














MISSED THE MARK

| am writing this in regard to your latest issue of Racquetball
{Nov-Dec 99). | know it never hurts to have a well-known
sports figure as a feature story in a magazine. But in this
case | feel quite strongly about a story that wasn't given any
recognition at all. This year’s National Doubles held in Baltimore
allowed participants for the first time ever to compete in three
events. What a story you had about two individuals (David
Azuma & Terri Graham) who were the first players ever to win
three gold medals. | have had the privilege to compete against
and watch these athletes play for many years. What a shame
there wasn’t an article on these racquetball players. | person-
ally think this is a tremendous accomplishment and should
not be overlooked. It seems to me that racquetball players
enjoy hearing about their fellow players that do amazing things
in our sport — wouldn't this be the case as well? From a dedi-
cated reader of your publications!

Leslie Pawka | San Diego, California

LIST-LESS

Was | the only one bothered by the fact that absolutely no
racquetball stars made the end of century, greatest athlete
lists? In Sports lllustrated, they featured the top 50 athletes
from every state. In my search, | found no racquetball athletes,
such as Marty Hogan in Missouri, Cliff Swain in Massachusetts,
Brett Harnett in Nevada, or Mike Yellen in Michigan. Mike did
not even make the Detroit Free Press’ top 100 athletes in
Michigan history, here in my home state. Admittedly, the most
populated states, such as New York and California, excluded
many top athletes from various sports, just due to sheer
numbers. But, Missouri, Nevada, Michigan, Massachusetts
are not highly populated states. | also know that over the
years, Sl has occasionally printed an article about the great
racquetball players. Elevating the status of our sport in the
eyes of the media should be a focus of the USRA in the coming
decade, taking a lead from other sports in the promotion
of the sport and the players.

Jim Woolcock | Davison, Michigan

CONNECTED

Just wanted to drop a big “thank-you!” to you and your staff.
I'm one of the “racquetball addicts” that impatiently waits for
RACQUETBALL not only to arrive, but also to be posted on
the website. | really enjoy the insight and ideas that get
expressed each issue. | was especially excited with the
January/February 2000. RACQUETBALL magazine’s pursuit to
grow the greatest sport ever appears to be very close to taking
the next big step.

'II

The editor’s note was fantastic, and the Changing Times arti-
cle was right on. | myself tend to wear Nike shorts while play-
ing, but will be ordering other shorts as soon as the west coast
opens for business today. Why should we promote the adver-
tisers that don’t promote our sport?

RACQUETBALL

On another note, | have a three-year old daughter who
stunned both my wife & myself when the current issue arrived.
She looked at the cover & told my wife, “That’s Jason, Daddy
says he dives a lot.” When my wife told me this | was shocked.
My daughter watches the old US Open tapes with me quite
often and always makes references to Sudsy. She knows who
Cliff is, and occasionally John Ellis (| have to explain how great
ProKennex is to her!), but | don’t recall ever talking to her
directly about Jason Mannino — let alone his diving mastery.
All of my old copies of RACQUETBALL are now on her book-
shelf, and she knows if one is missing. | guess I'll have to wait
until she finishes reading it now! | figured this was yet another
success story that | wanted to share!

I truly believe the word is getting out there. | am starting to
see more younger players show up at junior clinics in our area,
and seeing older players that are a few years removed from
the game coming back! Thanks again for the wonderful maga-
zine and great promotion of the greatest sport ever!

Rob Ayres | Plainfield, illinois

COMMITMENT

Your editorial in the November/December issue was so right.
I've worked at a small town fitness center for several years,
and in that time we've been through a handful of owners.
We have six courts, aerobics, cardio and free weights. When
we had good sales people who made a good commission,
our membership soared. When the owners relied on counter
staff and non-paid volunteers, membership dropped dramat-
ically. I've run a few sanctioned tournaments, but it looks like
it’s all coming to an end - by spring, sadly, | expect our club
to close. The business is there to be had with proper manage-
ment and a professional person to generate membership —
but owners just won't pay someone a living wage.

