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This new space-age technology has allowed HEAD to design the most solid hitting racquets ever! 

MicroGEL is a revolutionary silicone-based material that can support up to 4,000 times its own 

weight; this low density material is injected between the graphite layers throughout the entire 

frame. Upon ball impact HEAD MicroGEL compresses, absorbing and dispersing the impact to the 

entire frame, then returns quickly to its original shape. This creates incredible performance with 

ROCK SOLID POWER! 
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USA Racquetball (USAR) is the National 

Govern:ng Body for the sport of 

racquetball, recogn;zed by the US Olyrnpic 

Comrnittee and 1s committed to excellence 

and service to our members. We provide 

opportunities for members and enthusiasts to 

actively participate in the sport, througri 

sanctioning of events, admin,stration of 

programs and development of competitive 
teams. 

To prov ide racqu etbal l opp ortuniti es in the 
sport of racquetball for all levels of 
parti cipation through : 

Objectives: 
MEMBERSHIP SUPPORT - USAR vaiues its 

men,bers a'ld will strive to provide the best 

poss1bie rnernbe1· serv,ces at a:I ieve 1 s. 

MEMBERSHIP RECRUITMENT - USAR believes 

that 0 acquetball 1s a lifetin·,e endea•;or and 

the benef,ts of healtn, recreation, and 
co,.,.,petition should be avai,ab!e to 

e:;eryone. USAR ·.viii strive to expand its 

membership ,n order to share these benefits 

v;ith as many players and supporters as 

possbe. 

PROMOTION OF THE SPORT - :n orde, to 

sustain a strong player base USAR 1·1ii; 
promote the r1 umerous benefits of 

participation through mass mar~et:ng 

efio:-ts. 

COMPETITIVE SUCCESS - USAR stri·1es to 

maintain Amer,ca's pos1t;on as the number 

one racquetoail nation in the world. S1Jccess 

at ~he ei ite ie'.1eis has a positive infiuence on 

e-.,ery other facet of our soort. 

SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS - USAR values 
its retat;o:ish;p v,;!th sponsors and v1iii 

cortir"\0e to n1axir1ize be•1ef;ts and 

exoosure. 
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By James Hiser, Ph.D. 
USAR Exec utiv e Dire ctor 

Got a great racquetball 
story or a idea for an 
article? Send it to us. 

USA Racquetball 
1685 West Uintah 
Colorado Springs, CO 
80904-2906 
(719) 635-5396 

TheWhy's of 
RACQUETBALL 
As racquetball completes another season , it is intere sting to 

review some of th e conflicting issues th at seem to cause so much 

confusion among racqu etball's enthusiasts. 

Juni or programs in Oregon and Missouri 
prove that junior/hi gh school programs produce 
numerous benefits; prove profitab le for clubs; 
maintain a pipeline of players as they go to 

college and enter the work force; prov ide fitness 
benefits to participants; and creat e an excellent 
social atmosphe re and interaction opportunities 
for both girls and boys. Then why don't othe r 
states copy these blueprints for success and create 
similar programs? Why do many clubs still not 
allow juniors? Why don't high schools include 
racquetball as part of their physical educationa l 
curriculum? 

Statistics from court builders indicate that 
almost as many courts are being bui lt today as 
there were 15 years ago. LA Fitness bui lds 
numerous new clubs per month and includes 
from three to five racquetball courts in each. 

clubs. Then why don't clubs with courts 
emp hasize these benefits? Why do most women 
looking for health benefits avoid racqu etball as 
part of their physica l fitness regime? Why don't 
parents consider racq uetball as a cross training 
sport for their children 's other activities? 

Racquetball players represent great 
demographics - high income, educated and 
responsible. Then why hasn' t racquetball been 
able to attract more sponsors who want to 
penetrate this market? With over 2,000 clubs 
and 4-5 million players, why haven't sponsors 
identified racquetball as a viable niche for their 
product? 

Although I'm not sure there are any easy 
answers to why some of these inconsistencies 
exist, it is essential to review the situation and 
develop intelligent, common sense solut ions. 

"RACQUETBALL PLAYERS REPRESENT 
GREAT DEMOGRAPHICS - HIGH INCOME, 

EDUCATED AND RESPONSIBLE. " 

Then why do players still comp lain about not 
having enough court s? Why are court club 
ow ners so resistant to hiring racquetball 
professionals to promote their programs? Why 
are colleges cancelling racquetball as part of their 
physical education classes? 

The health benefits of racquetball rank it at 
or near the top of all activities offered in health 

The Board of Directors and other leaders in 
the sport will lend their ideas in a strateg ic 
planning session soon. Please make sure your 
thoughts are conveyed to state presidents and 
nationa l board members. It will take all of us to 
transfo rm the "w hy's" into "what's and how 's." 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

4 I USA RACQUETBALL I JULY-AUGUST 07 



From Ideas to Action 

By Cheryl Kirk 
USAR Boa rd 
Sec retary 

In the last issue of thi s 
mag az ine, USAR 
Board Pr esident Randy 
Stafford stated that 
U SAR must 
concentr ate on building 
racquetball for wome n 
and juni ors. I' ve heard 
some half-whispered 
pro tests here and there 
from male 
players . .. what about 
us? Men, please don 't 
feel dow ntrodden ... 
don't feel like you're 

being forgotten, unceremonio usly pushed to 
the side. To the contrary, this is for you, too. 

As of May in Houston, USAR 
membership stood at 13,266. Of that number, 
2,235 are female . That 's just shy of 17%. 
Women represent 51 % of the U.S. population. 
The point is, racquetball can 't th rive long­
term, even limp along, if we don 't crack the 
code on getting everyone involved in the sport 
-- all ages, both genders. 

I'm reminded of a women's leadership 
network I've worked with in the past. Early 
on, we had a challenging time convincing 
men to attend our annual conference . "It's a 
woman thing." The group's leaders realized, 
though, that men are essential to the mission 
of movi ng women to positions of increasing 
responsibility. W hy? Because they already 
have the numbers and thereby the power. 
We needed them to subscribe to the concept 
of Lift as We Climb. 

We are not overtly div ided in racquet ball. 
No one is actively trying to force anyone else 
out. Th ere are some who possess powe r and 
the resour ces to make an imp act, and we'd 
like to see them commit mo re in the futu re 
tha n they have in the past. Many individ uals 
are actively ded icated in thought and deed to 
changing the tide of women's participation. 

Growing women's racquetball. Don't th ink 
for one minut e that it's "a woman th ing." 
Instead , think about it this way ... ifwe 
impro ve numb ers of women playing 
racquetball and participating in tourn aments, 
then doesn't it stand to reason that the men 's 
numb ers just might increase as well? In 
essence, build ing women's racque tball is for 
everyone. It 's the path ofleas t resistance, the 
low- hanging fru it, the biggest and best way to 
keep the sport healthy for generations to 
come. 

Tow ard the challenge of spannin g the 
bridg e from ideas to results -- talk is cheap, 
action count s. Accordin g to USAR trackin g, 

on ly a small percentage of state funds are 
targe ted to women and junior init iatives. 
G rassroots activities at the club level are 
essential but sparse. Let's get to it ... 

Men, partn er with women at the club 
level to get more wome n playing racqu etball. 

Everyone, if you can bring two people into 
the sport next year, ma ke one a woman or a 
jun ior gir l. 

States , incorporate wome n's racq uetba ll 
activit ies into your strategic plans. 

States, get one women's event onto your 
tournament schedule very year. Men, staff 
the tournament desk so the women can play. 

US OPEN attendees, buy tickets to the 
women's pro events - go and cheer your 
hearts out for the women at the top of our 
sport. 

Women, come out to the tourneys, locally 
and nationally , too, if you can swing it. It's a 
blast! 

Women, speak up on what would get you 
to more of these tourneys. 

Tournament d irectors, what can you do 
with match schedules to comp ress women 's 
divisions into shorter timeframes? 

Club ow ners, if you don't have someone 
on staff to run women 's (and men 's!) 
racquetba ll leagues, ask sponsored players to 
pitch in . 

Sponsored players, app roach your club 
ow ners and offer to help with leagues and 
host Racque tball IOI instru ction for wome n. 
See if you can 't get those aerobics women to 
cross-tr ain! 

H igher level women players, reach out to 
the women who are just beginnin g and play 
with them! You can always practice your shot 
selection and your touch. 

Collegiate instru ctors and coaches, 
imp lore your female (and male) stud ents to 
appro ach clubs in their areas and stay with 
racquetball as they graduate and begin their 
new lives. 

Club owners, give these "brok e" college 
gradu ates a break as an investm ent in futur e 
use of your courts . 

Th ose are some ideas ... there are people 
out there who really get it, who are probably 
already doing a lot of the thin gs I just 
ment ioned. Send your ideas and success 
stories. G ive us agendas, form s, flyers, 
pictur es -- a really great way to see your and 
your cron ies' names and pictur es in this 
magaz ine! Recognition is a beautiful thin g ... 

Nat ional tou rnamen t women's events are 
designed to demo nstrate added value, to give 
mu lti-task ing women mo re reasons to show 
up. Jim H iser, H eather Fender and the 
Women's Committee sponso red H ouston 
Ladies' Night Out in 2006 and 2007. T his 
year, the fund raiser raffle of Ru ben 
Gonzalez 's painting, Spirit of the Journey, 
raised $2,790 in 48 hours for Susan G. Kamen 
for The Cure Foundation. The Women's 
Clinic hosted by Rhond a Rajsich, Kerri 
Wachtel and Brenda Kyzer netted an 
attendan ce of 35 women ... a full third of the 
attendees. 

The National Doubl es Women 's Meeting 
in Tempe last year was well attended. Geoff 
Peters (Official Righteous Brother) was there 
to record the minut es for us. 

And, oh, the RFTC tourney s - a lot of 
emotion, a lot of heart. What a perfect win­
win . . . women (and men!) helping women; 
women and girls competing in their first-ever 
tournament; players remembering those who 
have passed and appreciating those who are 
fighting to be with us still. Bring your best 
game, your donat ions, your smiles and a box 
of Kleenex to an RFTC tournament near 
you. T he 2006-2007 events raised over 
$90,000. 

Eve ryone who has helped build 
participation and members hip, take a 
moment to brea the in the sweetness of 
maki ng a difference. Th ank you. 

From Ideas to Act ion . .. it's not going to 
get better until ideas jump off a page and 
transform int o a com pelling reality. 

Tun e into the next issue of Racqu etball 
Magaz ine for more on grow ing wom en 's 
racqu etball- what's happe ning and who's 
responsible! 
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• 
~I PLAYERS HELPIN& PLAYERS 

2007 Donations 

A Level.$500 Plus 
Aaron Krebs 
Amos Rosenbloom 
Annie Muniz 
Fran Davis 
Jan Stelrna 
Jeff Elder 
Jeffrey Zegna 
Larry Rowland 
Lewis Forrest 
Mary Fish 
North Carolina Racquetball Association 
Stanley Mandel 

D Level - $50 plus 
Ali Paksoy Jr. 
Barry Clyde 
Blake Manning 
Craig Beardsley 
Denis McConway 
Denny Vincent 
DonChecots 
Lance Gilliam 
Nidia Funes 
Parris Geiser 
Paul Nicotra 
Pearl Torres 
Sandy Buckley 
Stanley Sessler Ill 
Traci Manuel 
Tyler Lanman 
William Rubenstein 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------. -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------· 
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YOU (K)AN FEEL IT CK)DMING 

CHRISTIE VAN HEES- 3 TlME US OPEN CHAMPION 

(eJ 2007 



In May 2008 at the National Championships in Houston, we will celebrate the 35th 

anniversary of the USA Racquetball Hall of Fame as well as our illustrious 

inductees. In honor of this milestone, there will be a continuing series of "Hall of 

Fame" articles focusing on racquetball Halls of Fame at the national and state 

levels. We have a number of state organizations that have recognized key 

contributors, leaders and top players in their states and regions. These individuals 

have also been critical to the success and growth of our great sport and we look 

forward to sharing their contributions with our readers. Please look for this new 

"Hall of Fame" section in upcoming Racquetball magazines! 



1973 
Larry Lederman I M ilw auk ee, W iscon sin 
(deceased) (Cont ributor, Indu cted 1973) 

La rry was the first 
pe rson to orga nize a 
na tional racquetba ll 
tourna ment , which took 
place in Milwaukee, 
Wisco nsin in 1968. He was 
both a foun der and the man 
behind the scenes in the 
development of the 
Internationa l Racquetball 
Association in 1969. Larry 

was the first national commissioner and was an 
active member of the early boards of directors. 
He was active in the development of racqu etball 
in Wisconsin as well as throughout the 
international communit y. He served as the state 
chairman in Wisconsin and organized that state 
program. Larry was the athletic dire ctor at the 
YMCA in Milwaukee when racqu etba ll was 
grow ing up. He helped the sport mature in both 
its popularity and orga nization. 

1974 
Charlie Brumfield I San Diego, California 
(Professional Athlete, Inducted 1974) 

Cha rlie is a legend of the 
1970s. H e was a handball 
player until a dislocated 
finger prompted him to 
take up paddleball in 1964. 
He won his first paddleball 
singles championship in 
1968, which led naturally to 
racqu etball. He wo n back­
to-back singles 
championships in 1972 and 

1973 and continued playing wo rld class 
racquetball for the next ID years. Charlie 
graduated Magna Cum Laude from the 
University of San D iego with degree s in 
economics and business adminis tration and then 
went on to earn a degree in law from USD 
during this period. He was a four-tim e National 
Singles champio n and in 1973 he won the 
National Doubles tide with partner Steve Serot 
and again in 1975 with partner Craig McCoy . 

Bud Muehleisen I L a M esa, Ca lifo rni a 
(Amateur A thlete/Contributor, ' 1982 
Inducted 1974) ' Gene Grapes I Ir win, P enn sylva ni a 

"Dr. Bud" Muehleisen (Amateur Athlete /Contributor, Inducted 1982) 
has sometim es been called ...---'l::l'!l!"'lr Ge ne was an early 
the mos t influ ent ial ma n in sup porter of the new sport 
racq uetball. He began of racquet ball. Pri or to the 
playing padd leba ll in 1962, - --.,u"·"'-• formatio n of the IRA, he 
won fou r na tional titles, wa o-•-«>-'• ... ..,. hel ped organize the sport 
then took up padd le rackets and played primarily in the 
in 1969, edging out Pennsylvania State YMCA-
Brumfield and winning one sponsored tournaments. He 

of the first national championships in the sport was elected to the board of 
that would become racquetball. Bud served on directors of the IRA in 1975 
the IRA board of directors for seven years as the and served as executive vice 
first rules committee chairman and was p resident during his tenure on the board. He 
instrumental in the early formation of the held five national doubles and national singles 
ga me's rules . He won an unp recedented 41 titles, in addi tion to national single s and doubles 
national titles. In addition, Bud served as a coach invitational titles. Gene overwhelmingly 
and teacher. a regular contribut or of dom inat ed his age gro up for nearly 10 years. 
instructional material to early magaz ines and 
worked with most of the major eq uipm ent 
manufacturers in developing racque ts, balls and 
other products. 

Joseph Sobek I Greenw ich, Connecticut 
(deceased) (Contributor, inducted 1974) 

Joe Sobek has been 
credited with inventing the 
sport of racqu etball. He was 
a club tennis pro in 
Greenwich an<l found that 
handball cou ld be modified 
with a strin ged racquet. Joe 
had the first racquetball 
racquet developed wi th a 
test run of25 in 1950. He 
then went to work wit h 

various companies to develop a prope r ball for 
the sport and began promoting it throu ghou t the 
countr y, founding the Paddle Rackets 
Association. He never compet ed in tournaments. 
When Robert Kendl er formed the IRA, Joe 
stepped aside. Tennis was in his blood and he 
faded from the racqu etball scene. 

Peggy Sterling I Odessa, Texas (deceased) 
(Professional Athlete, Inducted 1974) 

Peggy started playing 
racquetball in 1971. She had 
always been at hlet ic and 
was attending Odessa 
College on a tennis 
scholarship . She also 
compete<l in basketball, 
volleyball and fast-pitch 
softball before discovering 
racquetball. Peggy 

dominated women 's play in the early 70's and 
continued playing in the senior divisions prior to 
her death in 1991. In 1992, the USRA Female 
Age Division Athlete of the Year Award was 
renamed the Peggy Steeling Award in her honor. 
Peggy elevated the ga me of racquetball for 
women d uring her reign as champion. 

I.R. Gurner I Louisville, Kentucky 
(Amateur Athlete , Inducted 1982) 

Ik e start ed playing 
racquetball in 1962 at the 
Jewish Community Center 
in Louisville. He still plays 
occasionally, and fairly 
recently Ike was still 
practicing law in a semi­
retired fashion. It is said 
that you could check your 
watch by his ar rival at the 
center at 4:30 p.m. every day. 

Ike was instrumental in establishing the 
Kentucky Racquetball Association and served as 
a board member of the IRA. His lifelong 
doub les partner, Irv Zeitman, also of Lou isville, 
passed away in 1992. Ik e was known for his 
gentleman ly conduct and good sportsmans hip 
and was one of the forerunners of the two-wall 
pinch shot. 



Presented by HEAM . _penn 

Once and for all, can you tell me 
what Mental Toughness really is? 
I hear you and the pros talk about 

• it all the time. 

By Fran Davis 

"THE WILL 
TOWIN 
MEANS 
NOTHING 
WITHOUT 
THE WILL TO 
PREPARE." 

- UNKNOWN 

Answer : I have worked with many sports psychologists, but Dr. Lat ell Clark, a good friend of min e, 
summed it up quit e well with this form ula: 

MENTAL TOUGHNESS = DETERMINATION + PREPARATION 

Wow .. . a handful of athletes in all sports are 
the epitome of being Mentally Tough , but let's 
take a look at some of our own racqu etball 
professionals and stars. 

Jason Mannino - If you saw Jason at the 2006 
US OPEN when he was down 8-10 against Jack 
Hu czek in the 5th game, you wou ld ag ree he 
had to be Mentally Tough to win the tie-breake r 
12-10. 

Cliff Swain - H e is the only player on the !RT 
Tour to be ranked #1 six tim es ... that is Mentally 
Tou gh. 

Determinati on, the internal segment of the 
formula: 

I. Determination is setting a goal(s) for your self 
and not lettin g anyth ing get in your way of 
achieving it. 

2. Determination is looking at thin gs that get in 
your way as challenges that can and will be 
overcome, not as obstacles you can't conq uer. 

3. Determination is self-comm itment to 
ach ieving that goal. 

4. Determ inat ion is a burning desire, an inner 
drive inside you to mak e it happ en. You have 
heart and you are a fighter. 

5. Determinat ion is creat ing a firmne ss of 
purpose and a fixed intention. 

6. Determin at ion means you are dedicated to 
your goal. 

7. Determination means you are willing to invest 
the time and are disciplined enough to do 
what it tak es to get the job don e. 

Now you kn ow the inner secrets of what 
mak es Jason, Cliff and Rhonda so Menta lly 
Tough. You can apply the same to yourself and 
your lifestyle, if you decide to. Rem em ber this: 
H ow menta lly tough you are depends on how 
determin ed and how prepar ed you decide to 
show up. 

(Internal) (Extern al) 

Rhonda Rajsich - Ranked #1 on the WPRO 
Tour for 2 seasons in a row, Rhonda has just 
defended her title as National Singles Champi on 
in H ousto n, making it back-to-back wins. 
Achieving both of these is not easy to do . .. . it 
takes a very Mentally Tough player to reach thi s 
level of achievement . 

With these Mentall y Tough ath letes as prim e 
exampl es, let's take a closer look at that formu la 
and really see what make s them so tough. 

