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Pro’s Come to Chicago!

eI

$30,000 Pro/Am
Robert W. Kendler
Classic
at The Glass Court;"

Lombard
Sept. 26-30

co-sponsored by
Seamco/Leach

Brought to lllinois
by The Metro Club
' and
S/S/S Promotions, Inc.

By Alan Shetzer

The 1979-80 Pro Racquetball Sea-
son Will be an' interesting one. &
Excluding Marty Hogan, who is &
“heads and tails better than anyone,
there are no other dominant players.

The old guys are in trouble.........
Keeley, Serot,"Strandemo, Zeitman,
Jones, Bledsoe, even Brumfield.
New guys are coming and coming’
fast and the existing structures (see
ranking elsewhere) will be substan-
tially changed by next years Nation-
als.

The transformation would even be
quicker if the current qualifying
system were changed to a more
equitable one. Qualifiers will roll
into Lombard, Tuesday evening and
Wednesday morning. These players
will then have to play at least two
and probably three hard matches
Thursday morning. Four matches in
24 hours is just too physically
grueling. The qualifying event sould
be spread out over the length of the
tournament and those qualifying

(Continued on Page 4) Robert W. Kendler
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‘For Quality Tournaments’

Triple-S New
Owner of ‘R. T.’

Dear Reader,

We are pleased to announce that
RACQUETBALL TODAY has been
purchased by Triple-S Promotions
(S/S/S), or, for all practical purpos-
es, Al Shetzer, Phil Simborg and
Tom Street. ‘

As you will read elsewhere in this
issue, we formed Triple-S to pro-
mote sanctioned racquetball tourn-
aments in lllinois. The three of us
have already been promoting rac-
quetball thru our volunteer work in
the lllinois State Racquetball Assoc-
iation (ISRA), and will continue to
do so WHOLEHEARTEDLY, but due
to a variety of factors, we found it
necessary to form a private corpora-
tion to ensure the PLAYERS of a
reasonable number of fair, high
quiality .sanctioned tournaments.,
We also realized the necessity of
providing racquetball news and
information thru a newspaper that
was not controlled by a direct
competitor, and hence our involve-
ment with RACQUETBALL TODAY.
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might be interested . . .

Racquetball Today
Takes on New Look

The first thing Al, Phil and Tom asked me to do upon hiring me
was to read through the past issues of RACQUETBALL TODAY and
give them my impressions and ideas on the paper. | thought you

On the positive side - | thought the writers were generally

We are firmly convinced that
because of the combination of our
personal talents, our close affilia-
tion with USRA/NRC, our many
personal contacts and friendships
with top racquetball personalities
around the country, and most of all,
our direct friendship and involve-
ment with the players in lllinois who
have supported us throughout the
years, that we will be able to provide
lllinois with a high quality - of
tournaments. and events,
newspaper that will be unrivaled
anywhere else in the country.

WE HEREBY PLEDGE TO YOU,
the players, to put your interests
and welfare above all- other consid-
erations, both in the content of this

paper and in the running of our

tournaments. Won't you help us?

Give us you ideas, constructive

criticism, moral support, patience,
and loyalty.

Al Shetzer

Phil Simborg

Tom Street Publishers

e

and a

We, the publishers of this news-
paper, are proud to introduce our
new Editor, Ms. Jan Diengott. In
addition to her responsibilities as
Editor of this paper, Ms. Diengott is
a regular columnist for the Star

Newspapers. Her ‘‘By-Line to
Beauty” column has appeared reg-
ularly for the past seven years and
suject range from the Ilatest in
fashion to one that appeared back in
1976 on, what else, but racquetball!

THOUGH NOT A RACQUETBALL
REGULAR, Jan is an adept tennis
player and may soon find herself
one of the many converts. We were
extremely impressed not only with
Jan’s writing and athletic abilities,
but her ability to communicate with

people, and have therefore put her
totally in charge of the makeup and

promotion of the paper, as well as
the production and content.

Jan was born in Tulsa, Oklahoma
and grew up in Kansas City and
Denver. She was graduated from
Colorado State University with a
Bachelor of Science degree with
specialty in teaching high school-
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-JAN DIENGOTT

After college Jan flew for a short
time as a stewardess for United Air
Lines and then became a strew-
ardess instructor, then, the Head
Appearance Counselor. In the Iatte”
capacity she set up bases at eac
stewardess residence in various
cities for grooming standards and
training in appearance.

Throughout school and her
career, Jan has modeled profession-
ally doing runaway, catalog, and
television work. In her free time she
enjoys jazz dancing, tennis, rac-
quetball, and activities involving her
two children, Andy 10, and Aimee,
9.

Ms. Diengott lives in South-Sub-
urban Flossmoor and will office out
of the RACQUETBALL TODAY head-

quariers \n rosen, \... Sne DT\“SS 10
the paper not only her personal
ideas as to how a truly high quality
paper should be put together and
run, and has been assured the
complete control and cooperation of
the publishers. '
WE WELCOME Ms. Diengott to
the paper and to.the exciting world
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excellent. It was obvious that they know their subjects well, took
great pains to do research, and most of them have a real flair for
putting their thoughts down on paper in an interesting manner.
You'll see that we have continued to use most of the same writers

Also on the positive side, the paper had a sense of humor, human
interest, and good, fun articles. Racquetball is, after all, played for
fun and enjoyment as well as for exercise and competition, and it’s
important that one does not get too serious or lose one’s sense of
humor and perspective. As you will see by articles such as those by
Tom Grobmisi, we are not afraid to poke a little fun at ourselves and
the racquetball community in total.

On the negative side - the paper did lack continuity and
organization (which is understandable from a relatively new
publication). Tournament results and scheduling were often
incomplete or spotty; there was no regular pattern to the layout of
the paper; and the distribution of the paper itself was erratic.
Further, the physical layout of the paper needed improvement.

RACQUETBALL TODAY, under its new ownership-and director-
ship, will have a different look. We are going to wider columns and
larger print size to make the paper easier on the eyes. I've instituted
procedures for club owners and tournament promoters to get us
their ““Tour of the Courts’’ information and tournament results on
time. Through the ISRA we are getting more updated and accurate
schedules and we are revising our procedures to see that the paper
comes out on time and is distributed properly. Shortly, we’ll be
adding some new and exciting writers.

Most importantly, we are going to be super-sensitive to reader
feedback and remain flexible in our approach. What we do need is
your ideas and your help. We need ‘‘workers’ who will help us
coordinate information that comes in about tournaments and
events. We need people to help cover tournaments, take pictures,
do interviews and write articles. If you have talent, interest, ideas or
all three, let us know . . . we need you.

EDITOR

level social sciences and physical ©f racquetball.

education. The Publishers

Al Shetzer, Phil Simborg, Tom Street
Jan Diengott
Full Court Press, Inc.

COLUMNISTS
COUNTER REACTION
REFEREE’S CORNER
ROLL IT OUT
AT YOUR SERVICE
WINNING!

Bob Schiel

Phil Simborg

...................... Jim Harper

Lucia Haas

........................... Sue Carow
................................. Mort Leve
Lorie Tierney

CONTRIBUTING JOURNALISTS

Peg Gudbrandsen, Diane i i :
greene, Tom Grobmisi, Huffgbé'jﬁ‘_" Marilyn Sterling, John R.

West Coast Correspondent

East Correspondent

Southern Correspondent

Downstate Correspondent
Published by Racquetball To

Nancy Martin
Donna Meger
Gigi Wiegman
Bill Williamson
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r Letters

Dear Racquetball Today;
| think your paper is great! You
really report racquetball news, most
of your articles are really inter-
esting, and you have the good taste
to put in some good, clean humor
which is fun to read. People take
racquetball too seriously - it's just a
game and you should be able to
laugh about it!
My sister has a pet duck. It makes
a lot of noise. | think Tom Grobmisij
is really, really funny! Please don’t
print this.
Sincerely,
Art Mitty - Aurora

Dear Editor;

What the #1?& do | have to do to
get one of my letters published in
you &?#ting paper? I've written you
four times with ideas on racquetball
and you've treated me like + &#*.

Anyway, ‘| just wanted you to

( ow that | think it’s really great that

u people were finally able to get
the pro’s to Chicago. If the people of
Chicago want to see top level
racquetball they’ve got to earn it by
buying tickets and entering the
tournament. If we can show “the big
shots” that they can make more
money by having tournaments here,
they’ll have more tournaments here.e

Ah, © *{&, you won’t print this
anyway.

Joe [as in Blow?]

Discover
Dope at Top
Tournament

By Tom Grobmisij

It was Friday evening, the begin-
ning of a major racquetball tourn-
> ent last month, and as | entered
"g men’s locker room to dress for
my first match | immediately saw
him standing in the corner: Henry
Tillman, one of the biggest dopes
I've ever known in my entire life! -

“What are you doing here?’ he
asked me as | stood there with my
racquetball bag in one hand and
tournament-information sheet in the
other. Unable to stop myself, |
replied, “Oh, | just thought I’d catch
up on a little reading.”

Of course, that went right over
poor Henry’s head, and he went on
to explain how HE was there for the
racquetball tournament. It was then
and there that | realized that | loved
Henry! That | loved all racquetball
players! That | loved just being part

of the game and playing with all

different kinds of people!

I put my arm around Henry's
shoulders and said, “Good luck
Henry...hope you win.” Henry
smiled. It made me feel good.

| went on to lose my first match.
That made me real mad. I'll never be
nice to Henry again.

we’'ve got more of everything you’re looking for!
e e e e RS S T T e e e A T S

now

3 great forces, 13 great clubs

]

: COURT-
ncorr- SN

DOWNTOWN + EVANSTON + GLASS » OLYMPIAN

have joined together to give you

Al

now you’ve

gotitall

* 111 racquetball/handball courts * 22 indoor. tennis
courts * outdoor tennis courts * free practice tennis
lanes * squash courts * indoor swimming pools *
outdoor swimming pools * indoor. running tracks *
exercise/fitness centers * free attended nurseries *:
whirlpools * saunas * pro shops * “game arranging”’s™
*tournaments * social events * group and private
lessons : %

(call to determine the location of where various facilities
EICIEVE ] ) -

metro club is yours
for one full year
for only

s plus low monthly
dues (payable

for only 7 mos.)

call or come in now
to the metro club of
your choice

...or call 644-4884
for complete information

and save $30

if you act now

join before Oct. 1, 1979 and we will
waive the $30 initiation fee

metro club

now one low annual
membership entitles
you to play at all 13
metl ' '

Northwest

Central

@ South

Northwest

@ Arlington Heights
Court House
106 E. College
Arlington Heights - 398-4656

(@Nordic Hills Racquet Club
Route 53 and Nordic Hills Rd.
Iltasca 773-3855

@©Schaumburg Court House
1450 Payne Road
Schaumburg 882-4636

West

@) Glass Court Club
830 E. Roosevelt Road
Lombard 629-3390

(120ak Park Court House
1135 N. Harlem
Oak Park 848-5200

South

@3Olympian Court Club
Governor's Office Park
Olympia Fields 748-6223

Central ;
@ Downtown Court Club

441 N. Wabash
Chicago 644-4880

@Mid-Town Court House
1235 N. LaSalle
Chicago 787-8400

(®Mid-Town Tennis Club
2020 W. Fullerton
Chicago 235-2300

North

(@Edens Court House
5130 N. Cicero
Chicago 286-6700

(®Evanston Court Club
1101 Dodge
Evanston 866-9656

(®Northbrook Court House
1901 Raymond Drive
Northbrook 498-3626

@ Skokie Court House
3710 W. Touhy
Skokie 677-4100
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8 Charlie Brumfield

Pro’s Coming

(Continued from Page 1)
~=Shourr-pe praced in the following
month’s tournament.

Who are these new guys? Mike
Yellen, Ben Kolton, Dave Peck and
David Fleetwood, Lindsay Myers,
started the movement towards the
end of last season. Watch for Bobby
Bolan, Scott Hawkins, John Eger-
man, Larry Meyers.......

The change in the Women’s ranks
will not be as fast. Three of the
qualifiers at the Nationals were new
this year. There are not many good
young women players coming thru
the ranks. The best newcomer,
Heather McKaye is pushing 35 but
will probably challenge for the
number one spot as soon as she
learns the game. (Ms. McKaye is the
world’s best female squash player).