Name withheld | Anytown, USA

YOUTHFUL

| started playing Paddleball in New York when | was 18 because
it was available at any park and other than the equipment
it was free. | moved to Pennsylvania in 1987 and have been
playing racquetball for about 10 years now. | am 45 years old.
I play in a few tournaments a year and went to Memphis
for the Open in 1998 (a great experience). In a recent tour-
nament at the Athletic Club in Wilkes-Barre PA, | was beaten
by a 17-year-old kid. | was excited and happy to see some
young blood in the sport. Later | found out that his father
owned a club further north. We need to get more young
people involved in this sport.

That is the reason | am writing. | am tasking the USRA to bring
in the younger players. Someone needs to canvas the club
owners and the high schools and bring them together. Clubs
should make free court time available from 3pm to 5pm,
or any time during the day, for school practices and for compe-
titions. High school kids don’t typically join health clubs or
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1I1€ velleZueldll 1edIll wad 1orced 0 onldially wididiaw
from competition on Saturday due to massive flooding
in their country. Head Coach Manuel Medina told
World Junior Championship officials that the team of
10 athletes and their families had been spared from the
disastet, but the airport and highways were all closed.
Thousands of people perished in the natural disaster,
which unleashed avalanches of mud, boulders and
water, A moment of silence was observed for the
Venezuelan Team and its countrymen at Los Caballeros
Sports Village before play continued.

Lanoga raus, Cdlll.'s jJdIlel 1Isiiger 1IeL jouri-seed
Joanna Rivera of Mexico in the girls’ 16- quarterfinals.
Rivera jumped out to a quick lead, winning the first
game 15-8 and was leading the second 12-5 when
Tisinger mounted a huge comeback with the aid of U.S.
Junior National Teamn assistant coach Kelley Beane.
Janel rallied to take the second game 15-14, and the
momentum carried into the tiebreaker where she took
the match 11-6.

The quarterfinals proved detrimental for many other
highly seeded players as top-seed Juan Arzate of Mexico
fell in the boys’ 14- singles to California-resident
Bernard Dorman in a tiebreaker, 15-14, 7-15, 11-4.
Mexico’s Alejandra Licon knocked off girls’ 10- top-seed
Shannon Inglesby of Portland, Ore., 15-11, 15-9.

The boys’ 18- singles division proved to be the hottest
competition of the day. Although top-seeded Josh
Tucker of Joplin, Mo., breezed into the quarterfinals
with his 15-0, 15-1 win over Canada’s Trevor
Grunbridge, it was one of the only easy matches in the
division.

Second-seed Octavio Bustillos of Mexico fell to
Annapolis, Md.’s Matt Gehling, 15-6, 15-9, while
fourth-seed Kam Barteski of Canada could not manage
the onslaught by the USA’s Mitch Williams, falling 15-
13, 15-12. The fifth-seed, Mexico’s Oviedo Baco, battled
a long, close tiebreaker match against Riverton, Wyo.’s
James Ford, but was unable to hold out, falling to Ford
12-15, 15-14, 11-10.
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Altnougn tne chalienge raisea Dy MexICO and Lanaaa
was intense early in the championships, Team USA
began locking up the medal rounds with big wins in
the boys’ 18- and 16- singles and girls’ 18- quarterfinals.

Team USA was guaranteed a medal in girls’ 18s by
advancing two of its athletes to the semifinals. Oregon’s
Brooke Crawford topped Nebraska’s Megan Bals, 15-6,
15-2, while Iowa's Sara Borland knocked off Oregon’s
Michelle Gonzalez, 7-15, 15-2, 15-3.

The USA locked up medal sweeps in both the boys’ 18s
and 16s by setting up all-USA semifinals in both singles
divisions.

Josh Tucker ousted University of Memphis’ Jeffrey
Garner, 15-5, 15-2, while James Ford took Mitch
Williams to a tiebreaker for the 15-9, 12-15, 11-7 win in
the boys’ 18s. Shane Vanderson squeaked past Mexico’s
Erwin Bernal, 15-14, 14-15, 11-9, and Stephen Lewis
took out Matthew Gehling, 15-9, 15-14, to also advance
to the boys’ 18s semifinals.

In the boys’ 16s, Jack Huczek toppled Zach Miller, 15-2,
15-5, while his doubles partner Bart Crawford defeated
Martin Cory, 15-7, 15-8, to advance. Second-seeded
Eduardo Ortega of Mexico was knocked off by Matthew
McElhiney, and Andy Hawthorne struggled to top Erik
Leetch, 13-15, 159, 11-5.

