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Fast-risi ng Ben Ko/tun, former National Juniors 
champion is highlighted in PROfiles (page 76), 
while photographer Arthur Shay, who took the 
cover p icture, expla ins how to take racquetball 
photos in the first of a two part series (page 78). 
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From Bob Kendler 

W at Was 
The Rea 
Profit? 
The enormous growth of our 
organization has triggered a lot of 
conversation relating to our earnings . 
This is perfectly understandable. At 
year 's end big business looks only at 
the bottom line for its judgment of 
success or failure . I am afraid that by 
this standard we would come up short . 
Our bottom line at best is a standoff -
sometimes considerably less . 

That's not to say we couldn 't run the 
national associations on a prof itable 
basis . We could, simply by cutting out 
some of the programs we are involved 
in that don 't necessarily pay their own 
way . Things like the National Juniors 
championships, or funding the state 
associations , or helping out young 
players with scholarships . 

Our standards, you see, are different 
than let's say, football or baseball . We 
consider our relationship with the 
players and owners our most valuable 
assets . As you know good 
relationships don 't always show up on 
the profit/loss statement. 

We are young enough to remember 
when all we played for was fun . When it 
appeared some of our kids had great 
talent and wanted to put it into a career , 
we organized professional play. Those 
of you who know how close I was to 
Avery Brundage will understand this 
was an extremely hard decision for me . 
But right or wrong it was a fair decision 
done with a clear conscience . 

Would you believe that we started out 
in 1973 with the grand sum of $9,800 in 
total prize money? We raised it in 197 4 
to $24,410 . We raised it again in 1975, 
this time to $40,750 ; in '76 up again to 
$71,900; and last year the total of prize 
money distributed was $135 ,900. By 
season's end our sponsors will have 
dished out another $100,000 in 1978 
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prize money . That makes the grand 
total nearly $400 ,000 in about five 
years . We call that progress . 

But that's only part of our story . If you 
put the above figures aga inst our total 
income over those five years (an 
amount exceeding $2,000 ,000) you 
see that not even 25 per cent of the 
association 's income went to the pros. 
That means that the amateur sector of 
racquetbal received the remaining 
$1 ,500 ,000. They had to because 
we 've spent every cent we 've ever 
taken in on the sport . 

We enjoy the unbounded admirat ion of 
owners who realize that everyth ing we 
do is intended to increase the 
participat ion in racquetball throughout 
the world , and thereby increase and 
improve their business . 

The faith all payers have in us is the 
source of considerable pride . They 
know we did it all for them and intend to 
do considerably more . You can 't buy 
the wonderful rapport we have with 
players and owners . You must earn it! 

This respect and good will does not 
show on our annual report . But believe 
me, that respect and good will is our 
real profit. Our word is held sacred by 
every owner who has ever dealt with 
us , and all players know we are totally 
dedicated to their well being . We are 
known everywhere as experts in 
racquetball and handball promotion 
and unequaled in tournament 
management. 

When rumors reach us of compet itors 
or troublemakers we just stand on our 
record which goes back 40 years . We 
know we have the entire racquetball 
fraternity in our corner, and they'll tell 
you we do what's right no matter what 

the cost. Even some of those so-called 
competitors can 't be lieve it when w_e 
come out with another huge promotion 
for the sport . And the manufactu rers 
also know that we are loyal and 
honorable , that we dea l straigh t with 
them. That honor is another part of our 
profit. 

You see the on ly profit that means 
anyth ing is the one that doesn 't show 
on the books . The respect and good 
will is enou gh for us, for we truly feel 
that we are doing everybody a good 
turn by trun ing them on to racquetball 
- for the hea lth of it. 

Personally, I can assu re you that every 
single cent that has ever come in here 
went right back out , and all of it for 
racquetball. If you don 't already kn?w, 
my wife and I receive no remuneration 
of any kind , and we aren't the only 
volunteers. 

I hate to belabor the point , but Evie and 
I think we have some thing more 
precious than jewel s - the trust of the 
manufacture rs, the faith of the owners 
and the affection of the players. 

They all know that we are not a 
syndicate , or self-serving . We have 
proven year after year after year that 
we are all part of the fam ily - the little 
players , the big players, the poor 
players and the rich players . Every 
decision we make is based on 
principle. You always know where we 
stand. • 

"He that loveth not knoweth not God! 
For God is love ... 

1 John 
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National Commissioner 

Another First 
First with the pro tour. First with a 
monthly magazine . First with a 
separate National Juniors program . 
First to affiliate all 50 states . And now 
another big first for the U.S. 
Racquetball Association and National 
Racquetball Club . 

National Racquetball , the official 
publication of both the USAA and NRC, 
is the first racquetball magaz ine to hit 
the newsstands. 

Due to the outstanding efforts of 
managing editor Carol Brusslan 
National Racquetball has been 
accepted in a number of metropolitan 
areas for newsstand distribution . 
Among them are Chicago, Detroit , 
Milwaukee, St. Louis and San Diego . 
Each month our distribution broadens, 
and soon we'll be for sale on 
newsstands in many other parts of the 
country. The newsstand distribution 
was no accident. It came about after a 
great deal of thought and preparat ion 
and even then was not an easy task. 

As you might imagine the newsstand 
magazine business is a highly 
competitive one . No magazine has a 
patron, it must stand alone against the 
others . If it sells it wins. If it collects 
dust, it fails . 

The jury is still out on National 
Racquetball, but the indications are 
excellent. The initial reports have 
caused us to increase the number of 
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magaz ines to three of the newly 
created newsstand markets and we 've 
alerted our printer to gear up for 
possible big increases in circulation . 

And the number of subcribers 
continues to move forward by big 
margins . Our circulat ion department 
informs me that National Racquetball 
is averaging over 100 new subscribers 
daily. 
Our most recent circulation figures 
have now touched 40,000 copies, an 
undreamt of figure on ly a few years 
ago . Monthly , coupled with 
newsstands has done the trick . 

Noth ing could be more important to an 
Associat ion than its commun ications 
vehicle, its voice. The guidance and 
direction our subscribers have offered , 
coupled with the helpful and interesting 
contents , makes this magazine the 
leader in the field , years ahead of any 
other . 

We 've tried hard to give the racquetball 
publ ic a well rounded monthly 
publication that serves all the needs in 
racquetball. Instruction should balance 
pro results; amateurs should be 

Joe Ardito 

highlighted ; women must be informed ; 
articles on your health through 
racquetball are invaluable . And plain, 
old interesting features play an 
important role. 

And all this at what has to be the 
biggest sports bargain in history, $9 a 
year . So let's not keep it a secret any 
longer . Inform your friend s and foes 
alike . Spread the gospe l of racquetball , 
Nat ional Racqu etball style. 
If you can't find a copy from a friend or 
at your club , check your newsstands . If 
they don 't have it but want it, let us 
know. We 'll see that they get it. 

Aga in thank you readers and 
subscr ibers. As they say , "because of 
you, it 's work ing ." • 



ISN'T IT 
TIME YOU 

TURNED PRO? 
With Sa ranac's R-70 PRO 
Look for Saranac 's PRO emblem on our 
famous racquetball glove acclaimed 
nationwide as the finest ... "the choice 
of the pros!" 
The PRO is crafted from Saranac's own 
native deerskin ... hand selected to be 
naturally light and tacky. Designed with 
a snug-fitting elastic and fully adjustable 
Velcro closure, the glove offers extra 

comfort and a feel 
of confidence. 

SARANAC GLOVE COMPANY 
P.O . BOX 786 GREEN BAY. WISCONSIN 54305 
PHONE: 414/435-3737 



Watch the pro s play June 17-24 during the 
USRA/NRC National Tournament at the new Sports 
Illustrated Lemon Tree Court Club, 4900 Denton 
Road, Belleville , Michigan . 

You'll see why Bauer Frampton builds the 
world's finest cour t systems and why Frampton 
F-62-SP panels are the world 's premier court 
panels . You can play on Bauer Frampton Courts 
in most quality Racquetball and Athlet ic Clubs 
throughout the United States and Canada, 

including future Sports Illustrated Cour t Clubs 
in Lansing, and Saginaw, M ichigan, and Fort 
Wayne, Indiana. 

AUEn------
iiiFiiJl/Ml~li~Jl.fllJ 
COUR T SYSTEM S 

J. Bauer Corporation 
10807 Lynd on Avenue 
Detroit, M ichigan 48238 
(313) 935 -3400 
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Centurion '•_ New carbon filled composite 
construction. Black heat-welded strings , plush 

raised-leather grip. 18.5 inches , 250 grams 

Choose 
your weapon. 

We make five great racquets, not just one or two. 
So more than just getting a choice of responsive 

aluminum or composite frames, you get a choice 
of strings, grips, weights, and even lengths. 
So choose your weapon. Choose a Spalding. 

Smasher:... Extra long, 
extruded aluminum frame , rugged 

steel eyelets , durable twisted 
nylon strings, leather grip . 

19 inches, 270 grams 

I 

Futura·- New metallic brown­
anodized aluminum frame . 

Exclusive nylon/stainless 
steel impregnated strings. 

Rich raised leather grip. 
18 inches. 260 grams 

Top-Flite".__ 
Spalding's 

heaviest racquet 
built for power 

play and durability . 
Expanded teardrop 

head shape with clear 
tournament nylon strings 

and a top-grade leather grip. 
18 inches , 285 grams 

Rebel '.:_ New nylon/ 
glass-filled composite , 

blue twist nylon strings. 
Raised stitch leather grip. 

18.5 inches. 255 grams 

LDJNGi 
-
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Upcoming Events 

Midwest Site Guarantees 
Biggest Ever Nationals 

Gil Schmitt 

The decision to take the 1978 National 
Championships into the midwest 
portion of the United States was not 
one that was made lightly . Many 
different ingredients were necessary 
for the USAA to elect to come east after 
two highly successful years in San 
Diego. 

The selection of Sports Illustrated 
Court Club , Belleville, Ml, was 
ingredient number one . The 12 court 
facility gives the tournament five 
additional courts over previous 
Nationals and the spectator court 
boasts nearly 600 seats , a tripling of 
capacity . 

Another reason to come to the Detroit 
area was the fine track record that has 
been experienced in Michigan , going 
back to the early years of pro 
racquetball , when cities like Livonia 
and Lansing were stops on the tour . 

The Michigan market has been good to 
racquetball, it's number three in size 
(behind only San Diego and Chicago) 
and the promotional benefits will do a 
good service to racquetball in that area . 

But probably the biggest reason is 
simple variety. The USAA believes that 
it is healthier to move the National 
Championship tournament around the 
nat ion than to leave the event in one 
city all the time . 

" I would never say a derogatory word 
about San Diego , " said USAA 
president Bob Kendler , "because 
there 's never been anything but 
fantastic success there . The Atlas 
Health Club (host in 1976 and 1977) 
was perfect as the site. 

" But the support for racquetball is 
nationwide , and a great number of 
players from the eastern half of the 
U.S. were unable to afford the long trip 
west. By going to a more centrali zed 
location , we feel the tournament is 
open to more players ." 
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Sports Illustrated is a Service Mark of Time, Inc. 

In accordance with the USRA 's policy 
of helping as many players as possible 
to the Nationals , and since a change 
was being made in site , the number of 
Regional championship tournaments 
was increased to 10 this season . The 
number of full or partial travel awards 
was increased in Open div isions from 
16 to 50 to ensure that all Regiona l 
winners would have a chance to play in 
the Nationa ls. 

So for the first time ever, the 
USRA/NRC National Champion ships 
will be made truly accessible to great 
numbers of midwest and eastern 
players . 

"It looks like the entries will top the 600 
mark easily ,· · said Gil Schmitt , Director 
of Training for Sports Illust rated Court 
Clubs and tournament director for the 
Nationals . "We've been inundated 
with requests for entry forms, tickets , 
lodging and everyth ing you can 
imagine ." 

Running the Nationals is no easy task 
and Schmitt and his staff have been 
prepar ing for the tourn ame nt for over 
seven month s. They will be aided by 
speci alists in tourn ame nt manag ement 
brought in by the USAA , the 
USRA/NRC tourn amen t staff and the 
Mich igan Racquetball Association. 

"Manpow er will not be a problem," 
said Schm itt . "We just want to make 
sure that the tourn ament is an 
enjoyabl e exp erience for the losers as 
well as the winners ." 

So mark your ca lendars, - June 
17-24 , 1978, at Sport s Illustrated 
Lemontr ee, Bellev ille, Ml. • 



ENTRY 
Colgate en & Women 's 1977-78 
a 

Site: 

Dates: 

Entry Fee: 

Entry Deadline: 

Sanction: 

Official Ball: 

Eligibility and Rules: 

Awards: 

Starting Times: 

Mail Entries: 

Checks: 

ro= 
po 

ac 
sored 

etball Champ ionships 
y Sea co/ le ach 

June 17-24 , 1978 
Belleville , Mich igan 

SPORTS ILLUSTRATED COURT CLUB, LEMONTREE 49345 South 1-94 Service Drive, 
Belleville, Michigan 48111, Phone (313) 699-0900 

June 17-24, 1978 

$50 in professional events , $25 per person for first amateur event. If player enters second 
amateur event, add $15 . 

