o ..... . . 
**Joe Bann an, El CaJon , Cal ..... . 21- 10 21- 8 

Conc ha ..... . Bob Pe t e r s on , Boise , Id aho . •.•. •. •.•.•. ·.1 
Lou Conch a , San Francisco 21_ 17 16_21 

21- 18 
Wayne ...... . 7--Mark Wayne , Fr emont , Cal. ........ 

1 x-xMurdock Cranston , Halifax , N. S • 21_ 18 21_14 

Trent .... . . . James Trent , San Di eg o ........... 
1 **Tom Ca r l yon , La Mesa , Cal . • • • • • 21_ 20 2l-l 8 

)-My r on Roderick , Stillwater , Okl a . J Rode r ic k 
** Obed Oas , Oma ha ...... . .. . ... •· · 2l-1 2 21- 4 

Rxon Ha_i s tin _g, Ph o_enix ..... . .. .. .. 
1 

S. h mi t ....... 
· •Tevie Smith , Ric hmond , B. C. • · · · Forf e it 

6- Ho11a rd Ri n gwood , Sa lt Lake City • • 1 
** P . F. Colombo , Scarsdale , NY ... 

Geor ge Morfitt , 
x xv . Z . La1·1ton, 

Rin g1·1ood .... 

1 

21-13 21-16 

W. Va nco uve r , B. C. I M f"tt ,-,or 1 ...•• 

Norman , Okl a . . . . . 2 1- 9 21-17 

xxpreliminary Round 

Conch a ..... . 

21- 20 21- 18 

\'layne ...... . 
21- 11 21- 12 

Roderick ... . 

21- 4 21- 11 

Rin gwood . . . . 
21-12 13- 21 

21-20 

Bann a n def . Ba r r y Kap l an , Pho enix , 16 - 21, 21-1 2, 21- 15 
Cra n s t on def . Ted The e , Es co ndido , Ca l. , 21- 3, 21-1 7 
Ca rl yon def . Don a ld Grif fi n , Ph oe ni x , 21- 10 , 21-8 
Oas def . Chu ck Ohl eman , Los Ange l es , 21- 17 , 21- 11 
Smit h de f . J e rry Avila , San Clemente , Ca l ., 21- 16 , 21- 17 
Colombo def . Rona ld Keele r , San Diego , 21-9 , 21-3 
La v/to n de f. Bry a n Conn , El Cajon , Ca l. , 21- 12 , 21- 6 
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Wayne ...... . 
21- 8 21-11 

\'/a yne ....... . 

Rin gwood .. . . 
21-1 2 21- 12 

21- 13 12- 21 
21- 13 

Th ird Pl ace : 
Kin t; def au lt 
from Rin i;wood 
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Bill Sellars 

The eyes of Texas were on the Masters 
Singles as long-time Dallas doubles 
partners Richard Walker and Dr. Bill 
Sellars hooked up in the 45-over finals. 

"At home, I've beaten him 20 out of the 
last 27 times, " Walker pointed out before 
the title match . 

Also, Walker had knocked off top­
seeded John Halverson of San Diego, the 
Masters Invitation cha mpion, in the 
semifinals for his fourth straight two­
game victory. And Sellars had had to go 
"forever" to get past Gene Grapes of 
Irwin, Pa., in a gruelli ng Saturday night 
semi. 

So, you'd have to go with Walker , 
right? Particularly after he wins the first 
game of the finals, 21-a, right? 

Wrong. Sellars wins, 8-21, 21-a, 21-10. 
Maybe it was the California climate, or 
something. 

For a close-up view of the cham­
pionship match, see the accompanying 
article by an anonymous observer who 
prefers to be known only as "Old South." 
He Jets the players tell it like it was-or 
like they thought it was . 

The ear ly rounds in the field of 35 en­
tries prod uced nothing in the way of 
surprises . The top seven seeds advanced 
to the quarterfinals and only No. 6 Al 
Rossi of San Francisco had to go over­
time, 16-21, 21-15, 21-10, over Ha l Price of 
Phoenix. 

Eighth-ranked Rick Warner of Salt 
Lake City hooked up in a long battle with 
Bill Schultz of Milwaukee, the first 
national paddle racquets champion and 
placed in the No. 9 spot in the bracket. 
Schultz pulled it out 21-17, 17-21, 21-20 and 
that close a match between two players 
of rela t ively equal rank hardly could be 
called an upset. 

Halverson took Schultz, 13 and 6, in the 
quarters and Walker downed No. 5 Carl 
Loveday of El Cajon , 16 and 4. Sellars 
defeated No. 7 Jim White of Milwaukee, 
15 and 8, and Grapes disposed of Rossi, 7 
and 17. So, the seedings held, 1-4 and 2-3. 

Saturday afternoon, the picture 
changed . Down on court seven, Walker 
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Lone Star Spectacular . .. 

~Back Home' 
Doesn't Count 

faced Halverson, who had beaten him in 
the Invitation two months earlier , 31-18. 
Word filtered back that an upset was in 
the makin g as the red-ha ired Texan 
swept to a 17-5 lead in the first game . 

" I was using a hard , low serve," 
Walker said, " and it was going just 
where I wanted it. I couldn 't keep hittin g 
it all the time, but it gave me the early 
lead. " Halverson mad e a game 
comeback, but fell short, 21-18, 21-16. 

Sellars and Grapes, seeded second and 
third , figured for a long, tough match. 
Sellars had won 31-29 in the Invitation 
and this one was best-of-thre e. 

Well, they did finish before midnight , 
but it took 2½ hours and they were the 
only players in the club for the last hour . 
" Let 'em play forever ," Walker said, 
enjoying it immensely . 

Finally , it was Sellar s, 21-20, 14-21, 21-
16. The marathon took its toll on Grapes . 
" I wanted that one," he said . " Now I 
have to play Halverson tomorrow. " 
Halverson took third place, 21-10, 21-8. 

And, of course, Sellars couldn't 
possibly be at full speed for the final s. 
Could he? 

Phil Swartz of Vancouver outlast ed 
Geor ge Nichopoulos of Memphis for the 

By "Old South" 
The Scene: It 's five minutes before the 

Maste r s Singles fina ls , Sunday af­
ternoon . On Saturday, Dr. Bill Sellars 
had a 2½-hour, three-game semifinal 
with Gene Grapes . Richard Walker did 
not show disappointment at this 
deve lopment. Our observer corners 
Walker at the water fountain. 

South : " Well, how do you see your 
match with Sellars?" 

Walker : "I'm playing well. If you 
notice, none of my matches has gone 
three games and the average number of 
points my opponent has gotten is less 

Richard Walker 

consolation cha mpionship , 21-19, 19-21, 
21-15. Each was cheered on by his son, 
who had play ed well in the junior 
divisions. 

than 11 a game. Sellar s is tire d from 
yesterday's unfortunate slugfest and I 
doubt if he can physically mak e a game 
of it. I see it about 21-10." 

At the other end of the hall, our expert 
checks in with Sella rs . 

South: " How do you feel ?" 
Sellars: " OK, I guess . It will probably 

take me three games to beat him and I ' ll 
be tir ed as hell when it 's over. " 

First game goes to Walker, 21-8. 
Referee calls two minutes . 

South: (To Walker ) " How did it go?" 
Walker: " Well, he 's awful tired a-nd I 
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1-J ohn Halve r so n , Sa n Di ego .. . ... .. 
1 

Ha lv e r son ... 
Harold Milerim , Los Angeles ..... . 

21 - 0 21 - 1 

Smi t h Schippe r s , Me mph i s .... . .. . . I Sc h ippe r s . .. 
Je rr y Kobe r ni ck , Sa n Diego .,.. . .. 

21
_

10 21
_

20 

8-R ick War ner , Salt Lake City C· a· l· ·. · .. I Warne r 
Jo hn Fleitz , Rolli n g Hil l s , 21 - 4 21 - 6 

Bill Schultz , Mihiaukee . .. . .. . .. . 
1 

S chultz 
Geo r ge Nichopoulos , Memphis .. . .. . 

21
_

11 21_ 2 

4- Ric ha r d Walker , Dallas ...... . .... I Walker 
Cameron Deeds , Long Beach , Cal ... 

21 - 5 21 - 5 

Geo r ge Holland , La Mesa , Cal. .. . . 
1 

Car roll 
Bill Carroll , Fountain Valley , Cal 

21
_

18 21
_

7 

5-Carl Loveday , El Cajon , Cal : . ::: : •.1 Loveday 
* : Robert Newton , San Diego 

21
_ 2 21 _

3 

21 - 1 

G. E . Farrell , Salina , Ka· n··· ... ·.·. · .. ··.l Hilecher .. . . 
Dan Hilecher , St . Louis 21 - 1 

~►Preliminary Round 

Ha lv erson ... 

21- ) 21 - 9 

Sch ul t z ..... 

21 - 17 17 - 21 
2 1- 20 

\•/alker 

21 - 5 21 - 17 

Loveday 
21 - 16 21 - 6 

Masters 

Halv e r s on . .. 

21 - 13 21 - 6 

\'hlk e r . . . .. . 

21 - 18 21 - 16 

Wa lk e r ..... . 

21-1 6 21-4 

Newton de f . Marvin Schina g le , Bea ch1·1ood, Ohio , 21 - 17 , 18 - 21 , 21 - 17 

Se ll a r s 

8 - 2 1 

21 - 8 

21 - 10 

2-Bill Sellars , Dallas • • • •• •· · · · ·· · I Sellars 
Y*Brud Turner , Cleveland . . • • • • • • • 21 _7 21 - 5 

Al Chamberlain , Escondido , Cal. · · 1 Chamb erlain . 

Don Van Fossen , St . Louis •···••·· 21 _ 13 17 - 21 
21 - 13 

7 - Ji m White , Milwaukee ............. 
1 

ll'hite ...... . 
Philip Swartz , Vancouver , B . C .... 21 - 1 21 - 7 

Gene MacDonald , San Diego •• • ··· · · I MacDonald . .. 
Ray Pearl , Cleveland .. . . . ...... . . 21 - 4 21 - 3 

3- Gene Grapes , Ir win , Pa . • • • • · · · · · · 1 Gr apes 
*Rich a rd Rech , Milwaukee . • • • • • • • 21 _L, 2l - 9 

Ivan Bruner , Madison , \'/ls . • · · · · · · 1 Bruner 

Bob Barlow , San Diego • • •••· · •• · ·• 2l - 2 21-6 

6- Alfred Rossi , San Fr ancisco •·····1 Rossi ...... . 
Ben Press , San Diego •····· · ·· ·· ·· 2l - 10 1- 6 

Ha l Pr ice , Phoe n ix . ....... .. . .. . . 
1 

Price ..... . . 
David Perelman , Eu clid , Ohio ..... 21 - 7 21 - 5 

~~Prelimin a ry Round 

Se ll a r s 

21-1 21 - 10 

White ...... . 

21 - 4 21 - 12 

Grapes 

21 - 9 21 - 14 

Rossi .... . . . 

16 - 21 21 - 15 
21 - 10 

Tur ne r won b y f o r feit f rom J i m Scott , Sa n Die§O 
Rech def . Graham Judson , El Cajon , Cul. , 21 - 16 , 21 - 7 
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Se ll a r s 

21 - 15 21-8 

Gr apes 

21 - 7 

Sellars ..... 

21 - 20 14 - 21 

21 - 16 

21 - 17 

Th i r d Pl ace : 

Hal ve r so n 

d<:?f. Gr:ipcs 

21 - 10 21 - 8 
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Old South ... 
doubt if it will be much of a game . 
maybe 5 or 6 instead of 8 this time . 
stric tly routine. ·• 

South: (To Sellars ) "That game was 
pretty rough, Bill, how do you feel?" 

Sellars: ·'I've got him now." 
South: ·' You what? ' 
Sellars : "I've got him . .. I 've got his 

number." 

Richard Walker 

South: " Were my eyes deceiving me 
or wasn 't that you that I saw just got 
blown off the court? Now you tell me that 
you've got him ." 

Sellars: '·That game's history . Didn't 
you see the last two serves I hit him ? The 
Z-serve . .. he looked like it came from 
outer space ... couldn ' t ha ndle it at all." 

Second ga me goes lo Sellars , also 21-8. 

South: (To Walker ) ''What a tur­
nabout, Richard. What happened ?" 

Walker: " This should be a lesson to 
eve ry pla yer. You cannot let yourself 
rel ax, not for one point , not for one 
second. You know it's hard to keep your 
concent rat ion a nd to keep forcing 
yourse lf to keep the pressure on where 
you' ve just won a game, 21-8. And that Z­
serve ... you can't relax . .. some times 
you have to hit it quick. Also, going 
through my mind is that I 've beaten Bill 
20 out of the last 27 tim es. This game I ' ll 
dr own him ." 

South: (To Sellars ) " Bill, you rea lly 
SW"prised me. Thal serve did bother him 
a littl e, but I not iced you had a devil of a 
time with those last points. I got the 
impr ession you got awful tir ed on that 
last do-or-die stan d." 

Sellars: " It 's all over now. It 's all 

September Meeting Eyed 

State ~vimen 
Representatives from 15 states at­

tended a breakfast meeting for state 
chairmen June 9 in San Diego. 

Executive Director Myron Roderick 
pointed out the primary purpose of this 
discussion was to help establish an 
agenda to be used at a national con­
ference of IRA state chairmen in Sep­
tember. 

One of the principal discussions cen­
tered on whether to have one general 
nationwide convention at a central site 
such as Chicago, or to try to have about 
four regional confer ences where the 
same topics would be discussed and 
travel would be reduced for many state 
chairmen . 

Pros and cons were presented for both 
situations and it was not determined at a 
cnetral site such as Chicago, or to try to 
have about four regional conferences 
where the same topics would be 
discussed and travel would be reduced 
for many stale chairmen. 

Pros and cons were presented for both 
situations and it was not determined at 
this time which type of meeting would be 
planned . 

Additional discussions centered on the 
following topics : 

-Be tter communication throughout 
each state and better communication 
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between the states and the nati onal of­
fice . News lette rs for both leve ls were 
discussed. 

- How to increas e IRA membership 
and how to provide impr oved service to 
the membership. 

- Qualifications 
cha irmanship, 
telephones , office 
availab le. 

for an ideal state 
including time , 

and communications 

- It was pointed out to the state of­
ficials that any communi ca tion they 
would like to send out to memb ers in 
their states or areas of more than one 
state can be sent through the nat ional 
office, which would handle addressing 
and mailing through the centra l mem­
bership lis t. 

-To urnament guidelines , including 
how many tournam en ts and classes of 
comp etition would be established. 

- Guide lines for writing articles for the 
magazine should be sent out to all con­
cerned. Typewritten copy, double­
spacecl, is preferred but not mandat ory . 
First names and hom e towns should be 
included for all play ers mentioned in an 
article or on a brack et. 

- Similar guidelines for pictures 
should be established . Except for major 
TRA Championsh ips, all pictw·es should 
be clear, sharp black- an d-white prints. 

- Another important area of discussion 

Walker drives lo Sellars. 

over, strictly a mop-up operation. He's in 
a fog." 

South: " But Bill, doesn 't he normally 
beat you in Dallas ? ' ' 

Sellars ; " Well, I guess so, but this is 
different. This is for all the chips. I 'm not 
out ther e for exercise today ." 

Final score-Sellar s 21, Walker 10. 

Moral : Racquetball is a funny ga me . 
It' s different at the Internationals than 
an ywhere else . At Dallas , I 've got to pick 
Walker ... he s s till 20 out of 28. 

lo be dealt with on the stale level was 
r efer ees . Clas sif icatio n of officials, 
uniform s, patches and other areas should 
be cove red. 

- Detail ed guidelines on forming over­
all state orga niza tions, from the state 
chai rman right on down, will be perhaps 
the most importa nt item for discussion. 

The format of the In te rnational 
Ra cquetball Association is moving 
toward the ideal structure as follows: 

The IRA is governed by the Board of 
Dir ectors, workin g through the 
Executive Directo r , and then to the 
Nalional Commissionser . The National 
Commission se r , in turn, would work 
thro ugh the regional commissioners and 
those comm issioners through the state 
chai rmen in each region. The stale 
chairman then would coord inate all 
activities through the state organ ization 
to meet the needs of each and every 
racquetball player in the world. 

In adjournin g the meeting, Roderick 
ca lled on all state chairmen across the 
country lo send in any ideas or topics 
they would like pla ced on the agenda for 
discussion al the national convention . 

" We want an outstan ding state 
program in each state." Roderick sa id. 
" Be sure to let us know how we ca n 
help." 

