
T1 LES IM 

• • 
ional 

3/\V S\f 

Zl lnHJ 

® 

Vol. 6 No. 1 
January, 1978 

1.50 





shoot it serve it pass it 

belt it splash it whack it 

slap it dunk it bounce it 

freeze it spin it cream it 

chop it wet it dribble it 

lob it hit it ace it loft it 

hang it clobber it bang it 

center it spike it kill it 

smash it 4t hook it boot it 

buy it, Seamco 
SEAMCO SPORTING GOODS COMPANY, DIVISION OF DART INDUSTRIES, LAGRANGE , GEORGIA 30240 

FOR MORE INFORMATION , CALL 1-800 -241-8111 TOLL FREE. 
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Actress Adrienne Barbeau readies herself for a 
return dur ing one of her many racquetball 
workou ts. For the inside story on Ms. Barbeau 's 
entry into r.b. see page 14. 

- Photo by Peter C. Borsar 
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From Bob Kendler 

"And we know th at all thin gs work 
together for good to them that love 

God, to them who are called according 
to His purpose ." 

9 Romans 28 

Roll Call • • • 
There isn 't a better time to have an 
accounting than at the end of the old 
year and beginning of the new . It is also 
the time that we should resolve to do 
good , more good and still more good 
through the medium of racquetball. 

Let's call the roll for the past 12 months, 
good ol' 1977 . . . 

Seamco and Leach have again stood 
firmly by our side. And to these large 
racquetball firms, each number one in 
their product categories, we have 
added Colgate-Palmolive . You just 
can 't find them any finer . 

Then we added the Public 
Broadcasting System, a potential of 
271 stations, coast-to-coast , full one 
hour show .. . not bad for openers! First 
time in history, too, although we'll see 
to it that it's just the beginning of many . 

To this we add Xentex, an Exxon 
affiliate . No one doubts they will 
revolutionize the court club building 
business with their new, patented 
panels . 

Sports Illustrated Court Clubs added 
another merit badge to our collection , 
and we are proud as can be that they 
will be hosting the National 
Championships this June . Craig Hall 
and Henry Luce Ill are certainly doing 
their part . 

A long came the computer , the Lou is 
Zahn Data Corporation , and soon our 
member ship backlog will disso lve. Our 
circulation department will be more 
efficient and up to date , meaning that 
you will get your magazine on time! 

Most welcome of all is that magazine, 
- which beginning with this issue is 
now a monthly publication. This is 
without question our biggest step 
forward . 
Our dear ladies came into their own this 
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year with two separate profess ional 
women 's events , wh ich will prove that 
the gals can stand on their own as a 
viable commodity in the racquetball 
world . 

Double the flavor is the word for the 
men. Twice as much prize money and 
numerous endorsement opportunities . 
Things are going their way, and the 
players couldn 't be happier. 

An outstanding organization of 4 7 state 
affiliates , - all with financ ia l aid from 
national headquarters , amounting to 
over $100,000. 

New funding for the state and regio nal 
tournaments with added travel 
allowan ces for more categories of play 
to the nationals . 

More money has gone into amateur 
promotion, with free balls and other 
tournament items, a superb juniors 
national championship, and more 
USRA administered events than we 
even care to count. 

Then we added a couple of wives. 
Chuck Leve has a little doll, - Terry 
Fancher has a little wi ldcat, - and the 
main office has my adorab le Evie. 

Our biggest catch of the year is Danny 
Bertolucci. Handling national 
tournament s is his specia lty. Now we 
are going to teach him how to handle 
the ladies ... and th en let one catch 
him! 

Our staff cont inued to grow with Milt 
Presler, Carol Brusslan , and Jack 
Kend ler servi ng aces for the new 
monthly National Racquetball, which 
could not have been accomplished 
without their expertise . 

The roll call goes on and on, - there 
could be pages and pages of 
honor ab le mention , - particularly the 
wives who offer ed their services like 
Inez Ardito and Mary Ellen Lancaster . 

That's besides the angels who 
volunteer from our construc tion offices 
when the other dozen or so staff 
members become overburdened. 
People like Noubh ar, Dorothy and the 
two Eileens, - bless you , - every one 
of you . 

None of these achieveme nts came 
easy . But we didn't expect any easy 
victories . Nor did we expect some of 
the intrigue that makes targets of all 
successful pioneers . We have stopped 
the greedy from taking advantage of 
the players on other occasions in both 
racq uetball and handball simply by 
showing the players that they will do 
themselves more good by sticking with 
us . And we 'll do it again if we must. 

Our course is clear for the New Year . 
Our resolu tion is to protec t racquetball, 
all of it, from those "get rich " boys who 
do noth ing but take out of the sport, -
never putt ing anything in. To fragment 
racquetball, - to make a three ring 
circus out of a healthy and charac ter 
building sport is just not going to 
happen . 

History has long since made c lear th~t 
our involvement in the court sports 1s 
totally without personal gain. 
Every where around us are those who 
have other ideas, - se lfish ideas, with 
no concern for the future of the sport or 
the characte r of the players . We stand 
firm on the resolution that we will build 
th is sport for the players and not the 
promoters . 

The forces of evil have already sho wn 
their ugly heads . In th is New Year, let 
us stand together in ridd ing our trust ~f 
anyone with less than principl e as his 
purpos e. 

Happy New Yea r! • 





National Commissioner 

Racquetbal 
United Nati 
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The racquetball world is made up of 
many, many factions, each 
representing a different, albeit related, 
interest in our sport . The racquetball 
world is comparable to any other world 
in which all strive to live together while 
at the same time improving one's life 
among the others. 

In this blossoming sport, the USRA 's 
position among the different "nations " 
is similar to that of the United Nations . 
One of our main responsibilities is to 
keep peace among all of the varied 
interest groups, while at the same time 
promoting the sport for the good of 
everybody. 

Although simply stated , this amounts to 
a Herculean task, yet one which we feel 
is the most crucial to the future of the 
sport , lest chaos ensue . 

Private racquetball facilities, a 
phenomenon of the last five years is 
certainly a key to the future. 
Well-financed , successful clubs are 
crucial. Intelligent growth to this phase 
of the racquetball industry will lead to 
more court building and the exposure 
of the sport to millions who have yet to 
be brought the health and good will of 
racquetball. 

These facilities also serve as 
tournament hosts, in order that we 
continue to showcase racquetball with 
the best competition possible for all the 
world to see. We must work to see that 
these clubs find tourn aments 
financially successful, while at the 
same time providing the maximum 
benefits for competitors . 

As guest of these facilities and as 
ambassadors for the sport , it is 
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imperative that at all times the respect 
due the club is shown by all players , 
administrators and spectators . 

As well , the players are due the respect 
they deserve as the upper echelon of 
racquetball competition, both in 
personal relationships with the facility 
and in tournament benef its. 

The players can help everybody by 
showing the cooperation that is 
expected of all competitors , amateur 
and pro alike. That includes showing 
up for matches on time, ready to play; 
conduct both on and off the court that 
enhances the image of racquetball ; 
general neatness of appearance; and 
making sure that his or her entry form is 
sent in prior to the deadline . 

On the state level, chairman and 
committees must carry out these 
general philosophies in order to 
continue to effectively promote the 
sport. The discipline that has to be 
shown on the pro tour , should be 
carried out locally as well , whether in 
state competition , regional 
tournaments or pro tour stops in their 
area. 

Manufacturers and sponsors are 
always looking to protect their interests 
and investments and rightly so . The 
respe.ct that is due the people who are 
putting up the money should be 
uppermost in everybody 's mind - for 
without their substantial investment 
there would be no money to play for . 

The responsib ility of the USRA and 
NRC is first to its members - to ensure 
that they receive all of the benefits they 
deserve as members of the 
association . That includes receiving 

Joe Ardito 

National Racquetball on time in a form 
that they can enjoy and that will help 
the ir game . 

In that mold ther e are advertisers who 
are pay ing substantial fees to alert the 
racquetball pub lic about their products, 
and their interests must be looked after 
as well . 

What it boi Is down to is a huge task that 
the USAA and NRC must undertake to 
keep all nations of the racquetball 
world at peace . As racquetball grows 
the task becomes more complex, more 
involved and more difficult. 

In order to meet that challenge , new 
staff members are added period ically 
to help the associations keep pace with 
the sport . We are constantly rev iewing 
policy to keep an eye open to rev isions 
dictated by racquetba ll's growing up. 

At the same time, our job would be far 
easier if we would rece ive the 
cooperation of all the nations , since our 
goals are truly their goals . If racquetball 
is promoted proper ly, all the nations will 
find not only peace with each other but 
financ ial success as wel l. 

Respect , understand ing , humility -
these are all ingredients to peace and 
success. We will not shy away from our 
responsibility to racquetball ; rather we 
intend to rise up and meet it. 

We all will be most successful if 
everybody pitches in and does the ir 
share , sort of a golden rule of 
racquetball. Perhaps this is an 
unattainable dream , perhaps not. One 
th ing is for certain, - we owe it to 
racquetball to give it our best shot. • 



ISN'T IT 
TIME YOU 

TURNED PRO? 
With Saranac's R-70 PRO 
Look for Saranac 's PRO emblem on our 
famous racquetball g love acclaimed 
nationwide as the finest .. . "the choice 
of the pros! " 
The PRO is crafted from Saranac 's own 
nativ e d eerskin ... hand selected to be 
na tura lly lig ht and tacky. Designed with 
a snug-fitt ing elastic and fully ad justable 
Velcro clos ure, the glove offe rs extra 

comfort and a feel 
of confidence. 

SARANAC GLOVE COMPANY 
P.O . BOX 786 GREEN GAY. WISCONSIN 54305 
PHONE: 4 14 / 435 3737 



XENTEXeCOURT PANELS: 
THE UNBEATABLES 

"'(IJ-other finish ,s nee- and nearly maintenance- free. 
l> essary. And you can Virtually indestructible. Xentex 
erect Xentex panels In any panels don't peel, shrink, warp 

. , weather. or delam1nate since panels do 
~ Easy to maintain . not absorb water They 

--..,--~,'"·" Xentex pane ls re- don 't chip or crack 
sist ball marking, when hit with a 

are easy to clean _7-- ""'""·•'"' racquet . 

Xentex-a miracle product of 
Exxon research - otters you a 
combination of advanta ges that 
no other court pane l or material 
can even come close to matching. 

r------------- -, 

Superior playability. 
Outstand ing re­
sponse results in 
true , consistent 
rebounds . non­
sweat surface 
"grabs " the ball, 

especially on put-away s. 
Variety of sizes. Xentex com es 
in a wide range of sizes ... 
5'x10' , 5'x20' , 
10'x20 ', up to a 
giant 10'x40 '. You 
can install walls 
with a minimum 
number of seams . 
Strong . Xentex 
has an outstanding 
strength-to-weight 
ratio that prov ides 
a superb , long-lasting 
playing surface . 
Easy to erect. Xentex 
panels are a pleasure 
and easy to handle and 
work with . No paint or '71lI ::::::;;~ 

FREE 
Xentex Company 
Dlv1s1on of Exxon Enterprises. Inc 
23 Industrial Road 
Londonderry , NH 03053 

Please send me full 1nformat1on 
on Xentex panels and a sample 

Name 

Company 

Zip 

Recognized . Xentex Is the 
exclusive and official panel of 
the United States Racquetball 
Association. 
We'd like to send you more infor­
mation plus a sample of Xentex . 
Call 603-669-9835. Or send the 
coupon 

Xentex 1s a registered trademark 
of Xentex Company for their high ly­
structured composite thermosetting 
plastic reinforced with glass fibers 
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Centurion '"- New carbon filled composite 
construction. Black heat-welded strings, plush 

raised-leather grip. 18.5 inches, 250 grams 

Choose 
your weapon. 

We make five great racquets , not just one or two. 
So more than just getting a choice of responsive 

aluminum or composite frames , you get a choice 
of strings , grips , weights , and even lengths . 
So choose your weapon . Choose a Spalding. 

Smasher"- Extra long, 
ex1ruded aluminum frame, rugged 

steel eyelets, durable twisted 
nylon strings. leather grip. 

19 inches, 270 grams 

LOI 

Futur a'"- New metallic brown­
anodized aluminum frame. 

Exclusive nylon/stai nless 
steel impregnated strings. 

Rich raised leather grip. 
18 inches, 260 grams 

Top - Flite~ 
Spalding's 

heaviest racquet 
built for power 

play and durability. 
Expa nded teardrop 

head shape with clear 
tournament nylon strings 

and a top-grade leather grip. 
18 inches, 285 grams 

Rebe l'.:.. New nylon/ 
glass-filled composi te, 

blue twis t nylon strings. 
Raised stitch leather grip. 

18.5 inches, 255 grams 

--------------------~------------- - ~--------







Warping , rotting, sanding and refinishing 
are elements of the past. Low 
maintenance and long life are here with 
DYNATURF'S revolutionary synthetic 
racquetball surface . These features will 
prove favourable to your investment 
time and time again. 

Shin splints, dead spots and inconsistant 
ball bounce are virtually eliminated . 
DYNATURF is a resiliant synthetic 
elastomer finished with a smooth 
urethane sealer. DYNATURF permits 
foot slide, quick movement and 
sudden change of direction 
without pull on knees and legs that can 

• 

result from a hard surface . 

With twice the durability of wood , 
DYNA TURF for ,racquetball is availab le 
in a full range of colors and 
color combinations . 

DYNATURF for racquetball. 
The revolution begins now. 

The 

l Vn1/ud. 
P.O. Box 2476 Company 
Columbus , Ohio 43216 
614/ 294-3776 

l 
l 



Gil South. Greensprlng Rocket Club 



Feature 

Adrienne Barbeau 

by Nick Longhurst 
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It was a traumatic day for sexy actress 
Adr ienne Barbeau the co-star of the hit 
Maude tv series as she warmed up for 
a televised sports event at a California 
university . 

The TV stars competing in a Challenge 
of the Network Stars tournament had 
attracted a horde of pretty co-eds to the 
ocean view campus of Pepperdine 
University . 

"Looking at them, I realized I had 
passed the point in my life when my 
body was going to take care of itself ," 
she explained. 

And that presented just as much a 
problem for Adrienne as the rest of us, 
for her television career, with the 
upcoming chance of a ser ies of her 
own depended on her staying in shape. 

Now the talented actress and singer 
(she is about to release a pop rock 
record) zips around Hollywood 
unselfconsciously in short shorts and 
sneakers . . . and it is all thanks to 
racquetball. 

She took time out from her third weekly 
sess ion at the Center Courts in West 
Los Angeles to talk about the calorie 
burning tournaround in her life. 

Adrienne first set foot on stage when 
she was three as a ballerina, but she 
only hit the big time when she was 
signed to play Tevy's second daughter 
in the 1968 Broadway production of 
Fiddler on the Roof . Then she won a 
Theater World Award as the most 
promising young actress for playing 
Rizzo in the Broadway show Grease. 

That award brought her to the attention 
of producer Norman Lear and he 
signed her for the role of Carol , the 
counterfoil daughter in Maude . 

But coincidentally it was the long 
running role in Maude which caused 
Adrienne the biggest problem . . . . how 
to keep fit within the tough television 
time schedule. 

"I was totally turn ed off by athletics 
and since my p arents were both the 
same way, I didn 't really get any sort of 
exercis e. I took tennis lessons and I 
hated them but wh en I got to 
Hollywood I tried to take up the game 
again . 

"It seems everyone from Johnny 
Carson down plays that dumb game." 
she joked. 
"But it didn 't work for me . I quickly tired 
of the politics . The diff iculty finding a 
court and the big problem -f inding 
someone good enough to improve my 
game and not too good so I would ruin 
theirs . 
"And that's like trying to find a 
husband ," she laughed . 

"It is hard trying to find any enjoyable 
sport that doesn 't take all day to p lay, 
but in the spr ing , when I saw all those 
pretty young things , I knew that I was 
going to have to do someth ing. 

"/ hadn 't worn shorts since I left school 
... and gues s why. " 

But Adrienne 's try-anyth ing once 
attitude took her along to a racquetball 
court with a friend , and after only a 
couple of sessions she knew she found 
what she was looking for . 

"I was hooked ," she explained . 

"Now I play every spare moment I 
have . .. at least three times a week 
and sometimes more . First I could only 
go for a short time but now I have built 
up my stamina , and muscles and I 
have lost those important few pounds. 
With me it wasn 't so much weight 
except everything needed tightening 
up a little ." 
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Photos of Adrienne Barbeau by Peter C. Borsar 

After a couple of months playing with 
friends Adrienne took her first lesson 
and luckily found out she wasn't doing 
too many things wrong. 

"I have good court sense and the pro 
told me I could really excel at 
racquetball . .. and that's what I am 
going to do." 

There is an added bonus for our sport 
too. For Adrienne, each time she gets 
invited to appear on a television talk 
show , explains as much as she can 
about racquetball. And she has already 
introduced a group of her friends to the 
game. 

"And without exception they have 
become just as enthusiastic as I am. 

"There is just one thing I want to 
complain about though. When are we 
going to get our own feminine style of 
clothes. There are times when even we 
get tired of wearing oversize mens' 
t-shirts and baggy shorts. 

"It's time the clothing manufacturers 
started realizing that women 
racquetball players want to look just as 
good as tennis players . After all, we 
know we have the better game." • 
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"The Hammer." In the hands of the serious player it means 
power, control, velocity, balance, lightness in weight. 

"The Hammer." Graphite or unifiber for strength. Zone•wei&hted 
for power. Head desianed for maidmum hittina surface. Tubular 

frame for lightness. Full foam core to minimize vibration. 

"The Hammer." An extension of your arm. And your will. 
It's at your racquetball dealer's. 

Grrr-afallo),'s "ffammea~ 
~ Gra talloy Corporation, 1020 North Marshall, El Cajon. Californ ia 92020, U.S ·• 



Feature 

Welcome to Raggedball 
by Jame s H. Rutz 
Let's see if you 're a good guesser . 

At a tennis /racquetba ll club there were 
two men standing in the game room 
talking with each other . One was a 
racquetb all player , the other a tenn is 
player. 

One of them - I won 't say wh ich -
was wearing a navy Pierre Cardin 
swe at suit over a color -coordin ated 
wh ite-and-verm ilion shirt and shorts . 
His matching sock s were new ish and 
his wh ite shoes were freshly cleaned . 
Although he had been playing for a 
while , he had taken time to re-comb his 
well -trimmed hair . 

The other man had been playing, too -
obv ious ly. His gummy hair was as 
non-directional as a chrysanthemum . 
His untucked , faded tan Coors t-sh irt 
clashed quietly with his once-yellow 
shorts , which were actual ly a pair of 
vintage 1968 pants with the legs 
apparent ly hack ed off in a rage by a 
blind chimpanzee with a very dull 
hatchet. Any traces of elasticity must 
have left his socks by the time Genera l 
Tojo marched into the rubber 
plantations in Ma laya . His sho es -
what was left of them - if discarded in 
a skid row alley , would have been 
rejected as emergency housing by any 
self -respecting drunk mouse with even 
the worst head cold . 

But enough of these subtle hints. I 
shan 't say more. You 'll have to guess 
on your own wh ich one was the 
racquetball player . If you have any 
trouble deciding , then you 've never 
been around racquetball courts . 

Editor 's Note: A number of women players 
objected to Chuck Leve's blast at the fair sex's 
racquetball fashion s in a recent National 
Racquetball story . "Unfair," they cr ied, " the men 
look worse." Now we have a story that gives 
equ al time to the beh avior and dress of men and 
women who play (and watch} our sport. 

NATIONAL RACQUETBALL 17 



How Gritty Is Your Nitty? 
Our beloved game is in danger of going 
as far down in status as it is going up in 
popularity . 

With as much established tradition as a 
week-old freeway, racquetball is in 
desperate need of a clear style and 
good image to go along with its 
exploding institutional growth . If we 
don't keep working at developing such 
an image, the game could suffer badly. 

Racquetball is a nitty-gritty sort of 
game which otters anyone a chance to 
get all the muscular and 
cardiovascular exercise he or she can 
handle . Tennis dropouts by the 
thousands are making the del ightful 
discovery that they no longer need to 
concentrate on threading the ball 
through a narrow 18-inch band just 
above the net. All they have to do is 
wind up and let 'er rip at four hundred 
square feet of front wall. The most 
awkward beginner can let it all hang out 
and yet sustain an exhausting rally . 

The problems begin to creep in at the 
point where we let it all hang out in 
regard to personal appearance and 
conduct, with little restraint or taste 
applied . 

I've been thinking about this subject for 
some time ; what finally moved me to 
write this piece was the tragic report (as 
yet unverified) of the death of a young 
racquetballer in Florida. According to 
the story he was inadvertently locked in 
at closing time in the men 's locker room 
of a racquetball club which did not 
require its members to clean out their 
lockers per iodically . He was found 
dead by an attendant the next morn ing 
with his nose thrust desperate ly into 
the crack under the door . 

Let's Hear It for 
the (aaaughh!) Ladies 
California leads the nation in many 
trends , including racquetball. Although 
I am a loyal citizen of the state , I hope 
we 're not leading in racquetba ll style. 
Almost every day that I play I see 
women players stumbling toward new 
lows in taste and decorum. 

The bra , for instance, seems to be on 
its way out as an item of dress on some 
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courts. Some women (of whatever 
endowment) seem oblivious to its 
benefits, which include the 
maintenance of modesty . A halter top 
can be an adequate substitute, but a 
t-shirt can 't. As a match progresses a 
woman can get rathe r hot and soggy. 
The initial opac ity of her t-shirt can 
dwindle to something between clingy 
gauze and saran wrap . 

The total impact of the no-bra look 
sometimes is considerably heightened 
by imprinted motto es on t-shirts . At a 
recent tournament I saw a full -figured 
young " lady" spo rting the notice , 
"Kona 's Knockers " across her chest. 
Al various other times I've been 
startled to find normal-looking women 
advertising in giant letters such 
mottoes as "Bitch ," "Racquetballers 
do it lower ," and " I'm a Virgin (This is a 
very old t-shirt) ." Even more 
astounding was a pneumatic 
bombshell with the strategically-placed 
message from Coca -Cola , "It's the rea l 
thing!" I've seen others even too 
obscene to be mentioned. 

Add to these gross breaches of 
propriety the increasing use of bikini 
tops and see-through styles, and you 
have a pretty crummy picture . Sexy , 
yes . Funny , often. Attention-gett ing, 
always. But such displays of loose 
morals can only drag the game down . 

Let's Hear It for the 
(urp!) Guys 
The national three-wall (outdoor) 
championship this summer was an 
exciting affair . Three-wall play is 
somewhat more demand ing physically 
than four-wall , and spectators get to 
see a lot of great effort as the player s 
hustle to cover the large r effective 
playing area . The tournament was held 
at Orange Coast College in Californ ia. 

The ladies put on a great show , but the 
men weren 't quite as impressive. Oh , 
the talent and competition were there , 
all right - in spades . Neither Rich 
Wagner nor newly-crowned U.S. 
indoor champion Dave Bledsoe could 
even fight the ir way into the finals. 

Style was almost non-existent. Few of 
the guys wore anything spec ial for the 
tournament . And the finals match was 

as poo r in dress as it was rich in skill. It 
featured Rick Kassle r, the slim, 
hyperenerget ic defending champion 
agai nst muscul ar Dave Tritten, a 
handballer who plays racquetball when 
he can 't find a handb all match ! 

Throughout both games (which he . 
won) Rick kept pausing just before his 
serves to tug desperat ely at his defunct 
knee-length soc ks, which immediately 
collapsed into a set of concentr ic 
anklets. (We know you 've got good 
ones at home , Rick !) Dave, who also 
has better at home. wore an ancient 
cut-off swe at shirt proclaiming "Mater 
Dei Varsity ." The grey shirt had a 
prom inent pink hole the size of a 
modest cannonba ll. 

Is this what we are wanting sponsors to 
spend their money promoting? The 
drama and skill were good enough for 
television , but that's where ii ends. 

Beer and Boos 
A camera panning around the courts at 
that championship would have ~hown 
300 spectators seated among signs 
saying , "No Alcohol ic Beverages or 
Dogs Allowed on Campus .·· It also 
would have picked up several dogs and 
over a hundred empty beer cans , some 
with part of the ir aromatic contents 
sp illed out on the asphalt. Wimbledon 
is wasn 't. 

Ano ther recent tou rnament offered an 
official beer-chugging contest at the 
awards bash afterward . A chug-a-lug 
may be fun for many people , but its a 
poor bet for setting a quality tone. Can 
you imagine , for instance , Au9usta 
Nationa l Golf Course sponsorin g a 
chug after the Mast ers? 
And j ust to show that the indoor crowd 
has no more couth than the outdoor 
crowd , I would remind you <:>f the 
nat ional indoor champ ionsh ip fina1s 
match between Dave Bledsoe an 
Marty Hogan . The gallery , descnl ~d 
by Nat ional Racquetball "as vicioL as 
they were rabid ," repeated ly boo_ 
and cheered against Hogan. The 
belittlement even bothered Bledst 
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who said later , " He 's a fair and honest 
champion and didn 't deserve the 
rid ing ." The scene was rem inisc ent of 
pre-Chr istian Romans lustily root ing for 
the lions . 

Watch Your !#*)@? ! Language 
There are over 600 ,000 words in the 
English language . The average col lege 
student has a vocabul ary of over 
60 ,000 wo rds. Some racque tbal l 
players have a working vocabul ary of 
s ix word s. The se same six tired words , 
muttered , shouted , and shr ieked over 
and over , are becoming the lingua 
franca of racquetbal l. They don 't 
convey much of a range of ideas . I once 
had a cocke r spaniel who could 
express a w ider variety of sent iment s 
than that by bar king. 

To swear is ne ither brave, polite, nor 
wise . Forc ing offen sive language upon 
opponents and other s in neighboring 
courts is rude and sel fish ; som e 
neighbors don 't mind, but some do . 
And the indiscriminate mixing of terms 
for excrem ent , sex, and deity serves 
on ly to advertise the ho llow and 
disgust ing condition of the swearer 's 
valu e system . 

Some players try to make a case that 
play ing racquetball is supposed to let 
off steam . That's true , but it does so by 
providin g exercis e, not a big box in 
wh ich to yell epithets . If all that was 
needed to let o ff steam we re a place to 
give vent to profanities, vulgar ities, and 
obscenities , then a closet or phone 
booth wou ld do . According to this 
school of thought tens ions could be 
dissipated simply by walkin g out to the 
garage , hopp ing in the car , ro lling up 
the windows , and primal scream ing 
unt il the muffle r fell off . Don 't you 
believe it. Champion ath letes from a 
hundred sports have test ified that they 
did not begin to excel until they 
mastered their tempers . 

A quiet comment of anger or disgust 
after a part icularly poo r shot will relie ve 
some ten sion , but a continual stream of 
blue -air blasphemy will only leave a 
pe rson more agitated than before . And 
it won 't do the sport any good , either . 

No Yachts, No Skateboards 
We are the pioneers of racquetba ll. Our 
style of dress and decor um will set the 
tone of the sport for the next 30 years. 

time off from work to play a match in a 
racquetball tournament if your boss 
class ifies racquetball in with 
skateboarding . Imagine your position 
in try ing to set up a racquetball game 
with a client or a date if he or she 
classifies racquetba ll with wrestling . 

If we blow it, we' ll have a major battle 
gett ing up to the leve l of respect that 
tennis players now enjoy . We might 
even be class ified just a notch or two 
above aficionados of pong , gir l 
watch ing , pinball mach ines , cock 
fighting , dodge ball, and poker . (Just 
think of how ma ny decades it took to 
restor e poo l to a respectab le family 
game .) 

I'm not arguing for affectation . 
Racque tba ll w ill always be a rugged 
sport . We 'll never have the gentee l 
image of polo players , archers or 
trim aran racers . 

But we do have to beg in show ing a little 
more class sometime , somewhere . 
And the effort starts with you , 

Imag ine the diff icu lty of tryin g to get 
pardner! • 

At last. A book on how to 
WIN ~! ,~~~"!~~~~~!!! , .... 

b)' \ 'kwrL Sc,,tar, M .. U 

Wr i l e for yo ur co p y 
o f H ow to W IN 
a t R acque tba ll t od ay . 
A n d s tart wi nning m o re . 

W IN 
C A MELOT TOWERS, 
Sui t e 20 4 
1•115 E. ST ATE S T . 
RO C K r O R D, ILL. o l 108 

ONLY 

$395 

t he book for you . Fro m hi s o wn ex p e r ience o n th e cou rt , 
O r. V ic tor S pe ilr tc llc; y o u a b o u t t h e s tra teg i-..~ you c;, n u sr to 
bea t yo ur o p po ne nt .. . eve n if h e 's a be tter p l;,,y c r! Hi s recipe 
fo r suc ces ,; ic; a ski ll ful bl end o f p lann ing, psyc h o loRY , m o-...ie, 
ga m cc;m a nsh ip an d p h ys ic:i l co nd i t ioni nF;. Y o u ' ll lc .i r n .;1bout : 

New Se rve s to Wi n 
T urnin R a Lo~c; Ar o und 
\<\.' in n ing Ti red 
f ee l W,;,1 ch ing 
D r.'s C o ndi tio ninR T ipc. 
T he M a~te r Psvch 
T h e Mo s t Imp orta nt S h o t 
in the Ca m e 

. . . and M o re! 

Be at ing a S hoo te r 
Be atin g a Runn~r 
Bca tin ~ a Be ller Pl aye r 
T raps 
Ho pe t..:ss Si tuat io n Movf!s 
T o urnam c nl S t ra l cgy 

I --------------------------------------------
1 W IN 
: C A M ELOT TO W ERS, S uite 20 ·1 

H I SE . S TA TE ST . 
ROCKFO RD , ILL. 6 1108 

O f co u rse I , ,.tant to , ...,in ! Ple ase ~end ____ co py (ies) 
o f I-lo w t o WI N a t Rac qu e tball SJ .OS ea . , p lu s SOC fo r 
sh ipp inf-l an d han d lin g . 

P;iy men l e ncl o c.cd s ___________ _ 

Na m e ( P dnt )I---------------
A ddrc ,s _______________ _ 
Ci ty ________________ _ 

S ta te ___________ Zi p ____ _ 
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Feature 

Kendler Honored 
With Humanitarian Award 
U.S. Racquetball Association 
president Robert W. Kendler was 
honored the evening of October 23rd 
with the annual Humanitarian of the 
Year Award, presented by the 
American Jewish Committee. 

The award was presented before more 
than 500 of Kendler's business, 
personal and fraternal friends who paid 
$125 a plate to attend the dinner . 

The proceeds of the evening wen_t to 
the charitable causes of the American 
Jewish Committee, which furthers 
understanding of one 's fellow man, 
regardless of race, ethnic or religious 
affiliations. 

Kendler, who was unable to attend due 
to a recent illness, had his son Richard 
receive the award and present his 
acceptance speech. 

Kendler joins prestigous company as a 
recipient of the Humanitarian Award. 
Past winners include the late Senator 
William Benton (Connecticut), former 
publisher of the Encyclopedia . 
Brittanica ; Albert E. Jenner, Jr ., senior 
partner of the Jenner and Bloc_k law 
firm ; Robert D. Lilly, former president of 
American Telephone and Telegraph ; 
Joe L. Albritton , publisher of the 
Washington Star; Donald M. Graham, 
former board chairman of the 
Continental Illinois Bank; and Oscar 
Getz, chairman of Barton Distilling . 

The evening was superbly M.C.'d by 
Joel Hillman , a close business 
associate and personal friend of 
Kendler . 

