































































































1980 USRA Intercollegiates set for March 28-30;
$10,000 in Scholarships Awaits The Winners

The USRA Intercollegiate
Championships will again be hosted
by the University of lllinois in
Champaign-Urbana, and Leach and
Seamco will again provide $10,000 in
scholarships to the winners and their
respective universities.

Donald Webb, who will direct the
event for the second year, says “The
interest created last year for this
year's event has been overwhelming.
If we don’t double the number of
universities that participate, I'd be
surprised.”

Entry blanks and complete guidelines
and instructions to students are avail-
able in this issue (page 32). Once
again only full time students from
recognized colleges will be eligible
and proof of this eligibility must
accompany the entry form. Any indi-

vidual player or university with
questions should contact Don Webb
at U of 1 (217-333-6847) or USRA
headquarters (312-673-4000).

Listed below are the participant
universities from last year. Let’s hear
from yours this year!

University of Texas - Austin . . .
University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee
... Southern lllinois University
-Carbondale . . . Lake Superior State
College - Sault Ste. Marie, Ml ...
University of Wisconsin -Madison . ..
Erie Community Coliege -Erie, PA . . .
State University College -Oneonta, NY
... University of Wisconsin - Oshkosh
... Lake Forest College - Lake Forest,
IL... College of Lake County - Lake
County, IL . . . University of Wisconsin
- Wausau . . . University of Minnesota
-St. Paul . . . Bethel College -
Minnetonka, MN . . . University of

Texas - Arlington . . . Arizona State
University - Tempe . . . Utah State
University - Logan . . . Canisius
College - Williamsville, NY . .. US.AF,
Academy - Colorado Springs, CO . ..
University of lllinois (Chicago Circle
Campus) . . . Stanford University - Palo
Alto, CA . .. University of Michigan -
Ann Arbor . . . Scottsdale Community
College - Tempe, AZ . . . Dawson
College - Westmount, Quebec . ..
University of Colorado -Boulder . . .
University of New York -Buffalo . . . St.
Cloud State University -St. Cloud,

MN ... Indiana University -
Bloomington . . . Eastern lllinois
University -Charleston . . . University of
lllinois -Urbana . . . Memphis State
University . . . Purdue University - West

Lafayette, IN . ..

THE HOLLNWAN
COURT SYSTEM

The Most Advanced Engineering
Concepts in Panel Technology & Design

designed and engineered by the
contractor-player-owner of the
Northwest's premier racquetball
clubs.

developed because no court system
available today included the key
features we demanded in our own
court system.

We Met Our Own Demands

by perfecting a precision machined,
pre-cut panel of rigid, inter-locking
design that results in a completely
smooth and solid playing surface.

by inventing a simple and efficient
instaliation method complete with the
technical supervision which allows !

you to easily incorporate our system
into your club design.

we manufacture our products and
provide a skilled staff of company
sales engineers who assist you

directly (no distributors) from initial
contact through on-site installation

and future servicing.

For further information on the newest
and most advanced court system in
the industry, call or write today.

THE HOLLMAN COURT SYSTEM
1200 SW. ALEN AVENUE
PEANERION, OREGON 97005
(503) 6417766
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Squash...

Hundreds of court installations, without a failure,
mean proven performance. Here’s why!

‘3) The material is premium grade 62-P
O/ hi-density, hi-pressure laminated court
Hf\\ panel sysiem.
Q=
Superior quality and long life.

I
&

%/Q Complete court package designed
=T and engineered to fit your needs and
( budget.

70
\ Dimensionally stable, structurally
0 sound, non-sweating surface.

By
ng Resists chipping, cracking, scratching
|

and marring from racquet contact.

554 Main Street
S. Weymouth, MA 02190
Phone: (617) 337-0082

Playability is true and consistent, with
uniform ball action and sound.

Minimal maintenance, never needs
paint, cleans with soap and water.

Exacting specifications and full inspec-
tion procedures prior to shipment.

Faster installations, no downtime rev-
enue loss.

Highly trained experts make all instal-
lations, backed by double guarantee
from World Courts, the court systems
specialists.

Indoor Running Tracks

Distributor of
Championship Floors

4/

Portable or Permanent

Product of
FIBERESIN
Industries, Inc.




Products

Coming to Grips with Your Racquet

by Christopher Hyde

In the past racquet manufacturers
devoted a great amount of time and
considerable engineering talent to
racquet design, shape, weight,
balance and stiffness but relatively
little to the critical point where the
racquet meets the hand. A racquetball
grip was sized to fit a small, medium
or large player and that was that.

This attitude toward grips is now
changing as players become more
attuned to the finer points of the
game. Most grips sold as original
equipment are still smooth leather —
although even that is changing — but
there is a bewildering variety of
surfaces that can be applied over or
used as a replacement for the original
grip. Grip materials can be divided
into four major categories: leather,
rubber (rare), cloth and synthetics.
Each is primarily an attempt at solving
the moisture problem — slippery
when wet.

Loss of friction, slipping and blisters
are common ills of perspiring tennis
players, but in racquetball — a fast
game played indoors — the problems
are compounded, to the point where
manufacturers attach thongs to
prevent a slippery racquet from
following the ball across the court.
Some modemn solutions to the wet
friction problem are listed here to help
you select the grip that’s best for you:
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Leather

Traditional leather offers an excellent
combination of characteristics for
grips, which is why it is still original
equipment on most racquets. It is
strong, attractive, resilient and wear
resistant, and it will absorb moisture,
up to a point. When dry, it has a high
coefficient of friction with the hand.
Once saturated with perspiration,
however, it becomes very slippery.