RACQUETBALL 
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"'---------------------------------.., 
- -: , , Are You Building New Squash, Handball, l 
! Racquetball and Paddleball Courts? ~ 

, Revamping or Repairing Your Old Ones? , 

- ~~~L -I t----r---r-...------4 WORLD COURTS, INC. ~ 
\ Offers These Unique Features \ 

I ~~~ ~ 
- LOWER INSTALLATION COSTS -

~ Compare Our Prices Against the $35,000-$45,000 ~ 
, Concrete and Plaster Courts , 

I ' ~ LOWER MAINTENANCE COSTS -

~ No Cracking or Chipping and No Painting Ever. A ' i Mild Soap ~::d::'.e~
0
c::~i;~;a~~:hat is Ever ! 

~ NEW!! -
- ----- I ~ EASY ADAPTATION OF TEMPERED GLASS -

- OR PLEXI-GLASS FOR MAXIMUM SPECTATOR I 
I VIEWING AT ANY ANGLE OF THE COURT l 
- Our Engineers Have Developed An Easy I l and Economical Method For the -
- Installation of Any Size Glass Panels ~ 

l ' - Call or Write For Further Details To: l 
I World Courts, Inc. , I 554 Main Street ~ I s. Weymouth, Mass. 02190 Phone: 617-337-0082 I 
~-------------~------------------A 

SUMMER 1974 29 



1968 Tourney Was the Springboard 

The International Racquetball 
Association held its first official in­
ternational championships in 1969, but 
the sport had begun to emerge on the 
national sports scene a year earlier . 

You might well say that the National 
Paddle Racquets Tournament held in 
1968 at Milwaukee served as the 
springboard from which racquetball and 
the IRA leaped into prominence . 

Back in the 1950's there were people 
playing a game called paddleball, and­
und er the influence of Joe Sobek- others 
were taking up a game called paddle 
racq uets. The paddl eba ll players were 
playing with a solid paddle and the 
paddle racquets players were using a 
gut-strung ra cquet. 

Paddleball was more prominent , being 
pla ye d in YMCA's, ath letic clubs, 
colleges and universi ties throughout the 
United States. The game of paddle 
racquets was spreading from its starting 
point in the New England states. 
. In the late 1950's and early 1960's, 

paddleball became extremely popular 
and severa l national tournaments were 
held- true national tournaments in­
cluding players from all over the 
country. Paddle racquets pla yers were 
mainly playing for fun and held a few 
tournaments in the New England states. 
But in the 1960's, the latter sport began to 
spread rapidly, infiltrating the pad­
dleball ranks. 

Many of the top racqu etball players of 
today, were nationally ranked stars in 
paddleball , including Bill Schmidtke, 
Bud Muehleisen, Bill Schultz, Paul 
Nelson, Diz Kronenberg, Craig Finger, 
J im Lawrence and Dan Wood. 

By 1967, the game of paddle ra cquets 
began to challenge paddleball as the 
most popular game in many com­
munities. There was real life being 
shown among the top-notch paddle 
racquets players, not only in New 
England , but now in places like 
Louisv ille and other major metropolitan 
areas . 

One day, Larry Lederman, athletic 

ta Sta,z,t 

,..01s~ 
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r.j 
Bill Schmidtke was second, then, to Bill 

Schultz. 

director of the Jewish Comm unity Center 
of Milwaukee, decided it was time to hold 
"a big tournament. " By now, many were 
debating which was the better game . So 
why not get all these top players together 
and organiz e one great game, decidin g 
whether to play with the solid paddle or 
the strung racquet? 

Lederman and his directors a nd 
athletic community of the JCC decided to 
tackle this job. They formed a tour­
nam ent committ ee of members of their 
club and athletes in the various cour t 
sports-pe rson s who over the years put 
on major tournament s and some national 
events. 

Lederman convinced just abo ut all the 
top players of padd leba ll to give up their 
game for a while and take up this game of 
paddle racquets for one huge tour ­
nament; find out who would be the real 
national champion; then s it dow n 
together and decide on a nation al com­
mittee for the sport. 

A list of the top paddleball players in 
the countr y was developed and most of 
them agreed to set aside their paddles to 
take up racquets for this tournam ent. 
Lederman also sent invitations to every 
YMCA, athle tic club, J CC, college or 
university known to have courts, ur ging 
them to send their top players to the 
tourname nt. · 

And what a tourname,nt it was! Huge 
signs welcoming everyone to this first 
National Paddle Racquets Tournament. 

Tournament committeemen, from left, Mort Luck, Larry Lederman , Chairman Ben 
Llbow sky, Tom Sanicola and Larry Gardner. 
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Doubles champions Jim White , left, and 

Simie Fein. 

The news media was ther e. They had a 
sale on seats, of which there were many 
more buyers than seats . Tremendous 
food, hospitality hours, parties, made it 
one of the outs tanding tournaments in the 
country . Players came from all over to 
make it truly a nationa l championsh ip. 

Bill Schultz of Madison, Wis., a former 
nat ional paddleball champio n, became 
the first National Paddle Racquets king 
after a fine match in the finals with a 
young fellow named Bill Schmidtke. You 
may have heard of him since . 

Jim White and Sammy Fein of 
Milwaukee were crowned doubl es 
champio ns. 

Meetings were held throughout the 
tournament and after its close . Every 
player, a long with athletic directors and 
prominent sport s-mind ed busin essmen, 
took part in discussing the futu re of this 
sport. The conclusion was that this was 
the beginning of a great new sport called 
paddle racquets and it needed an 
organizational structure. 

Bob Kendler was there and he was 
impr essed with the exciteme nt of the 
tournament. As he spoke to the group , he 
declared that this certain ly was the 
begin ning of a new organization and that 
this first national tournam ent would be 
followed by anot her . 

A year brought changes. By 1969, the 
name of the game was racquetball. The 
organization had gone from national to 
international. The pink ball used in the 
fir st championships had been changed to 
an accepted black oall. But the seedings 
committee followed the results of the 1968 
tournament in drawing the brackets. 

Thus was born the International 
Rac quetball Association, a nd with it the 
IRA Championships . But the roots were 
planted in the Nationa l Paddle Racquets 
tourn ament of 1968. And to the sponsors 
of that even t a ll ra cquetb all owes 
reco gnition and a resounding vote of 
thanks . 
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Ike Gurner 

"I can handle these 55-year-old kids 
anytime ," said Ike Gurner . " They need 
to get a little experience ." 

Then the stubby 60-year-old from 
Louisville pro ceeded to prove it by 
sweeping to the first championship of the 
55-over Golden Mast ers Singles. 

Despit e being " just a kid" by Gurner's 
standards, lean, agile Alex Guerry of 
Chatta nooga put up a good fight in the 
finals , winning the first game at 17 before 
going down, 21-12, 21-6. 

Gurner recovered from a ba d spill, 
ban ging his head against the side wall as 
he went down. Later , he displa yed an 
egg-sized lump on his head but shrugged 

He's Just 
a ~Kid' 

Himself 

Alex Guerry 

it off as no problem . 
The field of 14 entries represented nine 

states and Canada, but the fina ls wound 
up as a rematch of the Southern 
Regional , and with the same result. 

Gurner advanced by trimming a pair 
of Californians , Cal Murphy of San 
Diego , 16 an!i 8, and Stan Berney of 
Escondido, 6 and 19. 

Guerry had a much tougher road . 
Seeded fourth , he upset top-ranked 
Ja ckson Bowling of Kenmore, N. Y., 7-21, 
21-15, 21-17, in a long, drawn -out 
semifinal struggle. 

Bowling and Guerry drew special 
prais e for their performance. Th e 

Bowling 

8- Larry Lederman , Mill-taukee • • • • · · · 1 Crow l ey 

Ray Cro1·1ley , Tulsa • • • • • • · · · · · · · · 21 - 15 21 - 16 

21 -1 4 21 - 16 

5- Ben Wirkus , Fond du Lac , Wis ... •.·. •.1 k Wir u s ..... . 
Edward Lohr, Portl and , Ore . 21 _ 10 21 - 9 

2-I. R. Gurner , Louisville •·•· ·· ···I G umer . . .... . 
Bye . ..... .. .. . ...... ........ ... . 

? - David Shoss , Dallas ••••··•····· · I Mur phy 

Cal Murphy , San Diego • • • • • • • · · · · 2l - 9 21 - 8 

) - St anley Berney , Escondido , Cal .. 
1 

Berney 

Jim Scott , San Diego ......... ... 2l - 3 21 - 8 

6- Jack Dunc an , Vancouver , B. C. • · •· J Duncan 
c. A. Spaulding , Manc hester , Mo . 

21
_8 21 - 11 

Guerry 

21 - 9 21 - 8 

Gurner ...... . 

21 - 16 21 - 8 

Berney ..... . 

21 - 18 9- 21 
21 - 8 

referee of that match marched right up 
to the official table and declared, 
" Never, in any tournament anywhere, 
have I called a match for two finer 
gentlemen ." Now that, folks, is an award 
in itself. 

Guerry had scored two earlier vic­
tories over Don Green of Hayward, 
Calif., 10 and 8 in one of those closer-than­
the-score-shows matches, and over Ben 
Wirkus of Fond du Lac, Wis., 9 and 8. 

Bowling took third place over Berney, 
4 and 13, and Green came back to win 
con so la tion honors with three decisive 
scores, downing C. A . Spaulding of 
Manchester, Mo., 12 and 5, in the finals. 

Golden Masters 

Guerry ..... . 

7 - 21 21 - 1 5 
21 - 17 

Gumer ...... . 

21 - 6 21 - 19 

Gurner 

17 - 21 

21- 12 

21 - 6 

Third Place : B01-1ling def . Derney , 21 - l, , 21 - 13 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS MINUTES 
Annual Meeting-June 4, 1974 

The meeting of the IRA Board of 
Dir ectors was called to order by DeWitt 
Shy. President , at 10 a.m. on June 4, 1974 , 
at the LeBaron Hotel in San Diego, Calif. 

First ,tern on the agenda was the 
F1nanc1al Report for 1973, along with the 
Budget Report for 1974, as follows : 

1973 RECEIPTS 
Royalt ies 
Membership 
Advertising 
Sale ol publicallon s 
Sole of supplies 
Tournam ent Income 
Mi sc ellaneous 

Total 

S 91,491 36 
10,279 .50 
4,247 59 
3,305 .08 

209.07 
226.00 
509 34 

S 110,267.94 

1973 EXPENDITURES 
Salaries S 12,029.59 
Professional lees 2,600 00 
Dopr eciallon 55.40 
Due s and subscrl pll ons 53.00 
Legal and accounting 7,561.76 
Rent 900 .00 
Payroll taxes 1,153 58 
Awards and troph ies 1,031.25 
Dup licallng 581.84 
Magazine pr oduct ion 21,983 .44 
Malling service 849.39 
Ollice supplies 2,189.40 
Posta ge 6,084 . 12 
Membership supplie s 906.56 
Supplies for resale 6,354 .63 
Telephone 2,554.46 
Tournament expense 14,065 .17 
Travel 5,020 .59 
Miscellaneous 1,036.66 
Tex adjustment 193.52 

Total 86,817.32 
Net Income 23,4S0 .62 
Total 110,267.94 

1974 INCOME 

32 

Royallle s 
Membership 
Advertising 
Sale o f publication s 
Sale of supplies 
Tournamenl Income 

Total 

S 95,000 .00 
10.000.00 
10,000.00 
1,000.00 
5,000.00 

12,000.00 
S133,000 .00 

1974 EXPENDITURES 
Magazine S 24,000 .00 
Execullve directo r 

salary 
Mag azine salary 
Secretary salary 
Renl 
Telephone 
Postage 
Taxes 
Member ship supplies 
Olll co supplies 
Supplies for resa le 
Malling service 
Tournaments 
Travel 
Dues and su bscrlp ll ons 
Photography 
Insurance 
Award s and troph ies 
Duplicating . 
Ofllce oquipmont 
Depreciation 
Audit 

Total 
Net Income 

Total 

18,000 .00 
3,000 .00 
6,000 .00 
2,400 00 
4,000 .00 
6,000 .00 
1,500.00 
1,000.00 
3,000 .00 
3,000 .00 
1,000.00 

20,000 .00 
5,000 .00 

50.00 
500.00 

1,200.00 
3,500 .00 

600 .00 
1,500.00 

100.00 
1,500.00 

106,850.00 
26,150.00 

133,000 .00 

Equipment contracts that have been 
approved were next on the agenda . 
Agreements have been signed with 
Seamco . Trenway and Sportcraft . Con ­
tracts that are out and being considered 
are : Voit , Wor ld Courts , Powerlock . R2 and 
Ektelon . Of course. we welcome any 
manufacturer who Is interested in helping 
to promote the International Racquetball 
Assoc iation 

Guidelines and a committee for approval 
of equipment were discussed in the 
meeting. Gu ideline s shoul d be set up for 
manufact urers to approve equ ipment and 
merchandise of the IRA. It wa s fe l t that a 
commi ttee should be appointed to be 
pre sen ted th e facts concerning the item to 
be approved . The Board fe lt this should be 
done thro ugh the Executive Dir ector , 
working with and through the man ufac ­
turing people in the market . setting up 
guide l ines to meet our sta ndards 

It was pointed out that anything the 
Board approve s should be of good quality , 
something the members would have 
confidence In when they go down to pur ­
chase an item that the IRA has approved , 
given st ud ies an d research and put their 
stamp of approval on . So the Executive 
Director w il l set up a committee to form 
these guidel i nes as far as approval Is 
concerned on all items . 

It was recommended by the Executive 
Dire ctor . Myron Roderick , that he would 
ltke for the IRA records to be audited each 
year for his own protection and that of the 
members . A motion w as made by DeWitt 
Shy , seconded by La rry Leder man, that we 
would have a cert1f1ed audit for the year 
1974 . The motion carried unanimously . 

Pro ra cquetball was discussed but was 
tabled for more re sea rch and decisions to 
be made by the Board of Directors at a 
later date . It was pointed out that if the IRA 
does get into pro racquetball , such a move 
would have to be 1ust1fied from the stan d­
point that the money spent would promote 
and develop racquetball in all areas . This 
item wa s discu ssed at great len gth but was 
tabled . When a decision is made the re will 
be a full report to the IRA membership . 

The idea of a celebrity tournament was 
discussed . There has been some research 
done on this and 1t was th e feeling of the 
Board that if a celebri ty tournament could 
be held it would help get some TV coverage 
and publicity that would not be possible 
without some of th e top celebrities in ­
volve d. Several celebrities were mentioned 
who play racquetball and might be in ­
ter es ted . among them Elvis Presley, 
Sammy Davi s Jr ., wor ld champion chess 
player Bobby Fischer, etc . The Executive 
Director wa s given permission to go ahead 
and pursue th is area . 

The site of the Intern ationa l Doub les wa s 
changed to Minneapolis . Minn ., because It 
was discovered that the Executive Club In 
Cleveland has 22- foot ceilings . The dates 
will be the same. October 11-13 , 1974 . 
There will be fiv e classes involved - Junior, 
Open, Senior, Master s an d Golden Masters. 

The International Singles Cham­
pionships for 1975 will be held the fi rst 
weekend in April with the reg ionals set for 
the fir st week end in Mar ch. Other dates 
were discussed for the Nat iona l Invit ation 

tournaments with some dates and sites 
confirmed . as follows : 

1- lnternat,onal Singles . Apri l 3 -6 , 1975 , 
site open . 

2- Regionals . Feb . 28-March 2, 1975 , 
sites open . 

3- lnternational Doubles , Oct. 11-13, 
1974 , Minneapolis . 

4-O pen lnv1tat1on Singles , Jan. 10-12, 
1975 , Louisville . 

5- Open lnv1tat 1on Doubles. dates and 
site open . 

6- Sen1or Invit ation Singles . Dec . 6-7, 
1974 , site open . 

7- Sen ior l nv1tat ,on Doubles , Feb. 1-3, 
1975 , San Diego . 

8- Ma ste rs Invitation Singles , dates 
open, Dallas . 

9- Ma st ers lnv1t at 1on Doub les, Nov . 15 -
17 , 197 4 , New Cast le, Pa. 

IO- Women's lnv1tat1on Singles and 
Doub les . dates and si te open . 

11- Golden Masters l nv 1tat I0n Doub les, 
dates and site open . 

12- National lnter col leg1ates , March 29 -
31 , 1975 , Memphis . 

It was discussed how qualificat ions were 
set up this year fo r the Internationals and a 
propo sed new breakdown of regionals was 
presented to the Boa rd by the Executive 
Dire ctor, hav ing eight regions in the United 
States instead of five , plus the two in 
Canada . A motion was made by Charlie 
Brumfield , seconded by John Chambers of 
Canada and passed by the Board that the 
regional setu p be accepted as presen ted by 
the Executive Director . The new regional 
breakdown Is as follows : 

Region 1-Californ,a , U t ah , Ari zona, 
Nevada , Haw a11. 

Region 2--W ashi ngton , Or egon, Idaho, 
Montan a, Wyoming, Alask a. 

Region 3--N orth Dakota , South Dakota, 
Minnesota, Iowa , Nebraska , W1scons1n. 

Region 4--Kansas , Colorado , New 
Mexico , Oklahoma , Texas , Arkan sas. 

Region 5-lllino,s , M ichig an , Ind iana, 
Missouri, Ohio . 