Introductory salutes were delivered by 
Maynard I. Wishner of the American 
Jewish Committee, who exp lained the 
aims and purposes of the AJC 's 
activities; Jim Jacobs, former handball 
great, whose remarks outlined the 
contributions made by Kendler in the 
fields of handball and racquetball; 
William Stratton, former Governor of 
Illinois, who related Kendler's 
accomplishments in the Lincoln 
Academy of Illinois; and Robert L. 
Giesel, who commented on Kendler's 
contributions and accomplishments in 
the fraternity of freemasonry . 
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Mr. Kendler's acceptance speech 
follows : 

From the day that Maynard Wishner 
talked to me about the Human itar ian 
Award, there has been a fierce struggle 
taking place within me concern ing my 
fitness for the award . Also , there has 
been a tremendous temptation to 
relate the story of my life . .. I suppose 
because it began in poverty and 
prospered without the benefit of 
education . Fortunate ly for you . the 
struggle has ended , and the temptat ion 
has been suffocated, so I can tell you 
about a Great Humanitarian instead ... 
one Abraham Lincoln. Now I don 't think 
you are expecting a page out of hist?ry , 
nor do I plan to give you one. There Is a 
unique chapter in Lincoln 's life that 
bears telling at this time and on this 
occas ion . 

His life , like mine, began in poverty and 
also succeeded without benef it of 
educat ion. Strangely enough , the great 
joy of his life , like mine also , was 
handball. And both of us grew up 
alongside an alley with all the prejudice 
that goes hand in hand with ignorance . 
It wasn 't hard for me to become his 
disciple because he believed Plato's 
philosophy that all men are by natu re 
equal, all of the same earth , by the 
same Creator and, however we 
deceive our selves, as dear to God is 
the poor peasant and the mighty 
prince. 

A long time ago I learned that if you feel 
sorry for yourself, you have a full time 
job . That is the trouble with self-pity . It 
monopolizes our thinking and leaves 
us helpless to deal with life itself. It is 
like a fog that closes in and obscures 
the mountain peaks , leaving our 
horizons too low to be chal lenging . 

It was said of Lincoln that he was the 
"saddest of men " and yet, in his times 
of defeat and failure, he could tell 
humorous stories that left his friends 
rollicking in laughter . He was sad, not 
because he was sorry for himself , but 
because he felt burdened by the 

suffering and pain of others . The Civil 
War was a cross he carr ied with agony, 
and there were times when he suffered 
acutely , but he never retreated from the 
fray. That made him , in my book, the 
greatest Humanitarian ot modern . 
times , and a proper subJect for this 
occas ion . 
How can I feel otherw ise about the _man 
who said "I hold that while man ex,sts, 
it is his d~ty to improve not only ~is o_wn 
cond ition but to assist in amehoratmg 
mankind 

1

and , therefore , without 
entering upon the deta ils of the 
question , will simply say that I am for 
those means wh ich give the greatest 
good to the greatest number ." 

The story of my own life began 
alongside an alley in Milwaukee . The 
Abraham Linco ln story also began 
alongside an alley in Springfield , 
Illinois . In 1860 the Illinois Stat~ 
Journal occup ied # 116 North Sixlh 
Street, and the Carmody Store 
occupied # 114 North Sixth Street. The 
three-story bu ilding at the south end of 
the block was owned by Judge 
Stephen T . Logan . 

The vacant lots between the Carmo?Y 
Store and the Logan building were in 
an alley which one day becam ~ a 
handball court. The two other sid~s 
were enclosed by board fences six or 
eight feet high . Inside the fence s were 
seats for visitors and players who were 
waiting their turn . 

The ball , when in play , was tossed 
against the north wall of the Logan 
building. The game required six 
players, three on a side . The three 
players who lost, paid 1 O_ ce!1ts each .. • 
making a profit for the winning team of 
30 cents a game. History tells u~ that 
during one of these games, a_polltical 
convention was taking place in 
Chicago and on that day, one ma;1 
won both th~ handball game and ·11e 
presidential nomination . His name \ :1s 
Abraham Lincoln . 

Mr . Lincoln did not attend the , 
convention . He was not enough o, 



candidate , he said , to go to Chicago , 
and too much of a candidate to stay 
away . Because he was always a 
humble man, he remained in 
Spr ingfie ld and found comfort for his 
restlessness (as we all do) by playing 
handball. On the last day of the 
convention, Mr. Lincoln was out bright 
and early . He talked on the streets with 
neighbors and friends , as had been his 
custom for years. He was anxious and 
depressed. 

The anxiety and depression 
disappeared, however , upon his 
reading the bulletin showing the result 
of the second ballot. 

It is not actually proven that Mr . Lincoln 
was engaged in play at the moment he 
first received news of his nomination. 
But we do know he played handba ll on 
every day of the convention . 

As the final balloting for the presidency 
was taking place , Mr. Linco ln and 
others went over to the Journal office . 
Soon afterward, the editor announced 
he would go to the telegraph office for 
the third ballot. What happened when 
he returned is best told by the 
gate -keeper of the handball alley. ~is 
account is in substantial harmony with 

other printed reports , and is now told in 
full for the first time. I quote William 
Donnel ly: 

"I worked in the Carmody Store and 
usually had charge of the ball court. I 
smoothed the wall and leveled the 
ground . I made the balls. Old 
stockings were raveled out and wound 
into balls .. . then covered with 
buckskin . Mr . Lincoln was not a good 
player . He learned the game when he 
was too old , but he liked to play and 
did tolerably well. 

"I remember when he was nominated 
as though it were yesterday! 
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It was the last day of the convention , 
and he was plainly nervous . He played 
handball a good deal during every day 
of the convention , evidently to relieve 
his overstrained mind . 

··1 was standing down in front of the 
Carmody Store when Edward Baker , 
Charlie Zane, and one or two others 
brought word from the telegraph office 
that he was nominated . It was the 
bulletin showing the result of the third 
and last ballot . I naturally followed the 
crowd upstairs to the Editorial Room 
on the second floor. The telegram was 
read, then handed to Mr . Uncoln who 
read it aloud again . After a lot of 
hand-shaking , we returned to the 
street below . Mr . Uncoln appeared 
anxious to get away . When he came to 
the entrance of the handball court , the 
players gathered round , 
congratulated him and pledged their 
support . He thanked them, looked at 
the telegram he held in his hand and 
said, 'There's a little woman over on 
Eighth Street who will be glad to hear 
the news . If you'll excuse me. I'll go and 
tell her .' Then he left for his home . I can 
see him now as he walked away . He 
leaned forward and walked mighty 
fast. The boy who went with him had to 
run, almost, to keep up with him . Mr . 
Uncoln never came back to the court 
or played handball after the day he 
was nominated ." 

This incident conf irms the fact that the 
girl upon whom he bestowed the ring 
inscribed with the words "Love is 
Eternal" was always first and 
uppermost in his thoughts . 

In an affidavit signed by Henry Butler 
regarding the history of the Lincoln 
portrait, he includes a statement that 
he played at the personal request of 
Mr. Lincoln himself ! I just wish I could 
have had that distinction of playing with 
Mr . Lincoln . When I tell the young kids 
about some of the great old timers I 
have played, I imagine they suspect 
that Lincoln was one of them! 
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The closest I ever came to Mr . Linco ln 
was in meeting his great-grandson , 
Robert Todd Lincoln Beckw ith. This 
remarkable, gentle man was elected to 
receive the Lincoln Academy 's Regent 
Award and be deco rated with the Order 
of Lincoln .. . a great honor awarded to 
laureates adjudged as having made 
the most outstand ing and deserving 
contribution to human endeavo r and 
betterment in the State of Illinois . As 
the last living descendant of Abraham 
Lincoln, Beckwith has maintained the 
honor and dignity which his illustr ious 
great-grandfather bestowed on the 
family name. He has been generous to 
his native state with gifts of histor ical 
records and furnishings, so that future 
generations can enjoy their public 
display at the Illino is State Historical 
Library . .. and , may I add , at the 
handball Hall of Fame . This will soon 
be under construction right next door to 
this resort . Mr . Beckwith very 
generously made a present of three 
priceless papers from the Lincoln 
collection to Evie at the convocation in 
Peoria this spring. I am proud to be a 
Regent of the Lincoln Academy , and it 
was our privilege to spend several days 
with Mr . Lincoln 's great grandson . 

Rufus Rockwell Wilson , in his book 
Intimate Memories of Lincoln , states , 
"A further personal knowledge of Mr . 
Lincoln which impressed me was his 
love of handball . Immediately south of 

the Journa l offic e, I saw Mr. Lincoln 
play handball a number of times. My 
memory is clear that he got as much 
real enjoyment in these games as any 
of the others. His suppleness , leaps, 
and strides to strike the ball were 
comical in the extreme . 

One incident took place dur ing the ball 
games which I will never forge t. I had a 
nephew named Patrick Johnson who 
was expert in the game . He struck the 
ball at one time , and it came in contact 
with Mr. Lincoln 's ear . I ran to 
sympathize with him , and ask if he was 
hurt. He answered in the negat ive, but 
reached both of his hands toward 
heaven . 

In viewi ng his countenance , I had to 
stra in my sight , he being so many feet 
taller than me. I exclaimed , 'Mr. 
Lincoln , if you are going to heaven, 
take us both! ' " 

Mr. Lincoln 's towering sense of 
equality could find expression 1n no 
better sport than handba ll. As he 
abolished slavery and injustice, so the 
United States Handball Association 
abolished all the practices that denied 
players absolute freedom . By the h ... ·1 of 
God , given by Him to human ity, all r en 
are free , are brothers , and are eqL. ~is. 
Travel perm its, sanctions , member ,1p 
restr ictions relating to race , color, • 1d 
creed were treated exactly as Mr 
Lincoln treated slavery. In the gatei 
eternity, the black hand and the w1 ? 

hold each other with an equal clas 



am sure that handball taught Linco ln 
that the measure of man was his 
character and sportsmanship ... and 
not his color or creed. Kings and their 
subjects , masters and slaves, find a 
common level in two places . . . at the 
foot of the cross and in the grave . This 
was clearly expressed when Lincoln 
said, "As I would not be a slave, so I 
would not be a master . This expresses 
my idea of democracy . Whatever 
differ s from this , to the extent of the 
difference , is no democracy ." 

Another Linco ln biographer , Benjam in 
P. Thomas, recognized the fact that 
Lincoln 's greatness was not solely the 
result of any unique abilities ; rather he 
comb ined his abil ities with moral and 
spiritua l fibers . It was his deep bel ief 
that the universal liberty of mankind 
was surely the will of God and, 
therefore , a goal worthy of our nat ion . 
We all know peop le and nat ions who 
seem to defy decency , honor , and 
human dign ity. They find it necessary 
to tortu re, imprison, and exile those 
who cha llenge their power. They real ly 
fear the truth and doubt their power and 
are, therefore, fright ened by the 
thought of freedom . Linco ln expressed 

it like this: "Neither let us be slandered 
from our duty by false accusation 
against us, nor frightened from it by 
menaces of destruct ion to the 
government nor of dungeons to 
ourselves . Let us have fai th that right 
makes might ; and in that faith let us, to 
the end, dare to do our duty as we 
understand it." 

There 's a wonderf ul parable in the 
Bib le about the house founded on a 
rock, and it is a clear call to our 
generation, and future generations , to 
bui ld on ethical founda tions that wi ll not 
fail us when rain, flood, and wind lash 
aga inst the nation. If we bow to God's 
wisdom , as Lincoln did, we will build 
both our lives and our nation on the 
rock. We will understand there is no 
greatness without goodness, no 
strength without integrity , no power 
without justice , and no 
humanitar ianism without princip le. 

In our business , everything we do is 
based on principle. The homes we 
bui ld and restore indicate a devotion to 
the we lfare of the community, which is 
one definition of a humanitarian. 

In our handball and racquetball 
associations , "we hold these rules to 
be self -evident ; that all men are 
created equal , that they are endowed 
by their Creator with inalienable rights, 
and that among these are life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness " . . . in 
sports as well as life. In racquetball we 
have introduced a lifetime sport to 
millions of peop le throughout the world . 
Together with handball , we have 
undoubtedly brought fun, health, and 
exercise to unto ld millions of men, 
women, and children . More than all 
else , it has given the players character, 
whether they experienced victory or 
defeat. 

In the words of Abraham Lincoln , 
"Character is like a tree , and 
reputation is its shadow . The shadow 
is what we think of the tree, but the tree 
is the real thing ." Good sportsmanship 
is now the common denominator in our 
sport which consists solely of the 
common man who has found this the 
sport for all the people. Each one of us 
is bound to make the little circle in 
which he lives better and happier. 
Bound to see that out of that sma ll 
circle, the widest good may flow. Each 
may have fixed in his mind the thought 
that out of a single household may flow 
influences that shall stimulate the 
whole commonwealth and the whole 
civilized world . 

To top it all off, we publish two 
magaz ines that have become the 
bibles of our sports. They are totally 
free of scandal, gimmicks, and 
criticism . Both product and editorial are 
conducive to the well-being of our 
players ... physically, mentally, and 
spiritua lly. There are not many 
magaz ines like that on the market, are 
there? In recognition of this philosophy, 
we have been honored with the 
Centurion Award wh ich is given only to 
those who devote their lives to a sport 
without personal gain. In this day of 
commercialism, there are not many 
sports like this either! 
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There is only one thing dearer to my 
heart than handball, and that is Evie. 
No man, living or dead, was ever more 
in love than I am. For me, she is the 
perfect wife. If you see any character in 
me, it brushed off from Evie. She has 
always seen the good in everyone; she 
recognizes the need in all ... for 
understanding and love; she has an 
inexhaustible well of compassion 
sufficient for all mankind. Believe it or 
not, it is through handball that I first met 
my little sweetheart. My happiness, my 
success and, yes, my humanitarianism 
spring from Evie's inspiration and love. 

Every man is said to have his peculiar 
ambition. Whether it be true or not, I 
can say, for one, that I have no other 
ambition so great as that of being held 
in genuine esteem by my fellow men, 
by rendering myself worthy of their 
esteem. And I hope, for all of us, that 
the lamp of liberty will burn in our hearts 
so that there shall no longer be a doubt 
that all men are created free and equal. 

One of the noblest men who ever lived, 
Mr. Lincoln has placed a halo over 
handball, just as the American Jewish 
Committee has placed a halo over the 
humanitarian. This is such a strong 
word, with such wholesome and 
charitable connotations, that I feel 
extremely humble to find myself in the 
Chair of Honor this evening. In the 
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global happenings of our anxious and 
aggressive society, and even in our 
own affluent communities , we all know 
there is much work to be done. I know 
my prayers join with yours in the 
brotherhood of men who, recogn izing 
life's difficulties, try to overcome them 
with those simple, sought-after 
qualities .. . honesty and love of 
mankind . These two qualities are, to 
me, the essence of humanitarianism; 
and know that they, coupled with the 
wholesome game of handball, give me 
the creed by which I live. 

I want you to know that I regard every 
one of you as humanitarians also. You, 
too , have a regard for the interests of 
mankind, and your attendance here 
demonstrates your benevolence. So 
please join with me in accepting this 
award ... it is yours to enjoy as well as 
mine. Everything I say tonight, I say for 
you . And everything I receive, I share 
with you .. . because without you and 
your generosity, our goal of helping 
others could not be achieved . There is 
no way I can thank you except by trying 
to do more of the good for which you 
honor me. 

I was blessed with a Jewish foster 
father whose beaut iful philosophy 
brought me many memorable honors. 
But I consider this award my most 
prec ious one . For it comes from people 
I hold dear . .. not only because of their 
good deeds but because so many who 
are near and dear to me are of Jewish 
faith. You are in my heart, my sport, my 
fraternity , my business and my fa~ily. 
So I deeply thank the American Jewish 
Committee for finding the fitness that 
justifies this high honor . .. a good 
measure of which I owe to the untiring 
efforts of my dear friend, Joel Hillman, 
and all of his capable volunteers. The 
task that he performed defies . 
description . Let me just say that this 
should be a two-part award , and Joel 
should be honored for zeal. I have 
never witnessed such total dedication 
to a cause that honored another. But 
for you, Joel , this would not be the 
proudest moment of my life. 
"No man has a right to leave the world 
as he found it. He must add something 
to it; either he must make its people 
better or happier, or he must make the 
face of the world more beautiful or 
fairer to look at. " I hope I did . . . for my 
family's sake . 
I expect to pass through this life but 
once . If therefore , there be any 
kindness I can show , or any good thing 
I can do for my fellow being, let me do it 
now and not defe r or neglect it, as I 
shall not pass this way again. o 



Feature 

Frozen Arctic's 
Hot for Racquetball 
by Tom Koch 
Just above the Arctic Circle and 800 
miles south of the North Pole in Thule , 
Greenland, Americans and Danes are 
promoting and competing in 
racquetball. 

When I first arrived at Thule Air Base in 
August, 1976, to assume my new 
position as Chief, Information Division , 
I was surpr ised to find three regulat ion 
racquetball /handball courts in the base 
gymnasium . For an Air Base with only 
200 American Air Force personnel and 
1,300 Danish/American civilian 
contractor employees, the courts were 
more than I ever expected . Coming 
from Chicago, IL., where I served as 
the advertising and publicity officer with 
Air Force Recruiting Detachment 501 , I 
had become very interested in the 
United States Racquetball Assoc iation 
(USAA) and their efforts to promote 
racquetball. After playing racquetball 
for 10 years and having the opportunity 
while in Chicago to compete in several 
local and state tournaments and 
racquetball leagues, I was eager for the 
chance to help promote racquetball. 

As the United States Air Force's 
northernmost Air Base Thule supports 
the North American Air Defense 
Command (NORAD) by operating the 
Ballistic Missile Early Warning System 
(BMEWS) - the world 's largest radar 
installation . Our mission is vital to 
American defense and everyone at 
Thule has an important role in our 
mission. It is also important that 
recreation and leisure time activities be 
readily available for all base personnel 
to keep active and busy during their 
one-year tours at this remote isolated 
location . Here at "The Top of the 
World" we have 24-hourtotal darkness 
for three months of the year and 
temperatures will dip to a frigid minus 
40"F and winds can reach up to 200 
miles per hour causing zero visibility 
and a chill factor of minus 90°F. 

We thought racquetball would be the 
ideal outlet for many of our base 
personnel at this arctic outpost. We 

Chris Uggerholt (left) and Captain Tom Koch stand on the Thule pier which stretches out into 
the North Star Bay with Mount Dundas in the background . The North Star Bay is the free 
world "s only Arctic deep water port . For eight months of the year (Oct . - May) the salt water bay 
freezes over five to seven feet thick . The port is open to fuel and resupply ships only during the 
months of July and August. 

began with offering group and private 
beginner/intermediate lessons to men, 
women and children. And, after some 
very successful tournaments and 
clinics, enthusiasm for the game grew . 

Less than a year ago 10-12 men were 
regularly playing the game. Now - five 
tournaments later - more than 80 
players are positioned on the men's A, 
B, C and ladies' challenge ladders . 

In addition to trophies, racquetball 
equipment and souvenir T-shirts, the 
awarding of USRA memberships to our 
tournament winners has been a major 
factor in our success to promote the 

game at Thule . The majority of our 
residents at Thule Air Base are Danish 
nationals who have never seen or 
heard of racquetball except for what 
they have learned from the Air Force 
servicemen stationed here. 
We are confident that racquetball will 
continue to thrive here at "The Top of 
the World" at Thule, Greenland -
only 800 miles from the North Pole. • 
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Instructional 

Four Basic Serves 
by Steve Keeley 

Editor's note: The following 
instructional article on the racquetball 
service is an excerpt from Steve 
Keeley's cassette tape instructional 
course "Racquetball Lessons Made 
Easy ." This six-lesson package 
includes two one-hour cassette tapes 
and a course booklet of photos and 
diagrams. It is available for $9.95 plus 
25 cents postage from : "Cassette 
Course ," 8864 Betelgeuse Way , San 
Diego , Ca., 92126 . 
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The most important part of Racquetball 
is the serve. You may coast by with 
weak strokes or leaky strategies, but 
not with ineffective services . Therefore 
this - lesson number three - is the 
most significant of all. 

Preview 
Before going into the four spec ific 
services understand four things. First 
the serve is not a totally offensive shot 
as in handball or tennis . In racquetball 
serve either to put the ball safely into 
play or to elicit a weak return. The pure 
ace is more often inadvertant than 
intended in our sport . Second serve 
from approximately the center of the 
service box. When you stand too close 
to either side wall , you sacrif ice the 
all-important center court position at a 
time when that strateg ic central station 
is free for the taking. Third serve to your 
rival's weaker stroke - almost always 
his backhand - most the time. Fourth 
choose about three services from the 
ones described here . Inventing exotic 
variations each time you step into the 
service box confuses you more than 
your opponent. 

Now for the four basic serves. They are 
the garbage, lob , drive and Z. In each 
case I will provide a starting position in 
the service zone, a bull 's-eye to aim for 
on the front wall, and the resulting 
presentation to the receiver . Thus , 
each serve boils down to standing at 
position "X", hitting bull's-eye "Y" and 
having the ball go to presentation "Z". 

Figure 1. Imagine or place a box in the rear 
corner for a drop In target for the garbage serve. 

Garbage 
The garbage is short on looks but long 
on effectiveness . The 
starting position is within the central 
service area. The bull's -eye for the 
garbage to the backhand is midway up 
the front wall and a foot to the left of 
center. If you follow these directions, 
then the ball presents itself to the 
receiver shoulder high and deep in the 
left rear corner . 

The garbage is half-way between a lob 
and a low-hard serve . It is often called a 
half or low lob. To execute it bounce the 
ball to the floor in such a way that the 
rebound peaks at about chest hei9ht. 
Contact the sphere at this chest high 
peak . The stroke is a push rather than 
the norma l forceful forehand swing. 
Pretend you are a shot-putter p~~ing 
the ball rather than hitting . Tap 1t into 
the front wall and it dr ifts with deceptive 
ease at the receiver . It bounces four or 
five feet behind the short line and 
rebounds upward and to back court. 

If you wish to utilize a "crutch" with the 
garbage serve , try the Box The~ry. 
Envision a four-foot square box with an 
open top in the left rear court c~rner. 
Try to drop your garbage (after its . 
single floor bounce) into the top of this 
box to achieve optimal effectiveness . 
Note figure 1. 

The garbage to the forehand is equally 
as deceptive and equally as easy to 
execute as to the backhand . The 
starting station and receiver . 
presentation are the same as with the 
serve to the backhand side. Use a 
chest high push or putt of the ball. The 
bull's-eye for this service is midway up 
the front wall and a foot to the righl 0f 
center. With both garbages to eith" ' 
side make sure the ball does not hit , ·~ 
side wall more than three feet from ·· ~ 
rear wall, if indeed there is side w:- · 
contact at all. 



Lob 

Now for the/ob. The lob serve is simply 
a loftier version of the garbage with a 
side wall thrown in . See figure 2. Initial 
positioning is three or four feet to the 
right of center . The front wall bull 's-eye 
is three-quarters of the way up on the 
front wall and about a foot to the left of 
center . The receiver presentation is 
similar to the garbage serve - around 
head high . As with the garbage contact 
the lob at the zenith of its chest high 
bounce from the floor. Push or putt or 
softly loft the ball upwards at the front 
wall target area. It must rebound high 
and traverse the upper court 
atmosphere toward the left corner . 
During the sphere 's downward 
trajectory , it strikes the left side wall 
approximately six feet up from the floor 
and six feet out from the back wa ll. The 
dampening effect of this side wall 
contact prevents the ball from 
rebound ing hard off the rear wall for a 
set up . 

Thus the main difference between the 
garbage and the lob is that the garbage 
avoids side wall contact unless very 
near the back wall , whereas the lob 
must brush that side wall during its 
downward plummet. Also , the higher 
altitude lob is much more difficult to 
serve up with control. I recommend the 
garbage over the lob. 

/ 
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Figure 2. 
Lob serve the ball 
must brush side wall 
to be effective . 
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Figure 3. Drive serve center court posit ion. 
Three basic paths of the drive to the backhand . 
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Drives 

Let's look at the/ow hard services . The 
drive serve to the backhand probably 
elicits more weak returns than any 
other service. Unfortunately , it is also 
the most difficult of the serves to 
control. Examine figure 3. The starting 
stance is in the center or a foot to the 
left of the central service box . The front 
wall bull's-eye is about three feet up 
from the floor and a foot to the left of 
center . When driven into this target 
area, the ball rebounds , hits the floor a 
few feet behind the short line and skips 
quickly to the receiver at about knee 
height. 

The stroke for the low drive serve is the 
basic drop-and-hit. Bounce the ball so 
it peaks off your front foot at knee 
height or lower. Strike it with 80 per 
cent power at the knee high or lower 
bounce zenith. The most common 
errors among greenhorn servers in this 
regard are to clobber the low drive too 
hard and too high. Both these 
misexecutions cause the ball to 
rebound off the back wall for a routine 
set up. 

The Box Theory may also be applied to 
the drive serve . Imagine a three foot 
square box sitting in the left rear corner. 
The side of the box facing the front wall 
is open and the idea here is to drive the 
ball through - not bounce it into as 
before - this box . Stated in terms of 
dimensions, the drive serve is effectual 
if it rebounds (1) off the back wall lower 
than three feet up from the floor, (2) off 
the back wall less than three feet 
toward the center from the left side wall 
and (3) off the left side wall first less 
than three feet in from the back wall. It's 
obviously much easier to visualize an 
imaginary box . 

In conclusion the low hard or drive 
serve is a potent means of initiating 
play, provided you execute it with 
thread-the-needle accuracy . It is a 
favorite of many of the professional 
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players late in the second or third 
games when the receiver's accuracy is 
shakey due to fatigue. Another helpful 
hint is that the livelier the ball the more 
effective the controlled drive serve. 
Serve up most of your drives to the 
backhand , though an infrequent 
well-camouflaged drive to the forehand 
may earn an ace. Generally do not aim 
for the crack (the exact juncture 
between the side wall and the floor) on 
the low hard serve. The beginner will as 
often as not miss the crack and serve 
up an easy plum ball. 

Z's 
The final serve of the basic four is the Z 
or Garfinkle . There are the high and the 
low Z's to the backhand, and the high 
and the low X's to the forehand. The 
most effective of these are the low Z to 
the backhand and the high Z to the 
forehand . 

First the Low Z to the backhand. 
Assume a starting serving stance three 
to six feet to the left of the center 
service box, as in figure 4. Aim for a 
bull's-eye on the front wall about four 
feet up from the floor and one foot in 
from the right side wall. After a few trial 
runs on the court you'll discover the 
more significant dimension here is the 
latter one - the foot in from the right 
side wall. The ball presents itself to the 
receiver about chest high after angling 
rather sharply into his body off the left 
side wall. 
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Figure 4 . .. Z .. serve to backhand . 

The stroke for the low Z is the same as 
for the low hard drive. Only now drive 
the ball into the forementioned Z-ball 
front wall target area. The sphere 
strikes the front wall, ricochetes briskly 
into the right side wall and then travels 
cross -court and posteriorly. After the 
floor bounce it hits the left side wall 
three to five feet in from the back wall 
and three to five feet up from the floor. 

Try the low Z to the backhand a few 
times and have someone retrieve your 
attempts. You'll be surprised at how 
fast you pick it up . Next try it in a game. 
You will be further amazed at the 
number of forced weak returns . When 

Figure 5. "Z " serve to forehand . 

someone comes to me and asks for~ 
five point improvement in their game in 

just five minutes , I teach them the low 
hard Z. 

Now for the High Z to the foreha~d. 
This serve is as multi -angled as its 
kindred lower Z to the backhand , but 
that is where the resemblance stops. 
Note figure 5. Starting st~nce for the 
forehand Z is in the service box 
midpoint from either sid~ wal l. Front 
wall bull's-eye is one foot 1n from the left 
side wall and six to eight feet up from 
the floor . The ball caroom s off this 
target into the left side wall and courses 
cross -court toward the right rear 
corner . Receiver present ation is hc.1d 
high. 

The stroke for this serve is more 0 1 1 

garbage -like push then a drive-like 
slam . Propel the ball into the bull's-e) 



with about 50 per cent power . After the 
floor bounce the ball comes off the right 
side wa ll four to six feet high and four to 
six feet in from the back wal l. Obv iousl y 
this is not that difficult a serve to return , 
but it's effective because it's eas ily 
exec uted and cannot be blasted back 
offensiv ely, unless the receiver rushes 
up to vo lley it on the fly . 

Ruminate a moment on these two Z 
variations with their respective ang les, 
heights and veloc ities . Restudy their 
diagra ms. It becomes apparent that the 
low hard Z to the backhand is 
essent ially a mult i-walled dr ive serve to 
the bac kha nd. The higher Z to the 
forehan d is essentially a multi -walled 
garbage to the forehand . 

Pract ice 

These have been the four fundamental 
racquetball serves. Unlike strokework , 
you will master the services after just a 
coup le of one-half hour practice 
sessions . And since service is the 
cornerstone of good overall play, the 
time spent drilling garbages, lobs, 
drives and Z 's is worthwhile . By the 
way solitare service practice is boring 
unless you employ a bagful of balls, or 
a retriever , or both. 

Diagram 1 outlines the starting stance , 
bull 's-eye and receiver presentation for 
each of the four serves. Take this 
synopsis into the court and start with 
the garbage serve. Hit thirty to the 
backhand and ten to the forehand. 
Then practice the lob to the backhand . 

Diagram 1 

Then go to the drive serves. Hit thirty to 
the backhand and ten to the forehand . 
Do the same for the low backhand and 
high forehand Z's. 

As you practice innovate. Does it help 
to hit the garbage serve higher up on 
the front wall than I recommended? 
Maybe you attain more side wall 
english on the low hard Z by adding a 
slice to the serve d ball. Also, as you 
play, ask for feedback from your 
practice opponent. Ask "Which serves 
were hardest to return?" "Which were 
eas iest?" All offshoot quotation is 
part icularly applicable here : "If only we 
could see our serves as other people 
see them ." • 

SERVE ST ART ING ST ANC E FRON T WA LL RECEIVER 
BULLSEY E PRESEN T ATION 

GARBAGE CENTER OF SERVICE BOX MIDWAY UP AND 1 SOFT ANO 
(TO BACKHAND) FOOT LEFT OF CENTER SHOULDER HIGH 
(TO FO REHAND ) CENTER OF SERVICE BOX M IDWAY UP ANO 1 SOFT ANO 

FOOT RIGHT OF CENTER SHOULDER HIGH 

LOB 3-4 FEET RIGHT OF THREE -QUARTER UP SOFT ANO 

(TO BACKHAND) CENTER IN SERVICE BOX ANO 1 FOOT LEFT SHOULDER HIGH 
OF CENTER 

DR IVE CENTER OR 1 FOOT LEFT 3 FEET UP AND 1 HARO ANO 

(TO BACKHAND) OF CENTER IN SERVICE BOX FOOT LEFT OF CENTER KNEE HIGH 

(TO FOREHAND) CENTER OF SERVICE BOX 3 FEET UP ANO 1 HARO ANO 
FOOT RIGHT OF CENTER KNEE HIGH 

LOW Z TO 3-6 FEET LEFT OF 4 FEET UP AND 1 MEDIUM HARD , 

BACK HAND CENTER IN SERVICE BOX FOOT LEFT OF ANGLED ANO 

RIGHT SIDE WALL WAIST HIGH 

HIGH Z T O CENTER OF SERVICE BOX 6-8 FEET UP AND SOFT, ANGLED 

FOREHAND 1 FOOT RIGHT OF ANO CHEST HIGH 

LEFT SIDE WALL 
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Court Clubs 

XENTEX 
The Ultimate 
Court Construction Material 

Michae l J. Roman (L) , Marketing Director of Xentex, and Dr. Stephen S. Dorn, Division 
Manage r, inspect the construction of the court built adjacent to the company 's headquarters In 

Londonderry , New Hampshire . 
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Nestled amidst the autumn splendor of 
central New Engla nd is a new and 
excitingly different racquetball court. 
So far, it's been played by a handful 
of enthus iasts and given a thorough 
shakedown by pros like Mike Romano 
of Fitchburg , Massachusetts , who 
have called it the best court 
construction material they have ever 
played aga inst. Romano, who is one of 
the top doubles players in the U.S., and 
tops in New Eng land , proclaims its 
playing surfaces to be fast , lively and 
true . He also marvels at the way the 
surface grabs the ball du ring a kill or 
putaway shot. 