Preparation, the external segment of the formula: 

1. Pr eparing physically both in the areas of 
skills/techniqu es and conditioning (aerobic, 
anaerobic, weight training, and str etching) is a 
must. "Perfect practice makes perfect , not 
practice makes perfect." 

2. Pr epa ring nutriti ona lly is imp ortant so you 
don 't run out of gas or become 
dehydrated . . . you want to be able to go the 
distance at 100%. 

3. Prepa ring a plan. D evelop a plan of action not 
only for your matc h (a game plan ), but also for 
your train ing schedule (including work outs) 
and your vision. 

4. Preparing mentally. Pr e-game psyche plan , 
ritu als, routin es, visualization , focus, 
concentr ation, positive thinki ng and strateg ies. 

5. Prep aring to have fun and enjoy your self just 
for the simple pleasur es racq uetba ll provid es. 

6. Preparing to challenge yourself to go beyond 
your limit s. 

Hop e to see you at one of my camps for live 
personal instruction on this topic or man y other 
topics. T he next best thing is to buy my video if 
you can' t make a cam p at thi s time. 

Go to www.FranDav isRacquetba ll.com for 
details on both . 
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''A cany happens when 
the ball rests on the 
strings 'too long'. • '' • 

At the May 2007 meeting, the Board of Directors approved all five proposed rule changes 

with only one slight modification. They deleted the last sentence of the first proposal; 

therefore, the allowed warm-up time is now measured from the time all players have been 

notified of their court -- regardless of when the match was originally scheduled to begin . 

Sincere thanks go to all of you who took the time to vote and comment . These five 

changes will go into effect on September 1st of this year and you may look for a new 

rulebook to be published shortly thereafter. If anyone knows of a major sponsor that 

would like to see its product or service prominently displayed in this widely-distributed and 

often-read document, please contact either the National Office or me right away. 

An email from someone whose email address 
is "Sholtis" asked, "Is there such a thing as a 
carry? If so, please define." 

OTTO SAYS: Yes, there definitely is such a 
thing! A "car ry" happens when the ball rests on 
the strings "too long" and thus the stroke 
becomes more of a sling or a throw than a hit. 
This question has been cropping up at several 
tournaments lately and I suspect that it is 
because the IRT has eliminated that rule, 
according to their Chief Referee Jason 
Thoerner .. 

Another email, this time from Greg Schaffer 
of Christiana, Tennessee, posed this question: 
"Here's the scenario: Player B is behind Player 
A. Player A hits a shot that is returnable. Player 
B has momentary difficulty gett ing to shot -- not 
because of Player A's position , but because 
Player A unintentionally holds his follow­
through posture of both arms extended 
somewhat from body. Is this a hinder? Player A 
wants to hold this position at least until Player B 
moves and it is not the general position that 
Player B complains about, just the extended 
arms. If it is a hinder, is it a penalty hinder ? 

OTTO SAYS: First, a hinder does NOT have 
to be intentional to be declared a penalty hinder. 
Simply described, there just has to be something 
you could have done but failed to do, or else 
something you did do that you didn't have to do. 

Using that second criteria, holding one's 
arms in an extended position for no apparent 
reason would certainly be something that he did 

that he didn't have to do. So, if doing that 
impairs the other player, then it would be a 
hinder and probably a penalty hinder if he 
would have not hindered the other player had he 
not held his arm s extended like that. 

Sometimes a player will fail to move (just 
admiring his own shot) thinking that he hit an 
unreturnable shot, but if the ref thinks the other 
player could have gotten to it had he not been in 
the way -- that's a penalty hinder, too. 

Lastly, Russ Bonnano , Massapequa, NY, 
asked, "After the rally is over, are you allowed to 
strike the ball with force and just hit it angrily or 
aimlessly to wherever it goes?" 

OTTO SAYS: Regarding hard striking the ball 
after the rally has ended - it is absolutely not 
allowed! Moreover, it is one of the specific 
examples described as a technical foul for 
unsportsmanlike conduct in Rule 3.17(a)4. 
might give just a technical warning for a 
"reasonably safe" hard strik ing of the ball, but 
I'd certainly deduct a point right away if the 
strike was at all reckless, endangered a player or 
spectator, or exhibited an elevated anger level. 

Always "Play by the Rules!" If you don't 
have a copy, you can find and review them on­
line at: 
http ://www .usaracquetball.com/Default .aspx?tab 
id=839. Do you have a rules/refereeing 
question? Email it to me at ODietrich@usra.org 
and you might find it featured in an upcoming 
issue of Racquetball Magazine. 

By Otto Dietrich 
USA Racquetball 
National Rules 
Commissioner 
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By Connie Martin 
Director of Programs at 
Cascade Athletic Clubs 
in Gresham, OR and 
National Racquetball 
Hall of Fame inductee 

Promoting Racquetball 
in Your Community 
There are so many things you can do to promote racquetball within your 

community. Whether you are promoting memberships or lessons (that will lead to 

memberships!), you can get a big bang for your dollar. Your ideas are limited only 

by your imagination. Listed below are a few ideas for you to use. Remember to 

alter them for your club's needs ... 

Introductory Programs 
Offer introductory lessons as a one-time 

offering or short series. If you know a member 
of the club who is involved with a certain group, 
it is easier to offer these types oflessons. With 
fitness being a priority focus of many groups, 
racquetball becomes easier to promote. 

Set up a standard type of introductory 
program you can offer to these different groups 
of people. Have a preset card or letter where 
you can easily change the 

inventory. The perceived value of lessons only 
goes up when you can advertise $59 for a series 
of four one-hour group lessons and it includes a 
$99 racquet that you purchased for $15! 

Fairs 
Many clubs offer fairs or carnivals at their 

facilities with a health fair theme . Depending 
upon the type of facilities you have, you can offer 
activities such as free racquetball lessons, tennis 

lessons, body fat testing, 
name of the organization 
and dates. Groups/Events to Target 

Presidential Fitness Testing, 
fitness classes, etc. 

Instruction 
• Church groups 

• Schools - public, private, 
home schooled 

• Daycares 

• Wellness fairs 

• Service groups 

• Businesses 

• Boy Scouts/Girl Scouts 

• School PE classes 

• Community colleges and 
universities 

• Local newspapers 

• Senior centers 

• Singles groups 

• Adventure groups 

You could also set up a 
booth at malls or schools during 
their fitness fairs. Offer free 
lessons or discounted lessons or 
2 for I lessons during the fair. 
Show a video of top players 
and/or kids or adults playing 
recreationally . 

Partnerships 
Partnering with a business 

can be beneficial to both of you. 
You advertise their business in 
your program brochure or 
newsletter or on your bulletin 
board then hand out a flyer on 
racquetball membership 
specials or racquetball lesson 
specials. 

Schools 

Promote racquetball 
lessons in the many 
different media available to 
you. Just setting up your 
own program (which you 
advertise through your 
club's newsletter or 
program brochure) will not 
get the word out to those 
who do not see these media . 
You can advertise the 
lessons through the same 
groups as in the 
introductory lessons as well 
as other media such as PE 
classes in public and private 
schools, local newspapers, 
colleges and universities. 
Offering 2-for-l lesson 
specials seems to be very 
popular. Everyone likes something "for free." 
Offering instruction and giving away a free 
racquet is also very popular. Check with your 
racquet suppliers for last year's racquet closeouts. 
You can usually get a great deal on excellent 
racquets that are left over from last year's 

Advertise in local school 
newspapers. You can advertise for lessons, 
summer memberships or family memberships. 
Most sports also offer advertising in their 
program guides. 
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Presented by I; EICTEIDH. 

Cardio for Racquetball byB~• d·Kym 

Is there really any set or prescribed cardio workout that will provide you with maximum ability to play each match 

withou t getting tired, especially when playing in one or more divisions at a tournament ? In this article, I will outline 

my training tips that have led me to being able to play in up to three events in tournaments and still be able to give 

100% in all matches , with little or no fatigue, even when making the finals of all three! 

I have played racquet ball for nearly 30 
years. Like most racquetba ll players, I 
believed that playing racquetball 3 or 4 time s 
a week with an occasiona l card io workout 
was sufficient to excel on tournament 
weeke nds. I often battled that Sunday 
mo rnin g fatigue and I cannot remember a 
Monday morning after a tournam ent 
weeke nd when I d idn't question why (due to 
the inab ility to move or function for several 
days afterwa rds) I enjoyed playing 
racquetba ll to begin with! It wasn't until 
about a year ago that I discovered how 
tra inin g with both cardio and weights could 
have such an impact on both my endurance 
and performance . 

For me, it all began with a trip to a 
personal trainer. Consult a trainer to whom 
you can explain your racquetball routine and 
get him/her to provide a card io and weights 
rout ine that will provide optimal enduran ce 
for tournament play. Since everyone is 
d ifferent , make sure you express to the 
tra iner any exercise(s) that may not work for 
you. For me , due to a severe knee injur y, 
running and aerobics classes were not 
recommended by my orthopod and physical 
therap ist. H ere are my three card io exercises 
that are easy on the knees while still 
providing maximum benefit. 

The elliptical, when used properly, 
provides excellent cardio training. When I 
first started working out on the elliptical, I 
was barel y able to go 15 minutes at the easiest 
settings before becoming tired . With the 
average racqu etball match lasting 45 minutes 
to an hour, I quick ly realized that one of my 
first goals wou ld be to increase my time and 
resistance to exceed an average racqu etball 
match. With th is goal in mind , I found 
myself on the elliptical an averag e of5 times 
a week. I first worked on my time , then the 
resistance level, and eventu ally the incline 
height. Within 3 month s, I was averaging 45 
minutes, level IO resistance and a level 13 
incline (not bad conside ring I started at 15 
minut es, level 7 resistance and a level 8 
incline). It wasn't long before I start ed 
seeing the benefits on the cour t. Pr eviously, I 
would take timeouts, not because I was 
trying to slow my opponent down but 

Brenda Kyzer 

because I needed a break. I now have a new 
ou tlook on what timeouts are all about: to 
"stop the bleeding " when your opponent has 
momentum or has hit a str eak. 

O ne criticism I hear quite often rega rdin g 
the elliptical is how bor ing it can be. I 
couldn 't ag ree more! Racqu etball players, by 
nature , like fast-moving sports. So, how do 
you make it interesting ? I used many 
techniqu es to keep from getting bored. First 
and foremost was findin g something 
interesting to read. Magaz ines and book s can 
be placed on the elliptical and usually cover 
up the running time of your worko ut ! I also 
found that grabbing a machine in front of a 
television with good programmin g mad e the 
time go by. 

But, no matter how many tr icks you 
identif y to mak e the elliptical entertaining , it 
can get old. One of the other activities 
recomm ended was swimming. When the 
elliptical got to be just too boring, into the 
pool I wen t! Much to m y amazement , I 
found that I was not in the kind of shape that 

I thought from my recent successes on the 
elliptical. I was not able to swim more than 5 
minutes without stopping to rest. Because of 
this inability to swim for a long period of 
time , I qu ickly set a new card io goal to swim 
20 minut es non-stop. I asked swimming 
veterans how to increase my stamina. The y 
said that it takes a long time to get to where 
you don't get tired in a thirt y-minute swim. 
They taught me the importance of good 
breathing and proper stroke techniques. 
That adv ice led me to be in the pool at least 
twice a week, somet imes three , work ing on 
my breathing and strok es. Within six 
month s I was able to swim 20 minut es 
without a break. Second goal achieved . 

My third goa l of cardio excellence was to 
excel on the bicycle in organized spinning 
classes. With a spin instructor friend's 
encour agemen t, I attended an interm ediate 
class - my first ever. It was only 45 minut es, 
but it felt like two hours! I could n't believe 
how difficu lt spinnin g was, especially after 
my successes with the elliptical and 
swimmin g. I was exhausted! But at the 
same tim e, I was excited because I had 
discovered another new cardio challenge. 
Th e class was held on one of m y favori te 
racquetball nights , so I would do the 
spinning class right afte r work and then go to 
my racquetball club for two hours of playing. 
It was difficu lt at first, but I thought about 
how I was basically replicating racqu etball 
mat ches at a tournament. For anyone who is 
not fam iliar with spinning classes, a good 
instru ctor will incorpor ate both strength and 
enduran ce, essent ials for a good racquetball 
player. I now recommend spinning as my #I 
source for cardio excellence. 

My menu for success continu es to be this 
combination of elliptical, swimmin g and 
spinning classes. I mak e time for all thre e 
because of the benefits I have seen in my 
endur ance on the court . No longer am I the 
victim of a loss due to being tired or out of 
shape. I encourage anyone who experiences 
getting tired on the court to engage in any or 
all three of these cardio exercises. With 
perseverance, you too will see the benefits! 
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Today I want to 
address my magica l 
"Grip Change." I am 
often surprised how 
many players D O 
NOT chang e their 
grip from forehan d 
to backhand . . . which 
ultimately holds them 
back. All of the top 
pros including myself 
change our grips 
because it keeps the 
racquet head flat, an 
int egral part of being 
consistent . 

Let's take a look at 
both my forehand 
and backh and grips 
so you, too, can 
expenence more 
consistency .. . a must 
if you want to move 
up in your level of 
play. 
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Proper 
Forehand 
Grip 
Shake hands with the 
racque t so the "V" of 
your hand is on the 
top part of the 
racque t. 



Proper 
Forehand 
Contact 

Racquet head flat and 
parallel to the front wall 
and floor. 

Presented by 

HEAC, ® 

.penn 

Properly 
Chan_gecl 
Backtland Grip 

Proper 
Backhand 
Contact 

Improper 
Backhand Grip 

Keep racquet stationary 
and turn your hand 1/8 inch 
t oward the back wall so 
now the "V" of your hand is 
on the corner of the 
racquet and your knuckle is 
on the top. 

Racquet head flat and 
pa rallel to the front wall 
and floor. 

No Grip Change 
Racquet head is up and 
NOT parallel to the front 
wall or floor. 

I am known on tour to have the "best" 
backhand in the game. O ne of the reasons 
besides my total tech niqu e (see 1999 ... Pow er 
Backhand) is that I hit the ball the flattest and 
at full extension , both key ingredients in 
consistency. 

As you can clearly see, if 
you do not change your 
grip from forehand to 
backhand and instead use a 
forehand grip to hit 
backhands, the racquet 
head is up (#5) rather than 
flat (#4), thus your ball will 
stay up and this leads 
inconsistency . 

You too can experience the success I have 
had wit h my backh and by learnin g to change 
your grip ... one of the most im portant 
techniqu es of backhand mechanics. To learn 
how to change your grip you can pick up one 
of our instructional videos or attend one of 
our camps. Go to 
www.F ranD avisRacqu etball.com for detai ls. 
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The 2007 IRT Motorola 
Pro National Racquetball 
Championships By Dave Neg,ete 

Presented by Verizon Wireless• April 25-29, 2007 

Chicago, Illinois - The top IRT professionals 
in the world converged on the Schaumburg 
Tenni s Plus Club in Schaumburg, IL (a 
northw est suburb of Chicago) for the third 
year racquet ball's second Grand Slam event 
show cased the sport's best. Motorola and 
Verizon Wirel ess have been big support ers of 
this event and brought out all the stops 
bringing a whole new look to this year's 
tournam ent. As you entered the club, you 
were greeted by seventeen-foot 
MotorolaN erizon Wireless flags and 
Motorola "Bat Wings " throughout the club 
that led players and fans to the main stage. 

As the players entered the Motoro la 
Players' Village, IRT and event sponsors were 
set up and ready to prom ote their product s in 
their trad e booths. Th e VCAST VIP lounge 
was an addit ion to the event this year and 
provided an area for the pro players, sponsors 
and their custom ers to relax and enjoy the 
event. 

IRT professionals Jack Hucz ek, Jason 
Tho erner and Ruben Gonza lez had kicked 
off the event the weekend before as they 
mad e appearances with Chicago Bear 
quarterback Kyle Orton at various Verizon 
Wireless stores in Chicago. 

On Wednesday , fourteen amate ur players 
teamed up with the top fourteen IRT 
professionals for a charity pro-am to raise 
money for the Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation of Chicago . 

The week featured many junior clinics as 
the IRT pros gave back to the sport. Shane 
Vanderson hosted a hard hit contest for the 
kids on Saturday and Rocky Carson 
conducted a clinic and skills competition. Ben 
Croft helped out with the local Boys & Girls 
Clubs, introducing them to the game for the 
first time. 

On the weekend, players and fans were 
treated to some great parties with AC/DC 
cover band "Dirty Deeds" jamming in the 
Motorola Players Village on Friday evening 
and a Night with the Pros on Saturday at the 
Hyatt Regency Woodfield . 

The fans witnessed some unbelievable 
racquetball throughout the week, probably 
the highest quality play of the season on the 
main stage. Year-end rankings were at stake 
here in the IRT's last event of the season. The 
IRT field boasted over 50 players and the 

USAR Regionals portion had the largest 
draw in many years with over 450 amateurs. 

Th ere were a few upsets in the round of 
thirty -two as Canadian Kri s Odega rd 
defeated Sudsy Monchik. Fellow Canadi an 
Brian Istace beat Colomb ian Alejandro 
H errera in a five-game battle. Minnesota 
native John Goth took out the legend Ruben 
Gonzalez in four and Mexico's Javier Moreno 
surp rised Andy 
Hawth orne by 
winning in four 
games to advance 
to the round of 
sixteen. 

The round of 
sixteen saw only 
two surpris es as 

Javier Moreno Ben Croft and friend 
continued to play 
some great ball, 
defeating Jason 
Tho erner in four games, and Ben Croft won 
a five-game thrill er in front of his hometown 
fans against Chris Crow ther. All the other 
seeds advanced: Jack Hucz ek, Jason 
Mannino, Alvaro Beltran, Rocky Carson, 
Mitch Williams and Shane Vanderson. Th e 
most notable round of sixteen match was the 
changing of the southpaw guard as six-time 
#I Cliff Swain bowed out to Mitch Williams. 
Cliffs stellar career concluded this weekend 
and everyone in the racquetball world will 
miss him . 

The quarterfinals were all battles and 
fantastic racqu etball . Shane Vanderson and 
Alvaro Beltran started the day with a five­
game thriller with Vanderson coming out on 
top (8), (2), 6, 8, I 0. Both players left it all on 
the court. Then Mitch Williams and Rocky 
Carson were up next and the level of play 
remained high. Mitch came out pounding 
serves to take the first, but Rocky regrouped. 
Despit e a slight ankle sprain Williams gave it 
his all, but Carson came out on top (9), 3, 5, 3. 
The ever-entertaining Javier Moreno entered 
the stadium court with a mask on and 
brought the crowd to its feet as he took a 
page out of the WWF. Mask or no mask, 
Jason Mannino came to play ball and put an 
end to Moreno's great run (9), 4, 5, 8. Jack 
Huczek and Ben Croft rounded out this day 
of racquetb all with a good match as Croft did 

The event raised over $15,000 for the 
JDRF, Hopeline and PCAA. Thanks to 
all the fans and players for your 
contribut ions, and thanks to all the 
sponsors and box holders for your 
generous support! 

To Sue and Leo Klima itis, Pat and 
Mary Taylor, Keith Minor , Howard 
Miller and Mark Oda: the IRT cannot 
express enough how important your 
support means to the event and the 
tour. Thank you again for allowing the 
sport to be showcased in such a 
fantast ic way! 

Thanks to Dr George Pappas and wife 
Linda; Gary Danno, Tony Cosmano 
and Mike Origer for supplying the 
hospitality for the VCAST Lounge . 

Thank you to Genesco for adding 
another degree of professionalism to 
the event . Also to Ashley Herr of 
Motorola for working so hard to make 
this a great event for the IRT. 