Region 6-Alabam a, Mississippi. South 
Carolina, Georgia, Florida , Louisiana, 
Tennessee , Puerto Rico . 

Region 7-0elaware , V i rginia , West 
V1riun1a . Maryland, Wa sh in gton, D .C., 
Kentucky , North Carol ina . 

Region 8- New Jersey , Ma ine, 
Massac hu sett s, Rhode Island, Vermont, 
Connecticut, New Hampshire , New York, 
Pennsylvania . 

Region 9-cas t Canada, no change . 
Region 10--West Canada, no change . 
Qualif1cat1on from each region was the 

next ite m on the agenda and a motion was 
made by Bob Mcinerney and seconded by 
Larry Lederman that we qual ify as we did 
thi s year in Open Singles only. Since we will 
have 10 regions in stead of seven, tf we 
qualify the same number s as thi s year we 
will have more of the qualifying people 
there than we had at th e present tour ­
nament. It was also discussed th at In the 
future th e to urnament could be large 
enough that we may hav e to quali fy in 
other d1v1sions. The motion wa s passed . 

Another re com mendat ion was made by 
th e Executive Director that all regionals be 
held on the first weekend in March and 
that you can go to any regiona l th at you 
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care to , to qua li fy . The reason fo r th is Is 
t hat som e pe r sons live on the bor der of two 
states that separates regions and could go 
maybe a hundred miles to be in one 
regional which wasn't theirs, or eo five 
hundred miles to their own regional. It was 
felt bee a use of time and expens e It would 
be better to qualify in whatever regional 
was close . Ther e would be a deadline of 
probably 10 days before the reg,onal for 
entries . Also the recommendation was 
made that you enter only one event . You 
have to make a choice as to wh ich event 
you want to qualify in . Th e motion was 
made by Bud Muehleisen and seconded by 
Gerry Lap ierre and passed unanimously 

It was recommended that we keep the 
same pay to the individ ua l winners as we 
did this year, 11 the IRA can afford It and it 
app ears that they will be able to . It was felt 
there need not be a motion for this but 
accept It as a policy of the past. 

Ken Porco was appointed along with 
Smith Schippe rs to come up with some 
guidelines and functions of the regional 
comm ,ssion ers . 

Hall of Fame requirements were set up 
and accepted as presented by the 
Executive Director . They are printed 
following this repor t 

The next ,tern discussed was off1c1ating 
and it was agre ed that we need to set up 
some guidelines to improve our officiating 
The Board agreed to expand the rules 
committee to at least three members , with 
Bud Muehle is en as chairman . Bob 
Mcinerney moved that the President be 
1mpowered to appoint two members not 
necessarily from the Board in addit ion to 
the chairman and this motion was 
secon ded by Larry Led erman . The motion 
earned unanimously . Mention was made 
that each state could have an offic1a t 1ng 
clinic and that the IRA check into a video 
tape that states could have to explain 
exact ly how off1c1ating should be done . 

The T-shirt rule was brought up and the 
feeling of the Board was primarily that the 
T-sh ir t rule should be " neat and clea n and 
be an asset to the game of racquetball ." 
The rule that the Board recomm ended to 
the membersh i p is as fo llows : The basic 
body of the uniform must be of a light or 
bright color so as not to blend In with the 
black ball when ,t passes close to the body 
of the player . The U n1form trim may be of 
any colo r. The front of the pants and shirt 
may contain a decal measuring not over 
five inches in any d1men s1on. The decal may 
conta in a club InsIgnIa or commercial 
advertising of any kind The back of the 
uniform must be comp letely unadorned 
except that a player's name may be placed 
in one horizonta l line across a shirt i n 
letters not over three inches high . Do ubles 
teams should wear simi lar color to ease 
problems of referee ident1f1cation . Warmup 
suits not worn ,n actual play may bP. o f any 
color and may have insignias anywhere 

The next it em on the agenda was eye 
protection and It was felt by the Board that 
we should recommend that everyone wear 
eye protection to prevent eye inju ry The 
Board did not feel that we should make It a 
required item at this time . We do recom­
mend to the membership i f at all poss ible 
have some type of eye protection when you 
play 

Club membership was discussed and the 
Board recommended that the Executive 
Di rector set up some type of club cer-
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tificate with a S5 fee for a club to become a 
member of the IRA 

A report was presented from the 
National Court Clubs Association held in 
Steamboat Springs , Colo The IRA was 
represented by Ken Porco and Myron 
Roderick . They reported there were some 
good things about the convention , but as a 
whole 11 was very poorly organized and did 
not meet the needs of mo st of the people 
who attended . It was felt by both members 
that 11 had a lot of possib i lit ies to offer 
people in racquetball and a committee was 
set up consisting of Ken Porco and Myron 
Roderick to look into the possibilit ies of 
improving this organi zat ion or starting one 
through the IRA. 

The next item discussed was the 
National Sportin g Goods Convention that 
will be held in Houston , Texas , in January 
and the Board recommended that the IRA 
have a booth at the convent ion telling 
peop le about the servic e and membership 
as well as the organi zat ion of the IRA. 
DeWitt Shy appointed Ken Porco and 
Myron Rode r ick a com mi ttee of two to give 
a report on holding an IRA Seminar of 
Court Construction and Court 
Management. 

Myr on Roderick reported that the IRA 
office has been moved to Suite 9, 2324 W. 
7th, Wicklow Profess iona l Center , and he is 
working full t ime for the IRA and i f at any 
time he can do anything for the Board or 
the membership , he is anxious to do it. 

Ken Porco was cha irman of the 
nominating committee and the com mittee 
recommended to the Boa rd. four people to 
presen t to the membership as the new 
board members to rep lace the four going 
off the present board The names 
recommended were Bill Dunn , Hal Price , 
Ivan Bruner and Vince Cutshall. Ther e was 
a lot of research done by the committee of 
five on loca tIon of members , age and ex­
perience In racquetball. 

Membership price was discussed and the 
Executive Director reco mmended that the 
membership pr:ce for one year for three 
do llars and three years for seven dollars . 
stay as ,s. 

The cost of the magazine was discussed 
and 11 costs us abou t fifty cen ts a copy now 

to print 6,500 . The paid advertising as well 
as the fr ee advertising to the approved 
beneficial manufacturers are coming fairly 
close to paying for the magazine and t he 
Board recommended to the Executive 
Director to try and get more advert ising if 
at all possible . 

Myron Roderick reported t o the board 
that the membership when he took over as 
Executive Director was about 3,100 and 
today we have about 5,400 members . He 
feels that th ,s can double without any 
problem if we fo rm strong state 
orga niza tions to get memberships . 

The magazine improvement was 
discussed and the Boa rd felt that we must 
always try to report as much news as 
possib le about all tournaments that are 
taking place, no matter how la rge or sma ll , 
but felt that we need to class our magazine 
up with more color pict ures and more 
instruct ional articl es. This Is our area of 
communicat ion so we can let the members 
know what ,s happen ing throughout the 
U.S. and Canada in racquetball and we 
want to do as good a job as we possibly can. 
Myron Roderick po in ted out to the Board 
that the first coup le of issues had a lack of 
artic les sent in but the last few issues have 
been great and feels the membership will 
continue to contribute a great deal of in­
formation and pictures to the magazine. 

A discussion was held on the national 
ranking of players In all classes and the 
Board felt this would be an in teresting 
thing to do and that we would rank the 
players in all classes pertaining to the 
resu l ts of the International Championships 
In 1974 and then revise this every two or 
four months to the results that are taking 
place during the year . The Board felt this 
would p resen t interest in a position as well 
as help the seeding committee on all the 
national tournaments . 

There was no other business . 
The meeting was adJourned at 6 :30 p.m. 

on June 4. Motion was made to adJourn by 
DeWitt Shy and seconded by Larry 
Lederman. All were i n favor . 

Respectfully submitted, 

Myr on Roderick 
Executive Dire ctor 
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Selection Procedures 
Set For Hall of Fame 
THE HONORS COMMITTEE 

I. The Honors Committee shall be a standing committee of 
the Internation al Racquetball Association . 

2 . The Honors Committee shall comprise ten ( 10 ) voting 
members and a non -voting chairman . 

3 . The non -voting chairman of The Honors Committee shall 
be appointed for a three year term . 

4 . The voting membe rs of The Honors Committee shall be 
appointed tor three years with term s staggered so that some 
will expire each year . Each member may serve for three years 
only 

5. Members of The Honors Committee shall not be elected ~o 
th e Hall of Fame . This does not apply to the non-voting chair ­
man . 

6 . Member ship on the Honor s Committee shall include 
representatives of the following organizations : 

3- IRA Board of Directors 
3- State Chairmen 
l - Reg1onal Commissioners 
3- At Large 

7 . Names of members of The Honor s Committee shall not be 
made public . The name of the non -voting cha ir man may be 
released . 

8 . Members of The Honor s Committee shall be expected to 
attend the annual enshrinement ceremonies at the Hal l of Fame 
as often as possible . 

COMMITTEE INSTRUCTIONS 
l. The duty of each member of The Honors Committee shall 

be to evaluate carefully the credentials of the candidates as 
submitted by the chairman . It 1s not necessary to know the 
•candidate personally, nor to know anything about h im in ad ­
dition to the information subm itted for each candidate 

2 . Each committee member shall utilize the ballot forms 
provided with each nomination to register his vote fo r each 
candidate presented . 

3. The vote on each candidate should be registered and sent 
to the chairman without delay . 

4 . Each comm it tee member should register his vote in ­
dependently of all other commi t tee members . 

5. No committee member may divulge his bote to anyone or to 
any candidate . . 

6 . The names oft he nominees presented annua lly w 111 not be 
made public Only the names elected will be released at the 
d1scret1on of and only by the Executive Director of the In­
ternational Racquetball Assoc1at 1on. 

7. The complete final results of the annual voting wi ll be 
presented by the chairman of the committee to a CPA for 
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The first Racquetb all Hall of Fame inductee s, Joe Sobek 
and Bud Muehleisen (below), received their ce rtificates from 
Preside nt DeWitt Shy at the membership meeti ng in San 
Diego. 

ver 1f1cat1on and the comp lete cert1f 1ed list w il l be retained 
permanently 1n the fi les of the Internat iona l Racquetball 
Associatio n. 

8 . All nominat io n forms and informa t ion thereon are con ­
f ident ial and ma y not be divulged to anyone . 

9. Al l inqu i ries on f ili ng , nom 1nat 1ons an d results should be 
referred to the Execu tiv e Director of the International 
Racquetball Assoc1at 1on . 

QUALIFICATIONS OF CANDIDATES 
l. A candidate may be elected as a · 

a. Contestant - at any time after consistent outstandin g 
contrib ut ions to the sport of racquetball. 

b. Contributor - at an y time after cons is tent outstandin g 
contribu tion s to the sport of racquetball 

2. A cand idate , having been elected to the above categories , 
may be nominated and subm itted aga in at a later date 1n 
another cata gory 

3 A worthy candidate must be representat 1ve of · 
a. unquest ioned moral characte r : and 
b. demonstrated outstandin g leadership ab i lity ; and 
c. high type of cit1zensh1p : and 
d . national or internat ional recogn1 t 1on. 

4. Factors of race , religion , creed , politics, geographic 
location . shall never be considered while evaluating any can­
d idate for election . 

5 To be elected , a candidate must receive seventy ( 70 ) pe r 
cent of the affirmat ive vote of The Honors Committee . For a 10· 
man committee, 7 affirmative votes are re qu ired for electio n. 

6. While The Honors Committee 1s not req u ir ed to elect a 
candidate annually , when no nominee 1s elected , the names of 
the four candidates receiving the most votes w ill be circu lated 
immediately to the committee one more t ime , l isted in order of 
votes received . 

7. A nominee is eligible for a maximum of five elections . 
GENERAL REGULATIONS 

l. The deadline for presentation of duly processed 
nomination forms and th e completed Ille will be December 15 , 
annua l ly . 

2. Any person may recommend cand idates by : 
a. obtaining the off1c1al nomination form from the In­

ternational Racquetba l l Associat ion : and 
b. completely process ing the form with fully documented 

information required ; and 
c. obta1n1ng letters from at least three Racquetball people 

as character reference and support of the nomination : and 
d. sen d ing the entire file befo re the above deadline to th e 

In tern a tional Racquetball Assoc iat ion , Box 1016 , Stillwater, 
Ok la 74074 . 

3. Al l original nominat ion form s and the comp lete f ile of 
supporting materials will be reta ined in the f il es of the In ­
ternat ional Racquetb all Assoc 1at1on . 
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Peggy Steeling and Ann Gorski won 
thr ee straight two-game mat ches and 
successfull y defended their Women's 
Doubles champion ship. Ther e wer e eight 
doubles teams in the field, including 
thr ee play ers who did not compete in 
singles. 

The second stra ight doubles crown for 
Peggy and Ann allowed the Odessa, 
Tex as, sensation lo repeat her 1973 
"double play " and become the only 
play er ever lo sweep IRA sin gles and 
doubles twice . 

The women 's bracket was the only 
doubles comp etition at the San Diego 
tournam ent. 

P egg y and Ann disposed of Ka thy 
Williams of Hazel Park , Mich., and Jan 
Campb ell of San Diego in the final s, 21-15, 
21-16. Gorski entered from San Diego 
this yea r after play ing out of Milwauk ee 
in '73. 

Peggy Steding and Ann Gorski repeated as IRA women's doubles champs by 
defeating Jan Campbell (left , below) and Kathy Williams. 

E arlier, Steding-Gorsk i had allowed 
less than 10 points a game in defeatin g 
Barbara McGowan and Penny Keenam 
of San Diego in the first round and Bette 
Weed of El Ca jon and Janell Marriott of 
Salt Lake City in the semifinals. 

Ann Helps Peggy 
Double Doubles 

1- Pegg y Steding - Ann Gorsk i •·····1 
St ed in g- Gor s ki 

Barbara McGowan - Penny Keenam .. 
21 - 9 21 - 7 

4 - Bet t e Weed -J ane ll Mar riott • ... 

1 lveed - Marr iot ·t 
Jen n ifer Har ding - Sue La Londe .. 

21 - 19 21 - 10 

2- Kimbe r ly Mill er - Jan Paster · n· a· k····I Mi l ler - Paste rn ak 
Mil l ie Guer r y-L u cy Fr ya r 

21 - 6 2 1-5 

) - Kath y Williams - Jan Campbe ll ... 

1 
Williams - Campbell 

Carmenza Pond - Linda Siau ..... . 
21 - 8 21 - 1 

Ste din g- Go r s ki .... 

21 - 13 21 - 10 

Willi a ms - Ca mpbe ll 

15 - 21 21- 11 

21 - 5 

St e d ing - Go r s ki 

21 - 15 

21 - 16 

Third P lace : Mill er -P as t e r nak def . Weed -Mar ri ot t , 21 - 11 , 20 - 21 , 21- 10 

Williams and Campbell reached the 
finals with a three- game , comeback 
victory over Kimberly Miller of San 
Diego and Jan Pasternak of Tempe, 
Ariz., 15-21, 21-11, 21-5. 

Miller and Pasternak won third pla ce, 
21-11, 20-21, 21-10, over Weed and 
Marriott . 

J ennifer Ha rding of Portl and and Sue 
LaLond e of Vancouver , Wash ., won the 
consol a tion cha mpion ship ov er Ca r­
menza Pond and Linda Sia u of Riverside, 
21-17, 21-7. 

If Pond and Sia u didn' t hav e much left 
in the consolation final s , it may have 
been beca use they were involved in the 