In our possesion by 6:00 PM Thursday , June 1, 1978 . Prescribed fee must accompany 
entry form . Entries received after the deadline , unsigned or without entry fee, will not be 
accepted . No phone entries will be accepted! 

By National Racquetball Club (NRG) and United States Racquetball Association (USAA) 

Seamco 559 (Green) in all professional events; 
Seamco 558 (Black) in all amateur events . 

All entrants must be current USAA members . Memberships will be available at tournament 
reg istration . Current USRA/NRC rules will govern all play . If two events are entered, players 
may have to play back to back matches . Limit : 2 events maximum per player. 

$30,000 total prize money in professional events . Awards to first four places in amateur 
events . 

For starting times , please call (313)-697-6600 on June 12, 1978. 

To Gil Schmitt, c/o Sports Illustrated Court Clubs, 49345 South 1-94 Service Drive, Belleville, 
Mich igan 48111 . 

Should be made payable to SPORTS ILLUSTRATED COURT CLUBS, LEMONTREE 

NATIONAL RACQUETBALL 13 



Tournament Headquarters: RAMADA INN, 8270 Wickham Road, Romulus, Michigan ; (313) 729-6300 ; contact Jim 
LaBadie . Overflow accommodations will be referred to the following : 
BRIARWOOD HILTON, State Street and 1-94, Ann Arbor , Michigan 48104 ; (313) 761-7800 
or HOST INTERNATIONAL, Detroit Metropolitan Airport 48242 ; (800 ) 237-2543 . 

Please enter me in: 
D Men's Pro Singles D Women 's Pro Singles D Men 's Open Doub les 
D Men's Open Singles D Women's Open Singles D Men 's Senior Doubles 
D Men's Senior Singles (35+) D Women's Senior Singles (35+) D Men's Masters Doub les 
D Men 's Masters Singles (45+) D Women's Open Doubles D Men 's Golden Masters Doubles 
D Men's Golden Masters Singles (55+) D Women's Senior Doubles D Men's Super Masters Doubles 
D Men's Super Masters Singles (65+) 

Note: A minimum of 8 entrants or teams is needed for a division of play to occur. If 8 are not reached , then those players will 
automatically be place in the next younger age group. 

Waivers: I understand that it is your intention to have my participation hereunder recorded on videotape for present ation on 
television and elsewhere, and I expressly agree that you shall have the unlimited right and author ity to use and exploit your 
coverage of the series, the videotape, and any and all forms of reproduction thereof in any and all media in perpetu ity in 
whatever manner, and by whatever means, and wherever you may desire, without any obligation to pay any monies to me 
except as hereinabove expressly provided. Such recordings shall, without limitations, be the sole property of NRC/USRA to 
deal with, broadcast, sell, license, rent , exhibit , and otherwise use to reuse in whole or in part as the NRC/USRA see fit. 

I further understand and agree that if I should reach the quarter-final, semi -final , or final round match in either 
professional division, I will wear a shirt bearing the name of the official tournament sponsors as provided at the tournamen t, 
or a reasonable facsimile approved by NRC/USRA. 

I hereby, for myself and my agents, waive and release any and all rights and claims for damages I may have 
against Sports Illustrated Court Clubs, Inc., the U.S. Racquetball Association, the Nat ional Racquetball Club and any of 
their agents, for any and all injuries received by me in connection with this tournament. 

(Signature) 

-----------------------------------------------------------

Name ge Club 

Address hone 
(Srreo t) (C ,ty) (S late/Zip) 

Signature 

Doubles Partner ge Club 

Address hone 
(Street) (Crty) (Sta te/Zip) 

Signature 

14 MAY 
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600 Spec tators Will Sit in Tiers at Sport s lllustrated-Lemon tree 

Sports Illustrated Court 
Club-Lemontree, home of the 1978 
Colgate -Seamco-Leach Pro/Am 
national championships , is a new 
concept in luxury racquetball clubs. 
The club in Van Buren Townsh ip, Ml , 
west of Detroit, is built around an 
exh ibition court and entertainment 
area . 

The focal point of the club 's second 
level is a three glass-walled exhibition 
court . 

To right and left of the glass walls the 
floor rises in four tiered levels. Facing 
the back glass wall is a stage . 

Under norma l cond itions the tiers are 
filled with cafe seating and booths line 
the wall on the fourth level. The entire 
area sur rounding the championsh ip 
court is a bar and lounge by day, a 
discotheque by night. Diners on all the 
tiers have a clear view of both the 
exhibition court and the stage . 

In the evening a special dance floor is 
laid ove r the playing surface of the 
court, the doors of the back glass wall 
are thrown open and the championship 
court becomes a discot heque . Strobe 
lights and other discotheque lighting 
beam down into the glass walled 
dancing area . Live entertainment takes 
the stage. 

For the June 17-24 tournament to 
determine the NRC/USRA champions 
the normal seating will be removed and 
special seating will be erected on the 
first three tiers and in the stage area to 
provide seating for a total of 600. Th is is 
believed to be the largest seating 
capac ity for a single court of any 
racquetball facility. 

Also on the champ ionship court level is 
a large dining area under a vaulted 
cathedral ceiling two stories high, with 
planters dangling from exposed 
beams . 

Huge blowups of famous moments and 
persona lities in sports , from the photo 
archives of Sports Illustrated 
magazine and the Time-Ute photo 
ga llery, provide the decor of the lounge 
and dining area . The lounge will be 
open for use during the 
championships. 

Lemontree's wall to wa ll viewing 
opportunities are not limited to its 
championship court . Behind the 
disco-dini ng area is an observation 
corridor which looks down into the 11 
courts on the ground level. Four of 
these courts have glass back walls and 
all four can be viewed from the ground 
level lounge area . 

Other amen ities at the Lemontree club 
include luxurio usly carpeted locker 
areas, wh irlpool , saunas , drying 
rooms , fully equipped exercise rooms 
and an extra large pro shop. Carpeting 
and wood accents are used 
throughout. A spiral staircase connects 
the playing court level with the 
exhibition court-disco bar level. 

The Lemon tree club takes its name 
from the adjacent Lemontree 
apartment complex, the second largest 
in Michigan. SICC chairman Craig Hall 
is genera l partner of the apartment 
complex. Its amenities include a P.G.A. 
nine hole golf course , lakefront and 
marina , swimm ing pool, clubhouse and 
tennis courts. They will be the scene of 
special entertainment for entrants and 
visitors during the Colgate - Seamco -
Leach championships. 

To make up for the loss of dining and 
wining space to tournament seating a 
special hosp ital ity area is being set up 
during the tournament. Initial plans 
(subject to change) are to house this in 
a big gaily striped tent on the club 
grounds . 

The showplace of the Sports Illustrated 
Court Clubs chain Lemontree has been 
designed both as a fun place to hold a 
tournament and for year round 
racquetball enjoyment and 
conviviality . • 
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The National 
Racquetball 

Champions ··-s 
JUNE 17 THAU 24 AT 

Sports Illustrated Co rt I 
Lemontree 
BELLEVILLE, MICHIGAN 

TICKET INFORMATION 
8-DAY PACKAGE 

• Reserved seat for 8 days around the 
Glass Exhibit ion Court 

• One compl imentary mixed dr ink each 
evening 

• Admission to mid week lakeside party 
for players and ticket holders only 

• Souvenirs of the tournament 
• Complimentary program 

The demand for tickets has been tremendous . 
Over 1 00 have been pre -sold . Send check and 
your seat selection with the coupon below to : 

Grace McNamee 
SICC Corporate Offices 
26300 Telegraph Road 
Southfield , Ml 48034 

For further information call (313) 358-0030 . 

~av-e-enc- los-ed a-c-heck_i_n the-a-mo-un-t of-$= - -=--=--- - -_-for7 

____ _ _ ___ in _ _____ __ _ 
, or 1tckets scchon 

_________ in _ ______ _ _ 

, ot hckets 

Please send to 
sect.on 

Name __ ________ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ 

Address _ ________ _ _ __ ___ _ 

City __ _ ____ _ State ___ _ Zip _ _ _ 

PHONE NO .: Home _____ _ Work __ ___ _ 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO : "' 1978 Nationals " [__ _______ _ _J 
"If requested tickets are not available , we reserve the right to sub· 
stitute the next lesser priced available tickets. the cost difference will 
be refunded . Sorry, but reservations can only be guaranteed upon 
receipt of your remittance . 

pro shop 
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exn10,t,on seo1t1ng 

Lelt T,cr OS I~ 

Lef l T,c, C S 150 

3 wall glass 
ex h ibition court 

m 
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OD 
on 
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PRICE STRUCTURE (Glass Exhibition Court only) 

Tier A . ... . .. . ... ... $250 /ea . . .. ... . .. . . (VIP Seat ing) 
includes private hostess 

for beverage serv ice 
and plush seat ing 

(32 available) 
Tier 8 ............ . . $200 /ea ............ (60 availab le) 
Left Tier C . . ... . .... $150 /ea ...... . ... . . (65 available ) 
Right Tier C . .. .. . ... $150 /ea ....... . .... (65 available) 
Left Tier D ...... . . . . $125 /ea ............ (55 availab le) 
Right Tier D .. . ... .. . $125 /ea .. .......... (55 available ) 
Left Tier E .. . . . .... . $1 00 /ea .. ........ .. ( 40 availab le) 
Right Tier E . .. .. . ... $1 00 /ea .. . . . . . . . . . ( 40 available) 

General Admission prices are $5 /day Saturday , June 
1 7 thru Wednesday, June 21 and $1 0/day Thur sday . 
June 22 thru Saturday, June 24 . 
Entitles holder to standing room for Glass Exhibit ion Court. 
Balcony viewing on all other courts , and seated viewing on 
Four Back Glass Wall Courts. 



1ne 
Dynaturf 
Advantage 

We don 't have to tell you the critical importance of 
installing a quality playing surface that will please 
players today and in years to come. 

So start with a simple fact . . . the OYNATURF 
Company has had the best synthetic tennis 
surface for 1 O years , and now has the best 
racquetball surface . So whether you're looking 
for a tenn is surface, a racquetball surface, or both, 
remember , only DYNATURF can provide a 
secure, proven product preferred by both player 
and owner . 

Evaluate how DYNATURF for racquetball and 
tennis measures up in terms of comfort, play­
ability, appearance, longevity, maintenance and 
repair . Call collect today. • 

The 

alllllllllllll"lll;,1•1/ud. PO Box 2479. COLUMBUS. On,o 43216 1614) 295•3n6 

Company 
In Canada G.E. McGulnty Conatrucllon Co. Ltd., PO Bo• 25!>. NORTH BAY. On1ar,o PIB 8H2 (705) 474-2220 



Tournament Results 

Richard Wagner was visib ly nervous . 
His task was unenviable , almost 
dreaded . He was about to step onto the 
court to face Marty Hog an in the 
championship match of the 
Colgate /Seamco /Leach pro tour stop 
in Tempe , AZ . 

That situation in itself is nerve wracking 
enough , but two other variab les put 
additional pressure on the 22-year-o ld 
Wagner , who was mak ing his first trip 
to the fina ls since April of 1977 . One 
variable was that Hogan had been 
playing red hot all week, with no foe 
coming close to taking even a game , let 
alone a match . Secondly the match 
was televised over the Publ ic 
Broadc asting System (PBS) in the 
Rocky Mountain Region . 

Thus with Hogan at his best , ready to 
atone for his only loss of the sea son the 
previous month , and the TV cameras 
rolling , Wagner was already counting 
the $2 ,000 second place prize , his 
biggest pay check in over a year . 

Unfortunately he played like it too . 
Gone from the finals was Wagner 's 
brilliant play , the back wall kills, front 
court coverage and menta l sharpness 
- the qualities that were largely 
responsible for his upset wins over the 
likes of Jerry Hilecher and Char lie 
Brumfield . 

The finals were a dud -21-11 , 21-6 for 
Hogan . For the record here 's how it 
happened : 

Wagner won the toss, took a 2-0 lead , 
held it to 4-2 and probably lost the 
game right there. Four times each 
player served at 4-2 and fo ur times 
neither could sco re. Th e sayi ng goes 

18 MAY 



Hogan 's intensity shows as he follows through in the finals . 
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Neal Asprea holds Hogan ·s winning racquet 
after Marty presented the Phoen ix busine ssman 
with 11 as a souven ir of the event. Asprea helped 

undervmte the television cost with 
USRA /NRC prez Bob Kendler . 

Wagner completes his pet shot, a back wall kill with the forehand . 

20 MAY 

that if you can hold Hogan without 
scor ing for three or four consecut ive 
innings you 've got a chance , but only 1f 
you can dent the scoreboard in the 
meantime. Wagner couldn 't. 
Seizing the opportunity Hogan finally 
tallied, three times over two innings to 
take a 6.-4 lead and he never looked 
back . Soon it was 9-5 , then 13-5 , 18-10 
and the 21 -11 final. 