The IRT rece ived many emails and 
notes complimenting the event staff 
and how fr iendly and organized the 
event was. Karen Denu, Martha 
Huske, Diane Bunker, Julie Vincent, 
Lynne Weisbart, Dennis Negrete and 
Liz Molitor - with all of you at the 
helm, you ensure this event's success! 

Thank you to Jim Hiser, Doug Ganim, 
the USAR staff, Otto Dietrich and 
Orlando Mayo for your behind the 
scenes contributions. 

To the host clubs, Schaumburg Tennis 
Plus and Forest View Racquet Club, 
we thank you for letting us invade 
your facilities for two weeks. Much 
appreciation to managers Jaime Vine 
(STP) and Jim Thurber (FVRC). And 
many thanks to the ISRA for their 
support in staffing the Forest View 
tournament desk. 

Lastly, thank you to all the IRT 
professionals for your continued 
professionalism and leaving it all on 
the court! 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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his best to pull off an upset of the #I Hucz ek. Jack has played solid 
ball all year and continued to do so in this match, winning in three I , 
7, 9. 

The semifina ls pitted #3 Rocky Carson and #2 Jason Mannino with 
the winner securing the numb er two-year end ranking . This match 
was made for television, full of excitement and great shot making as 
both playe rs were at the top of their game. A 2 hour match ensued 
and Mannino emerged the victor on this Saturday afte rnoon 9, (9), 7, 
(4), 9. Th e second match featured #I Jack Huczek and #5 Shane 
Vanderson . Huczek took the first two games in typical Huczek 
fashion and just when you thought Shane was done, he came back 
with a vengeance, taking the next two games and extending it to a 
fifth . Hucz ek was ready in the fifth and took the game and match in 
another two hour plus marathon 6, 4, ((9), (12), 5. Their enthusiasm on 
par with the play of the pros, the fans left the arena as tired as the 
players! 

The stage was set for the Sunday final with #2 Jason Mannino 
facing off aga inst #I Jack Huczek . The excitement was building as 
Huczek had yet to win an event on this portabl e court whi le Mannino 
has always played very confidently on it, winning two US OPEN 
titles. Mannino gave it his all in this one, but it wasn't enough. 
Huczek played very steady ball and won his first major title on the 
stadium court . 

At the check presentation, Dan Aderhold of Motorola announced 
that Motorola and Verizon Wireless would continue its support of 
racquetball and sponsor another Grand Slam event for the IRT in 
Colorado Springs. September 12-16, 2007. A special thanks goes to 
Dan for his efforts in bringing the !RT and the sport of racquetball to 
the next level. 

IRT RANKINGS 

RANK NAME 

HUCZEK, JACK 
racquetball warrior as he 2 MANNINO, JASON 
played his last IRT event in his 

3 CARSON, ROCKY home city. Cliff had taken 
some time off since the US 4 BELTRAN, ALVARO 
OPEN to attend to his new 
business venture in Naples, 5 VANDERSON, SHANE 

Florida: Lucky's@951, a 6 WILLIAMS, MITCH 
sports-style bar and restaurant. 

7 CROWTHER, CHRIS Much to his fans' dismay, he 
bowed out of the event early at 8 THOERNER, JASON 
the hands of Chris Crowther. 

9 CROFT, BEN 
Swain knows how to play 

the game one way -- at full 10 HAWTHORNE, ANDY 
speed and leaving nothing on 
the court -- and he did that 
here in Boston. There was a great retir ement party in the loung e at the 
club on Saturday night whe re friends and family joined in a tribute 
and semi-roast of this great champion. A great time was had by all. 

Jack Huczek won his first IRT title here in Boston and seems very 
relaxed in this venue. This weekend was no different as he took the 
title again, defeating Rocky Carson in the finals 6, 7, 3. Jack played 
solid ball all weekend , getting to the fina ls by beating Alvaro Beltran 
in the semifinals 7, 8, 7. Carson brought his "A" game with him to 
Boston, reaching the finals by defeating Jason Mannino 4, 9, 6. This 
was Rocky 's third final of the season. 

F oxwoods Resort 
and Casino 
Continues as Title 
Sponsor of the 2007 
Red Swain 
Memorial 
Racquetball Event 

Hats off to Lorraine 
Feeney and her stellar 
event staff. Everyone 
feels welcome! 

Shane Vanderson 
Wins the 2007 
Florida Open 

March 22-25, 2007 

Boston, MA- Foxwoods Resort and Casino 
continued its long-term support of the !RT Red 
Swain Memorial event in March. Tournament 
director Lorraine Feeney was excited about this 
year's full-ranking $15,000 event that brought the top 
men's professionals in the world back to the Boston 
area. Foxwood's continued support goes hand-in-
hand with tour veteran and six-time IRT #!Cliff 

Much gratitude to Mike 
Holder of Foxwoods 
(www.foxwoods.com) for 
your many years' support 
of the IRT, not only of 
the event but also for 
Cliff Swain in providing 
him the opportunity to 
showcase his skills 
around the world . 

Thanks to the Boston 
Athletic Club for hosting 
this prestigious event . 
Playing in the great city 
of Boston and at a club 
with so much history is 
an honor for the IRT and 
its players . 

May 4-6, 2007 

Sarasota, Florida - Shane Vanderson defeated 
Canadian Mike Green in a five-game battle (9), 7, 8, 
(9), 5 to tak e the Florida Open Titl e this year. 
Vanderson defeated IRT professional and New 
York native Jason Sylvester in four tough games in 
the semifinals. Sylvester has given some impressive 
showings on the IRT this past season. Green reached 
the finals by taking out Colombia's Alejandro 
Herrera in four close games. 

Herrera had a solid season this year, finishing as 
the #12 ranked player in the world. Green, a former 
top eight !RT pro, has been absent from the IRT the 
past two years but has continued to play selected 
events as well as maintaining his status as the #I 
player in Canada by competing in national events. 
Vanderson finished the year with the highest 
ranking of his young career at #5. The event was a 
first for the IRT in the great city of Sarasota and 
event director Kimberley Roy ran a superior event. 

Swain's dedication to the event . Foxwoods is one of Cliff s tour 
sponsors and has been a contributor to the event in memory of Cliffs 
father, Red, who lost his battle with ALS a few years ago. The event 
raises money for the Angel Fund , a charity dedicated to researching a 
cure for ALS. Th e event was held at the Boston Athletic Club in the 
city proper . 

The IRT is looking forward to returning to Sarasota next season as the 
event steps up to a full-r anking Tier I event, March 6-9, 2008. 

This event was a send-off of sorts for Cliff Swain. Faithfu l 
supporters from the northeast came out to say good bye to this great 

Exciting times for Florida and the !RT! Keep your eyes on www .irt­
tour.com for more details on the 2008 !RT Florida Open Racquetball 
Championships. 

continued on page 18 

POINTS 

4526 

3791 

3529 

2936 

2520 

2145 

1991 

1879 

1804 

1534 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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@D 
2007 Lynmar Classic 
By Dave Negrete 

Colorado Springs - The Lynmar Racquet and Health Club was 
the host club for the Lynmar Class ic. The club also serves as the 
official training center for the USA Racquetball team. With two 
great back wall glass courts and amp le seating for the fans, this is a 
perfect venue for the IRT to showcase its star players. The 
amateur draw was the largest in years, making this the premier 
event in Colorado racquetba ll. 

The Lynmar Racquet and 
Health club is a great 
venue for a pro event. 
The fans are 
knowledgeable and 
embrace the IRT with 
open arms. The twin 
back wall courts with 
ample seating create a 
great tournament 
environment . 

Great job by Eddie 
Meredith on hosting his 
second full-ranking 
event. Eddie has run this 
event for years and is a 
great asset to the sport 
of racquetball. 

Thanks to Jim Hiser for 
all your support of this 
event, working the desk 
and sponsoring the 
event. 

Thank you to all the 
sponsors of the event 
and we look forward to 
coming back next 
season. 

Event director Eddie 
Meredith puts on a great 
tournament with the help of a 
fantastic support staff. With 
his lovely wife Mary at the 
helm , son Chuck doing 
whatever is necessary to keep 
the event running smoothly, 
and Diane Feldstein keeping 
the matches on time, everyone 
at the event had a fine 
experience and saw some 
great !RT action. 

Jason Mannino emerged 
the victor at this event, 
defeating Mexico's Alvaro 
Beltran in a five-game match 
(1), (6), 5, 5, 5. Beltran came 
out on fire in this match and 
looked to be on his way to his 
first IRT title when he mad e 
mention that this was "my 
ma tch" to Jason and the 
crowd. Much to the crowd's 
delight, Mannino turned to 
the crowd and stated that it 
was not over and get ready for 
some racquetball. Mannino 
backed up his words and took 
the next thr ee games and the 
first place winner's check. 

Beltran had made it to the 
finals by taking out #I Jack 
Hu czek 10, (8), (0,) 9, 8. This 
was a barnburn er of a match 

that saw Beltran lose his cool in the th ird only to come back and 
w in. Rocky Ca rson put up a good fight in game one against 
Mannino in the other semifinal but lost the next two rather easily 
and with little fight 12, 3, 3. 

Ben Croft continued his stellar play, upsetting Shane 
Vanderson in the round of sixteen and eventuall y bowing out in 
the qu arters to Huc zek. Jason Thoerner also found his game and 
a spot in the quarters against Beltran, but Alvaro had too much 
game in this one, winnin g in thr ee straight . Mitch Williams 
exhibited an impr essive showing aga inst Rocky Ca rson in the 
quart ers in a four-gamer , losing three close ones. Chr is Crowther 
had a five-game war with Andy H awt horne in the sixteen 's and 
ran out of gas against Mannino in the quarters. Th e depth of the 
draw was stron g. Youngsters Charlie Pratt and Jordan Walters 
looked impressive, as did veteran Woody Clouse in the round of 
sixteen. 

INTERNATIONAL RACQUETBALL 
TOUR SCHEDULE 2007-08 SEASON 

AUG . 23-26 NEW ORLEANS , LA. 

SEPT. 6-9 CHESA PEAKE, VA 

SEPT. 13-16 MOTOROLANERIZON 
WIRELESS IRT WORLD 
CHAMPIO NSHIPS 

SEPT. 20-23 KANSAS CITY, MO 

OCT. 4-7 BOWLING GREEN, KY 

OCT. 11-14 TORO NTO,CA NAD A 

OCT. 19-21 MAD ISON,WI 

OCT. 19-21 GRAND RAPIDS, Ml 

OCT. 25-28 ALBUQUERQUE, NM 

NOV. 2-4 LONG ISLAND, NY 

NOV. 2-4 SAN LUIS POTOSI, MEXICO 

NOV. 9-11 PORTLAND, OR 

NOV. 14-18 MEMPHIS, TN 
US OPEN 

JAN. 17-20 LONG ISLAND, NY 

FEB. 7-10 SIOUX FALLS, SD 

FEB. 14-17 SEATTLE, WA 

FEB. 21-24 TIJUANA, MEXICO 

FEB 29 - MARCH 2 SCHERERVILLE, IN 

MARCH 6-9 SARASOTA, FL 

MARCH 13-16 ORANGE COUNTY, CA 

MARCH 28-30 YORK, PA 

MARCH 28-30 GREENVILLE, SC 

APRIL 3-6 ALLENTOWN, PA 

MOTOROLA PRO NATIONALS 

APRIL 23-27 CHICAGO, IL. 

Dates and cities subject to change. 

PRIZE MONEY DETERMINES TIER LEVEL: 

GS GRAND SLAM 20K Minimum 

T1 = TIER 1 FULL RANKING EVENT $17.SK 

T2 = TIER 2 $10-$15K 

T3 = TIER 3 $5-$10K 

T4 = TIER 4 0-$5K 

Pro-am players - Lynmar Classic 

T1 

T1 

GS 

T1 

T1 

T1 

T3 

T4 

T1 

T4 

T2 

T4 

GS 

T1 

T2 

T1 

T1 

T4 

T1 

T1 

T4 

T3 

T1 

GS 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Rhonda Rajsich Claims 2007 
Chemtech/Ektelon Pro Nationals Title 
and Secures Season Ending # 1 Rankmg • A Racquet For The Cure• 

Toomcmeru 

May 4-6, 2007 By Shannon Feaster 

New Orleans - Rhonda Rajsich held onto the 
#1 spot on the women's pro racquetball tour by 
capturing the 2007 Chemtech/Ektelon Pro 
Nationals in the Big Easy last weekend at the 
Elmwood Fitness Center in Harahan. 
Phoenix-based Rajsich dominated her bracket 
without dropping a single game until the 
finals, where she faced 17-year-old Mexican 
junior champion Paola Longoria of San Luis 
Potosi. (Longoria made history as the youngest 
player to ever advance to the quarterfinals of 
the US OPEN championships in 2004.) 
Rajsich overpowered Longoria, defeating the 
young star in four games 4, 3, (5), 8. This was 
Longoria's first semifinals and finals 
appearance on the WPRO tour and the second 
#1 season ending ranking for Rajsich. 

On Thursday before the tournament 
began, WPRO pros toured the affected areas of 
Hurricane Katrina, which struck New Orleans 
in August of 2005, and witnessed the 
devastation left in its wake. 

"The Katrina tour set the tone for the 
championship and left the WPRO pros in awe 
of what New Orleans residents have endured. 
It really put into perspective how fortunate 
most of us are to have homes to return to. The 
WPRO was honored to contribute in any way 
we could in promoting the Big Easy as a 
destination spot that still has a lot to offer 
visitors and residents," said Shannon Feaster, 
Commissioner of the WPRO. The French 
Quarter and Bourbon Street are flourishing 
and Jazz Fest, which took place the weekend 
before and during Pro Nationals, was as 
popular as ever! 

Tournament directors Al Schaf and Beth 
Sacco put on a great tournament with help 
from Anthony Zeringue, Al Reagle and Pattie 
Schaf. Proceeds from the event benefited the 
local affiliate of the Susan G. Kamen for Th e 
Cure breast cancer foundation. The events and 
matches were broadcast live online throughout 
the weekend, courtesy of Racquetball Online 
(www.Racquetba llOnline.tv), which draws tens 
of thousands of viewers from all over the 
world . 

Local specialty chemical and engineering 
service company, Chemtech Chemical Services, 
LLC (Scott D. Trahan, General Manager) and 
Ektelon Racquetball were the title sponsors of 
the WPRO Pro Nationa ls. Also supporting 
the tourney were leading printing company 
Crystal Clear Imaging of Harahan and the 
Louisiana Racquetball Association. Randy 
Strassel (General Manager) and Damon 

Kremer (Assistant General Manager) were 
instrumental in ensuring that Elmwood 
Fitness Center (a service of Ochsner) was 
prepared for this marquee event . 

Jim Leslie of Bourbon House Restaurant, 
Mimi's Italian Restaurant, Wakefield Wines of 
Australia, Chambord Liqueur, Woodford 
Reserve Bourbon , Finlandia Vodka, Herradura 
Tequila and Evian Water provided exceptional 
hospitality to tourn ament players and guests 
throughout the weekend . Bill Deibel and 
Ricky Andrew of Marbleized Memories 
created memorable awards for event finishers. 

Special thanks to Pro/Sponsor Doubles 
event participants : Guy Keller, Charlie 
Hollinger, Wayne Skinner (Premier 
Automotive Group), Joe Brinz, Pattie Schaf 
(Connections Magazine), and Beth Sacco 
(Republic Beverage Company). They 
partnered with top pros during the Pro/ Am 
Sponsor Doubles event to kick off the 
tournament on Thursday night . 

The WPRO would like to thank its 
national tour sponsors, including: Ektelon 
Fireball (official ball); Python (official grip); 
Advocare (official supplement provider); and 
Racquetball Online (official webcaster). 

The Tour would also like to acknowledge 
its official partners: Carl & Marcia Wallace of 
Yazoo City, Mississippi; Racquetworld 
(www.racquetworld.com); HEAD; Wilson 
Racquetball; Racquetball Academy 
(www.racquetballacademy.com) of Denver , 
Colorado; Tischer Autopark of Silver Spring, 
Maryland; and Chemtech Chemica l Services, 
LLC of Geismar, Louisiana . 

Al Schof, Rhonda Rajsich, Shannon 
Feaster, Paola Longoria, and Anthony 
Zeringue 

WPRO RANKINGS 
As of May 1, 2007 

RANK NAME 

1 Rajsich, Rhonda 

2 Wachtel, Kerri 

3 Gudinas Holmes, Cheryl 

4 Grisar, Angela 

5 Van Hees, Christie 

6 Kyzer, Brenda 

7 Walsh, Kristen 

8 Salas, Samantha 

9 Shattuck, Jo 

10 Moore, Diane 

TOUR SCHEDULE 
2007-08 SEASON 

POINTS 

1327.29 

1031.50 

977.00 

884.79 

812.00 

595.50 

561.50 

400.50 

366.15 

304.75 

Sept. 13-16 - Fayetteville, NC / Outback 
Steakhouse Blast It! 

Oct. 11-14- Burlington, Ontario, CAN/ 
Canadian Open 

Oct. 25-28 - Sacramento, CA / WPRO Pro 
National Doubles 

Nov. 2-4 - Long Island, NY / Long Island 
Open (satellite) 

Nov. 14-18 - Memphis, TN/ Choice 
Hotels US OPEN 

Dec. 6-9 - Arlington, VA/ Christmas 
Classic 

Jan. 10-13 - Panama City, Panama / Canal 
Challenge 

Jan. 24-27 - Sacramento, CA/ Super Bowl 
Open 

Feb. 7-10 - Phoenix, AZ./ Ektelon Fireball 
Rollout 

* Feb. 15-17 - Rawlins, WY / Pepsi 
Premier (satellite) 

Feb. 28-March 2 - Miami, FL / Great Balls 
of Fire 

March 13-16 - Fountain Valley, CA/ OC 
Open (satellite) 

March 28-30 - Harrisburg, PA / Harrisburg 
Pro-Am 

April 3-6 - Seattle, WA/ Emerald City 
Open 

April 17-20- News Orleans, LA/ WPRO 
World Championships 

* Denotes TENTATIVE Events 
Unless otherwise noted, all stops are Tier 1 level or higher 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------. ---------------------------------------------------------------. ------------- - --- -- --- --- ------------------------
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~OCK SOLID 
POWE~! 

CONG~ATULATIO ... 
...:JACK Er MITC 

Top players know that HEAD equipment delivers the power and performance they need to play their best. Like #1 

ranked Jack Huczek, dominating the IRT last season with 9 wins in 13 events including the Grand Slam 

season ending IRT Pro Nationals. And Mitch Williams, winning his first National Singles title by completely 

dominating the competition with his devastating power. In fact, HEAD players represented 3 of the 4 semi-finalists 

in the Men's Open division at the Nationals. 

Want to play your best? Join the winning team and experience ROCK SOLID 
POWER for yourself! 



rhonda 
RAJSICH 
When did you know you wanted to 
be a professional racquetball player? 

For as long as I can remember. I first 
picked up a racquet when I was 2 years old 
and we all know how that story goes, and 
now here I am! 

What motivates you to keep being 
the best? 

My own feeling inside that I have a lot of 
room to cont inue to be better. I don't want to 
be one of those ath letes who "has so much 
potential" and never realizes it. I want to 
reach that, then redefine it and keep go ing. 

Now that you are at the top, has 
your role changed a bit in the sport? 
You are a key figure who could have 
some influence in the sport. 

I hope so ... I have my iron s in a lot of fires 
right now and I hope that I can bring my off­
court endeavors into harmon y with my 
racquetball success and bring this game to a 
who le new aud ience. 

What are the three best things about 
being a professional racquetball 
player, and what are the three worst 

things about being a professional 
player? 