longest match of the entir e tournament 
Saturda y a fternoon . They needed three 
full how·s to defeat the Tennessee duo of 
Lucy Fr ya r and Millie Guerr y. 21-17, 17-
21, 21-15. 
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By Charlie Garfinkel 
Photos by Paul Brodnicki 

How many beginners and average 
players would rather hit a forehand than 
a backhand? I would venture to say nine 
out of 10. There are three main reasons 
for a poor backhand: 

I-Improper grip 
2--Poor stroke technique 
3-Not watching the ball 
Actually, the incorrect backswing for 

the beginner is the correct backswing for 
the advanced player. We'll get to that 
later. 

4 
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Tips from the Top ... 

'Da,e 't ?Je r//'taid 
tJ/ fau't ?Jad~a,ed 

First, let us show you the proper grip. 
We have three full view shots of the grip . 

In Picture 1, we show you how the hand 
rests on the racquet. Pictures 2 and 3 
show more closely how your hand should 
be on the racquet. The grips are the 
same, except in Picture 2 the thumb is up 
the back of the racquet, while in Picture 3 
it is wrapped around the grip. 

The reason for the thumb up the back is 
that some players feel this gives them 
more support. Also , the slightly spread 
fingers give more flexibility when hittin g 
the ball. 

Notice the arrow in Picture 3. The big 
knuckle of the thumb is directly on top of 
the right bevel in the picture . You should 
use this as a guideline for the backhand 
grip. When you turn your ra cquet over, it 
should look like Picture 1. 

How do you find the proper grip size? 
The thumb and fourth finger should be 
fairly close as in Picture 3. As a general 
rule , there shouldn 't be more than a half­
inch between the two fingers . However , 
use the racquet with the grip size that 
feels most comfortable to you. 

Now .. . back to the stroke itself. Most 
manuals and books show the backhand 
beginning as in Picture 4. Notice how 
high up the racquet is. I feel that this is 
one of the main reasons the beginner or 
average player has so much difficulty 
with the backhand . 

As you can see in Picture 5, the racquet 
is turned almost sideways at the point of 
contact. This does not give you a solid 
swing. You also want to get down as low 
as possible when taking the backhand 
drive. In Picture 6, you can see that it is a 
poor follow-through. This actually causes 
you to be off balance momentarily . 

Why do the top players use this swing 
then? They can control the swing and feel 
that they can get more power from 
s tarting higher. Also, their point of 
contact is as it appears jn Picture 8, with 
the proper follow-through as shown in 
Picture 9. 

This may be true for the advanced 
player, but not for the beginner or 
average player. 

Now I will show you in Pictures 7, 8 and 
9 how the easier backhand can be hit . 

Notice that I have the racquet just 
sligh tly titled in Picture 7 as I start my 
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swing. I'm also standing sideways (this 
is important ) . As I make my point of 
contact, my knees are bent, my eyes are 
on the ball and the racquet is slightly in 
front of me . In Picture 9, please notice 
the follow-through. 

You must finish over your right 
shoulder ( if right-handed) to get a good, 
clean stroke with the proper feel and 
power . 

How do you practice the stroke? Throw 
the ball off the side wall near the short 
line. Practice hitting straight down the 
line with backhands. As the grip and 
stroke feel better, keep moving back . 

You will have to hit many backhands to 
get the stroke down, but you will be 
pleased with the results. 

Make sure you hit the ball in front of 
you and that you follow through over 
your right shoulder. 

I know you'll say it is hard to get a 
court to practice on. If you really want to 
improve, you can get a court at 7 a.m. 
without any problems. I know, as that is 
when I practice. 

How do you practice switching from 
forehand to backhand? Stand up at the 
short line and alternate forehand and 
backhand shots, side-to-side. Do this 
slowly at first, so you can get used to the 
grip change. As you get the feel of 
changing, you can gradually move back 
in the court. 

As you master the backhand further, 
you can then proceed to the ceiling ball 
and other shots. This will be discussed at 
a later date . 

Before I review the backhand, I'd like 
to give you a brief story as to why I feel 
that this swing is very effective . 

Two years ago, I fractured my 
shoulder, necessitating a pin in it for 
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seven weeks. ( My wife was sorry it 
wasn't my tongue.) I started hitting the 
same day that the pin was taken out. 

I had great difficulty with my 
forehand . (Mo.st people say I had it 
before I was hurt.) I could hit a 
backhand, but not as hard as I used to. I 
therefore lowered the start of my swing. I 
was amazed at the accuracy and control 
that I could master. 

I have also noticed from watching and 
talking to players their frustrations with 
the backhand. I feel that I have helped 
quite a few players with the backhands 
using this technique. 

In closing, I am going to list the five 
main things to do when hitting your 
backhand. They are: 

1-Watch the ball. 
2-Bring the racquet almost straight 

back. 
3-Stay low, have the racquet slightly 

in front of you and your knees bent on 
contact. 

4-Follow through over the right 
shoulder. 

5-Practice. Practice. Practice. 

Southern Illinois U Organizes Club 
Southern Illinois University-

Carbondale racquetball players recently 
formed their own University Racquetball 
Club. During their first month in 
operation, they boast 66 members-all 
from the ranks of the SIU students, 
faculty and staff. 

An intraschool tournament schedule 
has been drawn up through May, 1975. 
Competition shall take place at four 
levels (A, B, C, and Women's). Presently 
club members also are hoping to get the 

opportunity to compete against other 
Illinois clubs, as well as organizations in 
their near four-state area . 

The SIU Club has a number of out­
standing players among its ranks, in­
cluding Walt Ellis, Ronald York, Barry 
Blonde, Barbara Robinson and Robert 
"Doc" Spackman. The club possesses a 
number of fine potential racquetball 
players who have even begun to look 
toward the 1975 National Intercollegiates 
at Memphis State. 
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chapter5 
DEFENSIVE SHOTS 

The job of the defensive player is to 
stop his opponent from scoring . In 
racquetball, as in other sports, the best 
way to do this is by learning and 
mastering the basic shots of the game. 

Control of front court is essential for a 
good defensive racquetball player. You 
can move forward to cover kill attempts, 
to either side to get pass shots, and back 
for balls off the back wall. If your op­
ponent is occupying front court, you want 
to remove him and make him take his 
shots from back court. 

The basic defensive shots-ceiling ball, 
lob ball, Z ball, and around-the-wall 
ba'll-are used to get your opponent out of 
front court. If properly executed, 
defensive shots will prev ent your op­
ponent from making his kill shots from 
front court. 

CElLING BALL 
The use of the ceiling ball ( Diagram 

24) has increased considerably with the 
manufacture of more uniform and more 
live balls . Some of the top players in 
racquetball today use it to get them­
selves out of trouble during a rally . 

The forehand ceiling ball is hit most 
often with the overhand stroke, head­
high, and about one foot in front of the 
player's body . The ball must be hit firmly 
and high onto the ceiling, about 2-5 feet in 
front of the front wall. Il then will come 
off the ceiling, angle down to hit the floor 
back of the short line, and bounce up and 
back to the back corner of the court. 

If the ceiling ball is hit with the 
backhand stroke, the ball should be hit 
shoulder-high ( not head-high), and the 
arm should be extended about one foot 
from the body at the point of contact with 
the ball. 

The ceiling ball must be undercut-hit 
with the racquet head angled slightly 
down toward the floor ( closed )---0r it 
won't spin correctly . To understand how 
the ceiling ball spin works, take the ball 
or any round object and hold it between 
your thumb and index finger in your right 
hand. Rotate the ball to the left ( coun­
terclockwise) . This motion is called 
bottom spin, and it results when you 
undercut the ball . Now rotate the ball to 
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the right (clockwise). This motion is 
called top spin, and it results from the 
ball 's hittin g the ceiling and the front 
wall. Reverse, or top spin, makes the ball 
travel farther into ba ck court after it hits 
the floor. 

The good ceiling ball must be hit with 
the proper undercutting motion and the 
corr ect amount of power, and it must 
strike the ceiling 2-5 fee t from the front 
wall. Also , the pla yer should strive to 
mak e his ceiling ball a wallpaper ball- a 
ball that hugs the side wall as it travels 
down toward the shor t line and hits the 
floor. 

Most beginning racquetball players hit 
the ce iling ball too hard . This is a natural 
mistak e because a player wants the ball 
to travel a long distance-starting from 
back court and returning to deep court . 
Yet the ceiling ball shouldn't be hit as 
hard as possible because there is no 
direc t relationship bet ween the force of 
the hit and the distance the ball travels to 
the back wall . Also, hitting the ball as 
hard as possible is extremely tiring. If 

n 

OIAGRAM 24 Bollom sp in of 1no cc,long Dall 
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the ball is hit to spin properly, there is no 
need to blast it. 

One of the most outstanding ceiling ball 
pla yers today is Steve Keeley. Steve 
often uses the ceiling ball to rescue 
him se If in a tough rally. " The player 
always should try to hit the ceiling ball 2-
5 feel from the front wall," advises 
Keeley . " If your ball strays too far from 
this range , you '11 have to hit it much 
harder to make it bounce deep to back 
court ." 

A variation of the ceiling ball is the 
front -wall-first ce iling ball (Diagram 25). 

The player stands in front court and 
hits the ball with almost an underhand 
stroke . The ball should be hit to a point 
high on the front wall . The momentum of 
the ball will mak e it angle upward, hit the 
ceiling, and rebound to the floor near the 
short line. 

The fron t-wall-first ceiling ball should 
be hit from front court only. If hit from 
back court, the top spin, resulting from 
the ball's impa ct with the ceiling, won't 
allow the ball to ca rry deep enough into 
back court, and it will be a very easy 
setup for your opponent. 

A properly executed ceiling ball will 
mak e your opponent rush to get into deep 
court for the return . If your opponent 
does manage to return your ceiling shot, 
his return most likel y will be another 
ceiling ball . It usually will not be a kill 
shot. 

Since a ceiling ball is eas ier to stro ke 
than a hard-hit kill shot, you've nothing 
to lose by trying a cei ling ball when the 
opportunity pres ents itself. 

Give yourself plenty of practice hours 
to lea rn the defensive ce iling ball. 
Concentrate especially on the amount of 
power you use to hit the ball. If you hit the 
ceiling ball too hard, it ma y come off the 
back wall instead of dropping into deep 
court . If you hit the ball too softly or 
strik e the side wall near the short line , 
the ball will not carry deep enough and 
may provide your opponent with a mid­
court se tup . 

LOB BALL 
The lob ( Diagram 26), when pr operly 

hit, is a tough shot for most opponents to 
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DIAGRAM 25 The c ei ling ball (Iron! w all hr s!) 

handle. Like the offensive drop shot, the 
lob has become less popular among 
many players because of the improv ed 
ball , which has made the lob more dif­
ficult to control. Players who formerly 
used the lob extensive ly are now using 
ceiling balls. Even champion Charlie 
Brwnfield admits, " I use the lob only if I 
can't hit anything else." 

In the defensive lob shot the player 
must use his basic forehand or backhand 
stroke to hit the ball softly and firmly. 
The ball should be struck at a point just 
off the foot that is closest to the front wall 
and at the apex ( highest point) of its 
bounce , just before it begins to drop to 
the floor. The greater the height at which 
you hit the lob, the softer you will have to 
hit the ball to get it to hit high on the front 
wall. 

A properly executed lob ball will angle 
toward the side wall and die in deep ba ck 
court . If your lob attempts consistently 
hit the back wall and give your opponent 
a setup , you are stroking the ball too 
hard. Use a light , short, and firm stroke, 
not a long, lazy swing or jab . 

Many top racquetball players hit the 
lob with the face of the racquet slightly 
open. These players feel that the slightly 
upward angle of the racquet face helps 
control the ball by taking a little off­
slowing the ball down- and insurin g that 
the ball will drop softly into back court. 

When learning the defensive lob shot, 
many players find it helpful to review the 
footwork used in the basic forehand and 
backhand strokes. Just because the lob 
shot requires that you " baby" your full 
hitting power slightly, this doesn't mean 
that you should "baby" your footwork. 

Brwnfield uses the lob as a change of 
pace shot. "Most advanced racquetball is 
played at a slam-bang rate of speed," 
says Charlie . " If in a fast, tense game 
you can manage to hit a high, soft lob at 
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your opponent, he may be so surprised 
that he will rush his shot and hit an 
ineffective return." 

Charlie adds: " I use the lob to force my 
opponent to make a shot. Hitting a slow 
lob gives me more time to get in a good 
position to cover my opponent's return. 
And, becuase I'm in an ideal place, the 
pressure is really on my opponent to hit a 
good shot and not make any errors." 

ZBALL 
The Z ball (Diagram 27) is one of the 

most difficult shots to hit and to return in 
racquetball. It is one of the newest shots 
in the game and , if mastered, will give 
your opponent fits on the court. 

You can shoot the Z ball from almost 
any point on the court (as long as you ar e 
sta nding off-center), hitting the ball with 
great power and firmness L-1to the · op­
posite corner of the front wall and letting 
your stroking arm follow through fully 
across your midsection. The ball should 
angle sha rply to the side wall and 
rebound deep to the opposite side wall in 
back court. The last wall that the ball hits 
reverses its spin so that it rebounds in a 
direction parallel to the back wall, 
making it a back wall wallpaper ball . 

Your opponent wlll tl.nd 1t extremely 
difficult to return a Z ball. First, he must 
get into deep court quickly if he is to have 
any chance of a return. Even if he gets 
there in time, he will find it nearly im­
possible to get his racquet face squarely 
into the ball for a solid return. If he does 
make a ret urn , it probably will be a 
ceiling re turn and not a kill. Second, your 
opponent probably will try to hit a Z ball 
out of the air from a mid-court position 
before it can reach the last wall . Because 
a properly hit Z ball travels high in the 
air as it zooms cross-court, your op­
ponent will be forced to hit the ball out of 
the air in an awkward overhand manner 
that may result in a weak return . 
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In the 1972 International Singles 
Championship match between Charlie 
Brumfield and Ron Rubenstein, 
Brwnfield used the Z ball extensively, 
forcing Rubenstein to deep court, where 
he was rushed into making weak returns. 
"He drove me crazy with those Z balls," 
said Rubenstein . "The re was absolutely 
nothing I could do with them. The Z ball 
got me off balance and in deep court , and 
all I could do was flick the ball to the 
front wall ." 

AROUND-THE-WALL 
The around-the-wall ball is hit from 

deep court to the opposite side wall and 
then to the front wall and should rebound 
