





























reaction to the venom and lost early. This year, he
hadn’t even played open at his regional qualifyer,
opting for just his age division instead.

Locker took the first game 15-14 and jumped out to an
early 7-3 lead in the second before Aldinger was able to
battle back and force a tiebreaker by winning game two,
15-12. In the third, Locker once again jumped out to
another 6-3 lead, and again Aldinger dug deep to tie the
score at 7-7, and then called a timeout. “When I called
the timeout at 7-7 somebody told me that there is no
glory unless I won.” said Aldinger. “That’s when |
decided that if I had come this close that [ might as
well finish it.” He then went on to take the third game,
and the match, 11-8.

Later in the day, Aldinger was defeated by Ohio’s Mike
Dennison in another grueling round of 32 tiebreaker,
12-15, 15-8, 11-4. When asked if the earlier match with
Locker may have fatigued him, Aldinger replied, “I
want to say ‘no’ but my legs say ‘yes’. Not to take
anything away from Mike, he played a great match, |
just wish I would have been a little more fresh.”

Other upsets in the 32s included Josh Tucker defeating
No.7 Kevin Graham, Brian Fredenberg over No.12 Tim
Hansen, Ryan Rodgers topping No.13 Willie Tilton,
Michael Bronfeld beating No.15 Mitch Williams and
Mike Johnston ousting No.16 Mathew Majxner.

Round of Sixteen

The round of sixteen placed youngsters Jack Huczek
and Shane Vanderson into a rematch of the 2000 World
Junior Championship in which Vanderson had won an
impressive 11-6 tiebreaker. The highly anticipated
match saw Huczek seeking revenge and Vanderson
trying to prove that his eatlier win hadn’t been a fluke.
Huczek took the match quickly and easily, 15-8, 15-6, as
a frustrated Vanderson struggled. “Jack played a good
match,” a solemn Vanderson stated. “I just couldn’t
find my rhythm, I couldn’t make a shot.”

Fourth seeded Dan Fowler survived a scare from Chris
Crowther, after Fowler opened with a 15-11 first game
win, but Crowther was able to step up his game and
take the second 15-10. But Fowler refused to become
another statistic in the upset-laden field and rolled to
an 11-4 victory in the tiebreaker.
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Two minor upsets occurred in the round of sixteen, as
Jeff Bell and Woody Clouse were able to advance into
the quarterfinals. Clouse continued his march through
the draw with a victory over former champion and
two-time runner up Michael Bronfeld. Playing superbly,
Clouse took the match with surprising ease in two
straight, 15-9, 15-7. Bell was also impressive with his
downing of No.8 Dale Valentine. Leading with precise
passing shots, Bell stayed in control the entire match
and won in straight games of 15-11, 15-6.

After being challenged in a close first game by former
U.S. Team member and U.S. OPEN executive director
Doug Ganim, top-seeded Rocky Carson advanced to the
next round with a 15-14, 15-6 victory.

Team Qualifying Quarters

The Cinderella stories all ended on Friday as each of the
top seeds advanced in straight games to earn re-
appointments to the U.S. National Team.

The bottom bracket had been shaken up the most, with

the early exits of No.2 Eagle and No.7 Graham, leaving

No.10 Mike Guidry and un-seeded Woody Clouse to

battle for a semi-final berth. Clouse, who had first

knocked off Eagle, then Bronfeld, was shooting for his

first national team spot, but would have to go through

yet another proven player and current team member,

Mike Guidry. But Guidry’s experience showed as he

jumped out to an early lead and never looked back, |
taking the match in straight games, 15-9, 15-8. |

The remaining

seeds to reach

the quarterfi-

nals had also

reached them

last year, and

although

Carson and Huczek may have been surprises to make
the team in 2000, they were almost a sure bet for 2001.
Carson advanced with a close straight game defeat of
Jeff Bell, 15-10, 15-13, and Huczek continued to roll
through the tournament, without giving up a double-
digit game, as he defeated Chris Wright, 15-8, 15-6. Dan
Fowler also advanced in straight games over Brian
Fredenberg, 15-9, 15-9.
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to saving roughly the number of points that would
have been played in over 300 matches. Another
complication was that about 75% of the entrants
entered two events, making the actual draw equivalent
to about 340 players playing a round-robin tourney.

On the first day of the competition, things were going
along smoothly, and on time. At 3:00 p.m., Annie had
the tournament right on schedule. But at 3:15, Annie
received word of a family emergency that forced her to
leave immediately, along with her nieces and nephew,
all of whom had been staffing the tournament desk.
With a massive tournament in progress, we had no
tournament director or assistants to run it. Naturally,
this was a “conference-time” situation.