Who will
wouldn’t bet against Hogan and
Wright. Wagner, Yellen and Peck
will come close but Brumfield will
suprise everyone and make the
finals.

Wright will regain her form and

should walk away with the crown,
pressed by Harding, Marriott and
- McKay.

The Top players look like this:

1 MARTY HOGAN, St. Louis,
1-22-58, right handed, 1978 and 79
National Championship. Hogan is
the game's premier player. His
offensive method of play, the so
called serve and shoot style, has
become the way to play. His shots
have been timed at 142 mph.
Besides the power he can Kill from
anywhere on the court, forehand
and backhand, and must be consid-
ered the odds on favorite in any
tournament. When he's on his game

N ‘. 9 P

2 Jerry Hilecher

w3

9 Craig McKoy

=
e

' 3 Mik,e' Yellen

he is awesome. His only fault seems
to be lack of concentration. -gither
he is so far ahead that he relaxes, or

_he doesn’t come ready to play and

must come from behind. Only player
with the ability to turn it on at will.

2 JERRY HILECHER, St. Louis,
7-20-54...right handed, sponsored
by Ektelon. One of the original serve
and shooters, Hilecher became
famous for his power serves. Still
one of the feared power players
because his backhand has develop-
ed the consistency of his forehand.
Has ability to top the best; and his
retrieving takes a back seat to no
one. One of the game’s best divers.
Consistent game produced solidly
number two ranking after years of
bouncing around top eight. Has
proven he can top all but Hogan.
Plays best under pressure. A refer-
ee's nightmare.

3 MIKE YELLEN,Detroit, 2-3-60..
right handed, sponsored by Ektelon,
1979 Rookie-of-the-Year winner who
finished fast taking 3rd in the
nationals. Plays a control game with
plenty of wide angle passing shots
and only percentage shooting. Be-
came a major factor last season and
fast finishes moved his ranking
high. Although young, one of the
tour’s smartest players.

4 RICHARD WAGNER, Paterson,
NJ. 2-11-56... right handed, spon-
sored by leach. Wagner likes to play
the serve and shoot game, but lacks
a consistent first serve to really take
advantage. He makes up for it,
though, with his retrieving ability -
li'»s to play a running game. Best
%10t is back wall forehand kill. He's
come a long way in the past few
years, with backhand only question.
Will shoot forehand to front right
corner along with deceiving cross
court pass.

W,
.

Séteve Strandemo

1 arty Hogan

STEVE STRANDEMO, San
Diego, 3-4-48...right handed, spon-
sored by Head. A control player all
the way, Strandemo shocked the
tour by capturing the 1978 season’s
opener in St. Louis, dumping Hogan
in the 16’s, McCoy in the quarters,
Wagner in the semi’s and Hilecher in
the finals. big win and a boost for
the control game.

DAVID PECK, El Paso, TX.
11-21-56... right handed, sponsored
by Wilson. Burly rookie who broke
into prominence with semi-final
finish in February’s Coors Classic
followed two menths later with
another semi-final at the Robert W.
Kendler Classic. Has devastating
power and serves to complement his
booming forehand kills. Confidence
can only improve his game.

BEN KOLTUN, St. Louis,
2-3-58... Right handed, sponsored
by Leach. The first National juniors
champion (1975) has improved each
season to his current rank. He's a
serve and shoot player, with a hedge
toward control. Main strong points
are quickness and ability to shoot
off balance. Pet shots include
backhand wide pinch and back wall
forehand kill. Tough serves which
include best deception on tour.
Likes to cut off power drives on the
fly. * Difficult draws last season
probably kept ranking from bein
higher. Stamina problems in tie-
breaker seem to be behind him.

8 CHARLIE BRUMFIELD, San
Diego, 6-9-48...Right handed, spon-
sored by Leach, 1975, 1976 National
Championship.When winning his
titles (two amateur National champ-
ionships in the pre-professional
days) Brumfield set the standard of
play in the control method. j.e
placement first, power second. he“s'
known as a mastermind on the

10 David Fleetwood

court who can think his way out of
as many situations as he can shoot
his way out. At 30 he usually gives
away 8-10 years each time out.
Crowd pleaser, but_recent illness
could affect his performance. Was
strong finalist last year but would
need to reach way back to come on
this time.

9 CRAIG McCOY, Riverside, CA.
2-20-57... Left handed, sponsored
by Leach. This smooth southpaw
made big strides. Has th power and
control to play even the best.
Excellent variety of hard serves,
especially Z’'s. Biggest problem still
concentration, which has plagued
his career. Has all the physical tools
but seems lazy at times, trying to
make it look easy. If he ever works
hard, it will be hard to beat him.

10 DAVEY BLEDSOE, Kingsport,
TN. 3-5-51... Right handed, spon-
sored by Wilson. A power player and
1977 National Champ. The champ-
ionship burden is off his shoulders
andlhis game has picked up because
of it. The intensity and forehand
corner kills are back. Speed and
quick hands still his strong points, -
it's almost impossible to pass him
Cross court. Major weakness a
tendency to be too aggressive on
Serve return - causing free points for
opponent when ‘backhand is off.

10 : DAVID FLEETWOOD,
Memphis, TN. 4-22.57. Right
handed, sponsored by Ektelon. A
young serve and shooter who has
come out of the pack to emerge as
the tour's number 10 ranked player.
Superb second half of last season,
led by vastly improved backhand
and surge of confidence. Quickness
and natural ability should lead to
great f.uture with forehand shooting
Providing the base of repertoire.
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$30,000 PRO/AM

'ROBERT W. KENDLER CLASSIC
Co-sponsored by SEAMCO/LEACH

The Glass Court
830 East Roosevelt Road, Lombard lllinois

SEPTEMBER 26 - 30, 1979 3

September, 1979

3

TICKET INFORMATION

General Admission $3.00
General Admission $5.00
Stadium $8.00

Stadium $10.00

Stadium $12.50

Pro Qualifying Round
Pro Round of 32 & 16
Quarter Finals
Semi-Finals

- g Septemker 26
September 27
September 28
September 29

September 30 Finals

TOURNAMENT PACKAGE: $37.50

i

A MAIL ORDERS ACCEPTED WITH PAYMENT ONLY. WRITE SISIS
. PROMOTIONS - 2400 SIBLEY BOULEVARD, POSEN, ILLINOIS 60469.
% A UPON RECEIPT OF YOUR PAYMENT, A CONFIRMATION WILL BE
e SENT. ALL TICKETS WILL BE HELD FOR YOU AT OUR “WILL CALL”
WINDOW.
?;4,’“\(.,
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BE PURCHASED AT ANY
METRO CLUB LISTED BELOW

TEBI)

me ro’
club

Evanston Court Club northwest

Mid-Town Court House

central 1101 Dodge Ave. K

1235 N. LaSalle St. Schaumburg Court House Oak Park Court House
: Evanston 60202

Chicago 60610 866-9656 Arlington Heights Court House =0 8aYe Rd(‘) g::grrggggjzme'
787-8400 106 E. College Ave. SChaUmbUrg 60195

Downtown Court Club Northbrook Court House R o 882-4636 848-5200

441N, Wabash Ave. 1901 Raymond Dr. 3;én26%% eights 60004 =

Chicago 60611 north Northbrook 60062 . :

644-4880 498-3626 west south

Olympian Court Club
Governor's Office Park -

Glass Court Club

Skokie Court House
830 E. Roosevelt Rd.

3710 W. Touhy Ave.

Nordic Hills Racquet Club

House
EdensiCoVILHOS Route 53 and Nordic Hills Rd.

Mid-Town Tennis Club

E?'?ga\go Eglélir_}on e f;L?fagb%SSQ%Ave' Skokie 60076 ltasca 60143 Lombard 60148 %)émpeia Fields 60461
g 5 - -6223
235-2300 286-6700 677-4100 773-3855 629-3390 ‘
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9 Janell Marriott

9 Linda Prefontaine

4

£

1 Shannon Wright

6 Rita Ho

1 SHANNON WRIGHT, Las
Vegas, Nev., 9-11-56 . . . Right
handed, sponsored by Wilson.
Power player serve and shoot af-
ter two year apprenticeship in
the control style. Biggest booster
is desire to win. Can shoot from
anywhere and tends to dominate
opponents. Head and shoulders
above the rest. If in shape is al-
most unbeatable. Simply the best
‘there is.

2 JANELL MARRIOTT, Salt
Lake City, Utah, 12-13-52 . . .
Power player with big serve.
Likes to shoot forehand and
showed marked improvement in
overall game toward end of 77-78
season. Is only player to serious-
ly threaten Wright. Has over-
come inability to win close
matches and should continue to
improve. Finally entered the win-
ner’s circle late in the season and
renewed confidence makes her
more than ordinary threat. Still
must be on best game to chal-
lenge Wright.

3 MARCI GREER, San Diego,
Calif., 3-21-55 . . . Right handed,
sponsored by Ektelon. One of the
new breed serve and shooters,
whose game has come a long way
in a short period of time. Took
second place last year in two ear-
ly stops. Needs to crank up the
big forehand kills and drive

\m,.r

10 Peggy Steding

serves that mark her game when
on. Tender right knee problems
seem behind her. Good desire
and one of more vocal players.

4 JENNIFER HARDING,
Portland, Ore., 7-6-51 . . . Left
handed, sponsored by Ektelon.
Combination of power and con-
trol; likes to shoot the left corner
with her forehand. Rarely goes
out earlier than semi’s and is
true threat to reach finals every
time out. Was runner-up to
Wright in ’78 Nationals, but was
never in match. Has had up and
down season. Keeps her cool as
well as any player and concen-
tration one of her allies. Needs to
kill with her backhand to truly
threaten.

4 KARIN WALTON, San
Clement, Calif., 5-2-56 . . . Right
handed, second year on tour,
sponsored by Leach, career pro
victories — none. Plays good
overall game, combining serve
and shoot with control. Concen-
tration biggest asset — rarely
gets shook. Was ’77 National
Amateur champ and upset win-
ner at the ’79 Nationals. Seems to
lack the quickness in court cover-
age of some of her opponents, but
surely has the game to go far.
Plays well under pressure.

6 RITA HOFF, St. Louis, Mo.,

12-15-50 . . . Right handed, spon-
sored by Ektelon. Power player
who finally reached the finals,
(Coors Classic) but like so many
others, was unable to stop the
Wright steamroller. Consistent
improvement in last year has her
ranking solid top eight. Good
serves, excellent intensity and
desire to win. Court coverage
better with better physical condi-
tion. Only serious problem is in-
consistent backhand, primarily
on serve return. Wants the fore-
hand kill.

7 SARAH GREEN, Memphis,
Tenn., 1-14-57 . . . Right handed,
sponsored by Leach. Primarily a
control player who, like Sauser,
has come on strong in the second
half of the season. A former top
four ranked player, her re-entry
into the top eight signals she may
not be_ through yet. Biggest prob-
lem is lack of aggressiveness
both in nature and shot selection.
Gt_)od stamina but has trouble
with power players.

8 JEAN SAUSER, Portland
Ore., 9-23-50 . . . Right handeq.
sponsored by Ektelon. Contro]
player learning to mix it up with
as much power as possible. Good
second half boosted ranking to
top SIX and confidence levye) nev-
er higher. Extremely active and
vocal on the court, but relaxation

4 Jennifer Harding

ability improving as confidence
in shots improves. Problems with
hard hitters still there, but being
minimized with good control.

9 LINDA PREFONTAINE,

‘Eugene, Ore., 11-5-53 . . . Right
_handed,

sponsored by Wilson.
Just finished her rookie seasor’
after taking second in ’78 Ama
teur Nationals. Been year’s most
outstanding newcomer without
doubt. Second half of season
boosted her to top eight and has
great dedication to improve on
that. Plays combination of con-
!:rol and power, but biggest asset
is brains coupled with intensity.

Lacks experience but rapidly
gaining.