into the deep cross-court corner. The 
around-the-wall ball should not be hit as 
hard as the Z ball. 

This effective defensive ball will move 
your opponent out of center court. The 
around-the-wall ball usually doesn't 
react as wildly as the Z ball because it 
hits two, not three, walls. Also, the 
around-the-wall ball will not travel as 
high as the Z ball when it bounds cross­
court, so your opponent may be able to 
take the ball out of the air more easily. 
"Also adds Brumfield, "The around-the­
wall ball is a tough shot to hit deep 
enough and still keep off the back wall." 

A good racquetball player knows both 
his offensive and defensive shots . Simply 
being a roadrunner-a player who 
prolongs a volley by using only defensive 
shots and who causes his opponent to run 
a lot-will not make you a top-notch or 
well-rounded player. You may be a 
satisfactory player, but you'll never be 
an outstanding player--0ne who uses 
offensive and defensive shots with equal 
ability. 
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Gordon Kelly Captures 
Portland's Rose Festival 

Michigan's Gordon Kelly was the class 
of the tournament as he won the Rose 
Festival in Portland, Ore., by defeating 
Bill Fearing of California, 21-2, 21-14. 

Kelly's victim in the semifinals was 
Pete Lubisich of Portland, 21-14, 20-21, 21-
13. 

A throng of 217 sweaty players con­
sumed almost 200 gallo ns of punch, pop 
and beer during the event. 

Surprise of the tournament was Jeff 
Smith of Vancouver, Wash., who 
defeated Tony Krause of Sunnyvale, 
Calif., in a grue lling two-hour match, 21-
20, 20-21, 21-15, then unleashed a great 
display of rollout kills to down Portland's 
Bob Lund, 21-10, 21-15. In the semis, 
Fearing was too much, 21-13, 13-21, 21-7. 

The novice and C divisions contai ned 
over 80 entri es and were larg ely 
responsible for the success of the tour­
nament. John Mason of Seattle narrowly 

Jeff Smith surprises Lund. 

defeated Portland's Mike Haden , 19 and 
18, in C, while Tacoma 's Rhett Kirk 
throttled Bellingham 's Bill Baker, 10 and 
20, in the novice . 

Beauty and the Beast were matched in 
the B finals . Ron Bennink came from 
behind in both games to defeat Por­
tland 's Jennifer Harding, 16 and 18. 

The most exciting match of the finals 
came in senior singles, where Phil Brown 
defeated fellow Portlander Ed Bause, 19-
21, 21-16, 21-18. The match was a con­
tinuous see -sa w battl e and referee Tevie 
Smith did an excellent job keeping it 
under control. Both Phil and Ed are gre at 
comebac k artists, leading to a true cliff­
hanger. 

Special thanks to Paul Thompson of the 
JCC and Mel Fox of the Multnomah AC 
for their help in the use of their facilities. 
Also, a hearty thanks to Harvey Fuson 
for his 25-hour days in making things go. 
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Tony Krause vs. Hank Marcus 

Wright Nips Bledsoe 
For 1 Holiday in Dixie' 

By Chuck Croft 
Pete Wright of Fort Worth defeated 

Davey Bledsoe of Knoxville, Tenn., 21-20, 
21-9, to win the open singles cham­
pionship of the first annual Holiday in 
Dixie Open at Shreveport, La., YMCA. 

Wright and Richard Walker of Dallas 
captured open doubles by defeating Tom 
McKie of Richardson, Tex., and Luther 
Bernstein of Dallas for the second time in 
two months, 21-13, 12-21, 21-16. 

The tournam ent drew a total of 41 
players from · Louisiana, Texas, 
Okla homa, Arkansas and Tennessee . All 
pl~y er_s were placed in the open bracket, 
with fir st round losers going to B Con-
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solation and second round losers going to 
A Consolation. 

The quarterfina ls matched the eight 
seeded players head-to-head . The only 
upset of the quarters came when Bern­
stein, No. 7, came from way down in both 
the first and third games to upset No. 2 
Steve Smith of Memphis , 21-20, 16-21, 21-
20. 

Wright downed Eric Cam pbell of 
Dallas, 10 and 15; Walker stopped Roland 
Treat of Stillwater, Okla. , 20 and 15; and 
Bledsoe turn ed back McKie, 18 and 8. 

Berns tein bowed to Bledsoe in the 
semifinals, but came back to beat Walker 
for third place , 15 and 13. 

Kelly takes a turn as ref . 

John Mistkawi "squashes" one. 

The finals started off as a real barn­
burner with the lead changing hands 
several times . But in the seco nd game, 
Wright 's kill shots started to produce a 
series of rollouts as he sailed to vic tory. 

Tony Kobussen of Little Rock defeated 
Chuck Croft of Shreveport , 15 and 16, in A 
Consolation, with Bob Blak e of Little 
Rock third. Mike Connolly of Bossier 
City AFB, La., defeated C. P. Herrington 
of Shreveport in B Consolation, 21-19, 5-
21, 21-8, with Nelson Fort of Shreveport 
third . 

All players were guests a t a Saturday 
night barbecue where everyone enjoyed 
food and fe llowship. Lucky Luther 
Bernstei n won an Ektelon Rogue racq uet 
given as a door prize. Since Shreveport 
has ju st started playing racquetball, it 
ca n be proud of its fir st tournament and 
is thankful to the fine players a tt endi ng. 

RACQUETBALL 



Z>a/h tJµ~ 
1a '(Jw,eed' 

g', 'J::. eete, 

Charlie Drake joins Keeley for doubles title. 

By Sid Williams 
Steve Keeley successfu lly defended his 

open singles champ ionship in the second 
annual Daffy Open at Tacoma, Wash., 
then comp let ed his domination of the 
open class by teaming with Charli e 
Drake for the doubles crown. 

Keeley defeated Bill Thurman , 21-11, 
21-15, in the singles finals , but the scores 
do not reflect the skill, rallies or sport­
smanship demonstrated by both players. 
The viewers showed their appreciation 
many times during the match. 

Third plac e went to hard-hitting Bob 
Lund of Portland over Gentleman Bill 
Dunn of Chabot, 21-16, 21-19. Combined 
consolation was won by Jeff Smith of 
Portland over Dick Reinhard of Gig 
Harbor, 31-30. 

Open doubles aga in saw Keeley and 
Thurman-with their partners- fighting 

it out for first place, Keeley and Drake 
winning it, 21-16, 21-19, over Thurman 
and Al Rossi. Thurman 's partner , Rossi, 
was plagu ed with a severe wrist injury 
which prevented him from playing at his 
best. 

Dunn and Tony Krause won third place 
over the " vocal" Lou Concha-Dave 
Charls on duo, 21-14, 11-21,. 21-16. Doubles 
consolation went by forfeit to Tevie 
Smith and Howie Rankin over Wayne 
Smyth and Bill Condratow . 

Women's singles saw Peggy Steding do 
her thing as only she can. No one went 
more than two games with her and she 
allowed only 11 points in three matches, 
nine of them in the finals, 21-2, 21-7 over 
Jennifer Harding of Beverton, Ore . 
Jennifer never really got started in this 
match . 

Third place went to Wendy Warner of 

Bellingham over Diane Clairmont of 
Vancouver, B. C., 12 and 14. This was one 
of the best matches of the tournament 
with both women demonstrating kills, 
pass and ceiling shots that drew much 
applause. Connie Hughes of Portland 
won consolations over Vicki Panzeri, 31-
18. 

B singles was a tough class of play~rs 
from game one until the finals, which saw 
"Steady" Peggy Steding and "The 
Riper" John Van Riper battling for the 
No. 1 spot. Peggy, suffering from leg 
cramps, made a gallant effort after 
losing game one, 21-17 and winning game 
two, 21-13, lost game three, 21-5. "The 
Riper " proved to be the most improved 
player we had seen since he won" C" 
class at last year's first Daffy Open. 
Third place was another tough battle, 
pitting the dapper Ian McKenzie of 

Women's champ and B runner-up, Peggy Steding gets 
two trophies from Sid Williams. 

Canadian junor Brian Swartz, 14, won Class C title over 

big Pat Whitehill. 
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Vancouver, B. C. against Terry 
Freidlander of Mercer Island. Amid kill 
shots galore and long t-0ugh rallies, 
Freidlander won 21-19, 21-17. 

C singles drew more competitors than 
any other class of play. The future of 
racquetball lies within this class of 
players . Brian Swartz, at age 14, is one of 
the best examples of a future "A" class 
player . He has the poise, knowledge and 
ability to be one of the great players of 
tomorrow. The finals ended up as " David 
vs. Goliath ." Swartz at approximately 5 
feet tall and weighing about 100 pounds 
from Vancouver, B. C., found himself up 
against Dr. Pat Whitehill, about 6-4 and 
weighing between 210 and 220 from 
Spokane, a very tough man to hit pass 
shots by. So young Swartz started hitting 
kill shots and won two straight games, 21-
13, 21-20. Everyone watching 
acknowledged their performance with 
applause . Third place went to John 
Jackson of Edmonton, Alta., over Steve 
Bell from Troutdale , Ore ., 14-21, 21-7, 21-
15. 

The " old guys" in Masters class also 

r-------------------------
~ Calendar 
i 

AUGUST 
1-3 : "World" Racquetball Cham­

pionships, Eastern Washington State 
College, Spokane, Wash . (Open, 8, C, 
women's senior , masters singles; open and 
senior doubles .) 

29-Sept. 2 : Third annual Los Angeles 
Open Labor Day Tournament, Los Angeles 
Athletic Club . (Open, 35 -over masters, 50 -
over super masters , B, C, women's, 
women's novice singles; open, masters , 
super masters, B, C doubles.) Entry fee 
S15 first event , SlO second event and 
women's novice . Deadline, noon August 23. 
Hotel reservations, Los Angeles Hilt on. 
Director - Mike Cha et , Los Angeles Athlet ic 
Club, 431 West Seventh St. , Los Angeles , 
Calif . 90014 . 

30-Sept. 2 : Labor Day Tournament , 
Jefferson Court Club, Metairie, Louisiana . 
(Open, junio ·r, women's, B, masters singles 
and doubles .) SlO per player per event , 
limit two events .Directors-Mike Wil liams , 
Les Cabin, Peter Michell, Jefferson Court 
Club, 2720 Metairie Lawn Dr ., Metairie , La. 
700001, telephone 504 -834-2103 . 

SEPTEMBER 
5-7: Whitemarsh Pepsi -Cola Racquetball 

Classic, Whitemarsh Club, Whitemarsh, 
Md. Director-Tom Whipple . 911 North 
Hampton Dr. , Silver Spring , Md. 20903. 

20-22: Lone Star Open, Centre Tennis 
Club, Richardson, Texas . (Open, 8, senior 
singles; open , 8 doubles.) S 10 first event , 
S5 second event . Deadline September 16. 
Hotel reservations, Ramada Inn NE Dallas . 
Director-Tom McKie , Centre Tennis Club, 
900 St. Paul, Richardson, Texas 75080, 
telephone 214 -234-5000 . 
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proved to have some talent for 
racquetball . Dr . Peter James of 
Bellingham, Wash., had little trouble 
defeating Ed Gause of Portland , Ore., in 
game one, 21-8. Gause, a late starter, 
really came back in games two and three 
to win, 21-2, 21-10. Al Rossi forfeited the 
third place match to Sid Williams of 
Tacoma , due to a very bad wrist injury . 
Masters consolation was won by Jack 
Ireland of Portland , Ore. , over Rhett 
Kirk of Tacoma, 31-18. 

The second Daffy Open might not even 
have taken place but for the 
reorganizational ability of Steve Murata . 
Steve wiJI soon be leaving our ranks to go 
to dental school in Portland, Ore. The 
Muratas will be an asset to any com­
munity. Steve also received the annual 
Sportsmanship A ward. 

We also must thank each entrant for 
his and her patience, cooperation and 
help during this tournament. Without 
your assistance, it would have been 
impossible. 

The WRA banquet was a success with 
plenty of food and drink for everyone, 

OCTOBER 
11 -13 : IRA International Doubles 

Championships, The Court House , Min ­
neapol is, Minn . (Doubles only, open, 18 -
under junior, 35 -over senior , 45-o ver 
masters , 55-over golden masters .) See 
entry blank in this magazine for full details . 

11-13 : Women 's Open, Eau Cla i re 
YMCA, Eau Claire, W is. (S&D) Eileen 
Joslin, Women's Director, Eau Cla ire 
YMCA , 700 Graham Ave ., Eau Cla ire, W is. 
54701. 

NOVEMBER 
7 - 10: Canadian National Cham -

pionsh ips , Cote de Liesse Racque t Club, 
Montreal. Ivan Velan, Cote de Lie sse 
Racquet Club, 8305 Cote de Liesse Rd ., 
Montreal, Que . H4T 1G5 . For full in­
formation on any Canadian tournament , 
write CRA, 10325 -114 St . No. 22, Ed ­
monton, Al ta . T5K 1S2. 

15-17 : IRA Masters Invitation Doubles, 
New Castle , Pa. 

DECEMBER 
6-7: IRA Senior Inv itation Singles , site to 

be announced. 
6-8 : Third annual Ill ini Open , IMPE 

Bui lding , University of Illinois , Champaign , 
Ill. (Open, 35-over senior, 45 -over masters, 
women's singles . ) Tr ophies 1-2·3· 
consolation . Entry fee $12, one event only . 
Director-Don Webb, 280 Natural 
Resources, Urbana , Ill. 61801. 

JANUARY 
10-12 : IRA Open Inv itat ion Singles , 

Louisville Athletic Club, Lou isvi lle , Ky. 
FEBRUARY 

1-3: IRA Senior Invitation Doubles, San 
Diego , Cal if. 

28 -March 2: IRA Regional Cham ­
pionships, 10 sites to be announced . 

MARCH 
29-31: IRA lntercollegiates, Memphis 

State University , Memphis. Tenn. 
APRIL 

3-6 : IRA Internationa l Singles Cham­
pionships, site to be announced. 

Bill Thurman was runner-up In both 
singles and doubles. 

live music provided by Magnum. 
Tevie Smith deserves many thanks for 

the thankless job of Chief Referee . Judy 
and Al Metz for their taxi servi ce, Judy 
Williams for handling the many things I 
could not, Don Strong for getting the balls 
here on time , Wick's Trophies for 
creating another unique " Daffy Open" 
trophy , Myron Roderick for all his help 
and special thanks to Art Redford , Parks 
Weaver, Ron and Jeanie Antley and 
Louise Hamilton. And, las t but most 
important thanks of all, to you, the 
players for coming to the second Daffy 
Open. 

McCoy Wins 
At Manhattan 

Craig McCoy and Jay Jones continued 
their close rivalry in the A singles finals 
of the Los Angeles-Manhattan Beach 
tournament, with McCoy winning a hard­
hitting, run and shoot triumph , 21-19, 21-
17. 

The Manhattan Athletic Club drew 
over 160 entries including Paul Rubin and 
handball great Paul Haber, but the real 
star of the event was provided by the six 
brand new regulation courts unveil ed by 
the club . " Interest is growing everyday 
in this area," said mana ger Gio 
Castronovo . " We were collecting new 
members in the middle of the tour­
nament." 

Fred Stellabotte , pres ident of the 
facility, eventually would like to hold 
tournaments every four months. 

In the semifinals, McCoy split the first 
two games with Rubin, who then had to 
drop out before the third game with a leg 
injury. Rubin , formerly nationally 
ranked, recently moved from Cincinnati 
and will play out of the Manhattan AC. 

Unusual in the A doubles was the ex­
periment of putting an A and C player on 
each team. J ones and Max Wojcik won 
over McCoy and Mark Reyes, 8 and 12. 
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In Two Games? 
Throw ing his norma l t hr ee-game 

pattern to the winds, Bill Schmidtke won 
the Minnesota state champio nship with 
four stra ight two-game victo r ies, the last 
over doubles part ner Ron Strom , 21-16, 
21-16, in Rochester . 

Schmidtke and Strom won the doubles, 
13 and 8, over Larry Neilson and Dick 
Bryan. Strom is from St. Cloud , the other 
three fro m Minneapo lis . 

The tour name nt was sponsored by the 
Kahler Hote l and was capped by a 
Saturday night banq uet there att ended 
by more than 100 players and wives. 
Highligh ts included magnificent cuisine, 
free beer and no speeches. 

Because of the limi ted number of 
courts ava ilable, games to 15 were used 
in early rounds of doub les to help contro l 
the sched ule. Tourname nt directors F red 
Banfield a nd Mike Gorman r epor ted the 
prospect of four mo re courts in 
Rochester will help that city's cha nces of 
hos ting the sta te meet agai n . 

Other state champio ns crow ned were 
Bob McNamara of Minneapo lis in senior 
singles, Malin Greenberg and Norma n 
Goldetsky of Minneapo lis in senior 
do ubles, a nd Warren Clar idge of 
Mankato in maste rs singles. 

Schm idtke takes the trophy from 
runner-up Ron Strom. Below , senior s Bob 
Ad am and Bob McNamara, flanked by 
tourney director s Fred Banfi eld , le ft, and 
Mike Gorman. 
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Injury Costly 
The Jewish Community Center of 

Detro i t sponsored the first Annua l 
Masters Invitation Racquetball Tour­
nament. Sixteen players made up the 
draw, representing various clubs from 
the surrounding area . 

Although players had to be 40 years of 