The court , erected in Londonderry , 
New Hampshire , on the sprawling 
grounds of Xentex Company , a division 
of giant Exxon Enterp rises, is strictly a 
prototype . It was des igned by the 
company to demonstra te a unique 
structural material called, simply , 
Xentex , a completely new type of court 
pane l that offers many tangible 
benefits to racquetball players and 
court owners alike. 

The material has made a strong 
impression on USRA off icials. So much 
so that, after a recent workout on the 
court, they subjecte d the materia l to 
further tests , then selected it as the 
off icial and exc lusive panel of the 
USAA . 

Barely three years old, Xentex was 
dubbed a phenomenon at birth and 
remains so today because it is truly a 
new material in the str ictest sense of 
the word . At the time of its introduc tion, 
it caught on immediately with the 
nation 's major truck manufacture rs 
who began using it for tough, 
over-the-road hau ling and for 
contain erizing cargo for transpo ratirm 
by ship. It is also being used 



A technician checks panel thickness as part of 
the Xentex quality control procedure . 

successfully in drying ovens, noise 
suppressors, hockey rinks , swimming 
pools, and is being evaluated for 
dozens of other applications both 
routine and exot ic as the versatile 
design properties of the material are 
recognized . 

Basically, Xentex is a thermoset plastic 
surfaced with Tedla r® , a practically 
indestructable protective film made by 
DuPont. As compounded for court use, 
it has a solid smooth surface 
throughout for uniformity of ball bounce 
and a core filled with glass fibers for 
exceptional strength and rigidity . The 
panels can match or surpass the 
struct ional strength of most composite 
panels yet weigh less . At the same 
time , Xentex offers high insulating 
quality per unit of weight and volume , 
boasts a long-lasting appearance and 
performance life , comes ready to use 
without painting or other finishing and 
can be easily cut , shaped and joined . 

"The finished sheets ," emphasizes 
Tim Sullivan, Xentex Sales Engineer, 
"is not a sandwich structure . It 's a 
completely homogeneous material 
that won't crack, craze, chip , peel, 
delaminate, absorb moisture, or 
disintegrate ." 

Sullivan, who is an impressive and 
rather aggressive racquetball player 
himself , is fond of demonstrating most 
of these features on court by 
unexpectedly slashing at the walls with 
his expensive racquet. 

" You can keep this up all day ," he says 
in all seriousness, "If you have the 
stamina, but you won't end up with 
marred walls and chips all over the 
floor. " 

What also makes Xentex so suitable 
for racquetball courts is the panel size 
which is admirably suited to the overall 
dimensions of the regulation court. But 
first, a look at the sheet-molding 
process , an operation that's calculated 
to hold one 's undivided attention . 

Xentex maintains a full equipp ed labor atory for perform ing continuous tests to control the 
phy sica l and chemical pr op erties of the produ ct. 
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A large 10' x 45 ' panel as it comes from the molding machine. While panels are available in 
this size, other sizes-s uch as, 4 'x4 ', 4 'x 8 ', 5' x 10', 5' x 20 ', or 10 ' x 20 ' - are available. 
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Picture , if you will , a covered cookie 
sheet or mold 1 0 feet wide and 40 feet 
long. You mix a batch of 'dough ' 
we ighing nearly 1,000 pounds, pack it 
into special mixing machinery that 
looks like a mechanized cake 
decorator and then squeeze it all into a 
mold. In reality, this process is the 
world 's largest Reaction Injection 
Molding (RIM ) machine . After the 
materials 'bake' in the heat generated 
by the reaction of the ingredients, the 
mold is opened , revealing a seamless 
glistening white 1 O x 40 feet panel , 
about an inch thick . The mater ial is 
then cut into convenient sizes such as 
4' x4 ', 4 ' x8 ', 5' x 1 0 ', 5 ' x 20 ', or10 ' x 
20 '. 

A court constructed of 5 x 20 feet 
panels requires only four such panels 
installed vertically for the front and rear 
walls and eight panels for each side 
wall and the ceiling. Since the panels 
are large , courts constructed from 
Xentex have far fewer seams for the 
ball to play off than conventional panel 
systems which use 4 x 8 feet sheets . 
And even when a ball hits a seam , it 
isn't deflected because the court 
designs used with the Xentex method , 
including a novel spline system, keep 
the seams absolutely flush regardless 
of the temperature or humidity . The few 
and near-invisible seams , as observed 
on the Londonderry court would also 
lend a definitely aesthetic appear ance 
to the structure. 

Although Xentex is somewhat more 
expensive than wood panels, it can 
provide substantial savings in both 
installation and maintenance costs for 
court owners . For example , each par GI 
covers more than three times the area 
of a conventional 4 x 8 foot sheet o f 
Formica or Melamine-surfaced particl8 



Kathy Terlag a gives the Xentex co urt her ow n test. Ms. Terlag a is with 
the company 's Marketing Dep artment. 

board, yet can be handled without the 
aid of fork-lift trucks or cranes . 
Therefore , it can be put up in the same 
time and with the same effort , thus 
cutting overall handling time by 
two-thi rds . 

Once Xentex panels are in place, they 
remain virtually ma intenance-free 
throughout the life of the court . About 
the only care they need is an 
occasional swipe with a mild detergent 
to remove the glove and racquet marks 
which result from normal playing . 
Because of its inhe rent insulating 
properties, Xentex will not sweat , and it 
saves on fuel and power requirements 
too . Courts stay cooler in summer and 
warmer in w inter . 

Damage infl icted by vandals , or by 
players taking out the ir frustrat ions with 
someth ing other than racquets, can be 
repa ired very easily. 

Says Sull ivan, ''We simply sand the 
scuffed surface , fill it with a good 
commerc ial filler and coat it with 
matching Tedlar pa int . The whole 
repa ir is absolutely invisible ." Further, 
he adds, "it doesn 't affect the playing 
surface because the patched area has 
prec isely the same characteris tics as 
the original panel ." 

How long will it be before you can play 
such a court? According to Sullivan , 
Xentex will be shortly replacing a 
number of convent ional panel and 
wet-wall systems . The company has 
substantial orders in hand for new 
construction projects beg inning in 
December. 
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We welcome court club news that you 
send us typed double or triple (preferred) 
spaced with one-inch margins all around . 

Fairfield , NJ 
Yogi Berra has announced an early 1978 
opening for New Jersey 's largest 
racquetball -hand ball -squa sh club - Yogi 
Berra 's Hall of Fame Racquetball Club - at 333 
Route 46 West, Fairfie ld. New Jersey . 

"Alter seeing the game played ," Yogi said, "my 
fami ly and I decided to help start the racquetball 
boom in New Jersey ." Yogi's son, Tim, a former 
w ide rece iver with Colts and Giants, will manage 
the faci lity, and another son. Dale , third baseman 
with the Pittsburgh Pirates , will work at the club 
and stay in shape for baseball by playing the 
game as much as possible this winter . 

The Hall of Fame. which includes two regulation 
squash courts and spacious locker rooms , plans 
to provide interclub racquetball leagues , in-club 
women's leagues. a college league. free clinics, 
ladder competitions. club teams , special 
membership rates and racquetball parties . 

" In my trips with the Yanke es," Yogi said, "I've 
seen how sports conscious a nat ion this is, 
especially the women. Th is is why we plan a 
special effort to bring the wom en in to play the 
game . I know what athletes need to stay or get in 
shape, and racquetball is just abou t the best 
game for the greatest number of people ." 

The club phone number is 201-227-4000 . 

34 JANUARY 

The Courtroom at the Mall is part of a new 18-acre office-recreational complex in Deptford , NJ. 

Deptford , NJ 
The Courtrooms introduces the first Racquetball 
facility In the area and the largest In the Delaware 
Valley . 

The club is located ott Route 42 a quarter mile 
from the Deptford Mall in the middle of an 18 acre 
parad ise. The site Is shared by both The 
Courtrooms and the Internat ional Headquarters 
of Flower World of America Inc. Robert Sheets , 
president of Flower World and Bernard 
McGu igan of The Courtrooms announced plans 
in Octob er to create an exotic office -recreational 
comp lex around an eight acre lake complete with 
lormal gardens . Upon complet ion The 
Courtooms promises to be the most lavishly 
landscaped club In the ocuntry . 

Willie Wang is the Club Director . The club will 
feature 16 champ1onsh1p courts with glass side 
and back walls, housed in a facility In excess of 
25,000 square feet . Also olfered will be a custom 
pro shop , atrium lounge, fireplace , four private 
party facil ities, plush locker facil ities and more. 

One of the maior attractions will be the Adam & 
Eve Health Spa . Andy and Gladys Gropp, with 27 
years experience In physical fitness. will 
structure and manage racquetball/fitne ss 
programs within the Spa and Club complex. 

Ridgewood , NJ 
Mahwah , NJ's new Courthouse opened In early 
December at 1 O Leighton Place . The 10-court 
club features carpeted lounges and locker 
rooms , separate rooms for TV, parties , and 
exerc ise : sau nas : whir lpools and a nursery . 

Owners Norman Leighton and Philip Cali. Jr ., 
plan soc ial events, tournament s and ladder 
matches with free instruction and free use of 
racquets and balls for members . Daily hours are 
7 a.m. to midnight. 

Andy also will otter an outdoor jogging track with 
21 exercise stations around the lake. The Spa 
will house separate facil ities for men and women 
including whirlpools , sun, steam and sauna 
rooms along with a free nursery serv ice. Also an 
exclusive unisex salon will be included 

An Accapulco -style swim club will be offered for 
summer family recreation Included will be 
outdo or platform tenn is, three wall racquetball 
courts and boating . 

Ragan-Stein of Philadelphia , Pa., nationally 
known archi tect firm , has des igned the club to 
blend the exterior landscaping with an equally 
lavish interior . "Much of the design and amenities 
lend themselves to the attrac tion of women to the 
club for daytime activity ," says Rick Ragan. 

An aggressive pre-sale camp aign has been 
success ful and the Courtroom s plan three 
add itional clubs In the Philadelphia area. 

For additional membersh ip information wnte. 
Wi llie Wang , The Courtroom s at the Mall, P 0 . 
Box 230, Deptford , NJ 08096 , or call (609) 
853 -011 O. Please direct other inquires to 
Bernard J. McGuiga n, Courtrooms International 
Inc., P.O. Box 569 , Moorestown , NJ 08057 

Ocean , NJ 
Ocean Racquetball /Handball Club , Inc., 1602 
Highway 35, Ocean Townsh ip, Monmouth 
County , New Jersey, was scheduled to open 1n 
late December . 

The club offers 16 championsh ip racquetball 
courts , each of which Is individually air 
conditioned . All 16 courts feature a complete 
observ ation area . With the dayt ime hours 
primar ily used .by women , Ocean R~cquetball 
has a comp letely supervised area with games. 
toys and TV. 

Both the men s' and womens ' fully 
carpeted areas have full size lockers and 
separate, oversized saunas . The club als~ plar, 
a completely outfitted exercise and physical 
fitness room for warm-up and cool-down use. 

There Is also a refreshment area and a large 
lounge for racquetball part ies. Ocean . 
Racquetball plans a limited membership, 
1ndivldual, family , corporate and group 
categories . 



East Brunswick , NJ 
The Wyndmoor Tennis and Racque tball Club, 
the first facility of its kind in central New Jersey , is 
openi ng soon near the civic center in the town of 
East Brunswick . 

Wyndmoor, which has three racquetball courts, 
also features saunas, water-massage showers, 
whirlpool, gym, full locker room facilit ies and pro 
shop . Further information may be obtained by 
calling (201) 257-7507 . 

Holland , OH 
Proceeds from grand opening tournaments at 
the Spri ng Meadows Court Club in Holland, Ohio, 
went to the North Western Ohio Cystic Fibrosis 
Founda tion and the North Western Ohio Multiple 
Sclerosis Society . 

The facility, at 6834 Spring Valley Drive, drew 
more than 600 members during its opening week 
in October . Group memberships range from the 
Owens-Corning Fiberglass Corp oration to the 
entire congregat ion of Holland Free Methodist 
Church . 

The 10-court club also has exerc ise areas , 
carpete d locker rooms and saunas and 
whirlpools for both men and women , along with a 
lounge and snack area , pro shop and nursery 

Club owners are Manager George Miller, a 
Toledo handball champion ; Ass istant Manager 
and Head Pro Dave Reven augh , former director 
of YMCA handball and racquetball programs , 
and Gary Yunker, 8 111 Kepp, Norm Revenaugh 
and Mike Kachenme ister . 

Franklin , OH 
Co-owners Mark and Ralph Schirmer announce 
the early 1978 opening of the Middletown 
Racquetbal l Club located at 4343 S. Dixie Hwy ., 
Franklin, Ohio . The Club feature s eight air 
conditioned racquetball /handball courts . saunas , 
whirlpoo l, locker rooms , weight rooms. lounge , 
nursery and a fully equipped pro shop . 

Middletown offers a full sched ule of racquetball 
activities including instruction, parties , leagues 
and tournaments for all ability leve ls 

Charter Memberships , corporate and business 
membersh ips are available . For informa tion call 
(513) 423-7626 . 

----

Anchorage, AK 
··when it's cold , the snow Is deep, and it's been 
dark for a month the body tends to hibernate and 
quickly atrophy . The warm-up remedy? . . . well 
racquetball, of course ." The adv ice is from Dan 
Dampier , owne r and manager of Alaska 's first 
complete racquetba ll, spa, and exerc ise 
complex . 

Completion of the comb ination spa and sports 
center was an exc iting dream for builder and 
owner Dan Dom pier, who came to Alaska 3 years 
ago from San Diego . A racquetbal l/handball 
devotee who participated In tournaments prior to 
the move he found indoor facilities of 
racquetball/handball and exercise clubs very 
limited . Seeing the need for indoor sports in 
Alaska, Domp ler deve loped plans for a 
combination racquetball and spa club. 

Construct ion of the facil ity, can be attributed to 
the very determ ined efforts of Dompier and three 
partners, who faced the problem of building a 
structural slab on soil that was less than ideal. 
The slab is crucial because of the limi ted 
tolerances of racquetba ll/handball courts. 
Build ing on damp soil was a problem 
compounded with ten feet of peat , muskeg , and 

Rockville , MD 
Racquetball came to Montgomery Count y with 
the October opening of this new $1.3 million 
dollar facility. Courts Royal North, located at 
11650 Nebel St.. adjacent to the White Flint Mall 
in Rockv ille, Maryland , offers 15 air-condit ioned 
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other unclass ified soil mater ials. Architect Galen 
Grant , suggested an auge r-cast method used 
successfully in marginal soils by Denal i Drill ing of 
Anchorage . With this method, 250 auger-cast 
piles 30 feet deep secured the foundation to 
make it structurally sound . 

With a sol id ground, construct ion was started and 
the 14-court Anchorage club was scheduled to 
open in late November . Each offic ially approved 
courts , for either racquetball or handball. has 
observation areas for guests and spectato rs. For 
tournaments and demonstrat ions there is a 
glassback court with a view ing capacity for over 
80 persons . 

The $1 .2-million project includes dup licate men's 
and women's facilities complete with gymnasium 
and therapy pool on hoth first and second floor s. 
saunas , steam baths , Jacuzzis, and shower and 
locker rooms for members . 

The 20,000 sq . ft. club, located at 630 
East Tudor Road , has additiona l features wh ich 
inc lude day lockers for the public, Pro Shop , 
luxur ious lounge areas , and heated tiles In the 
locker room to maintain a constant and 
comfortable environment. 

courts, pro shop . carpeted locker rooms. saunas, 
whirlpool. sun room, exerc ise area, attended 
nursery and carpeted lounge . Courts Royal 
Group operates two clubs in Northern Virg inia. 
This is the first in Maryland . 
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Montgomery County, MD 
Courts Royal North , brings racquetball to 
Montgomery County , MD. This newest and 
largest Courts Royal facility and the first to be 
constructed in Maryland , has 15 regulation 
racquetball courts, each individually 
air-condit ioned . 

Conveniently located at 11650 Nebel St.. in 
Rockville , the new S1.3 million dollar facility is 
adjacent to the White Flint Mal l. Constructed on 
one acre of ground, the 25,800 square foot 
building features a fully stocked pro shop, 
carpeted locker rooms, saunas , whirlpool. sun 
room exercise area, attended nursery and 
carpeted lounges . 

Courts Royal North offers individual , family and 
corporate member ships . 

The Court s Royal Group has grown in just four 
yea rs into the largest racquetball organization in 
the eas t. Courts Royal's first club opened in 
Merrif ield , VA., and was quickly followed with 
new clubs in Alexandria and Richmond . 

Architect for the project is Brown & Page of 
Alex andria , Virg inia. Genera l Contra ctor is 
Courts Royal North Limited Partnership . Gener al 
Partners are Col. W . H. Cuenin , USMC (Rel.) , 
Maj . Gen . R. D. Bohn , USMC (Rel.) and D. W. 
Konz . 

Courts Royal North is a memb er of the Co urts 
Royal Group , headquartered at 7623 Fullerton 
Road, Springfield, VA. 

Newtown , PA 
The Newlown Racquetball Club, schedu led to 
open Jan . 1, is the newest and most unique 
recreational facility in Bucks County, PA, 
devoted sole ly to racquetball /handball 
enthusiasts . Each of the 11 courts has 
sliding glas s viewing walls , one of the courts has 
a glass front wa ll that players can see as 
they enter the lobby and two courts features 
glass rear walls and glass doors . 

In addit ion to the pro shop, free nu rsery, separate 
sauna and steam room s for men and women, the 
club otters an exerc ise room and two large 
lounges, one with an immense fireplace 
accented by a 40-foot skylight. 

Plans for a four court addit ion to the all brick club 
are underway due to the tremendous response 
from the area . 
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Bobby Toft, nine, rem inds his broth er, Chris, 
seven , that their father, Robert, Sr ., is one of the 
owners of Buck County 's newest racquetball 
center . 
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The new est Fox Racquetball Club will open in Northeast Philade lphia this March 

Southampton , PA 
Fox Racquetball Clubs . Inc. has started 
construction of a new 11-court racquetbal l club in 

Northeast Philadelphia , with open ing planned lor 
March . The Fox organization presently operates 
an eigh t-court club in Southhampton, PA, a 
suburb of Philadelphia, featur ing separate 
whirlpools . saunas, and carpeted locker room s 
for both men and women, pro shop , and a 
profess ionally staffed nursery . The Southampton 
C lub Is located on Second Street Pike and 
Jaymor Road across from the Redwo od Village 
shoppi ng center . 

The newest Fox Club will be located ,n the 

Nesham,ny ln terp lex next to the Hilton Inn, which 
is located in Northea st Philad elphia off Roosevelt 
Blvd. and Old Linco ln Highway . The club will 
have one glass wa ll exh ibition court with seating 
for 200 spectators and separate exercise areas 
for men and women . 

Members who join one Fox C lub will have 
priv ileges at the club s located with in 15 minutes 
driving time of each other . Both clubs will offer 
wome ns dayl1me leagues and spec ial programs 
for Junior member s. 

For more informat ion call or write Bill Allen at the 
Southa mpton Club , (215) 322 -8080 . 

II RACOUETBALL? 5Uf)£ PLAY A LOT. .. HOW DID YOU KNOW? " 
I 
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Glenwood Spring s, CO 
Site Preparation and construction on the new 
Athle tic Club has begun at the Glenwood Hot 
Springs Lodge and Pool. Comp letion of the club 
in the spring of 1978 wi ll mark the end of a million 
dollar plus phase of expans ion which has 
included enlarged bathhouse facilities, additional 
sunbathing area , a new k1dd1e pool with an 
accompany ing recycling fountain and a new 
Maintenan ce build ing. 

Norman Hammar , manager of the famou s tourist 
center , has announced that the new club will 
include indoor whirlpools using the 105 ' degree 

Vail , CO 
Six racquetba ll/handball courts will be part of 
Vail' s Ath let ic Club , which 1s slated for March 
complet ion in the famous Colorado Ski and 
summer resort . 

The Athletic Club will include a squa sh court , a 
large exerci se room for condition ing classes , a 
workout room with we ight mach ines , and a 66-ft . 
indoor lap pool. There will be separate heal th 
facilities for men and women with massage 
rooms , whirlpool baths, saunas and steam 
rooms . The Club's facilities will be available to 
member s and guests of the new VAIL CLUB 

Hot Springs minera l water , sauna , weight-fitness 
room , racquetball-handball courts with spectator 
viewing area, carpeted Locker facilities , steam 
room, restaurant and lounge . 

The Athletic Club will provide a variety of formal 
and informal programs to help members keep fit 

Architect for the Athletic Club 1s Joseph E. 
Krabacher. Construction financing on the lobby , 
north bank and k1dd1e pool is by the First National 
Bank 1n Glenwood Springs . Financing on the 
Athlet ic Club will be by the Bank of Glenwood 1n 
Glenwood Springs . 
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hotel , which 1s under the same roof as the athlet ic 
club, and to member lodges and condom inium 
assoc iations on a daily basis . Out-of-town 
member ships also are invited . 

Vail's largest solar energy plant , over 3,000 sq . 
ft .. will be installed on the south facing roof of the 
mult i-purpose build ing. The flat plate air-to -water 
system, manufactu red by Solaron Corp . of 
Denver , will heat domestic hot water for both 
hotel and athletic club as well as the indoor 
swimming pool. 

Atlanta , GA 
With the opening of the million dollar Racque tball 
Centre, located at 1-75 and 1-285, in the Interstate 
North Office Park, Atlanta will have the fines t in 
racquetball and fitness facilities . 

Joseph Pisciotta, architect for more than three 
dozen facilities across the country, says his 
design for the Racquetball Centre creates an 
enviornment of comfort and luxury. 
Complementing the club's structura l benefits, 
David, Inc., a leading Atlanta environmental 
designer, is creating a decor comb ining the plush 
with the practica l, in the lounge and locker areas 
and 1n the spa . 

The new club, scheduled to open 1n January, 
features 12 champ ionship racquetball/handball 
courts , all with a second floor viewing gallery. 
Two of the courts have glass back walls with a 
large permanent spectator area which leads to 
the handsomely appointed lounge. offering a 
comfortable place to watch televis ion, enjoy a 
sandw ich and drink from the bar and to relax with 
friends . 

"There 1s a big demand for a first class 
racquetball and handball club in Atlanta," says 
Bob Siege l, director of the Racquetball Centre . " I 
have had the opportunity to play in many facilities 
across the country , and we have tried to 
incorporate the best features of those in our 
Racquetball Centre ." 

Spacious carpeted locker rooms contain 
separate spa facilities which include private 
showers . redwood saunas . large whirlpool baths 
and a steam room . Each locker room is equipped 
with personal grooming aids, including 
hairdryers . The Racquetball Centre offers both 
laundry serv ice and renta l lockers . 

The club has a fully equipped pro shop, excellent 
conditioni ng facilities and a supervised child ren's 
play room with games and television . 

The club pro offers private and group instruct ion, 
and the Racquetball Centre conducts special 
programs , including cl inics, leagues , 
tournaments and exhibit ions by the nation·s top 
players . 

The Centre houses the newest branch of the 
Ath letic Center of Atlanta (ACA), the area 's best 
and most comprehensive Nautilus fitness and 
training center . The ACA offers each member an 
individual med ically prescribed and supervised 
conditioning program for strength. flexibility and 
endurance . 

Individual and family membersh ips are available 
to the Racquetball Centre at low annual rates. In 
addition , the CENTRE and Athletic Cente r of 
Atlanta are offering a spec ial combination rate for 
membersh ip 1n both fitness centers . 

Club hours are 6 :30 a.m. - 11 :00 p.m. Monda y 
through Friday , and 8 :00 a.m. - 9 :00 p.m. on the 
weekend . For informat ion on joining the 
Racquetball Centre, call (404) 955-4191 . Checks 
made payable to the Racquetball Centre can be 
mailed to 440 Interstate North Parkway, Atlanta, 
Georg ia 30339 . 
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Groundbreaking for Racquetbal l West's luxurious sports and fitness facility are (left to right) 
Charlie Brumfield, Culver City Vice-Mayor Richard Brundo , Culver City Chamber of Comme rce 
President John Henry and Mike Chaet , owner and executive vice president of 
Racquetball West. 

Fox Hills/Marina Del Ray, CA 
Five -time National Racquetball Champion 
Charlie Brumfield was on hand Sept. 17 for the 
ground-break ing ceremon ies at Racquetball 
West , a new fun and fitness center in the Fox 
Hills /Marine Del Ray area. 

Others attending the groundbreaking were 
Richard Brundo, vice mayor of Culver City and 
member number seven of Racquetball West ; 
Roger Cowen , former All-American at Stanford 
University and member number one ; and Mike 
Chaet, owner and executive vice president. Two 
stewardesses, Sonya Kidian of TWA and Debbi 
Allsbrook of Continental Airlines , also attended 
the dedication to promote Racquetball West's 
Stewardess League . Racquetball West will 
sponsor the National Stewardess Racquetball 
Championship in 1978. 

Racquetball West, which is slated to open in late 
February, already has 125 members of its 
expected 900 . 
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The 17,000-square-foot complex will have nine 
racquetball /handball courts with a spacious 
viewing gallery facing two glass backwall courts , 
and the Los Angeles · area·s first front wall glass 
exhibit ion court. Other amenit ies will include a 
luxu nous spa area for both men and women with 
jacuzz1s, steamrooms and Swedish ice plunge . 

The complex's fitness cente r will feature 
computer ized fitness and nutrit ional guidance 
programs and fully equ ipped exercise areas with 
profess ional instruction . 

Racquetba ll/handba ll teaching clinics, using 
videotape, will also be available to all members . 

The club will be located at 6666 Green Valley 
Circle in Culver City near Fox Hills Mall. 
Comp lete informat ion may be obtained by wr iting 
Mike Chaet at the Green Valley Circle address or 
by phoning him at (213) 670 -0244. 

Irvine, CA 
The Irvine Clubhouse & Private Racquetball Club 
for men and women, announced its plan for 
construction at its Octobe r groundbreaking . 
Owned by Howard Me lfi, general manager, and 
the Curtis family of Irvine the racquetball and 
hea lth club facility is being developed at a total 
cost of $1,100,000 . 

"Our prime location In the business center of 
Orang e County will provide excellent recreation 
and fitness facilit ies for the surround ing 
compan ies," said Melfi . 

The expected opening date for the 12 court 
fac ility is January , 1978. The health-ori ented club 
is designed for both men and women , featuring 
equal spa amenitie s. The large weight and 
exercise room provides all the latest circuit 
training equipment. The club includes a dining 
balcony overlook ing its 4 ½ acre jogging park. 

The Irvine Clubhou se Is opening its membership 
sales with reduced pre-opening initiation fees 
and spec ial rates for wom en and students . 

Purchased from the Irvine Industria l Complex by 
the Curtis investors the land sale was concluded 
in early September . The site is located at 17850 
Skypark Blvd., just north of Main Street in the city 
of Irvine. 

Kalamazoo (and area) , Ml 
Sports Illustrated Court Clubs , Inc., the 
Southf ield-based racquetball chain in which 
publishing giant Time. Inc. is a stockhold er, 
opened three new clubs in October and broke 
ground on six others . 

The nine clubs contain a total of 117 racquetball 
courts and represent a combined investment of 
approx imate ly $ 10 million. 

Design of the new clubs , influenced by 
cont inuing attitude surve ys of present Sports 
Illustrated Court Club members . includes co-ed 
whirlpools , saunas , extra-large day-nursery 
facilities. glass-walled courts , luxury touches In 
locker areas and facilities for parties. 

"Our clubs are workingperson 's country clubs," 
says chairman Cra ig Hill. 

All the new clubs had two-day grand openings 
featuring racquetball demonstrat ions, teaching 
clinics and "Beat the Pro" tournament s with 
nationally-ranked Steve Keeley, author of The 
Complete Book of Racquetball . 

Clubs opened in: 
Kalamazoo , 315 Turwill Lane, next to West Main 
Mall, (616) 382-4111 . Club manager : Jim Cloud. 
a former Parchment High Schoo l teacher and 
coach, more recently a businessman and 
ranking racquetball amateur from Evanston. Ill 
Ass istant manager : Paula Van Valkenbu rgh, a 
graduate of Western Michigan University . 
Lansing , 5000 Marsh Road , Okemos , (517) 
349-5500 . This club had 600 members enrolled 
prior to open ing. Club manag er: Jon McClory , 
previously executive director of Northwest 
Act ivities Center in Detroit. He played varsity 
football at Central M1ch1gan Univers ity and four 
years of semi-pro football. Assistant manager. 
Larry Jakinovich , previously a phys ed teacher 
and coach in St. Clair Shores and Grosse Pointe 



schools and a racquetball instr uctor in suburban 
Detroit clubs . A gradyate of Mich igan State 
Universi ty he played pro hockey for the Chicago 
Cougars of the WHA . 
Flint, 3237 Beecher Road, behind IBM Building, 
(313) 733 -3000 . Manager : Kim Poli, formerly 
with the Kalamazoo (Portage) Sports Illustrated 
Court Club . 

All managers and assistant managers are 
graduates of Sports Illustrated Court Clubs ' 
Ott-the-Wall University, an intensive four-week 
training program in management , customer 
service and techniques of racquetball instruction . 

Sports Illustrated Court Clubs now under 
construc tion are 1n Belleville, Lansing and 
Saginaw, Mich .; Fort Wayne and South Bend , 
Ind., and Youngstown, Ohio. 

Present clubs are in Ann Arbor, at 2111 Golfs1de, 
Ypsilanti , and Kalamazoo, 6529 S. Westnedge, 
Portage . 

Nearly all the new clubs will be In-level with a 
tiered third level to provide better viewing of 
games in progress . 

The deluxe Bellev ille club is designed as a 
potent ial site for major tournaments . It will have 
one completely glass -walled court . An 
amphitheatre viewing area overlooking the 
all-glass court will include a luxurious bar and 
lounge . 

The Belleville club will have 12 courts , all the 
other clubs now under construction will have 15 
courts . 

Sports Illustrated Court Clubs plan to start at 
least 15 more clubs over the next 12 months . Its 
goal is 100 clubs by the end of 1981 -
representing an overall investment of $125 
million. 

Judy Thompson , director of women's activities 
and teaching pro at both clubs, teaching her 
nine -year-old-daughter, Barbara, the rudimen ts 
of the game . 