The first round of finals were held on Tuesday, with
USA athletes capturing eight medals, while Mexico
stayed hot on their heels with six. The Mexican boys’
12- doubles team of Jose Cabrera and Cesar Guzman
defeated Oregon’s Joey Lakowske and Charles Pratt, 15-
1, 14-15, 11-7 for the gold medal, while another
Mexican pait, David Ortega and Jose Ramos, took the
boys’ 10- doubles title from Alaska’s Nick Arturo and
Wisconsin’s Brad Starken, 15-5, 15-6.

California’s Jose Rojas grabbed the boys’ 8- singles title
by knocking off Oregon’s Erick Podwill, 15-4, 15-5, but
Podwill rebounded to pick up the boys’ 8-and-under
multi-bounce gold medal over Mexico's Elizzer
Maldonado, 11-9, 11-5.

RACQUETBALL



Tuesday was filled with semifinal action in all
the other divisions, and Team USA firmed its
strong lead in the team competitions with big
wins. Both Brooke Crawford and Sara Borland
knocked off Canadian opponents to advance
to the girls’ 18- singles gold medal match.
Crawford toppled Genevieve Brodeur, 15-11,
15-2, while Borland rallied from behind to
defeat Veronique Guillemette, 11-15, 15-1,
11-5. However, the semifinals would not be
the last time the USA and Canadian athletes
would meet. Crawford and Borland, as
doubles partners, advanced to the corre-
sponding gold medal match, to face the same C
pair.

Top-seed Kristen Walsh topped California’s Janel
Tisinger, 15-4, 15-2, in the girls’ 16- semifinal. Walsh's
doubles partner, Krystal Csuk, hoped to meet her part-
ner Walsh in the singles’ finals, but was unsuccessful
against Canada’s Karina Odegard, falling in a fierce
tiebreaker 15-10, 13-15, 11-10. Walsh and Csuk did
advance to the doubles final by taking care of Ireland’s
Sonya Donnelly and Niamh O’Neill, 15-4, 15-12.

In Boys 18- singles, Josh Tucker defeated James Ford, 15-
7, 15-9, while Shane Vanderson topped Stephen Lewis,
15-4, 15-11, for the two to advance to the gold medal
match. As a team, Vanderson and Lewis came back to
knock off Jeffrey Garner and Mitch Williams, 3-15, 15-
8, 11-0, in the boys’ 18 doubles semifinals. Matt
Gehling and Michael Harmon, who shocked the
racquetball world at the U.S. National Doubles
Championships with an upset of the then-defending
open division champions, also advanced to the doubles
finals by topping Mexico’s Erwin Bernal and Hector
Urqudi, 15-7, 8-15, 11-6.

Another doubles’ pair was set to meet up against each
other in boys’ 16- singles gold medal match as Jack
Huczek advanced by defeating Andy Hawthrone, 15-7,
15-7, and his partner, Bart Crawford topped Matthew
McElhiney, 15-7, 15-14. The two also made it to the
doubles finals with their win over Mexico’s Abraham
Pena and Mario Hernandez.

Yet another all USA final was set in the boys’ 14- singles
division as Brandon Shoemaker defeated Oregon’s Ryan
Lindell, and Steve Klaiman knocked off Mexico's
Augustin Tristan.

RACQUETBALL

UDA dUlIeLes Captured MNine goia medaails, aiding leam
USA in capturing the overall, girls’ and boys’ team titles.
After taking the silver medal last year to Rocky Carson,
Josh Tucker was determined to bring home the gold in
boys’ 18- singles division, but Shane Vanderson wasn’t
giving up the gold without a fight. Tucker took the first
game 15-13, but Vanderson rallied back to win the
second game 15-10. However, Vanderson’s momentum
began to waver in the tiebreaker, as Tucker took the
gold medal 11-7.

Vanderson was able to take home a gold medal anyway
as he and partner Stephen Lewis topped Matt Gehling
and Michael Harmon in the boys’ 18-and-under
doubles gold medal round,11-15, 15-11, 11-10.

Jack Huczek and Bart Crawford started off Wednesday
morning by capturing the boys’ 16-and-under doubles
gold medal together, but faced off against each other
later in the day for the singles title. Huczek, fresh off his
men's open win at the U.S. OPEN, was able to get the
better of his partner, defeating Crawford 15-6, 15-3, for
his eighth-consecutive world junior singles title.