age or over to qualify for the Masters 
Tourname nt, the age rule was waived in 
the case of Kathy Williams, a nationa lly 
ran ked female player from Oakla nd 
University as the tourney chai rman and 
director felt it would add an interesti ng 
touch to the men 's tournament. Un­
fortunate ly, Miss Williams was off her 
game and, added to a rece nt back injury, 
was knocked out in the first round by 
Manny Nosan. 

Thf two top-seeded playe rs in the 
tournament wer e Paul Monforton of the 
Downtown YMCA and Jerry Miller of the 
Jewish Community Center. The draw 
worked out per fectly as Monforton was to 
meet Miller in the fina ls. However, 
Monforton pulled up with a severe leg 
injury after his sem ifinal match. The 
fina ls were postponed one week to give 
Monfor ton an opportunity to get the leg in 
shape to play, but it wouldn ' t respond and 
Miller won by defa ult. Fred Wiegand 
defeated Bill Kennedy in three games to 
cap ture third place. 

Jerry Miller 

Team Festival 
A spectacular 16-team invitational 

racquetball tournament composed of the 
32 best players in Wisconsin made up the 
annual JCC-Carpet Faire Invitational in 
Milwaukee. 

After an all -day session of games, Dan 
Trost and Burt Dinkin, Milwaukee, won 
the championship by defeating Bill 
Harper , Eau Claire, and Larry Altman, 
Milwaukee, 31-30. 

Gera ld Hoff, Wausau, and Larry 
Lederman, Milwaukee, won third place 
by beat ing Joe Car ini and Howard 
Spector, Milwaukee, 31-20. Dan Davis 
and Bill Keena n, Milwaukee, won con­
solation over Simie Fe in, Milwaukee, and 
Ivan Brunner, Madison, 31-21. 

Sponsor for this second annual tour­
nament was Tom Guarniere of Carpet 
Faire , Inc. who alon g with Rocky Felger 
managed some novel ideas for a 
sociable day which included the wives. 
Play ers were invited from the entire 
area of Wisconsin. games were set for 31 
points, hospita lity flowed throughout the 
day, and then a --Food orgy" dinner after 
the tow·nament for husband and wives 
( which was free) made the day complete . 
F irst and second place awards were 
stereo-radio combinations, th ird place 
and consolation received desk clocks and 
pen sets. 
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Triple Crown 
Leo Marsocci has taken a liking to the 

Central YMCA courts in Rochester, N.Y., 
having won three tournaments there . 

Leo, who moved to Rochester from 
California in 1972, first disposed of Steve 
Nicandri, 21-5, 21-18, in the Class A 
tourney. 

The Central Y then sponsored an In­
vi ta tional tournament, Marsocci 
defeating Joe Tarantino of Niagara 
Falls, 21-14, 17-21, 21-11. Joe Aguglia took 
third place . Ken Chivers served as 
tournament director. 

In the finals for the third time, at the 
Rochester Metropolitan tournament, Leo 
scored a 21-7, 21..a victory over Aguglia. 
Jim Winterton was third . 

Marsocci also won the Jewish Com­
munity Center Class A tourney by 
beating Sam Poletta, 21-14, 16-21, 21-12. 

Ashland Area 
Under sponsorship of the Ashland area 

YMCA and Ashland Racquetball 
Association has been formed and af­
filiated with the Kentucky state chapter 
of the IRA. 

Joe Sisler is president, Charlie Med­
dings vice president, Richard Neubeck 
secretary-treasurer and Art Emmons 
and Bill Workman executive committee 
members at large, along with Bill Em­
nett and Tom Shivel of the KRA. 

Films have been shown at monthly 
meetings and an Ashland area YMCA 
tournament has been held with Rick 
Wenning taking open singles by defeating 
Emnett, 20-21, 21-11, 21-19. 

Wenning upset No. 1 seed Shivel in the 
semifinals, 17 and 7, while Emnett 
defeated Don Detjen, 21-18, 3-21, 21-12. 
Shivel downed Detjen for third. Detjen 
teamed up with Workman to win open 
doubles over Emnett and Shivel, 11 and 8. 

Nebraska, Too 
Dennis Hanson of Omaha won the 

Nebraska State Open Championship by 
defeating Obed Oas, also of Omaha, 21-5, 
21-15. 

Hanson, also the current North Dakota 
state champ, defeated Rod Beckman in 
the semis, \J{hile Oas beat Dick Hamlin. 
Keith Wawrzniak disposed of Dan 
Garvey, both of Omaha, 21-20, 21-15, to 
win Class A consolation . 
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Y caza Sweeps 
Joe Ycaza, one of the most improved 

players in the country this year, swept to 
singles and doubles championships in the 
first Georgia state tournament at the 
Park Plateau Athletic Club in Atlanta. 

Ycaza defeated Marc Auerbach in the 
singles finals, 21-7, 20-21, 21-6, then 
teamed with Frank Johnson for a 21-16, 
21-4 doubles victory over Auerbach and 
Hal Krafchick. 

Jim Bishop, an Atlanta tennis pro, took 
third in singles over Johnson, 21-20, 8-21, 
21-18. Jim Bishop and John Bishop were 
third in doubles, 20 and 14, over Jim 
Baskin and Gil Meyer. 

Baskin of Fort Gordon won the evenly 
matched B singles division over Jim 
Hilliard of Athens, 18-21, 21-20, 21-19. 
John Bishop was third , winning by 
default from Warren French. 

The novice bracket drew the most 
entries, 23. Jeff Small defeated Bobby 
Howell, 21-2, 21-19, for first. Jerry Sch­
midt won third over Scott Patterson, 18 
and 12. Gil Meyer took A consolation over 
Frank Vaccarella. 

As shown by the total entries, some 
from as far away as Macon and Augusta, 
racquetball is on the upswing in Georgia. 
Special thanks to Park Plateau for 
holding the event. Most agreed that the 
Plateau's two glass courts are the finest 
facility in the state . 

Louisiana Champ 
David Marshall of Baton Rouge won 

the first Louisiana State Open tour­
nament by defeating Jim Dyer, also of 
Baton Rouge, 21-9, 21..a, in the finals. 

Marshall reached the championship 
round by beating Zeno Yeates, Dan 
Mattin gly and then Peter Michell, 4-21, 
21-18, 21-20 in the semifinals. 

The tournament was held at the newly 
opened Jefferson Court Club in New 
Orleans and tournament directors Jerry 
Winsberg and Michell, state co­
chairmen, were assisted by manager Les 
Calvin and owner Mike Williams in 
conducting a very successful tourney. 

David Marshall Is congratulated by state 
chairmen Peter Michell, left, and Jerry 
Wlnsberg. 

. . 
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Georgia winners, from left, front-Marc 
Auerbach, 2nd ; champion Joe Ycaza; 
Jerry Schmidt, 3rd novice; back-Hal 
Krafchick , 2nd doubles; Jeff Small, novice 
champ; Bobby Howell, 2nd novice. 

Entries from Lafayette, Baton Rouge, 
Challmette , Metairie and Houston , as 
well as New Orleans, gave the matches a 
regional flair . 

In the doubles, Michell and Winsberg 
outlasted an experienced team of Lou 
Bravo and Milton Rebenneck, 21-12, 19-
21, 21-15. 

Ken Berke captured the B cham­
pionship , 21-6, 21-1, over Bobby Karem. 

The tournament was covered by local 
television and an exhibition match 
between city champion Peter Michell 
and local TV sports caster Rod Luck was 
the highlight of the opening ceremonies. 
Enthusiasm for racquetball was at a high 
point durin g the tournament. 

Edmonton Elects 
Ron Pawlowski is president of the 

newly organized Edmonton Racquetb all 
Association and a full slate of officers ha s 
been elected. 

Sandy Shenton is vice president; 
Marilyn Rankin, secretary ; Ian Ar­
chibald, treasurer ; John Van Riper, U of 
Alberta representative ; Percy Bell , 
NAIT representative; John Kempo , 
Central Y and Royal Glenora; and Stu 
Bast edo, West Y. 

Both th e Canadian Racquetball 
Association and the Alberta Racquetball 
Association were started in Edmonton in 
past years, but because of the rapid 
growth of the sport in Canada, officers of 
those groups could not concentrat e solely 
on Edm onton . 

The new city asso ciation was organi zed 
to promot e the sport locally by sta ging 
tournam ents and clinics and to provide a 
voice in the design of a major new 
stadium which may have racqu etball 
facilities , as well as a new Kinsmen 
racquet sports facility. 

Continued on Page 48 
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By Phil Ivaldy 
Charlie Brumfield gained a strong 

center-court position in the third game 
and out-controlled Steve Serot to win the 
Los Angeles Playboy Club Invitational at 
the Century West Club. 

The scores were 21-18, 14-21, 21-11, and 
pla y was of such ca liber that 200 spec ­
tators gave eac h play er a sta ndin g 
ovation at the end of each game. 

Serot didn 't go home empty -handed, 
however . He teamed with Ron Starkman 
to win the doubles title, 21-9, 16-21, 21-12, 
over Bud Muehleisen and Steve Keele y. 

In the sing les finals, Serot pulled out 3-0 
and maintained the lead for seven more 
points. From 10-10, Brumfield began 
shooting, a backhand ro llout followed by 
two ri ght-hand fly kills. At 20-18, Char lie 
played a high ceiling shot off the back 
wall into the left corner for a pinch 
rollou t. 

I 
\ 

Bunny Casey presents doubles trophies 
to Bud Muehleisen . Steve Keeley and 
champions Ron Starkman and Stev e 
Serot. 
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Charlie Brumfield receives his trophy from Playboy Club 
sponsor Burt Taylor, but his attention seems to wander. 

In game two, Steve was hitting more 
kill shots, especia lly off the back wall. 
Brumfield would pass Serol on the left 
only to ha ve Serot quickly se t up for an 
electrifying backhand kill into the right 
cor ner. 

Brumfie ld played a strong center-court 
position in the third game and kept his 
pass shots from comi ng off the back wal l. 
Serot was scrambling and unab le to set 
up for his kills . Showing his game at its 
best, Brumfield maintained control and 
se lected his kill shots to close it out. 

Char lie reach ed the finals with a 21-16, 
21-11 victory over Steve Strandemo, 
sending Steve on many tours with his 
control. Serot outshot Keeley, 21-14, in 
ga me one only to see Keele y produce 
some surprising backhand cross-corner 
kills to win ga me two. 21-18. Serot began 
making 40-foot kills to win, 21-14. 

Highli ghts of ea rly rounds saw Roger 
Souders outlast Len Stream, 21-19 in the 
third, and lead Brumfield 20-19 in the 
first before falling, 20 and 4. Souders was 
shooting from the hip and grooved a 
string of kills from 12-18. Strandemo kept 
crashing the glass backwall for spec­
tacular saves and held off Bill Thurman, 
21-11, 8-21, 21-20, in the quarters . 

Se rot and Starkman knocked off 
Brumfield and Dunn , 21-13, 15-21, 21-6, in 
the doubl es semis with Serot dominati.ng 
play and Starkman showing his tal ent at 
covering the right corn er. Starkman's 
ability to re-kill right corner shots 
became the difference . 

Muehleisen and Keeley also had to go 
three to get pas t Souders and Dave 
Charlson, 19-21, 21-20, 21-14. Souders and 
Charlson led 19-18 in the seco nd when 
Charl son was hit in the eye by an at ­
tempte d Z-shot from Buel. Even then, it 
took anoth er 15 minutes to pull out the 
midd le ga me. Bud and Steve look charge 
in the third on Kee ley 's kill s clown the 
righ t all ey and Mueh leise n's overh ea ds 

and as sor ted change-of -pace balls. 
The finals saw Serot and Starkman 

play a patient game while Bud and Steve 
were not hitting their kills. In game two, 
Muehleisen and Keeley began to run 
Serot and pass Starkman . But the third 
game saw Serot run off a string of 
devastating kill s from 9-9. 

The tournament drew an outstanding 
field of pla yers to the beautiful Century 
West Club and benefited from a fine 
sponsor, the Los Angeles Playbo y Club, 
which took an active interest and 
provided personalized T-shirts and super 
trophies. 

The Class A division fea tured some of 
the fine young players in the game with 
Steve Trent winning over Trey Sayes and 
Jay Jones placing third . A "con tenders 
clivision" was open to all players who 
have not placed in a B bracke t. Roger 
Ehren won over Rick Bryson . 

A weekend highlight was an exhibition 
match by Bette Weed , left, and Jan Camp ­
bell . 
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One for the Bear 
Bob Bear defeated Ron Pawlowski, 21-

10, 21-13, to win the open singles cham­
pionship of the Edmonton City tour­
nament at the Royal Glenora Club. Jack 
Groff took consolations over Ken 
Phillips, 21-14, 21-14. 

Neil Dempsey downed John Fabian, 21-
14 21-12, in B singles, with consolations to 
R~ Riley over Don Rencz. Walter Ceroici 
won C singles over Peter Klavora, 21-13, 
13-21, 21-12, with consolation to Al Gor­
dichuk over John Bourne. 

Jan Sage captured women's singles 
over Ellie Bell, 5-21, 21-20, 21-12, con­
solation to Marj Swan over Gailene 
Shearer . Lindsay Robinson downed 
Tanya Klavora in women's novice, 21-9, 
21-11, consolation to Janice Crockett over 
Joyce Wallace . 

_Maryland•s First 
Maryland's first state IRA tournament 

was held at the Towson YMCA in 
Baltimore with Art St. Martin of the host 
Y winning the championship over Tom 
Whipple of University of Maryland. 

St. Martin won 21-7, 21-11, in the finals 
and allowed his opponents only 7.3 points 
per game throughout the tournament. 

Garry Zipper, a youngster from the 
JCC in Baltimore, defeated Tom Cutler 
of the university , 21-15, 19-21, 21-7, for 
third. 

A field of 29 entries from all over 
Maryland competed in this first state 
tournament. Don Potter , tournament 
director, conducted a well organized 
three-day meet, with a committee 
comprising Dr . Ben Lipira, Dr . Earl 
Magruder, St. Martin and Jerry Tucker . 
A buffet dinner was provided Saturday 
night for all players and guests. 

. , 

JI 
Maryland champion Art St. Martin Is 

flanked by runner-up Tom Whipple, left, 
and Gary Zipper, 3rd. 
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Arizona winners, from left, front­
champions Mike Aubrey and Stan Wein­
stein ; back-Ron Haistings , 2nd; Les Riell , 
3rd ; Don Griffin , 2nd. 

Arizona Doubles 
Mike Aubrey and Stan Weinstein 

defeated Don Griffin and Ron Haisti ngs 
21-16, 21-10, to win the Arizona State Open 
Doubles Championships at the Phoenix 
downtown YMCA. Third place was 
captured by Barry Kaplan and Les Riel!. 

The team of Tom O'Toole and Jim 
Spear edged out Steve Hirko and Don 
Thomas, 21-20, 20-21, 21-20, to take the 
Class B title and the duo of Randy 
Roberts and Paul Ramirez claimed the 
Class C crown. 

Seventy entrants made up the opening 
field for the three-division competition. 
The B and C divi sions were combined 
into one tourney, with first and second 
round losers moving from B division into 
C division. 

Columbus City 
Gene Erwine of Zanesville defeated Al 

Shaffer of Marion, 21-20, 21-10, to win the 
open championship of the second annual 
Columbus, Ohio, city tournament at the 
Central YMCA. 

Erwine downed Dr. John Norton in the 
semis, 21-18, 20-21, 21-18, and Shaffer 
turned back the Columbus YMCA 
champion, Don Schiefer, 21-20, 21-10 . 

Bruno Ottavi, Great Lakes regional 
YMCA representative, downed Art 
Pay ne of Columbus in the masters finals, 
21-12, 21-5. Ottavi eliminated Jim 
Schneider of Ashland Chemical, 10 and 8, 
and Payne sidelined Bill White of 
Columbus, 21-16, 20-21, 21-11, in the 
semifinals. 

Wright in Dallas 
Pete Wright held off Richard Walker , 

21-15, 21-16, in the A singles finals to win 
the Dallas Open Metro tournament at the 
Downtown YMCA. 

Wright and Walker then teamed to win 
A doubles, 19 and 11, over Luther Bern­
stein and Mike McKee, with Wright 
dominating the front line and Walker 
killing off the back wall. 

Some of the best matches were in the 
early rounds. Eric Campbell of Austin 
pushed Walker to 21-18 in the third game 
of a two-hour strugg le. Bernstein rallied 
with eight straight points in the third 
game against Virgil Thurman to win the 
first round encounte r , 3-21, 21-12, 21-18. 

Ron Dick of Fort Worth was 
devastating through the B ranks, using 
his racquet was a missile-launcher and 
never giving ground in his football 
coachin g shoes . 

Racquets Four 
The new Racquets Four tennis and 

racquetball fac ility was host to the third 
Indiana Open Doubles tournament, 
which saw Earl Dixon and John 
Ohlheiser live up to their top seed with a 
21-11, 16-21, 21-14 victory in the finals . 

The new athletic complex four miles 
south of Indianapolis features four 
regulation courts, eight tennis courts, 
lounge, swimming pool, workout room, 
saunas and whirlpool. 

Racquets Four manager Rowland 
Leverenz was pleased with a turnout of 25 