The rallies were short, ending either on 
Hogan kills from ridiculou s places and 
positions on the court, or on Wagner 
errors . Rich just never got untracked. 

The second game was worse . Hogan 
jumped to a lead this time , 4-0 and 6-1 , 
then 9-1 , when Wagner , sens ing 
inevitable destruction, called a time out 
to slow Hogan 's race toward 21 . Soon 
the lead was 12-2 , and all but the most 
hopeful anti-Hogan forces gave up the 
ship . 

Just in case Hogan rattled off five more, 
including two overhead kills from 39 
feet into the left corner , one Wagner 
error , and two more kills to make the 
score 17-2 . The final numbers were of 
Hogan 's choos ing. 

The tournament, held at the luxurious 
Arizona Athletic Club, did not deseNe 
such a nothing final. In fact hopes were 
high that Wagner would be a good 
match against Marty , based on his 
super earlier round performances . 

In the semi-finals Wagner blitzed 
Brumfield, whose effort to make it two 
tourney wins in a row fell far short . The 
flu hurt Brum, but not nearly as much as 
Wagner's fine play . 

Shooting superbly , especially off the 
back wall, Wagner bolted to an 
amazing 13-1 lead in game one as 
Brumfie ld moved lethargica lly and was 
unable to mount anything similar to an 
offense . 



Oh but how the fortunes of the 
racquetba ll wars can change . From 
17-7 , the score became 18-10, then 
18-12, after Wagner scored twice and 
Brumfield 's only serious thrust of the 
night followed . 

A kill , an ace that caught the left crack. 
a forehand error by Wagner, anothe r 
kill and two passes mad e the score 
20-18 and woke up the crowd . But 
Brumfield couldn 't stretch the run any 
further , and when Wagner rega ined the 
serve he tallied the final point on a 
Brumfield sk ip ball off a back wall set up 
w ith his forehand . 

Game two was all Wagner . After an 
early 3-3 tie, Rich ran up nine straight 
points over seven inn ings , plodd ing 
toward 21 , wh ile Brum sat on three . 
Soon it became 14-4, 17-5 and at 20-6 
Wagner went out like a winner , blasting 
an ace for the match on a drive into the 
deep left corner. 

In the top bracket Hogan surprisingly 
found his best fr iend , Ben Koltun , his 
opponent in the sem i-f inals , Koltun 
hav ing elim inated the strugg ling Davey 
Bledsoe in the quarters. 

As usual the ear ly go ing see-sawed 
with Koltun taking a 6-2 advantage, 
Hogan 8-7 , Koltun 9-8, then Hogan 
again 13-12, and as usual , for good . 

W ith Hogan it happens so quickly and 
with such precision that it bare ly hurts . 
A backhand kill made it 14-12 , an ace 
to the deep left corner was 15-12 , a soft 
re-kill with the backhand made it 16-12, 
another ace on a blistering drive to the 
left corner was 1 7-12 and a forehand 
pass down the line right was 18-12 . 
Koltun didn 't make an error and Hogan 

had the game . Wagn er shoots from beh ind Brumfi eld in thier semi-final battle . 
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Ben was able to add four more points 
by holding Marty on 20 a few times , 
until another near ace on a drive serve 
to the backhand forced a skip ball and 
the game was officially Marty's 21-16 . 

The early second game was marked 
first by aces, three by Hogan, one by 
Koltun, then by poor shooting on 
Hogan's part . As Marty kept leaving up 
his favorite forehand shot, a wide pinch 
to the right corner , Ben followed it 
around and drove it down the left line 
for winners . The result was a 1 0-4 
Koltun lead. 

Hogan began mounting pressure and 
the gallery sensed the awful Hogan 
string of points that is so deadly to 
opponents . Koltun's lead was 12-7, 
then 12-8, 13-8 and Hogan gained the 
serve . It was like the kid taking his 
thumb out of the dike. 

Two passes down the line right , a 
forehand kill cross court , a backhand 
error, a near-ace for a winner to the 
backhand , a forehand error , then a 
backhand error and an ace on a drive to 
the left, and the score was 16-13 
Hogan . Just like that the game and 
match turned around . 

Hogan came in at 16-14 and a near ace 
on a Z serve to the left was 17, an 
absolute ace on the same serve made 
18 , a backhand skip by Koltun was 19, 
a backhand cross court kill made 20 
and the match was out of reach . 

An inning later a forehand kill off the 
back wall into the right corner was the 
match 21-14 . 

The ability Hogan has to score in 
bunches was what outdid Koltun, 
whose game continues to improve with 
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each tournament. Containing Hogan is 
like trying to contain a great runn ing 
back in football ; you wait for him to 
break the long one . 

The quarter-fina ls found the 
tournament's biggest surprise , Jerry 
Zuckerman, up against Wagner. 
Zuckerman, making his first trip ever to 
the quarters of a pro tournament , had 
upset seventh ranked Jay Jones in the 
round of 16 to earn a shot at Wagner. 
And Jerry gave it a full shot. 
Playing probably one of the best 
games of his life Zuckerman amazed 
everybody by taking the first game from 
Wagner 21-16 . Zuck shot well, 
especially with his excellent forehand, 
and Wagner for sure took his opponent 
too lightly. 

"Having just topped Hilecher in the 
16's, " he said, "I was surprised to meet 
Jerry in the quarters . I guess I was 
taking him for granted. " 

Zuckerman didn 't ease up in the 
second, going for a two-straight victory . 
This match was no picnic for either 
player , with game two tied at 14-all until 
Wagner hit a streak of his own to hold a 
19-14 lead. 

"That 's where Zuckerman should have 
folded," said a brilliant observer. "But 
he didn 't." 

Instead the southpaw from St. Louis 
re-killed a Wagner shot with his 
backhand for 15-19, held Rich after a 
side out, and scored twice more on a 
forehand pass left and a forehand left 
corner kill for 17-19 and after regaining 
the serve , Wagner elected for a time 
out to think things over. 

As the match got tighter so did the 
collars. Wagner had an absolute set up 
off the back wall when play resumed 
and he hit it into the floor . But 

Koflun, wh ose ga me was "on" all week, goes for 
bottom board from deep cour t. 

Zukerman was unable to ta lly, leaving 
a kill attempt three feet high for an easy 
kill for Wagner . 

And so it went until Zuckerman finally 
scored on a pass left down the line for 
18-19 ; but that was all as Wagne r put 
him out and added one of his own 
thanks to a skip by Zuckerman . 

And when it finally came right down to 
it Zuckerman was unable to accept the 
glfts offered by Wagner , and at 20-18 a 
backhand skipped in after a good Z 
serve for a 21-18 game two win for 
Wagner . 

Wagner heated up his kill shot for the 
tie-breaker, pulling away after ties at 3 
and 4, to a 10-5 advantage , mainly on 
right corner kills with his forehand . 

All Zuckerman could do was hang on 
and finally the match was captured by 
Wagner with a backhand kil l into the left 
corner , 11-5. 

The other three games in the quarters 
found Brumfield stopping Craig 
McCoy, as he always does , this time 
with some work 20-21 , 21-12, 11-5. 

For Brumfield it was another tough day , 
although another win , as he labored to 
defeat David Fleetwood in the round of 
16 by similar scores. 

But McCoy, who probably has the most 
talent outside of Hogan in the top eight , 
still can't seem to overcome the 
Brumfield jinx . He won a thr illing first 
game , teetering on the edge of defeat 
to capture the 21-20 victory , seemingly 
enough to go on to win the match . 

But in.true Brumfield fashion the match 
is never over until the final ball skips in, 
and so it was in Tempe . With McCoy 
unable to find the range, Brum eased to 
a 21-12 second game victory and the 
match hinged on the half-game 
tie-breaker. 



Jay Jones (c enter) who anchored the television 
broadc as ts, int erviews his tw o analys ts, 

Brumfield and Jean Sause r. 

Call it exper ience, call it psych or 
whatever you cal l it, McCo y is not 
McCoy against Brumfield . In a 
tie-breake r no t particularly well played 
Brumf ield stopped his form er protege 
11-5 to move to the semi 's . 

In the upper bracket Koltun upset 
Dave y Bledsoe in the day 's first 
quarte r-fina l match 21-18 , 21 -12. 
Bledsoe is still mired in a slump that 
short ly will threa ten his number th ree 
rank. 

"I c an 't get into it, " he sa id. "My timing 
is off . I don 't think I'm sp end ing enough 
time on the court . " 

Another problem was the "on" Koltun, 
who played one of his bes t matc hes 
eve r. Shooting well , retriev ing superbly 
and forc ing many Bledsoe errors , 
Ko ltun won each game differently . 

Down 13-7 in the first he rallied late in 
the game to capture the 21 -18 
dec ision , his last four points com ing on 
an ace , two errors and a foreh and kill. 

Koltun brok e open a tight second game 
with five unanswered points in the 10th 
inning to ta ke a 12-11 lead to 17-11 , 
followed by three mor e for a 20-12 
advantage . Here it was Bledsoe erro rs 
(the last five Koltun point s came on skip 
balls) that made the ditterence . 

Hogan met Steve Serot in the 
evening 's last quarter-f inal match and 
Serot, who 's game has been steady -
if not flashy- all seas on, gave as good 
a battle against Hogan as any of the 
others . The final was 21-15 , 21-11, in a 
match that found Serot giving it a good 
effort , but as usual it was a story of too 
much firepower on Hogan's part . 

The round of 16 had some superb 
matches, as the skill leve l of the pro 
division cont inues to increase and 
expand. Four of the eight matches 
went three games, including Wagner 's 
21-2, 11-21 , 11-6 upset over Hilecher: 
Zuckerman's 21-20 , 6-21 , 11-5 
shocker over Jones ; McCoy end ing 
Steve Strandemo 's cont inu ing 
comeback dre ams 11-21 , 2 1-17 , 11-1 , 
and Brumfield hang ing on to squeeze 
by Fleetwood 11-21 , 21-20 , 11-3. 

Some first round losers , who with a 
slightly better draw could break in : 
Cha rlie Rish who took it to three with 
McC oy before bowing 11-4 in the 
tie-b reaker . Rish is a lanky hard-h itter 
with a wicked serve . J im Owen , the 
tour's newest rookie, who lost in three 
to Mike Yellen 11-6 afte r splitting 21-15 
games. And Bobb y Bolan, who gave 
Se rot a sca re before succumbing 8-21 , 
21-11, 11-4 . 

Men 's Pro (Quali fiers) : Bolan . Thomas . Dern . Ber beret . Larson . 
S. Wright, Bush, Meyers. 

(Firs t Round ): Hogan d Meyer s 2 1 ·8. 2 1-15: Mondry d Chase 
20·21 , 2 1· 17 11•7, Yellen d. Owen 15·2 1. 21-1 5. 11·6 Sc rot d 
Bolan 8·21 . 2 1-11. 11-4; Koltun d Thomas 2 1 ·9. 21 · 16. Mou ow 
d. Schmidti<e21·8. 2 1-7 .Keeleyd Dern 2 1· 18. 2 1- 13: Bledsood 
Bowes 21 ·8.2 1 ·15. H,lecher d. Berbc rct 2 1· 11. 2 1-10 . Wagner d 
Hempholl 2 1 -6. 2 1 • 16; Zuckerman d Larson 21 • 18. 2 1 · I 1. Jones 
d. Ze llman 21·5, 2 1-7, McCoy d. Rish 2 1- 10, 11·2 1. 11-4, 
Strandcmo d Wroght 2 1·5 2 1·8 : Fleetwood d Strom 2 1·20 . 
2 1•17; Brum loeld d Bush 2 1• 14, 2 1· 12. 

(Seco nd Rou nd) : Hogan d. Mondry 2 1-13, 21 •9 Sorot d Yellen 
2 1-17. 2 1·6: Koltun d Mo,row 2 1•14, 2 1-16: Bledsoe d. Keeley 
2 1•7. 2 1-10: Wagne r d Holeche r21 ·2. 11-2 1, 11·6,Zu ckermand 
Jones 2 1·20 , 6 ·2 1, 11·5: McCoy d. Strandemo 11-2 1 2 1• 17. 
11· 1. Brumheld d Fleetwoo d 11·2 1. 2 1·20, 11·3 

(Ouarl er•fln ols) : Hogan d Serot 2 I •15. 2 1 · 11: Koltun d Bledsoe 
2 1· 18, 21 · 12. Wagnor d Zuckerman 16·21. 2 1· 19, 11·5. 
Brum loeld d. McCoy 20•2 I , 21 • 12, 11 ·5. 

(Semi-fi nals) : Hogan d. Ko11un 2 1- 16. 2 1- 14, Wagnor d 
Brumhold 21-1 8. 2 1·6. 

(Fina ls ): Hogan d. Wagnor 21-11 . 2 1·6. 

NOTES OF THE TOURNAMENT .. . 