10 PEGGY STEDING, Odes-
Sa, Tex., 4-17-36 . . . Right hand-
ed, sponsored by Vittert, career
pro victories — 14 including Na-
tional Championships in 1975,
1976. Former champ slipped out
of top eight for first time in ca-
Teer as the woes of passing years
spread doubt on her professional
future. Power still is her game,
but the zip in the wrist and legs
Just not what it used to be. Fly
shooting has suffered with abun-
dance of glass walls. Still smart
as ever with knowledge of all the
shots and situations. Won the title
};17 75 and ’76 and was second in
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Choosing Your Tournament

By Bob Smendrick

For Chicago, Amateur racquetball
“tournaments have arrived! One need
only look at the tournament sched-
ulein this paper to see that there’s a
tournament almost every weekend,
and one thing is for sure: if you play
in all of them, you’ll be dead inside
of three months! Therefore, it is
necessary to pick and choose which
tournament to enter. Unfortunately,
many people simply enter the
tournament closest to where they

live. Certainly, proximity and ac-
cessability should be considered,
but there are some other things |
think you should look at in planning
your tournament participation.

IS THE TOURNAMENT SANC-
TIONED BY THE ILLINOIS STATE
RACQUETBALL ASSOCIATION?
Presently, in lllinocis, the 3000
member ISRA is the only effective
sanctioning body. When a tourna-
ment is sanctioned you are assured
that the tournament promoters have

agreed to provide certain prizes,
hospitality, and most important,
safeguards for player’s rights. The
ISRA provides computorized player
rankings, protection against “sand-
baggers,” physical materials to help
control the tournament, direct
advice and help in setting up the
tournament to see that it runs
smoothly and fairly, and help at the
tournament to see that there is good
officiating and supervision for the
protection of player's rights. if the
tournament is unsanctioned, you
are totally at the promoter’'s mercy
in these areas, and even if the

promoter has good intentions, he
seldom has the personnel and
materials to carry them out.

WHO IS THE TOURNAMENT
DIRECTOR? Who is promoting the
tournament? Have you ever heard of

.them before? Are they experienced?

Ask you friends, club pro, or the
more experienced players if they
know anything about the promoters.
Do they know how to run a
tournament and if so, do they have a
reputation for being fair and honest?

WHERE IS THE TOURNAMENT
BEING HELD? Is the club set up

(Continued on{ Page 16)

S/S/S
INC.

PROMOTIONS,

530,000

ROBERT W. KENDLER
CLASSIC

CO-SPONSORED By LEACH/SEAMCO
September 26 - 30, 1979

w /0

the metro
club™

qSlTE:

PRELIMINARY SITES:

ENTRY FEES:

ENTRY DEADLINE:
MAIL ENTRIES TO:

SANCTION:

OFFICIAL BALL:

RULES:

THE GLASS COURT
830 East Roosevelt Road, Lombard, Illinois
(312) 629-3390

NORDIC HILLS RACQUET CLUB
Rt. 53 & Nordic Road, Itasca, Illinois

SCHAUMBURG COURT HOUSE
1450 Payne Road, Schaumburg, Illinois

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS COURT HOUSE
106 East College Avenue, Arlington Heights, Illinois

$30.00 IN PROFESSIONAL EVENTS; $20.00 IN
AMATEUR EVENTS; LIMIT ONE AMATUER
EVENT PER PLAYER. PLAYERS MAY ENTER
ONE PRO EVENT AND ONE AMATEUR EVENT.

SEPTEMBER 17, 1979 - NO ENTRIES ACCEPTED
WITHOUT PAYMENT.

S/S/S PROMOTIONS

2400 West Sibley Boulevard, Posen, Illinois 60469

BY THE N.R.C., THE USRA & THE ISRA

SEAMCO 559 IN PRO EVENTS, SEAMCO 600 IN
ALL AMATEUR EVENTS.

USRA RULES WILL APPLY. ALL MATCH
WINNERS MUST REFEREE THE NEXT MATCH

TOURNAMENT HEADQUARTERS:
HOLIDAY INN
1250 Roosevelt Rd.
Glen Ellyn, IL.
(312) 629-6000
MENTION RACQUETBALL FOR SPECIAL RATES

NAME: (Please Print) ISRA Card#
ADDRESS: PHONE#
CITY: STATE 1P
ISRA COMPUTER RANK .
MEN: WOMEN:

PRO PRO

OPEN OPEN

A. A.

B. B.

C. C.

D. D.

Senior (35 yrs. +)
Veteran Sr. (40 yrs. +)
Masters (45 yrs. +)
Veteran Masters (50 yrs.+)
Golden Masters (55 yrs. +)

Senior (35 yrs. +)
Veteran Sr. (40 yrs. +)
Masters (45 yrs. +)
Veteran Masters (50 yrs. +)
Golden Masters (55 yrs. +)

12 Players Needed To Complete A Bracket
(Each bracket limited to 64)

The ISRA
brackets.

reserves the right to move players in incomplete

AWARD:

STARTING TIMES:

GENERAL
INFORMATION:

ON THEIR COURT.

$30,000 IN PRIZE MONEY IN PROFESSIONAL
EVENTS, AWARDS TO FIRST FOUR PLACES IN
AMATEUR EVENTS. NOT THIRD PLACE
MATCHES. SOUVENIR SHIRT FOR ALL
ENTRANTS. HOSPITALITY THROUGHOUT THE
TOURNAMENT.

EN'i‘RANTS WILL BE NOTIFIED BY POST CARD.
IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE A CARD BY MONDAY,
SEPTEMBER 24, 1979, CONTACT THE CLUB.

ISRA RULES ON BRACKET ELIGIBILITY WILL
APPLY. WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO CHANGE
PLAYERS BRACKETS IN ACCORDANCE WITH
THE ISRA RULES. ALL PLAYERS SHOULD BE
PREPARED TO PLAY THURSDAY EVENING
SEPTEMBER 27, 1979. ENTRANTS MUST BE AN
ISRA OR USRA MEMBER TO ENTER THE
TOURNAMENT. PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN

LOCK.

LIMITATIONS

ON ENTRANT:

Open Division - Anyone who has qualified in Pro Stop
Tournament in the past 12 months. Anyone who has
won an A (or Open) Tournament in the past 6 months.
A. - Have not won an A tournament within the last 6
months.

B. - Have not been a finalist in any previous ‘B’
tournament or been in the semi’s more than once.

D. - Have not gone beyond the first two rounds of the
““C”” division in any previous tournament, have not
been a finalist in any previous ‘‘D’’ tournament or been
in the semi’s more than once.

I hereby acknowledge and agree to the limitations and conditions of all
tournament rules. Furthermore, I hereby certify that I am fully qualified under
said limitations and conditions.

I also hereby, for myself, my heirs, executors and administrators waive and
release any and all rights and claims for damages I may have against Robert W.
Kendler, Leach/Seamco, and the Illinois State Racquetball Association, Nordic
Hills Racquet Club, Schaumburg Court House, Arlington Helghts Court House,
or their respective agents, representanves successors and assigns for any and all
injuries which may be suffered by me in connection with my competition in said

tournament

[Signed]

Tournament results last 12 months




RACQUETBALL TODAY

By Sue Carow

Tournament Preparation

This column is dedicated to the
following addicts (for purposes
herein, addict being one who has a
weekly 5-hour racquetball need) --
competitors who yearn/burn, pine/
whine, pant/rant, sigh/lie, and try/
die to win a tournament.

A tourney is not the time to
experiment with new or different
equipment. Great athletes often
realize a sense of unity with their
equipment. Less-than-great players
need to be reassured by the familiar
feel of their favorite racquet. Any
newness or uncomfortableness
could bode negative emotions.

Winners —
Ed Lammerfeld
and Bob Troyer

Bob Troyer of Lake Bluff and Ed
Lammerfeld of Park Ridge were the
big winners of the Masters National
Doubles Invitational, -held August
17, 18, 19th at the Supreme Court
Club in Madison, Wisconsin. The
doubles team defeated Bud
Meuhleisen of LaMesa, California
and Bob McNamara of Minneapolis,
Minnesota, with scores of: 15-13,
8-15, 11-8.

Winning!

Prepare or Despair

Therefore, one week before the
tournament a check should be made
of all pertinent equipment.

1. Racquet(s) - pack two. Examine
strings; check to see if about to
break or if too loose. (Heavy or less
bouncy balls require tighter
strings). If propitious, have re-
strung. Grips should not be too
worn or unraveling.

2. Shoes - be certain that the tred is
sufficient to withstand (no pun) the
hard running. Pack two pair if
affordable. At the tournament site,
it is often impossible to purchase
the preferred brand and size. No one
plays well when the feet hurt!

3. Clothes - have plenty, including
gloves, socks and sweat parapher-
nalia.

4. Glasses - again, have a spare pair.
If one breaks or is lost, playing
without glasses is spotting an
opponent 10 points a game.

HINT for airplane travel: Carry on
the plane one completely stocked
racquetball bag - racquet, shoes,
clothes, glasses - everything neces-
sary to walk on the court and play a

match. It will not help your match to
have a signed excuse from the
airline as to having mislaid or
delayed yourluggage with favorite

TRAINING SCHEDULE -- Final
Week Countdown - prior to subse-
quent Fri.-Sat.-Sun. Tourney.
Stretching exercises should be done
every day up to and including
tournament days; running and
sprinting workouts should remain
normal until 3 days before first
match. '

FRIDAY, SATURDAY, AND/OR
SUNDAY - Good, hard workout with
good opponent -- go all out diving if
necessary. [/In shape athletes can
overcome Sstrain etc., in 3 days] If
you’re a runner, do usual jogging
and sprinting.

MONDAY - Same as Above.
TUESDAY - Play hard, hustle, but do
not dive. Run, sprint lightly.
WEDNESDAY - Hit by yourself
approximately 30-40 minutes, in-
cluding serve practice.

THURSDAY - Play no racquetball;
relax. Stretch out extra well; if tight
whirlpool.

September, 1979

FRIDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY
Tourney - Eat Well, sleep well, scout
opponents, stretch and loosen up
and BELIEVE!

DO'S AND DON'TS For last 3-4
practice days before Tourney:
1. Do play a variety of good players
for greater challenge and shot
selection.
2. Do dig for everything to encour-
age the “hustle.”
3. Do eat better and MORE than
usual -- | believe in adding 3-4 Ibs.
prior to start of a “planned” long
weekend tourney. Cramps are less
likely if the body is well-stocked
with proper foods.

1. Don’t take timeouts during
games - this builds up endurance.
2. Don't play with weaker players;
the easy points lead to sloppy play.
3. Don’t play left handers unless one
is eminent. ,
DO’'S AND DON'TS During
Tournament.

1. Do arrive early for all matches. A
muddied mind often produces a
bungling body. :
2. Do warm up properly - stretchin
and jogging in place to be able t
confidently go all out even in the
first rally.

3. Do scout opponents.

4. Do eat a balanced meal 3-4 hourg
before matches so that the digestive
system completes its cycle.

the

1. Don’t try another sport or activity
that might cause aches or injuries.
(Someone who has not roller-skated
in years will hurt the next day on the
court.)

2. Don’t drink excessively or ingest

controlled substances.
Do or don’t have sex--the fact is that

most top young male pros minimize
their activity during the tourney,
until they lose.

The most important DO NOT
DOUBT - DO BELIEVE in yourself.

Ultinate
Racquet

Please send me the following:

Name
Address
City, State, Zip Code
Racquets Gold Silver
$32.95 $12.95
Chains Gold Silver
Serpentine med $59.95 $9.95
Serpentine fine $39.95 $§7.95
Cobra med, $84.95 $9.95
Chain & Racquet Gold Silver
Serpentine med $84 95 $19.95
Serpentine fine $64.95 $18.95
Cobra med. $109.95 $19.95
Racquetball Man Gold Silver
$39.95 $14.95
Key Chain Gold Silver
Plated Plated
Send to: $5.95 $4.95

Tinker and Company Total

400 S. Orlando Ave. Building 'C"
Winter Park, FL 32789
Ph. (305) 645-5212

Check or Money Order O
Master Charge O

cop 0O
VISA O Exp. Date

Oo00O0o00oooooookE

Add $1.50 for Handling

Prices may Fluctuate °
Aliow 14-21 days for Delivery

Fla Residents Add 4% Sales Tax

Subiject to changes in Gold Market

Now, you can have the Ultimate
in Racquetball Jewelry. No matter
what stage your game is in, you can
have the best in Racquetball
Jewelry with a touch of class for
any man or woman, Solid 14 karat
Gold and 92.5 Sterling Silver
(White Gold also available). So
make points with ease, with
Custom Racquetball Jewelry by

Jinier g Company.