Three best: lifelong friends hips and 
common bond oflove for this game; the 
traveling and exciting places I've been for 
compe tition s; that I get to do wh at I love for 
a living. 

Three worst: that all racquetball pros are 
severely underpaid and underrated; that the 
game still has the stigma of someth ing that 
older executive s do on their lunch hour while 
they're closing a deal; and not many people 
truly underst and or app reciate the evolution 
of the pro game . 

At this point, what separates you 
from the others? Is it just match 
experience? Your work ethic? 

I'm not sure. I don't really kn ow what the 
others do or how they train, but with every 
tournament I play I feel like I learn 
somethin g about myself that pu shes me 
harder to do better next time. 

How important is emotion in your 
game and success? 

all in my play. I just want to have fun and 
take the game to new levels. 

You've had a chance to do some 
pretty fun off-court stuff. Any 
experience or two that really stand 
out as particularly enjoyable or 
memorable? 

Tha t vault is almost way too large to sift 
throu gh to find any particular exampl e. All I 
can say is that I have been extremel y blessed 
to have had all the am azing expe riences and 
met so many great people throughout my 
life. Racquetball has been the gateway that 
opened many of those opportun ities. I am 
trul y the luckies t person I know. 

As the #1 player in the world, 
something you've obviously dreamed 
about and worked hard for, what wi11 
it take for you to maintain 
everything that goes into repeating 
that for next year? 

After finishing #I at the end of last 
season, I have spen t most of this season 
honing in on the answers to that qu estion. 

"I STILL LOOK UP TO AND ADMIRE 
THE LADIES WHO PAVED THE WAY 
FOR ME TO DO WHAT I LOVE, AND 
I CAN ONLY HOPE TO MIRROR 
THEIR EFFORTS ... " 

I think it's very import ant in my play. 
There are time s when I know I have pu lled 
through a match on emo tional ene rgy, my 
own as well as the crow d's. 

Is being in the next generation of the 
women considered to succeed Cheryl 
and a few others something you can 
embrace, or does that add pressure 
to your performance in the sport? 

I emb race it who leheartedly. I still look 
up to and admir e the lad ies who paved the 
way for me to do what I love, and I can only 
hope to mirror their efforts for those younger 
kid s coming up. I don't feel any pressur e at 

feel I have a grea t formul a and an incredibly 
supporti ve team of family, friends, and 
sponso rs supportin g the continuation of my 
journ ey to get better and better and achieve 
the goals I set for myself. 

Anyone you would Uke to thank or 
acknowledge that may have inspired 
or helped you to achieve your finish 
at#1? 

Always! Of course, my mot her and 
father for all the sacrifices they have made for 
me to live my dr eams. My sponsors, Ektelon, 
Advocare, OneShot, Sixthman 

continued on page 22 
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INTERVIEWS with the 

~ V O ~ 
continued from page 21 

Co mmuni cat ions, Royste r Productions, 
Racquetball Warehouse, JK Spo rts Age ncy, 
F un 2BFit, Touch of H ealth, Life Balance 
Chirop ractic (who have been incredib ly 
supporti ve and instrumenta l in elevating my 
game), Jim Winterton for helpin g me use 
my at hlet icism and for coachi ng me from 
afa r (thank you Racquetballonline.tv!), and 
Darcy Rogers for her unconditi onal love and 
supp ort in ope nin g me up to new stre ngt hs 
and possibilities. 

mitch 
WILLIAMS 
When did you know you wanted to 
be a professional racquetball 
player? 

Actually the dr eam began when I was 
about twelve years old and watched th e 
Tourn ament of Champions in Portl and 
Oregon. I still rememb er to this day 
watching the pros play and thinkin g that 
this is the coolest sport I have ever watched . 
From that day forward, I have had the 
dr eam of playing racqu etball as a job, if you 
could really call it th at. 

What motivates you to keep being 
the best? 

I am never really comp letely satisfied 
with the things that I am doing, whether it's 
my racqu etball game or school projects. I 
constantly believe th ere is room for 
impro vement and I really en joy the ment al 
aspect and soul searchin g it requires for 
growing and impro ving. 

Now that you are at the top, has 
your role changed a bit in the 
sport? You are a key figure who 
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11 CURRENTLY I AM AT A TURNING 
POINT IN MY RACQUETBALL 
CAREER WHERE I HAVE PLAYED 
COMPETITIVELY THE LAST 2 YEARS 
ON THE TOUR WHILE PURSING 
HIGHER EDUCATION." 

could have some influence in the 
sport. 

Personally I don't feel that this win or 
my season on the IRT has chan ged how I 
curr entl y view the spor t or influence it. I 
look at racqu etba ll as an extended family, a 
sport where you connect to people with a 
shake of the hand and a cold beer. No 
matter how long I play racqu etball, I am 
going to take thi s approac h because the 
bottom line is that the grassroots level is still 
what drives this sport. This includ es local 
and regional tournam ent s as well as junior 
programs. Th e imp ortant thing is to 
conn ect to th ese people and build 
relat ionship s that in tim e become last ing 
friend ship s and partnerships. 

What are the three best things 
about being a professional 
racquetball player, and what are the 
three worst things about being a 
professional player? 
TOP THREE 
I. Tr avel 
2. Meeting and conn ecting with new and old 
faces 
3. Thi s is a job??? 

WORST THREE 
I. To me th ere is only really one downsid e 
and th at is the financial aspect of playing. 

At this point what separates you 
right now from the others? Is it just 
match experience? Your work ethic? 

Tw o things I believe that sepa rate me 
from the others: five spots in the ranking s 
and th e tim e and dedication it takes to move 
int o the Top 5. As you know the Top 5 eat, 
sleep, and breathe racquetba ll on a dail y 
basis, somet hin g I currently cannot do g iven 
my academ ics. 

How important is emotion in your 
game and success? 

To me this is probably my greatest 
strength and at the same time my greates t 
weakness. I currently wear my emo tions on 
my sleeves because it makes the game that 

much more fun for me to play. Th e 
downside to thi s behavior is that it gives my 
oppo nent th e ability to see how I feel as I 
run int o peaks and valleys durin g 
compe titi on. 

Is being in the next generation of 
the guys considered to succeed Cliff 
and Sudsy something you can 
embrace, or does that add pressure 
to your performance in the sport? 

If I cou ld ever be considered in the same 
sent ence as those two players, I will need to 
do a lot mor e th an win National Singles. I 
don't think those guys will ever be 
replaceable within the sport and will alway s 
be looked at as icons. How ever, there is a 
sma ll group of guys coming up who are 
really excitin g to watch and should mov e th e 
pro game int o a new age. 

You've had a chance to do some 
pretty fun off-court stuff . Any 
experience or two that really stand 
out as particularly enjoyable or 
memorable? 

I really have had a great tim e off the 
court , espec ially at tourn aments with 
amaz ing friends. Probabl y one of my most 
memorable mom ent s w ith friends came at 
the Nationals Singles tournam ent about six 
years back with San jay LaFor est, Mike 
H armon , Brent Walter s, and others. To 
make a long story short, that tournament 
and hotel room was literally an imal hou se 
over an entir e week. Some of th ose 
moments are still priceless today and we all 
st ill talk abou t them and cry laughing. 
Another memorable mom ent for m e off the 
court has been coachin g the Rumble Ca mp 
this past week in Tuscaloosa, A labama. I 
look at th ese up-and-coming juniors and 
remember back to my ow n junior days. I 
see a lot of myself in th ese kid s, startin g with 
a dr eam of playing racqu etball and going to 
camp s and tourn ame nt s to work toward that 
dream of playing professional racq uetball. 
This has come full circle for me and it is 
really pretty amaz ing to me that I have the 
possibility of accomp lishin g this dream. 



Winning the U.S. National Singles, 
something you've obviously 
dreamed about and worked hard 
for, what will it take for you to 
maintain everything that goes into 
repeat ing that for next year? 

I will need to make sure I allow myself 
more time to train and not "cras h train" as I 
did for this event. I was in a fortunate 
situation at this year's National Sing les 
where I had a full month off of school with 
every day to pract ice and train . Another 
important aspect of repeati ng will be 
continui ng to impro ve m y mental toughness 
during play and evolve my game plans to 
attack my compet itor 's weaknesses. To 
repeat anythin g, a littl e luck doesn't hurt 
eith er ! 

Anyone you would like to thank or 
acknowledge that may have 
inspired or helped you to achieve 
your finish at the National 
Singles? 

Jeez, this list could go on forever. 
Firs t, I wou ld lik e to thank my fami ly, 
espec ially my mom and dad, for 
supp lying financial assista nce and 
supporting me so that I hav e had the 
opportun ity to compete in hundr eds of 
tourn am ents. Second, my girlfri end Jesi 
Fuller , who play s racquetball , too , and has 
helped me in many ways both on and off 
the court. I want to thank her for th e 
sacrifi ces she has enco unt ered with me off 
tra veling every weekend instead of visiting 
her. Third, all my friend s back in NC th at 
watc hed me grow up playing and offered 
their support. I can 't count how many 
tim es selfless acts were m ade by indi vidu als 
on the NC Board to pro vide me 
tourn ament mon ey and hotel rooms to 
compete. So, in short, thank you! Last but 
not least, my good friend and doubl es 
partner Jason Tho ern er. We have spent 
countless hour s go ing over game plans and 
situ ation s re lated to racq uetball th at have 
lead to my seasoning as a player since the 
tender age of 17. I can' t thank you eno ugh! 

.Lar:_k 
-HuCZEK 
When did you know you wanted to 
be a professional racquetball 
player? 

Fo r as long as I can rem em ber. I can 
still rem emb er writing down m y goals in 
midd le school and they ha ve always been to 

be th e #I player. 

What motivates you to keep being 
the best? 

I am very self-motivated. I realize I can 
always be bette r and I am not as good as I 
can be. 

Now that you are at the top, has 
your role changed a bit in the 
sport? You are a key figure who 
could have some influence in the 
sport. 

11 1 HAVE FELT RESPONSIBILITY TO THE 
SPORT FOR A LONG TIME. I 
PARTICULARITY ENJOY SPEAKING TO 
JUNIORS AND EXPLAINING TO THEM 
HOW IT IS POSSIBLE TO COMBINE 
SCHOOL AND RACQUETBALL. 11 

INTERVIEWS with the 

CHAMPIONS 

I have felt responsibility to the sport for 
a long time. I particularity enjoy speaki ng 
to junior s and exp laining to them how it is 
possible to combine school and racquetba ll. 
I emphasize that obtain ing a good 
educat ion and becoming #1 in racquetball 
are both achievab le goals. 

What are the three best things 
about being a professional 
racquetball player, and what are the 
three worst things about being a 
professional player? 
Top Th ree 
I. Travel 
2. Meeting new peop le 
3. Own boss 

Worst Three 
I. Sacrifice personal tim e 
2. Miss specia l functions - graduation, 
proms, etc. 
3. Become very open to crit icism 

At this point what separates you 
right now from the others? Is it just 
match experience? Your work ethic 
and how important is emotion in 
your game and success? 

I don 't exhibit much emotion when I 
play. The emo tion comes more befo re I 
play, to help become motivated. Wh en I 
play, although there is emotion, I m ake sure 
it doesn 't show. 
Is being in the next generation of 
the guys considered to succeed 
Cliff and Sudsy something you can 
embrace, or does that add pressure 
to your performance in the sport? 

No pressure - I never looked at 
follow ing in anyone's shoes. 

Winning the # 1 IRT position for the 
year, something you've obviously 
dreamed about and worked hard 
for, what will it take for you to 
maintain everything that goes into 
repeating that for next year? 

Work harder and maintain a good work 
eth ic. The bar is now ra ised and I need to 
be even better. 

Anyone you would like to thank or 
acknowledge that may have 
inspired or helped you to achieve 
your finish at the National Singles? 

Parents are #I and have influenced me 
the most. Next are all the local people and 
players in Michigan who hav e supported 
me throughout my career and of course all 
my coache s along the way - Aaron Katz, 
Jim Hamilton, Jim Young , and many 
oth ers! 
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Canqratulatians 

Rack1.:1 and Rhonda 

far beinq named 
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PRO MATCH SCHEDl:JLE 

MEMBERSHIP 

PLAY BEGINS/STARTING TIMES/ 
CONFIRMATION/ENTRY DEADLINE 

OPENING ROUNDS SCHEDULE 

Wednesda Nov. 14th 

Singles - All lRT/ WPRO Pro's, Men's Open, A, B, C, D, 24.& under, 

24 & under A-B-C, 25+, 25+ A-B-C, 30+, 35+, 

35+A-B-C, 40+(CPRT), 45+, 45+A-B-C, 55+A-B-C. 

Doubles - Men's Open, A, B, C, 35+ 

Thursda Nov. 15th 

Singles - Men's 50+, 55+, Women's Open, A, B, C, D, 

24 & under, 24 & under A-B-C, 25+, 25+A-B-C, 30+, 35+, 35+A-B-C, 

40+, 45+, 45+A-B-C. 

Doubles - Men's 19+, All Women's and Mixed except 50+ 

Frida Nov. 16th 

Singles - Men's 60+, 65+, 70+,75+ , 80+, Women's 50+, 55+, 

55+A-B-C, 60+, 65+, 70+, 75+, 80+, 

Doubles "-Men's and Women's 50+ 

CHECK-IN 

S KI LL LE VE L CER TIFIC A TIO N 

TICKETS FOR PRO MATCHES 

A ·yery limited number of four-person courtside luxury boxes 
, (with c_atered VIP Lounge access) may be available 

starting" at $2 ,800 . Ca l~ 614 -890-6073 for availabilty . 

HOSPITALITY 

SILENT AUCTION & PRO/AM 
DOUBLES CHALLENGE 



PRIZE MONEY 

OVER sss,0001 

RULES/FORMAT/RANKINGS 

CPRT CMEN'S 40+J 

OFFICI A TING 

CHOICE HOTELS 
INTERNATIONAL 

TOURNAMENT DIRECTORS 



COMFORT SUITES* 
(main host hotel) 
2575 Thousand Oaks Blvd. 
(9011 365-2575 
Rate: $84 
-12 minutes to Racquet Club 

COMFORT INN 
1335 McRee Street 
(9011372-2700 
Rate: $89/Suite $107 
-15 minutes ta Racquet Club 

-3 minutes lo WellWarx 

THE RACQUET CLUB 
5111 Sanderlin Rd. 
(901 I 765-4400 

UNIVERSITY OF 
MEMPHIS 
630 Echles St. 
(9011678-2816 

(main hast hotel) 
5 119 American Way 
(9011363-4800 
Rate: $74 
-12 minutes to Racquet Club 

LA QUINTA INN & SUITES* 
1236 Primacy Parkway 

(901) 374-0330 

Rate: $92 
-8 minutes from Racquet Club 

WELLWORX SPORTSPLEX 
6161 Shelby Oaks Dr. 
(901) 388-6580 

RIDGEWAY BAPTIST REC. Cir. 
2500 Ridgeway Rd. 
(901) 761-1113 

• Only lhe COMFORT SUITES, SlfEP INN, and IA QUINTA 
wiU ha.e regular free ,huflle service lo The Racquet Club (every 
half houri 



PRO MATCH TICKET APPLICATION 
Price 

SESSION #1: . . .. . . . . .. . ..... ... .. . . . ... . . . .. .. .. . ... . . . ....... . ... . . $20 
Men's & Women's Pro Qualifying Wednesday, 10 a.m.- 3 p.m. 
Men's round of 64 Wednesday, 4 p.m.-11 p.m. 

SESSION #2: . . ...... . . . .. .. . .. ... . .......... . ... . ... .. . .. .... ..... .. $20 
Men's round of 32 Thursday, 9 a.m.- 1 p.m. 
Women's round of 32 Thursday, 1 p.m.-6 p.m. 

SESSION #3: .. . .... .. . . ... ............... . . . .... . . .. ... .. . . . .... . ... $24 
Men's round of 16 Thursday, 3 p.m.- 9 p.m. 

SESSION #4: .... . . . . .. .. ....... . .......... .... . .. . ... . .... .. . ....... $26 
Women's round of 16 Friday, 9 a.m.- 1 p.m. 
Men's quarters # 1,#2 Friday, 1 p.m.-4:00 p.m. (IRT Champions Clinic 4p.m.) 

SESSION #5: . .. .. .. . .... .... . . .... . .. . ... .. . . ....... . . . .. . . . ..... . . . $28 
Men's quarters #3, #4 Friday, 5:00 p.m.-9 p.m. 
Women's quarters Friday 5 p.m.-8 p.m. 

SESSION #6: ....... .. ........ .. . .. . .. .. . ........... .. ... . . .. .... . ... $30 
Women's semi # 1 /Men's semi # 1 Saturday, 10:00 a.m.- 1 :00 p.m. 
(Play the Pro Challenge - 1 pm) 

SESSION #7: .... .. ......... . . . ... . . .. .... . . ...... . . ... . . . .. . ........ $30 
Women's semi #2/ Men's semi #2 Saturday, 2:00 p.m.- 5:00 p.m. 

SESSION #8: ..... . ......... . . . ... . .. .. . . . . . . ..... . . ... . ... . . . . . .. . . . $40 
CPRT finals/Women's finals/ Men's finals Sunday, 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 

BEST VALUE! 
TICKET PACKAGE (includes all sessions listed above - only available in advance!) . . . . . . . $99 

Guest Ticket for Dinner Gala "PARTY WITH THE PROS" ... .. .... .. . . .. .. . .. .. .. .. $35 
(free for all player participants) Saturday, 8 p.m.-12:30 a.m. 

Processing fee (must be paid to process your order) .. . .. .. . . ... .. . ... .. .. . . .. ... $4 

Make check payable or use credit card and mail to: 
Choice Hotels U.S. OPEN Racquetball Championships 

1685 West Uintah 
Colorado Springs, CO 80904-2906 

To order your tickets by phone call: (800) 234-5396 ext. 0 
outside US: (719) 653-5396 ext. 0 or fax this completed form to : (719) 635-0685 

To order on-line: WWW.CHOICEHOTELSUSOPEN.COM 

Visa/MC # ______ _____ Exp. Date _ _ _ Sec.Code --

Cardholder's Name (print) _______ __ ____ _ 
Signature _____________________ _ 

Name to hold tickets under _____________ _ 

Credit Card Billing Address _____________ _ 
City ______ ____ ST ___ Zip. ___ _ 

Day Phone Night Phone _ ____ _ _ 
E-Mail Fax _________ _ 

Quantity Total($) 

$4 

TOTAL 

Tickets will not be moiled in advance. 
They con be picked up at the Choice 
Hotels U.S. OPEN Will Coll Desk, located 
at The Racquet Club (I.D. is required). 
Seating is limited. Must purchase tickets in 
advance to be guaranteed a seat. 

A very limited number of four-person 

courtside luxury box seats (with table ser­

vice) may be available starting at $2,800. 

Includes access to Pro/Gold Lounge with 

food and drink for the week. 

Coll (614) 890-6073 for availability. 