Quad Cities, IL and IA 
Gary and Dan Whitaker recently opened two 
Courtside Racquetball Clubs in the Quad Cities 
area . Gary is general manager and in direct 
charge of North Courts ide in Bettendorf, IA, and 
Dan manages South Courts ide in Moline , IL. 
Assis ting the brothers as directo r of women ·s 
activit ies and teaching pro at both clubs is Judy 
Thompson of Davenport . 

Highlighting the September grand openings at 
the two clubs were performances by Charlie 
Brumf ield. Charlie was in his glory as people 
packed 1n to attend two separate clinics and 
watch him play local champ, Ken Smith, and club 
pro. Judy Thompson . Judy also played Pam 
P"rina of Illinois in an exh ibition . 

Members of the local press slugged it out at 
a media tourney, another opening event The 
men 's winner was Bill Allee, sports writer 
for the Rock Island Argus, and Carol Le Beau, 
newscaster for WOC-TV , Davenport, won the 
women 's division. 

Gary Whftaker, generaf manager of Courtside 
Clubs and manager of North Courtside in 
Bettendorf, IA. 

Dan Whitaker, manager, South Courtside, 
Moline, Ill. 

Milwaukie, OR 
Milwauk ie (OR) Racquetball Club features 1 O 
championship racquetball and handball courts , 
sunken Jacuzzi whirlpool and sauna, completely 
equipped pro shop , weight and exercise room 
and other popular amenities . More than 1,300 
memberships were issued before the facility 
opened last spring . 

Sorry We Forgot You 

Below is an addi tional list of racquetball 
facilities that have been brought to our 
attention since we published the Directory 
of Court Clubs last March . 

The Commerce Club 
11340 W. Olympic Blvd . 
West Los Angeles , CA 90064 

Babylon Racquet Club 
400 Babylon Rd. 
Horsham, PA 19044 
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FOR YOU 

Are You Building New Squash, Handball, Racquetball and 
Paddleba ll Courts? Revamping or Repa iring Your Old Ones? 

NEVER A FAILURE! · 
OUR P-62 HI-DENSITY LAMINATED PLASTIC PANEL SYSTEM 

COMES WITH OUR FAMOUS DOUBLE GUARANTEE! 

LOWER MAINTENANCE COSTS 

No Cracking or Chipping and No Painting Ever. A 
Mild Soap and Water Cleaning is All That is Ever 

Needed. No Wall Sweating. 
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For Further Details Call or Write: 

WORLD COURTS,INC. 
554 MAIN STREET, DEPT. N R 
S. WEYMOUTH, MASS. 02190 

1...---,_........- ~ 0 Phone ( 617) 337-0082 

PROD UCT OF /I 
U.S. II 
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Refereeing Basics 
Guidelines from the Pros 
by Shannon Wright with David Northcutt 

Shannon Wright is the 1977 Singles and Doubles national professional 
women's champion . David Northcutt, who's been pla~ing racq~etball f<:>rthe 
last four years, is the author of A Game with Char/le Brumfield , which 
appeared in National Racquetball in May of 1976. 

Refereeing is fast becoming an 
integral part of women's racquetball. 
Thousands of women are playing 
their first tournament and 10 times 
as many are involved in league play . 

This article has two purposes. First it 
is designed to improve the player 's 
knowledge of refereeing . Second I 
hope it will upgrade the general level 
of women's refereeing. If women are 
to gain prestige in our sport , they 
must improve the ir refereeing skills 
as well as their playing abilities . 

Making the Call 

The main job of the referee is to 
make all judgemental decis ions. As 
a referee you must constantly 
anticipate the possibility of short 
serves, screen balls , hinders , skips , 
double bounces and any number of 
situations that may occur in a 
racquetball match. 

Due to the speed of the game 
initially these decisions will be 
difficult to call qu ickly and 
accurately . However as you gain 
exper ience and expertise in 
referee ing, these calls will become 
almost second nature. 

Don't be shy about refereeing . 
Shout out that score. Call out hinder 
balls . It's noisy on the courts, so 
make sure that the players can hear 
you. Make quick, decisive calls . 
Don 't hesitate. 

What Some Other Pros Say about Refereeing 
Peggy Steding 
I like to referee . I do about 50 matches a year 
- both pro and ama teur. rve refereed 
softball, volleyball and basketball and I think 
racquetball 1s toughe st because it's hard to 
see things -it's a fast pace in a small space -
and because so many of the calls are 
Judgement calls . 

My first referee ing experience was for men, 
and I've found that even if men don 't like my 
call, they don 't argue with me. I think it's 
easier to referee men 's matches because 
men tend to move well and get out of each 
other 's way. Women want to move , but 
they 're not as good at leav ing room for the 
other player . 

The most difficult part of refereeing for me is 
judgements on hinders . Skip balls aren't a 

Even if men don ·t like a call, 
they don't argue with me . 

Controlling the Pace 

The second job of the referee is to 
control the pace of the match. 
Before each point beg ins the referee 
must call the score loudly and 
clearly. She should not call the score 
too quickly after the finished point. 
This could cause one of the players 
to be rushed. She must remember 
that there are at least 10 seconds 
before the server must put the ball 
back into play. Ca lling the score too 
ear ly could give the server an 
advantage . A good referee will wait 
unti l both players are ready and then 
call the score . Remember to call the 
server 's score first. 

Consistency 

Being consistent is of the utmost 
importance . Consi ste ncy will insure 
an even break for both players and 
will earn you respect as a good 
referee . 

Consistency means that , in a given 
situation , the referee will always 
make the same call. For example if a 
server hits a drive serve and you call 
it short, the next time a serve is hit in 

problem because most of the time you can 
hear if the ball skipped or not . 

My advice to beg inning referee s is that (1) 
You should only refe ree a match i f you ·re 
neutral . Don't referee one where you lean 
toward one player ; (2) Make the call. 
Everyone makes a mistake, everyone 's 
human , nobody 's perfect ; (3) Don 't ~ack 
down or you 'll get a reputat ion for bemg the 
kind of ref whose mind can be changed 
easily . 
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the same spot you again call it short . 
If you are incons istent, situations 
arise where tempers get short , 
spectators get vocal and you get 
nervous and unsure. Some referees 
are better than others at mak ing 
consistent calls . The more you 
practice , the more consistent you 
become . 

Part of this cons istency comes from 
concentrat ing on the ball . Don 't be 
gaz ing into the next court to see how 
your friend is do ing in her match. 
Pay attention to your job. Control the 
game and watch the ball. 

Knowing the Rules 

Being knowledgeable about the 
rules is a mus t for all good refer ees. 
Quick dec isive calls made with an 
authoritat ive tone will command the 
respect of the players and 
spectators . The rules of racquetball 
are not really comp licated , but you 
must study them and know them 
well . 

If you do not know all the rules , it is 
an excellent idea to have a rule book 
on hand wh ile refe reeing . 

It's hard to refere e a wil d Ubangi- a man who 
thinks he knows everyth ing . 

Practice Refereeing 

As with your game pract ice is the 
key to improving your referee ing. 
One of the most effective ways of 
improving , aside from actually doing 
it, is to watch a good referee at work . 
Check yourse lf with that person . 
Would you make the same call in a 
given situation? Do you call the 
sco re as loud and clear ? Are your 
calls made qu ickly? Do you 
command as much respect from the 
players ? Are you payi ng as much 
attention to the match? Are you 
controll ing the match as well as 
she does? These are things you can 
work on during tournaments , league 
play or a game at the local club. 

Rehearsing the Part 

Rehearse to yourself as you watc h 
the matc hes . Let it be you who is 
mak ing the calls . Let it be you who 
calls the score . And if you make a bad 
call , no harm, you 're only ta lking to 
yourself, right? It's much better to 
make a bad call dur ing rehearsal , 
than to suffer embarassment dur ing 
the live performance. 

Kathy Williams 
I'd rather watch than referee, because 
refereeing makes me neNous , but it's not 
bad since I've b een pl aying so much. The 
pressu re's alw ays there to do your best, 
whe ther it's refereeing racque tball , volleyb all 
or basketba ll . I've done all three. But no 
ma tter wh at the game you have to make your 
call and live or die with it. 

There aren 't any que stions in my ow n mind 
when /'m refereeing except when I don 't see 
someth ing . Occa sionally before you can 
make yo ur call the players will help with that 
call by automa tically returning to their seN er 
or receiver p ositions . However you can 't 
cou nt on that aid bec ause once the p layers 
real ize that you 're waiting for them, they 'll 
both always go to the seNer's p osition. 

The more skilled the pl ayers the easier they 
are to referee, whether they 're men or 
women . One thing , thoug h, is that women 
are more honest. It really aggrava tes me 
try ing to referee a wild Ubangi - a man who 
thinks he know s everyth ing . He goes out 

Don't stop with one match. When 
you 're at a tournament or league 
competition, take full advantage of 
the knowledge around you . Watch 
and analyze several referees at 
different levels of play . 

Improving Your Game - Noting 
Shots that come in Pairs 

Certainly a plus to refereeing is that 
it can improve your overall game. 
Wh ile you're standing in the gallery , 
watch ing the players below, you will 
see particular patterns unfold before 
your eyes. When refereeing some 
peop le experience a reve lation in 
terms of their own game styles 
which so excites them they are 
reluctant to stay and finish 
referee ing the match . By all means 
do finish your job, but remember 
what you have learned . You 'll see 
that certain shots seem to give most 
people a hard time, wh ile others 
affect only some . Analyze these 
shots and patterns of play as you 
referee. 

You will also find that certain shots 
almost always come in pairs. For 

there with the attitude 'What does this dame 
know about racqu etbal l? ' If men don 't know 
me, there 's troubl e. Everything 's fine if they 
know who I am. 

I'd say skips are the hard est thing to call 
becau se the ball is so fast and hard . Usually 
the person who hit the ball can tell if the ball 
skipped . Hinder s don 't g ive me any trouble 
becau se I have that subjec t set in my mind -
from watch ing a Jot of games and a lot of refs . 

I think a woman should be at least a B p layer 
before she starts to referee and she should 
beg in refereeing matches where the players 
are beg inners. She 'll ga in confidenc e after 
that first match. 

I'd tell a woman -a nyon e - who 's start ing to 
refere e to (1) Be open -minded . Adm it you 
can make a mistake and let the p layers help 
you; (2) If you see the play ers are taking 
advantage of you , be firmer . I'd sum that up 
by sugge sting that a ref be firm in her calls. 
but op en-minded enough to adm it that she is 
wrong occas ionally. 



example garbage serves almost 
always initiate ceiling ball returns. 
Overhead pinches and low hard 
drives off the backwall almost 
always initiate down the line kills. 
Pick up on these patterns so that 
you can anticipate the movement of 
the ball. By analyzing these 
situations you will begin to realize 
which shots are most effective in 
particular situations, thus increasing 
your percentages of winning more 
rallies. 

Indicators for Good and Bad 
Shots 

There are several indicators that 
can help you make the proper call in 
certain instances. One is the sound 
the ball makes as it strikes the front 
wall. For example if the ball makes a 
thud or squeaky type noise you can 
be sure the ball skipped in. Normally 
the ball has a definite "whap " when 
it hits the front wall. Compare the 
two sounds until you can readily 
differentiate between the two. 
Developing this skill may take a little 
more time than other aspects of 
refereeing, but it's worth it. 

Another indicator is unusual 
movement of the ball. If, on a kill shot 
attempt , you see the ball oscillate 
across the floor, you can be sure it 
skipped into the floor and picked up 
a spin. Some shots angle sharply off 
the front wall. A good referee will 
suspect a skip ball, or, if on a serve, 
a side wall first serve. 

Doubles 

Refereeing doubles is one of the 
toughest refereeing jobs there is 
simply because of all the varying 
circumstances. The tempo 
increases along with the number of 
people making for many more 
hinders and screen balls . As the 
players jockey for position, they 
sometimes brush each other or 
bump into each other . Many times 
contact is made, yet no hinder is 
required. In order for you to aquire 
the ability to decide what is the 
proper call for those particular 
players, you must simply watch a lot 
of racquetball. 

Martha Byrd 
I love to referee . I've had bad refere es -I've 
had blind referees . So I know how ,t shouldn 't 
be done . If the two people you're deal ing 
with know they can depend on you, there 's 
no problem . 

I think refereeing is harder than playing . 
When I play, I can accept what happened 
and forget it. When I referee , I'm responsib le 
for two other people - I have to please two 
people plus my self . 

I fin d doubles especially hard to referee -
there 's so much going on. In singles the 
hardest call is the double bounce in the front 
court. You have to depend on the integrity of 
the player when his body is between you and 
the ball . Sound is important. I put a lot into 
sound -a skip-m makes a distinctive sound . 
Your eyes can fool you. Sometime s you can 
hear what you can 't see . 

Sometimes you have to speak 
before you think . 

Difficult Calls 

There are several situations that are 
extremely difficult to call. In these 
situations it is important to 
remember that you're only human. 
Error is possible , but don 't let that 
prevent you from making the call 
you feel is correct. Sometimes 
catching a double bounce return can 
be next to impossible because the 
player may be blocking your vis ion 
of the ball. Here is a situation where 
the sound of the ball may clue you in 
as to whether the shot was good or 
bad . Screens or shadow balls are 
sometimes hard to determine. If a 
player hits the ball right back at 
herself , your call will depend on the 
other player's posit ion . If she is on 
the oppos ite side of the court, 
obviously a screen call would be 
inappropriate. Again, practice is 
necessary to perfect your abil ity to 
correctly call these shots. Watch 
referees at all levels of play when 
you can . 

Distinct ion between regu lar and 
avoidable hinders can sometimes 
be difficult. Here again the call will 

I think women are easier to referee because 
their play is slower . Men can do strange , 
distrac ting things like div ing around the 
court . 

I've refereed karate matches which, in many 
ways, are like racquetball : two people ; a 
scoring system ; the referee who 's controlling 
the people, is acting as catalyst, is under 
pressure to help the match . The only thing is 
you're dealing with feet and arms, not a 
racquet and a ball . 

I learned to referee racquetball by watch ing 
referees at the nationals . I brought back what 
I learned to Gainesville (FL), refereed for my 
friends, told other people how to referee . 
Now we have a system in our local 
tournaments where everyone who wins a 
match has to keep score for the next match . 
We have a 10-year -old girl who does a good 
job. 

- -~A 
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be dependent upon the skill level of 
the players and the situation . A 
novice or C player who hits the ball 
directly back at herself , and is 
unable to move in a way that her 
opponent can have a fair shot at the 
ball will probably draw a regular 
hinder . The same situation for an 
open or professional level player 
would most likely draw an avoidable 
hinder . 

receive the serve. My heart skipped 
a beat and my knees felt weak, but 
that didn't interfere with my mak ing 
the correct call. 

Summary 

Remember to make quick, accurate 
calls . Set the pace of the match. 
When you 're refereeing, you 're in 
charge . Be as consistent with your 
calls as possible. Get to know all the 
rules. Memorize them if you can. 

Intimidation Pract ice your refereeing as often as 
Some people are good at you can. Rehea rse refereeing at 
intimidating others, but don 't let that tournaments and league play. 
happen to you while you're Become familiar with the indicators 
refereeing a match. Remember, of shots. Listen for the sound and 
you 're in charge . Once , when I was watch for strange angles . 
refereeing a match between Charl ie Practice these techniques and you 
Brumfield and Davey Bledsoe , will become a much respected 
Brumf ield went for a kill shot and the referee. App ly the knowledge of 
ball sk ipped in. I called "ski p bal l." shots to your own game and you will 
Brumfield turned toward me with a become a better player . With this 
!?ok of horror and shouted , ?" combination your enjoyment of the 
Shannon, how could you call that . game wi ll increase tremendously . 

"That 's the call Charlie ," I said. He 
turned around and got ready to 

To be a good referee you don't necessar ily 
have to be a good p layer . In fact many good 
players are bad referees . More important is 
how much racquetball you 've been around . 
There are many people who 've watched a lot 
of matches who could referee if they wanted 
to - like some of the mothers and fathers of 
players . 

You should learn to referee in steps . Start by 
(1) calling the score, then add (2) shorts and 
sideouts, (3) skips and double bounces, etc. 
Hinders are the last thing to learn . The 
ultimate is /earning to call avoidable hinders . 

The most imp ortant part of be ing a good 
referee is the ability to open your mouth 
quickly . Make the call cleanly and quickly . 
You sometimes have to speak before you 
think. And you can 't get emotionally involved 
in the game . Someone has to stay cool . 

B//1 Feig en steps into a court with 35 women 
who want to learn what they can about 

refereeing before they take on the job for the 
first time. Four Flags Court Club, in Niles, IL, 

was hostto the clinic . 

Clinics Teach 
Refereeing Rudiments 
Shannon Wright, who has explained 
refereeing to a women's league in 
California, and Bill Feigen, who has 
reviewed rules with league players 
in Illinois, agree that clinics are the 
best way to launch women into 
refereeing duties. 

This past fall Feigen, head of the 
Illinois State Racquetball 
Association refereeing committee, 
spent two hours with women from 12 
clubs discussing rules and 
answering questions. The 
refereeing clinic, held just before 
league play began, was the first in 
the area for non-tournament 
players. Feigen, who urges women 
to referee ("Why should they 
depend on men?") , suggests that if 
you're a would-be referee, you 
should : 
(1) Learn basics of the game. 
(2)Aquaint yourself with the rules. 
Ask for a rulebook at your club desk . 
(3)0bserve referees . You get a 
feeling for the rhythm of the game 
and kinds of calls by watching the 
referee, not the players . 
(4) Referee a game that falls 
somewhere between beginner and 
intermediate level. The action is 
slower and players who are unsure 
look to the referee for guidance, in 
contrast to advanced players who 
often try to dom inate or intimidate 
the referee . 



Hello Racquetball , Goodbye 133 Pounds 
You 've seen them in all the 
magazines. The ad shows two 
pictures side by side with the first 
picture depicting the woman before 
her tremendous weight loss, and the 
second as she looks today - a 
slimmer, more attractive version of 
the first photo. A story goes along 
with each picture, describ ing how 
the weight was gained, and how , 
through some leading dietary aid, 
the individual lost weight and 
became a new person . 

But here's a story with one major 
difference . This woman lost weight 
and had fun doing it. She did it by 
playing racquetball. 

Cindy Shields, from Crete, IL, is 24 
years old and a travel agency 
manager . She always was athletic 
and competitive in high school. "I 
quit the varsity swimming team in 
my sophomore year , because it 
was too demanding on my social 
life and other interests," Cindy says. 
Like anyone who stops exercising 
regularly Cindy started putting on 
weight. As time and pounds crept on 
she eventually got up to 265 
pounds. 

Like anyone else Cindy needed a 
reason to stop gaining weight - a 
motivation to get her back into 
shape . "My sister was the answer, " 
Cindy says . "She asked me to be 
her bridesmaid . At first I started the 
usual , boring calorie counting, but I 

wasn 't satisfied . Finally a friend 
suggested that I take up the game 
of racquetball. " Cindy joined OMN I 
41 Health /Racquetb all Club in 
Schererv ille, Ind., in November of 
1976, signed up for beginner 
racquetball lessons with her friend 
and eventually took intermed iate 
lessons . 

"I saw right away how much fun 
racquetball is - mainly because I 
could play it at my own pace. I also 
saw how I replaced my spare time 
sitting around and snack ing with 
going to the club and playing 
racquetball." 

Cindy Shields achieved her goa l to 
lose weight before her sister's 
wedding by stick ing to a daily diet of 
800 calories and playing an hour or 
two of racquetball four or five times a 
week . She lost 133 pounds in less 
than a year! 

Also, through racquetball , she has 
met new friends, she 's taken second 
place in OMNI 41 's open B 
tournament and she is one of 
OMNl 's better women players on 
their traveling team . 

What a success sto ry. Cindy has 
proven what can be done when diet 
and exercise go hand in hand -
especially when there 's a racquet in 
hand. 

-Len Sporma n 
Jan Riskin 
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An old ID card is the only visible trace of 
Cindy Shields when she we ighed 265 
pounds. 

This is the form that helped 
Cindy shed 133 pounds 



Playing Tip #5 
Make the court twice as wide and 
the wall crasher wou ld still feel that 
the sides were closing in on her. 
That's becau se she ins ists on 
squeez ing up to the wall instead of 
learning the wall -hugger return that 
Jean Sauser is explaining in this 
playing tip from Inside Racquetball 
for Women. 

Sauser , top-rank ing pro who heads 
the teaching program at SkyH arbor 
Court Clubs in Northbrook and 
Highland Park , IL, wrote Ins ide 
Racquetball for Women with Arthu r 
Shay , nationally -known 
photogr apher . 

The ir volume of mistakes and 
correct ions, publ ished by 
Contemporary Books , is available 
now at clubs and bookstores in 
paperba ck and hard cover . 

Wall Crashing Mistake: 

If ge tting a ball that is floa ting up or down the side wall means physical pa in to you, you are a 
wall crasher. This means that you run direc tly mto a wall to hit a wall-hugging ball or that you 
p ivot and press your shoulder into the side wall to scrap e the ball off it. This can resu lt only in 
bruises and misdirected returns, most of which never get back to the front wall . If you get too 
clos e to the wall and sw ing full force , yo u can also break your rac quet as you chip p laster and 
the ball away from the wall . 

Correction 

The distance from your shoulder to the top of 
your racquet is approx imately three feet. This 
means that you shouldn 't have to be closer to 
the side wall than three feet , or an arm and a 
racquet length 's dis tance from it. When a b all 
1s hugg ing your foreha nd or backhand side 
wall, your stride after the ball should never 
take you closer than those three feet . Now set 
your body up and gen tly return the ball down 
the same wall . There is no sense in trying to 
do mor e than that with it. Leave it on the wall 
for your opponent to struggle with. This is the 
mos t effective return in this ca se. 
Pract ice by stand ing an arm 's leng th from 
the side wall. With your off-han d, hold the ball 
on the side wall at a poin t higher than your 
head . Then let the ball drop or slide do wn the 
wall and return it with a ligh t stroke that bare ly 
grazes the side wall as you hit the ball . Keep 
your distance while you practice this, and 
soon the wall-hugger return will be as simple 
to make as any other return in the court . 
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4 Ways Better 
• Advanced Design 

• Higher Quality Materials 
• Reliable, On-time 

Installation 
• Long Jerm, 

Low Cost Service 
~ In under three years. we ' re first in 

sales of panel -type courts . More than 
400 of our racquetball / handball/squash courts are in service 
now across the country . 

We ' re successful because we designed and developed the 
best court system in the industry , built around our own 
" Unlimited Panel " and our exclusive panel -retaining splines 
of aluminum . 

To complete the system, we specify the incomparable 
Northern Hard Maple floor by Horner , the oldest name in 
hardwood flooring . A Horner maple floor offers durability . 
resilience and beau ty that is simp ly unmatched, anywhere . 

Finally. we provide the installation crews with a foolproof 
step-by -step manua l, keyed to the exact parts de livered to the 
site . It ' s cheaper to do the job our way - right the firs t time . 

To you, the buyer, Sports Un limited Court Sys tems offer 
"l owest cost of ownership ." Isn ' t that what you really want? 

Make us prove it. Call 405 624-1252 . or write . 

Post Office Box 1207 
Stillwate r, Oklahoma 7 407 4 
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Regionals Combine with Pro Tour 
Again , I would like to emphasize the 
U .S .R.A. regional tournaments starting 
this month and continuing through the 
month of March . The entry form for the 
1 O regional sites is included in this 
issue . 

As a change of pace, we are comb ining 
several of our U.S.R.A. Regional 
Champ ionshi ps with the 
Colgate-Leach-Seamco pro tour 
events. Having a regional tournament 
as early as January will simply mean 
that players will win a trip to the 
nationals earlier in the year . The intent 
is to have quality events . The 
excitement generated by the pro tour 
and the normally large accompanying 
amateur draws at these tournaments 
will eliminate hav ing to acquire 
additional regional sites and will create 
better and more colorful 
championships. 

1 00 Trips to Regional Winners 

Ten trips for each regional is an 
unheard -of offering in the history of our 
game; that's 100 trips in all. Seventy of 
these will be round -trip . Of the 50 
round-trip s awarded strictly to the 
junior players, the prize includes all 
lodging and meal costs at the National 
Juniors Championships /next summer . 

A true representa tion of the country 
can thus be guaranteed at the 1978 
National Championships in Belleville , 
Mich ., (Detroit) and the National 
Juniors site which will be announced at 
a later date . In past years , the National 
Champion ships have been a good 
representation of the country, but in 
1978, it should be the absolute best. In 
this fashion the regional events 
enhance the quality of the nationals. At 
the same time, the regionals are a 
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means of prov iding the next best thing 
to a Nat ional tournament to one of the 
10 particular regions. Since some 
tournament players cannot travel the 
sometimes great distance to a nationa l 
tournament, we can bring a similar type 
event much closer to them. 

Complainers Take Note 

Occasio na lly after a given tourn ament 
participants write letters of compla int 
about one aspect of a tournament or 
another. In my opinion every player in 
an event should contribute to make the 
event as successful as possible . Th is 
may only involve showing up on time 
for a match or simply being cooperative 
enough to referee someone else 's 
match. 

Since it is virtually imposs ible for any 
amateur or pro tournament to prov ide 
enough referees for all matches , al l 
large racquetball tournaments must 
rely on the cooperation of the playe rs. 
Ask anyone who has ever run a 
tournament how much time and effort 
goes into the plann ing and actual 
administrat ion of the tournament! Most 
veteran tournament chairmen are the 
first to volunteer their assistance at 
someone else's event because they 
know how much help is needed . 

Those who most often complain have 
nev er admi nistered or planned a 
tournament and are therefore quick to 
criticize if their every need is not 
fulfilled. What they do not realize is that 
they are only one person in an affair 
that involves numerous other players , 
a club, a tournament committee, 
hospitality provis ions, equipment , 

Terry Fancher 

off iciating, public ity and numerous 
other cons iderations. All of this for a 
normally low entry fee considering the 
extent of a tournament and the amount 
of time involved. Some hosts spend a 
year of prepar ation for one event. 

So before you become critical of any 
event , ask yourself if you contribu ted 
anyth ing as a part icipa nt to make your 
sport and your tournaments as 
successful as possible . Have you done 
your share or have yo u just made 
someone else 's job more difficu lt? 

Welcome Aboard! 

After months of careful cons ideration, 
the Arizona Racquetball Association 
has affiliated with the U.S.R.A. We 
welcome its members and look forwa rd 
to a long and fruitfu l relat ionship in 
support of its amateur racquetball 
programs . 

The A.A.A . publishe s an attractive 
news letter entit led Crosscourt and has 
an active contingent of playe rs and 
racquetbal l promoters. We are looking 
forward to our February 15-19 pro tour 
stop and U.S.R.A. Regional 
Championships at the Ar izona Ath letic 
Club . 

I would also like to we lcome the 
U.S.R.A. Delawa re Racque tball 
Association and Bruce Hotmer who 1s 
taking on the dut ies of affiliation. The 
only remaining states we need for a 
complete 50 are Hawa ii, Sout h Dakota, 
Utah and Tenn essee. 



Arizona Joins 
U.S.R.A. during 
"Bubbling Caldron" 
The Arizona Racquetball Association 
board ?f directors , meeting at the 
:,hoeni_x Athletic Club during the 
Bub~hng Caldron" doubles tourne y, 

unanimously agreed to merge with the 
U.S.R.~ . We can expect grea t 
happeni~gs from this "marriage " -
Arizona 1s fast becoming the 
ra?quetball mecca of the Southwest. 
With the organization of the U.S.R.A., 
coupled to the innovative ideas of the 
AR.A., we shall see the groundwork 
for a strong state organization. 

Bob Hurckes, interim presiden t of the 
AR.A. , will continue to head the state 
body . A superb organizer Bob has 
spent many hours a long with Les Reill 
(board director) and Chuck Hallock 
(acting U.S.R.A . chairman) to smooth 
out the details . Although the procedure 
for affiliat ion is very simp le, much time 
was ~aken to insure that this merger 
was 1n the best interests of A.A.A . 
members. To paraphrase a 
commercial message, "when it's right, 
you know it." 

We would like to encourage state 
members to wr ite in their comments 
(wants, needs , ideas , etc .) so we can 
be genuinely representative of our 
amateur state R/B'ers. We also need 
dedicated individua ls to attend our 
area comm ittee meetings and GET 
INVOLVED ! Tho se persons wishing to 
do so can call Bob Hurckes at 
992-9420 or Chuck Hallock at 
967-0001 to learn when the next 
meeting will take place . 

-Chuck Hallock 

Meet Your 
State Chairmen 
Dirk Burgard - Idaho 

Our U.S.R.A. Idaho state chairman is 
young and enthus iastic. Being a former 
San Diegan , he is well aware of the 
growth and possibilit ies available to our 
sport. Dirk began playing while 
enrolled in junior high school in the 
beaut iful southern California city . 

" I watched other playe rs and learned 
from them and my own mistakes . It was 
so much fun I couldn 't stop playing and 
then began entering every tournament 
I cou ld get to, " says Dirk. His 
involvement and interest stems from 
his job as racquetball and physical 
fitness instructor at the YMCA in Idaho 
Falls. He is an aggressive salesman of 
the sport and has very positive 
impressions about the game and its 
future . 

" Racquetball is by far one of the best 
sports around. It can give the player a 
great form of exercise with max imum 
phys ical benefits and is very enjoyab le 
at the sa~e time. It doesn't take a great 
deal of time away from one 's daily 
demands and takes only a short time to 
learn the basics . Maybe they will make 
a movie on a racquetball player like the 
movie Rocky ." 

The state racquetball association in 
Idaho is just beginning to grow. Six very 
good tournaments have been held with 
players comi ng from four differ ent 
states . Dirk wanted us to thank these 
players for participating and promoting 
the game even more in his area . He 
also is work ing on more interstate 
events and is coordinating them so 
both in-state and out -of-state players 
can participate . The sta te association 
also is working on a state ranking 
sys tem for players within the 
bounda ries of Idaho . They also are 
~ssisting all racquetball players to 
improve their skills with local ladder 
play clin ics, and a newsletter . 

I 

Tom_ Jones , vice president , and Dirk Burgard , 
cha irman , try some Idaho-style racquetball . 

Dirk gets plenty of able assistance from 
his comm ittee members Tom Jones 
vice president of the state assoc iatio~ 
and Rusty Broughton who serves as' 
secretary. They share the same goals 
for the development of Idaho 
racquetball and its facilities. Tom and 
Rusty help coordinate the functions of 
the organization to include 
members hip drives, tournaments, 
ladders and general business. 

To sum up this state chairman 's 
sentiments, " I basically get involved 
just because I want to get more people 
involved in a sport that is very good for 
mental and physica l health. I also feel 
that tournaments are enjoyable and 
are a great learning experience ." 
............................ 
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Tom Lancaster - New Hampshire 

Often our U.S.R.A. state chairmen 
evolve out of active participants who 
finally decide that someone is needed 
to promote racquetball in their area and 
who have enough initiative to form an 
association. Such is the case with our 
New Hampshire state chairman Tom 
Lancaster. 

Tom attended Hofstra College, 
Hempstead, N.Y., and is currently 
employed by the H. D. Lee Co., Inc._ as 
a sales representative. Tom and hrs 
wife , Sally , have three children _­
Heather, two, Billy , eight and Timmy , 
11 . 

Tom , a respectable handball player , 
was introduced to racquetball by 
friends. As Tom says , "I became 
addicted. I only wish my ability would 
increase in proportion to the amount of 
weight I have lost (122 pounds) since 
taking up the game . 