2 Clubs, check with us for
Wholesale Prices.
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The Ladies Have Their Day!

KEEBLER WOMEN'S OPEN RESULTS
Open: 1st—Glenda Young; 2nd—Sue Carow; Cons.—Sue Prishing
A: 1st—Coleen Shields; 2nd—Linda Schwartz; Cons.—Nola Ward
B: 1st—Chris Evon; 2nd—Grace Touhy; Cons.—Debbie Payne
C: 1st—Sue Varichak; 2nd—Pam Targon; Cons.—Lou Ann Wilson
D: 1st—Nancy Schutz; 2nd—Linda Shafer; Cons.—Randy Cohan

Novice: 1st—Barb Chamberlain; 2nd—Kelly Swanson; Cons.—Mary Delorenzo ’

Senior: 1st—Bev Franks; 2nd—Hope Schwartz; Cons.—Ade Grabtrea
Senior C: 1st—Velma Sargeant, 2nd—Marilyn Fisher; Cons.—Mona Kaufman

Keebler Elf and friend
Diane Gabrisko

The 4th Annual Keebler Women'’s
Open, the largest women’'s only
sanctioned tournament, was held
recently at the Northbrook Court
House where a record number of 223
women participated. Competition
level was judged high and intense.

The Open division final was
closely watched for it matched
Glenda Young, the reigning two-
time Illinois state champion against
her perennial rival, Sue Carow, the
USRA’s national women’s senior
division titleholder. Young, who has
defeated Carow in the finals of the
lllinois state tournament the past
two years, made it three in a row
with a 21-13, 21-10 win.

Bev Franks, who dominated Illi-
nois women’'s racquetball until
Young moved to Chicago, served
notice that she was a competitor to
be reckoned with in future senior
events, defeating lllinois state
senior division titleholder, Hope
Schwartz, 21-16, 18-21; 11-6. Kelly
Swanson took second place in the
Novice division, losing to Barbara
Chamberlain of Evanston, 21-12,
21-19. Pam Prina took third in the
Open division.

“We're quite pleased with the
results of the Open,” said Michael
Aarons, Group Product Manager for
the Keebler Company. “We plan to
sponsor the tournament again next
year, perhaps taking it to other
cities if the interest warrants it,” he
continued. i




Diane Gabrisko

Editor — ISRA Newsletter

Dear ISRA Member:

The 1979-80 season is off to a good start.

On August 23rd, a new constitution was adopted which completely
re-vamped our old constitution. (Major changes listed elsewhere).

THE CHANGES will aid the running of the association, allow the

players greater participation and voice in the day to day running of
things. .

The merger of the Chicagoland Racquetball League and the
Metropolitan League into one, under our guidance, will improve
competition in all brackets, cut traveling time and allow players of
all skill levels to compete.

We have been working hard with tournament directors and have
lined up numerous sanctioned events for you to play in. The
tournament director of every tournament listed on our schedule had

cleared his date with the tournament committee to avoid conflicting

with others.

We will not list tournaments that have not cleared their date and ask
that you do not support any event not listed on the schedule.
Conflicting tournaments only hurt the player; the draw is split and
instead of having two tournaments to play in, you get only one.

The first stop of the N.R.C. Pro Tournament will be held September
26 through the 30th. The refereeing committee is working on
assignments for all matches. Please contact Phil Simborg if you
want to volunteer your help.

Our annual meeting will be held at the Louis Zahn Data Service,
1920 George Street, Melrose Park, lllinois.

e
%

Thomas R. Street
President Alan M. Shetzer

Secretary-Treasurer

%

From the Editor . . . ¢

ISRA keeps growing! And because of
this, it's getting more and more difficult
to keep the members informed about the
Association, committee meetings, pro-
grams, clinics, changes in procedures
and rules, and the countless happenings
in Illinois racquetball. Printing and mail-
ing the ISRA newsletter separately to a
membership of over 3,000 is costly. For-
tunately, the publishers of Racquetball
Today have donated space in this paper.

It is our hope that this newsletter will
assist the officers and directors of ISRA
in communicating with the membership,
and give the members an opportunity to
voice their opinions and suggestions. If
you have a question or comment, or if
you wish to volunteer your time to the II-
linois State Racquetball Association,
please write to me at P. 0. Box D, Posen.
Illinois 60469. We want to hear from you!

ISRA Adopts
New By-Laws

By Diane Gabrisko

A meeting of the lllinois State
Racquetball Association was held at
Killshot Thursday night, August
23rd., for the purpose of adopting a
new set of By-Laws for the associa-
tion. According to President, Tom
Street, “The original By-Laws were
drafted when we had less than 200
members and there just a handful of
tournaments a year. Now that we
have over 3000 members, and there
are racquetball tournaments,
leagues and events going on con-
stantly we found it necessary to
appredch the promotion and control
of the sport in a more realistic and
practical way.” Mr. Street appointed
Phil Simborg to Chair the By-Laws
Committee, and the committee’s
recommendations were accepted by
the membership with a few minor
revisions.

The basic changes in the =
ture and working of the AssociS;;'fJC)Cn

Wwere summarized b . Si
o y Mr Simborg as

1) The day to ]
?Otmr?{ of ttile Asc;ecz))éioperanon o
INto the hands of the offi
Board of Directors. Offfilccet?rrsS ggg
Board members are elected by the
membership to Serve 2-year terms

2) The officers have been expanc)
ed to take in four “Zone Vicé

Presidents, each representing their
respective areas of the State (North,
Central, South and West). The
coordination of the officers is left to
the President, and his assistant, the
Executive Vice President. )

3) Due to the enormous scope of
activities in racquetball in lllinois,
the basic trust of the Association is
away from running and promoting
tournaments and events itself, but
Instead, the Association will use its
efforts to educate the players; set
up guidelines for the protection of
player’s rights in tournaments, lea-
gues, etc.; set up procedures to
he!p eliminate conflicts; set up a
Gngavance committee to hear com-
plaints about the individuals, pro-
moters, and private corporations
that may be guilty of abusing
players’ rights and to take necessary
action to prevent future abuses.

_Officials of the USRA have often
written and stated that the ISRA is
Its finest, most active, and most
efficient state affiliate, and the
reason for this, according to Mr.
Street, is “due to the enormous
efforts of the officers, board mem-
bers, and committee chairmen; an
we have simply revised the By-Laws
to make it easier for those willing 10
work to do their job.”

— T T e




OFFICERS
President - Tom Street
Vice President - Donald Webb
Sgoretary-Treasurer - Alan Shetzer
Director of Leagues - Art Michaely

me
DIRECTORS

Dan Bertolucci

Sue Carow

Terry Fancher

Jim Harper

Gay Kenna

Clyde Senters

Phil Simborg

Jim Stotz

z COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN

Program Committee - Tom Street,

Alan Shetzer

League and Tournament Committee
-Art Michaely, Billy Hoffman

Membership - Gay Kenna

Publicity, Information - Jim Harper

Nominating Committee - Bill Feigan

Referee’s Committee - Phil Simborg

Constitution Revision - Phil Sim-
borg

Seeding Committee - Alan Shetzer

E_m,...
!
L
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AN -OPEN LETTER TO THE ISRA FROM TERRY FANCHER,
NATIONAL COORDINATOR, USRA.

When people are speaking of amateur racquetball associations,
the one most mentioned is the ILLINOIS STATE RACQUETBALL
ASSOCIATION. The ISRA represents what a USRA affiliate should
be, and organized body working with the national association in a
cooperative manner to strengthen the sport. Much of the success of
the ISRA can be credited to the relentless efforts of state chairmen
Tom Street and Alan Shetzer, whose organizational ability and
expertise in promotion and tournament management have led to
countless accomplishments in the field of racquetball.

Just over three years ago, the ISRA hosted the first Midwest State
Chairmen’s Meeting. this led to the formation of the USRA and the
state affiliate program. Since then, the ISRA has initiated programs
which have ultimately been adopted by the USRA. Seamco and
Leach Industries were acquired as sponsors, and because of ISRA
support, complimentary balls and shirts were provided for all

nctioned tournaments. The ISRA was the major consgftan’_( for-the

w plastic USRA state affiliate membership which is now
computorized. The computer services of Zahn Data Sew!cq were
also acquired as a direct result of the ISRA membershlp. |IS'(I.ngS.

The lllinois State Racquetball Association, under.thea.qlrectuon of
Tom Street and Alan Shetzer, hosted the largest lndlytdual state
racquetball championships inthe history of racquetball in 1978. The

use of walkie-talkies initiated a communications system later used"

at pr ional events to help tournamer:nts run smoothly and
effigigrf\(talsys. Othe development of the lllinois State _Referees
Committtee also the first of its kind, has.led to more ConSI]IStelncyrm
rules and refereeing, a substantial benefit to all racquetball p ay:dz.l
in addition, the ISRA Constitution and By-Laws havbe beﬁin ann;W o
for numerous state charters. the growing ISRA mem tc:rs hp, iown
excess of 3000, accounts for one-tenth of the membership

USRA.

ffort and
Due to the tremendous amount of personal a
involvement of tom Street and Alan Shetzer, the very bigs;(easrt\d Irfntmhs;
. prosperous USRA affiliate exists right here in the meW estlgthe
new elections for ISRA officers produces any n v L
leadership, what the membership should reallzgelesn D pen
Pioneers of organized amateur racquetball have A
here in their own back yard. The leadership s?sistance Lo
Combined with the energetic and dedlcatedt_a ot
Various committees, has made for a democratic p

. ous opportunity for
tion, through which members have a trementl:lSRA o B

Participatio ition and good fun. St
examp?e ofn\'thac;mc‘;itJultimately be achleved.deT'h(;af 2::8:!12!‘109 s
Racquetball Association is the undisputed mo

Olunteer racquetball associations.

: ‘ J
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About Those Visors

The following article, written by
Terry Fancher, entitled, “Referee
Committee Helps Solve Problems,”
appeared in the August 1979, issue
of NATIONAL RACQUETBALL, and
is reprinted with permission of the
publisher.

The problem that creates most
animosity among players in racquet-
ball relates to refereeing. This
applies  especially to tournament
matches, but - as pointed out quite
accurately in Phil Simborg's article
in this section - the majority of the
matches in racquetball are played
without an official presiding. There-
fore this situation regarding rules of
the game and their application has
become a major topic of discussion.

To help get rid of this dilemna the
Illinois State Racquetball Associa-
tion, under the direction of Tom
Street ang Alan Shetzer, appointed a
true devotee of the rules to head up
a committee to tackle this problem.
phil Simborg, who had helped draft
some rule changes for the United
States Handball Association while a
student at the University of Texas, is
chairman of the new committee and
has made remarkable progress in
one short year.

Beginning with some able volun-
teers from the general membership
Simborg called several meetings to
organize, educate, and create a
general understanding of the rules
so this nucleus of workers could
supervise the vast number of
matches at sanctioned ISRA tour-
naments. The plan was to always
have capable people to make rule
interpretations to take some of the
burden off of the tournament direc-
tor-and generally assist the quality
of refereeing for all players in these
events.

The committee members took a
multiple choice examination, deal-
ing specifically with the rules in
terms of general as well as exact
knowledge. Many were suprised to
find that they did not know as much

as they thought they knew about the

rules. After the exam all answers
were explained and discussed in
detail and the entire rule book was
dissected. The USRA even discover-
ed some mistakes and contradic-
tions to be corrected in future
printings of the rule book.

To distinguish themselves and
become recognize at tournaments
the referee committeemen had
colorful visors designed with the
ISRA insignia. In this way all
participants can find a person with
the ISRA visor for an official,
on-the-spot ruling. After matches
referees who were tentative in their
calls, or who needed some friendly
critiquing, were free to discuss
certain topics with officials. Also
signs repeating the interpretation of
troublesome rules or common mis-
interpretations were posted at the
floor manager’s desk for all to see at

each event.
The person who attended the

most tournaments and spent the
most time instructing people was
none other than Phil Simborg. Every
week you could observe him discus-
sing rules and interpretations with
countless people. The end result is
that lllinois has a more educated
referee and player who can no only
protect himself to some degree from
incorrect calls, but who can also
teach others what he or she knows
instead of sulking after a loss and
claiming “there were too many bad
calls!” :

Dear Terry;

On behalf of the ISRA’s Referees
Committee, please accept my
thanks for your complimentry re-
marks and for the recognition of our
efforts. What you did not mention in
your article is that your personal .
involvement, along with Dan
Bertolucci's help, was one of the
main motivating factors that got the
committee going in the first place.
We, in lllinois, appreciate your
efforts, and that of the entire USRA,
on behalf of amateur racquetball.