ENTRY FORNI 
Name _ ______ _____ ____ ____ __ Birthdate _ _ ________ Age ________ _ 

Address ___ _______________ _____ _ City/State/ Zip -- -- - - - - -----

Phone (day)------ - ------- (night)------------ Fax------

USA Racquetball Membership Number --- --- Exp. Date -- -- E-Mail----------------

Seeding Information (2006 U.S. OPEN, 2007 States, Regionals, Nationals) _ _____________________ _ 

Home Club-- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _-

Players may enter a maximum of two 121 events; 13 events permitted if al least 1 is o doubles divisions!: 

V, Check one: Men's D or Women's D Doubles & Mixed Doubles Divisions* 

z 
0 -V, -> -0 
~ 

~ 
::, 

Skill Divisions* Skill + Age Divisions* 

Can only A • 24 & under A • 35+ C 

enter B • 24 & under B • 45+ A 

ONE from C • 24 & under C • 45+ B 

this group D • 25+ A • 45+ C 
25+ B • 55+ A 
25+ C • 55+ B 
35+ A • 55+ C 
35+ B • 

Open & Age Divisions 

OPEN • W40+ • 60+ • 
24 & underD M40+-see CPRT below 65+ • 
25+ • 45+ • 70+ • 

• 50+ • 75+ • • 55+ • 80+ • 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

Open • C • 50+ • W.A/ B • MX 30+ • 
A • 19+ • Mi.CJD • MX 40+ • 
B • 35+ • 
Partner's Nome Division 

Partner's Nome Division 

*REQUIRED Skill Verification Form 

Please indicate below your eligibility for competititon in the skill level you hove selected. This information 
will be verified and re-classification may toke place ii deemed appropriate by the Tournament Director. 

_ I hove been AMPRO certified at this level by: 
AMPRO Certified Instructor !name required! - ---- -- - -- - - - -

_ hove recently competed in this skill category in my state, and hove been approved for participation in 
this category at a level Five event by the state director or designated representative shown below: 

_ I competed al this level (but did not win the division tirle) at the: 
_ 2006 U.S. OPEN, or the_ 2007 USAR Notional Singles 

!name required) 

Men's (IRT)** D Women's (WPRO)** D 2 ** The Men's Pro draw will begin in the round ol 64 with qualifying rounds sche:::sa:::~~R::*W ~ en's Pro draw will begin in the round of 32 with 
A. qualifying rounds scheduled as needed. Players wishing lo enter the amateur OPEN division must enter it direcdy as a second event. CPRT (Men's 40+) is 

__ --.;;.,="'-""'° all Men over 40 years of !19•· 
WAIVER: I hereby, for myself, my heirs, executors, and administrators, waive and release all rights and claims that I may hove against the USA Racquetball, IRT, WPRO, Ganim Enterprises, Choice 
Hotels Corporation, The Racquet Club of Memphis, Wellworx Sportsplex, Ridgeway Baptist Church, The University of Memphis, and all other U.S. OPEN sponsors, or their respective agents for any 
and all injuries I may suffer as a result of porlicipolion in this event. By registering lo participate, I release all rights to the use of event photographs/videos in which my image appears. 

Participant Signature ----------------------~(~pa_r_en_l_il_u_ nd_e_r ~18) Dote 

E TR F ES 
Players may enter a maximum al two events 13 events permitted ii at least l is a doubles divisions!. Consolation will not be offered due to court time restrictions. Players in multiple 
divisions may play back-to-back matches. Returned checks will be assessed a $23 service charge 1$10 for declined credit cards!. Phone entries will be accepted through the entry deadline 
with a $10 service charge and a major credit card by calling the Choice Hotels U.S. OPEN headquarters at 18001 234-5396 ext. 0. Maximum amateur draw is 700 players. Once 
filled, all additional entries received will be returned with refund. 

First Event 

Second Event 

Third Event 

USAR Membership 

Late Fee/Phone Entry 

Extra Party with the Pro's ticket 
-Players odmitted free 

($98) 

($48) 

1$48) 

1$351 

($20/ $10) 

1$35 each) 

TOTAL 

Visa/MC ____________ Exp. Date 

Quant. 

___ Sec. Code __ _ 

Cardhalder's Name (print) ____________________ _ 

Make check payable and mail to: 
Choice Hotels U.S. OPEN Racquetball Championships 

1685 West Uintah • Colorado Springs, CO 80904-2906 
or FAX this completed form to 1719) 635-0685 

ENTRY DEADLINE: 

All entries must be received by Wednesday, Oct, 
31st and/or postmarked by Friday, Oct. 26th. No 
refunds will be given after the entry deadline. All entries 
received after the entry deadline will be assessed a $20 late 
fee ii space is still available in the tournament. 

ENTRY FEE INCLUDES: 

limited hospitality, free access ta Player Village and Ian lair 
activities at The Racquet Club, souvenir Choice Hotels U.S. 
OPEN shirt, Choice Hotels U.S. OPEN Souvenir Program, 
ticket ta the Saturday evening Dinner Gala "PARTY WITH 
THE PROS", plus much, much more! 

Have you enclosed your Pro Match Ticket Application and 
payment for tickets? Seating is limited. Must purchase tickets 
to be guaranteed a seat. One check can be written for entry 
lees and tickets. last year's event said out four weeks in 
advance! 

To enter by phone call: {800) 234-5396 ext. 0 
outside US: (719) 635-5396 ext 0 

To enter online: www .choicehotelsusopen.com 



Jason Thoerner - IRT # 6* Shane Vanderson - IRT # s• 

Setting a new standard for power and 

'- performance, HEAD's new Extreme Series of 

racquets feature MicroGEL, Metallix and Flexpoint 

PWR technologies. Extreme racquets are the new 

weapon of choice for #1 ranked IRT pro Jack 

Huczek and the rest of the HEAD pro team. 

Experience the ultimate ROCK SOLID POWER! 

•ranking as of 5/07 

Kristen Walsh • WPRO # 7• 

Axf'reme 
170 

Mitch WIiiiams • IRT # 7 • 

AX'trAmA 
180 

Chris Crowther • IRT # a• 

ex1'remA 
190 



CPRT University 
Announced 

Based on interest from players in a 
number of locations , CPRT has 
started a camp, clinic, fantasy 
camps and teaching program 
which will be called CPRT 
University. The entire 
program will be run 
under the CPRT 
umbrella and 
coordinated by 
Woody Clouse on 
behalf of CPRT. 
This prog ram will be 
nationwide and will 
include all CPRT players who wish 
to participate. Watch for sites and 
dates announced on 
www.classicproracquetball.com . 

2007-08 CPRT SCHEDULE 

The CPRT has confirmed the first 
half of its 2007-08 schedule, 

starting where last season left off: 
Las Vegas! 

September 7-9, 2007 

Las Vegas Doubles 

October 11-13, 2007 

Salem, OR 

November 15-17, 2007 

US OPEN - Memphis 

December 7-9, 2007 

Columbus, OH 

Watch for the second half of the 
season's dates to be announced 

on classicproracquetball.com . 
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Clouse Wins Inaugural 
CPRT Championships 
Gonzalez & Harnett Tie for Tour Title 

Thi s inaugur al Classic Prof essional 
Racqu etball Tour Season was capped off in 
Las Vegas w ith th e fir st CPRT Champi onships 
hosted by th e Las Vegas Athl etic C lub and the 
Chu ck Mink er Sports Co mp lex . Th e 
weekend opened with th e event sponsor 
hostin g a doub les exhibiti on (wo n by W oody 
Clouse and Rub en Go nzalez) and a party for 
sevent y-five invited guests at the racqu etball 
court in his home -- a fun event for the players 
and guests. Charity doub les followe d on 
Frid ay as the showc ase for over $1,500 raised 
to benefit the Boy Scout s of Am erica of Las 
Vegas . Bret H arnett and partn er Al U riarte 
took the honors in an enjoyable and 
comp etiti ve round rob in. 

Speakin g of roun d robin play, th e form at 
for th e CPRT Championsh ips was d ifferent 
than the strai ght dr aws of th e regular season 
event s. Th e CPRT profess ionals we re split 
int o two flight s w ith thr ee spot s filled by local 
qu alifiers to battl e for two fina ls spots and 
over $5,000 in pri ze mon ey. Th e end -of-yea r 
rankin g champi onship was on the line as we ll, 
with the CPRT Champion ships offerin g bonu s 
point s over th e regular season event s. Th anks 
to th e major event sponsor s D esert Plumbin g 
& H eatin g and Beck 's Beer as we ll as Ahern , 
Fastener's In c. and Sunbu rst Shutt ers for 
ma kin g thi s event possible. 

Two round s of play we re held on F rid ay 
night, settin g up a true semifin al in flight one 
and a mess in flight two. In flight one, both 
Rub en Go nza lez an d Woody Clouse emerged 
with two wins on Fr iday night , each defe atin g 
the qu alifiers in the ir flight, H erb Yamas hiro 
and Tom Wenige r. In flight two, Mike Ray 
su rvived Friday wi th wins ove r Steve Lerner 
an d q ualifier Steve W inke l. Lerner defeated 
Bre t H arn ett in a grea t 11-8 tiebrea ker and 
H arnett defeated Wink el. H arn ett tak ing 
Lern er to a tiebreake r turn ed out to be 
significa nt in the end in decid ing who wou ld 
reac h the finals. 

T he last roun d on Saturday started with 
Clouse moving into the finals from flight one 
with an 11-9, 11-1 win over Gonza lez, leav ing 
Go nza lez to settle for semifinal ranking 

point s. Yamashi ro defeated Wenige r to round 
out play in th e flight . 

H arn ett and Ray faced off with Ray 
needin g eith er a win, or a loss w ith signifi cant 
point s (I 8), in ord er to reach th e finals. 
H arn ett hand led Ray 11-8, 11-6 ea rnin g h is 
way int o th e finals on poin ts. Ray received 
semifin al rank ing point s based on scoring a 
single point more in round rob in play over 
Lern er, who defeated W inkel in the last m atch 
of th e day. 

Th e Saturd ay even ing finals with the 
powe rfu l hometow n hero H arnett and the 
energetic Clouse turn ed out to be except ionally 
ent ertaining . T he level of play from both 
CPRT professiona ls wa s high , featurin g great 
defense, stron g service games, and many close 
calls for official C raig La ne. Th e match was 
one of str eaks and run s with the players 
tr ad ing 11-4 (H arn ett), 4- 11 (Clouse) to move 
into th e tiebreaker. C louse came ou t stron g to 
a 7- 1 lead but Harnett came back wit h a str eak 
of his ow n to tie th e gam e at 8. It was C louse's 
fina l push and str eak th at ea rned him the 11-8 
victo ry and in doing th at created the answer to 
a futur e tri via qu estion: the player who won 
the fir st CPRT Champi onship. 

With th e bonu s rank ing point s and his 
finals pe rform ance, Bret H arnett was able to 
tie Rub en Go nza lez (another futur e tr ivia 
qu estion) and share th e first CPRT Tour Titl e. 
Clause's win ea rned him th e th ird position in 
th e end-of-yea r rankin gs whi le Mik e Ray's 
cons istent play through th e season allowe d 
him to fin ish fourt h . In a bri ef but 
com petitive inau gur al season, the Classic 
Profess ional Racqu etball Tour has arri ved and 
looks ahead to a second season that will see it 
retu rn to Las Vegas in Sep temb er with a 
season-ope nin g Do ub les Eve nt. In the month s 
to come, visit www. classicpror acqu etball.com 
for more updates, info on players and specia l 
even ts, and the release of the com piece 2007-08 
schedule. 



2007 WOR-Ektelon 
National Warm-ups 
Tournament Results 

NATIONAL WARM-UP 
RESULTS 

PRO DOUBLES 
SEMI 1-Josh Tucker/Son Nguyen 
def . Jeff Johnson/Rick Sandello 

SEMI 2-Josh Tucker/Son Nguyen 
def . Rob Hoff/Rocky Carson 

By Allan Kazem, Nationa l Director, WORLD OUTDOOR RACQUETBALL FINAL: Craig Lane/Greg Soils 
(WBF) Josh Tucker/Son Nguyen 

Thi s past weekend ended with the final event of 
World Outd oor Racqu etball's 2006/2007 season -­
the 2007 Na tional Warm -ups Tourn ey held in 
Huntin gton Beach, Californi a. 

Th e nine separate d ivisions included Pro 
Singles, Pro Consolation Singles, Women's Singles, 
B/C Singles, Juni or 14/ 16 Singles, Juni or 12 
Singles, Pro Doubles, A Doubles, and Mixed 
Doubles. 

It was a wild weekend of intense outd oor 
racqu etball -- the weather was perfect with warm , 
sunn y 80 degree weather both days. Th e food and 
hospitality were the best ever and the atmosphere 
was electric! 

I spoke with several participants today from our 
event . All were sore and tired, but generally had a 
great overall experience. Special thank s to my 
fellow tourn ey dir ector s Georges Barrera and 
Steve Cohen, with Gabe Medina assisting at the 

desk. Of cour se, these W OR events wou ld not be 
the same without the exceptional hospitality from 
Jim (Jimbo) Banuelos and his assistant, Rod 
(Thun der) F rontino. Almost forgot to thank Mike 
Orr Tattoo Service -- he does a great job. 

And a big thanks to our sponsors: Coca Cola, 
Rick Sandello, JK Sports Agency, Jeff Kettering, 
One Shot Sports, Son Ng uyen KK Racqu etball, 
Kri s Kasakwal, and of cour se Ektelon and Prince 
Sports. 

Rod Frontino, Rod Felton, Christine Van 
Hees and Jack Huczek 

A DOUBLES 
FINAL- Brian Haas/Scott Davis def . 
Rob Johnson/Gil Sais 

MIXED DOUBLES 
FINAL-Jesus Ocana/Deby Pierce 
def Geroges Barrera/Gay Degree 

MEN'S PRO SINGLES 

SEMI 1-Rocky Carson def . Greg 
Freeze 

SEMI 2-Rick Sandello def . Tim 
McGuire 

FINAL-Rocky Carson def . Rick 
Sandello 

Dave Conway Memorial Shootout 
Men's Pro Singles Consolation 
SEMI 1-Steve Bush def. John Ivers 

SEMI 2-Allan Kazem def. Rob 
Johnson June 9, 2007 • Fort Lauderdale , FL 

By Vic Liebosky, WOR Rep, Florida 

Wh en the day began, the Open Divisions 
seemed up for grabs, as thr ee-time champ "Big 
Da ve" Smith had to pull out due to injuri es leaving 
Ken "Grung e" Grandy without a partner. After 
anoth er last-minut e cancellation, Grun geman's old 
friend Dave "Hooliman" Julios becam e available, 
so they teamed up just moments before the start of 
play. For most of the day it didn 't seem to matter, 
as Dillon Silver and "Rasta" Eri c H arper seemed 
invincible, winnin g all of their pool play mat ches 
fairly easily. It seemed just a form ality to see who 
would fall to the new "young guns" in the finals. 
Th e pool play battles were fierce, with the field 
extremely balanced. Onl y seven points separated 
2nd place from 6th place in pool play. In an 
action-packed Open Fin als, Grun ge and H ooliman 

WOR TOP 10 RANKINGS 
Pro Singles 
Rocky Carson, CA 1200 
Greg Solis, CA 865 
Jesus Ocana, CA 650 
Rick Sandello, CA 625 
Cliff Swain, MA 575 
Greg Freeze, CA 565 
Son Nyugen, CA 550 

shocked everyone, taking down the young guns in 
two games! 

FINAL-Steve Bush def. Allan Kazem 

Women's Singles 
Th e A division was no less exciting, with N ick 

Bee and Gator Rick Kn eale defeating outdo or 
newbie Rand y Buffington and veteran Lefty Rick 
Bolles in the finals. Gator Rick and N ick B took 
some time to get wa rmed up, but by the finals they 
had their game in top form . 

Rhonda Rajsich def. Sherri Knecht 

B Singles 
Scott Davis def . Darrell Baricuatro 

Junior 14/16 Singles 
Th e Holid ay Park gang really came th rough 

with the fundr aising efforts, helpin g the Florida 
Junior team get to Na tionals. Lots of new faces, 
with 17 of the 30 participant s in their very first 
Florida W OR event . 

G reat games, great weather, great fun, great 
food, great day! 

Willie Tilton , CA 490 
Tim McGuire, CA 440 
Lou Orosco, CA 425 

Pro Doubles 
Rob Hoff , CA 2640 
Greg Solis, CA 2190 
Josh Tucker, CA 2025 

JUNIOR (12) 
SEMI 1-Justin Ivers def . Justin 
Westphal Dane Kazem def . 
Christopher Kazem 

SEMI 2-Samuel Barrera def . David 
Bogos ian 

Rocky Carson, CA 1840 
Jesus Ustrarroz, CA 1475 
Rod Felton, HI 1400 
Craig Lane, CA 1400 
Matt Robinson, HI 1300 
Son Nguyen, CA 1300 
Rick Sandello, CA 1160 

JULY-AUGUST 07 I USA RACQUETBALL I 35 



Maryland Washington 
Rac~etpall .~ --
Assoc1at1on _,, f' 

Maryland \1/ashlngton 
By Steve Graham R•~quetball Association ........ , ........ . 
T he Ma ryland Washington Racquetba ll Association was recently named the 

recip ient of the 2007 State Pres ident 's Award and recognized in Houston at 

the U.S. Nationa l Singles Championships. As Steve notes, teamwork is the 

secret to success and all state board members share in this pr estigious 

achievement. 

What would you say is the key to 
having a successful state 
organization? 

Teamwork! Whi le we are not the poster 
child for state associations, in the end we 
always manage to get the job done. We do 
our best to listen to our players, make 
changes, and adapt to the busy schedules of 
our contingency. 

What are the most successful 
programs in your state? 

Tournaments and juni or programs. We 
pride ou rselves on providing good 
tournament value and runnin g at least thr ee 
jun iors-only events each season. With respect 
to our junio rs, these three juni ors-only events 
have seen steady growth, increasing from 20 
part icipants to often over 60, including kids 
from our neighborin g states . 

During your tenure, what would you 
consider your state's greatest 
accomplishment? 

Moderni zation of the association , 
includin g incorporation and revisions to ou r 
by-laws and the development and 
maintenance of the MWRA website. 
Through the website we provide online 
registrati on for all our events and are able to 
post comp leted draw sheets at the end of each 
tourn ament . We also recen tly incorpora ted 
an online player survey. 

If you could share some advice to 
other states, what would it be? 

Do your best to develop relationships 
with the court clubs in your area and make 
sure they know who you are and what you 
do. 
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What is the #1 complaint you hear as 
USA racquetball state 
representatives? 

At the risk of soundin g redu ndant, 
rankings. "How much longer do we have to 
wait for the ranking system to be accurate?" 
This is the resound ing question we 
contin ually hear from our members. 

What makes racquetball in your state 
special? 

We have a die-ha rd group of tournament 
players and everyone is 
fami ly. 

Maryland has been an 
anchor for racqu etball on the 
Atla ntic Coast for many years, 
previously hosting the U.S. 
Nat iona l Doubles 
Champio nships and many 
successful regional 
champ ionship events. 

If you visit duri ng the right 
time of year, soft shell crabs and 
fresh oysters from the 
Chesapea ke Bay are a delicacy. 
And no visit to this state is 
comp lete without a stro ll 
thro ugh Baltimore's Inner Harbor which also 
hosts the Nationa l Aq uar ium and an array of 
fine restaurants and arts. The United States 
Nava l Academy in Annapolis was found ed 
in 1845. The 4.3 mile long Bay Bridge is your 
access road to the Eastern shoreline and miles 
of beaches. 

Higher Education: John H opkin s Unive rsity, 
St. John 's College at Annapolis, Un iversity of 
Maryland, Bowie State University and the 
U.S. Nava l Academy, to name a few. 

MARYLAND WASHINGTON 
STATE BOARD MEMBERS: 

Bill Cooper 

Susan Flaesch - Secretary/T reasurer 

Steve Graham - Websit e Administrato r 

Steve Messiora 

Tom Pendleton 

Warren Riecke 

Val Rogolino - Chai rman 

Tracie Valentine 

Chris Wilm oth 

MARYLAND 
WASHINGTON STATS 

Membership Strength - 283 

Lifetime Members - 8 

State Population - 5,868,545 





FOR THE PAST 25 YEARS, RACQUETBALL'S BEST HAVE COME TO 
HOUSTON TO THE EKTELON 40TH USA RACQUETBALL NATIONAL 

SINGLES CHAMPIONSHIPS PRESENTED BY PENN RACQUET SPORTS 

STORY BY LEO R. VASQUEZ 
PHOTOS BY GEOFF THOMSEN 

Every year since 1983, hundreds of the nation's best racquetball 
players have traveled to Houston in search of a national championship 
title. They make the trek not only for the high level of competition but 
to see old friends as well. This year marked the 25th consecutive year 
that USA Racquetball has hosted its flagship national singles event at 
the Downtown Houston YMCA. As always, it was celebrated with 
wonderful parties, great play, and the annual re-kindling of friendships 
that originated there. Read on to discover why "The Finals" is the only 
national championship for singles competition. 