The event was televised over Regional PBS by 
KAET-TV, Channel 8 In Tem pe. Funding for the 
show was donated by USA A President Bob 
Kendler along w ith Tempe businessman Neal 
Asprea. Asprea has taken two young Phoenix 
player s. Bob Bolan and Don Thomas under his 
wing, providing sponsorship through his Twin 
Cou nty Concrete firm ... our usual thanks to Nick 
Longh urst for coordinating all efforts in that 
regard . .. the tournament was another 
combination pro tour stop and USAA Regional 
Champ ionship s. Some outstan ding play 
highlighted the amateu r divisi ons , including the 
surpris ing David Peck, El Paso , TX, who won the 
amateur Open Singles division and air fare to the 
Nat ional Cha mpionships Jun e 17-24 In 
Belleville, Ml. Loca lite Denn is Olson won the 
Senior s with a super 11-9 finish over Phil Grace ; 
Bert Mor row captured the Gold en Masters. . . 
The Junior Boys had a lot of play with a lot on the 
line • travel awards to the Nat ional Junio rs 
upcom ing this summer , and the winners were 
Beaver Wickham ( 17-and -unde r). Craig Dowd 
(15-and-under), T im Converse ( 13-and-unde r) .. 

With all the act ion go ing every wh ich way the 
Arizona Athletic Club and its great staff , along 
wi th the Arizona Racquetb all Association , could 
not have been a better host. . . The A A.C. Is a 
beautiful facility highlighted by two glass-walled 
courts, swimming pool, lounge and bar, outdoor 
tennis and basketball courts. wh irlpools. stea ms, 
saunas. massage and on and on . . .. Carl Porter, 
Jr. who become s more effic ient every time we 
see him, was at his usua l bes t, along with Ron 
and Kim Co le, David Michael and the ir ent ire 
staff. The A.A.A. with Chris Georges , Mike Grisz, 
Bill Rabe , Randy Shinn and , o f cours e, Bob 
Hurckes and Chuc k Hallock. The job couldn't 
have been done without the ir fine efforts .... 
Always nice to see old friends Woo dy Woo dman 
and Jan Th iesse n down Ariz . way .. . Seamco's 
prez . Al Mackie and his lovely wife Nancy made 
the trip, back to their forme r stomp in' grounds 
along with Rick Isaacson . . . Leach's Charlie 
Drake and Dave Arm strong also on hand 10 take 
in the action. • 
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Making 
Her 
Move 
Shannon Wright overcame her only tough hurdle, a quarter-final match with 
Peggy Steding, to capture her second straight tour win. 
In case anybody wasn 't sure Shannon 
Wr ight is back . After a series of 
disappointing show ings dur ing the first 
half of the current season the 1977 
nat ional champ ion won in the 
near-dom inating style that was 
expected of her all year . 

The tournament was the Colgate 
Pro/Am Tour stop in Tempe, AZ, where 
the Seamco /Leach co-sponsored 
event filled the huge gallery for three 
straight nights . And the star of the 
women 's show was the brash Wright , 
whose d isdain for opponents is 
overshadowed on ly by her ski ll. 

Shannon 's champ ionship match victim 
was Jennifer Harding , who seems to 
play her best when the finals are 
televised. Harding , play ing out of the 
number two seed , was pressed only 
once en route to the finals, a difficult 
three gamer over Janell Marriott in the 
semi 's. 

But the key match of the tournament 
was actually the Wright-Steding 
quarter-final encounter . Th rough a 
quirk in the NRC 's seeding method , 
Wr ight was playing out of the number 
six seed and drew number one Steding 
in the quarters. Usually a 
championship match the two ladies 
played just as if it were one . 

As she often does Wright started faster 
than Steding, using strong serves and 
toug h drives to keep Peggy in deep 
court and off balance . Steding , known 
as a slow starter , was just that, and the 
resu lt was a 21-8 first game Wr ight win . 

But the 42-year-old Steding finally 
loosened up , pr imarily on her serving. 
She tallied two quick aces early , hit a 
slow stretch and then roared home with 
a key ace at 20 to take the second 
game 21-17 . 

Wright came out shooting in the 
tie-breaker and the mini-game was 
never in doubt as Shannon 's shots in 
the clutch were there. Utilizing good Z 

serves to the forehand side, and hard 
cross court drives , Wright was the 
victor 11-2. 

The championship match under the 
television lights followed the same 
pattern in both games. The play shifted 
from one side of the court to the other 
as Wright played to Harding 's 
left-handed backhand and Harding did 
the same to Wright's backhand. 

Ties were the early case occuring at 5, 
9, 14 and 16. There Wright rolled out a 
backhand kill cross court, followed a 
few minutes later by a forehand , right 
corner kill and a V-pass left off the back 
wall. Harding responded with a time 
out , but Wright killed again a forehand 
straight in on the right for 19-16. 

Two side outs followed until a pass 
right cross court was point 20. 
Shannon then called the psychological 
time out , serving and lead ing 20-16. 
Twice Harding held , but neither time 
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was she able to dent the point total. 
Finally on her third time serving for the 
game , Wright was able to come up a 
winner on a Harding backhand error on 
a blast right back at her feet. So it was , 
21-16 Wright. 

Game two found Harding exp loding off 
the gun with a series of kills both 
forehand and backhand to take an 8-2 
lead, which she promptly relinquished . 

Two consecutive aces, a drive left and 
a Z to the right, made it 4-8 , and after a 
hinder a backhand pass down the left 
line and another drive ace to the left 
made it 6-8 and Wright was on the 
move . 

Visibly upset with herself for allowing a 
comfy lead to disintegrate Harding hit 
the nex1 two into the floor, both 
backhands, both from deep court , both 
points and a tie at 8. 

26 MAY 

Harding 's overhead from deep court - ;ust not enough win ners thts day 

Shannon continued to build on her 
momentum and wasn 't halted until she 
held a 13-8 advantage having held 
Jenn ifer scoreless for about 15 
minutes . Harding, who often plays 
better when beh ind, made a move to 
get back into the match . 

Actually Shannon aided the effort , 
hitting three straight into the dirt , 
making it 11-13 . On the ensuing serve 
Wright buried a 39 footer with her 
backhand to regain control. 

That was really the ball game. 
Shannon increased her lead to 16-11 
and the closest Jennifer got was 17-13, 
but three more unanswered points by 
Wright (two forehand kills sandwiched 
around a backhand ceiling error) made 
it 20-13 . One side out and a hinder later 
Shannon captured the $1,000 first 
place check with a backhand cross 
court pass to the right, 21-13. 

The semi-finals were of the greatest 
contrast. In the upper bracket Wright 

met Sarah Green and it was no lo 
contendre as Shannon 's power game 
was too much for the lithe Green 21-6, 
21-8. 

When Shannon is hot and her 
opponent is not , one has to expect 
scores like six and eight. Driving the 
ball superbly to both sides and serv ing 
except ionally well, Wright had 
command all the way . 

Such was not the case in the lower 
bracket where Harding had her hands 
full with Marriott , who had reached the 
semi 's with a hard-fought win over 
close friend Kathy Williams . In three 
superb games of equal intensity 
Harding emerged the winner 21-16 , 
17-21 , 11-7 . 

After splitting the two 21 pointers , 
Harding grabbed the early tie-breake r 
lead only to have Marriott make a 
concerted run midway into the game. 
Harding held her own , however , and 
finally put the match away with a 
forehand left corner kill for the 11-7 
tally . 



Outs ide of the Wr ight -Steding quarter 
Marriott and Williams had the on ly 
other thriller . Rarely do the two players 
meet each other and as they play 
simil ar styles it made for an interesting 
match . 

True to fashion they split the first two 
21- 15 for Marriott, then 21-14 for 
Williams . The tie-b reaker barely 
accomplished its job with Marriott 
hitti ng well late for an 11-9 win . 

In one of the other two quarters Green 
bested Jean Sauser , a sur prise 
quarter -f inalist who hadn 't seen much 
of this round of late. But Jean had upset 
Karin Walton in the first round to gain 
entry to the fina l eight. 

Sarah kept command throughout the 
firs t game, winning going away 21-9. 
But Sauser hung tough in the second 
and made a good match out of it 21- 18. 

In the lower bracket Harding breezed 
by Rita Hoff 21-12, 21-6 showing too 
much control for the St. Loui sian. 

Some good first rounders included Jan 
Pasternak's effort aga inst Marriott 
17-21, 21 -6, 11-8 . Pasternak, former 
two-time na tiona l champ, has had 
moments where her old form seems to 
be returning, but they 've been 
ba lanced by poor showings and some 
tough draws . 

Quali fier Diane Heims gave Green a 
scare 21 -9, 6-21 , 11-1 before Sarah 
got her game together; and as we 've 
noted the Walton-Sauser first round 
battle was a good one. 

NOTES OF THE TOURNAMENT ... 

In the Women 's Open for a trip to the Nationals at 
Sports Illus trated Court Club , Bellev ille, Ml , It 
came down to Sally Murphy aga inst He ims. and 
Murphy , who had one of the weirdest of 
tournaments , took the match 21 -17, 21-15 . Sally 
lost to Lau ra Martino In an attempt to qualify In the 
pro d ivision, then came back and defeated both 
Martino and He ims , who also qualif ied in the 
pros . Looks like Sa lly wanted the trip to the 
Nat ionals more than her name in a pro box score 

. In the Girls Juniors 17-and-under Miche le 
Busaca was the winner . Lynn Wojc ik took the 
G irls 14-and -under . • 

Mar riott contemp lates the wh ims of Ide dur ing 
a break ,n her semi-fina l batt le w ith Hard ing . 

Women 's Pro (Oua ll llcrs) : Schmld1. G reer , Hc ,ms, Martino 

(Firsl Round) : Slod,ng d Mart.,o 21-6 , 2 1· 11 W ught d 
McDonald 21 -11, 21-8 , Sau ser d Walton 2 1·20, 8-2 1, 11·5 . 
Green d He ims 2 1-9. 6 -2 1, 11-1 Mamo n d Pas1cmak 17-2 1, 
2 1-6. 11-8 ,w, 11,amsd Schm,d121-12. 2 1-8 . Ho ll d Caro w 2 1- t3 
21 •7, Hardmg d Greer 21-6 . 21- 18 

(Ouart er-ll no ls) · Wrig ht d Stcd ,ng 2 1 •8 , 17•2 1, 11 ·2 . Green d 
Sauser 21 ·9 . 2 1- 18 Mamon d w ,11,ams 2 1-15, 14•2 1, 11·9 , 
Haro ,ng d Holl 2 1-12, 2 1·6 

(Semi-f inals) : Wrigh t d Green 21 ·6, 2 1-8 , Hordmg d Marr.,11 
2 1· 16, 17-2 1, 11•7 

(Flnols) : Wr ight d Hord•ng 2 1-16, 2 1· 13 
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Instructional 

The Forehand, Part One 
by Steve Strandemo 

From The Racquetball Book by Steve Strandemo with Bill Bruns . Copyr ight 
't.11977 by Steve Strandemo and Bill Bruns . Reprinted by permission of Pocket 
Books, a Simon & Schuster Divis ion of Gulf & Wes tern Corporation . 

Good court coverage can take you a 
long way in this game - but only if you 
have sound, fundamental strokes that 
produc e the accurate shots you need 
to gain and maintain center -court 
positioning . 

The Forehand Grip The Grip 

I'll start with the forehand, since it's the 
single most important stroke in the 
game . Not only can you play about 
two -thirds of the court with the 
forehand , but th is is also the same 
basic stroke you use for your most 
common serves, the low drive and the 
Z. The forehand is such a "confidence " 
stroke for nearly all players that many 
professiona ls even run around their 
strong backhand in order to hit a 
forehand just three or four feet from the 
left wall . 

The wrist snap is the single most 
cruc ial element in groov ing a forehand 
that del ivers both power and accuracy . 
In tact the only way to generate any real 
veloc ity on your shots is to snap your 
wrist forcibly into the ball at impact . As 
strong as you may be if you try to play 
with a fixed -wrist swing , like in tennis , 
you 'll end up punching the ball weak ly 
to the front wall. Th is may give you 
good control, but your shots will lack 
the sting to make you a threat against 
better players . 
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This shows the proper grip , with the "V" formed 
by your thumb and mdex finger comfortably on 

top of the racquet handle . 

The racque tball racque t is so much 
shorter and lighter than a tennis 
racquet that you may feel the grip you 
use is unimportant. But if you don 't 
have a proper grip , you will have to 
make subtle adjustments in your swing 
in order to have the racquet face 
ve rtica l at impact. These 
"adjustments " lead to incons istent 
shots . 

Like most instructors , I advocate 
"shaking hands " with the racq uet 
hand le as you grasp hold, so that the 
" V" formed by the thumb and index 
finger is directly on top of the racquet 
handle. The racquet is small , but don 't 
hold it like a club ; have the index finger 
sl ightly exte nded. Main tain a fairly 
relaxed gri p until just before impact , 
then tighten the fingers to ensure a 
solid hit. Holding a constant dea th grip 
on the racquet th roughout every sw ing 
will lead to extreme fatigue in your 
forearm muscles and the chance of a 
strained hitting arm. 