Saving the Day — As soon as Annie indicated her need
to depart, a number of players volunteered to drop out
of the competition to take over the tournament desk for
her. Thanks to great people like Dan Davis, Ken
VanZandt, Larry Lance, George Heidelmeier and Kyle
Smith the tournament moved ahead. They were joined
by NMRA members and directors Cece Palaski, Ron
McElwee, Dean Gruder, Pearce Grove, Ed Dalton and
numerous others who each chipped-in to do some
necessary task. It’s hard enough to run a major tourna-
ment and even harder when you have to fill-in at the
last minute.

Moving Along Nicely — Because of the very large
number of matches that had to be played, especially on
Thursday, sometimes we ran a little late. But the vast
majority quickly realized the difficulties that were being
handled by the volunteers. Not only did they have to
grasp the revised system, but they also had to try to
keep the tournament running as smoothly as possible
under the circumstances. Thanks to the good nature of
most of the NMRA players, few grumbles were uttered
and most people found it better to smile and enjoy.
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All's Well that Ends Well — Friday got back to normal
and very few matches were not played on time. By
Saturday, things were working quite efficiently, and the
tournament actually finished ahead of schedule. The
Friday evening buffet banquet at the beautiful Hilton
Hotel, followed by a great program of entertainment
and fellowship, made the tournament a great success—
but certainly one that we will talk about for years to
come. It does go to prove that there are some really
great people in the NMRA and in racquetball who will
work hard to make our organization and racquetball
both very successful.

Join us in West Allis, WI for the NMRA International
Championships, July 18-21 (but be sure to enter early).

FINAL RESULTS: MEN’S SINGLES — 45+: James Jones, CA; 50+: Thomas
Rall, CO; 55+: Ed Remen, NC; 60+: Leland Rients, MN; 65+: Jerry Holly,
CA; 70+: Joe Lambert, TX; 75+: Victor Sacco, NY; 80+: Bob McAdam, TX.
MEN’S DOUBLES — 45+: Howard Walker-TX/Pat Gibson-TX; 50+: Denny
Vincent-OH/Ed Remen-NGC; 55+: Johnnie Boyd-TX/Dan Jones-GA; 60+: Ed
Sword-KY/Terry Lambie-PA; 65+: Arthur Johnson-CO/Tom Penick-CA; 70+:
Bob Englund-MN/Ralph Stillman-MN; 75+: Dick Kincade-CO/Jack
Gushoe-NY; 80+: Charles Russell-CA/Bob McAdam-TX. WOMEN'S
SINGLES — 45+: Jere Luttner, TX; 50+: Karen Weins, FL; 55+: Mary Lou
Furaus, NM; 60+: Marquita Molina, CA; 80+: Mary-Low Acuff, NC.
MIXED DOUBLES — 45-54: Nan Higgins-NH/Dave Letsche-CO; 55-64:
Merijean Kelley-CA/Ron Pudduck-Ml; 65+: Mary-Low Acuff-NC/Earl Acuff-
NC. [See website for complete results and standings: www.nmrba.com]

Carow Passes On

Submitted by Geoff Peters

One of the truly remarkable ladies in our sport, Sue
Carow of Glenview, Illinois, passed away on May 25 at
the age of 63. Sue was a pioneer in racquetball and an
incurable gym-rat at the Lattof YMCA. She taught
lessons, played and practiced constantly, and truly
loved the sport. She would play anywhere, anytime —
just for the opportunity!

As many know, she won our State Championships in
Illinois several times, in both Open and Age group
competition and was an early participant (and feared
competitor) on the Women'’s Pro Tour (WPRA) in the
late 70’s and early 80’s. (Yes, the math is correct, she was
“over 40,” although we were not allowed to mention it
at the time). She was a lady who played, partied, and
lived life on her own terms — while raising a wonderful
group of kids as a single Mom. She was inducted into
the Illinois Racquetball Hall of Fame in April of 2000 —
a well deserved honor. We will miss her.

Memorials may be made to Palliative Care Center of the
Northshore, 2821 Central St., Evanston IL 60201-1221.
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Men's 24-A/B

filip Vesely, NV

Brian Feng, TX

Shannon Kohl, Mi

Brian Montgomery, NV
Chris Coy, OK

Vincent Creazzo, NY
Mike Gaffney, PA

Not a Member, TX

Mike Hester, AZ

Andrew Von Gerichten, MO

Men's 24-C/D

Bryan Shaw, MO
Kris Robinson, KY
Aaron Johnson, MO
Drew Toland, AR
Joseph Lee, LA

Not a Member, VA
Daniel Gutierrez, TX
Mitch Hoffman, TN
David Martin, PA
Paul Moore, NC

Men's 25+A/B

Ivan Perry, PA

Al Schof, LA
Marco Mijares, GA
Arturo Burruel, TX
Corbin Dirks, NC
Derek 1zzi, PA
Dana Mahar, NM
Jay Mathis, GA
Shaun Stone, OK
Ryan John, CO

Men's 25+C/D

1.

