









































ing spots we sell outright to advertisers. Then ESPN2
sells their inventory of eight spots to advertisers and
combines that revenue with our partial time-buy contri-
bution to financially justify the entire one-hour block.

Using these basics (there are many other hybrid
versions that can be negotiated) let’s look at beach
volleyball as an example. First, the promoters wanted to
televise a beach volleyball event, but had no track
record of capturing viewers. So they raised money and
took it to the networks to search out the best time-buy
deal. After several time-buys, beach volleyball promoters
started to attract larger audiences with their broadcasts.
Based on that larger viewer base, soon they were able to
negotiate a lower time-buy price and trade back some of
the commercial inventory. As ratings continued to
improve, promoters were able to trade back all of the
commercial inventory in return for the rights to the
programming (this no-fee time-buy arrangement is
called a pure barter agreement). As ratings continued to
rise, promoters were able to sell the programming rights
to networks for a fee. Finally, with a large “market” of
viewers, commercial spots became more valuable and
networks were able to sell them to cover the costs of the
right fees and still realize a profit for the time allotted.

Now it’s either ...

Now back to our question. Why isn’t racquetball on TV?
Now that we know it can be televised well and that
there really isn’t a network conspiracy against the sport,
the problem is clear. Racquetball has simply been
unable to come up with the cash to accomplish a few
critical tasks. First, we need to underwrite the study to
develop the best possible technique to televise racquet-
ball. Second, we need funds to employ a professional
production firm, such as J.M. Associates, to produce 26
one-hour racquetball shows per year. Lastly, we need to
cover the costs of purchasing time-buys for one hour of
racquetball on national TV for 26 consecutive weeks per
year (a season) for at least two years. If this could be
accomplished I believe these telecasts would build a
very large and loyal group of regular viewers.

So how much money are we talking about? To televise
racquetball properly we need a tour that utilizes the
made-for-TV portable court (probably modified to the
findings of the cinematography study). To set up the
court with bleachers, lights, and sound - in multiple
cities - would equal the production and time-buy fees
for the broadcasts. All told, we’d need to raise between
$3 - $4 million per year to pull this off. Is this an unrea-
sonable amount? Not really. In the world of sports
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marketing this isn’t a lot of money. In return for a
major sponsor putting up, let’s say, $2 million dollars
they would get significant on-screen logo presence
during 26 hours of national television broadcasts, some
commercial time, numerous on-site benefits at all tour
events (VIP tickets, signage, trade show booths, souvenir
program ads, etc.) and a host of other marketing bene-
fits. Co-sponsors could receive similar packages until all
the needed money is raised. This is not an impossible
scenario for the sport and is actually quite inexpensive
for the uncluttered opportunity that would be offered.

Or...

There are less expensive ways to accomplish similar
goals with regard to getting TV time on a more regular
basis. An idea that we are pursuing now is to produce
seven hours of programming at the U.S. OPEN, instead
of just one, by filming each match individually from
the quarterfinals through the finals. We would then
create a series of “linked” shows to be run once per
week for seven consecutive weeks. Viewers would be
informed that they are “watching a men’s quarterfinal
match at the Hilton U.S. OPEN and that the winner will
move on to the semi-finals. Tune in next week for
another quarterfinial match-up between X and Y.” As
you can see, viewers could follow the same tournament
over seven weeks until the champion is crowned.

This format would be far less costly since we wouldn't
need to set up the portable court in seven different
cities, and production costs would be lower per hour
since the crews would only need to travel and set up all
their gear once (around the portable court) to capture
all the matches. A second Grand Slam event in another
city could employ the same format to generate 14 weeks
of programming for a fraction of the cost (about
$850,000). Raising this kind of money will still be a
huge challenge, but it is within reason.

Your Part

One of the keys to accomplishing this modified format
is to convince ESPN to sell us a partial time-buy
program at a reasonable cost. The only way they will
consider this is if they believe this series of program-
ming has the chance to attract a significant number of
viewers and therefore create higher values for commer-
cial inventories. This is where YOU come in. ESPN2 has
agreed to a test for the sport of pro racquetball and will
air the Hilton U.S. OPEN on June 18th at 1:00 p.m.
EST [see page 33]. This time slot is a huge improvement
over the 2:00 a.m. slots we've had in the past — and the
reason is that they want to test for viewer interest. It's
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also on his hands and
knees peering back
into the court through
the glass. They held
the pose for ten
seconds to much
laughter. Afterward,
Cliff managed to stay
on track for a couple
of points but the game
slipped away at 11-3.
The crowd was
subdued.