This is the grip as seen from below , with the 
thumb rest ing against the midd le fmger , and the 

index finger slightly extended 



The gr ip ,s held too deep in the palm and too far 
down on the racquet . You lose some control of 
the face of the racquet . 

I ' 

The grip is held too high on the racquet. Choking 
up like this minimizes the amount of power that 
you can generat e with the racquet . 

An Overview of the Ideal Swing 

Ideally you want to reach the ball in 
time to set up properly and stride into 
the ball with a full-body swing. Because 
this is the stroke you want to bu ild your 
game around, I'll discuss it first. But , 
eventually , as you try to maintain 
center-court posit ioning, the pace of 
the game will often force you to hit from 
an open stance with a shortened, but 
still forceful , swing . This ··reflex" stroke 
is equally important in good racq uetbal l 
and will be descr ibed later . 

First let's assume that your opponent's 
shot is going to allow you to take a full 
swing. When you reach your hitting 

The Full-Body Forehand Swing 

"· 

The hitter has his racquet pulled back with his 
wrist fully cocked . His left arm is comfortably in 
front of his body, his knees are slightly bent and 
his back is fairly stra ight. 

location (with your racquet at about 
chest level} , quickly put your racquet 
up into a set position at around head 
height, or slightly above, with the wrist 
cocked. Have your body turned so that 
your non-hitting shoulder is facing the 
front wall. 

You must rely on experience to help 
you sense when to actually stride into 
the ball and when to start the 
downward motion of your hitting 
shoulder and racquet arm. But don't let 
these movements occur 
simultaneously or you will lose 
considerab le power. You first want to 
step out about 12 to 20 inches and 
transfer your weight to this front leg. 

The hitter strides into the ball, then dips his 
hitting shoulder slightly to help lower the 
racquet . The right knee is starting to bend 
extens ivey and the left arm is starting to pull the 
body through the swing . 
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Leave your racquet up in its cocked 
posit ion, for it must come through last 
in your stroking sequence. 

Have your hitting shoulder and arm 
actually start down as you dr ive 
forward with your front thigh and uncoil 
w ith both hips into the ball. Bend your 
bacl< knee and drop your hitting 
shoulder so that you can tuck the elbow 
in close to the body . Then pull through 
with your forearm while the wrist 
remains laid back , the racquet 
basically pointing to the back wall. 

Just before impact off the front foot 
snap that wrist forward , and the 
racquet will come ripping through to 

The racquet is laid back and the wrist ,s still fully 
cocked just before contact . The right arm is bent 
at the elbow and tuck ed c lose to th e right side of 
the body, while the leg s are generating power . 
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make contact. Let your wrist snap 
through completely and have the 
racquet remain at about waist level 
unti l safely after impact. Remember 
you want the ball to travel into the front 
wall on the same height , or lower, than 
it arrived, and this requ ires a flat , or 
level , follow thro ugh . The racquet will 
then come up naturally by your left ear . 

Strive to maintain good body balance 
at the completion of your stroke so that 
you are ready to break in any direction 
for your opponent's nex t shot. Ideally 
you want to have a nice flowing motion 
from stroke to stroke . 

r ...... 
::::, , 

Contact is made off the front foot, with the 
racquet face vertical at impact and traveling on a 
straight line mto the ball . Notice the extensiv e 
bending of the legs, and how the player's eyes 
are focused on the point of impact. 

Important Elements of the Swing 

Follow ing is a more detailed look at key 
elements in your forehand swing . You 
might find it he lpful to take out your 
racquet , get in front of a mirror and go 
through the motions I'm descr ibing . 
Check your body positions at different 
stages of the swing and start working 
on these correc t "feelings .. now -
before you even go back to the court. 

Lower Body Movements 

By failing to use your lower body 
properly - the hips , the knees and the 
th ighs - you create two prob lems for 
yourself. First you place excess 
pressure on your hitting should er and 
arm to produce the velocity you want 
on your shots . This strain can result in a 

The wrist has snapped through the ball and the 
left arm has be en thrown out of the way to g ive 
the racquet full clearance on the follow -through. 
The body stays low and the leg s remain bent 
until the swing has been completed . 



sore shou lder and/or a sore elbow . 
Second you have less consistency in 
driv ing the ball low into the front wal l. 

Here, then , are some thoughts about 
your lower body movements : 
• When you can take a good, healthy 
stride into the ball , you form a so lid 
base of support on the fro nt leg. And by 
thrusting off this thigh as you stroke the 
bal l, you generate consider able power . 
• As the front thigh pushes forward , 
the back knee should start to bend . 
Th is helps lower your upper body so 
that the racquet can come through the 
ball on as flat an angle , or plane , as 
poss ible . 

The racquet is pulled up behind the left side of 
the head on the follow -through . and the wrist has 
been fully snapped . Notice that the body has 
retained good balance throughout the sw ing . 

Seen from behind , notice how the right arm should be bent at the elbow as you dr ive into the 
ball, and how the elbow is tucked in close to the body . This enables the racquet to remain 
cocked until the last instant before impact , and you can approach the ball on a low, flat plane. 

--
..,_/Jl 
~ 
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Wrist Action on the Forehand 

In the sequence : (1) the racquet is laid back and 
the wrist is fully cocked ; (2) the wrist is sta rting to 
extend and the racquet is coming into the ball ; 
(3) contact is made off the front foot; (4) the wrist f 

1s still brea king as the racquet has snapped 
through the ball ; (5) the wrist has snapped fully. 

• Meanwhile you r hips should be 
pivoting around to deliver their power . 
For imagery purposes you're actually 
driving your right buttock into the shot. 

Getting Low to the Ball 

To play this game right you want to 
drive the ball as low and on as straight a 
line as possible into the front wall . This 
means you must lower your hitting arm 
in such a way that the racquet can drive 
through the ball flat, on the same level 
as your wrist or slightly lower . 

Moving to the ball with your legs 
already comfortably bent , and then 

Hip Rotation on the Forehand 
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staying low with the body, is the most 
effic ient way of sett ing up for low-d rive 
and kill-shot attempts. But most people 
find it too difficu lt to use their knees this 
much ; play is so continuous tha t it 
takes strong , youthful legs and good 
agility to keep scurry ing about the court 
in a low position . 

Fortunately , however , you can 
compensate on most balls by 
mastering your upper body 
movements and bend ing at the waist. If 
you drop you r hitting shou lder as you 
start your swing, and tuck you r elbow in 
about four or five inches from your side , 
you enable the racquet to come 

I; 

This sequence shows the powerful rotation of 
the hip s that you seek on your forehand swing . 
Notice in the tw o p ictures how the left hip 
"opens up ·· while the right hip thrusts powerfully 
into the ball . 

through low and flat. It has a nice range 
over wh ich to contact the ball and drive 
it low into the front wal l. 

However if you try to play with stiff legs 
and no bending at the wa ist, you must 
swing down at the ball on such an angle 
that you have only a tiny area in wh ich 
to contact the ball properly . If your 
timing is sl ightly off , the ball will either 
go into the floor for a "sk ip " or high into 
the front wall . 

The Non-Hitting Arm 

Most peop le don 't know wha t to do with 
their "other " arm. Through instinct or 
from thei r own exper ience in tenn is, it 
o ften gets in the way and can limit the 
freedom of the ir swing . The problem 
often starts with the left hand . If you 're 
in the habit of touching this hand to your 
racquet handle as you take the racque t 
up into its set posi tion, that's like 
touching home plate every time. It 
keeps you from pull ing the racquet up 
as quickly as you want , and as far back 
as you should. You 'll end up punch ing 
at the ball rather than taking a full-body 
swing. 

By keep ing your left hand off the 
racquet you make it easier to keep the 
arm itse lf from getting too close to the 
body. Study the pictures here to notice 
how the arm should be pulled back out 
of the way as you take your swing . 
Then make sure you consciou sly 
check yourse lf during a match and as 
you practice. 

The Racquet Arm and Wrist 

In tennis, you might pay $20 an hour to 
a pro who tells you repeatedly , " Hit with 
a fixed wrist ." That kind of advice is 
deadly in racquetbal l. You want to use 
all the wrist action you can get on your 
basic forehand stroke ; when you take 
an imaginary swing, there should be a 
"whooshing " sound by the racquet 
strings in the impact area. 



Stand in front of a mirror for three other 
crucial checkpo ints : (1) Is the wrist 
cocked as you hold it in a set position 
behind your head? (2) Is it stil laid back 
and cocked just before impact and 
ready to deliver an explosive snap? (3) 
Is the elbow bent and tucked in close 
enough to your body so that the 
forearm , the bicep and the shoulder 
can all uncoil at the ball? 

If your hitting arm is as straight as a 
tenn is swing, it will prevent you from 
snapping the wrist properly. You must 
bend the elbow, and have the wrist 
cocked back as you come into the bal l. 
Then snap that wr ist forward at impact. 

Contacting the Ball 

If you have time , and you can still 
maintain a good center-court position, 
let the ball drop as low as you can 
before you hit it. The closer the ball is to 
the floor when you make contact, the 
easier it is to keep it low on the front 
wall-prov iding, of course, you swing 
properly . But always remem ber, if 
you 're going to play center-court 
racquetball , you must learn to hit the 
ball at the height it comes to you, waist 
high or below . Except on obv ious 
'"plum " balls , you won 't have the luxury 
to maneuver yourself so that the ball 
always bounces nice and low around 
calf level. If you try to play this way , 
then you 're letting the ball play you. 

Meanwhile try to watch the ball make 
contact with the strings . Th is kind of 
focusing helps keep your head down 
through impact, and thus ensures a 
more solid hit and better accura cy . 
When you get too eager to see where 
the ball is going, you tend to lift your 
head up at impact, wh ich in turn pulls 
your racquet up too soon . 

The Fol/ow-Through 

Not only do you want to get down to the 
ball at contact, but you want to stay 
down until your stroke is completed . 
Don 't abruptly pull up, also worrying 
about your opponent's shot. Tell 
yourself, "Hit and stay down ," so that 
you drive the ball low with a 
follow-through that is complete and 
forceful. • 
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Instructional 

Back Wall Woes 
By Terry Fancher 

Editor's Note: This article is exerpted from 40 Common Errors in 
Racquetball, and how to correct them, by Terry Fancher and Arthur Shay, 
soon to be published. 

-
.._/ 

Fig . 1 r· 

Fig . 2 

• . •' 
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Many players tend to regard the back 
wall as an enemy instead of 
racquetballer 's best friend . Beginning 
players often rush to hit the ball before 
it can rebound ott the back wa ll. Or 
even after lett ing the ball hit the back 
wall they lose that essential sideways 
stance and end up hitting the ball (if 
indeed they do) light ly , with the body 
erroneously parallel to the front and 
back walls . Often they make the 
additional mistake of letting the ball 
crowd their body , resulting in an 
awkward swing (Figures 1-3). 



A more exper ienced player will time the 
ball so that he sw ings his body into 
proper hitting position as the ball 
comes into range . The point is to keep 
the ball at a proper distance so that it 
doesn 't crowd your shot (Figures 4-6 ). 

The real trick is to face sideways 
(forehand or backhand, it's still 
sideways) and leave enough room for a 

-.. -

} . ' --

Fig. 5 

Fig . 6 
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fu ll swing. This is often one of those 
racque tba ll s ituati ons in which the re is 
more time to get set than you think. 

Pract ice th is shot by bouncing the ba ll 
so that it stri kes the floor then back wall 
(Fig ure 7). As the ba ll rebounds off the 
back wa ll, use the fun damen tally 
co rrect sw ing as shown in Figures 4 -6 . 

Racquetba ll is a kind of instant chess , 
in wh ich the time limit on dec isions runs 
out every few seco nds . 

One of the decis ions tha t's tough to 
make quick ly is whether to take the ba ll 
in deep court or to let it hit the back wa ll 
and play it as it comes off. A wro ng 

Fig. 8 



Fig . 9 
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decision results in a poor shot , often an 
uncoordinated "push " instead of a 
st roke. 

If the player does not stop his retreat to 
the back wall in time to allow for the ball 
to rebound to him, the ball wi ll rebound 
in front of him almost out of reach and 
prevent an offensive, if any, return to 
the front wal l (Figures 8-10 ). 

Each instant dec is ion must be based 
on whether or not you can get a good, 
full swing as you hit the ba ll. Th is ser ies 
of dec isions may be practiced by 
flipp ing the ball beh ind you to the wall 
and hitting a series of forehand or 
backhand returns , wh ichever body 
pos ition is eas ier for you to assume 
unde r the stress of a fast shot. 

When the player follows the ball to the 
back wall and allows for a rebound 
depending on the speed of the ba ll, he 
has amp le time and space to execute 
an offens ive back wall shot (Figures 
4-6) . e 
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Instructional 

Being Where You Should Be 
When You Should Be 
by Mike Yellen 

Mike Yellen is currently number 10 on 
the men's NRC pro circuit. 

• 

Position is one of the most important 
aspects of any game , whether it's at the 
professional or amateur level. 

That's true in football, basketball , 
tennis - you name the game . 