teams from all over Indiana. The club 
provided food, refr eshments, trophies 
and a fine atmosphere for comfort and 
relaxation. 

Dixon and Ohlheiser defeated Jim and 
John Knauer, the second -r anked 
team, as the double pair of right and left­
handers gave a great show of balan ce 
and teamwork. This accounted for Earl's 

Doubles champs In New Castle, Pa., are 
Len Perretti, left, and Guy Natale, over 
Larry Myers and Steve Grenneck. 
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third sta te doubles crown to a dd to six 
singles titles . 

The major upset saw Charl es Solomon 
and Dr. Lloyd Delman kno ck off third ­
ran ked Mike Smart and Les Brown . Tom 
Garner and Dean Cameri s from Indi ana 
U lost two hard-fought ga mes to the 
Knauers in the semifi nal s. In the closing 
minutes , Came ris suffered a back 
m usc le separa tion and had to spend five 
days in the hospital. Howeve r, he's back 
on th e courts now at full stre ngth. 

The consolation match was most in­
teresting, as the only woman competitor, 
Cam ill e McCarthy, teamed with 
Rosenberg of Indianapolis to overcome 
Bruce Lowe and Stevens in thr ee games . 

Great Lakes 
Kim and Clark Pittman, representing 

the Mansfield YMCA, won the Great 
Lakes Reg ional Open Doubles a t the 
Toledo Centr al YMCA. by def ea ting Fred 
Leverenz a nd Tom Car pent er of Detroit , 
21-12, 21-15. 

Twelve teams were ent ered in the 
tournament, r epresenting Cleve la nd , 
Adrian , Fi ndley, Mansfield, Detroit and 
Toledo. The states of Ohio , Michigan and 
West Virginia mak e up the Grea t Lakes 
Region of the YMCA. Competitio n is open 
to all membe rs in the three-state area. 

Wisconsin Elects 
The Wisconsi n State Racquetba ll 

Associa lion has organized with the 
election of office rs a nd plans to establish 
a state wide program for a ll c lubs, 
YMCAs and 0U1er organiza tions to 
es tablish a n annua l calendar al the 
beg inning of eac h seaso n. 

Richard Wisniews ki is sta le chairman, 
with Dan Trost vice chai rm an and 
tr easurer , Hal Raether the la di es 
chairman, Bob Keenan the secretary a nd 
Jo e Wirkus , Gary Brocks a nd Tom 
Gonser officers a l large. 

Chase Rolls On 
Steve Chase won his seco nd a nd th ird 

Iowa tourn aments of th e year when he 
ca ptur ed the Ames Open with a 21-7, 21-8 
victory over Bernie ielse n, then 
followed in the South east Iowa In­
vitational a t Bw·lingto n with a 21-7, 21-9 
conque st of Cesa r F arell. 

Jn the Ceda r Valley Invil.l:1tional a t 
Cha rl es City, the champ ion was Bob 
She ldon, 21-15, 21-19 ove r John Detri ch. 

All the tournam ents have been con­
ducted ext r eme ly well. Ike Cra se of 
Ames a nd Craig Cullins a nd Bill Kelly of 
I3urlin gton a ll did fine jobs . 
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Mike St. Clair just can't wait for the new Muehleisen Courts in El Cajon, Calif. 

LA Has Plans 
Th e Los Ange les Athl etic Club, which 

will hold its third a nnu al Labor Day 
tournament August 29-September 2, also 
is interest ed in conducti ng an invitational 
doubles meet a round the first of 
Decembe r. 

Any play ers or teams interested in 
such a n eve nt may write to Phil Ivaldy or 
Mike Chae t at the Los Angeles AC, 431 
Wes t Seve nth Street , Los Ange les, Ca lif. 
90014. 

Dea dline for the Labor Day tour­
name nt is noon, August 23. Events are 
ope n sing les and doubles, masters 
sing les and doubles, 50-over "supe r 
maste rs" singles and doubl es, women's 
sing les, women 's novice sing les, and 
Classes B and C singles and doubles. For 
details and entry blanks , write lo the 
above address. 

New Chairman 
Tom Whipple, a senior a t the 

Unive rsity of Maryland, is the new state 
chairman for Mary land and immediate ly 
has set goa ls to ( 1) improve IRA 
m em bership in the sta le, (2) organ ize 
thre e major tou rn aments for the 
Maryland-Delawa re-Virgin ia area, and 
(3) to se t up the Mary land Ra cquetball 
Association as a sound unit of the IRA. 

A newslett er is being prepared for 
present members to di s tribute in­
form ation on coming events. One plan is 
to es ta blish a Maryland sta le team for 
int erstat e compe tition. 

As a play er , Whipple has been com ­
petin g five years and placed four th in the 
197•1 lnt ercollegiates af ter losing to Pete 
Wrigh t of Texas Chri stian in the 
sem ifina ls. 

Florida Teams 
Four teams of four playe rs eac h 

compe ted in Clea rw ater YMCA's first 
F lorid a State Team tow·nament, wiU1 the 
hos t club corning oul on top. 

Geo rge Ruclysz, 1972 International 
Doub les champion a nd Clearw a ter's first 
na l10nally ranked player, defea ted Hugh 

Durham , Florida state singles champion 
from Tallahassee, 21-13, in the featw-e 
match and he lped Clea rwat er amass 240 
team points. 

Ma tch es consis ted of one 21-point 
game. Fort Laude rd ale placed second 
with 218 points . Tallahassee and Orlando 
completed the field. 

Another top matc h saw promising 
newcomer Ke n Hendricks of Fort 
La uderda le down Frank Blackard of 
Orlando, 21-10. Rudysz and Mike 
Fatolitis of Clearwate r , Bill Branta of 
Fort La ud erda le and Clive Longden of 
Tallahassee showed excellent ability in 
winning the maximum points for the ir 
teams. 

After U1e sing les round , the players 
paired up for doubles and Clearwate r 
defeated Fort La uderdale, 84-67, with 
winn ing performances from Rudysz­
Fatolitis and Herb Frank-Guy Warner. 

Chagrin Wins 
The Chagr in Court Club of Woodmere, 

Ohio, won its second straig ht Northern 
Ohio leag ue champ ionship a t the Chag r in 
Club, defeating the Western Divisio n 
Cham pions, Brooklyn YMCA, 9-3. 

The rotating troph y will remain a t the 
Chagri n Cow·t Club for the next season. 
Each member of the Chagrin Court Club 
received an imit a tion pewter beer mug. 
Each divis ion winne r received a plaque 
wiU1 each team member's name on it and 
in additio n each divisio n cham pion will 
rec eive a T-sh ir t. 

IL was a n exce llent af ternoon of 
racq uet ball a nd U1e Chagrin Cour t Club 
with Gerry Lapierre as host , provided a 
cha mp ag ne toas t for a ll parti cipan ts and 
an exce llent buffet. 

Severa l other members of the league 
ass istin g in the refereei. ng of the games 
were Jack Soble and Marshall Mallie of 
the Jewish Comm unit y Cen ter, 
Cleve la nd: and Mau ry Kastne r a nd Ron 
Krasnicki of the Chagri n Cour t Club . 

~hagrin won the Eas tern Divi sion with 
·1 110-'10 reco rd followed bv JC C a t 107-43, 
Mansf ie lei YMCA at 79-71 a nd 
North Canto n YMCA at 52-98. Brooklyn's 
record was 105--15, followed by Executive 
Club at 66-66, Centra l YMCA at '18-72 and 
l .or a in YMC/\ a t 9-138. 
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Daffy Open 
OPEN SINGLES 

First Round: Crawford def. Altman, 21-2, 21 -
16; Rankin def . weaver, 21-7, 21 -11 ; James def . 
Marcus , 21-20, 21-18; Groff def. Smyth, 21-18, 
16-21, 21-5; van Riper def. Moore, 21-14 , 21-18 ; 
Lee def . J. Smith, 21-17, 21-15. 

Second Round: Keeley def . Condratow, 21-
11, 21 -10 ; Charlson def. Crawford , 21-18, 21 -17 ; 
Lub isich def . Concha, 21-10, 21 -11; Dunn def . 
Rankin, 21-20, 12-21, 21-4 ; Drake def . James ; 
Lund def . Groff, 21-8, 21 -19; Van Riper def. 
Krause , 21-13, 21-10; Thurman def. Lee, 21-13, 
21 -11. 

Quarterfinals: Keeley def. Charlson ; Dunn 
def. Lubisich; Lund def . Drake, 21-5, 21-11 ; 
Thurman def. Van R i per, 21-6, 21-13. 

semifinals: Keeley def. Dunn , 21-5, 21 -17; 
Thurman def . Lund , 21-11, 21-17. 

Fina ts : Keeley def . Thurman, 21-11, 21-15. 
Third : Lund def. Dunn, 21-16, 21 -19. Comb ined 
Consolation : J . Smith def. Rinehard, 31-30 . 

CLASS 8 St NG LES 
Quarterfinals : McKenzie def ·. Pierce , 21-20, 

21 -19 ; Van Riper def . T . Smith, 21-8, 21- 12; 
Freidlander def . D . Smith , 21-8, 21-18; Steding 
def. Gilbert, 21-9, 21-20. 

Semifinals : Van Riper def . McKenzie, 21-14, 
21-8 ; Steding def. Freidlander, 21-8, 21-9. 

Finals: van Riper def. Steding, 21-17, 13-21, 
21-5. Third: Freidlander def . McKenzie , 21-19, 
21 -17. 

CLASS C SINGLES 
Quarterfinals: Bell def . Sula, 21-13, 21-20 ; 

Swartz def . Grossman, 21-7, 21-12; Whitehill 
def. Gies, 21-3, 21-17 ; JackSon def . Mason, 21-9, 
19-21, 21-12. 

Semifinals: Swartz def . Bell , 21-6, 21-19; 
Whitehill def. Jackson, 21-17, 10-21, 21-17. 

Finals : Swartz def. Whitehill , 21 -13, 21-20 . 
Third: Jackson def. Bell, 14-21, 21-7, 21-15. 

MASTERS St NG LES 
Quarterfinals : Rossi def. Graham, 21-9 , 21 -

9 ; James def . P . Swartz, 21-5, 21-11; Gause def. 
Beuhler , 21-16, 21-14; W Ii iiams def . Watson , 21-
14, 21-13 . 

semifinals: James def . Rossi, 21-18, 21 -12; 
Gause def . Williams, 12-21, 21-16, 21-5. 

Finals : Gause def. James , 8 -21, 21-2, 21 -10. 
Third:Williams forfeit from Rossi . Con ­
solation: Ireland def . Kirk, 31-18. 
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WOMEN'S SINGLES 
Quarterfinals : Steding de f. Panzer i, 21-0 21-

1; Cla i rmont def . Hart, 21-5, 21-16; Warner de f. 
H ighm iller , 21-5, 21-4 ; Hard ing def . Mar ti n, 2 1-
2, 21-2. 

Semifinals : Sted i ng def . Cla i rmon t, 21-0, 21-
1; Harding def. Warner , 21-7, 21-8. 

Finals: Steding de f. Hard i ng, 21-2, 21-7. 
Third : Warner def . Clairmonl , 21-12, 21-14. 
Consola ti on : Hughes def. Panzer i, 31-18. 

OPEN DOUBLES 
Quarterfinals : Keeley -Drake def. McCourt ­

Clemons , 21-12, 21-10; Concha -Charlson def. 
Lund -Marcus , 21-4, 21-3 ; Thurman -Rossi def 
Altman -Smith, 21-14, 21-11 ; Du nn -Krause def. 
Gause -Lubis ich, 21-17, 21-19. 

Semifinals : Keeley -Dra ke def . Concha ­
Charlson , 21-12, 21-18 ; Thurman -Rossi def. 
Dunn -Krause, 14-21, 21-20, 21-11. 

Finals: Keeley -Drake def. Thurman -Rossi , 
21-5, 21-18. Third: Dunn -Krause def . concha ­
Charlson, 21-14, 11-21, 21-16. consolation : T . 
Smith -Rankin forfeit from w. Smy t h . 
condratow . 

Louisiana 
CLASS A SINGLES 

First Round: Ke i th Maillet def. Erro l 
Savo ie, 21-14, 21 -9 ; Dan Matt ingl y def . John 
Leo, 21-12, 20-21, 21-14 ; J i m Dyer def . Cl i ff 
zea i rs, 21-16, 21-9 ; Doug Moreau def . M ike 
Tucker, 21-14, 21-6 ; Larry Bobb it def. Don 
Keon , 21-4, 21-16. 

Quarterfinals : Michell def. Maillet , 21-14, 21-
11; David Marshall def . Matt ingly , default; 
Dyer def . Jerome Winsberg, 21-18, 21-11; 
Moreau def . Bobbit, 21-19, 21-14. 

Semifinals : Marshall def. M iehell , 4 -21, 21-
16, 21-20 ; Dyer def . Moreau, 21-19, 21-14. 

Finals : Marshall def. Dyer, 21-9, 21 -8. T hird : 
Moreau def. M ichell, 21-11, 21-14. Conso la tion : 
Zeairs d ef. Yeates, 21-2, 13-21, 21-19. 

CLASS 8 SINGLES 
Quarterfinals : Prensky def . Brockhoff , 21-

12, 11-21 , 21-15; Berke def . Todd, 21-14, 21 -12; 
Karem def . Morgan, 21-14, 21-16; Thompson 
def. Mayfield, 21-11 , 21-18. 

semifinals : Berke def. Prensky, 21-12, 12.21, 
21- 11; Karem def . Thompson , 21-14, 21-19. 

Finals : Berk e def. Karem, 21-6, 21-1. Th ird : 
Prensky def . Thompson, 21-10, 21-5. Con ­
solation : Campbell def. Dup lass, 21-14, 21-15. 

DOUBLES 
Quarterfinals : M i chell -W i nsberg def . 

Mayf i e ld -Plo t h i n, 21-12, 21-15 ; Bobb i t -Ma i l let 
def . Morgan -Morgan , 21-12, 21-10; Rebenn ec k ­
Bravo def. Moreau -Dyer , 21-12, 21- 19 ; Ma t­
t ingly -Do yle def . Marsha l l-Savo ie, 21-19, 21-18. 

Semifinals : M iche l l -W lnsberg def . Bobbit ­
Ma i llet, 21-17, 21-11; Rebennec k -Bra vo def . 
Ma tt ing ly -Doy le, 21-19, 21-19. 

F i nals : M ichell -Winsberg def . R eben neck ­
Bravo, 21-12, 19-21, 21-15. Th i rd : Mat ti ng ly ­
Doy le def . Bobb it- Maillet , 21-12, 21-16. Con ­
so la t i on : Mayf iel d -P lot h i n def . Ca l v ln ­
Gonza les, 21-12, 21-11. 

Iowa 
CEDAR VALLEY INVITATIONAL 

First Round: N ichols de f. Crooks, 21-15, 21-
4 ; Har t de f. Brown , 12-21, 21- 12, 21-19; Sheldon 
def. M orl ey , 21-3, 21 -5 . 

Quart erfi na ls : Detrich d ef . Nicho ls, 21-8, 21 -
10; Holth u s def . Ha rt, 21-7, 21-12 ; Icenogle def . 
Tro ttm a n, 21-12, 21 -10; Shel don def. McCul ley, 
21-14, 21-7. 

Sem ifinats: De tr ich def. Ho lt hus , 21-17, 21 -
11 ; She ld on def . Icenog le, 21-7, 21-6 . 

Finals : She ldon def . De l r ich , 21-15, 21-19. 
Th i r d : 1cenog le d ef . Holth us , 21-15, 21-16. 
Consolation : McCu ll ey de f. N ichols, 21-10, 21-5. 

AMES OPEN 
First Round : Chase de f. Norine , 21-13, 21-1; 

Nau def . Stewa r t, 21-13, 21-11 ; Rot h def. Fa r ef I, 
21-18, 21-15; Braun def . W oo d , 18-21, 21-11, 21 -
16; Nie lson def . Cook , 21-10, 21-13; Adamson' 
def . LeGrand, 21-16, 21-7; Hansen def . Crase , 
21-7, 21-11; Lucas def. Murdoch , 21-11, 21-16. 

Quarterfinals: Chase def. Nau , 21-16, 21-7 ; 
Braun def . Ro t h, 21-14, 21-18; N ielson def . 
Adamson , 21-4, 21-1; Ha nsen de f. Lu cas , 21-15, 
21-5. 

Sem i f inals : Chase def . Bra u n, 21-12, 21-13 ; 
Nielson def . Hansen , 21-13, 21-18. 

Finals: Chase def . N ielson , 21-7, 21 -8. Th i rd : 
Hansen d ef. Braun , 20-21 , 21-7 , 2 1-12. Con­
solat io n : Farell def . Cook, 21-20, 21-13. 

SOUTHEAST IOWA IN VITATIONAL 
Quart erfi nals : Fa rell de f. Hun ter, 21-5 , 11-

21, 21-2 ; Hansen def . Braun , 21-9 , 21-9; Lucas 
def . McCul ley, 16-21, 21-4, 2 1-17; Chase def. 
Kel ly , 21-4, 21 -9. 

Semif ina ls: Far e ll def . Hansen, 21-19, 21- 19; 
Cha se def . Lucas , 21- 12, 21 -15. 

Finals: Ch ase def . Farell, 21-7, 21 -9. Third : 
Lu cas def . Hansen , 16-21, 21-11, 21-4. Con ­
solation : Nau def . McCulle y, 21-10, 8-21 , 21-17. 

Minnesota 
OPEN SI NG LES 

F i rst Round : B i l l Sch m id tke def. Darry l 
Uphoff , 21-7, 21-7 ; A l Rei ter def . John Mc ­
Connell , 17-21, 21-3, 21-14 ; Steve Singer def . 
Ja ck St roemmen , 21-20, 19-21, 21-16; Kev in 
Delaney def. Dave W i nkle , 21-13, 21-10; Paul 
lkier def . Barr y Gerr , 21-8, 21-11; Mi ke Gor ­
man de f. R ic h Neugren , 21-6, 21-15 ; Bob Adam 
Jr . de f . M ike Buegen , 21-16, 21-11 ; Ron St r om 
de f. Ted L ocke tt, 21-9 , 21-3. 

Quarterfinals: Schm id tk e def . Re i ter , 21-7, 
21-9 ; Delaney def . Singer , 21-19, 19-21, 21-15; 
l kier def . Gorman , 21-5, 21-12; St rom def . 
Adam , 21-6, 21-8. 

Semifinals: Schm id tke def . Delaney , 2 1-17, 
21-8; Strom def . !k ier , 21-14, 21-12. 

Finals : Schm id tke def . Strom , 21-16, 2 1-16. 
Third : Delaney def . lkie r , 21-17, 21-10. Con ­
solat ion : Dave Gland er def Da ve Bechto ld , 15-
21, 21- 14, 21-9. 

SENIOR SINGLES 
Quart erfinals: Bob Adam Jr . def . Bil l 

Co lclough , 21-6, 21 -19; Bob Kle i nschm id t def . 
Georg e Slad tky, 21-9 , 19-2 1, 21-19; Cha rl es 
Schaeffer def . Fr ed Ba nf ield , 21-13, 21-11; Bob 
McNamara def . W end ell O tt um, 21-6, 21-6. 

Semi fi nals: Adam def . K leinschm idt , 2 1-10, 
21-5 ; M c Namara def. Scha eff er , 21-17, 2 1-16. 

Finals : McNamar a def . Adam , 14-21, 2 1-15, 
21-11 Thir d : Schaeffer def . Kl ei nsch mi dt, 
in jury defaul t. Consolat ion : Ra lph St i l lman 
def. Gera ld Cavanaugh , 17-2 1, 21 -15 , 2 1-10. 

RACQUETBALL 
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MASTERS SINGLES 
Semifinals: Jack Wh i snant def . Robert 

Olson, 21-17, 21-13; Warren Claridge def . Amos 
Rosenbloom , 21-10, 21-12. 

Finals : Claridge def. Whisnant, 21-9, 21-15. 
Th i rd : Rosenbloom def. Olson , forfe i t . Con ­
solation : Charles Pine def. Dave Van Heuk lom, 
21-9, 21-10. 

OPEN DOUBLES 
Quarterfinals : Strom -Schm idtke def . K il­

tleson -Kle i nschmidl, 15-1, 15-7; lk ier -Gerr def . 
McConnell -Miller , 15-13, 15-10; Gorman­
Carpenter def . Peekham -Hall, 15-14, 15-7; 
Neilson - Bryan def. Slnger -Buegen, 11-15, 15-4, 
15-8. 

Semifinals : Slrom -Schm idlke def. lk ler -
Gerr , 21-16, 21-17; Ne i lson -Bryan def . Gorman ­
Carpenter , 21-13, 21-8. 

Finals: Slrom -Schm i dtke def. Ne i lson . 
Bryan, 21-13, 21-8. Th i rd : lkier -Gerr def . 
Gorman -Carpenter , 21-19, 21-19. Consolation : 
Don Bechtold -Dave Bechtold def . Adam Jr .­
Adam Sr . , 21-15, 21-14. 

SENIOR DOUBLES 
Sem i finals : Greenberg -Golde t sky d ef. 

Ban fi eld -Slad t ky, 16-21, 21-5, 21-10; Schaeffer . 
Col clough def . Cavanaugh -Mooney , 21-13, 21-17. 

Finals : Gr e enberg - Goldetsky def . 
Schaeffer - Colclough, 21- 17, 21 14. Th i rd : 
Banf i eld -Slad tky def . Cavanaugh -Mooney , 21-
15, 17-21, 21-13. Conso la ti on : Thaxton -Keyes 
de f. Enderson -Brandup, 18-21, 21-20, 21-18. 

Rose Festival 
OPEN SINGLES 

1- Gordon Kelly , Grand Rap ids , Mich .; 2-
