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Hucrek Wins Boston Pro Stop 

Boston welcomed the new 
IRT commissioner, Dave Ne- 
grete of Chicago with open 
arms as he brought pro racquet- 
ball back to South Boston again 
Dave produced a great show, 
one which will be remembered 
for years to come 

The round of' 16's began Fri- 
day at noon with some great 
racquetball Tim Doyle won a 
hard match against Mike Green 
in 5 games 'Iim looked good 
and was confident about his 
play and his chances in the next 
round Cliff Swain won his 
match against Shai Manzuri in 
convincing fashion After win- 
ning the first game, he gave 
Shai a "donut" in the second, 
Shai battled back to win the 
third game and Cliff responded 
by handing him another donut 
in the fourth game John Ellis 
won his match in three games 
over Chris Crowther Although 
Chis  has a lot of reach, he was 
unable to keep up with Elli's 

fast pace Chris mentioned af- 
terwards that he needs to work- 
out more, and not just play Jack 
Huczek looked quite sharp in a 
three game win over Mike 
Guidry Mike played very well 
and still got the donut in game 
2 Jack was on a tear, and the 
crowd was buzzing Jason 
Mannino had a good time with 
Ruben Gonzales, longtime vet- 
eran ofthe tour Respect, admi- 
ration, and affection were all 
displayed du~ing the match and 
Jason wins in four Derek Rob- 
inson found a formidable foe in 
Kane Waselenchuk Kane won 
the first two games and was 
leading in the thud when Derek 
ran hard to his right in pursuit 
of the ball and went down in 
great pain His hip had popped 
out of the socket He couldn't 
return toplay and thus forfeited, 
and went upstairs to the fine 
physiotherapy department at the 
club fbr treatment He said he's 
just taking it day to day Rocky 

Carson won his match in three 
over Dan Fowler Dan was 
definitely having an off day and 
never really got started Brian 
Istace surprised the Boston 
crowd by taking out Alvaro 
Beltran in five games, 

Brian was sporting his new 
"Harrow" ~acquet, a new com- 
pany in the racquetball scene, 
and they both had the crowd on 
the edge of their seats during an 
awesome 11-8, 5th game 

Promptly at 6 pm Friday the 
quarterfinals began This tu~ned 
into a long evening of racquet- 
ball and definitely "your 
money's worth" as all 4 matches 
went the full five games Some 
of the best racquetball matches 
I've ever seen saw Jack Huczek 
over Jason Mannino, John Ellis 
over Tim Doyle, Cliff' Swain 
over Kane Waselenchuk in a re- 
peat performance of the quarters 
in the U S Open, and in a 
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View of the  President 

By W.T. Blakeslee rectors In case you haven't 
By now most serious racquet- heard Jim Hiser is now the head 

ballers have heard that .Jack man at the USRA, as executive 
Huczek has won his first Pro director, after Luke reduced his 
Stop by beating the number one role, 
ranked player in the world Cliff' Finally, the best news of all, 
Swain In addition, to show the Lou Ellen Fecher and Randy 
world it wasn't any fluke he fin- Minto have been elected to the 
ished second in the following Hall of Fame Again I would 
stop In the most recent Pro like to thank Lou for her many 
Ranking Jack is ranked 6th years of' hard dedicated work at 
Anyone want to bet he won't be all the meetings and tournament 
moving up higher? He is also she par.ticipated in! 
doing well in school and re- The last few months some of 
cently signed with Pro Kennex you have commented about 

Chris Cole spent Februay at reading the newsletter; we all 
the winter Olympics being in need inspiration, and if you 
charge of' housing for the ath- want to contribute send your 
letes, 1 hope he takes the time to thoughts to Sandy Alberto or 
write us the "rest of'the story" I any board member and we will 
would also say he has a chance publish you1 thoughts 
to be elected to a higher posi- As always see you the hard 
tion on the USRA Board of Di- wood, 
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1 2001 State Doubles Results 

Mens Open Mens 35A Womens Open 
First Jack HuczekiBrad McIlhargie Steve GoedkerRick Oswald Sandy WhitelClaire &use 
Second Chris ColelJack White John Coaker,/Chuck White Laura Patte~sodStephanie Cobb 