Phil Simborg

Referee
Meeting Held

A meeting of the ISRA’s Referee
Committe was held Thursday,
August 24th, at Killshot, Ltd. in
Bloomingdale. There were 26 mem-
bers and guests in attendance.

Committee Chairman Phil Sim-
borg brought up many topics for
discussion including the new rules
adopted by the USRA. The Commit-
tee agreed to adopt and use the new
rules, taking care not to be too
strict until the players have had a
chance to get used to the changes.
Further, the committee voted to
limit warmup time to 10 minutes
from the time the players are
assigned a court. Players taking
longer than 10 minutes will be
subject to receiving technicals (re-
quiring them to begin the first game
with a negative score), and flagrant
violators will be forfeited by the
tournament director or an official.

Dan Bertolucci was on hand to
discuss the USRA's changes and
plans for the rules. Dan complimen-
ted the ISRA Referee Committee on
what it has accomplished, and
stated tha both the committee and
the ISRA organization ‘“serve as a
model for the rest of the country,
and Phil, Tom and Al, and the rest of
the committee and volunteers are to
be commended for their fine ser-
vice.”

John R..Greene was appointed
Co-Chairman of the committee and
will work with Phil Simborg to
continue the committee’s work.
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Referee S

Corner

By Phil Simborg
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New USRA Rules

BY PHIL SIMBORG

The United State Racquetball
Association has announced six rule
changes that will immediately affect
players in all ISRA/USRA Sanction-
ed tournaments. For your reference,
following is a description of those
changes along with a statement as
to how they will be applied and
enforced here in lllinois.

1. Forfeiture time reduced from 20

to 10 minutes. If a player is
scheduled to be in the court playing
his match at a given time, he should
be in the building and reporting to
the control desk at least 30 minutes
before his match-time. Therefore, if
he is 10 minutes late, he is actually
40 minutes later than he should be,
and there is no reason he shouldn’t
be forfeited, both out of considera-
tion for his opponent and in order to
see that the tournament runs
smoothly. This rule will be strictly
enforced after the first round of the
first few tournaments, and we will
see that signs are posted to remind
players of this change.
2. Glove changes. (Like all other
timeouts for the change or adjust-
ment of equipment) will be charged
against the player as a regular
timeout. This rule has already been
enforced in lllinois for the past 12
months and has now been adopted
nationally.

3. Players may not call timeouts
after the referee calls the score. The
USRA’s reasoning is that as the
calling of the score begins, the
service preparation for the next
rally, the server and receiver are
entitled to begin planning their
strategy and concentration without
being interrupted by the call of
“time-out.” Again we will put up
notices of this rule change to alert
the players, and begin enforcing the
rule strictly after the first round, or
at least after one warmng has been
issued.

4. Linesmen, as well as the
referee, shall be enpowered to call
footfaults This rule has been adop-
ted primarily for professional play,
as it does not properly -apply unless
the match is played in a court with
two glass sidewalls (where the
linesmen have a better view of the
service zone). For all practical
purposes, we will not apply this rule
in lllinois, though when we do have
an important amateur match on a
proper court (Aurora YMCA or the

‘made stronger.

at the
option of the tournament director,

Glass Court in Lombard),

we may well try it. When the
footfault is called, there can be no
appeal. (It is logical, in my opinion,
to also use linesmen to call short
serves, and we may also experiment
with that here in lllinois).

5. The wording of the rules

regarding player’s uniform has been
This change, like
others, has already been in effect in
lllinois. Basically, the players are
requested to wear “light or bright
colors” so that as not to distract
from the visibility of the ball.
Further, if a player shows up
wearing a black shirt and the ball
being used is black, the referee or
other official will require the player
to change.
. As | stated, this rule is already in
effect, but has seldom been enforc-
ed. Part of the problem is that there
are many different color balls used,
and the addition of many-colored
outfits and shirts ahs been most
welcomed by the players. However,
all ISRA/USRA amateur sanctioned
tournaments presently use the black
Seamco ball, so we will expect
players not to wear black or other
very dark colors.

6. The last change is the most
complicated: The receiver will not
be allowed to strike a return of serve
on the fly in front of the receiver’s
five foot restraining line. This
restriction, added to the other rules
already in effect for return of the
serve, leaves the following to be
applied that will cost the receiver
the point if violated:

a) The receiver(s) may not cross
the receiving lines (those little 3”
hash marks on the side walls) until
the server strikes the ball. (This
means that not part of the receiver's
'bod)y or equipment may be over the
ine

b) The receiver may cross the line
after the ball is struck, but he must
then wait for the ball to bounce
before hitting it.

c) The receiver is allowed to h|t
the ball on the fly if the ball is
beyond the receiving line.

d) In making the service return, no
part of the receiver's body or
equipment may pass over the short
line (back line of the service zone).

These six rule changes have been
announced by USRA National
Commissioner, Joe Ardito, and are

in effect at all ISRA/USRA sanction-
ed tournaments. | personally have
been working with and communicat-
ing with the USRA regarding these
and other changes, and | believe
there are many other changes which
should also be adopted, many -of
which we have already adopted here
in lllinois by action taken by the
ISRA’s Referee Committee. Further,
| am not totally favor of all of the
above changes.

Fortunately, we have a very close
working-relationship with the USRA
in ‘that Terry Fancher and Dan
Bertolucci are both active members
of the ISRA’s Referee Committee.
The committee will be discussing
these and other rules in detail and
will be passing on ideas and
recommendations to the USRA. If
you have any comments or sugges-
tions, you are welcomed to pass
them on to the committee by
contacting me c/o RACQUETBALL
TODAY, or by attending our meet-
ings personally.

Al Mackie
President
of Semco

Co-Sponsors
of Kendler
Pro/Am

Charlie Drake
President
of Leach

Alan Cantor
Only Cared
About Victory

By Tom Grobmisi
Alan Cantor was a selfish pig. he
went to racquetball tournaments
regularly, and he was really a fierce
competitor, but he’d do anything to
win. People hated him and hated to
get on the court with him. He didn’t

care. He became known as a
complainer, cheater and trouble-
maker.

He never called a double-bounce
on himself, and if the ref made and
error in his favor he just smiled.
When there were spectators around,
they always cheered for his oppon-
ents. But Alan Cantor just did’nt
care. he only wanted to win.

Last month, Alan Cantor died,
and nobody cared.

" REFEREE’S CLINICS

Members of the ISRA’s Referee
Committee are available, without
charge, to provide clinics on the rules of
the game for groups, leagues, or
racquetball clubs. Also provided are
rule books, additional guidebooks for
refereeing, and on-court demonstra-
tions. For information, contact Phil
Simborg, ISRA Referee Committee
Chairman, at (312) 371-2150.

_ Al Mackie
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By Jerrold Shapiro, M.D., F.A.C.C

Racquetball is the most rapidly
growing participation sport in Amer-
ica. It is popular because it is an
excellent total conditioner and be-
cause the satisfaction of hitting the
ball comes early, even to the less
talented. But with this growth there
has also been an increase in the
number of injuries, some fairly
serious. Eye injuries are particularly
hazardous, as permanent visual
impairment can result.

The other day after a game | got
into ‘a conversation about racquet-
ball safety with my local court
manager. He said he knew there are
dangers but that he felt fairly safe.

~I’m experienced -- been playing 4
Qmes a week for 5 or 6 years; | stay

n shape, play conservatively with
people | don’'t know, and | wear
glasses with plastic lenses.” As |
listened, | realized he had several
common misconceptions which |
had shared until recently when |
reviewed the statistics on racquet-
ball injuries.

A report from California State
University notes several points:
injuries stem from the ball, the
racquet, the wall, fast action in a
confined space, inexperience and
lack of court etiquette, and just
plain carelessness. Trauma, includ-
ing eye trauma, and stess injuries,
are the major categories causing
disability. :

In a report from Harvard, it was
noted that several of the serious eye
injuries resulted when a ball was hit
in anger after a point was scored
and play was presumed dead. Warm
up periods when more than one ball
was in play also accounted for a
number of eye injuries. The game of
“cut throat” which limits maneuver-
( g for usual court positions also

wiad a higher injury rate. Experience
level had no correlation with serious
eye injuries. A, B and C players had
similar chance of injury. Street

RACQUETBALL TODAY
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How to Avoid
Eye Injuries

glasses offered no protection. In
fact, 3 or the 4 injuries resulting in
Permanent visual impairment were
:ans People wearing street wear glass-

Wha_t can we do about these
statistics? The most significant
safety measure would be wide-
Spread use of eye protection.
EVERYONE needs eyeguards!
Street glasses are not enough; and
contact lenses appear to be neither
protective nor hazardous, though
soft contacts stay in place better
than hard ones.

What should you look for in
eyeguards? First, the lenses should
meet the strength and breakage
resistance criteria to be classified as
“industrial safety lenses.” These
lenses are 3mm. thick at their
thinnest point and are hardened
glass or plastic. Glass has the
disadvantage of losing this strength
if deeply scratched: exposing the
player to possible eye laceration if
the glass breaks. Any competent
optician can make safety lenses like
these. ‘

Second, the sports frame should
have several safety features. It
should be nylon. It should have a
steep posterior lip to prevent the
lens from being driven into the eye.
If hit directly, the lens pops out
away from the eye. In-addition, the
side pieces should rotate 180
degrees. This helps protect the
player from injury from a rigid
broken frame. When struck, the
frame opens at the hinge, falling
harmlessly to the floor.

Some players object to the limita-
tion of peripheral vision with these
frames. Teaching pros tell me it
forces most players to keep their
eye on the ball and actually helps
concentration.

In summary, play by the rules,
observe court etiquette, get a good
pair of sports glasses, and WEAR

"THEMIII
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(312) 6858288

NAME

$16.°

: * UNIQUELY DEFINED FIGURING
.A WA RD © (TENNIS) |+ QUALITY ENGRAVING PLATE _
ENGRAVED « ALLOW 10 DAYS FOR SHIPMENTS

FREE

'h—n—_—————————-

CHICAGO TROPHY & AWARD CO.}
I
I

et '*gf";;\ I 3255 N. Milwoukee
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wiEd B ) 4 QUANTITY DESCRIPTION
L I 15" MALE TENNIS AWARD $16.50 ea. I
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Total Amount. (Sorry No C.0.D.'s)

* GLEAMING SILVERPLATE
* BLACK LEATHERETTE HANDLE
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separote sheet and forward FORM

Chicago, IL. 6061 8

Please Print Cleorly
PRICE TOTALS I

TOTAL $ ey
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It’s Not Fun . .

By Al Shetzer

| spent last weekend at The
Meadows Club in Rolling Meadows.
it wasn’'t unusual, | usually spend
weekends there with my family.

This week was different though,
the club was hosting the Carte
Blanc $200,000 Tennis Legends
Tournament. A six stop tournament
for senior tennis players. Some
great names were scheduled to
play...Rod Laver, Ken Rosewall,
Tom Ocher, Fred stolle, Marty
Reissen, to name a few.

Having been to a lot of profes-
sional racquetball tournaments, but
never to a professional tennis event,
| couldn’t help noticing the differ-
ence between this and a racquetball
tournament.

The Meadows Club is probably one
of the finest multiple facilities in the
country, with racquetball, squash,
indoor and outdoor tennis courts
and swimming pools, outdoor run-
ning track, weight room and two
restaurants; the appointments can
only be labeled plush.

The tournament staff under the
direction of Dave Coffey and Pat
McKenna were all decked out in the
same dress and each knew what job

‘| they were supposed to do.

With only a draw of eight, there
was little confusion in scheduling
and the entire tournament was
played on one court.

What amazed me was the demea-
nor of both the crowd and the
players. If you closed your eyes, you

. It’s Tennis

wouldn’'t know you- were at a
professional sporting event.

The electric feeling you get sitting
in a racquetball crowd was absent.
People sleep in places with more
noise than this crowd generated.

There were no “Brum’s Bums”
cheering section..... no screaming
or yelling when someone made a
good shot only a few polite hand-
claps and a couple of ooh’s and
aah’s were all anyone could muster.