But it's especially true in racquetba ll. 

You 'll win more - and have more 
fun - if you 're in the right place at the 
right time. 

If you 're in the proper court posit ion, 
you can : 
(1) Execute your game plan . 
(2) Be ready to re-kill your opponent's 
shot. 
(3) Eliminate unnecessary steps and 
fatigue . 
(4) Reach more pass ing shots. 
(5) Take offensive opportunities and 
higher percentage shots . 
And (6 - a special note to C players) 
score points with less-than-perfect 
shots. If you can get your opponent 
behind you , your kills don't have to be 
roll-outs . Any low shot will be tough to 
reach. 

Does all that sound good to you? 

Then start thinking "center court. " 

Get back there immediately after 
you 've hit a shot. Don't stand in the 
back of the court . Don 't stand against 

' the side walls . Try hard to do what the 
pros do: Get to the middle of the court 
and be ready . Mike Yellen shows how he seNes, then moves 

rapidly to proper position , with his body at a 
diagonal, watching his opponent . 

38 MAY 

Best Angles to Back Corners 

On the serve I recommend that you 
stand at the center of the service zone . 
This allows the best ang les to both 
back corners and opens the most 
opt ions as you choose where you 
serve the ball. 

Immediately after the serve back up a 
couple of steps behind the short line. 
Many C players back up too far , others 
stay right where they are . 

If you 've served to the left , you should 
await the return a coup le of steps 
behind the short line and maybe one 
step toward the left wall. 

If you 've served to the right, you 'll want 
to move a step that way. (See figure A). 
Get to the appropria te "X" quickly . 
From that court posit ion you'll be ready 

(Front Wall) 

* * 

Figure A Posit ions After SeNe 



to do the six things I've already 
men tioned . In other wor ds you 'll be 
ready to wi n. 

But here 's an impo rtant point: Angle 
your body , with your toes along an 
ima ginary line. (See figure B.) Let's say 
yo u have just serv ed into the left back 
corner . Angle your body to the left , so 
you r toes are poin ting at the left front 
corne r. Th en just turn your head 
slightly toward your opponent. 

If you 're watc hing as tha t oppo nent 
sets up and begins to swing, you can 
more easily antici pate his shot and 

I 
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Figure B Imaginary Diagonal 

react to it rapidly . (See photo.) If you 're 
facing straight toward the front wall, 
you get flat footed and upright and 
you 'll soon be rece iving instead of 
serving aga in. 

Watch the ball, watch your opponent's 
feet and body, then genera lize where 
the ball will be going . Start moving AS 
he swings . You may be surprised at 
how many balls yo u rea lly can reach. 

CA UTION : Don 't stand right in front of 
your oppon ent. You'll eithe r get hit with 
the ba ll or called for an avoidable 
hinder . 

Center co urt positi on is rea lly a circular 
area, not spe cifica lly defined in size . 
But it's gene rally a couple of steps 
behind the short line , and a step or so to 
the side that the ball is on. (See figure 
C. ) 

Figure C Center Court Position 

W hen return ing the serve start in the, 
center of the court at the rea r, abou t an 
arm's length from the back wall. From 
this position (See figure D), you 'll be 
able to cover either side of the cou rt 
and you 'll cut down the chan ces of 
being aced . 

The goa l of the receiver is to ach ieve 
the position the serv er held. To do th is 
you 'll use a ceil ing ball or passing sho t 

* Figure D Position When Waiting 
To Return Drive 
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to force the seNer out. Then you move 
in. You've just switched spots - and 
you've gained the advantage. 

Figures E, F and G show you what 
happens when the seNer hits to the 
left, and you return a ceiling ball along 
the left wall. 

s 

R 

Figure E Serve 
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Figure F Return-Ceiling Ball 
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Figure G The Switch Is Made 

IN and OUT 

Wh ile you want to keep yourself IN 
center court position , you want to keep 
your shots OUT of center court . 
(1) If the ball passes through center 
court, it dr ives you away . You must 
move to avoid being hit either by your 
own shot or by your opponent. 
(2) A shot through center court gives 
your opponent the best and easiest 
opportunity to hit the ball , instead of 
forc ing him to run for it. 
(3) You GIVE your opponent the center 
court position he wants without his 
earning i~. 

So kill the ball , hit a pass down the line 
or cross-court , or hit a ceiling shot. But 
work hard at keeping your shots out of 
the middle of the court . And remember, 
keep your body on that imaginary line 
as you await your opponent's shot -
whether it's on the serve or dur ing a 
long rally . It's the safest way to play . 
You'll be able to watch the ball and your 
opponent at the same time , so neither 
will come crashing into you from 
behind. 

At the club I play at in Michigan I see 
lots of people get hit in the back of the 
head with the racquet , simply because 
they're watching the front wall instead 
of their opponent. Many players 
surrender the advantage of 
anticipation by rushing to center court 
with their eyes straight ahead. 

Adjust that diagonal body position no 
matter where you are on the court. 

And every time you hit the ball, get back 
to the circular center court position 
quickly. 

From there you'll only have to move a 
few steps to reach most shots. From 
the back of the court it can be a long run 
to continue the rally . 

Would you rather run 5 feet or 
38 feet? • 
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Instructional 

APRO teaches ... Warmup 
Author Chuck Wurzer is a member of APRO, the American Professional 
Racquetball Organizat ion, which shares its teaching tips with readers of 
National Racquetball. 

Being a former physical director of a 
YMCA and hav ing competed in many 
sports such as football , hockey , 
box ing, basketball and baseball I know 
personally how important it is to warm 
up before playing racquetball. 

As a professional , teaching at the Four 
Walls Court in Buffalo , NY, I have even 
added the importance of the warm up to 
my teach ing program . I start off by 
telling my class that they should never 
start a game until they 've prepared 
their bodies for vigorous exercise. 

All teachers of racquetball should 
emphasize in the beginning lessons of 
all the ir programs that the correct 
warmup exerc ises are important. I 
have found that many teachers skip 
over this essent ial part of racquetba ll. 
Even the most profess ional athlete 
must warm up for racquetball. I once 
knew a tennis professional in perfect 
shape who just walked out on the 
racquetball court thinki ng he would 
naturally play the game . He did play 
exceptionally wel l, but the next day his 
arm and shoulder were pract ically 
para lyzed from all those ceili ng and kill 
shots . Different muscles are used for 

different sports and should be 
accentuated in certain warmup 
exercises . 

All too many times when I am calle d on 
a court because of a bad injury to a 
muscle or ligament, I have found it to be 
the result of not warming up befo re 
starting to play . We must all remember 
racquetball is like any other sport. You 
never see a football, basketball, 
baseball or hockey team start their 
sport without the players warming up to 
prepare the body for play . 

Of course the question is always 
asked, ··How can we warm up before 
playing?" I explain to the class that 
there are primarily three ways : 
Volley on the court with only one 
other playe r before you begin to play. 
Never try to volley with more than two 
players because you don 't have 
eno ugh cha nces to hit the ball. 
Do a stretching exercise befo re 
going on the court . 
Loosen up before going ou t on the 
court . One way is to pump the legs on a 
stationary bike or other exercise 
equipment. 

Reme mber the simple safe ty rule 
PREPARE THE BOD Y TO PREVEN T 
INJURY. • 
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The Aiav Rac11ueteers 
They drive opponents 

right up the wall. 
From our Spoiler , the largest legal racquetball 

racquet , down to the Vendetta , the lightest 
around , Ajays are murder on the court, but not on 

your pocketbook. 
The Ajay lineup inc ludes 10 mode ls , 6 head 

shapes. And when it comes to value , they 
run the othe rs off the court. See them at your 

sport ing goods dealer or department. 
Gangbusters! 

THE LINEUP 
SPOILER - Top gunner ! Largest lega l sized 
racquet, yet lighter than most convent ionals 
(265 grams) . Oversized rectangle . 

ENFORCER-P lays with author ity ! A light­
we ight (255 grams) that hits like a heavy­
weight. Rectang le. 

• 357-Sne aky! New angular design for low 
balls close to wall . 

BULLET-Right on target! A new elongated 
teardrop sweet spot. 

AVENGER-Great follow through ! Comes in 
three colors with popular elongated rectangle 
shape . 

EXCALIBER-Very sharp! Color­
coordinated tournament nylon strings, 
aluminum frame in rectangula r shape. 

VENDETTA-Strong finisher! Lightest 
weight you can buy, yet a heavy hitter. 
Teardrop . 

.HUSTLER-Gets the job done ! Compos i­
tion rectangle frame. 

CM300-Money player! Probably the best 
value you can buy. Teardrop . 

DIGGER-Unbreakable ! Great for 
beginners . ABS rectangle frame . 

GOLF CARTS. CLUBS , BAGS & ACCESSORIES 
• BOWLING BAGS & ACCESSORIES • BILLIARD CUES , 

BALLS & ACCESSOR IES • TENNIS BAGS & ACCESSOR IES 
• RACQUETBALL RACQUETS & ACCESSO RIES 

Ajay Sports , 1501 E. Wisconsin , Delavan , WI 53115 





Court Club Fun For Those 
Too Young to Play 
Doing Your Bit for a Better Nursery 
by Mary Jane Bezark 

This is the second of two stories on 
how to make children as happy in 
the court club nursery as you -their 
parents - are on the court. 

You 've checked out a nursery and a 
racquetball court and know it's safe 
and has good basic equipment. 
You've seen the supervisor is warm 
and savvy about kids . 

Now what? 
The child care experts we asked 
agreed that the best way to start a 
small youngster at a nursery is to 
stay with him the first time or two 
he 's there . "Children can get off on 
the right foot and have a really good 
experience at this kind of playroom 
or they can get a bum start and be 
miserable ," says Wendy Born , a 
pre -school curriculum specialist for 
New York State . 

"A mother needs to be patient at the 
beginning . If she dashes away and 
leaves her child the first day that 
child is not going to feel very food 
about joining the group from then 
on ." 

Your child knows what you 're up to when 

Linda Blumberg , a High land Park , 
IL, psychiatric social worker and 
nursery school consultant , says that 
in the case of a child three years old 
or under "I would plan to stay with 
him at the nursery a couple of times, 
about 20 minutes each and 
preferably both in one week , before 
I left him there . 

"Small children don 't have much 
experience to fall back on when 
they have to deal with strange 
places and people, and they don 't 
even entirely understand that they 'll 
be going home after a while . By 
being on deck the mother can act 
as a kind of bridge to help her ch ild 
establish rapport with the person in 
charge . 

''Then too, while she's there and the 
child feels confident, he or she can 
explore the nursery and start to get 
a sense that this is his territory and 
it's a good place to be ." 

you show her the court and let her try the game . 

Dick Shay photos modeled by Sally Edwards 
and her daughter, Magg ie, at Forest Grove 
Racquet and Swim Club , Palat ine, IL 



Step by Step into the Nursery 
Lucinda Katz is an assistant 
professor of early childhood 
development at the University of 
Illinois Chicago Circle Campus , a 
racquetball player and mother of a 
three-month -o ld daughter . She 
suggests a slightly different pattern 
of visits. " When I play I spend an 
hour on the court and half an hour 
changing . So if my daughter hadn 't 
had much experience with 
separation and a care giver , I'd 
bring her to the nursery for about 90 
minutes her first day and stay with 
her the whole time . 

''The next time I'd play a game , but 
I'd ma ke sure I got back to her in 45 
minutes, and I'd arrange for the 
care giver to call me if my child got 
really upset. 

'·My partner would certainly 
understand ; after all I'm not going to 
give her much of a game if I'm 
worried . " 

Another way you can help your 
youngster is to show him - both 
when you visit and the first time you 
play - where the courts are and 
what you'll be doing wh ile he 's in the 
nursery . As Blumberg says that's 
necessary because, "Until he 's 
three years or more a child doesn 't 
really understand that when his 
mother 's not with him she con tinues 
to exist somewhere else and hasn 't 
just evaporated ." 

You can also ask the nursery 
supervisor to bring your child to see 
you at the court if he seems upset. 

But what if the supervisor doesn't 
have a back -up person who can 
take over so she can leave the 
nursery even briefly? What can you 
do about that? And what can you do 
if the nurs ery begins to have more 
children than the maximum (five to 
eig ht) which most experts think one 
person can care for? 

The solution for you might well be 
one that's being used at Racquetfun 
in Huntington Beach .CA. Mothers 
there take turns acting as the 
superv isor 's aides , and in exchange 
they get free court time. 

Filling the Gap 

Some nurseries may have all the 
basics but not much var iety in the 
play materials department. Luckily 
that's a gap you and some of the 
other mothers can fill with no-cost 
items . 

There are, for example, lots of what 
Born calls, "scrounge-type art 
supplies " that the chi ldren can use 
for making paste collages . You can 
get wallpaper scraps from a paint 
store, scraps of fur from a furrier and 
bits of cloth and lengths of yarn from 
home . For a firm surface to paste 
their creations on the children can 
use styrofoam meat trays. 

You can stock a dress-up corner 

Beans shaken ,n an empty ball can Bring along some fur. glue and Styrofoam meat trays. 
prov ide background music . 