Kathie 'IrotterIJanet Insko 
Stacey BarbasiPaula Saad 

Mens AA Mens 35B Womens 30 
Fzrst Shannon KohlBranden Cortese A1 Pet~iRoland Leal Laura Patter son/hlelody Gorno 
Second Paul Adamsinave Bushen Diego PizzoB111 Molnar Stephanie CobbIKaren Green 

Steve GoedkerRick Oswald Todd Moen/Dan Sutton Judy PorteriMary Horne 
Rich and John Torres Chris HallidayIJim Scheuer Lesley KishiganIJanet Insko 

Mens B Mens 40 Mixed Open 
Fz~s t  Nick FrontczakMike Mollema Jim Woolcock/Dan Verbeck Jack and Sharon Huczek 
Second Chuck Van HooseIJeff Johnson Tom BlakesleeIJack White Sandy WhitelChris Cole 

Dan O'ConnellIJason Car~oll Chris KellyIJim Panasiewicz Paula SaadiPaul Licari 
Chis  PendellIJim Kutt Bill HagedornRon Papke Felicia MannIRon Ba~ton 

Mens C/D Mens 45A Mixed A 
Fzrst Dan Whiston/Barry Dennis Bob GravelydJirn Jazwiecz Dave BushedBarbara Westveer 
Second Chris HallidayIJim Scheuer Dean RhodeslJim Santino Karen GreedKevin Dancy 

William MolnarDego Pizzo Rick ScottIAl Me11 Diana CourtneyIGeorge Terryn 
Todd HaughiLarry Schoemaker Chris PendalllJim Kutt Kathy TrotterIRon Papke 

Mens 30A 
Fzrst Rich & John Torres 

Mens 50 Mixed B 
Tom BlakesleeIJ Panasiewicz Judy PorterIStanley-ElAmin 

Second Paul Adamsinave Bushen Ric ScottIAl Mell Iracey Truvillion/Vince Sessions 
Mike Mollema/Nick Frontczak Joe RomeoIChuck Van Hoose 
Tony & Mike Gabarino 

Mens 30B Mens 45B/50B/55/60 Mixed C 
Fzrst Tom NagellJeff Johnson Mike Huberinon Edwards Ca~ol  MessingIAllen Jones 
Second Chis  GoudielTwayne Howa~d Mike YounglMike Brooklier Kim NovakiBob Gray 

Jason Car~ollDan O'Connell Frank PalazzolloDan Sutton 
Ron BlackIJack Reed 



Swain Defeated on Home Court 
Continued from page one 

match that stated just a few 
minutes before midnight, Rocky 
Carson over Brian Istace 

Saturday at 3 pm the first final 
between John Ellis and Jack 
Huczek is everything the hype 

Letter to the Editor... 

Thoughts on Sp 

by Stephanie Cobb 

Where has good sportsmanship 
gone? I believe it is time to get it back 
How to get it back is a good question 

I have been traveling this year to 
racquetball tournaments from North to 
South and East to West. I have seen 
good sportsmanship, so I know it is out 
there I just do not know how to sus- 
tain it and continue to make if flourish 
throughout the racquetball family so it 
does not disappear periodically It not 
only is great to see matches, but also 
excellent to observe excellent sports- 
manship 

For example, I attended the U S 
Open Tournament in Memphis A 
wonderiul playing experience occurred 
for me there I won a match after be- 
ing down 10-1 in the tiebreaker I was 
cheered by family and friends and this 
made me feel good, even exhilarated 
Yet, the event struck me the most was 
the approach, afler what must have 
been a disappointing loss, that I will 
never forget. Afler the match she did 
not storm off the court in anger without 
shaking my hand Instead she gave 
me a big hug  and whispered, 
"Congratulations, I had fun " 

I am trying to bring more good 
sportsmanship to my own game It is 

said it would be Bringing out 
the best in both players, Huczek 
wins an all out war in five 
games to advance to the finals, 
Jack didn't seem to break a 
sweat as he dove all over the 
court, and John was soaked as 
he fought as hard as he could, 

not always in my repertoire Nor is 
good sportsmanship easy to achieve 
when I feel so hurt from losing a game 
li temporarily feels good to walk off, 
throw the racquet down on the floor 
and bust open the locker room door 
with a full karate kick Then to add 
insult to injury, I blast out some profan- 
ity I am human no matter what you 
guys think But, displaying these be- 
haviors is not being a good sporl Be- 
lieve me, I have regretted those mou 
ments However, I have not been 
woman enough to come back to apolo- 
gize for my display of rage 