The tiebreaker opened with a sideout by Cliff that
brought on the biggest cheers and encouragement of
the day. Sudsy added to it by raising his arms up and
down, urging the crowd on. The hometown fans hadn’t
had much to cheer about in game four and they were
hoping for a great finish.

The mutual intensity was high as Sudsy marched out to
a 7-3 lead, before Cliff pulled it back to 6-7, bringing
the crowd to its feet. Both players then took turns
drilling setups into the floor and Sudsy inched up to an
8-6 lead that had Cliff on the run. A drive to Cliff’s
backhand was returned high to the back wall, and Suds'’
forehand, which sent it crosscourt to the right. Again
Cliff barely reached it, then returned it high to the back
glass. This time Suds took a backhand to the right, that
CIliff returned crosscourt left, as Suds followed it around
off the back wall. Cliff leaped out of the way as Suds
drove another forehand crosscourt to the right. This
went on for three more exchanges before Sudsy finally
hit a backhand, 38-foot pinch winner! Turning to the
crowd, he pumped both fists in the air and they forgot
their favorite in cheering for the extended rally. Two
rallies later, Sudsy pinched to the same left corner and
the match was his.

Although the hometown boy didn’t win, the crowd
knew it had been treated to a great show and offered a
drawn-out standing ovation to them both. Afterwards
Cliff exclaimed emotionally, “sorry I didn’t win Dad,
but I did my best.” And he thanked the sponsors for
their support and fans for their intensity.

Sudsy also addressed the crowd, “You guys are
awesome, I love it. I love that you hate me.” He went
on to say that he’d been a friend of Cliff’s since he was
seven and looked up to him. He also said that Red was
a good man and raised the toughest competitor that
he’d ever met. Those of us in Boston know that. Thanks
for the show, guys. See you next year, at “Cliff’'s House.”

RACQUETBALL

More than a thousand spectators and two
hundred amateur players were on hand to experience
one of the most spirited events in recent memory. In
particular, this tournament gave fans — most of whom
believe the sport to be “exclusive” to the United States
— a great opportunity to see firsthand just how
competitive it is in other countries. Most of the sold-out
crowd left on Sunday afternoon buzzing about three
basic truths: Sudsy Monchik and Cliff Swain are still on
top of their game; Ruben still defies Father Time; and
Kane is certainly able.

The Qualifiers

Players from as far away as Canada, Mexico and
California combined with some of this regions best
talent to create an exciting pro-qualifier. While most
first round matches appeared to offer little challenge to
the top players, one did stand out. Travis Aldinger, the
No.1 ranked player in Pennsylvania, and widely consid-
ered the top amateur in the northeast, was set to play
living legend Ruben Gonzalez. The gallery quickly real-
ized how close this match would be after Aldinger took
the first game. Unbelievable gets by Aldinger kept the
remaining games close and had the crowd looking for
more. But in the end, Gonzalez's experience and pass-
ing game were too much for Aldinger, who went down
in four. “When I first saw the draw sheet and realized
who I was playing, I was nervous, to say the least,” said
Aldinger. “In the end I played well and had a great
experience.”

The second round was not without its own great
match-ups, including a three-pronged attack by
Canadians who battled their way into the round of 32,
where a fourth, Kane Waselenchuk, waited. The best
match in the round of 32 was easily that between Team
Canada’s Brian Istace and the No.11 seed, Alvaro
Beltran of Mexico. Beltran is the current IRF world
champion and was a semi-finalist in the 2000 US Open,
but Istace’s control and consistency won out over the
long haul, 10-12, 12-10, 11-6, 2-11, 11-5. Fellow
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endeavors will depend on players networking with state-
side contacts to ask those qualified professionals to help.

The AERA was in high gear in the mid-80’s, hosting tourna-
ments that attracted hundreds of American and European
participants. However, the military drawdown of the 90's virtu-
ally silenced the organization until now. In the interim,
European racquetball players developed national organiza-
tions (German, Dutch, French, Irish, and United Kingdom)
which now comprise the European Racquetball Federation.

While Americans frequent ERF events, participation by
Europeans was rare at American tournaments, mainly due to
a difference in formats. European players did not earn rank-
ing points since military tournaments were not sanctioned by
the ERF. Now, the AERA is committed to bringing several ERF
events to military communities that have plenty of courts and
regularly host tournaments. AERA officials have targeted
Wiesbaden and Baumholder as possibilities, with Mannheim
as another prime choice.

