

















temporarily and re-route the money to
the grass roots level in promoting
racquetball? To who or whom is the
USRA responsible to in seeing that the
monies is being spent to the advantage
of racquetball and not to ones self serv-
ing interest?
Genaro R. Marez
GRMINFO@AOL.COM
Flowery Branch, Georgia

[All U.S. Team expenses for international
competition are underwritten exclusively
through funding granted expressly for
that purpose by the U.S. Olympic
Committee — not using USRA resources.
If you'll turn to the board elections on
page 56 you'll see exactly to whom the
USRA is accountable for its own funds.
These board members are elected by the
membership (you) to do exactly as
you've suggested — oversee the finan-
cial condition of the association, plus set
and review its goals. So don't forget to
vote! ... Editor]

U.S. OPEN Coverage

First off, overall, | thought the tourna-
ment was great. | have been playing
racquetball for over ten years, and this is
the first time | have ever gotten to see
the top players play. It was something
I'll never forget and as long as it stays in
Memphis (driving distance), I'll try to be
there.

I had two concerns, however. First,
unless someone in the women’s game
arises to challenge Michelle Gould, that
part of the tournament will be rather
dull. I mean, from a skill standpoint, she
was great to watch, but the only ques-
tion was not IF she was going to win,
but by how much. The women did not
really seem to have a lot of spirit or
emotion when they played. It was serve,
kill, serve, kill, side out, etc. etc...

However, emotions ran too high in the
men’s game. | saw the semis and the
finals, and to me, both Woody Clouse
and Sudsy Monchik came across as
whiners. It was like watching an old
tennis match between McEnroe and
Connors. Both of then constantly were
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complaining about calls. The racquetball
was fun to watch, but the referee had
totally lost control of the match.

There is actually one thing I am disap-
pointed in actually, and it has to do
with the magazine itself. | like getting it
and keeping up with the pro game, it’s
just that all of the tournament results
end up being a rote presentation of
facts. The scores are given, but there
seems to be no story or no heart behind
the scores. To give an example, if Sports
Hllustrated had reported the 1986
Masters (the one where Jack Nicklaus
shot 65 on Sunday to win), | think it
would look something like this:

SUNDAY

Jack Nicklaus shot an amazing 65 to
win the Masters. He shot 30 on the
back nine with some great putting and
tee shots,

Where is the excitement in that? If |
wasn’t there, | want to know a little
more of how the match went, or what
kind of “stories” there were. A focus on
Caryn McKinney would have been a
neat way to put an angle on the Open,
as well as describing more about the
action itself. Take a look at how S
handles the Grand Slam tennis tourna-
ments. That’s the approach you need to
take. If you do that, I can relate more to
the people in the sport.
James N. Moffat
SDXC41A@prodigy.com
Brandon, Mississippi

[An excellent critique ... now, if | could
just get my hands on even a fraction of
the budget that Sl has for freelance,
professional sports writers! ... Editor]

If you like to play fast, wed lie to iﬁtrbduce you to the Penn
Racquetball. Just be thankful you don't have to retum your own serve.

The Official Ball of the AARA & WFPRA.





























































































































































