I have been playing racquetball in 
Michigan for three years and I have 
noticed one particular person with ex- 
cellent sportsmanship in every tourna- 
ment in which we both participated I 
try to copy this person, but do not quite 
make it At a later date, I will an-. 
nounce whom I this person is, mean- 
while I would like to know who you 
think has good sportsmanship Piease 
email me your choices and thoughts 
o n  s p o r t s m a n s h i p  a t  
scobbl968@yahoo corn or place your 
comments on the RAM web page 

People you choose will be placed on 
the first "Good Sports Team" for the 
2001-2002 racquetball season Let's 
begin a good tradition 

After the match, John said he 
was tired and needed to get in 
better shape Semifinal game 2 
saw Cliff Swain win in four 
games over Rocky Carson This 
match was not as close as all the 
others Game one saw Rocky 
Carson shoot to an impressive 
8-1 lead, only to have Cliffre- 
bound and take the game back 
11-8 Game 2 was real close the 
whole game and had Cliff' on 
top 13-1 1 Game 3 sees Rocky 
again charge to a lead, this time 
9-3, and he hangs on to a 11-9 
win Game 4 has Cliff in 
charge easily the entire game 
and he wins 1 1-3 

The finals on Sunday had an 
air of cautious optimism for the 
favo~ite Cliff Swain Jack Huc-. 
zek had just taken down the 
numbers 8, 2, and 3 ranked 
pro's on the tour And now he 
was gunning for Cliff in South 
Boston, the very town Cliff 
grew up in Game one began 
with Cliff starting out slowly as 
he sometimes will here in Bos- 
ton Jack was on fire and had 
great success with high nick lob 
serves to Cliffs backhand Tack 
wins game one, 11.4 amid si- 
lence in the crowd Game two 
starts with much encouragement 
from the crowd fbr Cliff and he 
seems to use it to his advantage, 
he wins this one 11-6 over Jack 
The crowd is back into the 
game again and Cliff' rides this 
emotion to a 7-1 lead only to 
see Jack battle back and take the 

Continued on page 7 1 



Tri-Club Open Tournament Draws 75 
Seventy-five players took to the courts of 

the Michigan Athletic Club in Grand Rapids 
to contest the first Tri-Club Open Players 
enjoyed lots of round robin play, great hos- 
pitality and shirts and trophies by Anderson 
Screen Printing After surviving the sus- 
tainability-challenged (duration-challenged) 
balls, things really started to pick up 

While some divisions were straight round 
robin, total points wins, most divisions 

featured round robin preliminary rounds that cre- 
ated seeding for Semi.-Finals and Finals to be 
played on Sunday With this format everyone 
got at least five matches, and still got to contest 
Semis and Finals using "Real" Racquetball rules,, 

The Tournament Directors would like to thank 
everyone for coming out to our first Round Robin 
tournament and look forward to seeing you back 
here in May,. 
- Submitted by 'Twayne Howard and Paula Spagnuolu 

Tri-Club Open Results: 

Junior 10 -under 
Men's Open 
Men's A 
Men's B 
Men's C 
Men's D 
Men's 25 CID 
Men's 45 A/B 
Men's 45 CID 
Men's 55 Open 
Men's 65 Open 

First - 
Trenton Balavitch 
Brandon Cortese 
Brett Baum 
Kevin O'Keefe 
Barry Dennis 
Chad lgnatowski 
Dave Rye 
Bob Buckingham 
Tim Cosby 
Spark Overway 
Dave Lund 

Second 
Dan Poindexter 
Jeff Connell 
Bob Schermer Jr 
Randy Ransom 
Alex Brown 
Tony Gardner 
Gary Balaviich 
George Goudie 
Bob Bohez 
Bill Plewa 
Dick Tedford 

Semi-Finalists Semi-Finalists 
Fred Poindexter 
Shannon Kohl Lewis Forrest 
Tom Ford Scott Glass 
Twayne Howard Mike Wahl 
Mark Kamps Neal Young 
Jeff Young Scott Lyons 
Scott Nicholson 

Bob Lyons 

JD Driver 

"Age ain't nothin' but a number"... 