HOUSTON 



nerves, anticipation, and pres­
sure that go along with playing in any 
tournament were felt by many as 152 
matches kicked off the first day of 
competition at the Ektelon 40th USA 
Racquetball National Singles 
Championships at the Downtown 
YMCA and the Metropolitan Club. 
With a total of 530 players and 69 
divisions, this surpassed last year 's 
total of 516 players and 67 divisions. 

(Englewood, CO) won his first round over Matthew Reid 
(Victoria, TX) in the Men's D, 15-6, 15-11. "I wasn't very nerv­
ous , I was just trying to make him shoot from the back court," 
said McAdam. Advice that he may have gotten from his dad 
(Tom) or his grandfather (Robert) who were also playing in the 
tournament. Three generations of McAdams sounds tough to 
beat! 

Another juni or making his first appearance was 0. Rion 
Ocampo (Newport News, VA) as he defeated Richard Gon­

Bob Fulton With so many matches going on, it 

zalez (Corpus Christi, TX) 15-4, 
15-1. "Hopefully all my training 
will pay off here ," said Ocampo. 
And then there was one of Colo­
rado's top juniors , twelve year-old 
Adam Manilla (Centennial , CO) 
who played Srikaran Kandad 
(Marietta , GA) in the Men's C and 
lost in the tie-breake r, 11-15, 15-
12, 11-3. Adam also entered the 
Men's 24+C and came home with 

was easy to look around and find plenty 
of action around the courts. Bob Fulton (Flower Mound, TX) 
forgot the most important component in playing ... his racquet. 
"I was stretching, getting ready for my match and realized I 
forgot my racquet", said Fulton. "I found another fellow Wilson 
player (Jason Campbell , Dayton, OH) and he loaned me his 
racquet. " (Bob would defeat Robert Livell, Pacific , MO 14-
15, 15-4, 11-5 in the first round of competition in the Men's C 
and would go on to finish fourth in the Men's 50+C.) 

a silver medal after dropping a ,..___. ~___,....:;;... __ 
tough match to Ross Dusenbury Adam Manilla 
(College Station , TX) 15-11, 15-14. 

Alonso Mago (Houston, TX via Venezuela) was playing in his 
first-ever US National Singles. "I have been working long 
hours the last three weeks and I haven't really played much ," 
said Mago. (Alonso would go on to win a close tie-breaker 
against Denny Brown (Baton Rouge , LA) 15-11, 8-15 , 11-5 in 

One of the future stars in women 's 
racquetball was also scheduled to 
take center stage later in the week as 
fifteen year-old Aubrey O'Brien 
(Auburn , CA) made her debut here at 
the US National Singles . Aubrey 
would face #3 Kristen Walsh (Salt 
Lake City, UT) in the Women 's US 
Team qualifying divis ion and looked a 
little tight as she was defeated 15-5, 

Alonso Mago 

the first round of the Men's D. Alonso 
made it to the finals and won a silver 
medal , losing to Tim Clausen , 15-13, 15-
9.) 

15-6. 
What some consider to be the highlight of Aubrey 's appetite for playing against 
the tournament was the fourteen young adults started when she was just ten 
players who chose to step up and take years-old . "I entered my first tourna- Aubrey O'Brien 
on competitors twice and even three ment when I was eleven years old ," 
times their own age. The first day of com- said O'Brien . Aubrey recently won the gold medal at the 2006 
petition saw these kids in action as Junior Nationals in the Girl's 14- Singles division and took the 
eleven year-old Matt McAdam silver medal at the 2006 Junior Worlds in Tempe , AZ.. 

Players entered in Players entered Age of oldest player Players who listed 
the tournament in 2 divisions Ben Marshall LA Fitness as their club 

BIGGEST LOSER IS A BIG WINNER 
by Don Jones 

Last year , Tim Clausen (Lewes , DE) was a high school teacher and coach , a husband and father of a young 
daughter - and accord ing to him, 100+ pounds overweight. With today 's hindsight , Tim says that he did not 
realize how depressed he was over being too heavy . 
Through the encouragement of his students , Tim applied to·be a contestant on NBC's The Biggest Loser , 
a nationally televised weight loss competition. Tim was on·the show from April through December of 
2006 . And over that time period , he lost 114 pounds , from 268 down to 154. Tim's secret weapon during his 
time on the show was playing racquetball. "I was always a good athlete and I pli:lyed racquetball for fun in 
college ," Tim says. "But after college , I stopped playing , and gradually , I gained a lot of weight. " He was 
good enough then to beat his college teacher , but his game didn 't progress past club participation . 
And once Tim gained his weight , he was embarrassed by his size. "I felt weak ," and resisted the gym for 
fear of being ridiculed. (continued next page) · 



·utuii ~d~1fll Full Swing !l!W!J ~~WIJ !I !I !I Racquetball players and fans 
were treated to a spectacular day of racquetball as the men's 
and women 's US Team qualifying matches began on Thurs­
day. 

The women were the first to kick things off as Adrienne 
Fisher (Tusca loosa , AL) knocked out Malia Bailey (Norfolk , 
VA) 15-9, 6-15, 11-6. Adrienne looked impressive and kept 
Malia on her heels as she fought her way through the close 
tie-breaker . Next up was Jo Shattuck (Denver , CO) who 
came away with a hard-fought victory over Diane Moore 
(Griff ith, IN) 15-7, 7-15, 11-9. 

The main court quickly filled as sentimental favor ite Brenda 
Kyzer (Leesville , SC) put on her "poker face" and rode into 
Houston with her guns blazin'. "I am playing some of my best 
racquetball ," said Kyzer . "I formulated a game plan and made 
sure I executed that game plan." Brenda would go on to de­
feat Kimi Ferina (Bethpage , NY) 15-5, 15-8. 
One of the most anticipated matches of the day featured the 
debut of fifteen-year-old Aubrey O'Brien (Auburn , CA) vs. 
Kristen Walsh (Salt Lake City, UT). "This was sort of a differ­
ent dynamic on the court against Aubrey ," said Walsh . 

"Aubrey is a great jun ior 
player and I knew I couldn't 
take her lightly ." Walsh put 
together an amazing per­
formance and defeated 
O'Brien, 15-5, 15-6. 
Liz Alvarado (Mica, TX) 
played flawlessly against 
T.J. Baumbaugh (Reston , 
VA) and earned a spot in the 
elite eight with a 15-2, 15-5 
victory. Alvarado is consid­
ered to be one of the best 
female players in Texas and 
looked invigorated . 
The last women 's match of 

John Ellis the night featured Kerri 
Wachtel (Cincinnati , OH) and Vivian Gomez (Miami, FL). 
Kerri started out slow but eventually found her rhythm and 
took out Vivian, 15-7, 15-3. 

The men also began as Jason Thoerner (Pekin , IL) narrowly 
escaped a close call over Shannon Kohl (Jenison, Ml) 15-12, 
9-15 , 11-4. Jason is known to bring crowds to their feet with 
his ridiculous retrieving ability. 

Hometown favorite Patric Mascorro (Houston , TX) was all 
business as he pushed Mitch Williams (Pueblo , CO) to the 
limit but fell short in the tie-breaker . "I came out flat" , said Wil­
liams. "The altitude change takes a little time to adjust , but I 
will be ready on Friday." Mitch would win the tie-breaker and 
the match , 8-15, 15-13, 11-5. 
More non-stop action continued on Thursday as Shane 
Vanderson (Fort Myers , FL) made easy work of Mike Orr 
(San Diego.CA) 15-6, 15-6. "I felt good on the court today", 
said Vanderson . "This could very well be my year". 
Chris Crowther (Rivers ide, CA) served up some heat and 
took down everyone 's favorite player Ruben Gonzalez 
(Staten Island, NY) in two quick games , 15-6, 15-2. 

The barnburner match of the night was on court #9 as John 
Ellis (Stockton , CA) and Andy Hawthorne (Tallmadge , OH) 
gave the fans a show . Ellis was down 14-2 in the first game 
and things weren't looking good . "That got me ready for the 
second game ," said John . "I didn 't want to play one match and 
be out of this tournament. " Andy won the first game , 15-7. 
John won the second game 15-5, and was near the brink of 
elimination in the tie-
breaker , down 7-2. The 
crafty veteran fought back ,,,,,,,,~-==-­
and won the match in the 
tie-breaker , 11-9. 
The night was nearly com­
plete as Jack Huczek 
(Rochester , Ml ) advanced 
over Rafael Filippini 
(Bonita , CA) in two 
straight games , 15-4, 15-
5. "Jack was really on his 
game tonight ," said Filip- Shane Vanderson and Jeff Elder 
pini. "There is a reason 
he is one of the best players in the world , and it showed to­
night." 
Ben Croft (Lake Bluff , IL) made his first appearance in Hous­
ton and got his first match win over Doug Ganim (Westerville , 
OH) 15-3, 15-13. Ben brings passion and emotion on every 
rally and can get any crowd going with his fierce strength. 
Defending champion Rocky Carson (Ladera Ranch, CA) 
would end the night and make quick work of Tony Carson 
(Scottsdale , AZ) 15-4, 15-5. "I felt strong out there today, " said 
Carson . "Having my wife here really helps settle me down and 
play like a champion. There is nothing more comforting than 
knowing my wife is here to support me. I am very blessed ." 

The ,uca v , f-',aying racquetball again at that point was just a fond memory and a depressing one 
at that. 
So after being pushed by his students to "take the chance" on appearing on the NBC show , Tim 
took on the challenge with a heart as big as his beginning shadow . While the show helped him get 
started from a dietary standpoint , his exercise came from running and a rekindling of his familiar 
college workout: racquetball. "I got hooked , again ," Clausen recalls. 
He started playing three times a week and he found this to be a big boost in his quest to lose 
weight , regain his confidence and enjoy life more . "I noticed that I became a lot quicker ," Tim re­
calls , "and I loved that. " He played his way into the Delaware State Racquetball Singles tourna­
ment last February , and came away as the state champion in the Men's C and D Divisions . 
And most recently , at the USA Racquetball National Singles Championships , Tim won national 
titles and gold medals in the Men's D and Men's 25/30+C divisions . Tim says that "my life has 
changed already from the weight loss , and I hope I can inspire others to attain their goals too ." 
You better believe that racquetball was front and center in supporting Tim in his pursuit of his 
goals and being tabbed as the nation 's "Biggest Loser." 



Close Calls 
• • • • If there's one word that exem-

. .......... "'""_ ,.~ ~ plifies Liz Alvarado, it's 
"excellence" and Friday it all paid off for the local favorite . The 
day began with Alvarado becoming the newest member of the 
Women 's US National Racquetball Team with a dominating 
performance over current U.S. Team member , Kristen 
Walsh , 15-3, 15-2. 
Sweet revenge considering Walsh narrowly escaped defeat 
last year by besting Alvarado , 14-15, 15-2, 11-4 in the quarter­
finals. "I have been training specifically for this event," said 
Alvarado . "I put more effort into my workouts and training pro­
gram this year than last year." 
Kerri Wachtel continued her winning ways as she defeated 
Brenda Kyzer 15-11, 15-3. "Kerri played really well today ," 
said Kyzer . "I was a little off today and she was a little on." 

More action followed as Cheryl 
Gudinas-Holmes (Naperville, IL) 
played her first match of the event due 
to a first round bye. Gudinas-Holmes 
sent Adrienne Fisher (Tuscaloosa , 
AL) packing with a solid defeat, 15-4, 
15-10. 
Defending champion Rhonda Rajsich 
(Fountain Hills, AZ) also played her 
first match and went up against Jo 
Shattuck in the final women's match of 
the day. "Jo is such a skilled technician 
and can give anyone problems if you 

Liz Alvarado let her in a match," said Rajsich. "I 
wanted to get in there and not let that 

happen today." Rajsich would defeat Shattuck in two games , 
15-3, 15-11 . 

The Men's US Team qualifying matches were mostly decided 
by a few points either way and that brought excitement to 
some and frustration to others. 
First up was a battle between friends as Mitch Williams faced 
off against Jason Thoerner. 

In a re-match from the 2006 US National Singles , last year 

Thoerner escaped with a 15-14, 14-15, 11-7 win . This year 
would prove to be different as Mitch came out with a 7-0 lead 
in the first game before Jason warmed up his engine and tied 
the score at 13-13. Mitch finished the first game with a blister­
ing forehand to take it, 15-13. The second started the sa~e 
way as Mitch built a 13-4 lead and never let off the gas, win­
ning 15-9. 

Next up, Rocky Carson (Ladera 
Ranch, CA) would face the new 
kid on the block, Ben Croft. The 
first game started off with both 
players standing their ground as 
Carson built a comfortable lead 
and won 15-8. Croft would kick it 
into 4th gear and run away with 
an 8-0 lead in the second game . 
Carson would grind back but 

Croft held him off and won the 
second game, 15-7. The tie­
breaker went back and forth but 
Carson never trailed and won the 
match with a final score of 11-9. 

Ben Croft 

The action continued as Shane Vanderson and Chris Crow­
ther took to the main court . Shane built a nice 12-6 lead in the 
first game and then Chris started to bring the heat. Crowther 
would get close but not before Vanderson won it 15-14. The 
second game was nearly the same result , but Vanderson 
would have none of that and closed out the match with a 15-
12 victory . 
The final match found Jack Huczek (Rochester, Ml) in unfa­
miliar territory against John Ellis. Jack came out hot and won 
the first game 15-5, looking flawless. The second game 
looked nothing like the first as Huczek was skipping the ball 
and Ellis stayed aggressive winning 15-4. Ellistyle began the 
tie-breaker with a commanding 6-0 lead over Huczek in front 
of a packed house. Jack began serving to the left side glass 
and Ellie had trouble returning those serves with success. 
Jack would come back to win 11-9 in the tie-breaker and face 
Shane Vanderson in the semifinals . Hundreds of spectators 
and fans were thrilled with the high level of competition and 
these elite players returned the favor by thanking the fans af­
ter every match played. 

P':rcentagesofsh_irt 34 0% 37.6% 15.7% 5 6% 
sizes for players m • • 

the tournament X-Large Large Medium Small 

THREE GENERATIONS OF RACQUETBALL 
In what could be a first in the history of "The Finals" or any other national tournament , 
three generations of the McAdam family played in this year 's National Singles . Robert 
McAdam (Crowley, TX) , and his son Tom McAdam (Greenwood Village , CO}, and 

, Tom 's son Matt McAdam all decided to enter and enjoy the chance to play in the same 
tournament. Living in different states nearly eight hundred miles apart , the McAdam 

/ family made the journey to Houston . 
"The reason I wanted to play in the tournament is because it will probably be the only 
chance I ever have to play in the same tournament as my grandpa and he was the one 
who taught me about racquetball ," said Matt. "I am excited to be able to play in front of 
my family and this is really special to me." 

Matt played in the Men's D and also the Men's 24-C . The youngest McAdam competed 
at the 2005 17th IRF World Junior Championships in Mexico , making it to the semi­
finals . Bob won a gold medal in the Men's 85+ and presented it to his young grandson. 
Matt was seen proudly wearing his grandfather 's medal around the club . 



Super Saturday at the Ektelon 40th USA Racquetball Na­
tional Singles Championships was filled with excitement as 
players witnessed something new this year . For the first time 
since 1999, there was a chance for two male players in the 
finals other than Jack Huczek and Rocky Carson. In the first 
semifina l, the top seed did not hold true to form as #3 Shane 
Vanderson defeated #2 Jack Huczek 15-14, 15-10. Jack was 

-V 

n--- -.,.,,.----ready to close out 
game one with a 13-9 
lead, when Shane 
found his backhand to 
be his most prized 
possession and tied 
the score at 13-13. 
Another backhand 
winner and a costly 
forehand skip by Jack 
and game one went to .__ _____ _ __ .._. ___ __ Shane , 15-14. 

Jack Huczek and Shane Vanderson Vanderson came out 

in the second game hitting more backhand winners and built a 
10-3 lead on Huczek . "When my energy level is up, I can do 
everything well ," said Vanderson . Shane kept the pressure on 
Jack and won the second game 15-10. "I didn't want to lose 
on my birthday ," said Vanderson . "This is what the sport and 
this tournament needs, something new every now and then is 
a good thing." 

The second match for 
the men was also 
"someth ing new" as #5 
Mitch Williams dupli­
cated the upset against 
#1 Rocky Carson . The 
first game did not bode 
well for Rocky as he fell 
behind 11-0. Mitch was 
picking up steam and 

--- - won the first game 15-
Rocky Carson and Mitch Williams 4. Rocky looked a little 

out of sorts but came 
into game two looking sharp with a 5-3 early lead. Rocky then 
built an 8-6 lead before Mitch took a timeout and talked to his 
friend Jason Thoerner . After that point , Mitch's drive serve 
was heating up and so was the score . Mitch would keep pres­
sure on Rocky and close out the second game 15-13, advanc­
ing to the finals. "I really wanted to have a breakout perform-

ance and what a good tournament to do it at," said Mitch. "It 
was definitely in the air today ." 
The women's semifinal between #2 Cheryl Gudinas-Holmes 
and #6 Liz Alvarado kicked off the Women 's US Team Quali­
fying. Cheryl showed 
everyone why she is 
still a dominant player 
in racquetball and 
never let Liz get in the 
match. Cheryl would 
get most of her points 
by killing balls off the 
back wall and go up 6-
2 in the first game. Liz 
took a timeout as her 
cheering section 
tried to pump her up Cheryl Gudinas-Holmes and Liz Alvarado 

and get her going. 
Cheryl couldn't miss a shot and she would win the first game 
15-4. The second game Liz had settled her nerves before tak­
ing her first lead at 5-4 . Cheryl forced Liz to the back of the 
court and kept her shooting. Cheryl went up 12-8. A few points 
later Cheryl called a timeout , came back in the court and fin­
ished the match winning 15-10. "I feel like I can always im­
prove my game by making changes ," said Cheryl. "I don't feel 
burned out and I love the train ing." 

The second women 's semifi­
nal between #1 Rhonda Ra­
jsich and #4 Kerri Wachtel 
was a thrilling display of hus­
tle and determination . 
Rhonda jumped out to a 3-0 
lead as she began warming 
up her backhand down-the­
line winner. Kerri was hitting 
a few winners herself to tie 
the score at 8-8. Rhonda 
remembered her backhand 
re-kill was her best asset 
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and went on to win the first Rhonda Rajsich and Kerri Wachtel 

game, 15-10. Kerri must have gotten some great coaching 
from her husband Chris; she came out in the second game 
moving Rhonda around and took an early 4-1 lead. Rhonda's 
backhand re-kill was "Fred Astaire-l ike," smooth and rhythmic. 
Rhonda would go up 13-8, hustle for a diving kill and finishing 
with a backhand winner for the match , 15-8. "Today was hard 
for me. I am dealing with some personal family matters ," said 
Rhonda. "But as far as racquetball , I feel like I am just getting 
started . I am capable of doing a lot of things right now and I 
am here to win." 