Old clothes can stock a dress -up corner . 

with old clothes, but Born advises 
"Instead of using Mommy and 
Daddy 's castoffs that little children 
usually trip over , try older borthers ' 
and sisters' outgrown things. " And 
a collection of old hats is always 
popular with preschoolers, so ask 
you r friends to add their fedoras and 
caps to those you pull from your 
storage closest. 

Not quite free , but almost , is 
homemade play dough . A large 
supply will last at least a couple of 
weeks if you keep it in an airtight 
conta iner . (You'll need 4 cups of 
flour, 4 cups of water tinted with food 
coloring, 2 cups of salt , 4 
tablespoons of vegetab le oil and 4 
teaspoons of cream of tartar . Mix all 
ingredients, and colored water and 
cook over a med ium heat unti l a ball 
forms . Knead wh ile cooling .) 

For drawing paper try a newspaper 
office . Katz says they often have 

odd rolls of newsprint and wi ll give 
them away to anyone who needs 
then and will pick them up . 

To get a supply of musica l 
instruments that are idea l for young 
children save your empty 
racquetball cans . Part ially filled with 
dry beans they make perfect Indian 
rhythm shakers . 

Volunteer s trade nursery help for co urt time. 



Go die o an is 
Coach and Mom to two 
Racquetball Champions 
by Jean Sauser 

Goldie Hog an 

Lind a Hoga n has rwo family coaches - her 
m other and her brother. Marry. 

What's the secret of raising your 
children successf ully in racquetball? 
Goldie Hogan seems to know. She 
is the mother of not one, but two 
racquetball champions . In fact the 
Hogan name is fast becom ing 
synonomous with championship 
racquetball. 

Marty Hogan is currently the 
reigning king of the NRC Men 's 
Professional Racquetball tour . The 
19-year-old number one seed is by 
most standards considered to be the 
best racquetball player in the world. 

Following rapidly in Marty 's 
footsteps is younger sister Linda. 
The ninth grader at West Ladue 
Junior High is the National Junior 
Champion, Girls 14 and under . 

The story of Linda 's and Marty 's 
succe ss in racquetball is really the 
story of a loving and devoted mother 
raising her children in sports as well 
as life . In fact it was Goldie Hogan's 
original enthus iasm that led to 
Marty 's and Linda 's introduction to 
the spo rt. 

"I worked at the St. Louis Jewish 
Community Center and I started 
playing racquetball ," Goldie 
remembers . "I taught myself . That 
was 12 years ago. I got motivated 
and started getting Marty into it. He 
liked i t and he just liked the idea of 
getting out on that court and 
playing ." 

Goldie and Marty played racquetball 
togeth er in those early years and at 
that time eight-year -old Marty's 
number one ambition was to be ab le 
to beat his mother . 

" When I beat him , .. Go ldie smi les as 
she recalls , "he would say , 'That's it 
mom , I don·t want to play anymore, 
I'm tired . · " 

During these early years Goldie 
simply wanted her children playing 
racquetb all because it al lowed her 
to keep an eye on them while she 
was working at the JCC . 

"I always felt good about working at 
the center because I could watch 
my kids while they were growing 
up ." 

Although Goldie had been 
competing in various racquetball 
tournaments in their home town of 
St. Lou is, Marty 's beginning in 
competition came a little later, when 
he approached his mother with the 
idea of playing the Nationals in 
1969. 

" The Nationals were being held at 
our Jewish Community Center , " 
Goldie recalls. "Marty came to me 
and said, 'Mom , I'd like to play the 
Nationals.' "I said, 'What!' half 
kidding half serious, ·that's a lot of 
money, a $25 entry fee, ' He earned 
the money shovelling snow , and 
entered . This is how he began ... 

Her word Isn't Law 

Most racquetball parents would love 
to be in Goldie Hogan 's place right 
now, and they could probably use 
advice from her in the art of being a 
good racquetba ll parent. When 
asked to give advice , though, Goldie 
is almost hesitant , She is careful to 
explain that her philosophy of 
raising children on and off the 
racquetball court is not universal law 
for all parents to religiously follow. 

In describing life with Linda and 
Marty Goldie constantly uses the 
word ··motivation ". She clearly feels 
that when she successfully 
concentrates her energy on 
motivating her children to play, they 
usually play well. 

"I am not a pusher, I'm a motivator, .. 
mother Hogan emphasizes . 
"Playing the spor t myself helps. I 
know how it is, I know there is an up 
and down time . With Marty, in his 
years of growing up, I never had to 
push but I never let him sway out of 
racquetball. Whenever I wanted 
Marty and Linda to practice I'd say, 
·come on kids, let's go play .· ·· 
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An often-repeated pleasure for Goldie Hogan : sharing a victory glow with her son, 
Marty, along with accolades from USRA president Bob Kend/er (/.) and Joe Ardito . 

. r r 

Goldie's voice has an 
understanding tone as she 
describes the times when her 
children didn 't want to play or 
practice racquetball. 

"A couple of times Unda had plans 
with her friends or wanted to do 
something else and I said , 'Come 
on, let's go play racquetball . · .. · No 
Mom, ' she said '/ don't want to . · " 
"Most of the time when she didn 't 
want to play, we didn't play ." 

Goldie readily admits that it is 
tempting to push Linda into playing 
racquetball more than she already 
does because of Marty's success 
and because the sport is reaching 
prominence so rapidly . 

"ft would be a waste for her not to 
play , " she says concerning Linda's 
racquetball future . "Her ability is the 
same as Marty 's. I see her court 

I 

sense along with her confidence 
building and I would like to see her 
succeed. " 

Resisting the temptation to push too 
hard Goldie continues to "motivate" , 
as she puts it, her two young 
racquetball stars on and off the pro 
tour . 

Numerous times she has been 
approached by racquetball parents 
who want her to work some kind of 
magic into their own children, 
turning them into the next Marty or 
Linda Hogan. 

They Want a Son Like Her Son 

"I've had comments made to me like , '/ 
want you to see my son and tell me 
what you think about him .' " Goldie 
sighs . " What they really want to know 
is, if they gave me their son, could I 
make him another Hogan . " 

How does she handle requests from 
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other parents to transform their 
children into Hogan potentials? 

"I handle it in a gracious kind of 
way , " she explains . "I say , 'Well , I 
don 't know about that , it all depends 
on him .'" 

Goldie Hogan does teach 
racquetball but avoids commitment 
that would drain her energy away from 
her children. 

"I'm a racquetball instructor . Also I 
work out games for handball , 
racquetball and squash players . This 
is my job . I'll give racquetball lessons 
at my convenience. At the present 
time , however , I want to put my major 
efforts into my children ." 

Besides having the ability to 
motivate her children , Goldie cla ims 
that there are other ingredients that 
help her remain a successful 
racquetball parent and coach . 
These ingredients consist of her 
own love for, enthusiasm about and 
participation in the game of 
racquetball . 

In fact any tournament that Goldie , 
Marty and Linda attend can be 
assured of at least three entry fees. 
Marty, of course , will be entered in 
the Men's Pro division , Linda will 
play the Women's Open and Pro 
divisions. Goldie herself can alw ays 
be counted on to enter at least one 
women's event. 

When not on tour , Goldie , who 's 
divorced, lives with Linda in the St. 
Louis suburb of Olivette . Marty 
attends college in San Diego on 
scholarship courtesy of his sponsor, 
Leach Industries . Many times 
tournaments provide reunions for 
the three players . Goldie Hogan 
doesn 't worry about her own 
tournament standings but does 
admit to having some different 
feelings about her daughter and 
son. 

" When I'm watching my son play 
racquetball, I feel he 's great. I nev er 



'think anyone 's going to beat him . 
Linda, at the present time, I'm not as 
fired up about , because I feel she 
has to grow. She's only 14. As for 
me I enter the tournaments to get 
excerise and I love the spo rt. " 

A Heartbreaker 

Goldie Hogan is among the many 
racquetball parents who 've had the 
unpleasant experience of watching a 
child lose an important match in a 
racquetball tournament. Many 
obseNers feel that the most 
heartbreaking loss in the Hogan 
family had to be the 1977 Nationals 
held last June in San Diego . She 
was among the spectators who 
watched as Davey Bleds oe 
defeated Marty Hogan in the final 
match of the tournament. 

Goldie maintains along with most 
obseNers that Marty should not 
have lost but she states , "I did not 
feel bad about it. I was just 
concerned about how my son felt . " 

Marty was temporar ily down but 
made a quick recovery to the top of 
the racquetball tour this past fall , 
winning almost every tournament 
and regaining his number one spot. 

In contrast to watching Marty play 
Goldie is not so conscious of 
winning and losing whe re Linda 's 
concerned . The main word she uses 
when describing her feeling about 
her daughter's racquetball career is 
"g rowth ". 

"She 's only 14," Goldie says. "I 
don 't want her to burn out! " So this 
year Linda 's main energies will be 
spent completing her freshman year 
as well as playing tournament 
racquetball. 

In addition to her own influence on 
Linda Goldie feels that Marty 's 
success in racquetball has had a 
positive effect on his younger sister. 

" I really think Linda 's motivation is 
because of her brother,·· Goldie 
explains. "She really admires her 
brother. " 

This past summer, Linda entere d 
and won the 1977 Jun iors for girls 14 
and under . Goldie was not able to 
atten d the tournament, but Marty 
was. With a little coaching from her 
big brother and a lot of her own 
natural talent, Linda won the 
championship. Goldie says that the 
feeli ng between the three of them 
was summed up when Linda 
returned home with the title . 

"Mom , I want you to know that if you 
had been there , I think I could have 
played better ," Linda informed her 
mother . 

" I think that goes to show you the 
feelings we have for one another, " 
Goldie says w ith pride. 

On the court Marty and Linda 
continue to grow and excel. Off court 
growth is also necessary in the 
opinion of the Hogans. 

What You Can 't Take Away 

"Their education is very important. I 
think they need a college 
education ," Goldie goes on to 
explain that her main hope for both 
her children off the racquetb a ll court 
is for them to obtain college 
degrees. 

"That 's something nobody takes 
away from you, " she says. 

If Linda continues to excel at 
tournament racquetball, she will 
probably follow Marty 's footsteps 
and play racquetball as a college 
student , too . 

On and off court considerations for 
these two young racquetball 
champions is almost a full time job . 
Goldie Hogan readily adm its that 
she rarely thinks of herself first. It 
doesn 't seem to brother her that in 
these liberated days, most outsiders 
think she is too selfless. 

.. A lot of people say to me, ·Goldie, 
you 're a jerk. Why do you put so 
much time into your kids?' My 
answer is this . My children are very 
important to me . rve enjoyed every 
minute of them . I love to be around 
my kids. For me they're not a bore 
and they're not a hang up . Right 
now if I can get Linda to excel like 
Marty in racquetball, get a 
scholarship and do something with 
her life, then /'II take time out for 
Goldie Hogan ." 

What would Goldie Hogan do if she 
took time out for herself? 

"f'd like to travel ," she explains . 
"Even with all the traveling to pro 
tournaments, I don 't get to see that 
much outside the tournament site ... 

One cannot avoid asking Goldie if 
she thinks she might be living life 
vicariously through her chi ldren . 

"Maybe, " she answe rs honestly. ··1 
guess it's true , When I see them in 
there playing and I see them hit 
certain shots, I think I see me . I'd 
love to be able to play like that. 

If Goldie Hogan is living through her 
children, she has good reason to . 
She 's found the secret of 
transmitting enthusiasm along with 
a winning attitude in racquetball to 
Marty and Linda Hogan. And 
besides most sports spectators , 
mothers aside, do live vicariously 
through the athletes they watch . 
What racquetball enthusiast looking 
in on a profess ional match doesn 't 
let his or her mind wander into the 
daydream about becoming the best 
racquetb all player around? In fact 
take a tip from this author. The next 
time you're daydreaming that you 
are the new Hogan of the 
racquetb all world , don't forget to 
include a mother like Goldie in your 
scri pt. 
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Treat yourself to a SUJ?er 
Racquetball vacation in 

Imp rove your game in Aspen! In July, 
The Aspe n A th letic Club is sponsoring 

two 7-day racq uetball instructional camps , 
led by our top nationa l pros , Kathy 

Wi lliams and Ja nelle Marrio t t. 

You may stay nearby at The Gant , one of 
Colorado 's most luxurious resort 

co mp lexes, in fully furni shed one- to four ­
bedroom condom inium s with co mplete 

kitchens, balc onies, fireplaces , and color 
televisions. Only a short stroll from 

downtown Aspen , The Gan t has five 
tennis courts, two swimm ing poo ls and a 

courtesy van service . 

The camp sched ule allows time for all : 
excellent racquetba ll instruction and 

spirited play , plus relaxation and diverse 
entertainment in Aspen . Camp weeks 

begin on July 16 and Ju ly 23 . The cost 
is $] 75 , plus lodgin g . 

r---------------, 
Please send inf ormation on 
the Wi ll iams/ Marriott Pro 
Camp to : 

Name __________ _ 

Ad dress ________ _ 

City ________ _ 

State / Zip _______ _ 

L---------------~ 

.. 
--~~~~· . 