Bill Fearing, Newport Beach, Ca li f. ; 3- Peter 
Lubisich, Portland , Ore .; 4- Jeff Sm i th , 
Vancouver , wash .; C- Tony Knause, Sun ­
nyval e, Callf . ; 2C-Henry Marcus , Portland, 
Ore . 

B St NG LES 
1- Ron Benn ink ; 2- Jenn if er Harding ; 3-

Randy So mner ; 4- Tev i e Sm rt h ; C- Jim 
Pi erce ; 2C- Dave Cody . 

C SINGLES 
1-John Mason ; 2- M ike Hard in ; 3-Arl 

Redford ; 4- Dudley Goff ; C- C. D . Byers ; 
2C-Ed Grave s . 

NOVICE SINGLES 
1- Rhelt K i rk ; 2-Bill Baker ; 3- Bob 

Reynolds ; 4-Jer ry Levey ; C- Denn is Mc ­
carty ; 2C- Howard Liebr ich . 

WOMEN'S SI NG LES 
1- Sh ir ley Edwa r ds ; 2-Jenn lf er Harding ; 

3-Sonja Sharp ; 4- Ci ndy Marks ; C- Joan 
M osser; 2c - Betty Vanderpool . 

SENIOR SI NG LES 
1- Ph l l Brown ; 2-Ed Gause ; 3- Sid 

Williams ; 4- Sandy Wein s tein ; C- Dan 
Buehl er ; 2C- Tom Graham . 

MAS TE RS SI NG LES 
1- Hal M ink ; 2-Ed Lohr ; 3-Nello Vanell i ; 

4- F . c . Hands ; C- Herman Devaul! ; 2C­
Jack Ireland . 

DOUBLES 
1- Tony Krause - Bob Lund ; 2- Sid W i ll lams ­

Stev e Murata ; 3- Peter Lublsich -Hank 
Marcus ; 4- Blll Fearing .Sandy We instein ; c ­
Dick Brouwer -J im P ierce; 2C- Jeff Larson ­
Norvall Nelson . 
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Dallas Open 
CLASS A SI NG LES 

Finals: Pete Wright def. R ichard Walker , 
21-15, 21-16. Third: M ike McKee forfeit from 
Lu ther Bernstein . 

CLASS B SI NG LES 
Finals: Ron Dick def . Bruce Diamond, 21-20, 

21-11. Third : Char les Croft forfe i t from Don 
Grooves . Conso lation : J i m Hamby def. Steve 
Mon toya, 21-19, 21-16. 

MASTERS SINGLES 
Finals : E . L. Terry def. Harold Cooper, 21-

18, 21-20. 
CLASS A DOUBLES 

Finals: Walker -Wright def. Bernste i n . 
McKee, 21-19, 21-11. 

CLASS B DOUBLES 
F i nals: Kolb-Grooves def . Croft -D ick, 21-19, 

21-9. 

Playboy 
OPEN SINGLES 

F i rst Round : Charl ie Brum fi eld , bye ; 
Roger Souders def. Len Stream , 21-8, 19-21, 21-
19; B i ll Thurman def . Craig McCoy, 21-19, 21-
14; Steve Strandemo def. Lou Concha, 21-8, 21-
9; Steve Keeley def . Deryck Clay, 21-14, 21-15 ; 
Bi ll Dunn def . Ron Starkman, 21-12, 21-14; 
Dave Charlson def . Mark Wayne, 21-20, 21-2; 
Steve Sero! def . J i m Trent, 21-9, 21-6. 

Quarterfinals: Brumfield def . Souders, 21-
20, 21-4 ; Strandemo def . Thurman, 21-11, 8-21, 
21-20; Kee ley def. Dunn , 21-7, 21-13; Sero ! def . 
Char lson, 21-10, 21-15. 

Semifinals: Brumfield def. Strandemo, 21-
16, 21-11; Sero t def. Keeley , 21-14, 18-21, 21-14. 

Finals: Brumfield def. Sero!, 21-18, 14-21, 21-
11. 

OPEN DOUBLES 
Quarterfinals : Br umfie ld -Dunn def. Concha ­

Say es, 21-3, 21-7 ; Serot -Starkman def . Wayne . 
Stream, 21. 11, 21-15; Char lson -Souders de f . 
McCoy -Thurman, 21-17, 21-11; Mueh leisen . 
Keeley def. Susson -Strandemo, 21-15, 21-12. 

Semifinals: Serot -Starkman def . Brumfield ­
Dunn, 21-13, 15-21, 21-6; Muehle isen -Keeley def. 
Charlson -Souders , 19-21, 21-20, 21-14. 

Finals: Serot -Starkman def . Muehle isen . 
Keeley, 21-9, 16-21, 21-12. 

CLASS A SI NG LES 
Quarterfinals : Jay Jones def . Roger Ehr en, 

21-9, 21-19; Steve Tren t d ef . Pat Moran , 21-14, 
21-14; Ken Creese def . Mark Susson, 21-18, 21-
15; Trey Sayes def. R ick DeSaracho , 21-3, 21-1. 

Semifinals: Tren t def . Jones, 9-21, 21-9, 21-
13; Sayes def . Creese , 21-16, 21-20. 

F inals: Trent def . Sayes, 14-21, 21-15, 21-15. 
Th i rd : Jones def. Creese , 21-18, 21-18. 

CLASS A DOUBLES 
Semifinals: Creese -Moran def . Lazure -

Stevens, 21-8, 21-17 Jones -DeSaracho def 
lvaldy -Corm ier, 21-15, 21-15. • 

Finals : Creese -Moran def. Jones-
DeSaracho, 19-21, 21-15, 21-10. 

CONTENDER SINGLES 
Quarterfinals: Roger Ehr en def . Steve 

Wood _, 21-10, 21-7; Rick Bryson def. Sandy 
Morris , 21-11, 18-21, 21-13; Gene McDonald def 
Mike Cha et, 21-10, 21-16; Bemet Rogers def . Ai 
Chavez , 21-9, 21-7. 

Semifinals : Ehren def. Bryson, 20-21, 21-12, 
21-13; Rogers def . McDonald , 18-21, 21-14 21. 
15. ' 

Finals: Ehren def . Rogers, 21-18, 21. u. 
Third: McDonald forfe i t from Bryson . 

CONTENDER DOUBLES 
Semifinals: W i ll iams-Por tune def. Sena-

Rosva 11, 21- U , 21 -14; Ehren-Bryson def . 
Rusn lck -G ibson , 21-17, 21-16. 

Finals: W i ll iams-Por t une def. Ehren ­
Bryson, 21-8, 21-7. 

Kentucky 
ASHLAND AREA YMCA 

First Round : Sh ivel def . Rigsby , 21-5, 21-9; 
Emmons def . Howell , forfe i t ; Wenn ing def. 
Murphy , 21-7, 21-11; Workman def. Brock , 21-
10, 21-10; De tj en def . Neubeck, 21-9, 21-9 ; 
Vance def . Gr lff i lh , 21-8, 21-14 ; Boyles def 
Lyk ins , 21-16, 21-12; Emnett def. A lexander, 21: 
11, 21-14. 

Quarterfinals : Shivel def. Emmons, forfeit ; 
Wenning def. Workman, 21-8, 21-16 ; Detten def. 
Vance, 21-8, 21-16; Emnett def . Boyles , 21-5, 21. 
20. 

Semifinals: Wenning def. Sh l vef, 21-17, 21-7 ; 
Emnett def . De tt en , 21-18, 3-21, 21-12. 

F i nals : Wenn ing def . Emnett, 20-21, 21-11, 
21-19. Th i rd : Shi ve l def. Det (en . 

Doubles: Workman -De l (en def. Emne tt ­
Shivel , 21-11, 21-8. 

Manhattan Beach 
CLASS A SI NG LES 

Finals: Cra ig McC oy def. Jay Jones, 21-19, 
21-17. Th i rd : M cAll istor. 

CLASS A DOUBLES 
Finals: Jay Jones -Ma x WoJcik def. Cra ig 

McCoy .Mark Reyes, 21-8, 21-12 . Th i rd : 

McAl ii stor -Terrone . 
CLASS B SI NG LES 

Finals: Mccomas def. Bloom , 21-19, 21-15. 
Th i rd: DeSa r acho . 

CLASS B DOUBLES 
Finals : McComas -Saylan def . Lilly -M ill er, 

21-5, 21-6. Thi r d : Gayner -Brand . 
MASTERS SINGLES 

Finals: Rogers def. Kunze , 15-21, 21-13, 21-15. 
Th i rd : Caslle . 

CLASS C SI NG LES 
Finals : W ei ss def . Swear ingen , 21-15, 21-17. 

Third : Sark isian . 

I 
I 
I 

Bumper Stickers 
NEW! 

I ~wi.lt!/w---

¢ each 

' Minimum Order $1 I 
I ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Letters • • • 

DEAR EDlTOR : 
! ! • (? ) n PhT t t : ! " 
LL( ~ ).&.frgh!&?/ 
and TpPe r8!t!(C) ... 

Racquetball Booming 
Dear Editor: 

I have been a member of the International Racquetball 
Association for over a year now. It's great to see how much 
the sport has grown over this period of time. More and more 
people know the game as racquetball, rather than paddleball 
or paddle racqu ets . 

In my area alone (Buffalo and Rochester, N.Y.), the 
growth has been encouraging. In Buffalo, we have a com­
petitive league consisting of 11 teams covering metropolitan 
Buffalo and Niagara Falls. Teams average seven players 
and every week for approximately 10 weeks during the 
winter, the top three players per team compete against the 
top thr ee from another team. At the end of the season, the 
best teams engage in playoffs with the winners receiving 
trophies. The competition is tough and it is a highly 
organized league. 

I encourage other cities lo begin something of this nature 
because it gives players a cha nce lo compete against each 
other on a regular basis. 

In Rochester, the popularity of the sport has increased 
tremendously. A recent article in the Dt>mocral and 
Chronicle says it all for the boom of the sport. (The article by 
Bob Matthews is headed "Racquetball Booms as an Indoor 
Sport" and quotes Bob Orozco of the Central YMCA con­
cerning racquetball growth .) 

Joe Aguglia 

Protect Teeth, Too 
Dear Editor: 

I read with interest Joe Zelson 's article on eye protectors 
in the May issue of RACQUETBALL I intend to purchase and 
try both the "Lunaire" and the "Brow Rest" gogg les. 

As a dentist who practices in one of the "hot beds" of 
racquetball, I have been concerned about the increasing 
number of dental injuries due to misplaced racquet swats . So 
I am recommending that players start wearing mouth 
guards, the type worn by football players and bo:eers, whi~h 
can prevent extensive dental damage and not interfere m 
any way with their game. 

These devices are obtainable al any sporting goods stores 
or can be individually fitted by dentists . 

Enjoy your magazine a nd wish you and the IRA great 
success. 

J. Thomas Gentry, DDS 
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Where Can I Play? 
Dear Editor: 

The RACQUETBALL magazine is great. What about in­
cluding a list of the addresses of all racquetball courts and 
the name of a person to call for each one? This would enab le 
any players when traveling to find a game . 

Jon B. Shastid 

Editor's Note: 
The IRA curr ently is conducting a survey of court facilities 

across the country and will publish the results when there is 
sufficient response to be of value, hopefully in the autumn 
Handbook . We again plan to publish a list of all IRA mem ­
bers in the Handbook. 

Thanks to Sponsors 
Dear Editor: 

I would like lo thank all my sponsors who helped make it 
possible for me to make it to the Internationals this year. 
They are Howard Linker, Bud Olson and Mick Gannon, all 
from Louisville. 

Evie Morguelan 

League Play Great 
Dear Editor : 

We are very excited about the racquetball league we have 
formed in the state of South Carolina . Initially we have four 
teams in our league, but I am sur e when we organize during 
the winter of 1974 we will have additional teams playing. 

At the present time, the Gree nvill e YMCA under the 
leadership of Charlie White leads the league. Other teams 
are Florence YMCA, Sumter YMCA and Fort Jackson . 

In each meet, four players ( ranked in order ) meet their 
corresponding numbers from the opposing team . An in­
divid ual match consists of two single games , with each 
player 's total points added toward the team total. For 
examp le, A-1 plays B-1, 16-21, 21-20. Team A gets 37 points, 
Team B 41. Add in the other thr ee mat ches for the final team 
score. 

We would welcome more teams next season. 
Gerald Griffin 

Flying away to a match in the South Carolina League are 
Florence YMCA players, from left, Bob Gahagan, Gerry Grif­
fin, Bob Freeman and Bob Danner. 

RACQUETBALL 



Anyone in Europe? 

Dear Editor: 
My name is Steve Collins and I'm presently in the Army 

stationed in Heidelberg, Germany . My job here consists of 
working in the gym at Campbell Bks. We have one pad­
dlecourt in use now, with another to be constructed. 

Recently we had an open singles paddleball tournam ent 
with Joe Mulieci-who works with me here in the gym­
defeating me in the finals, 21-16, 21-18. We have a great in­
terest in paddleball here. There were 31 entries. 

As of now, the Army has no varsity sports program like the 
Air Force in Europe . The Air Force has a league which has 
been going great guns for the past few years. Is there any 
way we could have a tournament in Europe for the 
Americans stationed here? 

I really think a tournament over here would be great. If 
anything could be worked out in any way, I will offer any 
assistance I can from my little office in Heidelberg. 

Steve Collins 

Editor's Note: 
Anyone interested in getting up such a tournament can 

write to Steve Collins , 261-76-8976, Co. A (Campbe ll Gym), 
APO New York 09102. 

Print More Results 

Dear Editor: 
I have an editorial comment concerning Racquetball. in 

reading the May issue, I was bothered by the "cuteness" of 
the headlines and the lack of tourn ament draw results . By 
the latter, I mean pairings and scores listed by rounds for the 
tournament as is done for the Supreme Court Open written 
up on page 12. This is excellent and a strong contrast to the 
potpourri found on pages 20-26. I would suggest that you 
request tournament directors to send this information to you 
already typed up in the style you would like. You could then 
include this with the writeup, or more simply, have a results 
section at the end of the magazine. 

Harold F. Williamson 

Editor's Note: 
You have a point there, Harold, and we're passing it on to 

the readers, since they 're the only reporters we have. We'll 
publish results of any and all tournaments ( edited to 
reasonable length) and for style , see the Playboy In­
vitational scoreboard in this issue. But we're quite proud of 
the "Along the Racquetball Trail" section and would be 
happy to double or triple the number of short items we print 
there . 

Don't Build a Racquetball Club ... 

UNTIL YOU'VE SPORTS 
TALKED WITH 

UNLIMITED 

Owners e Architects~ Engineers 0 Builders 8 

WE CAN $AVE YOU MONEY! 

We'll compare and contrast costs, features and benefits of all systems 

• Locking systems • Tilt-up concrete 
• Panel syste ms • Fiberglass-reinforced 

• Poured-in-place • Flooring and lighting 
• Conventional concrete block and plaster 

Learn everything there is to know about glass walls and spectator areas 

IF WE CAN'T SHOW YOU 

HOW TO SAVE DOLLARS 
WE WON'T CHARGE YOU A DIME! 

SPORTS UNLIMITED • Complete Design Work 

PO Box 1207 

Stillwater, Okla. 74074 405-624 -1252 

• Full Specifications 

• We Supervise Construction 

The only full-service court consultants in the country 
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FOUR MODELS: 
XL - a full 19 inches of 

sheer luxury 

Muehleisen - designed to the 
personal taste of 
Dr . Bud Muehleisen 

Rogue - Rugged, dependable , 
anodized in red 

Wisp - Light, qui ck, sharp shooter 
anodized in blue 

Three grip sizes : 4 1/ 8 , 4 5/ 16 , 4 1/ 2 
Available in rubber and leather. 

RACQUET OF CHAMPIONS 

Over 69 % of the players in the 
197£1 LR.A. Championships used 
an Ektelon racquet. 

J 

J2 
7079 Mission Gorge Rd. - Suite E • San Diego, California 92120 • Phone: (714) 286-1188 

RACQUETBALL 

.,.. 







RACQUETBALL .. a great game that deserves 

nothing short of COURT PERFECTION! 

• Show n opposite is a 1nagni­
fiecl seclrona l view of panel 
showi ng m11lti -l nyered fabrica­
t ion. Wall panel th ic kness i.s 
1-3/16" - Do ors ancl ceiling 
7 / 16". Panel climen si o11s are 
4' x 4' and 4' x 8'. 

L ong before Rac qu et ba ll gai ned popu la r ity, 
D . B. Frampton & Company s tarted its program of 
R esearc h and developm ent in R ec re atio nal Court Con ­
s tru c tion . Du ring th e fo llow in g years an d a [te r many 
field tests , the FRAMPTON "62 -P " PANEL COURT 
took its initi a l bow. Because of th e e n thu sias ti c accept ­
a nce an d nati ona l approva l of this product, we firm ly 
beli eve it to be the finest ava ilable a nywh ere in the 
indu stry. 

Individuals in our R ec reation Di visio n , working 
clos ely with the R esea rch Divi s ion of U . S. Gypsu m 
Comp a ny , developed the specifications fo r the 

• • 

FRAMPTON "62-P'' P ane l ­
designed for use in H a nd­
b a 11, Squ as h , R acquetba ll 

33 SOUTH JAMES ROAD • 

an d P ad dl ebali. Th ese panels . . . 
incorporat e dimensional stability, 
prec ision , res istance to wa rp ing, 
abrasion and stainin g . 

T o assure definite a lignme n t 
for all panels, we ha ve develop ed 

the pl as tic spin e that is impervious to moisture condi ­
tions . . . anot her plus feature in constructio n which we 
have ado pt ed as s tandard practice. Wh e ther co u r t con­
s tr uc ti on is plann ed Dir ect lo Masonry, Furred or Free 
Stand ing, no other court insta lla tion offe rs the practica­
bi lity a nd many adva nt ages inco rporat ed in ou1· "62-P" 
design a nd matenal. 

W e oITe1· c lient s and architects a fu ll range of light­
ing , a ir move m ent, humidity a nd ,temp era tu1·e control 
data up on requ est. 

* 
• 010· insert is now appearing iri S wee t 's 1974 Cata ­
log . If yo1t wislL more com plete ilLfo rmatio1L ori the 
''6 2-P' ' Pa nel Court, scncl for our i11diu id11a! bro chure 
wit h more fact s a11d figures . 

COLUMBUS , OHIO 43213 • PHONE 614 -239 -9944 



Take one along when you go courting. 
Whatever Seamo Racquet­
ball Racquet you pick , it'll 
be the finest in its class. 

If you like the new and 
unique, there's the new and 
unique Seamco Aluminum 
Racquet with super-size 
sweet spot, exclusiv e 
string support system, and 

INTERNATIONAL RACQUETBALL ASSOCIATION 
P o Box 1016 Sllllwater, Oklahoma 74074 

one-piece extruded frame. 
If you' re more inclined 

towards the tradit ional, 
there 's the VIP. The top 
wooden racquet in our line , 
it features a rugged 8-ply 
laminated frame , imported 
black perforated leather 
grip, and nylon wrist thong . 

See all the Seamco 
Racquetball Racquets, plus 
the Seamco Official IRA 

Racquetball at your favor ite 
sport ing goods store or 
department. Seamco Sport­
ing Goods , New Haven, 
Connecticut 06503. 

SE'iilllco~ 