Many factors influence the amount of
moisture a leather grip can take
before it turns on you. Natural oils
used in tanning and dyeing may
reduce the absorption (wicking) of
moisture into the leather pores. Also
as the grip gets older, the pores tend
to clog with dirt, further reducing the
wicking effect. Other characteristics
being equal the thicker the leather the
more moisture it will absorb before
becoming slippery, but thicker leather
means a larger grip size.

The leather surface also influences
moisture absorption. Punched holes
are thought to speed the process but
mainly add decoration or disguise
blemishes in low-quality leather. Some
players try to increase the amount of
wicking by roughening the surface or
cleaning it with solvents, although
there is some question whether these
methods are more than psycho-
logically successful. A ridged surface,
formed by sewing welts in the leather,
will provide a grip even when the
leather is saturated, but at the
expense of the player's hand.

The best leather grip for moisture
absorption is suede. This type of grip,
however, requires a great deal of care
and cleaning. Otherwise it becomes
hard and abrasive after repeated
soaking and drying, and the edges of
the wrapping tend to warp out in an
“orange peel” effect.

Cloth

Cloth wrapping has been introduced
recently for racquetball. These come
in two types: gauze tapes and terry
cloth strips such as the Lifetimer

V-Grip.

Gauze tapes, which are thin, have very
little moisture absorption. Instead,
they provide an abrasive, tacky |
surface. They are inexpensive and
easily applied over the existing grip.
When peeled off later they leave a
sticky residue on the leather which is
impossible to remove. The only way
you can get rid of it is to re-grip your ‘
racquet. The effect of the residue is
almost the same as the no slip sprays
now on the market. The tape’s
abrasive effect is not long lasting and
it will have to be changed regularly,
but this is easy to do. The main
problem is the effect of the abrasive
surface on moist, blister prone hands
. and the fact that once you use
gauze tape you have to stick with it.

Some players have made their own
grips from terry cloth, cutting up old
towels and wrapping the strips over
an existing grip. The surface is
moisture absorbent and feels soft and
comfortable. The effect lasts only until
the grip has been soaked and dried a
few times, when the remaining terry
cloth loops, if any, acquire the hard-
ness of coarse sandpaper. The grip
then has to be washed and re-
wrapped, or replaced with a new strip
of towel.

Manufacturers have alleviated the
chore by selling ready-cut strips.
Those with adhesive backing have the
advantages and disadvantages of
gauze tape and are better for replacing
an old grip than for wrapping over an
existing one. The Lifetimer V-Grip has
Velcro™ strips on both ends of the
handle that hold the grip in place and
permit easy removal for washing.
Frequent washing keeps the cloth
soft. (The manufacturer recommends
that the wrapping be reversed end to
end or front to back after washing to
prevent wear in one place.) Since
applying both Velcro and cloth over
an old grip make it bulky, V-Grip is
generally used as a replacement.

Rubber

Rubber grips at present have not
caught on in racquetball, again
because of the moisture problem.



*Low, from $1-$3;
Moderate, $3-35;
High, over $5 retalil

Smooth Leather

Cotton Terry.
Cloth/(Adhesive
Back)

Touma Grip

Supreme Grip

- How Do These Grab You?

Moisture
Absorption

Traction
((0]%) (Wet) Durability

good good

(depends on
thickness)

high  moderate  good good

moderate

Resilience

Cost* Washable Cleanable

moderate

moderate

moderate high

high low high good

high high good low good

high good high high good

They are relatively non-absorbent,
compared to leather, cloth or syn-
thetics. This type of grip is similar to
rubber golf grips in resilience and
texture, and slips onto the racquet
instead of being wrapped. Such grips
are said to have very high traction
when dry but tend to be hard on the
hands after prolonged use.

Synthetics

Synthetic materials, although they
have not yet displaced leather with
original equipment manufacturers,
appear to be the wave of the future,
because they can be tailor made for
specific sporting goods applications.

One of these, introduced last year, is
Tourna Grip, a blue synthetic tape that
is self-adhesive and is wrapped over
the existing grip without adhesive or
tacks. The material has a soft,
cushiony feel, similar to that of
chamois, and according to the manu-
facturer, has excellent moisture
absorption.

The material is purchased in kit form,
with enough tape for four racquetball
wrappings. The maker, however,

~ claims only a four to eight week
lifespan for each wrapping.

moderate
low no no

high yes yes

Another synthetic, Supreme Grip® ,
introduced this year for racquetball,
has become the most popular of the
synthetics. A polyether/polyurethane
material — filled with microscopic
pores — it was developed specifically
for sports grips. It feels like heavy
suede and the manufacturer claims
that the wicking ability of the material
far exceeds that of natural leather. Its
pore filled structure, which looks like
a sponge under the microscope, pro-
vides high traction and reduction of
torque and dissipates perspiration as
fast as it develops.

This grip is generally applied by the
pro shop with adhesive and tacks like
a leather grip. It is relatively expensive
compared to other grips but can be
cleaned with a liquid detergent for
continued use.

The grip has become popular on the
tournament circuit, with some players
using it without a glove, and others
discovering a Velcro-like adherance
between glove and grip.

Since no grip is perfect for everyone,
check the accompanying table to find

the grip that best serves your racquet-
ball needs. @
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