"Racquetball will experience the sam~ 
rapid growth here in the n?rtheas! as rt 
has elsewhere, because rt supplies a 
vigorous workout in a relatively short 
period of time, thus making it adaptable 
to almost anyone's schedule, " Tom 
says. His schedule is certainly a busy 
one, but he will always find time to help 
with any job relating to racquetball. 

Tom feels that juniors are an integral 
part of racquetball growth . "I hope that 
in the near future the school systems 
will add racquetball to their P. E. 
programs . We are a new organization 
and hope to promote the sport by . 
concentrating on the young people rn 
the state ." 

Tom has selected competent 
assistants, for he feels that "the state 
chairman is only as good as the peo~le 
I work with. Without everybody nothing 
gets done ." Aiding T?m is ~.ill . 
LeFrancois, vice chairman. Besides 
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being the best in the state and one 
of the top ten in New England, " Tom 
says, "he is a take-charge person 
whom you can rely on to get the job 
done. So is his wife Teri, who is our 
staff secretary, and Dave Krueger the 
states treasurer." 

"The Granite State Racquetball 
Association exists because of 
interested people who are planning on 
running at least two tournaments a 
year that will be so well done that the 
players will make them 'must' stops. 
The game is fun and physically . 
rewarding and we intend to promote rt 
with that in mind." We at the U.S .R.A. 
are in agreement with Tom. 

Book Review 
by Terry Fancher 

Psychology of Sport, by Dorcas Susan 
Butt (Van Nostrand Reinho ld, $6.95) 

About the Author 

Dorcas Susan Butt has been a clinical 
psychologist and is the author of 
numerous professional articles on 
personality measurement and sports 
psychology . She is Associate 
Professor of Psychology at the 
University of British Columbia where 
she has taught since compl~ting ~er 
Ph.d at the University of Chicago m 
1967. 

As a former international tennis player 
Dr. Butt played in the All-England 
Championsh ips at Wimbledon . She 
was also Canada 's top ranked 
women 's player in 1960, 1961, and 
1967 . She was vice-president of the 
Canad ian Lawn Tennis Assoc iation in 
1972 and capta in of Canada ·s nat ional 
women's tennis team from 1970 to 
1972 . 

This study of sport is an intriguing 
overview of athletics in our modern 
society . Playing the devil's advocate 
against the favorable arguments for 
sports participat ion in this country , the 
author cites many persuas ive 
examp les directly contradictin~ this 
popular feel ing. The case stud res used 
in this well-written work are used to 
argue her point. Most are related to the 
biggest names in sports in our recent 
history such as Babe Ruth , Joe 
Namath , Tom Seaver and Billy Jean 
King . 

Dealing with the psycho logica l 
implications of sports she uses these 
athletic heroes to demonstrate the 
negat ive as well as pos itive aspects of 
sports participat ion. Many of these 
aspects are clearly shown to b_e 
detrimental to the athletes depicted 
and the society which eagerly watches 
them at work . 

In modern day racquetball as we know 
it players are in a unique posit io_n. They 
are taking part in a game that 1s really 
only ten years of age and has the 
characteristics to become the most 
popular sport of our time. Fast action , z 



multi-dimensional court , a lively ball , 
and extreme competi t iveness among 
most seriou s playe rs are all ingredient s 
which make up our game . Popularity is 
heightened by the fact that almost 
anyone can learn to play quickly . 
Playing at close quarters to our 
opponent enhance s the chanc e for 
outbursts of temper . 

Anyone who has witne ssed or 
competed in a racquetball tournament 
can sense the possibility of 
temperamen t becom ing a problem , not 
only at the profession al leve l but also at 
the amateur level. Outburs ts and 
flare-ups too often accom pany 
tournament action . Are we going to go 
the way of other cont empora ry spo rts? 
Do we wan t our champio ns to be 
known for their tempe r tantrums rather 
than their play ing excellence ? 

Hopefully our sport will avoid 
developing the dist urbing char acter 
traits of aggress iveness , egocentricity , 
and poor indiv idual ins ight. Reading 
the book 's intimate insights into the 
lives and careers of Bobby Fisher , 
Lance Rentzel or Babe Ruth is enough 
to convince us that sports can bring out 
unfavorable personality traits by 
extremely competitive situation s. Butt 
attr ibutes much of today 's problem in 
sports to the commercialism of modern 
athletics . Promoters and sports 
merchants are often only out to make a 
dollar accord ing to the author . Any 
negative after-effects are rarely 
considered . 

The drive to win and the resultant str ain 
it often causes can tax a gifted athlete 's 
ability to view th ings in proper 
perspective , can warp his or her 
perception s, and effect their success 
as human beings. To think , all of this 
just as a result of trying to master a skill 
or win a game . It' s a rather fright ening 
picture that the author paints for us; 
let's hope the history of racquetball will 
not reflect undesirable personality 
traits in its best players and over 
achievers. 

e 

USRA State Affiliates 
If your state is not represented in the list of affiliates in this issue, and you wish 
to become involved, please contact Terry Fancher at U.S.R.A. headquarters. 

Alabama 
Jerry O"Neal 
c/o Nat"! Homes 
Acceptance Co rp. 
Box 3436A 
Birmingham, Al 35205 
205-324-343 1 

Alaska 
Dan Dampier 
2600 Devall St.. ~600 
Anchorage 99503 
907-276-070 0 

Arizona 

Chuck Hallock 
504 Wes t Malibu Dr. 
Tempe 85282 
602-965-3633 

Arkansas 
Bob Blake 
2201 Braden 
Jacksonville 72076 
50 1-982-6209 

Californ ia 

Dr. Chuck Hanna 
9453 Goodw Ick Ct. 
San Diego 92123 
714-278 -6342 
Dave Gleason (Central) 
The Spor t Sole 
4777 N Blackstone Ave 
Fresno 94536 
209-226-9232 
Jerry Monell (Southern) 
9453 Goodw 1ck Ct. 
San Diego 92 123 
714-275-3344 

Colorado 
John Mooney 
3455 David Circle 
Colorado Springs 80907 
303-597-777 5 

Connecticut 

Jack Fruin 
c/o YMCA 
842 Maine SL 
Willima ntic 06226 
203-423-4951 

Delawar e 
Bruce Holmer 
707 D Village Circle 
Newark, 19717 
302 -575-8 160 

Flor ida 
Rick Stevens 
1831 NW . 13th St. 
Gainesville 3260 1 
904-372-1229 

Georgia 
Wayne Vincen t 
3777 Vineyard Cl 
Marie lla 30062 
404-971-5441 

Idaho 

Dirk Burgard 
130 N. Placer 
Idaho Falls 83401 
208-523-0600 

Illin o is 

Tom Streel. Alan Sheller 
570 East Higgins Rd. 
Elk Grove Village 60007 
3 12-439-3030 

Ind iana 

Robert T1edge 
P.O. Box 1792 
Sou th Bend 46624 
219-272-8808 

Iowa 
Tom Sweeney 
415 14th St N.E 
Cedar Rapids 52402 
319-366-455 8 

Kansas 
Steve Ray 
1 0839 Woodward 
Overland Park 662 t 0 
913 -642-5220 

Kentucky 

David Fieischaker 
628 Fincas tle Bldg 
Louisville 40202 
502-585-5369 

Lou isiana 
Sanford Comea ux 
P.O. Box 3644 
Lafayette 70502 
3 18-984 -5753 

Maine 
Ken Astor , Kev in York 
170 Rt 1 
Falmo ulh 
207-781 -4281 

Maryland 
Joy Nolte 
Towson Court Club 
8757 Mylander Lane 
Towson 21204 
301 -821-0160 

Massachusetts 
Jim McConch1e 
Short Hill Rd 
Lincoln O 1 773 
617-259-0468 

Michigan 
Denn is Wood (Chairperso n) 
2808 S. Deerfield 
Lansing 489 10 
5 17-882-8789 
Gil Schmitt (East) 
2 111 Golfside 
Ypsilanti 48197 
313-434-21 11 
Bob Dykst ra (Wes t) 
2655 29th St. 
Grand Rapids 49509 
616-942-5 190 
Judy Huhta (Central) 
20 19 Lovingron Ave ., ::204 
Troy 48084 
313-588-8249 

Minnesota 
Bob Adam, Sr. 
7600 Park Lawn Ave. 
Edina 55435 
612-835-6515 

Mississippi 
C T Carley 
213 Windsor 
Starkv ille 39759 
60 1-325-4915 

Missouri 
Ron York 
1012 W. 104th St. 
Kansas City 601 14 
816-942 -6436 

Montana 
Russ Miller 
Shepherd. MT 59070 
406-373-6390 

Nebraska 
Dick Kincade/Chuck Erickson 
222 N. 44th Street 
Lincoln, NE 68503 
402-475-5686 
Mark Hegg (Co -chairman) 
Racquetball of Omaha 
67th & Grover St. 
Omaha 68106 

Nevada 
Dan Seaton 
3727 Centennial Cir. 
Las Vegas 89 120 
702-386-4011 

New Hampshire 
Tom Lancaster 
Carriage Lane 
Bedford 03102 
603-472-5095 

New Jersey 
Doug Clark 
23 Holmes Lane 
Marlton 08053 
609-983-4812 

New Mexico 
Gary Mazaroff 
Division of HPER 
Univ. of Albuquerque 
St Joseph Pl., N.W. 
Albuque rque 87140 
505-82 1-05~6 

New York (Eastern) 
Tom Flannery 
3A Alpine Dr. 
Wappingers Falls 12590 
201-845-9040 

New York (Western) 
Jim Winterton 
136 Greys tone Lane #7 
Rochester 14618 
7 16-442-0 114. 

North & South Carol ina 
Sonny Hammon 
Rt. 1 Box 4-05B 
Burlington 272 15 
919-227- 1161 

North Dakota 
Bill Prentice 
142 t 9th Ave. South 
Fargo 58102 
701-232· t 422 

Ohio 
Ron Akins 
2500 Hollyview, N.E. 
North Canton 4472 1 
216-492-7210 
Gerry Lapier re 
127 Northfield Rd. 
Bedford 44146 
216-43 9-2424 

Oklahom a 
David Rippetoe 
9 11 N.W. 42nd Street 
Oklahoma City, OK 77 118 
405-528-2917 

Oregon 
Reed Fitkin 
25 10 Oakmont Way 
Eugene , OR 974-01 
503-687 -2811 

Pennsylvan ia 
Jim Pruitt 
K.O.P. R.B. Club 
Flint Hill Rd. 
King of Prussi a, PA 194-06 
215 -265-8350 

Rhode Island 
Jerry Melaragno 
363 Acade my Ave. 
Providence 022 72-83 78 

Tex as 
Dewey Strick land 
20 1 Vanderpool 
Houston 77024 
713-868- 3340 

Vermont 
Chuck Bigelow 
4 1 Hillside Te rrace 
Shelboume 05482 
802-985-276 0 

Virginia 
Ed Remen 
32 Penny Lane 
Ste rhng 22 170 
703-430-2552 

Washington 
Dougl as A. Wilson 
581 7 57 Ave .. N.E. 
Seattle 98105 
206-524-3037 

West Virginia 

Dave Taylor 
Rec .- lntram ural Sports Ott . 
Stansbury Hall-W . V.U . 
Mo rgantown , WV 26506 
304-293-5 22 1 

Wisconsin 
Bob Keenan 
P.O. Box 203 
Wales 53 183 
414-646-3607 

Wyom ing 
Barbara W illiams 
YMCA-4 17 N. Jett er son 
Sh eridan 8280 1 
30 7-674- 7488 

Germany 
Viktor Maz urkiew icz 
Lobsie nstraBe 25 
2800 Bremen 
West Germany 

~ 
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Newsletters 
Another Sign of Strong State Associations 

State association newsletters that chairmen have been sending to my office 
prove that these groups are growing and gaining strength . The publications are 
another benefit of belonging to a state association - and we all know that 
benefits bring in members . 
The newsletters cover everything from logo contests to membership drives. They 
give timely information on upcoming events, such as tournaments and meetings, 
and they list officers to contact for volunteer help with the state association. 
(Remember all state associations rely on their volunteer assistance. Why not join 
and contribute some time to help your state association grow stronger?) 

Here are excerpts from two excellent newsletters I've received recent ly : 

From Colorado's Ro/lout 

CRA/USRA Affiliation 
Benefits Players, Clubs 
CAA rolls once again!! After some 2½ 
years of trying to make the CAA a 
viable organization for racquetball 
players in Colorado, we now have an 
alive and growing organization that has 
much to offer racquetball players and 
clubs . The main reason CAA is moving 
again is our new affiliation with the 
United States Racquetball Association 
(USAA) . Another reason is a core 
group of dedicated CRA 'ers who are 
chairpersons for a number of 
committees. 

CAA affiliated with the USAA on July 
19, 1977 . This was after a key CAA 
meeting on July 11 at which a new 
board of directors was confirmed . The 
new board voted to affiliate with the 
USAA due to the large number of 
benefits to CAA members and clubs . 

Some of the benefits of USAA 
affiliat ion are: any CAA member is also 
a USAA member, USAA will furn ish 
guidel ines for CRNUSRA sanctioned 
tournaments , equipment 
manufacturers (like Seamco and 
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Leach) will provide shirts and balls for 
our state tournaments, 12 dozen balls 
will be supplied for ANY CAA 
sanctioned tournament , every CAA 
member will receive the USAA monthly 
National Racquetball Magazine, CAA 
racquetball news will be pub lished in 
the National Magazine . 

The CAA membership cost is now $9 
per year - an increase , sure , but we ll 
worth it!! In the fina l analysis, the 
success of CAA w ill still depend on the 
support of its members . Each of the 
committees formed will need 
volunteers to get their job done. Please 
do read about the CAA committee 
structure and contact the chairperson 
of the committee you would like to work 
on . 

I want to thank all those people in 
Colorado who volunteered time and 
money in the beginnings of the CAA. 
Without their help we would probably 
be looking at another 2½ years of 
floundering. The CAA is at last a solid 
organization with a direction and a 
purpose. 

-CAA President, John Mooney 

From Georgia's USRA Newsletter 

Racquetball Mania Spreads 
It is no secret - ou r nation is going 
crazy over racquetba ll. The population 
masses are tak ing to this sport 
because it comb ines entertainment 
with physical exercise , for a fairly 
inexpensive price. 

The racquetball club has come to be 
the focal point of racquetba ll. For a 
nominal charge, people can join a 
racquetball club and pay court charges 
to play the sport . Racquetball clubs are 
different from golf and tennis country 
clubs, where members strictly pay a 
certain fee , whether they play or not. In 
racquetball , members can set their 
own pace physically and financially. 
This arrangement is a 
dream-come-true for the average Joe 
who wants to stay , or get , into shape; 
live longer ; and have fun doing his 
thing . 

Few people ever dreamed that 
racquetball wou ld take off as fast as it 
has. Four years ago , Chicago had two 
or three clubs for racquetball. Now 
there are some fifty racquetball clubs 
spread across the city . 

These clubs have done almost as 
much for racquetball as has our own 
USAA Organization, but we all need 
each other to keep racquetba ll 
grow ing. The USAA provides the 
leadership for and promotion of tl1e 
sport . The club , then , takes these 
leadership and promot iona l ideas and 
puts them into action , so that we all can 
enjoy the sport to the fullest. 

Another contribution of the racquetb, II 
club is the social atmosphere it creatv 
before , during and after the game. 
have spotted and met as many 
good-looking , fit and trim women 
playing racquetball as I have 
encountered in any sing les bar. 



However , racquetball clubs do not 
create a "meat market " atmosphe re as 
do many night spots . Meeting the 
opposite sex at a racquetball club is so 
natural because the sport itself gives 
each person a common interest to 
discuss without forcing questions such 
as "Where do you work?" , "Why aren't 
you married?" , etc. 

In fact, I met my wife playing 
racquetball , and most people agree , I 
got the better end of the deal. And our 
marriage never sees a dull moment , 
perhaps because we stay in constant 
touch with the same subject and we 
have the same interest - racquetball 
- when we select and soci a lize with 
many of our friends. 

Upcoming Events 
January 20-22 

Mississippi State Racquetball 
Championship , New Jackson YMCA. 
Contact Frank Bonner, Treasurer , 
Miss iss ippi Racquetball Associat ion , 
P.O. Box 906 , Starkvi lle , MS 39759 . 

If you have not jo ined a racquetba ll club 
and have not actively participated in 
racquetb all , then you may be missing 
the boat. 

-Wayne Vincent 

Racquetball Clubs Come to Georgia 

Racquetball clubs are spr inging up in 
Georgia . Three facilities worthy of our 
attention follow. 

COURT HOUSE I of Marietta boasts of 
a newly constructed add itiona l five 
courts (giving them 15 courts) , and an 
indoor jogging track . Back-wall v iew ing 
in the five new courts will allow seated 
spec tator viewing . 

The COURT HOUSE concept will 
make its second home in Columbus , 
Georgia . 

February 10-12 

WAC Women 's Open, Washington 
Athlet ic Club, Seatt le, Washington . For 
entr ies contact: WAC Athletic Off ice, 
Attn. Tooey Zinn, 1325 6th Avenue, 
Seattle 98101 or call 206-622-7900 , 
Ext. 134. 

This facility - COURT HOUSE I of 
Columbus - will be patterned much 
after its sister club in Mar ietta . The 
New club will open in March , 1978 . 

COURT HOUSE 111 will welcome eager 
Atlantans in spring time, 1978 . Th is 
club will have a min imum of 12 courts 
and similar facili ties as the Co urt 
House I clubs . 

COURT HOUSE Ill will be housed in 
President ial Park at Interstates 85 and 
285 . 
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4 Ways Better 
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.. unmatched anywhere." 
This is what Sports Unlimi ted Court Systems says about Horner f loors : 

'' To complete the system , we speci fy the incomparab le Northern 
Hard Maple floor by Horner , the oldest name in hardwood f looring. A 
Horner maple f loor offers durabi l ity , res ili enc e and beauty t hat is 
simply unmatched, anywhere ." 

We didn ' t create northern hard maple , but we ' re g lad it 's ava i lable. 
From it we mill maple floor ing systems for game courts , bas ket ba ll 
floors and roller rinks , providing " lowest cost of ownership " for map le 
floor owners everywh ere . 
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, .. ,. :: , .. . 0\ .. .... . ,.. .. ' 'The oldest name in 
\~ maple hardwood flooring . ' ' 

HORN ER 
~ ~- □□LLAA BAY, MICHIGAN 49922 

FLOORING CO. 
■ PHONE (9061 482-1180 
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Tournament Results 

Reporters, take note: Help make our 
typesetter happy by sending us your 
tournament results typed double or triple 
(preferred) space with one-inch margins 
all around . 
Thank you . 

Arizona 
Over 200 players competed in the first annual 
Two Fingers AAC Invitational Racquetball 
tournament Sept. 22-25 at the Ar izona Athletic 
Club in Tempe . 

Results : 
Men's Open : BobbyBolan del . Don Thomas 16·2 1, 2 1· 18, 11·8 . 
Mike Gr,sz • 3rd . 

Men·s B : George Oh linger de l. B ia Rab y 21- 17. 14-2 1, 11-6 , 
Eugene Burns - 3rd . 

Men 's C: David Kahn del J im Barrell 21-11 . 21 ·13 , Joe Hrach -
3,o 

Men's Novice : Ne lson Nelf 0el Randy Hayme s 21 ·6 . 2 1•17, 
C IOyce Clari< • 3rd 

Women's Open : Ann Thompson del. He1dl Lehman 21-5, 21 -4, 
M acks taller • 3rd. 

Women's B: Tammy Zucco del. Dar lene Lanklord 21·3 , 21-5, 
Chns Munk - 3rd 

Women's C : Sue Hend nck del. Na ida Axford 

Women's Novice : Dawn Hebert del Nancy Goldberg 21-14 . 
21-20 . Lorrame Harrington • 3rd 

Juniora : Rudy Ramirez del C~II Foore 21.12 , 21·9. Pat McAvon• 
3rd , 

Seniors : Mike Aubrey oe l Pml Grace 21-6. 21 ·20 : Paul Banales • 
3rd . 

Mastera : Hal Pr,ce del , Ron Stubk 21-3 , 21 -7 . Pe1er Farina - 3rd . 

Georgia 
The First Annual Budweiser Atlanta Open 
Racquetball Tournament was held Oct. 21-23, at 
COURTHOUSE I in Atlanta, GA. A record 210 
entrants from nine states competed for trophies 
in six divisions . 

In the Men 's Open division top seeded Steve 
Mondry of San Diego , CA. , defeated fifth seeded 
Jim Bailey of Havdock , NC., 21-20 , 5-21 , 11-3 in 
an outstand ing display of racquetball. In the 
semi-final round, Johnny Hennen was forced to 
forfeit his match with Mondry in the first game due 
to a shoulder injury . Bailey defeated Keith 
Dunlap from Memphis 21-9, 21-20 . 

The Women's Open division saw top seeded 
Lucy Hardison beat second seeded Mildred 
Gwinn 21-5, 21-16 in the finals . Hardison 
defeated Eva Metcalf 21-2. 21-10, and Gwinn 
defeated Dianne Crowe 21-11 . 13-21, 11-3 in the 
semi -final matches . 

Bill King from Radford , VA. , top seed m the Men 's 
Senior division , defeated Tom Cannon from 
Chattanooga , TN, 21-7, 21-9 to capture the title . 

In the Men's B division, Scott Clark from 
Blacksburg, VA, defeated Charles Watrous in an 
excellent match 17-21, 21-13, 11-5. 

Novice winners were Atlantans Woody 
Burckhalter and Darcy Rais in the Men 's and 
Women's divisions respectively . 
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Missouri 
Juniors 
Allendale 's second open junior racquetball 
tournament was held the weekend of August 
12-14, and what a difference a year makes' 
There were more entr ies in each divis ion, the 
entries came from farther away, and the leve l of 
play was better . Two things remained the same, 
though : the great sportsmanship shown by the 
players and fans , and the fun time everyone had . 

The 13-under finals matched two exce llent 
players - John Gerson (Prairie Village , KS) and 
John Fisk (Leawood, KS) . During many points 
each player made seemingly imposs ible saves, 
keeping all the fans excited and cheering after 
each point. In the most excItIng of the final 
matches John Gerson prevailed m the 
tiebreaker , 19-21, 21-18 , 11-4, after trailing 
13-18 In the second game . David Berger 
(Mission Hills, KS) defeated Matt Lombard i 
(Kansas City , MO) In a well-played third place 
struggle , 21-14 and 21-15 . Doug Lyle (Over land 
Park, KS) took the consol ation finals from Chris 
Nichols (Santa Fe, NM), 21-14, 21-16 . Doug , a 
good athlete, had learned to play only two weeks 
prior to the tournament. 

Two 13 year olds entered the 15-under divis ion, 
and both made it to the finals . Bill Parodi Jr. 
(Topeka, KS) entered only the 15-under div ision, 
and was easily the class of the field , as he swept 
through the tournament without los ing a game . In 
his age group this year Bill has lost only to the 
number two player in the country . His opponent 
in the finals was John Gerson, winner of the 
13-under division . Parodi had his toughest match 
in the finals, winning 21-8, 21-19, coming back 
from 16-19 in the second game . Brett James 
(North Platte, NE) won third place from Dix 
Wellington (Belton, MO) 21-15, 21-5, and Art 
Davis (Belton, MO) was a 21-15, 21-14 winner in 
the consolation match with Robin Parodi of 
Topeka, KS. 

The 17-under division was also won by the 
youngest entrant, as 14-year-old Scott Wicks 
(Hutchinson. KS) came out on top of 17-year-old 
Gary Tob in (Overland Park, KS) In the finals , 
21-17, 21-18 . Although it was a close match , this 
was Wick 's easiest win, for Scott won via the 
tiebrea ker in all his previous matches . Tim 
Roberts (Overland Park , KS) met Jerry Goldstein 
(Prairie Village, KS) for third place, with Roberts 
coming out on top , 21-12, 21-15. Rex Newcomer 
(Shawnee Mission, KS) was the consolation 
champ , beating Jeff Underwood (Belton, MO) 
21-10, 21-7, in the finals . 

With 50 entries from 16 cities, this was quite a 
large junior tournament. Yet , there were no 
problems at all. Although 99 per cent of the 
matches were refereed by the juniors 
themselves, there was not a single complaint or 
loss blamed on the refereeing : nor was there 
ever a shortage of volunteers to referee. Seven 
year old Tim Parodi , the youngest entrant in the 
tournament, refereed more than his share, and 
did as well as anyone . (Tim also won a match in 
the 13-under division , before losing to an "old 
man " - ten year old Danny Wayne .) 

Ten gir ls entered the tournament, even though 
there were no separate divisions for the girls 
(there will be next year) . Those who entered gave 

good accounts of themselves, either winning 
matches, or playing we ll when they lost. 

Tentat ive date for next year 's tournam ent is the 
weekend of Augus t 4, 5, & 6 . For more 
information, contact Allenda le Racqu etball 
Cente r, 14601 Holme s, Kansas City , MO 64145. 

New Jersey 

Ray Capitanell i was men 's open winner in 
October at the New Jersey State Tournament. 
Steve Elia took seco nd place in the men 's event 
Women 's winner s were Gerry Rudy sz, f,rst 
place, and Sally Ann Devl in, secon d. 



New Jersey 
The new Kangeroo Courts in Bricktown, NJ, was 
host to players from all over the state Sept . 3 -
Oct. 1 at the first U.S.R.A. New Jersey State 
Singles and Doubles tournament. 

One player in the Open event clearly was the 
best in the field and deserv ing of the first state 
btle. He was Ray Capitenelli, who plays out of 
the Paterson YMCA. Seeded number one 
Cap1tenelli breezed through the Open , never 
losing a game and never being pushed. He did it 
not only with a strong power game, but also with 
an excellent array of other shots in a thrill ing 
semi-final match . The runner-up in the Open 
Singles was a 17-year-old student from North 
Jersey, Steve Elia . In the semi-finals he met a 
very tough and determined Gary Nurczyk , 
seeded number three , with the scores being 
21-14, 17-21, 11-9. It appeared that Elia was ,n 
command, but Nurczyk , play ing a gutsy game , 
forced it to three. Elia then went on to win the 
tie-breaker and enter the finals. In the finals 
Capitenell1 shot his way over Elia 21-14 , 21-9 . 
Third place in the Open went to second seed 
John Farrell. Kieth Wentz won the consolation 
round. 

This was the first tournament for the 12 women 
who entered the Women 's Singles event. Gerry 
Rudysz, the number one seed, became the first 
New Jersey state women's champ ion Sally Ann 

Devlin defeated Connie Serkin In a thrilling 
semi-final match . In the finals Rudysz defeated 
Devlin 21-14 , 21-16 . Third place went to Conn ie 
Serkin . The consolation was won by Cira 
Nickerson , who had only played three months . 

The B Singles was the largest category, with 
more than 30 join ing in the action. The finals 
match was a case of David and Goliath - only 
Goliath won with Don Betz defea ting Jeff Serkin 
21-1 o, 21-14 . Betz' excellent combination of kills 
and passes proved to be too much for the 
aggress ive Serkin . Bob Backer captured third 
place and Terry Bogan took the consolation . 

The Men 's Senior Singles, with the biggest draw 
of the competit ion, produced some hot and 
heavy play ending with Fred Lettec the winner . 
Lettec , In his first tournament and after only one 
year of play , beat Joe Mace 21-20, 21-19 In a 
90-minute match . Third place went to John 
Sergextan is, and Backer captured the 
consolation . 

The tournament was a tremendous success , due 
in part to the hosts, Don Burke and Jack Henry , 
general managers of the Kangaroo Courts . 
Frank Pescatore , New Jersey 's U.S.R.A. director 
of events , ran the tournament. 

-Frank Pescatore 

Vermont 
The first annual Pro-Am Oktoberfest Racquetball 
Tournament sponsored by Burlington 
Lincoln-Mercury and Foxxx Pools of Vermont 
took place Oct. 14, 15 and 16 at the Court Club in 
South Burlington, Vt. 

Jerry Hilecher of San Diego, currently ranked 
Number Five in the country, posted a comeback 
win over 17-year-old Mike Yellen of Southfield, 
Mich., to take the $1,000 first place money . 
Yellen took the first game with a score of 21-19. 
Hi lecher came back to win the second 21-20, and 
Hilecher pulled out the tiebreaker 11-8 . 

In the open doubles Yellen and Seve Mondry of 
San Diego took the final when Hilecher was 
forced to retire with severe leg cramps . Hilecher 
was teamed with Jerry Zuckerman of St. Lou is, 
MO . 

Paul Adams of Portland , ME, defeated Jeff 
Haddam of Avon, Conn ., 21-8 and 21-19 for the B 
singles title. In the C singles Burlington's Peter 
Hawks defeated Peter Meyer of New York 21-5, 
21-7. Steve Veilleux of Canton, N.Y. edged 
Steve Larrabee of Portland, ME, for the juniors 
title. Mary Dee of Burlington won over Karen 
Bednarski also of Burlington in the women's 
division. First prize for the women was $75, and 
second was S25. 
Quarter-finals : J Hi lecher d. B Bu men 21 -4, 21 ·B: S. Mondry d. 
D. Moore 21-8 , 21 ·6 : M Yellen d. P Lazure 21 ·2, 21·6 : J . 
Zuckerman d. M. McDonough 21 · 16, 21-15 

Sem i-final s : J . H,lecher d. S Mondry 19·2 1, 21 ·5 , 11-4. M. 
Yellen d. J . Zuckerman 21-14, 21-18 

Finals : J H,lecher d. M. Yellen 19·2 1, 21 •20 , 11-8 . 
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Washington 
Dr . "Bud" Mueheisen won the open singles and 
doubles in the fourth World Racquetb all 
Championship Aug . 4-7 at Eastern Washing ton 
University in Cheney, WA. In the Open Singles, 
Dr. "Bud" made it through his Red League round 
robin play with no losses and only one scare; that 
coming from Portland 's Bob Lund (21-18) . The 
win provided him the opportunity to play 
Houston 's Jim Austin in the Sunday Open 
Singles Championship . Jim also was undefeated 
in the Blue League . This was the setting of a 
superb match since Jim had just recently 
dethroned Dr. "Bu d" as USAA senior singles 
champion. It was a "swee t" win for Dr. "Bud" as . 
he won 21-12 , 15-21 , 11-7. Morgan Sayes 
defeated Bob Lund in the third and fourth place 
battle . Dr. " Bud" also went home with the first 
place doub les trophy as he teamed with Dave 
Retter of Spokane . They easily defeated Trey 
and Morgan Sayes of Salt Lake 21-7, 21-8 . 

The senior div ision turned out to be a real "dog 
scrap" with Jim Austin, Bill Candratow , Pat 
Colombo , Bob Peterson , Mark Wayne, and Dean 
Steiner fighting hard to get into the finals . 
Although he placed fifth in the round robin 
competition, Spokane·s Dean Steiner found that 
he could play with the best as he defeated Bill 
Candratow and Pat Colombo in back-to-back 
games . After it was all over, however , Jim Austin 
flew home to Texas with the first place Silver 
Casserole . Bill Candratow was second (21-18, 
21-16) , Bob Peterson was third and last year's 
defending champ ion, Mark Wayne settled for 
fourth, (14-21 , 21-17 , 11-7). 

Bud Muehleisen hits a backhand in front of Jim 
Austin in the fourth World Racquetball 
Championship in Chen ey, Wa. 

Bob McNamara defeated doubles partner 
Charley Jack son 21-8, 21-12, for the first and 
second place playoffs in the master's divis ion. 
Pat Whitehill, tournament director, beat 
Edmonton 's Duncan Stockwell 21-12, 21-3 for 
the third place trophy . Jackson and McNamara 
also placed third in the strong Open Doubles field 
by defeating Bob Lund and Ron Starkman . 