The players seeemed about as
low-keyed as the spectators. A
questionable call by a linesman
generated a raised eyebrow or a
puzzled look. There was one call
that summed things up pretty good.
It occurred in the Cliff Drysdale -
Roger Taylor match. - With the
games tied and the server down
30-40, Taylor hit an overhead down
the line for a winner and the game.
The linesman called it “Out”...chan-
ged his mind and called it “In"...
then the chair referee overrode him
and replayed the point. Taylor
politely questioned the call - shrug-
ged his shoulders and went back to
his position to play ball.

| remarked to the person next to
me that had this been a racquetball
match, with say Hogan and Hilecher
playing, it probably would have
taken ten minutes and two techni-
cals to restart the match.

We have a long way to go in
racquetball to match this if it is
typical of most tennis tournaments,
but would it be any fun?

)
=

7123 Cherry Vale N. Blvd.

DEAN FOODS PRO-AM
RACQUETBALL OPEN

W)
=
DEAN FOODS

o&"tHE £
- Q¢D SUPREME
COURT

BEANTOQDS NOVEMBER 9-10-11
SITE: The Supreme Court
Rockford, IL 61112
815/332-9422
ENTRY FEE: $20.00 All

events (except pro) includes

souvenir clothing. $35.00 Pro Event. Make
checks payable to The Supreme Court. No
entry will be accepted without payment.

ENTRY DEADLINE:

All entry forms and entry fees must be

received by noon November 3, 1979.

SANCTION:
OFFICIAL BALL:
RULES:

Seamco.600

The lllinois State Racquetball Association

d

All current USRA rules will apply. All match

winners must referee next match on their

court.

AWARDS:

PRO 1st Place $1000.00, 2nd Place $500.00.

SEMI's $250.00 Prizes or trophies awarded
to all 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th places, plus 1stin
consolation.

STARTING TIMES:

Entrants will be notified by post card mailed

Monday, November 5, 1979. If you do not
receive a card by Wednesday, contact the
club. Play will begin Thursday if necessary.

EVENTS: Check One

MEN'S WOMEN'S
Pro (Open) A
A —
B s e
— ol
SENIORS
MASTERS

JUNIOR'S

13 and under
— 15 and under
—_ 17 and under

The tournament committee reserves the right to reclassify any entrant to enhance play
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WHERE TO PLAY

*pRO RACQUETBALL FITNESS
CENTER — (815) 338-8222

* SUPREME COURT
— (815) 455-3330

ARLINGTON HTS COURT
HOUSE — 3Y8-4656 —~—J{

¢
a,h‘l

ARLINGTON TENNIS & RACQ.
CLUB - 394-9860

¥FORESTGROVESWIM 8 ;.
RACQUET CLUB — 991-4646 {41

THE MEADOW CLUB
- 040-3200

POPLAR CREEK RACQUET
CLUB - 885-7720 |~

1
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' SCHAUMBURG COURT { -~
HOUSE — 882-4636 wa R |
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*

1 2
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THE RIGHT CLUB — 397-3300 dlevansron.
WOODFIELD RACQUET CLUB &{ =
S

— B84-0678 —— »
Nr

CHICAGO HEALTH & RACQ.
o\

C.h,c‘cazlc

CLUB -- 885-0800

¥HANOVER PARK RACQUET X
CLUB — 837-6300 ===

ROSELLE RACQUET CLUB ==
894-7337

o 1 i
HANO!

48y L\

._/‘—
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CHAUMBURG
CHAUMBURG

’__](‘f[

ROUND LAKE

w
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THORNDALE RACQUET el i
HOUSE — 595-2020

#KILLSHOT, LTD. — 893‘9575-1

DU PAGE RACQUET CLUB
— 533-9200 T

THE COURTS — 833-5064 —
S __;_/_,

WHEATON SPORTS _ ——1
CENTER — 690-0887
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>
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KANR >
DU PAGH

[

THE GLASS COUKI

CLUB — 629-3390 e

COVE COURTS — 495-22857] ___fr="TJ 7

CHICAGO HEALTH & RACQ"]
CLUB -- 963-3600

LE BEAU'S HEALTH MO : “lumome 1L
Bt i~ |

FOUR LAKES RACQUE
CLUB — 969:BBE0 |

NAPER RACQUETBALL
CLUB — 352-7200

WESTERN RACQUETBALL, A
CLUB AT MEADOWBROOK
— 963-5100

'OAK BROOK R/B:-H/B CLUB
— 986-5340

BOLINGBROOK RACU. CLUB" \
-- 739-0304 : i

el
AURORA

M AINFIELD

RIVIERA COUNTRY CLUB
— 349-1100
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% For detailed listing of amenities — refer to CLUB GUIDE

OAKWOOD RACQUET CLUB -- 336-7444

HAWTHORNE RACQUETBALL CLUB -- 949-8180

F¥HAWTHORN COURTS — 362-9330

u~cons~‘lt

COURTS ON 22 — 948-5330

SKY HARBOR COURT CLUB — 433-6000
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DEERFIELD COURTS — 498-5121
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SKY HARBOR COURT CLUB — 498-9890
NORTHBROOK COURT HOUSE — 498-3626
FOREST VIEW RACQUET CLUB — 640-2574
EVANSTON COURT CLUB — 866-9656
_MORTON GROVE RACQUET CLUB -- 965-7554
FOUR FLAGGS COURT CLUR — 966-8787
SKOKIE RACQUET CLUB -- 674-0211

O'HARE RACQUET HOUSE — 296-6144
SKOKIE COURT HOUSE — 677-4100

EDENS COURT HOIISE — 286-6700
HARLEM-IRVING RACQUET HOUSE — 457-2040

MICHIGAN AVENUE CLUB -- 644-5225
»LEHMANN COURTS -- 871-8300
LAKESHORE RACQUET CLUB -- 477-9888
DOWNTOWN COURT CLUR -- 644-4880
COURTS OF THE PHOENIX -- 248-4477
¥ORIENTAL TOWER CLUB — 782-3199
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McCLURG COURTS -- 944-4546

CHICAGO HEALTH & RACQUET CLUB - 861-1220
% LINCOLN PARK COURT CLUB — 943-2266
MID-TOWN COURT HOUSE — 787-8400

OAK PARK COURT HOUSE — 848-5200

OAK PARK RIVER FOREST RACQUET
CLUB —386-217%

HILLSIDE RACQUET HOUSE — 448-2255

INDIANHEAD RACQUET CLUB — 482-4800
BCHALET SPORTS CORE — 246-4031

EVERGREEN BATH & TENNIS CL -- 425-7200

MoetH L
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s
HALST

=

ILLINOIS

~INDJANA

(‘ ' CALUMET/ A

[414:25)
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MOKENA | @
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Uncoy,,

MANNHEIM RD

FRANKFORT

B
3
| RO

8 LARzeAY

©
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LANDY

HEFIIELD

¥ OAK LAWN RACQUET CLUB -- 499-3626

®THE CHARLIE CLUB -- (815) 29-4503
RACQUET CLUB OF LOCKPORT -- (815) 838-3621
ORLAND COURTS — 349-1222

CHICAGO HEAL1H & RACQUET CLUK -- 349-0100

=

PALOS RACQUETBALL CLUB — 974-1900

#SILVER LAKE COUNTRY CLUB -- 349-6947

WIMBLEDON U.S.A. PALOS CLUB —389-9100
% TINLEY PARK RACQUETBALL CLUB — 532-7900

LOMNJ 41 -- (219) 865-6969
OLYMPIC RACQUETBALL CLUB — 895-2290
COURT CLUB OF CALUMET CITY -- 862-18390

¥SOUTH HOLLAND COURTS — 596-6608
INDIAN TRAILS COURT CLUB — 755-5500

HOMEWOOD FLOSSMOOR — 798-1323

COURT CLUB OF RICHTON PARK — 481-7055

OLYMPIAN COURT CLUB — 748-6223
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e

%

Service Corp.

1920 GEORGE STREET
MELROSE PARK, ILLINOIS 60160

Louis Zahn Data

THERE IS NO BETTER ALTERNATIVE TO

Ra[@ererALL”
® |HARGE

SYSTEMS / PCR

FOR PRIVATE — CHARGE CLUBS OR
CASH ONLY FACILITIES!!!

Our clients say so, National Racquetball says so,
Court Club Enterprises says so, lllinois State
Racquetball Association says so, and we are sure
you will say so also!l!

WRITE OR CALL COLLECT NOW FOR MORE
INFORMATION OR A DETAILED PROPOSAL.
312-687 061
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BY Tom Grobmisi

RACQUETBALL TODAY’S new in-
vestigative reporter, Tom Grobmisi,
has gone out into the exciting world
of manufacturing to find those
unusual, new products that might
be interesting to our readers. We
believe that all racquetball enthusi-
asts will find something of interest
below.

“] LOVE RACQUETBALL” CHEST |

DECAL.Now you can prove your

love for your favorite game by~

sporting this colorful, easy-to-apply
iron-on decal. Irons directly to any
human chest. “It's chest what the
doctor ordered,” bragged one satis-
fied user. Call toll free to order:
800-889-9800.

EXTRA BOUNCE RACQUET. UN-
BELIEVEABLE new racquet allows
you to hit the ball on the second
I ce legally!! Just imagine how

h your game will improve!
Works on the principle of “absolu-
tion.” Simply send a check for $500
to Robert Kendler, USRA, Skokie,

- lllinois, and Bob willl send you this

Free towel service.

Early bird programs.
Monthly club parties.

e Club tournament.

¥ E IN AND SEE US!
) FEON We would like to i
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éxciting new racquet along with a
certificate allowing you to hit the
ball on the second bounce at all
Sanctioned tournaments. Guaran-

teed to add at least 10 points to your
game.

X MARTY HOGAN SALIVA. Quick,
NOW many uses can you think of
Immediately for a 12-0z. tube of
Marty Hogan's saliva? Now add to
that 40 more uses that Leach
Industries will send you with each
tube and you’ll want to order by the
dozen!

EDIBLE RACQUETBALL OUT-
FITS. Made from cotton candy,
Spun sugar, and real honeycomb,
these attractive and original outfits
can simply be worn once and then
eaten. “The more you sweat, the
sweeter they get,” declares inventor
and designer Bill Swartz. Found and
your local racquetball club and
Fanny Mays.

PORTABLE “ACE” SERVER. The
score is 10-10 in the tie breaker and
it’s your serve. You're completely

¢ Fifteen climate controlled handball/racquetball courts.
e Spacious luxurious lounge and viewing gallery.

o Horeshoe shaped cocktail bar with two way fireplace.
Complete league and lesson programs.

Extra large co-ed whirlpool room.

e Saunas in both locker rooms.

Men’s and women’s massage rooms.

o Attended nursery (Your children play while you play).

Fully equipped pro shop and racquet rental.
Personal membership cards.
Junior programs (league and lessons).

e Challenge ladders in all divisions.

« Complete instructional leagues. :
o Special arrangements on corporation memberships.

out of gas, and you need a break
bad. You call “time-out” and leave
the court for a drink of water and
return moments later with what
appears to be your own arm and
step into the service zone. The ref
calls “play ball” and you stamp yout
left foot and jerk your head sharn"
an explosion is heard, aid ve:.
245 MPH drive serve that cracks ...
on the side » .1 .nd wins you the
match! o . the time anyone has a
chance to get suspicious, you’ll be
cruising down the highway sipping
beer out of your trophy! Send
$250.00 to Pai.co Products, Chicage
Heights, lllinois.

PLAIN WHITE T-SHIRTS. Thanks
to an amazing new chemical, Bland,
Inc. of Hegewish has developed a
new method of removing those
unsightly slogans, club insignias,
and drawings from T-shirts, leaving
an unusual, perfectly blank, white
shirt! Help fight eye-pollution and
be one of the first to wear one of
these rare, plain shirts. Just send
your favorite shirt and $6.00 to
Bland, inc.

RikLShO&

7 MORE CLIMATE CONTROLLED HANDBALL/RACQUETBALL COURTS

LAKE STREET (ROUTE 20)

ew Products

THE SMELLS OF THE COURT.
This 12-bottle collection of “fam-
ous” and “infamous” racquetball
odors will put you and your friend
right back on the court no matter
where you are... ideal for parties,
long trips, or the privacy of you own
home. Individual scents range from
air collected during the Peggy
Stending/Shannon Wright Champ-
ionship Match of 1977, to one called
“summer league.” Order from Avon
Products, Chicago.