Steven Klaiman and Brandon Shoemaker were another
doubles team who captured gold together in the morn-
ing, in the boys’ 14-and-under division, but took to the
court as singles opponents in the afternoon. Klaiman
managed to top Shoemaker for the singles gold medal,
15-12, 15-8.

Doubles partners turned opponents was common in
the girl’s brackets as well, as Brooke Crawford and Sara
Borland grabbed gold in the girls’ 18- doubles before
meeting in the singles gold medal round. Borland,
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For those of you favoring Ektelon’s Clear Vision grip,
life gets much easier! These grips are designed to slide
on with virtually no effort. Clean the grip off as
described previously. Then take the Clear Vision grip
and tug at the top just a bit so the mouth is a bit wider.
Spray WD-40 inside the grip and on the handle too.
Once again, spin the grip on. A bit of warm water and
soap on this grip after hard matches will extend its
longevity.

As a group, soft grips are much easier to put on, but for
whatever reason, few people wrap them correctly. As
usual, strip and clean your handle before application.
When you are applying a soft grip a clean surface
becomes even more important. You may wish to assist
the grip by one of three ways: staple it to the butt; spray
a blast of adhesive glue on the handle; or stick a three
inch strip of double sided adhesive tape near the

butt end of the handle. You will take the tapered end of
the grip and begin the wrap at the butt end of the
handle. It is important that you stretch all cushion grips
and line up grooves so there is barely any overlap.
Failure to stretch the grip out properly will result in an
unwieldy grip. How tight do you wrap? You should
almost hear the back of the grip breaking as you stretch

Elsewhere in this issue, we
cover the AmPRO industry
initiative, which was the
teatured topic at the USRA’s
annual Leadership
Conference. It was a great
leap forward for our sport to
have virtually every segment
of the industry represented at
the conference — and to
have total agreement on a
course of action that aims to
have an AmPRO certified
teacher/programer in each
and every facility that has a
racquetball court. Without the complete support of all
of these groups, an initiative like this would never have
gotten off the ground.

Each Leadership Conference depends on a keynote
speaker to get things off to a great start. This year Sandy
Coffman, of the consulting firm “Programming for
Profit” [see pg. 53] was asked to give the keynote
address. Sandy, whose roots are deeply set in racquet-
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it over your handle. Finally, take your finishing tape
and cut it at a diagonal. (Keep in mind that with the
handle held away from your body, left-handers will
wrap counter clock-wise, right-handers clock-wise.)

Don'’t be stingy when it comes to soft grips. If one
doesn’t suit you, try another! For comfort you might try
Ektelon’s Duratred, a long-time favorite which has
performed well over the years. And naturally, Wilson
offers up a nice cushion grip as well. ProKennex has
introduced a Vibe grip that is not quite like the original
put on their frames, but close enough to satisfy players
who have grown accustomed to the ribbed grip. If thin-
ness is a priority over cushion, one of the thinnest
wraps out there is E-Force’s original grip. Last, but not
least, Python has just announced a new leather wrap
grip with a snakeskin pattern that is both thin and
durable. But with such a huge variety of grips on the
market, I think Luke St. Onge expressed it best, “...
support those who are dedicated to the racquetball
industry.”

And if wrestling with your handle creates great anxiety,
just have your stringer do it. That’s what we're here for!

ball, is one of the featured speakers at the annual THRSA
convention and has individually consulted with numer-
ous clubs on programming for profit. Sandy readily
accepted the task, and donated her time to come to
Colorado Springs to set just the right tone for the meet-
ing. And that she did. Having been in the racquetball
business since the beginning, her perspective on the
industry was right on and created the perfect environ-
ment for all of the entities to move forward with a
united front to address the problem. This was truly a
passage for our sport and the goals set — and agreed to
— at this conference are reasonable and attainable.

Many thanks to the USRA State Leaders for making the
commitment to be the USRA’s eyes and ears in the club
industry ... to AmPRO Director Gary Mazaroff for
making the personal commitment to make the program
functional ... to Chuck Leve of IHRSA — without
whose help on building the bridge to the club owners,
the entire project would take four times as long ... to
the twelve industry leaders who have agreed to both
bring their sponsored players into the program and
support it economically. It’s very exciting to see this all
come together at such a critical time for our sport.

RACQUETBALL

















































