2.

3T
3T
5T
5T
7T.
7T
9T.
9T

Enrique Lodiza, CA
Jimmy Cho, AP

Brian Keteltas, NY
Curtis Smith, NC
Myron Brough, OH
John Halpin, CT
Jesse Jackson, OK
Chuck Myers, GA
Troy Barber, IN
Richard Campbell, LA

Men's 30+A/B

1

2
3.
4
5.
67T
6T
6T.

9T.
9T.

Kipp Atwell, LA
Alok Mehta, MA
Curtis Cox, WA
Brian Wetcher, MD
Dale Durboraw, OR
Aldrin De Lara, NY
Brad Pashai, VA
Tim Wigder, VA
Not a Member, VA
Steve Graham, MD

Men's 30+C/D

1.
2.
3.
4T,
4T
6T.
6T
8.

Patrick Knox, DC

Barry Gribble, DC
Stacey Young, VA
Sriman Chennareddy, TX
Aaron Paul Vincent, TX
Not a Member, VA
Felix Ruiz, NJ

Franz Morales, VA

RACQUETBALL

9T. David Cohen, MA

9T. Alexandre Francois, CA

Men's 35+A/B

1. Bobby Jackson, MS
2. Angelo Perilli, PA
3. Sunny Osagie, AR
4T Bill DiGregorio, Nf
4T Jeff Waters, TX

6T.  Carl Cook, NC

6T. Tom Keogh, NY
6T Robert Merriam, VA
6T. John Sanders, GA
6T Jake Skinner, NM

Men's 35+C/D
1. Alex Morelos, OK
2T, Jeff Bell, CT

2T, Ralph Nussbaumer, VA

2T, Rudy Olivares, TX

5. Robert Abbott, AR

6.  John Mason, IL

7T Not a Member, CO
7T.  Michael Miller Jr., GA
9. Ed Cantu, TX

10. Joe DeRoche, IL

Men's 40+A/B
Steve Myers, MO
Watmora Casey, IL

Bruce Bryant, NC

Gregg Mandell, IL
6T.  Not a Member, SC
6T Rob Gruner, NY
6T. Not a Member, IL
9T.  Alfred Baca, TX
9T Mark Burns, IL

1
2
3. Gwynne Edmunds, KY
4
5

Men's 40+C/D

1. John Mason, IL

2. Doug Sanders, TX
3. Jeff Birdwell, TX
4.  Herb Rose, VA

5. Keith Gardner, VA
6T.  John Cooper, OK
6T Jesus Huerta, GA
6T. Dave Slama, AZ
6T Oscar Vargas, TX
10. John Delgrosso, CT

Men's 45+A/B

1. Ed Fink, TX

2. Robert Frazier, AL
3. Esteban Lebron, CA
4. Doug Hebert, SD
5. Bill Wilt, TX

6T. Jim Brett, MD

6T. Pat Duboise, AR
6T. Jerry Goodwin, VA
6T. Jeff Tack, CO

10. Mark Casey, Ml

Men's 45+C/D

Garry Carter, CA
John Coaker, Mi
John Cooper, OK
Not a Member, TX
Joe Machado, OK
T. Michael Grosse, CO

AN =

Larry Knetzger, GA
Aristides Restituyo, VA
Dean Cline, Mi

Dan Whiston, Mi

Men's 50+A/B

Roger Aronoff, DC
Leo Klimaitis, IL
John Patalano, Ri
Eric Sigel, PA
Norman Hanks, TX
John Coaker, M|
Gary Duchaine, VA
Jerry Goodwin, VA
Ric Robles, IL

Keith Ellard, VA

Men's 50+C/D

NO LA WN =

8T
8T.

10.

John Coaker, Mi
Victor Zamudio, IN
Ray Meisner, IL

Not a Member, PA
Terry Ruhlen, VA
Peter Kochis, OK
Marc Chittam, DC
Larry Bobier, VA
Leon Booker, MD
Michael Grosse, CO

Men's 55+A/B

1.
2.
3.
4.
5T
5T
5T
5T
5T

10.

Fred Roe, CA

Ron Blackmon, TX
Mogens Klit Norlem, MD
Rog Beaudro, TX

Pete Blakeslee, AR

Willie Davenport, VA
Steve Douglas, GA

Luke St. Onge, CO
Wayne Toyne, VA
Wayne Thornton, AR

Men's 55+C/D

AL RN~

7T
7T
9.