The Women 's Open was a weaker division this 
year than in the past World Tournaments with the 
absenc e of Peggy Sted ing, Jennifer Harding, 
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Janell Marriott and Alesa Moore . However, the 
play was vigorous and evenly matched in the 
round robin play and the Sunday playoffs . Vici 
Panzeri defeated Gina Baird in a hard fought first 
and second place battle on Sunday , 15-21, 21-15 
and 11-9. Lynn Murdock was third and Marilyn 
Tonaka placed fourth . 

The B • C play produced winners from 
Washington State and Br itish Columb ia with 
Wende llTa laber of Vancouver , B.C., winning the 
B-1 Division ; Rick Murphy of Skykomish , Wa., 
winn ing the B-2 Divis ion ; Lou DeRosa of Trail, 
B.C., winning the C-1 Division and Jim Jackson 
of Spokane, winning the C-2 Div1s1on. The 
Women's B sing les was won by Dorothy Patent 
of Missoula , Mt. , and the Band C doubles even 
was won by Wayne Smy1h and Wendell Talaber 
of Vancouver , B.C. 

We are prepar ing to host the 1978 World 
Racquetball Championships so plan now to 
attend . Th e dates will be August 3, 4, 5 , and 6. 
Looking forward to see ing you next year!! 

Washington 
The third annual Tumwater Valley Racquetball 
Season Opener Oct. 21-23 was won by 
top-seeded Jeff Watson winning the Men's Open 
championship 21-9, 3-27 , 11-9 ove r John 
Bernhardt. Watson cru ised into the finals after 
being pushed in the quarter finals by Larry 
Treemantle 21-16 , 21-18 , and then beating Jim 
Miller in the semis 21-6 , 21-1. Bernhardt, the third 
seed , battled thro ugh a tough lower bracket 
slipping by Gary Forrest in the sem is 21-14, 
20-21 , 11-3, and trimming Lyn Ratliff in the 
quarters 21-11, 21-14. Forrest had beaten 
second seede d Dan Buehle r in the quarters 
21-18, 21-19 to advance to the semis . 

Brad Furlong , who edged out Doug Tanabe 1n the 
consolation match, won the Men 's B title nipping 
Mike Dahl in the finals 4-21 , 21-20 , 11-6. 

In the Men 's C it was Steve Wilson showing the 
form that will make him a threat in future 
tournament play, beat ing Tucker Thomp son 
21-14, 21-4. In the sem is it was Thompson 
beating Jim Holsti ne 21-15, 18-21 , 11-6, while 
Wilson edged Bill Key 21-15, 21-19. Key then 
beat Holstine for third and Chuck Clark clipped 
Don Dybeck . 

Bill Key beat Henry White 21-4, 21-14 to gain the 
Seniors/Masters title . 

The B-C Doubles team of Will Graham and Rick 
Murphy beat Russ Gies and Jett Eberle . 

In the Women 's Intermed iate (the Open division 
was not held for lack of players) Kr is Lindskog 
beat Elaine Mannaku in a thrilling three-game 
match 21-1 O, 18-21, 11-10, com ing back from 
1-1 O 1n the tiebreaker. 

In a division originally intended to be filled for 
light, fun play the Mixed Double s drew incredibly 
tough teams. Jim Miller and Pat DeNeui won the 
championship 21-11 , 21-4 over 16-year-olcJ Mark 
Thompson and 15-year- old Leslie Lindsk0g. 

Notes of the tourney: A racquetb all clinic p• 1t on 
Sunday morning by Jerry Hilecher and Jennifer 
Harding was a highlight of the weeken d. Tr ;.nks 
go to Leach Industr ies for their T-shi rts ar, ·1 to 
Seamco for their supply of 558 balls. 



Utah 
The fourth annual Rocky Mounta in Racquetball 
Championships - otherwise known as the Wild 
Bunch Open - were held Oct. 20 - 22 in Salt 
Lake City, UT. Two hundred and twelve entries 
from six states competed in five singles and two 
doubles classifications. 

In the Open Sing les Trey Sayes, 1974 Open 
Singles champion, and semi-finalist and 
tournament director in 1975 and 1976, returned 
to capture the title he lost to Dave Char lson of 
San Diego in 1975. Bill Dunn of San Francisco, 
Open Singles champ ion for 1976, elected not to 
return to defend his title . Trey defeated his 
brother, Morgan, 1976 Utah State Champ 21-11, 
16-21, 11-2 in the finals Paul Boman defeated 
Gary Mazeroff, New Mex ico State champion, for 
third place. 

In the B Singles Roger Moore defeated ol' Luzell 
Wilde 21-16, 21-17 in the fina ls for the B title. 
Luzell, who is 58 years old, often has difficulty 
finding competition in the older age division , and 
so competes in B Singles events much to the 
chagrin of competitors who are 40 years 
younger . Philosophy Professor Pau l Haanstadt 
used his head in defeat ing Burt Sanchez for third 
place. 

16 year old Robert Rankin, an aspiring concert 
pianist, managed to get his priorities in order and 
captured his first racquetball title by defeat ing 
Kevin Keller 21-11 , 21-8 In the C Sing les. Bruce 
Crowther defeated Bill Vickery for third place . 

In the Senior Singles Air Force Sarge ant, Bob 
McNabb , utilizing his soft corner pinche s and deft 
push passes, swept by Jerry Hodson 21-6, 
21-16. Hodson pulled the upset of the 
tournament by beating top-seed, Rick Warne r, in 
the Semi-finals 21-3, 21-17 . 

Police Academy student, Lorraine Killpack , left 
the range long enough to compete in her first 
tournament and returned to the range with a 
first-place win over USU student , Marianne 
Lambert , 21-16 , 21-9 in the Women 's B Sing les. 
Sibling rivalry came to a head in a titanic two-hour 
struggle for third place , when Mel lisa Koerner 
eked out a win over her sister , Bobby Anne , 
21-19, 13-21, 11-5. 

In the Novice Singles university student , Robert 
Malheiro, squeaked by Air Force Captain, Herb 
Martin, 21-18, 18-21, 11-7 . Third place was 
awarded to Marianne Lambert , who rebounded 
from her loss in the finals of the Women 's B 

Trey Sayes , left, defeated his brother, Morgan, 
to win the Wild Bunch Open . 

division and wrought havoc upon the dome of law 
professor, M ike Zimmerman, 21-4, 21-13 . 

Trey and Morgan Sayes continued to domina te 
Rocky Mountain doubles play by defeating Drew 
Stoddard and Paul Boman for the Open Doubles 
title . Third place was garnered by the unlikely 
team of Janell Marriott and New Mexico's very 
own Steve Stribling , over the dynam ic duo of 
Gary Mazeroff and Eric Sanchez . Bob McNabb, 
playing in his last B Division event , teamed with 
Tom Nystrom to defeat the cousins Hodson, 
Gene and Jerry, 11-21, 21-3, 11-7, for the title B 
Doubles . Third place was captured by Professor 
Paul Haanstadt and Dave Bernacki over Bob 
Nicholas and Dr. Cliff Goff . 

Ca lifornia 
The Naval Support Activity Los Angeles -Long 
Beach hosted the third annual All Services 
Racquetball Invitational Tournament for military 
personnel and women dependents, from 
September 30 through October 2. Forty-five men 
and women participated in six categor ies: Men's 
Novice, Men's Intermediate and Women's Open 
Singles and Doubles divisions. The tourna ment 
was a true double elimination competition with 
players in the losers' bracket in each division 
playing numerous matches in attempt ing to 
capture titles. 

Players from the Marine Corps Base, 
Twenty -Nine Palms, stole the show along with 
seven of the awards . Major Gary Meyers and his 
touring "racquetball sergeants" proved to be 
favorites for this tournament. Major Meyers 
defeated ENS Jim Stavridis, USS HEWITT in the 
finals , after splitting the previous two matches 
played in the Men 's Intermediate Singles 
d1visIon. Marine Corps Base, Twenty-Nine 
Palms, took first and second place in Me n's 
Intermediate Doubles with Major Meyers and 
MSGT John Ewadinger defeating MSGT Ray 
Lopez and SGT Ron Sanzone for first place 
honors. 

The Marines came through in Men's Novice, 
capturing the one and two spots, with SSGT 
Douglas Pearson defeat ing GYSGT Doug Bell, 
both of MCB Twenty-Nine Palms . Naval Support 
Activity hopefuls performed well in Novice 
Doub les, with HM2 Armando Galarza and CW02 
Raynold Rangle , NAVSUPPACT Dispensary 
taking first over Naval Regional Dental Cl inic 
players DT1 Sk ip Wheeler and DT2 John Garrett . 

For the first time the All Serv ices Racquetball 
Invitational Tournament included two divisi ons 
for women . After starting slowly, with only seven 
women players, the excitemen t grew rapidly . 
First place in women's doubles was wo n by 
Karen Nussma n and SN Sandy Rehwinke l 
over Jan Slack and Cecile Harvey . 
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Illinois 
The Courts on 22, a racquetball and tennis club 
located on Half Day Road (Route 22) in 
Bannockburn , IL., hosted an open racquetball 
tournament September 16 - 18, attracting over 
200 players in eight divisions . Hope Weisbach, 
head racquetball pro at the club . organ ized the 
tournament and was assisted by Bill Feigen, 
veteran tournament player, and Greg Goluska, 
club manager , and his staff . 

The 14 man Open draw was headed by Bob 
Deuster who is beginning to make a habit of 
com ing in first. Bob was very effective, winning 
each of his three matches in two games . He 
eliminated Dan Bertolucci in the quarters, 21-6, 
21-11, Dan having come off a tough 11-8 
tie-breaker win over Loren Stern . In the semi's he 
downed an impressive . Bob VanTuyle 21-17 in 
the first game , and locked it up 21-2 in the second 
game when Van Tuyle began skipping . Deuster 
remained hot as usual and took the finals in two 
straight over his normally tough opponent Ric 
Dern, 21-1, 21-19 . Ric couldn 't find the rhy1hm in 
game one , but he caught fire in the second and 
almost sent it into a tie-breaker . Dern , the 
number two seed , had reached the finals with 
hard-fought victories over Steve Buller, 21-18, 
12-21, 11-2 , and Jim Scheyer, 21-15, 21-18. Bob 
Van Tuyle came back smoking in the match for 
third place , dropping Scheyer 21-5, 15-21 , 11-8 . 
The consolation bracket was won by Graham 
Moore, 21-19, 21-15 over Dave Millazo . 

Hope Weisbach , number one seed in this field of 
11, won the Women 's Open in the tournament 
she had worked so hard to organ ize. In her 
semi-final match she faced Ade Crabtree who 
had won an intense first round match from Judy 
Ripp of Evanston, 21-19, 21-20 . Ade was fired up 
and played very aggressively In game one, but 
Hope got hot near the end and won 21-15, 
followed by a 21-8 win in game two , thanks to a 
more cons istent kill shot and qu icker floor game . 
The championsh ip match was a repeat as Hope 
took about half the game to overcome the 
pressure being applied by Sheryl Weiss of 
Evanston . At 14-12 Hope started rolling them out 
and didn 't stop until the match was over, 21 -12, 
21-7 . Sheryl was tired from grueling wins over 
Debbie Darling1on, 20-21, 21-14, 11-8 and 
Barbara Edelstein , 21-20, 21 -11, and Just could 
not maintain the pace . Edelstein defeated 
Crabtree for third place, 21-12, 15-21 , 11-2 . In 
the consolation bracket Judy Ripp made a strong 
comeback to take top prize 12-21 , 21-1 0 , 11-5 . 

The Men's Senior division had one of the larger 
draws, a field of 31 . Shelly Clar , perennial 
contender for numero uno, fell short this time at 
the hands of Lee Duda from Chicago. Duda , 
better known as "Zipp ity" to his friends, 
maintained his poise after blowing a 20-11 lead in 
game one , and came back to win it, 20 -21, 21-9, 
11-7 . Duda did it with wins over Tom Monk 31-13 
in the first round, 21-14 , 21 -7 over Lee Baldwin in 
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the second round , 21-8 , 21-14 over T im Plum in 
the quarters, and 21-15 , 21- 16 over number 
three seed Tom Street in the semi 's. Shelly had 
no trouble getting to the finals as he blasted Al 
Mazz 21-5 , 21 -4 in the second round , overcame 
Ron Paul 21-18 , 21- 11 in the quarters and 
knocked out Saul Sandov al 21-9 , 21-14 In the 
semi 's. In the match for third place a diving Tom 
Street came up short, " falling " to the 
stea dy-hitting Saul Sandoval, 21 -16, 21-19 Tom 
was body-surf ing all over the court to get Saul's 
dumps and passes , but he couldn't get enough of 
them . It has been rumored that Al Shetzer , Tom's 
business and racquetball partner, Is starting a 
fund to design and build a surfboard on wheels to 
make 11 easie r for Street to get around the court 
for those tough shots . 

The consolat ion bracket was won by Tom Monk 
over Dan Day, 21 -20 , 21-11 . 

There were some exci ting matches In the Men's 
B div ision , starting with the upset of number one 
seed Spencer Karlin who lost to Marty Kalin in a 
close contest. Unseeded Stuart Rothstein, who, 
when allowed to use his forehand , Is a one-man 
demolition squad , went all the way to the number 
one spot. In the quarter -finals of th is 42 man 
draw , Rothstein beat Bob Abruscato 21-9 , 21-9 . 
He had a tougher match in the semi-finals when 
he faced Jim Harper of Evanston . Jim junk 
served Stuart to his backhand and kept him 
off-balance in the first game, 16-21. In a thrilling 
second game , Stuart , who manages to be 
everywhere at the same time , held on for a 21-20 
win . In the tie-breaker it was all Rothstein , 11-2. 
Marshall Waldo was his opponent in the finals, 
and Marshall, extremely fatigued from his 
marathon sem i -final win over Rob Farkas 21-15, 
4-21, 11-10 , gave it a valiant try but couldn't keep 
away from Rothste 1n's forehand and succumbed 
21-14, 21- 10. The match for th ird place was a 
battle to see wh ich player could stay on his feet 
the longest, and Jim Harper outlasted Rob 
Farkas , 21 -16, 21 -19. In the consolat ion bracket 
Spencer Karlin bounced back from his upset loss 
and went all the way to defeat Joe Penkrot for the 
championsh ip, 21-6, 21-11 . 

Colleen Shields , number two seed, had only one 
tough hurdle as she shot her way to the Women's 
B title in this field of 17. Winning her first two 
rounds 31-6 over Ros Beaham and 21-14, 21-16 
over Kay Camp , Coleen came up against Pat 
Lodygood who put up a real fight before 
succumbing 21-12 , 16-21 , 11-2. In the finals 
Colleen was very sharp as she dispatched 
Claudette Loizzo 21-17 , 21-12 . Claudette had 
upset number one seed Jackie Jost in the semi's, 
21-17, 21-12 . Jackie was awarded third place 
when Pat Lodygood had to default. Mary Carlson 
took first place honors in the consolat ion bracket. 

The Men 's C division drew the greatest number 
of participants , and number one seed Marc 
Slatten came through the field of 51 unscathed 
Playing a deliberate , controlled pass ing offense, 
Marc scored victories over Bob Howard , 31-18, 
Tony Minorlni , 21-4, 21-4 , Tracy Powell, 17-21 
21-4, 11- 1 in the quarters , Jim Verhaege by injur; 



default, and a final victory over Brent Ayre , 21-11 , 
21-7. Ayre worked his way through the lower 
bracket with wins over Martin Olsen , 31-11 , Bob 
Roden, 21-12 , 21-9 , number two seed Jim 
Cartwright in a thrill ing 19-21, 21-18 , 11-5 
quarter-final match and a narrow 21-12 , 21-20 
win over Gary Meisner in the semi's . Meisner 
was awarded third place when Verhaege was 
unable to play. John Rapp took the consolation 
bracket honors with a 21-12 , 21-7 victory over 
Howard Tolchin. 

Unseeded Kip Kend ler surprised many 1n the 
Women's C 19 entry-event as she doggedly 
pursued the top prize , only to fall short 1n the 
championship match , 21-16 , 21-20 to Joan 
Rogers of Evanston . Joan , indefat igable on the 
court, Just kept hitting the ball hard when her kill 
shot wasn't working , and the comb1nat1on wore 
her opponents down . She scored a first round 
victory over Sue Cherry, 31-8, nipped Cathy 
Nemeth in the quarters , 21-13 , 21-20, surprised 
Mary Precht in the Semi's, 21-8 , 21-8 , and then 
scored her impressive come-from-behind win in 
the finals. She trailed Kip 11-20 in game two, but 
slowly worked her way back and the pressure 
mounted on both players . Joan just kept digging 
and Kip couldn 't get that last rollout, so Joan 
captured the title . Kip had scored tremendous 
pressure wins in the quarter 's and semi 's over 
number one seed Pat Ketlinski 19-21, 21 -11, 
11-3, and number four seed Mary Brosius 18-21 , 
21-5, 11-9, but the third one in a row was too 
much for her. Brosius defeated Precht for third 
place, 21-12, 21-5 . The consolat ion bracket was 
won by Penny Polarinah1s, a first round loser to 
Mary Precht. 

A field of 17 Juniors went at it tooth and nail , and 
when the dust cleared, number one seed Andy 
Witt was on top once again . The intense young 
competitor was not headed until the finals, as he 
cruised to victor ies over Mark Baum , 31-11 , Marc 
O'Donnell, 21 -3, 21 -5 , and Brad Shanks , 21-6, 
21-5 . In the finals Dan Murray from Janesville 
gave Andy all he could handle 1n two games , 
which they split , 19-21 , 21-19, but Andy collected 
himself and put great pressure on Dan 1n the 
tie-breaker when he got off to a fast start . Dan 
could not recover as Andy took 1t 11-1 . Dan , the 
number two seed , also had a clear path to the 
finals with wins over Jeff Hacker , 31-9 , Chris 
Warning , 21-5, 21-5 and Tom Keefe , 21 -10, 
21-17 . Keefe wrested third place honors from 
Brad Shanks 21-3, 21 -11. The consola tion 
bracket was won by Gordon Gallagher of 
Evanston in a closely contested match with Jack 
Newman. 

- Jim Harper 

Florida 
On the Labor Day weekend (Sept. 3-5) the 
Brevard Racquetball Association and Patrick Air 
Force Base sponsored what they believe to be 
the first racquetball tournament for the benefit of 
muscular dystrophy. The unique feature of this 
tournament was that, other than the direct cost of 
running the tournament , all proceeds went to the 
Muscular Dystrophy Associat ion. 

After the tournament , Mike Mojer , president, 
Brevard Racquetball Associatio n, traveled to 
Day1ona Beach and presented a check for S518 
to the Jerry Lewis Telethon . 

Wisconsin 
Each entry in the seventh annual Janesville, WI, 
Fall Open Oct. 14-16 received a warm-up jacket 
at the tournament directed by Tom Murray, with 
Helen Murray serving as hospitality director . 

Jim Wirkus won the championship by defeating 
Clyde Senters 21-9, 21-19. Wirkus consistently 
rolled out his forehand and backhand shots 
during game one . In game two Senters began 
rolling out several himself. and had a 19-1_5 lead 
until Wirkus killed six stra ight shots to win . 

For th ird place Ken Frank, of Madison , defeated 
Bill Schultz, of Madison , 21- 11, 21-16 . 

Tournament Results : 
Open Doubles : Randy Hines (Ft Lauderda le) and Gerry 
She~oel< (Melbourne ) defeated Erron Poner (Jacksonville). and 
Jon Adkll\S (Daytona Beach ): 3rd -Place Percy Ph1tman 
(Rockledge) and John Brugger (Melbourne) defeated Mike Mojer 
(Patncl< AFB) and Don Donoghue (Orlando) . 

'"B" Ooubles : JeH Leon and Joe lcaza (Ft. LauderdaJe)defeated 
Bill Prescon and Tim O'Rourl<e (Ft. Lauderdale) : 3rd Place -
John Hadaway and Scott Hunz,ker (Ft Lauderdale) defeated 
Russell La11mer and Ted True (Patnck AFB) 

Open Consolation: Dale Hasner and Roy Kingery (Palm Bay) 
defeated Herb Nathan (Satellite Beach) and John H1nkamp 
(Melbourne ). 

" B" Consolation : Nathan and H1nkamp defeated Glo Tomas 1n1 
and Allen Sobel (Orlando ) 

Gerry Sherlock and Randy Hines. 

Jim Wirkus meets and defeats Clyde Senters in 
the Janesville , WI Fall Open. 
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Kentucky 
Steve Sulli sauntered through the field of the 
Wordtec Open, held the weekend of Oct . 21-23 in 
Lou isville, pretty much unmolested . Steve, not 
pressed too much by anyone, handled Ron 
Johnson , Indianapol is, 21-13, 21- 1 O In the finals . 
The issue was not much in doubt as Johnso n, 
who has been stretched in each of his previous 
matches, simply could generate no consistent 
attack agai nst the stocky dynamo . 

Sulli came through his half defeating Tom Marr, 
Hal Broders on, Bob Dabney, and Fred Michels 
with the loss of only one game. John son, ever the 
geri atric gymnast , defeated Dave Brown , 
Loui sville, 9-21, 21-19, 11-10 in the second 
rou nd after Dave had squandered four match 
points . Johnson then beat John Barrett , 
Champaign, 21-20 , 21-18 and Dave Fle1schaker 
before bowing Sunday afternoon to Sulh. The 
finals may have been an anti-climax . 

Not only were the host Kentuckians treated 
rudely in the Open, but also in the Women 's 
Open . Ingrid Montecino , the Indiana State 
champ , completely dom inated the field , easily 
defe ating Holly Rentz, Lexington , in the final, 
21-4, 21-4 . Lynn Simon, Louisville , was third , 

defeating 12-year-old wunderkind Bobbi 
Brennan, of Frankfort, who herself Is gett ing 
stronger and stronger . This was a very strong 
field with Trish Morphew and Lu Ann Gifford, both 
of Oh io, beginning to come on . Jane Pritchett, of 
Anderson , In., cont inues as a force to be 
reckoned with . 

Bob Slick of Auro ra pulled out a tight B finals over 
Mike Lykins of Ashland in a match nobody could 
quite believe was between two B players . Was 
Kentucky never to get into the win column? 

But wait! The cavalry , in the name of Len(ny) 
Wilson , saved the day . He defeated " best 
dressed " Tom Street , Chicago , convincingly in 
the finals . Tom , color coord inated to the nth 
degree , and Len had what many believe to be the 
loudest coll ision of the tourney . Each was laid out 
on court for about 10 minutes . Each rece ived 
suitab le servi ngs of female sympathy. It must not 
have helped . Tex Boggs defeat ed Bill Emnett for 
third . Both Kentucky players - finally . 

In the Masters, Don Detjen and Ike Gurner 
played another inevitable final. This time Don 
came out on top. 
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We had a C div ision both in men 's and women 's 
play. It was , by far , the largest tou rney ever held 
in Kentucky , with 211 entran ts. We occupied 
eight courts at the Lou isville YMCA for 38 
weekend hou rs. It was super . Thanks to 
everyone who had a hand . 
Resu lts 

Men·s Open - Ouarters:S ulli d . Dabney21 · 12. 21·13 M1che lsd . 
G1lben 21•14 . 12·21 , 11·6 Fla,schaker d Knauer 2 1·8 . 21•14 
Johnson d . Barrell 21·20 , 2 1· 18 

Sem is: Sun, d. Miche ls 2 1-15, 10·21 , 11·2 Johnson o. 
Fle1schaker 2 1-19, 21·9. 

Finals : Sull, d . Johnson 21· 13, 21 ·10 

Third : Fle,schake r d Michels 2 1•7. 5·2 1. 11·3 

Women ·s Open - Quarters : Rentz d Ems121 ·10 . 21·5 Brennan 
d Pritchen 21 -20 . 12-21 11·6 Simon d Morphew21·18 . 21-14. 
Montec,no d G ifford 21-12 . 21-4 

Semis : Rentz d Brennan 21 12, 2 1·8 Montec ,no o S,mon 
21-16 . 2 1•14. 

Final : Montec1no d Ren tz 21 •4, 21 -4 

Th ird : Simon d Brennan 2 1-10. 21·11. 

Men 's B : Quarters : Klintworth d. Jones 21· 12. 21·20 . Slick d 
Marcum21-16 . 17•21. 11•7 Marrd Layne21 ·9 . 13·21. 11-10. 
Lykins d. Harpe r 21·15.21-11 

Semis : Slick d Kt1n1Worth 21 -14. 21 ·8 Lyk ins d . Marr 21·8. 
21· 13. 

Finals : Slick d . Lykins 9 ·21 , 21 · 13, 11·8 

Th ird : Khntwon h by default 

Men 's C • Quarters : Sword d Crowder 10·21 . 21·13 , 11•7 
W,erw,lle d . Thomas 2 1· 15. 21·9 Edwards d Logan 11-21. 
21-17 , 11-9 . Sanders d Mylar 21·11. 21 ·3 

Sem is : w ,erw,lle d . Sword 21- 12. 21· 1 Edwards d Sanders 
21·20 . 2 1· 13. 

Finals : w ,erw,lle d Edwa rds 21-20 . 2 1· 18 

Thir d : Sword d Sanders 21·19 , 21 ·16 

Sen ior s• Quarters : w ,1son d . Hull 21 ·9 , 21 · 13 Boggs d Travis 
2 1- 16, 2 1· 16 . Emn ett d Solomon 2 1·9 . 12-21. 11·9 Sireet d 
Bara sch 2 1·8 . 2 1- 13. 

Sem is : Wilson d Boggs 21·12 . 21·9 Street a Emnen 21·9. 
15·2 1. 11·6 

Finals : Wilson d. Stree t 21·6 , 21-14 . 

Th ir d : Boggs d. Emnell 21 · 12 , 12-2 1, 11·5 

Masler s • Quarters : Detjen d Tress lar 2 1 ·6 , 19·21 . 11-0 Jones 
d. K,ng 2 1•14, 21·6 Wh ipple d . Daines 21-9 , 21·9 Gurner d 
Stog sdill 2 1 • 1 1, withdrew 

Semis : Detjen d Jones 21- 17, 21·16 . Gurner d Whipple 15·21. 
21·6.1 1-3. 

Fina ls : Detjen d . Gurner 21·16 . 21-10 . 

Th i rd : Jones d Wh ipple 21 ·9 . 21· 12. 

Women ·s C-Ouarters : Grosz d Hollen 21- 14, 21-12 Ellell d 
Slavin 21· 11. 4•2 1. 11-4. Fenton d Spires 8·21 . 21·16 . 11·9. 
F,sher d. Stapleton 13·21 , 2 1·6. 11 ·6 

Sem is: Grosz d . Ellen 21·9. 21·8. Fisher d Fento n 2 1·7. 12-21. 
11·3 

Finals : Grosz d. Fisher 21-12 . 21·7 

Th i rd : Fenton d Ellell 21·10, 21·1 1 



Beyond The 
Whether they call themselves "Golden Oldies ," "Oldies but Good ies" 

or "Grateful to Feel Strong Enough to Hold a Racquet" 
senior players are following the teens and twent ies 

crowd onto racquetbal l courts . 

This report from Oregon 's Bruce Kelly kicks off a new feature we will run 
from time to time in Nat ional Racquetball. Send us news and clear 

black and wh ite photos of over 35 players, and we 'll cons ider 
the mate rial for this section . 

Racquetb all has its own Go lden Oldies, and they 're not "Stardust, " 
"Moonl ight Serenade " and "Chattanooga Choo Choo. " 

Nationally ranked Jennifer Harding attracted a sizable crowd when 
she put two Golden Oldi es into play at the opening of the 

Milwau kie (OR .) Racquetball Club . The over-55 players were 
Dr. Lawrence Bernard and Bruce Kelly. 

Dentist Bernard has spent much of the 
past 15 yea rs personally directing and 
financially supporting MU Men 's 
Basketball , Vo lleybal l, Baseball , and 
Bowling teams, as well as Wome n's 
Softball teams . Primarily through his 
efforts many of the teams won regional 
and national titles . 

Maestro Ke lly, Portland business and 
civic leader, is founder and director of 
The New Oregon Singers . The 
60-voice enterta inment chorale has 
travelled to every continent on goodw ill 
tours for the United States and has 
presented performances before 
Princess Grace in Monaco and the 
Queen of Thailand in Bangkok . 

So, the scene was set! . . . Dr . Bernard , 
a former state ranked handballer , vs. 
Maestro Kelly , a former seeded state 
badminton player . Both converted , 
dedicated and new believers in the 
upstart game of racquetball. Both were 
in top form. Two games to 21 with a 
third game 11 point tie-breaker . 

The match began! It was apparent that 
the proficiency level was far from 
shabby. A dazzling array of low drive 
serves, ceiling balls , cross court 
passing shots, corner pinch shots and 
z-balls delighted the spectators , who 
cheered for their favorite . 

The intense pace continued unt il 40 
minutes later Kelly had the game 
21-12. 

Two minutes rest? What's time to a 
senior citizen? No times out in the first 

game and now wanting no more than a 
towe l-off befo ;e the second game? 
What are these men made of? Younger 
men might have faltered ! 

Gam e two began, the score seesawed , 
the initiative ebbed and flowed as did 
the banter from player to player , player 
to aud ience and back again. No times 
out! Forty-two minutes and game two 
went to the dent ist 21-19 . Two games , 
an hour and twenty-two minutes of 
sparkling play . Golden masters 
defini tely do have their place in this 
new sport that is sweep ing the country . 
.. But I digress .. . For neithe r player 
would settle for one game each . Club 
manager Milt Sharp qu ietly ask if he 
should send for the emergency 
disaster unit or stand by with oxygen . 

On to the third game tie-breaker , more 
cheers from the audience , more 
gamesmanship from the players 
intermingled with their innovative play. 
The end came close . It had been a 
fascinating encounter which either 
could have won . . . The 11th point was 
an ace wall hugger to the backhand of 
Dr. Bernard. 

Yahoo ! The maestro felt like singing ! 

The dentist felt down in the mouth, as 
Kelly 's last zinger ricocheted round the 
court . Isn't that where a dentist should 
be anyw ay? 

Yes, Golden Oldies and Golden 
Masters are here to stay ! o 

- Bruce Kelly 

Jennifer Harding, center, nationally ran ked 
racquetball pro, matched up Lawrence Bernard , 
left , and Bruce Kelly for an exhibition tuss le at the 
new Milwaukie, OR., Racquetball Club . 
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Racquetball 

Starting with this story from The Chicago Tribune of Oct. 19, 1977 , 
we'll be giving National Racquetball readers a chance to see what the 

general press is saying about our sport. Let us know if your town 's paper 
carries racquetball news you think would interest players 

in other parts of the country. 

Is tennis a match 
for racquetball? 

In Venture 

Reprinted , courtesy of the Chicago Tribun e 
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A new boss 
of the racquets 
in Chicago 
by Mike Conklin 
Judy Calvey , A tenn is nov ice at the 
time , tried it and liked it. Now she does 
it all the time . 

Bob Breckenridge, a tennis pro, also 
tried it and liked it. Now he gives 
instruction in it. 

Jeff Ka iser, a tennis club manager , 
predicted it would neve r last. Now he's 
in the bus iness. 

Even Nelson Campbe ll, a Chicago 
District Tennis Associat ion (COTA ) 
official , gave it a whir l once just to see 
what all the fuss was ove r. He thought it 
was fun - but that's as far as he'll 
commit himself . 