RACQUETBALL REACHES NEARLY 40 COUNTRIES Q RacquetballOnline. IV 
Racquetballonline .tv exposed racquetball to nearly 40 countries during "The Finals" with 
a free live audio and video stream. Pablo Fajre and Angela Grisar set up the cameras 
and also arranged for live audio commentary from Jo Shattuck as well as special guests 
US Team Coach Dave Ellis, John Ellis, Brenda Kyzer and Mike Orr. 
Friday was the busiest day as 2,250 visitors logged on throughout the day to watch the 
matches featured on the main court . Sunday was the second busiest day with 1,785 
visitors . 
As the event was concluding on Monday , a total of 9,492 people had logged in and 
watched the event from countries such as Romania , Italy, Spain, Germany , France and 
Costa Rica. There were even visitors from Turkey and South Africa , indicating that rac­
quetball inspires worldwide interest. 
For more info visit: www.racquetballonline .tv 

UVEStream,ng 
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When #5 Mitch Williams threw his arms up in the air on 
championship 
point, there 
seemed to be 
more than 
'awe' in his 
reaction , some­
thing probably 
unexplainable 
to most. Was it 
that Williams 

• pulled out the 
double upset at 

- - the Ektelon 
Shane Vanderson lines up his backhand 40th USA Rac-

quetball Na­
tional Singles Championships taking out #1 Rocky Carson 
in the semifinals and then #3 Shane Vanderson in two 
straight games in the Men's US Team Qualifying division? 
Or was it that Williams is only the fourth player to win this 
event since 2000 other than Rocky , Jack Huczek and Mike 
Guidry? 
Maybe it was because Mitch had the determination , the look, 
the swagger and the will to win. 

Mitch .Shane 

Dives 17 7 

Match Aces 0 0 

Skips 14 20 

Third Championship For Rhonda 
The Women's US Team Qualifying match was an emotiona l 
struggle for #1 Rhonda Rajsich on Sunday afternoon. 

V Rhonda dedi-

• 

cated her win 
to her family 
and to her 
grandfather 
who passed 
away last 
week . "I really 
want to do this 
for them, my 
grandfather 
never got to 

-- ~- - --- see me play, 
Cheryl Gudinas shoots her backhand so today was 

for him." 
Rhonda can now add a third championship to her resume as 
she defeated #2 Cheryl Gudinas-Holmes, 15-11, 15-8 to win 
the Women's US Team Qualifying division. 

Rhonda took her first lead at 6-5 and then began hitting her 
patented backhand re-kill to grab a few more points and go up 
12-7. Game point ended on a reverse appeal by Rhonda as 
both linesmen overturned a shot that Cheryl thought was 

There are but a few players who can match the raw power 
Will iams possesses . Combine that with his quickness on the 
court and that simply translates into pressure : the pressure of 
the ball going by you at warp speed and the pressure when he 
is making some of the most unbelievable gets on the hard­
wood floor . 

The first game went back and forth until Mitch went up 10-5, 
hitting re-kills and crisp passing shots . He never looked back 
and kept the 
pressure on 
Vanderson , win­
ning the first 
game 15-6. The 
fans were yelling 
for Vandy and 
trying to pump 
him up and get 
him going . 
The second 
game was a 
copycat of the 
first as Mitch was 
up 13-8 when 

Mitch Williams dives for a re-kill 

Vanderson gave it one last push. Mitch led 14-12 and after a 
few side outs and some incredible dives from both players, 
Mitch closed out the match with a score of 15-12 on a Vander­
son forehand skip. "I look forward to coming back next year to 
defend my title ," said Williams. "I am in complete awe." 

Stats 
Dives 

Aces 2 

Skips 11 10 

good; so did the ref. Rhonda won the appeal and the game 
15-11. 

The second game was all or nothing for both women as they 
came out drive serving and hitting crisp rally-ending shots . 
Rhonda built a quick 4-0 lead but Cheryl applied a little pres­
sure of her own 
and began to 
move Rhonda 
around the court , 
scoring a few 7"' 
points . But it was 
Rhonda 's day as 
she hit a beauti-
ful backhand 
winner, an ace, 
then a forehand 
winner to go up 
11-4. Rhonda 
never looked Rhonda Rajsich dives and shoots 
back and kept 
Chery l off balance , winning the game 15-8. "I have always 
looked up to Cheryl , I am glad she is still playing because her 
best brings out the best in me." said Rhonda. "This could very 
well be the start of a good rivalry." 
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LADIES' NIGHT OUT 
By Cheryl Kirk 

An outpour ing of support , friendship and generosity emanated 
from Ducks in the Hyatt Regency on Thursday evening . The 

USAR Women 's Committee 
hosted the Second Annual Ladies ' 
Night Out. .. with about 60 women 
(and a few righteous brothers ) at­
tending! 
Comments to the attendees came 
from Jim Hiser (USAR Executive 
Director) , Brenda Kyzer (WPRO 
athlete) , Terry Rogers (WS/MRA 

Board member), Tom Curran (NMRA President), and Randy 
Stafford (USAR Board President). 

A Racquet for the Cure raffle of an 
Ektelon 03 Pink racquet and a Wil­
son Hope racquet made happy 
winners out of Laura Brandt and 
Marcia Richards . Thanks to Ekte­
lon, Wilson , and USA Racquetball , 
no one left empty handed - rac­
quetballs, wristbands , grips , post­
ers , T-shirts - and a good meas­

ure of racquetball trivia quest ions ensured that everyone left 
even smarter than when they walked in. (Sample question: 

VIVA LAS VEGAS 
The Head/Penn "Casino Night" party on Friday was a big hit 
as players received a small bank to play craps , blackjack, rou­
lette, and Texas Hold 'Em poker . Chips were traded in for tick­
ets and the evening ended with players winning lots of cool 

Who has won the most Women's Open national titles in USA 
history? Answer - Michelle 
Gould!) 

The USA Women 's Comm ittee 
thanks Heather Fender for her as­
sistance in planning the reception , 
as well as special thanks both to 
those women who have traveled to 
Houston many years in a row as 
well as to those who made this 

..... ·, . .. •., .• : . . 
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their very first trip to National Singles . 

One of the big highlights of the weekend was the introduct ion 
of a Racquet for the Cure fundrai ser , a painting created spe­
cially by Ruben Gonzalez entitled Spirit of the Journey. The 
dedication reads , "In honor and memory of those who have 
dealt with the challenges of breast cancer in their lives." It 
was unveiled by Ruben at the Thursday reception; raffle tick­
ets were then sold for $5 each, or 5 for $20. The drawi ng took 
place on Saturday evening at the banquet and the winner was 
Steve Cook from California. An impressive total of $2,790 was 
raised in just 48 hours' time! Proceeds will go to Susan G. 
Komen for The Cure. 

prize , including Roland Grass l who won 2 free nights at the 
Hyatt and $200 to spend at the Spindletop restaurant, just for 
staying at the Hyatt! 

sponsored by 

Joe Lee & Brenda Kyzer 

nflo -,,.Jnn 

Roland Grass i. winner of 
2 free nights at the Hyatt Hotel 

and $200 to the 
Spindlet op Restaurant 

Andy Hawthorne & 
Shane Vanderson 

Players trade-in chips 
for tickets 

A table of some 
serious poker players 



DJ I 111 Ill ' 
BANQUET & AWARDS CEREMONY 
The Racquetball Night To Remember Awards Banquet at the Hyatt on Saturday night was standing room only , as racquetball 
players were treated to a first-class menu and music to dance to all night long. Shawn Royster hosted the event as awards 
were given out to athletes of the year, contributors and career achievers . Shawn, along with his production company, was re­
sponsible for the high-tech videos played on giant screens during the ceremony that electrified players with heart throbbing mu­
sic and fast action shots of great players . Next year (2008) marks the 25th anniversary of the Hall of Fame, so players should 
come dressed for the formal occasion . As Shawn said, 'Tm wearing my top hat and cane!" 

Special Recognition 
Peyton Dorsett for the Downtown 

John Halverson 
Fair Play Award 

Ben Marshall 

Special Recognition 
Ruben Gonzalez 

"Geezer Jock of the YEAR 

Steve Graham 

Male Age Group Award 
Tom Travers 

Racquet for the Cure Raffle 
Steve Cook 

Peggy Steding 
Female Age Group Award 

Merijean Kelley 

Rhonda Rajsich 

Outstanding Contributor 
Kelley Beane 

Rocky Carson 

Eddie Vann, Rhonda 
Rajsich, and Leo Vasquez 

Fred Wiegand and his friends 
get ready to eat 

Clarence Simmons, Al Schof 
and Bryan Shaw 
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TEMPE,AZ 
NATIONAL DOUBLES CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Dates Changing in 2008 

Before you read any further, please note that the 2007 National Doubles Championships will still take place September 26-30, in Tempe, 
Arizona. The 2008 National Doubles Championships will be moving to February 13-17, which is the second weekend after the Super 

Bowl. This move has been made due to the need to reschedule the US Open event to the middle of October beginning in 2008. The US 
OPEN has always been held the weekend before Thanksgiving, but both the host club and the sponsors have requested the event be 

moved to dates slightly earlier in the season . This would have provided only a few weeks separation between the US OPEN and National 
Doubles championships. 

The National Doubles championships is one of USA Racquetball's premiere events. Major events should optimally be separated on the 
calendar as much as possible in order to maximize player attendance. 

In an opinion survey that was sent out to all state directors, the consensus was that February would be a good month to hold National 
Doubles to provide for a separation on the calendar of three to five months between any two events (February, May, October) . 

Although we realize this change may be inconvenient for some previously-scheduled events, we are attempting to alleviate impact by 
contacting the professional tours and other major associations to discuss the changes and allow time for adjustments. 

Hosting a National Doubles event in September 2007 and again in February 2008 may result in addit ional concerns. The alternative was 
to delay the February event until 2009, but it was concluded that a 2008 championship is essential. 

USA Racquetball apologizes for any problems or inconveniences caused by this change. We hope every one will ultimately find the long­
term results of the change beneficial to our sport. 

Note: The 2007 National Doubles dates of September 26-30, in Tempe, AZ remain unchanged. 

The 2008 National Doubles will be held in sunny Tempe, AZ from February 13-17, 2008 . 

Official Host Hotel: Sheraton Hotel 480-967-6600 $99.00 includes shuttle and complimentary continental breakfast . 

Save on your registration fee by entering online at www.usaracquetball.com 
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Tuesday, August 28- Saturday , September 1 in Albuquerque, New Mexico USA • './ ; ; :,. ~ • 
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THIS YEAR'S EVENT • • • 
• Men 's and Women 's Singles Age-Group Divisions 35+ through 85+ 
• MEN'S & MIXED DIVISIONS BEGIN PLAY ON TUESDAY 
• WOMEN'S DIVISIONS BEGIN PLAY ON WEDNESDAY 
• Mixed Doubles throughout the tournament 
• Players may enter Mixed Doubles as only event 
• LIMIT: 2 EVENTS PER PLAYER - Players may enter 1 singles event OR 1 singles 

event & 1 doubles event, OR 2 doubles events . 

heratoir 
111 

./Jrqpenn 

EVENT DETAILS: Expanded entry form available online at 
www.internationalracquetball.com and at www.racquetball.org . To request a full 
entry by mail, contact Gary Mazaroff at 505-321-111 o, or email gmampro@aol.com 
or paula_sperling@yahoo.com. 
FEES: FIRST EVENT (Singles or Mixed Doubles) - $125.00 per player, $200.00 total 
for Husband/Wife entry ; SECOND EVENT-$30.00 ; NON-PLAYING SPECTATOR­
$55.00 (includes lunches and banquet). 
ENTRY DEADLINE: Registration forms and fees must be RECEIVED by AUGUST 1, 2007. 
EVENT HEADQUARTERS: Sheraton Albuquerque Uptown , 2600 Louisiana NE, 
505-881-0000. WSRC Room Rate - $84/night for up to 4 people per room . 
TRAVEL: United Airlines, 800-841-0460 (use acct. #565 EF for best United rate) . 

VISIT US ONLINE AT 
www.usaracquetball.com 



The MotorolaNerizon Wireless 

/RT World Championships 
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September 12 - 16, 2007 
Hosted by 

Lynmar Racquet Club 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 

y 
18• Get more information at www.irt-tour.com 
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Call 800.234.5396 ext. 120 Today for Ticket and Entry Information 
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NEW E-FORCE POWER TECHNOLOGY 
EXCLUSIVE 

RECOIL POWER EDGE f' - - - RECOIL EOGE - - --
FRAME IS ST IFFER IN HITTING AR E " ' 

FOR IN CREASED POWER A 
• Increases Stiffness for 

Blasting Power 
• Stabilizes Frame for Solid Feel 
• Allows Longest Possible 

Cross-Strings for Increased 
Stringbed Deflection and Power 

LARGER, STIFFER CYLINDERS IN HITTING AREA 

PATENTED PATENTED 

EXTREME LONGSTRING DUAL CYLINDER 
TECHNOLOGY 

• Massive Power from Increased 
Stringbed Deflection 

• Mains Extend in Free Space From Head 
Through Handle for Lethal Power 

• Crosses Anchored at Outside Edges 
of Frame, Maximized Power 
Patent #S,919 ~104 

CONSTRUCTION 
• Incredible Power & Stringbed Deflection, 

~ -- . All Strings Are Longest Possible 

J ~ C ,, .. : ~=~:,';!;,~;:,':::, '!~::: Platto,m 

~ ~ Patent #7,077,76882 
\,?;I And Patents Pending 

ALL STRINGS ARE LONGEST POSSIBLE TWO-CYLINDER DESIGN 
WITH EXTERNAL BRIDGE 

EXCLUSIVE 

HI-COMPRESSION WING 
TECHNOLOGY 

• 30% Thinner Frame for Quick 
Response and Maneuverability 

• Aeordynamic Frame Shape for Faster 
Swing Speed 

• Super-Thick Frame Walls Add Stiffness, 
Power and Durability 

MANEUVERABLE WING SHAPE 
WITH SUPER-THICK WALLS 

THE BEST E-FORCE RACQUET 

YOU WANNA WIN OR WHAT1 
WWW.E-FORCE . COM 



Seattle, WA 98115 
Phone: 206-522-FRAN (3726) ... new 
Fax: 206-260-7909 .... new 

~ Racquetball 
MART 

PROKENNEX 
Core Shadow 170 ............. $99 
Core Shadow 180 (S) ........ $99 
Shadow 180 ...................... $79 
Shadow 175 (B) ................ $69 
Shadow 185 (S) ......•......•... $69 
Silver Ace (S) ..................... $49 

HEAD 
LM IGS 175 ••••.••.••..•••.•..•. $109 
LM 170 5/8 ........•...•..•........ $99 
1.165 • 3 5/8 ....................... $69 
Ti 175 XL 3 5/8 .........•........ $59 
Ti 195 XL 3 5/8 •.............•... $39 

1 -800-875-3701 
www. law lers ports .com 

COMPLETE PRO SHOP LINE! 
VISA, Mastercard, DISCOVER accepted 

E-FORCE 
Tyranny 175 3 5/8 ........... $125 EKTELON 
Judgement Stun 160 ...•.. $130 More Dominant ................. $79 
Bedlam Stun 170 ............ $120 More Attack ...................... $89 
LP Bedlam 150 15/16 ....... $79 TT Warrior SS .................... $59 
Bedlam Lite 170 3 5/8 ...... $84 TT Vendetta SS ................. $59 

DPR 2500 Lite ................... $99 

WILSON GLOVES 
n190 .................................. $99 Call about specials 
nLite SS ............................. $99 
nPower SS ........................ $99 EYEWEAR 

Head Vision System ......... $20 

Add Power& 
Playability to Your 

Racquetball Game!!! 

Have your racquet restrung by REX LAWLER 

• A Certified Professional Racquet Stringer 
• Over 25 year experience as a player 
• Over 20 years experience stringing racquets 
• A large string collection to choose from 

297 W. Honey Creek Drive, Terre Haute, IN 47802 
Info: 812-235-3701 Fax: 812-235-4482 

Email: rex@lawlersports.com or manny@lawlersports.com 

Dream House 

Questions? Upcoming camp dates ... 
camps Q:; Fr an Dav Is Ra c q u etba ! I. com 

www.FranDavisRacquetball.com 

www.racquetconnection.com 
24 HOUR SECURED ON-LINE SHOPPING 

E-MAIL • RACQUETCON@AOL.COM 

1-888-822-2501 

YOUR RACQUETBALL SUPERSTORE 
WITH ALL MAJOR BRANDS 

AT DISCOUNT PRICES 
SAME DAY SHIPPING · DEMOS AVAILABLE 

RACQUET CUSTOMIZATION BY: 
GENE GENE THE STRINGIN' MACHINE 

1-386-788-7780 INFO 
1-386-788-7149 24 HR FAX 
2090 S. NOVA RD. #AA10 
S. DAYTONA, FL 32119 



"It's a Fact . .. nothing does 
grip like a Python. " 

#1 Jack Huczek & #2 Rocky Carson 

Python Grips (18 colors including 
new white)/ Rads/ Zone Strings 

Wristlacers / Undergloves 
Dry Grip/ Dynatlex / Gyros 
Python Wraps / Anti-Slip & 
Anti-Fog Sprays / Patches 

T-Shirts / Cell-mates 

l'VTHOH RACQUETBALL. com 
'"Clteclroatour~ 

"Simply the Best Eyeguards ... " 
#1 Jack Huczek 

& WPRO's Laura Fenton 

New Improved Turbos (10 Colors) 
Turbo Ambers/ Oxygen/Super LX 

Jr./Ladies II/ Interchangeables 
Sunglas ses / Protective Hardcases 

Mfg. By Infinite Products, Inc. 
Free Pouch & Headstrap 
Anti-Fog • Anti-Scratch 

PRESCRIPTION ADAl'rABLEI 

800-456-4305 
F.\:\: 770-751-9-169 p~ tlwn3 11 mind spring.com 

-Complete instructions, 
stringing patterns & unlimited MACE 

technical support IN THE I . 
USA! ~, ! 