FAKE RACQUETBALL BRUISES.
Ever look at a pro’s legs? Ever wish
you too could have macho red and
purple bruises up and down your
back to prove you had the “guts to
just stand there and take it” but you
didn’'t have the guts to just stand
there and take it? Now, Leach
Industries has developed “Bruise
Tattoos” that will make your legs,
arms, and back look just like the
pros! Great for the beach. Guaran-
teed to be a real “turn on” sexually.
Use your imagination.

Z—

BLOOMINGDALE ROAD

ROUTE 53

APERFECTFAMILY
Recreation Center

introduce you to our club and show you how easy it is to play racquetball

Lot

KIL

LSHOT LTD., 321 Edgewater Dr., Bloomingdaie, lll. 60108, Phone:

L

893-9575
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Satire: A New Division

By Al Shetzer

The ISRA has announced, in what
many are already calling a masterful
public relations gesture, hundreds
of new divisions in their state
racquetball tournament.

“As it stands now, bubbled Al
Shetzer of the ISRA, “we will have
408 divisions in our annual tourna-
ment next May. Our staff got
together after last year’s tournament
and decided that the surest way to
avoid any kind of criticism in the
future is to award everyone who
enters at least a second place
trophy. So one of the first require-
ments of our new divisions is that
no one division can have any more
than two players.”

Shetzer went on to detail some of
the new divisions, to wit: an age
category for every year of age from
15 to 75 (61 total divisions); an
amateur and pro bracket for each
age category (another 61 divisions);
a division for every inch of height
from 5'0” to 7’0" (25 divisions); a
division for every pound of weight

from 100 to 300 pounds (201
divisions); a division for every
profession as listed in the GRE
exam (35 divisions); a division for
players who don’t want to play
anyone not as good as they are (the
Ric Dern Division); a division for
every one of the world’s major
religions (9 divisions); a division for
every political party (12 divisions); a
division for comic racquetball wri-
ters (the Phil Simborg division); a
division for Mason-Christian
Science, home builder-remodelers
who have made their millions the
hard way (the Bob Kendler division);
and a division® for publishers of
RACQUETBALL TODAY (the Tom
Street division).

“We feel that although this only
amounts to 408 divisions this year,”
Shetzer said, “in the next few years
we can expand so that everyone in
the state can be a racquetball
champion whether they play the
game or not. 'Course it's going to
take money. You can’t buy over 10
million trophies out of petty cash,

you know. But it we can rally the
racquet and ball companies behind
us, we think we can do it."”

Player reaction to the new ISRA
policies was enthusiastic, but there
were some questions. John Lynch
wanted to know who was going to
divide up the prize money. Bertoluc-
ci complained about the draw in the
30-year-old dwarf division; he cor-
rectly assumed he would be seeded
number one in this two-man divi-
sion, but he didn’t figure the other
guy, no matter who he was, deserv-
ed to be ranked number two. Steve
Sulli immediately asked for a late
first round match, and Karen Minsky
wondered if there was going to be a
consolation round in her bracket.

Phil Simborg, referees chairman,
commented: “/ can really only see
two problems with the whole mind-
boggling concept. How about draw
sheets, huh? You ever stop to think
about what two-man drawsheets
look like? They'd just look like a big
oversize, left hand bracket. And
another thing; think of the referees
we’'d need. Every match a final
match, which means every match a
pressure match.

A A A A & & &/

The real blessing on the idea was
bestowed by ISRA president Tom
Street who intoned, “I've waited all
my life for this day to come /_'n
racquetball. | can remember back in
the days when the only divisions we
had were the Amateur Singles title
and the one | started, the Tam Club
Championships, which | won 3
consecutive years, by the way. Now
everyone in the state can know the
joy I've known all these years, the
joy.of literally crushing the life out
of a hapless opponent. This is
indeed a great and glorious day for
the game.”

As testimonials to the greatness
of the new idea continue to roll in,
we must admit to one or two
rabble-rousers who can’t see what
all the excitement is about. one guy
actually had the gall to suggest a
return to one, big open tournament
that everyone can play in together.
Can you imagine that, after all we've
tried to do for the game? Honestly,
some people!

Reprinted and adopted by permis-
sion of HANDBALL magazines
published by Robert W. Kendl 4
Skokie, illinois.

Choosing Tournament
(Continued from Page 7)
properly to handle a major tourna-
ment? There are only a few facilities
in the Chicago area that are set up
properly to handly a big tournament
with enough parking, courts, view-
ing and exhibition area, lockers, and
just open space. You really can’t get
your “money’s worth” when there's
no room to see the more exciting
matches, or if you have to push and
shove your way through the locker
room, or if you have to play at 6:00
AM and again at midnight because
they’re trying to run a full tourna-
ment out of 8 courts.If its going to
be a major, full draw tournament,
the only places in the Chicago area
that are presently can handle it in a
comfortable manner are The Glass
Court in Lombard, The Tinley Park
Racquetball Club, Killshot, LTD., in
Bloomingdale, The Downtown Court
Club, and The Evergreen Bath and
Tennis Club (sorry if | missed any).

IS THE TOURNAMENT A MAJOR
TOURNAMENT? If you’re only going
to play in a few selected tourna-
ments, you should try to make it to

47 W. Irving Park Rd. Roselle

lle 894-7337 or 894-7338
ROIG LOWEST

RATES

court
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Ciub

MEMBERSHIP
RATES

(per year)

- JUNIORS 2.5 the big ones...they cost the same

® 8 Courts @ Whirlpools e INDIVIDUALS 75.% ?r?net:ally. Plus, you will be getting

00 e best competition in an iven

® Steamm Room @ Saunas e FAMILY 130. class, and you'll get to wa){cr? o

® Exercise Area ¢ Pro Shop ® DEVON best racquetball. Presently, the
“biggies” in lllinois are the ISRA

e FREE lockers & towels @ Babysitting e v PR e O Botes,
: t USRA Regionals, Midwest invita-

(Weekdays - FREE Babysitting 9am to 3pm) I e = (0D,
A B EM BERSHIRS) = mm.,,,m any Pro Stops that come to the

= Rona® moure Chicago area. If you’re not sure

about a tournament, ask around and
talk to the people who have been
going to tournaments for a few
years.

a Perhaps the most important con-
sideration is your reason for going
to tournaments. | see two reasons...
to have some good competition at
you given level of play, and to have a
good time being with people with
common interests and watching
good racquetball. These two fac-
tors, unfortunately, are not always
present at all tournaments. You
need to be selective...don’t waste
your time or your money!

“*\‘\‘0:.
et

Bring in § members
and save *2()_.%? eachor 16
and save *3()_ 29 each - or group

of 10 and save $5()_ 00 each

- EVENTS STARTING IN SEPTEMBER -

Men’s and Women’s Leagues starting September 10, 1979. Ladder Tournament Starting
September 12, 1979. Club Party September 28, 1979.
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Tournamen

% Qember 13, 14, & 15, 1979

2nd Annual Men's Open S.W. Shootout
Site: Tinley Park
Contact: Mike Bazzo

* September 21, 22, and 23, 1979
Happy Joe's Courtside Quad City Open
Sile: Courtside. Moline. IlI.

Contact: Gary Whilaker

309-797-1966

* September 26, 27, 28, 29. & 30, 1979
Robert W. Kendler Classic Pro/Am
Site: The Glass Court, Lombard
Contact: S/S/S Promotions
312-371-2150

October 6 & 7, 1979

Metro Championship Player's
Membership Clinic

Site: The Glass Court
Lombard, Illinois

312-629-3390

¢ Ocllober 12, 13, & 14, 1979

Indian Trails 2nd Annual Summer Open
Site: Indian Trails R/B Club

Contact: John Grandley

312-755-5500

* October 26, 27. & 28. 1979
7th Midwest Invitational
Site: To be announced
Contact: S/S/S Promotions
312-371-2150

* November 2. 3. & 4, 1979
Forestview Open

Site: Forestview Racquet elub
Arlington Heights. Illinois
Contact: Jefl Wilke
312-640-2574

* November 9. 10, & 11. 1979
'Dezin Foods Pro/Am

Site: The Supreme Court
Rockford, Illinois

Contact: Tom Wirkus
815-332-9429

:
:
o

1979 -1980
Schedule

Steve Keeley ranked 114 in Kendler Pro- Am.

+ Denotes ISRA Sanctioned Tournament. To add tournaments or to

get up to date information, contact Phil Simborg -~ 312-371-2150.

* November 16, 17. & 18. 1974
“The Turkey Special™

Site: To be announced
Contact: S/S/S Promotions
312-371-2150

“ November 30. December 1 & 2. 1979
Star-Tribune Tournament of the Stars
Site: To be announced

Contact: Diane Williams

312-687-1800

“ December 7. 8. & 9. 1979
Gemini Doubles Tournament
Site: Tinley Park

Contact: S/S/S Promotions
312-371-2150

December 14, 15, & 16. 1979
Winter Classic
Site: To be announced
Contact: S/S/S Promotions
312-371-2150

* Januaryh 11, 12, & 13, 1980
Hlini Open

University of Illinois
Contact: Donald Webb
217-328-3143

* January 18. 19, & 20. 1980
ISRA Team Championships
Site: To be announced
Contact: S/S/S Promotions
312-371-2150

“ January 25, 26, & 27, 1980
2nd Annual Courtside Open
Site: Courtside, Rockford, IlI.
Contact: Linda

815-877-9549

“ February 16, 17, & 18. 1980
St. Valentine's Day Tournament
Site: Killshot. Ltd.
Bloomingdale. [llinois
312-893-9575
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Omega Masterll

by Peggy Gudbrandsen

“Nicest Mustache” award went to
Gib Kurtz, “Least Hair” to Dorsey
Boult, and “Nicest Physique” -
would you believe - to Joe Sulli?
Awards were made by the hip you
staff (Liz Freeman, Amy Gudbrand-
sen, Pat Kelly, Chris Price, Roxanne
Williams and Carol Wohlner) at the
Omega Masters Tournament held at
SkyHarbor, Highland Park, July 27,
28, and 29th.

High point of this three day round
robin came Sunday afternoon in the
final match between the two top
players in their divisions - and
oftimes doubles partners - Ed
Lammersfeld and Bob Troyer. The
gallery oohed and aahed as each of
these champions performed his
specialty; Bob, his superb pinches,
Ed, his dazzling Z-balls. Even
though the washing machine de-
voured his laundry, Ed came home
with victory in his pocket with a 21

to 19 win. Tony Lang was no. 3; Dan
Day, no. 4; Al Ring, no. 5; Al Hanke,
no. 6. -

A nice addition to this year's
tourney was* a ten man stick of
Golden Masters, and in case you
think these guys were dragging
their feet, not so; they came in on an
average, second in their divisions.
The older the faster!

Another first this year - Anheuser-
Busch joined Omega Sport and
Wyler's to make this a super event.

It Makes Me Mad: It Makes

By Tom Grobmisi

Racquetball clubs that turn off the
lights when your court time is up
make me mad.

People who don’t show up for
their game make me mad.

The smell of cigarette smoke
when I'm playing racquetball makes
me sick.

Big, fat people who run faster
than | do make me mad.

I can’t stand people who hang
around the club all day asking
people if they “want to play a little
cutthroat.” :

I can’t stand having-to supply a
17-digit number in order to reserve a
stinken racquetball court.

Open players make me sick. What
makes them think that they're
entitled to special treatment just
because they play better.

Racquetball clubs that give spec-
ial concessions to open players

" REALLY make me mad.

Referees that call FOOTFAULTS
make me very angry.

People who hit lots of ceiling
shots make me mad.

|
I
|
|
|
I
I
|
I
J

Mixed doubles sucks.

| don't like to be told what | did
wrong by someone who just beat
me. i

| hate co-ed whirlpools.

Little signs at racquetball clubs
that ask me not to steal their towels,
razors, and soap MAKE ME WANT
TO STEALtheir towels, razors, and
soap.

Women who play better than | do
make me sick.

Referees who don'’t
rules make me mad.