Duane Reassell Shares Stories sf Success 

70,Znn and1 liave 6een bury W e  phyed 
andwon the go16mcdaTfofor the 70+ myed 
dou661 at the ?4'%&eTon 'L)fw Fatzonal 
2001 Doubler Championrh~p zn Lar Vegar 
in Octo6er I afio won the goK for the 
Men'r 75+ and the s~lvcr in the 70+ urid 

my partner M a m n  Schlnagb from Beach- 
wood; Ohio 

Earlier, I won first phce in the 75+ rin- 
gCer at the 17~~nternatzonal  E.acquctGafl 
Federation Woriorld Senzor Championrhipr 
heH m XT6crquerque, Few Meqco in Au- 
gust Iphyeda  totalqfnine matcher w t h -  
out bring a rznglegame 

In Octo6er at the 1S~"nnuaT?iuntrman 
WorHScnior Gamer zn Utah I competed in 
60th singles and dou6Cer W t h  partner 
Q 6 e ~ t  Mzfhrfrom Iron Mountazn, M~chi- 
gan, I won the goHmcdaTmar~ng our:first 

tlme out ar a team and hlr jirrt goiorld medaC 
w n  I afio recaved the nlver tn 75+ rtn- 
gler 

70,Znn and I have won the U 5 W  Mz~ed 
DouGler go!2 medalfour tzmer (1997,1998, 
1999 and 2001) G e  Lar 'Vegar tourna- 
ment mar& the hr t  of our compctztlve ef- 
fortr ar a team W e  wfl contznue to phy 
forfitnerr rtnce racquet6allu excellent aero- 
61c exenzie W e  i e f l  reek nnothei venue, 
r e ,  horserhoer, to compete zn at future 
Kuntrmnn Woriorld Gamer rhouid we den& 
to attend I have a proferrlonaf horsrihoe 
pzt on my property tn a prrvata parknamed 
after my father, Chud ~?.~relL in Lanrlng 
Townrhzp 

Oocr my m a y  years o fphy ,  445 zn a& I 
have had Totr of ruccerr and won m a y  
tournamentr In racquet6aTL I have been a 

State Champzon (Hzchzgan and CabforntaJ 
a FationalChampion (60th nngicr anddou- 
6br)and an InteinatzonaTCharnp~on 

I chore to have a U S W  rhampzonrh~p 
ring made for 7oAnu a d m e  to celebrate our 
phy together in ml<eddou6ler Mtne har a 
red rtone and hers har a green rtonc I 
taught her how to phy ttkgame ofracquet- 
6aEwhen rhe war 69yean 016 She u now 
73 She fiadthc courage, strength anditam- 
ina to enter the com6at areru r~de by ride 
wzth me She har the rzght stuff1 Our ac- 
complirhmntr togetlici real4 are the hzgh- 
light Together we h d  zt! 

I wzncontinue toplizy m the Fattonal 
Marter'r toumamcnt m 60th ringlei and 
dou6ler for a few more year3 depenhng 
upon my health anddenre t o p k y  GeJire 
m my belb rtillbu~nr i -Duane Rursea' 



Seniors Tournament Celebrates 13 years 

by Jim Easterling 

Michigan held its 13" Mid- 
west Seniors Masters Racquet- 
ball Tournament this yea1 This 
tournament is an annual event 
and is open to anyone age 35 or 
older The tournament is a 
round robin without refer ees 
Scoring is 2 games to 11 

The tournament was held at 
the Total Sports Club in Mt 
Clemens on Nov 3, 2001 As 
tournament directors, Dianne 
and I made sure to keep the 
event to a one-day schedule al- 
lowing all players to enjoy Sun- 
day 

Six different &visions catered 
to men and women alike Out 

13th Annual Seniors/Masters Tournament 
November 3,2001 

Men's 35/40 A Men's 65/70 

First Greg Hodges First Dave Lund 
Second Steve Goedker Second John O'Donnell 
Third (tie) Jim Wink Third Stan Kurzman 

Lewis Forrest Fourth Hank Gates 

Men's 35/40 B Women's Division 

First Len Kleparek First Alice Douglass 
Second Jim Scheuer Second Laura Patterson 
Third Mike Surowiec Third Felecia Mann 
Fourth Steve Mizzi Fourth Janet lnsko 