10.

Peter Kochis, OK
Ron Maestas, NM
Marc Scher, TX
Buddy Baldwin, NJ
Willie Davenport, VA
Dean Hicks, OK
Pete Blakeslee, AR
William Gill, GA
Robert Sholly, TX
Stan Boose, GA

Men's 60+A/B

1.
2.
3.
4.
5T
5T
5T

Robert Hill, TX

Al Miller, OH

G. Kyle Smith, TX
Ray Rongquillo Sr, LA
Bob Baudry, LA

Don Davis, IL
George Scheffel, MS

Men's 60+C/D

AW =

Robert Sholly, TX
Pearce Grove, VA

Bill Dunn, TX

Clarence Newcomb, CO
Robert Fennell, TX

WOMEN

Women's 24-A/B

1.
2.
3T
3T
3T

6.
7.

Jesi Fuller, NM
Brenna Bilbrough, OR
Kelley Fisher, OH
Danielle Mathieu, MO
Not a Member, CA
Tish Rodgers, TX
Stephanie Bird, OK

Women's 24-C/D

LA wh =

1

2.
3.
4.
5T
5T
5T

8.
9.

10.

Laura Barrera, TX
Karissa Sparks, DC
Wesley Toland, AR
Danielle fJameson, TN
Kimberly Archer, OK

Women's 25+A/B

Nathania Stewart, GA
Esther McNany, CT
Candi Hostovich, VA
Stephanie Bird, OK
Vivian Gomez, FL
Veronica Ramirez, TX
Kathy Ropers, TX

Not a Member, NC
Ramona VonOndarza, FL
Danielle Emerson, MD

Women's 25+C/D

1.
2.

Karissa Sparks, DC
Cicely Samuel, NC
Claudine Andola, FL
Katy Rothrock, VA
Deanna Newell, AR
Abigail Placke, TX
Eva Alle, GA
Stephanie Jones, OK
Jan Stelma, NC
Sharon Wilks, NC

Women's 30+A/B

Karen Denu, VA

Karen Morton, PA
Ashley Darmer, VA
Valerie Willis, GA
Tammarrian Rogers, WA
Janice Ryan-Arnold, MD
Lynn Hiorns, IL

Maggie Smargon, MA
Sharon Steeley, SC

Women's 30+C/D

1.
2.
3.

Karen Marzano, IL
Not a Member, TX
Jennifer Maldonado, PA

Women's 35+A/B

1.

Yuni Cobb, WA
Rhonda Kochis, OK
Sandy McCall, TX
Janice Kennedy, GA
Laura Woodbury, VA
Maria Delli-Santi, VA
Jennifer Ward, OK
Aimee Perry, VA
Kelly Goddard, VA
Cheryl Kirk, IL

Women's 35+C/D

Sue Hunt, MS$

Felicia Jackson, TX
Donna Marx, VA

Jill Rogers, NM

Josie Taylor, AR
Sharon Wilks, NC
Molly Hedgecock, NC

Women's 40+A/B

Sandy McCall, TX
Kim Skerry, RI

Gwen Humphrey, VA
Rosie Gonzalez, TX
Not a Member, TX
Gail Parzygnat, IL
Rosario Kelley, KY
Cheryl Kirk, IL
Gennie Salinas, TX
Ynez Slaymaker, AK

Women's 40+C/D

1.

A wbh

wh~x

Aline Jackson, AR
Connie Coile, FL
Mary Moreland, FL
Maureen Schantz, VA
Ping Chu, VA

Susan Geers, VA

omen's 45+A/B

Pattie Schof, LA
Karen Green, Mi
Cheryl Kirk, IL

Kay McCarthy, TN
Deb Ulliman, OH
Vicki Leetch, AR
Shirley Sessoms, VA
Gail Parzygnat, IL
Ly Abbott, AK
Cynthia Huge, CT

Women's 45+C/D

Nila Gresham, CO
Nancy Gager, NJ

Anne Billingham, VA
Janet Christie, IL
Manifah Shabazz, GA
Bonnie Koehne, LA

Jan Stelma, NC
Bernadette Godwin, AR

Women's 50+A/B

1.
2.
3.
4.
5T
5T

Sharon Huczek, Mi
Pattie Schof, LA
Sharon Brockbank, ID
CeCe Palaski, CA
Suzanne Storey, TX
Veronica Yorski, MD

Women's 50+C/D

1.

Pat Fleming, VA

Women's 55+A/B

1.
2.
3.

CeCe Palaski, CA
Gail Schaefer, MD

Josine Haustermanns, OK

Women's 60+A/B

1.
2.

Marquita Molina, CA
Suzanne Storey, TX
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