.klipperusa.com / 1
/ , 

800-522-5547 . \ 
(Optional) 

780 CHURCH RD., ELGIN, IL 60123/ T 847.742.1300 I F 847. 742,0738 Machine Stand 

VISIT US ONLINE AT 
www.usaracquetball.com 

$94.50 

HOLABIRD SPORTS 
FACTORY AUTHORIZED DEALER 

CALL 410-687-6400 
CELEBRATING OUR 26th YEAR 

* ONLY AT HOLABIRD * 
AL L ORDERS - ONE LOW S4.95 SHIPPING CHARGE FOR 

UNLIMITED QUANTITY - SHIPPED WITHIN 48 HOURS 

www.holabirdsports.com 
RACQUETBALL RACQUETS-STRUNG 

I NOW OFFERING FREE SHIPPING ON MOST RACQUETS! I 
EKTE LO N E-FORCE 

03 BLACK ........................ 179.00 BEDLAM KNIFE 150 ....... 159.95 
03 COPPER .................... 229.00 BEDLAM KNIFE 170 ....... 149.95 
03 RED ............................ 149.00 BEDLAM KNIFE 175 ....... 139.95 
03 SILVER ...................... 129.00 BEDLAM LITE 170 ............ 79.95 
03 WHITE ...................... 199.00 BEDLAM SUPER MAINS 170.142.95 
03 AG .............................. 199.00 BEDLAM SUPER MAINS 175.129.95 
03 HYBRID DIABL0 .......... 57.95 LP BEDLAM 170. .. .. 99.95 
03 HYBRID SHARK ........... 99.00 LP JUDGEMENT 165 ...... 119.95 
AIR DRIVE.... .. .......... 49.95 LETHAL 160... .. ..... 219.95 
AIR LAUNCH .................... 57.95 LETHAL 170. .. ... 189.95 
DPR 2500 LITE ................. 99.00 LETHAL 190 ...... 169.95 
MORE ATTACK .................. 79.00 SHOCK .............................. 34.95 
MORE DOMINANT... 79.00 SUPER 30 DC 160 .......... 194.95 
POWERFAN OUTLAW ...... 39.95 SUPER 30 DC 175 .......... 177.95 
TRIPLETHREATVENDETTA.54.95 WILSON 
TRIPLE THREAT WARRIOR .. 59.95 BLADE ' 

PRO KENNEX ~PRO.. ....... ............ .. 1~~~ 
CORE PLATINUM 165 .... 143.95 n RAGE ........ 149.00 
CORE PLATINUM 175 .... 133.95 n TOUR... .. ... 79.00 
CORE SHADOW 170 ...... 123.95 
CORE SHADOW 180 ...... 113.95 
HC2 165 .......................... 173.95 
HC2 175 .......................... 127.95 

HEAD 
I. 165 ............................. 69.95 
LIQUIDMETAL 170 ........... 89.95 
UQUIDMETAL 180 ......... 84.95 
LIQUIDMETAL IGS 175 .. 109.95 
UQUIDMETAL IGS 185 .... 94.95 
MX 170 .................. 159.00 
MX 180 ........................... 139.00 
MX 190 .......................... 119.00 
MEGABLAST 175 ............ 79.00 
NANO Ti BLASL ............. 32.95 
NANO Ti CYBER ............... 41.95 
TI LASER ............................. 26.95 

EYEGUARDS 
BLACK KNIGHT: 

TURBO .......................... 15.95 
E-FORCE: 

CRYSTAL WRAP ............ 16.95 
DUAL FOCUS ............ 19.95 

EKTELON: 
03 BONES ................... 24.95 
MIRAGE 11.... .. .. .. 7.95 
MORE GAME ................. 16.95 
MORE GAME All.COURT 31.95 
QUANTUM .................... 23.95 
SPECTOR ...................... 18.95 
STROBE ..................... 13.95 
VENDETTA.... . .. 10.95 

HEAD: 
IMPULSE ......................... 6.95 
PRO ELITE .................... 19.95 
PRO TECH ... . ............. 15.95 
RAVE ............................. 11.95 

PRINCE PRO UTE ........... 16.95 
PRINCE PRO LITE 11 ........ 21.95 
PRO KENNEX SHADOW. 13.50 
WILSON AVIATOR ........... 17.50 
WILSON JET.... .. ....... 10.50 
WILSON n VUE ................ 44.95 

RACQUETBALL 
BALLS 

6 CANS-2 PER CAN 
EKTELON BLUE ............... 10.95 
EKTELON CLASSIC-BLK . 16.95 
EKTELON FIREBALLS ..... 16.95 

4 CANS-3 PER CAN 
PENN ULTRA BLUE .......... 10.95 
PRO PENN GREEN.... . .. 12.95 
PRO PENN HIGH DEFINITION. 13.95 
WILSON CHAMPIONSHIP .. 9.40 
WILSON Ti TOUR... . ...... 9.95 

GIANT CANS-12 BALLS 
PENN ULTRA BLUE ... ...... 9.95 
PRO PENN GREEN .......... 12.95 

SPORT BAGS 
E·FORCE: 

BACK PACK ................... 29.95 
LARGE SPORT ........... 49.95 
MEDIUM SPORT ..... 39.95 

EKTELON: 
03 BACK PACK ............. 35.95 
03 CLUB ...................... 45.95 
03 DUAL PACK ... 28.95 
03TOUR.. .. 49.95 
SLING PACK ................ 14.95 

HEAD FLEXPOINT: 
BACK PACK ............... 19.95 
CLUB ........................... 29.95 
TOUR...... .. ....... 34.95 
ULTRA COMBI ............. 24.95 

PRO KENNEX: 
HC2 BACK PACK .......... 44.95 
HC2 RACQUET BAG .... 39.95 
HC2 WEEKENDER .. .... 49.95 

WILSON: 
BACK PACK .................. 34.95 

GLOVES 
E-FORCE • EKTELON • NEUMAN 
HEAD• PRO KENNEX • WILSON 

INDOOR SHOES 
ASHAWAY 500 i-M ID-M .69.95 HI-TEC: 
ASHAWAY 3500 i-MEN ..... 74.95 VENOM 3-lADIES ...... 56.95 
ASHAWAY 5500 i-MEN ..... 79.95 WRAPTOR--MEN ......... 59.95 
EKTELON: PRINCE: 

NFS CLASSIC 1.5-MID·M ... 49.95 NFS '03 SQUASH-M ... 61.95 
OUIKTRAC GT•MID-M ..... 79.00 NFS INDOOR II-MEN .55.95 
T9 ROADSTER-M EN ..... 74.00 WILSON EM 6-LOW·M ... 54.95 

NEW BALANCE (WIOTHS): WILSON EM 6-MID·M ..... 54.95 
CT 653 GUM-MEN ........ 56.95 WILSON EM 7-MID·MEN .. 69.95 
WCT 653 GUM·LADIES49.95 WILSON EB 7-LADIES ...... 52.95 

UNDER ARMOUR®-GREAT SELECTION! 
CHECK OUR WEB FOR HOTTEST STYLES 

SHOP SHOWROOM OUTLET-PHONE-MAIL-FAX 
ALL MAJOR TENNIS & SQUASH RACQUETS , BAGS, SHOES 

& ACCESSORIES - LOWEST DISCOUNT PRICES EVER ! 

9220 PULASKI HWY.• BALTIMORE, MD 21220 
CALL 410-687-6400 • FAX 410-687-7311 

MONDAY-F RID AY 9-5 • SATU RD AY 9-3:30 
- SMALL ADDITIONAL SHIPPING OUTSIDE CONTINENTAL U.S. -

- MD. RESIDENTS ADD 5% - FREE CATALOG -

www.holabirdsports.com 



Leader in Racquetball Technology 
Unveils Tirree New 03 Racquets 
03 Copper, 03 White and 03 RG Offer Revolutionary Customization Options 

Racq uetba ll players everyw here are already 
buzzing about the never-before-seen racquet 
customizat ion offerings incorporated into 
Ektelon's th ree new 03 racquets. The sport 's 
techno logy leader is proud to officially 
an nounce the introduction of the 03 Copper, 
03 White and 03 Ruben Gonzalez (RG) - all 
of which incorporate the company's new, 
patented Tota l Racquet Customization 
offerings. Total Racquet Custom ization 
prov ides players the oppo rtunity to persona lly 
fine-tune the ir racquets based on powe r, 
stability, we ight and balance prefere nces. 
This makes Ektelon the on ly company to 
tru ly put players in complete control of their 
racquet and game. 

Beginning this July, all th ree racquets will 
be available to consumers and will come 
comp lete with a set of four Power Plugs and 
in the case of the 03 Copper, Power Ring 
Inserts as well. 

"Th is is an incredib le breakthrough 
offering for racq uetba ll players, "said Scott 
Winters, Genera l Manager at Ektelon. 
"Customization is a huge story. We know 
each player has his/her own personal 
preference when it comes to how powe r, 
weight and balance are incorporated into the 
racquet. W ith the custom izat ion options built 
into these three different 03 frames, players 
can now tweak an already incredib le racquet 
into someth ing even greater - depending 
upon what they like best or need most." 

How it works: 
Clearly marked, small, thermop lastic 

"Power Plugs "can be inserted directly into 
the 12 o'clock 0-ports to change the weight 
and balance of the frame. Every two plugs 
inserted increases the racquets power level by 

100 points and its weight by 3 grams. 
In addition to Power Plugs, each 03 

Copper will come with two interc hangeab le 
throat pieces called Power Ring Inserts that 
will allow players the opportun ity to string 
the racquet four different ways. The Powe r 
Ring Inserts help customize the string bed for 
maximum power, added contro l and 
add itiona l string life. 

All three 03 racq uets offer unique 
features. T he 03 Copper is a Super 
Widebody frame and is the most powerful of 
the three. It comes comp lete with a set of 
Power Plugs and Power Ring Inserts as well 
as a customization kit. 

The 03 White, Rocky Carson's racquet of 
choice, is also a Super Widebody frame and 
comes with Power Plugs to help add weight, 
power and dictate balance. 

The 03 Ruben Gonzalez (RG), designed 
in partnership with one of the game's greatest 
legends, is Ektelon's lightest 03 racquet ever 
made and comes complete with Power Plugs 
and an autographed souvenir head cover 

"Power is the name of the game and 03 
technology on its own is amazing. But 
offering additiona l ways to fine-tune the 
racq uet to gain additiona l power while 
dictating balance and weig ht is incredible," 
said Carson. "These small inserts add huge 
benefits and it is hard now to imagine my 
racquet without them. I have found that 
using two power plugs gives me just the right 
combination of power, stability and balance I 
need to succeed on tour. Ektelon has again 
taken into consideration the needs of players 
and raised the bar in terms of racquet 
offerings and innovations." 

USA Racquetball would like to t hank the 

Texas Racquetball Associat ion and Leo 

Vasquez for the cont inued support and 

th e do nat ion of a new LCD projector for 

t he Nat ional Events. 

ABOUT THE RACQUETS: 

03 Copper: 
• Super Widebody frame 
• Weight - 190g 
• Includes Power Plugs, Power 

Ring Inserts and Customization 
Kit 

• Power Level 3300 - 3500 
• Retail Price $229.99 

03 White: 
• Super Widebody frame 
• Weight - 170g 
• Includes Power Plugs 
• Power Level 3200 - 3400 
• Retail Price $199.99 

03 Ruben Gonzalez Signature 
Model: 
• Weight - 165g 
• Includes Power Plugs and 

special souvenir head cover 
• Power Level 2750 - 2950 
• Retail Price $199.99 

All t hree racquets are available at 
sporting goods stores or wherever 
racquets are sold . To learn more 
about Ektelon's 03 Technology or 
to find out more about racquet 
customization , log onto 
www .ektelon .com/custom izeit . 

----------------------------------------------------. ------------------------------------------- --------- ------ --------- ------ --- ----. --------------------------------------------- ----- --------------- ----------------. ---------
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Company Gets a 
Grip on Its Market 
MaxiSwing Serve Acceler ator for Racquetball Earns USAR Approval 
The MaxiSwing Serve Accelerator is a new 
racquet sports product that was actually 
derived from a golf training aid, developed to 
accelerate club head speed and accuracy for 
golfers. The patented product attaches to a 
racquet handle and then automatically keeps 
the player's fingers in position and gives 
leverage to the individual's swing, thus 
creating more speed and power. "We are 
truly excited from what market research and 
testing has discovered. We're going to change 
the way people think of what a sports grip 
should look like ... but not the way it should 
perform," says Vito Collucci, Founder/ CEO 
ofMaxiSwing Sports Products and inventor 
of the MaxiSwing Sports Grip Straps. The 
MaxiSwing's Serve Accelerator for 
Racquetball also serves as a shock absorber. 
"Our product is very comfortable and 
forgiving. I guess that is why it performs so 

Sofia LaNae Royster 
Bibs 6oz - 21 inches 
Born June 24, 2007 
Parents: Shawn & Shannon Royster 

well when using it. It's ergonomics at it best," 
states Collucci. 

Legal for tournament play 
The Serve Accelerator is also USAR­

conforming and meets all USAR guidelines. 
Collucci also gives thanks and recognition to 
Jim Hiser and to the United States 
Racquetball Association for doing the 
necessary research in approving this product 
in such a timely manner. "I believe they see 
the enormous impact that this product is 
going to bring to the sport of racquetball and 
wanted to make sure it met all gu idelines 
before they approved it." 

Currently available online 
The USAR-approved MaxiSwing Serve 

Accelerator for Racquetball is available online 
in single packs for $9.95 each. MaxiSwing 

Sports Products also produces a Serve 
Accelerator Training Aid for Tennis, a Drive 
Accelerator Training Aid for Golf, and a Fly 
Fishing Casting Aid for Fly Fishing. "We 
hope to be in many distribution chains by late 
summer and we will be producing product to 
meet any demand," says Collucci. 

Contact Info: 
MaxiSwing Sports Products 
www .max1swmg.com 

MaxiSwing is a registered Trademark. 
MaxiSwing grip straps are Patent Pending and 
made in the USA. 

VISIT US ONLINE AT 
www.usaracquetball.com 



During the summer months your state 
associations and tournament directors are 
beginning to plan their Fall/Winter 
tournament calendars. For new tournament 
listings, please check the 
USARacqu etball.com events website. New 
events are added dai ly throughout the course 
of the year. 

If you are a tournament director, please 
contact your local state organization to 
sanction your event and have it listed on the 
USA Racquetball Sanctioned Events calendar. 
For your event to appear in the 
Septemb er/O ctober issue of the magazine, 
please observe the August I deadline . 

START END EVENT TITLE 

7 / 13/07 7 /15/07 Back on The Hill 

7/20/07 7122107 Big Brothers/ Big Sisters 

USA Racquetball Event 
Sanctioning Benefits 
General Aggre gate per event liability 

coverage -- $5,000,000 

Secondary accident medical insurance for all 

curr ent licensed members 

Listing in Racqu etball Magazine 

Listing in the Tournam ent Calendar on line at 

www .usaracqu etball.com 

Weekend exclusivity as defined by your state 

association 

Assistance and support from your state 

association in some areas 

FACILITY NAME 

YMCA - Los Alamos 

Courts Plus of New Bern 

Mailing data for state members upon request 

Opportunity for players to earn state and 

national rankings 
Fre e online tournament softwa re through 
R2Sports which includes: 

• Email capab ility to promot e event 
• Online registration opt ions 
• Membership validation 
• Accountin g features 
• Building your roster 
• Player seeding options 
• Court scheduling 
• On line access for public to view draw 

sheet s 
• On line results subm ission 
• And, much more 

CITY. STATE EVENT PHONE 

Los Alamos, NM 509-539-0030 

New Bern, NC 252-633-2221 

7/20/07 7/22/07 2007 Happ y Days Summer Classic St. Andrews Family Fitnes s Center Charleston, SC 843-574-8734 

7/25/07 7/28/07 NMRA International Championships The Athletic Club of Overland Park Overland Park, KS 513-936-0504 

7127 /07 7/29/ 07 2007 Lakeland YMCA Summer Classic YMCA - Lakeland Lakeland, FL 863-875-1220 

7/27/07 7 /29/ 07 Summerfes t Glass Court Swim & Fitness Lombard, IL 630-629-3390 

7 /27 /07 7/29/07 League of Nations Doubles Pojaque Wellness Center Santa Fe, NM 505-321-1110 

8/2/07 8/5/07 2007 State Games of America Lynmar Racquet & Health Club Colorado Spr ings, CO 719-591-8756 

8/3/07 8/5/07 Capita l City Classic Kentucky State University Frankfort, KY 502-418-6001 

8/4/07 8/5/07 2007 IN/IL State Games Omni 41 Sports Comp lex Schererville, IN 317-847-6563 

8/11/07 8/11/07 2007 Kansas Summer Sizzler Shootout The Athletic Club of Overland Park Overland Park, KS 913-383-9060 

8/11/07 8/12/07 2007 Triple Crown August Racquetball Shootout Maverick Athletic Club Arlington, TX 817-275-3340 

8/ 11/07 8/12/07 2nd Grand Slam Summer Sizzler Shootout YMCA - Downtown Houston Houston, TX 281-812-4502 

8/17/07 8/19/07 2nd Annual Curt Rettke Memoria l Tournament Sport & Hea lth.Crystal Gateway Arlington, VA 703-597-9985 

8/24/07 8/26/07 2007 California State Doubles Prime Time Athletic Club Burlingame, CA 650-697 -9162 

8/25/07 8/25/07 2007 Dallas Doubles Series II Landmark Fitness Factory Dallas, TX 214-632-7322 

8/28/07 9/1/07 IRF World Senior Championsh ips Midtown Sports & We llness Albuquerque, NM 505-321-1110 

917/07 9/9/07 2007 Triple Crown Racquetball Championships Maverick Athletic Club Arlington, TX 817-275-3340 

9/8/07 9/9/07 Tad McCullough Indiana State University Terre Haute, IN usart 

9/12/07 9/16/07 MotorolaNerizon IRT World Professional Championships Lynmar Racquet & Health Club Colo rado Springs, CO 

9/ 15/07 9/16/07 Grand Slam Back to School Shootout YMCA - Downtown Houston Houston, TX 281-812-4502 

9/20/07 9/23/07 8th Ghost of Georgetown & Kansas City Open (Tier 1) IRT Pro Stop The Athletic Club of Overland Park Overland Park, KS 913-383-9060 

9/21/07 9/23/07 High Altitude Shootout Pagosa Lakes Recreation Center Pagosa Springs, CO 970-903-3054 

9/22/07 9/22/07 2007 Dallas Doubles Series Ill Landmark Fitness Factory Dallas, TX 214-632-7322 

9/26/07 9/30/07 2007 US National Doubles Championships Arizona State University Tempe, AZ 710-635-5396 

10/4/07 10/7/07 2007 Kentucky ProAm Open Racquetball Championships Western Kentucky University Bowling Green, KY 270-304-4575 

10/12/07 10/14/07 2007 Texas State Doubles Racquetball Championships Maverick Athletic Club Arlington, TX 817-275-3340 

10/20/07 10/21/07 2nd Annual Grand Slam Trick or Treat Shoo tout YMCA - Downtown Houston Houston , TX 281-812-4502 

10/27/07 10/27/07 2007 Dallas Doubles Series IV Landma rk Fitness Factory Dallas, TX 214-632-7322 

11/10/07 11/10/07 2007 Texas State Seniors Racquetball Championships Maverick Athletic Club Arlington, TX 817 -27 5-3340 

11/14/07 11/18/07 2007 Choice Hote ls US OPEN Racquetbal l Championships The Racquet Club of Memphis Memphis, TN 719-635-5396 

11/30/07 12/2/07 2007 Dallas Doubles Series V Invitational Landmark Fitness Factory Dallas, TX 214-632-7322 

12/8/07 12/8/07 2007 Holiday Racquetbal l Shootout Maverick Athletic Club Arlington, TX 817-275-3340 

12/15/07 12/16/07 3rd Annual Grand Slam St. Nick's Shootout YMCA - Downtown Houston Houston, TX 281-812-4502 
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ADVANTAGE ASHAWAY 
Because Racquetball 
is a Contact Sport 
Whether it's contact between ball and 
Ashaway Superl<ill II string or 
between court and Ashaway S00i shoe, 
Jack relies on Ashaway 
products day after day and 
match after match. 

Join Jack ... 

Play Ashaway to Win! 

Order direct from: 

('4 ~~ Sf=71RTS' 
800-875-3701 

lawlers rts.com 

racqu etball 

Jack Huczek 
World Champion & 
#2 Ranked lRT Professional 

P.O. Box 549, A haway, RI 02804 USA 

800 556-7260 
asha 

Holabird 
ports 

410-687-6400 
holabirds orts.com 



ANY WAY YOU WANT IT! 

Power Plugs located at the top of the frame accelerate racquet head 
speed for greater power. Adjust the number of plugs you want to use 
for extra power or maneuverability. Available in the new <=:>3 Copper, 
<=:>3 White and <=:>3 RG racquets. 

<=:>3 White 
Power Level 3200-3400 

EKTEIDH. 

Total Racquet Customization! 

<=:>3 Copper 
Power Level 3300-3500 

Includes - New Custom ization Kit , 

Interchangeable Power Ring inserts are located in the throat area of the 
<=:>3 Copper frame . Using the DPR 2 ring insert gives you the longest 

main str ings possible for ultimate power. The Power Ring 8 inserts 
provide extra control and extended string life. 

For compl ete de tails v isit www.ekte lon.com/cus torn1zeit. 