Men's 50 

of the 14 plaques that were 
awarded in this tournament, 
three went to out of state play- 
ers That is over 20% of the 
hadware leaving Michigan! 
The Men's 50 division had 12 
people, causing it to be the only 
division needing two flights, 
with a playoff of the top fou~ 
people at the end 

Greg Hodges (M 35/40), Len 
Kleparek (M ,35/40B), Jim San- 
tino (M 50) and Bill Hagedorn 
(M 55/60) never lost a game. 
(Len Kleparek we will see you 
in "A" next year!) Bill Hage- 
dorn and Dave Lund both came 
in second last ye= and this yea3 
were able to grab first place, 

Still conside~.ed a "bridesmaid 
and never a bride" are Steve 
Goedker (M 35 40A) and John 
O'Donnell (M 65/70) Last 
year Steve lost to Pete Ruhala 
and John lost to Charlie Doug- 
lass (Indiana), This year. Steve 
took second, succumbing to 
Greg Hodges and John was the 
second place winner., with Dave 
Lund the victor, 

First Jim Santino A big "you done good" goes 
Second Joe Dennison 
Third Kim Hyde 

to Jim Santino who was the 

Fourth Joe Romeo 
Men's 50 winner this year and 
last, never losing a game either 

Men's 55/60 year (I guess next year I'll have 
to fix the draw!) 

First Bill Hagedorn I would like to thank Bob and 
Second Bill Allen Ed Straetman. owners of Total 
Third Frank Dascenza Sports, for hosting the tourna- 
Fourth Walter Carrara Co~g~~citu16~tiolh~ to a1 1 ! ment, HEAD/PENN Racquet 

Sports for sponsoring the t o w  
nament and as always, the play- 
ers who make it happen, 



Laura Patterson, second place Men's 65/70 - John O'Donnell, 
(left) and Alice Douglass, first second place (lefl) and Dave Lund, 
place in the Women's Division f~rst place 

Men's 55/60 - Bill Allen, second Men's 50 -Joe Dennison, second 
place (left) and Bill Hagedorn, first place (left) and Jim Santino, first 
place place 

Men's 35/40 B -Jim Scheuer, sec- Men's 35/40 A - Steve Goedker, 
ond place (left) and Len Kleparek, second place (left) and Greg 
first place Hodges, first place 

Huczek Wins 
Boston 

Pro Stop 

Continued from page 3 

game 11-8 Concern is now on 
the spectators face as their hero 
is one game away from elimina- 
tion Game four begins with 
Cliff and Jack trading points 
and spectacular diving gets, one 
after another, until the emotion 
is haining the crowd as well 
Tied at 4-4, Jack goes up 6-4, 
Cliff' ties it up and then goes up 
8-6  The crowd is alive and 
cheering Cliff on as he in- 
creases his lead to 10-6 Jack 
takes a timeout and it's obvious 
this is a pivotal point in the 
game and maybe the match He 
returns fiom the timeout with 
renewed determination and after 
several sideouts on both sides, 
marches off to victory in the 
game, 12-10 Both players gra-, 
cious in thanking the sponsors 
and spectators, Jack Huczek left 
Boston with the admiration of 
many Videos of these great 
matches are available on the 
IRT's official vidographers site 
at www pr or acquetball net 



I JOIN THE RACQUETBALL ASSOCIATION OF MICHIGAN I 
Membership includes 

"Membership card, USRA official rule book, travel and equipment discounts 
*USRA medical, life and liability insurance at sanctioned events 
'Four issues of the RAM newsleffei, The Racquetball Reporter 

*Six issues of the USRA national pubiication, Racquetball Maoazine 
"RAM sanctioned tournament entry forms mailed to your home 

*Eligibility to play in all sanctioned tournaments and receive state and national ranking points 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
S U P P O R T  T H E  U S  NATIONAL  T E A M  D O N A T I O N S  TAX DEDUCTIBL E 

DATE - 

N A M E  

A D D R E S S  

C ITY  STATE ZIP 

D A T E  O F  BIRTH I I - -. H O M E  PHONE 

.- $3000 Adult competitor - $2000 Junior Compet i tor  (without Racquetbal l  Magaz ine  subscr ipt ion)  
__ $20 00 Racquetbal l  Magazine subscript ion only 

MAIL TO: RAM, 11 1 Pearl S t ,  NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 I 

11 1 Pearl S t  NW 
Grand Rap ids ,  MI 49503 