So what's caus ing all the st ir? 

It's Racquetball , probably the nation 's 
- and surely Chicagoland 's -
fastest-growing indoor sport . 

In just five years racquetball has 
replaced tennis as the Chicago area 's 
No. 1 racquet sport. 

Figures do not always tell the story in 
these debates because it isn 't easy to 
distinguish the serious players from 
those who pick up a racquet once or 
twice a year . 

But just for the record : CDT A president 
Pat Freebody says there are about 
100,000 Chicago land tenn is players 
who can be considered more than 
casual; Chuck Leve , United States 
Racquetball Association (USAA ) 
national director, says there are 
approximately 125,000 to 150,000 
here in his sport . 

Tennis definitely has the edge in local 
facilities, considering the number of 
places to play for free in park distri cts 
and schools. However, racquetball is 
getting close in the number of pr ivate 
clubs that have mushroomed in the city 
and suburbs. In addition, some tennis 
clubs have added racquetball court s to 
cash in on the popularity . 

Perhaps more significant than current 
numbers are projections for the futu, e. 

Tennis has leveled following a per ioc: of 
phenomenal growth both nationa lly 
and in Chicago . 

"I would be very surprised if some on9 
sa id it is not," Freebody sa id. 



"Everybody agreed it was bound to 
happen. Unt il thi s year , there didn 't 
seem to be any slackening. But '77 was 
the first year people began saying: 'Oh , 
oh, not everyon e's showing up for court 
time.'" 

Tennis exper ience d its greatest overal I 
growth from 1972 th rough 1975 - and 
possibly 1976. In the last nine years , it 
has gone from 8 million to 36 million 
participant s with the help of te levis ion, 
big tournament s, scholas tic 
compet ition , and pro circu its and 
leagues . 

"Tennis is still awful ly big , but it' s 
definitely at a plat eau ," said Campbell , 
COTA publicist and head man at River 
Trails Tennis Club. 

"Lessons were down this year 
throughout the Chicago area ," he 
added . " I think there are fewer part ially 
because those who haven 't chosen 
what they want to do m ight be go ing to 
racquetb all. " It's w inning a lot of 
converts among those look ing for a 
winter sport." 

In fact, racquetball is w inning converts 
so fast the association can barely keep 
count. 

"The tennis industry recognizes that 
racquetball is digg ing into its market, " 
Leve sa id. "We downp lay that almost 
to the po int of ignoring it bec ause we 
were helped by tennis. Tenn is made 
this country racquet consc ious over the 
last 10 years ." 

The USRA, the sport 's biggest and 
most influential organization , has been 
around since 1968 , when it held its firs t 
national tournament in Milwaukee. The 
private clubs have been on the scene 
here only since 1972 ; before that most 
of the action was on YMCA and colleg e 
courts. 

Nevertheless , the sport 's growth 
doubled every year from 1970 to 1973 . 
Two years ago a Nielsen survey 
showed there were 2.9 million players , 
and by the end of 1977 it is estimat ed 
there will be 6 million. 

"We're still in our big growth years in 
this area .. . and there are so many 

are as where it hasn't even begun ," 
said Leve . " It's for sure we haven't 
leve led off ." 

There are a number of reasons 
racquetba ll is bumping tennis as 
Chicagoland 's No. 1 racquet sport , 
while leaving handball and many 
othe rs in its wake . 

Judy Ca lvey , manage r of th~ Apple 
Co rps, an educat iona l materia ls sto re 
in Sko kie, probab ly sums it up best. "I 
took tenn is lessons and played once or 
twice a week for about a year, " she 
said . " I found you have to be very good 
at tenni s before you get anything out of 
it. 

" I think I'm getting a lot more exe_rcise 
play ing racquetball. It's such a simple 
game to get into , and it's easy to find 
people at your own level. I've 
conv erted a lot of my friends because 
they we re gett ing pretty discouraged 
w ith ten nis, too . 

" Your can rea lly play a vigorous game 
of racquetba ll without much 
experience . You get a lot m?re . 
exercise than you 'd get chasing tennis 
balls all over the court ." 

Most club managers and pros th ink 
racquetball's simplicity is what is so 
appealing to those tak ing up the sport . 

" It's so much quicker to learn ," s~id 
Warren Smith of The Right Club in 
Schaumburg . " We found that some 
simply couldn 't develop the neces sary 
skil ls for tennis , and when we put the_m 
in a racquetba ll progr an:i they lov~d 1~. 
They could play immediate ly. It ~1d~ t 
take th e time it takes to develop skills 1n 
tenn is. 

" You can te ll the sport is goin g to be a 
big success by the number of club s 
going up ." . 

There are 45 racquetb all c lubs in the 
Chic ago are a, according to Leve , and 
" about 1 0 to 15 o pened in the las t 
ye ar." 

In the case of Jeff Kaiser 's Lakeshore 
Racqu et Club in Chicago , it was a 
matter of addin g the co urts to an 
established tenni s facilit y. 

-------------~ -

"We'll be opening nine courts real soon 
in addition to our 10 already existing for 
tennis," he said . "We haven 't had to 
sell at all. We just put a few ads in the 
paper and on the radio for our 
racquetball, and we were afraid for a 
while we 'd have to turn people away. 
We haven 't opened our racquetball 
doors yet and already 2,000 will take 
adv antage of our introductory offer . 

"You can just fee l the intens ity in this 
sport . It's like tennis was five years ago. 
I origina lly predicted a couple of years 
ago I thought the sport wou ldn 't make 
it. Boy , was I wrong ." 

Most of those who come to racquetball 
from tennis are beginners . " I'm sure 
those who 've invested a lot of time and 
money in tenn is aren 't about to switch, " 
explained Turk Glazebrook , pro at ~he 
Court of the Phoen ix, a new club being 
resurrected from an old warehouse 
near De Pau l Univers ity . 

"The game can sell itself to people _from 
any background ," Glazebrook ~aid . 
"I t's good enough to stand on its own 
feet. " 

Racquetball , which has little going for it 
like tennis in the way of junior 
programs , gets most of its s~re~gth 
from young adu lts interest~~ in fitness, 
competition, and the amenities offered 
in many new clubs such as coed 
sundecks , wh irlpools , saunas , 
restaurants , cockta il lounges, and 
plush locker facil ities . 

" In the end , the sport just seems _ to 
ep itomize the American way of doing 
things ," said Leve . " It's hard and fa~t, 
and then you move on to the next thing 
you want to do that way . 

" Racquetball has taken a lot of the best 
as pects of other racquet sports without 
their limit ations . Once you start 
p laying , all the good exercise and 
emot ion al re lease you want occur s 
with in an hour compar ed to the four 
hour s of golf or who knows how much 
tim e at tenn is . 

"You 're right back on the job in no 
time ." • 
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Bledsoe, Wright Sign With Wilson 
Wilson Sporting Goods Co . 
is pleased to announce that 
Davey Bledsoe and Shan ­
non Wright have joined the 
Wilson racquetball advisory 
staff. Bledsoe is currently the 
1977 NRC Men ' s Sing les 
champion and Wright is 
1977 Women' s professiona l 
champion . 

Bledsoe , on the signing of his 
contract with Wilson, said " I 
am pleased to be associated 
with Wilson, the number one 
sporting goods manufac ­
turer . I feel Wilson 's entry 
into the fastest-growing sport 
in America is an indication 
that racquetball will soon 
reach a lev el of nationa l 
prominence. '' 

Ken Harkness , general man ­
ager of Wilson Racquet 
Sports , said "Wilson is par­
ticularly pleased to have the 
two number one singles 
champions on its staff." 

Ken Harkness, left, and 
Davey Bledsoe 
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USHA Amat eur Prize Money Limit Raised to $1,000 
The U.S. Racquetball Asso ­
ciation has announced that 
effective immediately, the 
maximum amount of prize 
money that can be earned by 
a player and still allow that 
player to retain his or her 
amateur standing is $1,000 . 

The USRA only recognizes 
prize money earned at tour­
naments sanctioned by the 
Nationa l Racquetball Cl ub 
(NRC} . Currently the only 
pro tournaments with the 
NRC sanction are included 
on the Colgate -Seamco­
Leach pro tour . 

Man of the Yea r Awa rd 
Goes to Rac qu e tball Cham p 
Jim DiVito , who directed 
Chicago's first prof essional 
racquetball tournament in 
1974 , was honored recen tly 
at a dinner naming him Dun ­
can YMCA's Man of the 
Year. 

DiVito, park supervisor for 
the .Chicago Park Di strict, 
was commended for promo t­
ing sports in Park Di strict 
program s. He has encour ­
aged men and wom en of all 

A story in th e 
Novembe r 
Glamour 

ages to play handball and 
racquetball in Park Di strict 
facilities . 

DiVito w o n the 1975 and 
1976 Il linois State Masters 
(45 and over) and USRA Na­
tional Golden Mast ers (55 
and over} doub les champi­
onships with Sam Rizzio. Di ­
Vi to wa s nation al sing les 
champion in the Golden 
Masters in 1975 and second 
place winner in 1976 . 

The USRA feels that with the "We feel the $1,000 limit will 
prize money awar ded on that be a good rule," said USRA 
tour being doub le this season spokesman Teny Fancher . 
over last, that many "Once a p laye r wins mo re 
amateurs are winning small than that, he or she must be 
amounts of prize money that designated a professional 
could have made them and will thereby be ineligible 
" pros " using the $500 rule as for USRA euents fo r one 
in the past. year." 

YOOHOO Spells 
Victory in Ft . Lauderda le 
" Yoohoo " is the victory cry 
of a group of men and 
women p laying at Ft. 
Lauderdale 's Supreme 
Court Sports Center . The 
players began using the call 
whenever they scored a 
point or a v ictory and soon it 
became traditiona l for the 
loser to buy a "Yoohoo" 
choco late drink for the win­
ner of a match . 

That informal endorsement 
of the beverage led the local 
Yoohoo bottling company to 
sponsor a group of Supreme 
Court players at tournaments 
in nearby towns . Dressed in 
yellow and blue T -shirts im­
printed with the Yoohoo 
trademark and quaffing a 
case of the drink, the Su­
preme Co urt team has been 
piling up victories and ex ­
pects more wins in 1978 . 

is molded to the foo t . design ed for qui ck mov ements. 
re inforced wh ere necessary , light[, comfor tab le. 

allows the foo t to ro ll dnd giv es a true grip . 

RICK 

Chicago TV 's Channel 7 
newsr eporter, Ro se m ari e 
Gulley , was one of more than 
700 peo ple who wrote Lo 
U.S. Racq uetb all A ssociation 
asking for an officia l rul e 
book after a story app eared 
in the November issue of 
Glamour magazine. Th e arti ­
cle, calling racquetball "o ne 
of the latest addition s to th e 
racquet spo rt s fami ly -
growing in popularity 
throughout the country ," in ­
formed G/amou r read ers that 
a third of th e fiv e mi llion 
players are women and ex ­
plain ed the basics o f th e 
game . Glamour is one of 
many nation al pub lications 
- including Tim e, Horizon 
and Sports lllustrated - that 
have given editorial coverage 
to Racqu etball. You owe it to your feet 

Patr ick A thl etic Shoe Compa ny. 45 E. 30t h St. . N .Y .. N .Y. I 00 16 2 12- 686-805 2 



These Frames 
Blend with the 
walls not 
the ball 

Primarily designed for court 
sports participants who wear 
glasses, Pro -tee is practical 
for the ath lete in any sport 
that endangers a players ' 
upper face area, whether or 
not glasses are worn . Pro -tee 
feature s an extruded snap on 
rubber pads and an adjusta­
ble comfort band . 

Weighing five ounces the 
frame color contrasts with the 
ball , but blends with walls, 
and provides better periph­
eral vision than eyeglass 
frame s. 

Playing the 
Wedding 
Match 
Off to a traditional start min­
utes after the marriage cere­
mony Mack Hathaway beat 
his bride, Sue , in the match 
following their June wedding 
at the Dayton (OH) Court 
House. Miamisburg Mayor 
Robert Mears officiated. 
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Racquetball Puzzle 
by Gordon Gallagher 

Gordon is a 16-year-old 
player who works at the 
Evanston (JI) Court Club 
after schoo l and on 
weekends . 

The Rules: Find the words in the puzzle going 
in any direction (horizontal , vertical or diagonal) 
forwards or backwards . Circle them as you find 
them and find as many as you can . 

0 R P B A C K H A N D S B A L 

CRNEGABRAGRDKOO 
CKOREHCNAF I CN B 

R I V T U O L L O R V G F E P 
0 L I P A S S I H G E R S H 
TLCJSEEDEDSHORT 

C S E S N O S S E L E E T H F 

HH LECHERKRCUOO 

BOYOCCMARSUANGR 

A T O H S G N I L I E C O A E 
LYNCHNOTOHPKDNH 

L L A B T E U Q C A R N N F A 
AMLTOHSHCNIPA N 

BSMAILLIWHPLOND 

Z S L L A W E E R H T O R E S 

EXTRA: 

Find the pro 's 

GOOD LUCK!! 

The Words 

Ace 
Backhands 
Ceiling shot 
Crotch ball 
Oink 
Donut 
Drive serve 
Forehands 
Garbage (serve) 
Kill shot 
Le ssons 
Lob (serve ) 
Long 
Novice 
N .R.C . 
Pain 
Pass (shot ) 
Photon 
Pro 
Racquetball 
Rollout 
Seeded 
Short 
Skip 
Thre e wa lls 
U.S.R.A. 
Z ball 
Pinch shot 

Hogan • Hilecher • Williams • Lynch • Fancher • Rish • McCoy • Serot 



winning racqaalball 

Arthur Shay 
with Chuck Leve 

ehen sive illustrated 
A compr _ how to adva nce 

gu ide, showin~ Ing compet itor 
from beginner to w,nn 

~ 

Foreword by Robert W. Kendler, President, United States 
Racquetball Association 

Arthur Shay with Chuck Leve 

Winning Racquetball is in tended for 
beg inning players seeking shortcuts to 
racquetball competence as well as those 
who have achieved the competence re­
quired to enter local club tournaments 
and last at least a round or two . 

Bu i ld ing on the basics , Shay and Leve 
cover such areas as the mental attitudes 
required to win tournaments; how to get 
int o supershape for racquetball ; how to 
use your limitations (fa ti gue , for examp le) 
as advantages ; and how to play aga inst 
someone who is trying to out-psych you . 
There are winning suggestions for every 
departmP.nt of play. 

Proven racquetball winners, such as 
Steve Keeley , Steve Serot , Sue Carow , 
Kathy Williams, Charlie Brumfield, Bill 
Schmidtke , Ron Rubenste in, and racquet­
ball's 19 -year-old superstar Marty Hogan , 
are photographed in action and quoted 
throughout to illustrate the points made 
in the text. 

Winning Racquetball will lead the 
racquetbal l enthusiast to the level of com­
petence and beyond into tournament 
excellence . 
Arthur Shay Is a former Life and Time 
writer and Sports Illustr ated photograph er . 
He is the author -photographer of thirty ­
on e book s. Chuck Leve is the author of 
In side Racquetball and the Nation al Direc ­
tor and editor of National Racquetball 
magazin e, the official public ation of the 
Unit ed States Racquetball Assoc iation and 
th e National Racquetb all Club , Inc . 

-----------------------------------------------------
Please send me __ _ copy(ies) of WINNING RACQUETBALL at $4.95 each plus 
50C postage and handling for each book order ed . Illinois residents kindly add 5% 
sales tax; California residents please add 6% sales tax . NO CASH OR C.O .D.'s 
accepted - please send check . 

NAME _ __ _ __ __ _ _ ________ __ __ _ ___ _ 

ADDRESS ____ _ ___ ____ _ _____ ___ _ __ _ 

CITY _ ___ _ _ ___ ___ STATE ______ __ ...,_IP ____ _ 

Henry Regnery Company Publishers 180 Norlh Michigan Avenue.Chicago, lll1no1s 6060 1 



Largest (LEGAL SIZE) 

L ightest(235 

Less 
GRAMS) 

LARGEST . Ajay introduces the new SPOILER w ith the 
largest hitting area allowab le by racquetball regulations , yet 
is l ighter than most convent ional racquets . The SPOILER 
is made of specially formulated heat treated aluminum 
extrusion and weighs only 265 grams. 

LIGHTEST. The Ajay VENDETTA weighs on ly 235 grams , 
but st ill retains the playing and durability characteristics . 
Scientifically constructed of heat treated al um in um 
with a specially designed nylon throat piece , perforated 
cowhide grip , and tournament nylon strings . 

LESS. Ajay's complete lin e of seven distinct models 
are competitively priced and offer exceptional values at 
suggested retail pri ces , from $10 to $35 . 

In addition to this powerful l ine of racquets , Ajay also 
offers a complete lin e of racquetball accessor ies , Seamco 
balls , the #55 8, #559, and the new I.R.A. approved # 444. 

Thinking Racquetball? Think Ajay . Call your Ajay representative 
or call Ajay Sports , Delavan, Wisconsin toll free : 800-558-3276. 

©AJ AY 1977 



How lo find invesl111enl security 
ina racque ball court. 

Protec t yourse lf . Do n't invest 
in racqu etba ll construction 
whi ch ma y cost less today but 
whi ch falls apar t m a year or 
so Talk to us. We pro vide com­
pl ete consul tation services, 
answe r all your que stions and 
help you pla n your invest­
ment so you and you r pa r tners 

k now what's going on and 
what to exp ec t every step o f 
the way. 

Best o f all, Bauer Frampton 
offers the world's premier court 
sys tem, buil t with famous 
Frampton F-62-SP court pane ls 
and nationally recognized 
SkillCourtfl oo rs BauerFrampton 

also p rov ides ceiling and to tal 
lighting and g lass capabili ty 
You can find investmen t security 
and high profit retu rn from 
your racq uetball courts when 
you let Bauer Fr ampt on 
bwld your courts and help p lan 
your pr oiect Call or wnte 
for complete information 

J Bauer Corpo ral ion • 10807 Ly ndon Avenue · Ddrc u. M1ch1q n -18238 • (313) 935 3400 



Referee Chuck Leve keeps Brum and Hogan 
loose with pre-match chatter while checking 

game balls . 

Hogan lines up a back wall plum in the finals . 

Photos of the New Yori< pro tournament #2 
by Arthur Shay . 
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Tournament Results 

nt 

Marty ogan on the our's second . op, 
as usual, xcept this time he wa­
of a clown than a champio a· 
"forced" to three games · w: e. 

Marty Hogan is a lot like Muhammed 
Ali, - you never know when he's 
ser ious, when he's fooling around or 
when he's in trouble. 

At the season's second stop on the 
Colgate Pro Tour, held in Westbury, 
NY., a stone's throw away from the Big 
City, Hogan again topped the ladder, 
stopping arch-r ival Charlie Brumfie ld in 
the finals. 

But this win was different from many of 
his past wins - Hogan had to work for 
this one. He was forced to three games 
in the quarter-fina ls and semi-finals by 
Craig McCoy and Jerry Hilecher . In the 
finals, Hogan topped Brum 21-14 , 
21-19, in a match that could eas ily have 
gone three . 

"No way," said Hogan. "I had a plane 
to catch." Such flippance is standard 
procedure for the brash, 19-year-old 
kingpin of racquetball. He's the best, he 
knows it and he literally dares anybody 
to stop him. 

The difference between Hogan, and 
his female counterpart, the 
distingu ished and humb le champion 
Peggy Steding, is like night and day. 
Steding almost apologizes for winning, 
which she did again in New York. 
Hogan never apologizes for anything. 

Aga inst Hilecher in the semi 's, Hogan 
played perhaps the best single game of 
racquetball a player can ever play. He 
was so dominating, so perfect with his 
execution, that the able Hi lecher could 
barely dent the scoreboard 21-3. 

And then in a display that showed less 
class than a B grade hooker , Hogan 
played with the intensity of a clown, 
giving no effort and mak ing a mockery 
of the second game , which he lost 
21-20. 

In the tie-breaker Hogan the Hooligan 
turned it on again, stopping Hilscher 
11-1. 

" You're a (blank)," said Hilecher, who 
hails from the same St. Louis area, and 
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has known Marty for years. " You may 
be the best player, but you 're by far the 
lowest person." 

Identical was Hogan's day earlier win 
over McCoy, who played a tough first 
game and lost 21-14. Hogan acted like 
a buffoon in the second, which McCoy 
won easily 21-14, much to the delight of 
the fans. But Marty came back to take 
the tie-breaker 11-6. 

"If this joker is the best racquetball has 
to offer," said a first time viewer in the 
gallery, "then they've got a long way to 
go . I'd never bring my kids to see that 
jerk." 

Hogan's antics aside, it was a super 
tournament, co-sponsored by Leach 
and Seamco, with $15,000 in total prize 
money . And despite the showmanship 
Hogan cashed in a $4,000 first place 
check for his weekend's work. 

Brumfield, who made it two trips to the 
finals in a row this season, was a good 
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match for Hogan. The wily veteran still 
knows how to think his way much 
farther than his shots will take him . 

But Hogan's shots are too much . 
Taking an early 8-4 lead, Brumfield 
was caught by Hogan at 11 and before 
one could barely look up, it was 17-11 
Hogan. To note how well this kid can 
play, in the six point inning that tallied 
the points Brumfield did not commit a 
single error. 

A pass right, two backhand kills, a 
forehand kill into the right corner , an 
ace to the right and another backhand 
kill made up the flurry . 

Brumfield made up two for 17-13, but 
Hogan balanced them with two of his 
own and won going away, 2 1-14. 

"I called a time out at 17-13," said 



The familiar pos e, r .b. 's numb er one ready to 
unleash his p owe r. 

Brumfield, "to let him know that I could 
come back , that I wasn 't out of it. It 
didn 't do a bit of good ." 

Game two was give-and -take 
throughout, with Brumfield shooting 
more and hitting harder than anybody 
could recently recall. The result was 
more pressure on Hogan , but a few 
more errors than usual by Brum . 

The two were tied at 9, 11 , and 13 
before Charlie was able spring to a 
17-15 lead on two passes, one a cross 
court drive right , the other a down the 
line, left. Hogan put him out and, 
perhaps with his eye on the clock 
proceeded to run five straight and take 
the game away . 

Point 16 was a pass right , 17 came on a 
Brumfield skip off the back wall with his 
backhand, 18 a forehand right corner 
kill, 19 another Brum backhand , back 
wall error and 20 a perfect V pass to the 
left. 

Brumfield finally regained serve but 
could not score and on the first try , 
Hogan notched match po int pass ing 
Brum perfectly down the right line on an 
off-the-back wall set up . 

It seems that Hogan delights in turning 
it on and off , raising expectation of foes 
and fans, and then coming back with 
the ferocity of an animal with his back to 
the wall. Such was the case aga inst 
Hilecher in the semi 's. 

Jerry is one of the few players who can 
cause consternation in Hogan 's mind . 
With a booming serve and reputation 
for "getting hot ," Hilecher , when he's 
on, can beat them all. Thus Hogan 
usually goes in playing hard from the 
start against his home town rival. 

Serving first Hogan tallied four times 
right out of the blocks , lost and 
regained, serve and scored twice more 
for a 6-0 lead . Again he lost and 
regained the serve without losing a 

point , and in this th ird inn ing , he scored 
five more for a commanding 11-0 
advantage before the first drop of 
sweat dripp ed ont o the hardwood 
court . 

Somewhere in there an Hile cher time 
out went unnoti ced . Th e play was all 
Marty - wit h only one Hileche r error 
giving any aid at all, and that one ca me 
on point 10. 

Playing hard Hilecher held Hogan five 
times on 11, but was able to manage 
only two points of his own. Like the kid 
holding back the dike Hogan 
unleashed a flurry of kills that brought 
him an easy 21-3 victory. 

Do the fans come to see Hogan's 
superlative play or his shallow 
shenanigans? He gave them plenty of 
both in game two . 
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Bledsoe awaits back wall set up as Brumf ield 
prepares to cover . 

Starting quickly again he raced to a 
12-5 lead from a 6-4 advantage , with 
marvelous shotmaking , super serves 
and general total racquetball 
excellence . 

In the face of overwhelming odds 
Hilecher came back, notching some of 
his own deep court kill ing along with 
some key Hogan errors making it 
10-13. 

Marty re-grouped and made it 17-11 
and the match seemed over . But when 
Jerry regained the serve , the 
showboating began, as Hogan 
seemingly closed his eyes as if to say, 
"this is my day , I am invincible ," and 
proceeded to hit three straight into the 
floor. 

As they say a blind hog finds an acorn 
once in a while, and Hogan found his 
with a key, overhead 39 foot kill to take 
a 20-15 lead . 

Amid his climbing the walls , mock 
anger, blasting the ball between rallies , 
and total obnoxiousness Hogan 
continued to make a mockery of the 
game . Showing an obvious lack of 
concern as to whether his shots went in 
or not, he continued to shoot every ball , 
like a would -be slugger taking batting 
practice . 

Hilecher continued to serve and reap 
the benefits. When it reached 19-20, 
Jerry slipped in a perfect Z serve to the 
forehand side for an ace and 20-all, 
whereupon he called time out, a bit of 
psychology of his own . 

Once back in Jerry drove another serve 
to Hogan 's touted forehand , and Marty 
obliged by shooting - and missing -
again. Second game to Hi lecher 21-20 . 

As racquetball sage's know anyth ing 
can happen in the tiebreaker . All of 
anything, in this case, was all Hogan, 
who made believers of any who might 
have cared, and proved that he can 
turn it on and off at will. 
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Marty tallied on four straight kill shots to 
take a 4-0 lead in the first inning , forcing 
Hilecher to a strategic time out. When 
play resumed, so too did Hogan , 
spicing it up with two aces after an 
Hilecher error for a 7-0 advantage. 

Jerry tried to come back , scoring on a 
pass right, but before he could even 
begin to climb the mountain , Hogan put 
him out and scored three more to take 
the insurmountable 10-1 lead . 

Moments later Hilecher, more in 
frustration than common sense, shot 
the serve, a gorgeous kill shot , except 
that it travelled only 37 feet, making it a 
skip ball error and the match point for 
Hogan. 

The upper bracket semi-final was 
equally as exciting in a very different 
sort of way, as former champ Brumfield 
went up against current national 
champ, Davey Bledsoe, who had 
emerged from the most difficult of any 
of the top four , stopping Ben Koltun in 
the 16's and Steve Serot in the 
quarter-finals . 

It was a well played and good match , 
with Brumfield coming out on top 
21-19, 21-17. Each game was 
different, as Brum hung on to win the 
first, and came from behind to capture 
the second. 

After being down 9-5 in the first . 
Brumfield ran nine of the next 10 points 

to take a 14-1 O lead , scoring almost 
exclus ive ly on passes or Bledsoe 
errors. Charlie increased the lead to 
19-13, but had seen the I ast Bledsoe 
error . 

Serving well and shooting better Davey 
began to run a few and Brumfield had 
to earn this game , finally doing so after 
Bledsoe closed to w ithin one at 19-20. 

But Brumfield took a forehand off the 
back wall and drove a wide ang le 
pinch, right wall -front wall for the game 
winning kill . 

Bledsoe broke open a close second 
game to emerge a 15-9 leader 
mid-way , but his own errors caught up 
with him late . Brumfield made it 14-15, 
thanks to two freebie skips , and after 
three scoreless innings took the lead 
17-16 and then 20-16, thanks to three 
more Bledsoe errors. 

The 21st point was delayed 90 
seconds by three consecutive Bledsoe 
time outs which amounted to either 
superb psychological warfare or silly 
kid's stuff , depending on your point of 
view. In any event three shots into the 
rally, Brumfield struck a perfect cross 
court pass from the left wall with his 
forehand and the match was over. 

Hogan was up to his usual games in the 
quarters as McCoy went down to Marty 
for the second consecutive 
tournament. This time the scores 



Always the most fun , - gett ing the mone y. As 
Hogan and Brumf ield accept congrads from 
~luo owner Abe Shames , the other V.l.P. ·s 
include ( to r.) owner /manager Tony 
Boccacc10, Seamco 's Don McAuliffe, Marv 
Konow,tz and Dick Bend in ; and (/arr .) Leach 's 
Charlie Drake. 

where much closer than a month 
previous, as Craig forced Hogan to 
three 21-14, 10-21 , 11-6. 

Of the top eight McCoy seems to be the 
ripest to move up a notch, and nothing 
he did against Hog an proved 
otherwise. 

"I ~earn more every time I play him ," 
said McCoy, who by N.R.C. rules 
cannot meet Hogan in the next 
tournament, except in the semi-finals 
or finals. "I'll jot down some of the 
things that happen ed and figure out 
how to combat them next time 
around." 

What happened is that Hogan just had 
a bit too much firepower for McCoy, 
whose rapid improvement has him 
ranked fifth on tour . 

Hilecher, also in an upper bracket 
quarter, was having his hand s full with 
Steve Keeley, who continues his 
methodical revitalization back to the 
top eight. 

Aft~r an easy 21-7 first game win, in 
which Jerry 's big se rve was as big as 
ever, Keeley came back to make a 
match of it in the seco nd. 

Notes . .. 
With the N.R.C.'s new system of drawing , many 
interesting and difficul t matches come ear ly. 
Recip ients of such hard luck included Strom, 
Chase and Mike Zeilman, who has yet to show 
the form that made him a strong force on tour for 
four years . MI1<e succumbed to Sero! in the first 
round 21-18, 21-7 ... Bledsoe had as tough a 
draw as a number two player could, going up 
aga inst Koltun , Sero! and Brumfield . Neither of 
the first two were easy and had to take the edge 
off Davey 's game ... One of last year"s promis ing 
rookies , Charlie Rish, is another who 's game has 
yet to come around , as he dropped a 
disappo inting dec ision to Jones 21-11, 21-14 in 
the 32 's . . . Our thanks to owners Abe Shames 

There were ties at 7, 8, 11 and 15 as 
each player scramb led for points . 
Further ties at 18 and 19 left the game 
in doubt until Hilecher noticed his final 
ace of the night, a drive serve that 
caught the crack behind the short line 
left. That made it 20-19 and 21 came 
moments later on a perfect pass left for 
the match . 

In the lower bracket Jay Jones faced 
Brumfield and could give Charlie only 
one good game - the first - and even 
that was more show than action as 
Brumfield held a 19-10 advantage at 
one time . 

The final tallies were 21-17, 21-3, as 
Brumfield tuned up for later effort s. 

The fourth quarter was a re-match of 
Milwaukee pitting Serot against 
Bledsoe, in the most ent ertaining 
match of the round . Bled soe came out 
on top , even ing the year 's score 
between the two , but it tool< a great 
effort 21-12, 20-2 1, 11-2. 

Davey ran sev en poin ts in the 15th 
inning to mak e a 13- 12 lead into a 
20-12 lead and sea l the first game, and 
when trailing 20-17 in the seco nd he 

and Tony Boccaccio of the Health 'n Sports 
Racquetball Club, our able host, who provided 
the best hospitality seen around tournaments in a 
long wh ile .. . Great assistance from Barry 
Shames who took it upon himself to referee as 
many matches as one could during the weekend 
. .. Also to Paul Lazure, Ron York, Phil Stepp, 
Fred White, Tom Flannery, Jim Pruitt, Peter 
Hawks and Al Sietleman for their aid during the 
week ... Pruitt will be hosting a women's only pro 
tour stop later in the season at his new club just 
outside of Philadelphia .... Amateur winners 
included Gary Berberet in the Men's A, and Dena 
Rassent i in the Women 's A. 

made a run at the match , only to come 
up short on a reversed appeal by the 
two linesmen. 