For more information about the AERA or to sign up, please
contact: Benedict at benedicts@2b4.com; Ruiz at
ruizr@eu.deca.mil, McPherson at mack-nick@t-online.de;
Bagley at amazingbob@hotmail.com; Johnson at sesforce-
mod®@hq.c5.army.mil .

April Fools in Mannheim

March 31-April 11, 2001
by Michael Bowers

It was no joke. Racquetball players signed up in droves to take
part in the April Fools Tournament in Mannheim, to make
it the largest military event in many years. Event organizer
Robert Rosier had hoped to equal or better this year's Paris
Open, which attracted 70 international players. But after quite
a few no-shows he was still left with an impressive 53 players,
the majority American military, who took to the courts at three
locations. German competitors from Bad T6lz added true inter-
national favor.

In the end, Mike Bowers of Kaiserslautern continued his
winning ways by claiming the men’s open title with a 15-10,
15-6 victory over William Smith of Geilenkirchen. It was Bowers’
fourth open title in as many tournaments, but the 44-year-
old’s streak had nearly came to an end in the quarterfinals
against Rico Southee, also of Kaiserslautern. After leveling the
match in the second game, Southee forged a 9-3 advantage
in the tiebreaker before Bowers rallied to run off eight unan-
swered points to recover the win at 11-9.

“I'had him frustrated and was in control,” said Southee. “Then

| stopped doing what had worked up to that point, and he
came storming back. This was one | should have won.”

RACQUETBALL

After the early-round close call, Bowers played inspired racquet-
ball in securing a spot in the finals with a 15-3, 15-4 win over
James Johnson of Heidelberg. Smith advanced to face Bowers
after an 8-15, 15-11, 114 victory over Bob Bagley of Ramstein.

Bowers also captured the master’s title,with a 15-14, 15-13
win over James Johnson, who was definitely the ironman of
the event (playing in three divisions at age 50). In the semis,
Bowers had gotten by David Szafranski, Paris, 15-6, 13-15,
11-1 while Johnson closed out Ray Garcia, Ramstein, 15-
10, 15-13. Willie Wenzel, Bad Tolz, was the consolation winner.

The winner in the seniors division was Heidelberg’s Willie
Gaddis, who battled to a 7-15, 15-14, 114 win over Johnson.
Dan Shealey, Spangdahlem, was the consolation winner.
Gaddis also earned first place in the open doubles, teaming
with Stanley johnson of Heidelberg to defeat Southee and
Sascha Alsbach, Frankfurt, 15-7, 14-15, 11-5.

However, earlier the two victorious doubles partners squared
off in the finals of the men’s A division, where Gaddis edged
Sam Johnson 13-15, 15-9, 11-9.

Rita Mitchell defeated Nicole McPherson, Geilenkirchen,
15-1, 15-0 to capture the women's open crown. This win
marked back-to-back titles for Mitchell, who some weeks earlier
won the Dutch Open by trouncing the European Racquetball
Federation’s two top-seeded players for the title.

Petra Kindermann, Frankfurt, took the women'’s A division title
with a win over Rhonda de |esus of Mannheim.

In the B division, William Harris, Ramstein AB, defeated Brent
Hadaway, Geilenkirchen, 15-11, 13-15, 11-9. Ron Ruiz,
Sembach, was the consolation winner after getting by James
Meeks, Mannheim, 15-3, 15-13.

Nate Morim, Mannheim, was the winner in the in C divi-
sion over Shawn McFadden, Wiesbaden. The consolation
winner was Michael Thornburg, Hanau, who downed Dell
Craig, Mannheim, 15-11, 15-6.

Thornburg had better luck in the D division taking first place
with a 15-6, 15-3 win over Samuel Singletary, Mannheim.
Hanau'’s John Hill was the consolation winner after getting by
de Jesus, 15-3, 15-9.

The tournament was the first to be organized and conducted
by the newly organized American European Racquetball
Association [AERA], and Mannheim sports officials were so
impressed, they've already added it to next year’s schedule.

“Rosier and Curly Karmelin did a great job of promoting and
organizing the event,” said Mannheim sports director Thomas
Benson. “I never expected the tournament to be so grand,
and this has definitely put us on the racquetball map.”
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