People who leave their sweaty
clothes on the floor in front of my
locker make me mad.

| don’t like people who have more
than 3 racquetball gloves attached
to their bag.

I'm sick of T-shirts.

Parents who coach their children
make me sick. Parents that coach
their kids during a match make me
angry.

Racquetball clubs that make me
show identification just to walk in
then just back up without looking
the door make me mad.

People who serve the ball and

know the

Play commenced Friday eve;jing
with four flights of ten players in a
round robin format. By Saturday
afternoon, each player had complet-
ed one 21 point match against the
other nine in his flight. Sunday was
devoted to play-offs, with the four
no.1’s playing each other, on down
thru the no. 10’s. Friday night ended
with beer and pizza at SkyHarbor
and after Saturday matches, the
players -and wives gathered for a
barbeque at Gudbrandsens.

Me Sick

make me mad.

| hate it when people tell me about
their sore arm or bad leg and then go
out and murder me in the court.

People who warm up and do
exercises for 30 minutes before they
play make me sick.

Tennis players make me sick.

People who write cute articles for
racquetball papers make me sick.

You make me sick.

NOTICE TO CLUB OWNERS
RACQUETBALL TODAY would like
to have your club news in our paper.
Our Tour of the Courts column IS
designed to include items of inter-
est about your club. When you have
noteworthy news such as tourna-
ments, special new leagues Or
programs, parties or charity events,
send you information to us:

RACQUETBALL TODAY
P.O.Box D
Posen, lllinois 60469
News for next months edition must
reach us by the 10th of the
preceeding month.

P.O. Box 1492
Melrose Park, IL. 60160

Yes! | would like to
start reading
RACQUETBALL
TODAY every month,
enclosed find my check
for $5.95 for one year.

Name
Address
City

State

17500 DuVan Drive

WOMEN’S OPEN
October 12, 13, & 14, 1979

Tinley Ptk Racquetball Club
17500 Duvan Drive
Tinley Park. llhnois 60477

Site:

Tournament Information:
*Sanction
*Singles only: Four divisions
*One entry per person

*Ball supplied for every match

*Bring Locks.
Skill Level: Open
(32 piayers max. Bl
in each div.) C

D

Consolation: Entrants must sign up to play

Tinley Park Racquetball Club

Tinley Park, IL 60477

SECOND ANNUAL SHARPSHOOTERS

For: All amateur women racquetball players

§32-7900

*Tournament commuitee resenves the right to accept or reject any entry and change players bracker
Illinois State Racquetball Assoc. USRA rules will apply

* Winners must referee the (ollowing match on their court. No referces on consolation matches
* Minimum of twelve entrics to hold division

by me in connection with my competition in said tournament

lalso hereby acknowledge and agree to the himitation and conditions of all tournament rules. Fu

. B rthermore, I h
qualified under said limitations and conditions crebycenifythat lam fully

] i
| I |
i I =iy Jf cmcammmns] i Dates & Times: October 12, 13, 14, 1979
X I l Times will be pasted at the Club by October 10th ] ‘
I e I ; PLEASE CALL FOR YOUR STARTING TIME. Be prepared to play by 6.00 P.M. Friday
i : oo ] : . »
I m l """ PRO SHOP' Ltd ! Entry Deadline: October 6. 6:00 P M. No entry will be accepted without payment. Match forfeiture 15 min
I 0 Q | 653-2345 i Entry Fee: S17 per person. No refund after October Kth 5
I l o GOLF 1 All participants receive sousenir black gold tournament shorts, hospitality. and free beer at the Second
l h I e TENNIS 1566 Bloomingdale Rd. | Grand Boogic Party to be held ia their honor in the TPRC Discotheque, Saturday. October 13th
B : i : :
l m I o RACQUETBALL Glendale Heights ) | Awards: Trophies for first four places It place consolation
l = : l : : ENTRV.FORM » | | 0 5 = i r e e
‘ , > SECOND ANNUAL SHARPSHOOTERS WOMENS® OPEN
I =l _ ALL PRO L'NES Tinley Park anue:bn!l _(‘lub ® 17500 Duvan Drive ® Tinley Park, 1L ¢ $32-7900
1 O O I —SHOES—WARMUP = SUITS—LUGGAGE— o, FESE - Tp0 e ol
. T, Short Size 9| o1 aM os
= -Q O 'c : BALLS—RACQUETS et 0
5 { Address Club
I =53 ®© O I AT PRICES EVERYONE CAN AFFORD Gy Sute ZpCode
I m I ' I hereby. for myself. my heirs, executors. and adminmistrators waive and release any and all nights and claims tor damages | may have
I I all club members - 10% discount against the Tinley Park Racquetball Club or its agents, representatives. suecessors and assign fer any and all injunies which mas be u;lfcrcd

Signature Date

r
|
|
I
I
|
|
i
i
|
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RIVIERA 400 HEALTH CLUB: 400 East
(Lake Shore Drive). Climate controlled racquetball/
handball courts, non-glare lighting and gallery
viewing. NO COURT FEES. Landmark geodesic
dome, swimming pool and whirlpool. Double tier
sundeck with attended juicebar and private cabanas-
chaise lounges available. Separate men and women’s
'health clubs carpeted and attended. Saunas, steam
room (men’s), Roman Spa whirlpool (women’s),
universal gym, weightlifting, sunrooms. Professional
massage and facial (appointment). Towels, soaps,
and toiletries complimentary. Pro Shop, lessons,
programs, laundry service. Executive Health Fitness
Program, fitness classes, T.V. lounge. For individual
or corporate memberships to this plush Spa. Call
(312) 527-2525. Director: Gale Landers.

Randolph

PRO RACQUETBALL AND FITNESS CENTER: 1055
Lake Avenue, Woodstock, IL. (815) 338-8222. 8

climate controlled racquetball/ handball courts. Fully

carpeted locker rooms including saunas and whirl-
pools. Nautilus Fitness Center for extensive exercise
programs. Spacious lounge with championship court
pewing. A place for everyone to see.

HAWTHORN COURTS: 200 Center Drive, Vernon
Hills, Il. (NW corner of Hawthorn Shopping Center)
362-9330. Racquetball/handball on 8 regulation
courts. Carpeted locker rooms for men and women,
sauna, whirlpool, lounge with color TV, free attended
nursery, pro shop, exercise facilities, group and
private lessons. Open 7 days a week. Manager/Pro:
Mike King.

SUPREME COURT: One Virginia Road, Crystal Lake,
IL. (815) 455-3330. 10 air-conditioned racquetball
courts, saunas, whirlpools, carpeted locker rooms,

attended nursery, fully equipped pro shop. Manager/
Pro: John Isaacson.

LINCOLN PARK COURT CLUB AT PIPER’S ALLEY:
North Avenue and Wells Street, Chicago. 943-2266. 12
air-conditioned racquetball/handball courts, men’s
and women’'s saunas and whirlpools, executive
conference room, full service bar, exercise area,
universal gym, free attended nursery. Cut rate parking
with direct entrance to club.

OAK LAWN RACQUET CLUB: 10444 South Central
Ave., Oak Lawn, IL. 499-3626. 5 racquetball/handball
courts, 8 tennis courts, saunas, whirlpools, exercise
room, carpeted locker rooms, attended nursery, T.V.
lounge.

CLUB GUIDE

KILLSHOT, LTD.: 321 Edgewater Drive, Blooming-
dale, IL. 893-9575. 15 climate controlled racquetball/
handball courts, fully carpeted locker rooms, large
co-ed whirlpool, separate saunas, and massage
rooms, extensive exercise room, fully equipped pro
shop, attended nursery, spacious lounge with
viewing gallery. Horseshoe-shaped bar with 2 way
fireplace. Private and group lessons. General Man-

ager/Head Pro: Don Jenkins. Manager/Pro: Sue
Sulli.

CHARLIE CLUB:2701 Black Road, Joliet, IL. (815)
729-4503, Open 24 hours, 7 days. Restaurant and
Disco (open to public), 8 racquetball/handball courts,
2 indoor tennis courts with special “Sport Sod” fully
equipped men's and women’s exercise rooms with
Nautilus, Universal and Paramount equipment.
Indoor swimming pool and jogging track, one
kilometer outdoor parcours; locker rooms include
saunas, steam rooms, massage, showers, and private
Swedish massage. Supervised nursery. Members over
18 years, Corporate memberships available.

ORIENTAL TOWER CLUB: 32 W. Randolph St.,
Chicago. 782-3199. Ten racquetball/handball courts
with non-glare lighting and gallery viewing. Fully
computerized enviornment and noise control system.
Deluxe attended locker rooms with steam, sauna, and
whirlpool. Separate exercise rooms featuring health
training and weight control programs. Sprint track.
Laundry service available. Plush social center. Private
EXECUTIVE CLUB features messenger, answering
and valet service, conference and game rooms.
Corporate memberships available. Scheduled for
summer opening.

SILVER LAKE COUNTRY CLUB: 147th Street and
82nd Avenue, Orland Park, IL. 349-6947. 9 racquet-
ball/handball courts (1 glass walled court for
viewing). saunas, free attended nursery, exercise
rooms, full length lockers, extensive bar and lounge.
Private and group lessons available.

FOREST VIEW RACQUET CLUB: 800 East Falcon
Drive, Arlington Heights, IL. 640-2574. 8 air-
conditioned racquetball/handball courts; 6 indoor
tennis courts; 6 outdoor tennis- courts. Separate
saunas and whirlpools, men’s and women’s locker
rooms, attended nursery. Manager/head pro: Jeff

Wilke. Racquetball pros: Georgia Maskalunas, Scoft
Thurber.

FOREST GROVE SWIM & RACQUET CLUB: 1760 N.
Hicks Rd., Palatine, IL. 991-4646. 4 racquetball/hand-
ball courts; 8 indoor and 8 outdoor tennis courts;
swimming pool. Saunas, co-ed whirlpool, body shop,
lessons and leagues. General Manager and Sports
Director: Chuck Sheftel.

TINLEY PARK RACQUETBALL CLUB: 17500 Duvan
Drive, Tinley Park, IL. 532-7900. Open 7 days, 6 a.m.
to 12 a.m. 15 regulation racquetball/handball courts
with unique use of glass for uninterrupted playing
and viewing. Luxurious health facilities including
saunas, steambath,~- whirlpools, Universal exercise
areas. Free attended nursery. Pro shop, racquet
rental, complete lessons program. Temperature
controlled for comfortable year-round play. Home of
the plush Prime Time Lounge. Managed by Five Stars
International ‘Enterprises, Inc.

LEHMANN COURTS: 2700 N. Lehmann Court,
Chicago, IL. 871-8300. 14 Racquetball/Handball
courts, including 3 glass exhibition courts, year
round enclosed running track, complete exercise
room, cocktail lounge- health juice bar, complete
nursery, and on-premise parking available. Manager:
Marilyn Gallo, Head Pros/ Activities Directors: Judy
Sawicki, Dave Milazzo.

CHALET SPORTS CORE: 8300 South Wolf Road,
Willow Springs, IL. 246-4031. 9 racquetball/handball
courts (1 with glass back wall). Free attended
nursery, carpeted locker rooms with showers,
saunas, exercise room, membership lounge, restaur-
ant, and ice skating arena.

OLYMPIC RACQUETBALL CLUB: 9245 Calumet Ave.,
Munster, Indiana. (219) 836-2000 and (312) 895-2290.
Ten deluxe concrete, hardwood floor racquetball/
handball courts with non-glare lighting, air-cond-
itioned and humidity controlled for comfortable year
round play. Sauna, steam room and hydro-therapeu-
tic whirlpool in each locker room, 1/5 mile running
track, 15 station universal exercise machine, free
attended children’s playroom. Pro shop, racquet
rental, group and private lessons with experienced
instructors. Open 7 days a week.

HANOVER PARK RACQUET CLUB: 1919 Walnut
Hanover Park, IL. 837-6300. 4 racquetballlhandbali
courts, 6 tennis courts, 3 platform tennis courts
saunas, co-ed whirlpool, nursery and playroom fo;'

infants and children. Manager: Rick Heroux, Rac-
quetball Pro: Shar Klein.

SSSN

«your wife didn’t make it, did she, Mr. Boomgrass?’’

Tom Street

Alan Shetzer

S & S INSURANCE

570 East Higgins Road;
Elk Grove Village, Illinois 60007
312/439-3030
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