The tie-breaker held none of the 
excitement of the flashy second game, 
as Bledsoe's passing shots continually 
got by Serot early, and backhand 
errors late sealed the match. 

None of the quarter-finalists needed 
three games to emerge out of the round 
of 16, as none of the matches came 
near to being upset material. 

Better action was found in the round of 
32, as hungry qualifiers continue to 
make life miserable for the top 16. 

McCoy stoppe d Ron Strom 21-20, 
21-19 in a duel of southpaws and Jerry 
Zuckerman stopped Steve Chase 
21-15, 21-20 for his first entry into the 
16's . 

Disappo intments continue to inc lude 
Richard Wagner, whose ranking 
slipped another few notches after a 
round of 16 loss to Keeley, and John 
Lynch , who was expected to make a 
big move this season, but has barely 
been competitive. 

Wagner lost most of the summe r past 
attempt ing to change his smooth 
stroke to power and finally gave it up, 
but the time lost still needs to be made 
up. Lynch, earn ing more money away 
from the tour , is on the verge of 
retirement. 

Men Results (Ouollf lers) : L.ozure. Mond ry. Yori.. SIepp. 
Ber1olucc,. S1ophens. Hemphill . Danz,g 

(Firs t Round ): Hogan d Lazure 2 1- 16. 21-4, YeUcn d Mondry 
2 1- 18. 20-21 . 11·9. Fleolwoodd Be,bcrot21 ·20. 2 1· 10. McCo y 
d S1rom 2 1·20 2 1· 19. Wagnor d York 21 ·3. 21·9. Keeley d. 
SioHord 21·10. 2 1•7. Schm1dlko d Fancher 2 1· 16. 2 1•17. 
H lecher d Stopp21-8. 2 1•7. B<umhold d Ber1oluc:c121-1. 2 1·2. 
Lynch d Stephens 21- 12. 2 1-2. Jones d Rosh 21-1 1. 2 1-14. 
Mo11ow d Hcmph I1121·3. 2 1-10. so ,01 d Ze, tman 2 1-18. 2 1-7. 
Zucke rmon d Chaso 2 1· 15. 2 1·20. Koltun d Droke 2 1·6. 2 1·5 . 
B'odsoo d Oanz,g 21·1. 21-1. 
(Seco nd Roun d): Hogon d Yoffen 2 1- 17. 2 1•15. McCoy d 
Flco lwood 21• 17, 2 1- 11. Keeley d Wagnor 21· 16. 21- 1• . 
H,:echcr d Schmrdtke 2 1-16. 2 1 ·8 . B<umhetd d Lynch 2 1 • 1 o. 
2 1·2. Jones d Mo11ow 21•17 . 2 1•17. Scrol d Zuckerman 2 1· 16 
2 1-8. Bledsoe d Ko~un 21- 1-1. 21-15 

(Ounrter -flnols) : Hogon d. McCoy 21- 1• . 10-2 1. 11·6 . H•'ccher 
d Kc oloy 2 1•7. 2 1· 19. B,umfieldd Jones 21- 11. 2 1·3. Bledsoe d 
Soro121·12 . 20·2 1. 11•2 
(Sem l- l ino ls ): Hogan d H,lcchor 21·3. 20·21. 11- 1. 8 1umheld d 
Blodsoo 2 1- 19, 21-17 

(Flnols): Hogon d Brum hold 2 1· 1•1. 2 1· 19 

-



Women Pro (Oualillera) : Ingle , Greer. Pom merich , Davis. 

(First Round) : Stedmg d . Ingle 21- 1, 2 1 ·2 : Pasternak d. Wa lton 
21 -19, 2 1- 16 : Carowd Sause r 21- 16, 21-4 ,Greend . Byrd21 · 16, 
2 1- 12 , H ard1ngd . Schmi dt 2 1-14, 21- 14 , Holld . Greer 9-18, injury 
de fault , W1IJ1ams d. Pommench 2 1-10 . 2 1- 14 , Mamon d Davis 
21 -5 , 21-2. 

(Quarter-finals) : Stod 1ng d. Pasternak 2 1 · 10 , 21-16 : Green d. 
Carow21 · 19, 14•21 , 11-4 : Hard ongd Ho ll 21-14 ,2 1-7 .Marroottd . 
w1111ams 2 1-3 , 13-21, 11-• . 

(SemHlnal s): Stedongd . Green 21 - 1 t , 2t - 16 ,Marroottd . Harding 
19-2 1, 2 1·5, 11-6 , 

(Finals) : Stod 1ng d . Mamon 2 1-18, 19-2 1, t 1·9. 
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With National Champ Shannon Wright 
absent former champ Peggy Steding · 
grabbed her second straight tour win. 

In a tournament that reflected the 
increasing parity on the women 's pro 
tour, only the victory by Peggy Sted ing 
gave much resemblance to recent 
seasons . Of the final seven matches in 
the tournament four were decided by 
tie-breakers , including the 
championship encounter . 

That final was a match to behold as a 
rejuvenated Janell Marriott gave her all 
against Steding only to come up just a 
bit short 21-18

1 
19-21 , 11-9 . 

It was a disappointing loss for Marr iott , 
who has struggled in her quarter and 
semi-finals wins just to reach the big 
one with Sted ing . Jane ll had bested 
good friend Kathy Williams 21-3, 
13-21, 11-4 and then Jenny Harding 
19-21, 21-5 , 11-6 to rate a shot at the 
eventual champ. 

Marr iott tried to capture the first game 
the hard way, falling beh ind 15-9 after a 
7-all tie, then 17-10 and 20-11 . A 
forehand re-kill got her the serve and 



Steding readies for a forehand back wall 
attempt again st Green in the semi's . 

two kills, an error and a V-pass made it 
15-20. When Peggy regained the 
serve, she couldn 't score and Janell 
went for more. 

A forehand kill into the left corner made 
it 16-20 and after a Steding error on a Z 
serve to the backhand it was 17-20 . 

But again Peg couldn 't score the big 
one and Janell came back with an ace 
to the crack at the backhand short line 
for 18-20, only to have Steding fly kill a 
backhand and put the side out. 

Finally on her fourth attempt , Steding 
took the game with a forehand cross 
court kill, 21-18 . 

Down 3-10 in the second game 
Marriott again came back, rallying for 
six points, all of her own making -
three kills and three passes . Shortly 
thereafter she tied it with a backhand , 
left corner ki II. 

From there the two ladies traded 
points, six exchanges at 10-all , and ties 
at 12, 14 and 15. Finally Janell put 
some daylight between them with four 
quick points to 19-15, only to have 
Steding re-group and come storming 
back with two kills and two passes for a 
19-all tie. 

A crucial error trying to fly shoot a Z 
serve to her backhand cost Steding the 
20th point, and 21 came moments later 
on a perfect ace by Marriott - a Z to the 
forehand, 21-19 . 

In the tie-breaker Steding broke a 4-all 
deadlock with three points in the third 
inning, but Marriott came back with 
three of her own over two innings and a 
7-all tie. There they stayed for two 
times each, until Steding re-killed a 
forehand and hit a winning pass down 
the left wall, followed by an ace drive 
serve to the right and 10-7. 

Marriott hung in, made it close with two 
winning shots to 9-1 o, but Steding 
finally brought home the big check with 
a forehand back wall kill off a ceiling 
shot, 11-9. 

The sem i-finals were a contrast , as 
Steding continued her domination over 
Sarah Green 21-11 , 21-16 in the upper 
bracket and Marriott struggled through 
Harding in the lower. 

Steding raced to an early 8-1 first game 
lead, one which Green could never 
make up, trailing throughout. The 
narrowe st the marg in ever got was 
15-11. 
The second game was far different as 
Green broke from a 7-all tie to run 
seven of her own and take a seeming ly 
commanding 14-7 advantage. But the 
crucial point of the match came next, 
one that took away all of Sarah's 
steam . 

Serving at 14-7 a rally ensued in which 
the play became congested in center 
court. No hinder was called on a slight 
contact play as Peggy rolled the ball 
out in the right corner. Green 
quest ioned the no-call, and Steding, 
rather than take a disputed point called 
for a re-play of the rally, even though 
the point was hers . 

The psychological effects were 
devastating on Green, as she never 
regained her momentum and watched 
Steding slowly erode her lead 9-14 and 
12-15. Then Peggy ended with a 
flourish running nine straight, three 
kills , three passes and three errors by 
Green to the 21-16 win . 
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Marriott prepares to blast away 
as Harding covers . 

Notes .. . 
Wright was absent due to illness and was 
expected back on tour in full force by 
mid-November . . . Flashy Karin Walton , who's 
first pro performance found her in Milwaukee . 
couldn 't repeat as Pasternak stopped her in the 
first round 21-19, 21-16 . Jan's game is steadily 
improving over last year 's disasterous season .. . 
Carow continues to relish the other gals taking 
her lightly, and one of these days will surprise 
one of the big ones . She stopped neighbor Jean 
Sauser 21 -16 , 21-4 1n the first round , a 
disappo inting loss for Jean . .. Sorry to see Marc i 

Pro Tour Upcoming Events 
January 11-15 
Gresham Court Club, Gresham , 
Oregon (Portland) , Men Pro Only. 

January 19-22 
Court Sports of Omaha , 
Omaha , Nebraska, 
Women Pro Only. 

February 15-19 
Arizona Athletic Club, Tempe , 
Arizona (Phoen ix). 

March 15-19 
San Antonio AB/HB Club II, 
San Antonio Texas 
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March 30-April 2 
King of Prussia Racquetball Club, 
King of Prussia, Pennsylvania 
(Philadelphia), Women Pro Only. 

April 5·9 
Aurora YMCA , Aurora, Illinois 
(Chicago), Men Pro Only. 

June 17-24 
Sports Illustrated Court Club, 
Belleville, Michigan (Detroit), 
National Championships . 

••••••••••••••• 

Greer, still in the amatur ranks but improving 
every1ime out, go out with a knee injury against 
Hoff in the first round . Marci held an 18-9 first 
game lead at the time of the injury, which was 
another in a series of chron ic knee ailments ... 
The Marr iott-Williams match was the first time 
the two had met in over three years . .. Player to 
watch as the season progresses is Gainesv ille, 
Florida 's Martha Byrd , whose speed and 
quickness needs only some conf idence to move 
her up. 

If anything derogatory can be said of 
the rapidly improving Harding, it could 
be her lack of sustained concentration, 
a fault shared by many of the top 
players. 

In the lower bracket semi-finals, 
Harding blew 13-3 and 15-5 leads 
against Marriott in game one , only to 
come back and take the game after an 
18-all tie, 21-18 . 

The game was like two halves - the 
first to Harding, the second to Marriott , 
with sudden death going to Harding . 

Not so in the second as Marriott 
jumped to an early 10-2 advantage and 
stayed there, extending to 14-5, then 
19-5 and finally out. 

Harding jumped out in front on the 
tie-breaker running five straight her first 
time in, using Z serves to the backhand 
to elicit weak returns. But again she 
couldn 't hold the advantage , as 
Marriott, using hard drives to the 
backhand scored six to take the 6-5 
lead. 

The momentum had swung and 
although Jenny held three times at 
10-5, finally Marriott scored the winner , 
a pass right cross court off a back wall 
set up for the 11-6 victory. 

Two of the four quarter-finals went 
three games, as Green fought off the 
dogged Sue Carow 21-19, 14-21 , 11-4 
and Marriott bested Williams 21-3 , 
13-21, 11-4 . 

The other two quarters were 
uneventful, as Steding stopped Jan 
Pasternak 1 0 and 16, and Hard ing 
eliminated Rita Hoff 14 and seven . • 



wood Floors. 
Give a lifetime of 

performance and 
wearability, because they 
are more than skin deep. 

Wood floors . .. unlike thin , synthetic type floors . .. 
are constructed of sufficient mass to control the 
transmission of cold and condensation from a con­
crete subfloor to the play ing surface . A most impo r­
tant construction consideration in the building of 
Racquetball/Handball Courts. 

Robbins , now offers a choice of four , hardwood 
maple floor systems. The superb construction of 
each of these floor systems make them less affected 
by variations in temperature and/or humidity ... 
resisting warping , twisting , exces sive swelling and 
shrinkage . Your assurance in having a wood floor 

LOCK-T ITE 

system that will last the "lifetime " of your courts, 
with a minimum of maintenance. 

For the player, Robbins wood floors give fast action 
.. . with uniform ball bounce as the ball comes off 
the floor without loss of energy. Furthermore, the 
high resiliency of Robbins wood floors reduces 
player fatigue . 

With Robbins, the name in hard maple floors, there 
is a choice ... Lock-Tite; Strip-Tite; Permacushion; 
Cincinnati Sectionals . For Complete details and 
specifications just write, or give us a call. 

High qu a lity steel channel s 
and c l ip fastening system to 
withsta nd the ex tr emes of 
moist ure and hum idity . 

STR IP-TITE · 
Combin atio n of clin c hing 

and h igh density hardwood 
g ives max imum hold down 

str ength . 

PERMACUSHION 
Th e hard mapl e floor system 
th a t flo ats on c ushio ned 
sl ee pers. Sh ock abso rb ing , 
eco nom ica l and versa tile . 

CINCINNATI SECTIONALS 
Prefa bri cated , ins tall ation Is 

acc ompli shed qu ick ly 
and eas ily . 

Manufacturer of nationally famous Precision Courts wall & ceiling systems for Racquetball/Handball Courts 

&~~­
Robbiiiillf/F 

3626 Round bo trom R oa d I Cincinn;ici, Ohio 4 52 44 
(513) 561 -5805 



Health 

Racquetball Pumps HDL 
Through Arteries 
And Improves Health 22 Other Ways 
by Thomas V. Pipes 

Thomas Pipes is a clinical exercise 
physiologist with the University of 
Southern California 's Human 
Performance Laboratory . He is also on 
the staff at the Courtyard of Escondido . 
He is a consultant on sports medicine 
for many professional athletes, 
including the touring racquetball pros . 

Editor's Note : Before gelling into a vigorous 
racquetball routine the Amer ican Heart 
Associat ion recommends a doctor 's check-up for 
men and women who think they're "r isks." The 
category includes people 30 to 40 years old , 
those who have been sedentary and those with a 
family history of heart disease . 
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Chronic and degenerat ive diseases 
associated with the cardiovascular and 
pulmonary systems are the major 
causes of serious illness and death in 
the United States . Card iovascular 
diseases alone affect nearly 25 million 
Americans , causing over one mi llion 
deaths each year and costing 
individua ls, private industry and 
government $30 billion annually . To 
reduce these devastating econom ic 
and human losses , comprehensive 
disease prevention and ear ly treatment 
programs are essent ial. 

Most individuals consider themse lves 
to be healthy until they experience 
some overt sign of illness. However 
with chron ic degenerat ive diseases 
(coronary heart disease , obstructive 
lung disease or cancer) the individual 
generally is unaware that the disease 
process is smolder ing and slowly 
progressing from a minor affliction to 
one of major proport ions. 

As each of us grows older the 
frequency and rate of these undetected 
disease processes accelerate. 
However we can identify certain 
recognizable individua l characteristics 
or risk factors frequently associated 
with chron ic degenerat ive diseases . 
These risk factors include obesity, 
smoking , physical inactivity , increased 
blood pressure , increased blood fat 
and abnormal electrocardiographic 
results at rest and under the stress of 
exercise . 

Fortunately early detect ion and proper 
treatment of many diseases can 
reduce their occurence and intens ity . 
Alteration of factors associated with the 
disease process or the individual's 
resistance to the disease can either 
prevent the development of disease or 
delay it for many years . These 
corrective measures include changes 
in dietary habits, increases in habitual 
activity, abstinence from cigarette 
smoking and improved ability to handle 
psychological stress. 

The Importance of 
Physical Activity 
Patterns of modern living have 
channeled the average man into an 
increasing ly sede ntary exist ence . 
Man , however was designed and built 
fo r movement , and it appears that 
physiologically he has not adapted wel l 
to this reduced leve l of activity. Regu lar 
exercise is necessary to develop and 
maintain an optimal level of good 
hea lth , performance and appearance . 
Exercise can increase an individua l's 
phys ical wo rk capac ity by increasing 
muscle strength and stamina . This 
enhances the funct ion of the lungs , 
hea rt and blood vesse ls. Exercise 
increases the flexib ility of jo ints and 
improves the efficiency or skill of 
movement. For many adults with 
sede ntary occupations , physical 
act ivity provides an out let for 
job-related tens ions or mental fatigue . 
It also aids in weight reduction and 
control , improves postu re, contr ibutes 
to a youthfu l appearance and 
increases general vitality . 

Racquetball and HDL 
Final ly we have some evidence that 
physical activities such as racquetball 
are truly benef icial in the preven tion of 
heart disease . A substance , high 
dens ity lipoprotein (HDL), has been 
found to increase in the blood with 
increased activity. Why is HDL 
important? HDL has been found to 
remove the fats that so to speak , " clog 
up your plumb ing. " Spec ifica lly HDL 
reduces the amount of fat stored in 
cornary arteries (vessels that supp ly 
blood and oxygen to the heart ). So 
phys ica l act ivity is the best way to lowe r 
the amounts of fat that can clog and 
eventually close the arteries . 

Active individuals have fewer heart 
attacks than their less active 
counterparts . Furthermore if an active 
individual does suffer an attack , it wi ll 
be less severe and his chances of 



suNival are greater. Appropriate 
activity will reduce the frequency and 
severity of heart attacks by improving 
the capacity and efficiency of the heart , 
blood vessels and lungs , as well as 
favorably altering blood chemistry , 
blood pressure and body weight. 

More than 50 percent of lower back 
pain or discomfort is due to poor 
muscle tone and f lexibility of the lower 
back and inadequate abdominal 
muscle tone . In many instances this 
disability could be prevented or 
corrected by proper exercise . And 
finally much of the degeneration of 
bodily functions and structures 
associated with premature aging 
seems to be reduced by frequent 
participation in a program of proper 
activity such as racquetball. 

Physiological Basis of 
Physical Activity 
An individually prescribed program of 
exercise designed to supplement the 
normal daily activities of most adults is 
essential for good health . There is a 
sound physiological basis for such a 
program. Inactivity results in reduced 
efficiency and function of the 
cardiovascular, respiratory and 
muscular systems, while increased 
physical activity, suc h as racquetball, 
improves the efficiency and 
performance of these systems . 
Prolonged or endurance types of 
activities suc h as racquetball , 
bicycling, swimming, jogging and 
tennis, have been demonstrated to do 
most for vital body systems. 

The physiological changes which 
generally occur as a result of increased 
activity are summarized here. The 
magnitude of change in each of these 
measurements is dependent on the 
types of activity pursued, the frequency 
and duration of play and the degree of 
effort put into the activity. 

-----------~-------------- -

Physiological Changes 
Resulting from Racquetball 
HEART 
Reduced Resting Heart Rate 
Reduced Heart Rate for Submaximal 
Work 
Increased Rate of Heart Rate 
Recovery after Playing 
Increased Blood Volume Pumped per 
Heart Beat (Stroke Vo lume) 
Increased Size of Heart Muscle 
(Hypertrophy) Non-Pathologic 
Increased Blood Supp ly to Heart 
Muscle 
Increased Strength of Contraction 

Blood Vessels and 
Blood Chemistry 
Reduced Resting Blood Pressure 
Reduced Risk of Hardening of Arteries 
(Arteriosclerosis) 
Reduced Serum Lipids, Cholesterol 
and Triglycerides 
Increased Blood Supply to Muscle s 
Increased Blood Volum e 
More Efficient Exchange of Oxygen 
and CO2 in Muscles 

Lungs 
Increased Functional Capacity for 
Playing 
Increased Blood Supply 
Increased Diffusion of Air 

Metabolic Function 
Reduced Body Fat Content 
Increased Muscl e Mass 
Reduced Strain Resulting from 
Psychological Stress 
Increased Max imal Oxygen Uptake 

Psychological Facto rs 
Improved Self Image 
Increased Personal Sati sfaction 
Improv ed Sense of Well Being 

General Guides to a 
Physical Activity Program 
When an inactive individual begins a 
physical activity program, there are 
several very basic and important 
factors which need to be considered . 
The following guides are included to 
assist you in maintaining a successful 
and enjoyable activity program . 
1. Go slow . Your fat and flab took 
years to accumulate and won 't 
disappear overnight. 
2 . Exercise intensely for at least 20 
minutes at a time . 
3. Exercise at least three times a 
week. 
4. Work at 60 to 75 percent of your 
maximum heart rate (your "presc ribed 
heart rate") for best conditioning 
results. To find yours consult your 
physician or take 220 and subtract yo~r 
age, then multiply it by .6: Check ~his 
rate every five minutes during your first 
few active games. 
5. Select a regular time for exercise 
and make it a part of your schedule. 
Early morning is preferred by most 
working people, but many favor before 
lunch or dinner. These times also serve 
as a good appetite suppr~ssor. . 
7 . Be cautious and skeptica l of rapid 
weight loss diets or effortless exercise 
claims . Fast weight reduction is seldom 
permanent and there's no way to get in 
shape without work . 
8. Warm up thoroughly before playing 
racquetball or any activity and cool off 
gradually afterward to avoid risk of 
serious injury such as a pulled 
hamstring . . 
9. Keep in tune with your body . Don t 
push yourself beyond comfortable 
limits, and don 't walk off the court at the 
first sign of perspiration. • 
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Letters 
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Dear Mr. Kendler : 

You may be aware that Radio Stat ion W-A-I-T 
salutes a man each day in recognit ion of his 
outst anding contribution to his commun ity in the 
field of human relat ions . 

We extend our congratu lations to you on being 
named reci pient of the " Human itar ian Award " by 
the Amer ican Jew ish Comm ittee , and we are 
pleased to inform you that you have been 
selected "Man of the Day " for Friday , Octob er 21 , 
1977 . We will publicly expres s the community's 
apprec iation by honoring you in a broadcast 
salute tw ice during that day - at appro ximately 
7:40 AM and 5 :10 PM . 

Frederi ck G. Harm 
General Manager , W-A -I-T, Chic ago 

Dear Chuck : 

I would like to compliment the N.R.C. on the ir 
se lect ion of a tremendou s tournament floor 
manager - Dan Bertolucc i. To find someone to 
take on th is respons ibility at any tournam ent is 
usually quite a task, but to find a person who can 
do it etticiently and pleasantly is truly a feat. 

It seems to me that he was there every day of the 
tournament from morning until night , leaving in 
the evening with the same smile he brought with 
him at the start of the day . He was always a 
pleasure to talk to , very helpful and at the same 
time really seemed to hav e thing s under contro l. 

I th ink people like Dan are the key to successful 
tournament s (especially since it's so ditt icult to 
turn him down when he asks you to referee!) . 

Good cho ice. 

Gentlemen : 

Dena Rassent i 
Montreal 

Being a racquetball player for on ly 14 month s, 
and work ing hard at this t ime to become a high 
B player at the age of 35, I'm proud of the 

N.R.A . and all it stands for . 

I accepted the invitation to the first pro open in 
West All is, Wiscons in, and was seated between 
Charlie Drake , and Joe Ardito . The Hilechers and 
Marty Hogan's mothe r were seated nearby . To 
be ab le to watch such greats as Hogan and 
Brumfield, Sted ing and Green in the finals and 
countless other stars throughout the four day 
tournament was a high light in my quest to 
become a highly regarded racquetball player . 

I want to thank the N.R.A. for read ing my note 
and accepting me as a subscriber . I'm looking 
forward to all pro tours . When ava ilable please 
send information on time and plac e of tours 
throughout the 77-78 season . 

Jerry lafollo 

See the November Issue for a complete 
tournament schedule . -ED . 

To Nick Longhurst : 

Just a note to thank you for the wonderful article 
on our Supreme Court-Van Nuys racquetball 
club. Both Wayne Rogers and I are especially 
apprec iative of the time and consideration you 
afforded us In preparing this outstanding feature . 

Hope to see you soon . 
Lewis N. Wolff 

Los Angeles , CA. 

Dear Carol : 

Almo st two months after Sandy Coffman 's 
sem inar of August 27 , we at Courtside 
Racque tball Clubs of Bettendorf, IA., and Mol ine, 
IL., have dec ided the $115 for a day of ideas was 
well invested . 

Sandy told it all I! And what a job th is profes sional 
person did ! Sandy not only passed along her 
creative ideas on promoting a successful 
women 's program, but she instilled in many of us 
a kind of enthus iasm that is necessary for 
maintaining an excellent program . We must 
remember , these are not "idea s" by themselve s 
- but ideas wh ich have been tried and tested 
within Sandy 's programs and have been 
SUCCESSFUL! Thank you Sandy Cottman ! 

Dear Bob : 

Judy Thompson 
Bettendorf , IA. 

If ever a man 's sp irit filled a room and shone mor e 
brightly than the highest intensity lamp, that 
phenomenon occurred last night in the Grand 
Ballroom of the Marriott Lincolnshire Resort . 

Even the videotape , a marvelously innovative 
idea for captur ing the sights and sounds of the 
even ing, will not record the prayerful , respect ful 
and adm iring mood of the near-capac ity 
audience . 

Bob , you r presence was felt in a way that could 
have been surpassed only if you had been there 
to walk among us , ottering that special kind of 
Kendler warmth and charm . 

Richard did his parents proud by the way he 
sought to fill the shoes of a giant. I think you will 
be pleased with the results . 

Your gra cious comments about Joel Hillman 
accurately described the central , indeed 
singular , con tribution he made to the undoubted 
succes s of the dinner . He was superb . 

Bob, it has been a rare privilege for me to be 
assoc iated , even if on ly for a brief time , with you 
and your fine fam ily. I hope you have an early and 
complete recovery . 

Dear Mr. Kend ler : 

Irving Rothman 
Ch icago , IL. 

A sma ll note to thank you for the interesting and 
enjoyable conversation . It will always be a 
memorable experience hav ing met a man who 
has done so much not on ly from his mind , but 
from his heart . Being honest and fa ir in all of your 
dealings is the same philosophy by which I was 
raised . 

I wish I could even part ially express how good it 
feels to meet someone who is so giving, 
expecting nothing in return but to accomplish his 
purpose . 

Susan C. Hollman 
Lake Oseego , OR. 



PLAY RAC UETBALL 
FOR THE HEALTH OF IT 

U.S. RACQUETBALL ASSN., 4101 DEMSTER ST., SKOKIE, ILL. 60076 

Now Available 
The bumper stickers you've been waiting for!!! 

$1 each; 3 for $2.50 
Or 1 free with each two new U.S.R.A. members you sign up. 

Send check or money order to: 
U.S.R.A., 4101 Dempster St., Skokie, IL 60076 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please fill in the appropriate spaces . .. 
Sirs : Enclosed is $ ____ to cover the cost 

of __ bumper stickers. Please send me D For the health and D Racquetballing. 

I have enclosed the check and names 
and addresses of two new members to 
U.S.R.A. Please send me free one of the 
bumper stickers marked above . 

Name _ ____________ _ 

Address ____________ _ 

City __ ___ State ___ Zip, __ _ 

l'D R 
RAC~.<J 

Here are the new members : 

Name __________ _ __ _ 

Address _________ ___ _ 

City _____ State ___ Zip _ _ _ 

Name _____________ _ 

Address _________ _ __ _ 

City ______ State ___ Zip. __ _ 

U.S. RACQUETBALL ASSN., 4101 DEMSTER ST., SKOKIE, ILL. 60076 



The 22nd Point 

Television 
Update: 
We Did It! 
I don't know about you, - but I thought 
it was fantastic . 

The first truly national broadcast of 
racquetball was shown by the Public 
Broadcasting System November 27, 
1977 . Many, many of you saw it, and I 
would hope you agree with me , that the 
show proved to the world that 
racquetball is a viable television 
commodity . 

There was action, excitement and skill. 
Emotion, humor , and drama was also 
depicted. Slow motion made the play 
even more beautiful , and the 
commentary done by Fred Lewis and 
Charlie Brumfield was superb . 

We at the USRNNRC are proud to 
have been able to bring this show to 
you. With only a dozen or so 
professional tour stops each season , 
television is the only med ium that can 
bring the top players to the racquetball 
masses. That was accomplished with 
the November 27 airing . 

Many long hours of hard work went into 
the show, as you can surely imagine. 
Our number one ally was Kent 
Johnson, from KOCE -TV Huntington 
Beach , California . Kent was the show's 
producer /director and the job he did 
was monumental. 

Initially Kent had to organize the show , 
make arrangements for taped 
interviews, set up the staff, choose 
what to shoot and what not to, 
coordinate all efforts and then finally 
direct the coverage from inside the 
KOCE truck . 

After the matches were over, the 
second portion of Kent's work began, 
- editing almost four hours of tape to fit 
into a cohesive and smooth one hour 
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production . The fact that the editing 
was done primar ily in the midnight to 
dawn t ime frame , made the job that 
much more miraculous . 

National Racquetball's Nick 
Longhurst, our west coast contributing 
editor was of invaluable assistance , 
doing much of the wr iting and re-wr iting 
of scripts for introductory pieces and 
voice over appl ications. Nick was able 
to call upon his experience with the 
British Broadcasting Company (BBC) 
and was totally in command of his 
responsib ilities . 

It was Nick who was able to arrange for 
James Franc iscus to come aboard for 
the introduction and some voice over 
work . Franciscus added that touch of 
credib ility that only a well known 
celebrity can. 

Additionally, Nick spent the same long 
hours in the ed iting room as did Kent , 
giving aid and comfort in an extremely 
stress-filled period . 

Our hats are off to E.O. Rodeffer and 
Chuck Hohl, the men behind King's 
Racquetball Court, our superb host of 
the tournament. Without the planning , 
investment and cooperation of King 's 
this show would never have begun , 
much less shown nation-wide . 

KOCE , their staff and their belief in 
racquetball was another indication that 
the media is finally sitting up and taking 
notice of racquetball. John Gregory 
and Paul Corbin worked hard and long 
to iron out the details, funding and 
budgeting of the program. They were 
glorious in their cooperation and we 
couldn 't have even started without 
them . 

Chuck Leve 

Now it's up to you , the racquetball 
public . If you enjoyed the show , if you 
wa nt to see more racquetball on 
televis ion, then let us know . You are 
our voice . It is you who will be the final 
dete rmin ing factor as to whether or not 
more racquetball hits the tube. 

If, for som e reason , you did not see or 
enjoy the broadc ast , or if it wasn 't 
carried in your locale , we want to know 
that as wel l. Th is was racquetbal l's first 
attempt , - and if we mad e mistake s, 
we want to know about them , and 
elim inate them in the future . 

My final thought on the subject is 
another thank you , - to Bob Kendler , 
who foot the bill for the entire show . Not 
only was Bob the man who underwrote 
the cost of broadcasting, but he spent 
equally as much promoting the show to 
ensure that everybody with even a 
fleet ing interest in racquetb all was 
made aware of its airing . 

This is the first of our monthly schedule 
for National Racquetball . With the 
number of issues doubled per year , we 
will certain ly need double the 
cooperation from all you racquet bal lers 
who might have interesting materia l for 
publication . 

If you 've got an interesting commen t on 
something happening in our sport , 
wr ite us and we 'll print your letter. If 
you 've got a revolutionary new method 
of hitting a kill shot , let us know and 
we 'll print your instructional article. If 
racquetball saved your life, let us know , 
it would most likely make a good first 
person profile . 

Our magazine is your magazine . It is 
for you and about you . That's why we 
want to hear from you . • 
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