; ~ _.,-
~ ..... . 

,. . . 

The Aspen Athletic Club is designed for the active sports enthusiast. Located in 
downtown Aspen, the Club provides racquetball and squash courts, a swimming pool, 
comp lete exercise areas, Jacuzzi , steam, sauna faciliti es for men and women . 

For further information , telephone or write: 
Th e Aspen Athl eti c Club / Pro Camp 
720 East Hyman Avenue , Aspen , Colorado 81611. (303) 925-2531 

~S'PE'N '4THt.E'TfC Ct.UB 
/j SEllll1C:O fl 



Court Clubs 

San Francisco Players Flock To 
Old Ice House 
by Nick Lon ghur st 
The savage shriek of seagulls as they 
wheel and swoop above the decks of 
fishing boats moored in San 
Francisco 's historic Fishermans' Wharf 
hasn 't changed in a hundred years . 

It seems like time has stood still in the 
carefully preserved docks where the 
high bowed boats still make da ily 
fishing trips out to sea . 

But just a few blocks away , razed 
buildings and boarded up warehou ses 
mirror the progress which has gripped 
the bayside city . Time has marched on, 
and for many of the famous old streets 
progress has not been kind . 

Like the old Ice House on Battery 
Street. Once it was close by the waters ' 
edge and fishing boats tied up to take 
on the tons of ice needed in the days 
before refrigeration . 

But then landfill extensions and a new 
road marooned it from the bayside, it's 
cavernous storage vaults , sur rounded 
by thick insu lated walls , emptied out of 
tubs of fish waiting to be sold for the last 
time . 

The last few years were not too kind to 
the building, just a few blocks from the 
studio where the "Streets of San 
Francisco " was once filmed . 

But now the Ice House is transformed 
with a three million dollar face lift which 
has turned it into one of the most 
searched-after spots in the hilly city . 

It is now a racquet club and its 11 
racquetball courts, set in a bright airy 
interior livened up with spectacular 
graphics, have magnetised San 
Franciscans . 

So much so that the club sold out its 
complement of membership s - 1 ,500 
at prices averaging $400 for initiation 
and $50 per month - two months 
before the club opened for business . 

Now daily the occupants of nearby 
skyscraper offices in the financia l 
district work out in the facilities which 
provide everything from racquetball to 
badminton. 
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"Real estate in the San Francisco city 
area is very expensiv e and we looked 
for a year for the spot which would be 
near enough to the market we were 
look ing at," expla ins Peter Jones , one 
of the three young partners in the club 
operation . 

"'There wasn 't a great deal of 
racquetba ll act ion in San Franc isco. 
The Univers ity Club and Olympic club 
are very exclusiv e and none of the 
racquetball players I knew ever played 
at the Y. 

" When we found the old ice house and 
looked c losely at it, we realized it was 
j ust what we need ed. Close enough to 
the city and on the bus route to Marin 
County where many of the commuters 
li ve." 

But they almost lost it. The old bu ilding , 
which had stood empty for the past few 
years , was sudden ly in demand . 

" We almost lost it to a television 
network that wanted to turn it into a film 
studio ," adds Peter . 

The three partners knew that they 
would never get closer to the potential 
market they had in mind because there 
was no way racquetball could compete 
with off ice space on a rental cost basis . 
But the bui lding , with 10 inch th ick 
concrete walls and 150 ,000 squ are 
feet of space, was ideal. 

Construct ion started in March of 1977. 
The re we re no extensive mod ifications 
necessary for the old structure . An 
architectura l company , Gensler and 
Associates , planned a simple interior 
around 11 racquetball courts , a 
multi-purpose basketball , badminton 
open court area , th ree squash courts, a 
huge gym, and a snack bar . Two tennis 
courts even found the ir way to the roof . 

Huge locker rooms and a 
backg ammon , te levision lounge 
completed the picture . 

As soon as the name went up outside 
the bu ilding a telephone answering 
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machine began to pick up messages 
from interested commuters . 

And soon there were 800 slips of paper 
to be followed up on . 

" The same people kept calling back . 
We didn 't want to advertise because it 
was clear we were getting more traffic 
than we could handle . As it was it took 
us two months to digest all the 
inquiries ," explains Peter . 

"The response was phenomenal and it 
shows what a lack of racquet facilities 
there was in the city . .. 

In tact things moved so fast, the 
projected second phase of building 
which was going to be done later -
which included five racquetball courts 
- was started immediately. 

54 MAY 

Among a few surprises at the club 
fema le membersh ip is higher than the 
national average . 

" We orginally settled on 1,000 men 
and 500 women members, " explains 
another partner, Jim Gerber . "But 
finally we arrived at 900 men and 600 
women ." 

The three partners had no qualms 
about adapting an old building to the 
racquetball purpose. They already 
have another club in operation in 
Mountain View on the South Peninsula 
near Stanford University , and that 
started out life as a cabinet making 
factory. 

- Rooen Freed photos 
----- ~- -

" It is poss ible to adapt bui ldings easily 
to racquetball, " expla ins the thi rd 
member of the triumvirate , Joh n Melin. 

"Financing the building of the club 
wasn't easy but it was finally done with 
the Bank of Californ ia . And without a 
doubt one of the things which swayed 
the bank was the fact we already had a 
good track record ." 

The three young developers found that 
there was a big gap in racquetball 
facilities in the Bay City , and that was 
obvious when they appl ied for zon ing 
for the club . 



Explai ns John, ''The zoning officials 
didn 't quite know what to make of us. 
Finally they created a spec ial 
classification Just for us." 

Standard of play is still fairly low due to 
the inex perience of the majority of most 
of the members . Only two A players 
and a handfu l of B's head the 
racquetball play ing ranks at the club , 
but internal ladders and competitions 
should one day make the Northern 
Cali fornian players a force to be 
recko ned with . And the club , filled with 
young executives , may one day soo n 
make its mark on San Francisco life . 

"Most of the members here are the 
movers and doers of tomorrow . They 
real ize the value of court sports like 
racquetball in getting to and staying at 
top shape ," says Melin . 

So next time you 're in San Franc isco 
take time out from the delights of 
historical Fisherman 's Wharf and cast 
an eye over the old Ice House . 

It's new name? .... . It is up there in 
proud gold letters - the "San 
Francisco Bay Club .·· 

Since this story was written the San 
Francisco Bay Club owners have made 
plans to bui ld a second racq uetball 
facility in the ir town . They 'll convert the 
old "Streets of San Franc isco " TV 
studio into the 15-court Telegraph Hill 
Racquetball Club . - Ed. 

New 
Cou rt Clubs 

Club de Racquetball 
DuVallon ltee 
1977 Place Cota 
Dubargar, Quebec G1 M 3Y5 

Court Jester 
1166 U.S. Highway 9 
Lakewood, NJ 08701 

Center Courts II 
8141 Orion 
Van Nuys , CA 91406 

Hank Sturm 's Racquetball and 
Health Club 
2121 38th Stree t 
Kenner, LA 70062 

J K Kourt House Inc. 
208 McConnell 
Laramie, WY 82070 

The Las Vegas Sporting House 
3025 Industrial Road 
Las Vegas , NV 89 109 

North Lake Court Club , Inc . 
3920 Florida Avenue 
Ma ndevi lle, LA 70448 

Plainview Racquetball Club 
1030 1 Linn Station Road 
Louisv ille, KY 40223 

Spaulding Racquetball Club 
2300 W. Sixth Street 
Lawrence , KS 66044 

The Sports Gallery 
2560 E. Katella Avenue 
Anahe im, CA 92806 

Unusual Opportunity 
Major developer has racquetba ll, 

tennis, poo l, lounge and health club facili ty availab le in 
Mt. Washington Valley , New Hampshire 

If looking to own such a facil ity in a four-season area, 
please contact Bernie or Ed 

(603) 356-2301 or 356-3487 
write Box 121, lntervale , N.H. 03845 

L_______/ 

STRONGWALL® 
IS FOREVER! 
Because as pioneers in the manufac­
ture and installation of specialized sur­
faces since 1938, we have developed 
the ultimate court surface. superior to 
both panels and plaster because: 
1. It is seamless 
2. Monolith ic Strongwall 

doesn't flake, chip, peel, 
warp or discolor 
(indoors or out) 

3. It is last playing 
4. It is spin-controlled 
5. It is consistent in play 

over every square inch 
6. It has uniform sound throughout 
7. It resists ball marks and 

is easy to clean 
8. It is lir e-resistant 
9. IT IS VIRTUALLY 

INDESTRUCTIBLE 
10. No downtime or maintenance 

What does this mean to you? It means 
you get the ideal playing surface at a 
remarkable savings. And our national 
network of authorized installers are 
experts, responsible for the complete 
surfacing work! 
Shouldn't you investigate Strongwall 
today? 
It's the ideal racquetball court surface! 

Strongwall Systems <;lnc. 
299 Fores t Aven ue 

Param us, New Jersey 07652 
(201) 262-5 414 
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~wE PUT IT ALL~ 
TOGETHER 

FOR YOU 

Are You Building New Squash, Handball, Racquetball and 
Paddleball Courts? Revamping or Repairing Your Old Ones? 

NEVER A FAILURE! 
OUR P-62 HI-DENSITY LAMINATED PLASTIC PANEL SYSTEM 

COMES WITH OUR FAMOUS DOUBLE GUARANTEE! 

LOWER MAINTENANCE COSTS 

No Cracking or Chipping and No Painting Ever. A 
Mild Soap and Water Cleaning is All That is Ever 

Needed. No Wall Sweating. 

/I 7ot4t ~ Pada9e '4,lt ~ ?udl 
For Further Details Call or Write: 

WORLD COURTS,INC. 
554 MAIN STREET, DEPT. N R 
S. WEYMOUTH, MASS. 02190 

.______._ _ __, © Phone ( 617) 337-0082 
Produc t of 
Fiberesin 
Industries, Inc. 



• • • Nationitb 

Nick Longhurst Named West Coast Editor 
National Racquetball and the 
U.S . Racquetball Association 
have announced the addi ­
tion of Nick Longhur st to 
their full time staff as west 
coast editor . 

Longhurst , 32, a native of 
Geddington, England , now 
living in the Los Angeles 
area , will do feature writing 
for National Racquetball. as 
well as coordinate television 
efforts for the USRA at vari­
ous events . 

A graduat e of Northampton 
College of Technology in the 
northern section of England 
Longhurst left his own news 
agency in England in 1969 to 
move to Nice, France , where 
he was foreign co rre­
spondant for English news ­
papers and the British 
Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC) Radio, covering "ev­
erything from the French 
Riviera social scene to Grand 
Prix tennis ." 

After doing television work 
on BBC TV, which included 
writing scripts and sports, 
Longhurst vacation e d in 
Miami in August , 1973, and 
never went back home . 

"I liked this country so much 
I decided to stay, " said 
Longhurst , whose uncle is 
the famous golfer and broad­
caster Henry Longhurst. " I 
did a good deal of traveling ." 

Longhurst first became in­
troduced to racquetball 
when he was on assignment 
to do an interview with 
USRA president Bob Ken­
dler at the 1977 National 
Championships in San Di­
ego. 

" I was a free lance writer at 
the time," said Nick, "and 
the interview with Bob Ken­
dler was the first time I really 
got involv ed with racquet ­
ball." 

From then until he joined the 
National Racquetball staff 
Longhur st contributed many 
inc luding stories on Actor 
Wayne Roger s and Actress 
Adrienne Barb eau. 

"Ther e are many celebrities 
playing racquetball on the 
west coast , ' · he said. "And I 
think the racquetball pub lic 
would be interested in read­
ing about them . ·· 

Nick also coordinated both of 
the NRC' s televised tourna -

ments this season. with 
KOCE -TV in Westminst er. 
CA ., and KAET-TV in 
Tempe, AZ. 
"The future of televised rac ­
quetball is tremendous.'' he 
said . ''There's no limit to the 
potential of racquetball with 
TV." 

Nick Longhurst 

Besides racquetball. Nick's 
hobbies include skiing . sail­
ing and rugby, the sport. he 
says, that was truly his call­
ing. 

Welcome aboard, Nick! 
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Racquetball Word Spreads 
Editor s o f thr ee o f the co un­
tr y' s m ajor m ews p ape rs 
though t racqu etba ll w o ul d 
give their read ers a mid­
wint er pick me up. as they 
pu b li sh ed m aj or features 
abo u t our sport within one 
week in February . 

Th e Ph iladelphia E vening 

Bulle tin quo ted two stories 
on racquetball dress in Na ­
tio nal Racquerbal/' s January 
issue in an article headed 
" Call it racquet b all or 
ragge dba/1 - it's g row ing 
fa st . . , In the New York Times 
a story that summarized the 
"four big four wall gam es ' · 

Ajay Sports Signs 
Glenda Pommerich 

·:::::~~: . . . . . 
. . . . . 

-~ ·,- . 

i I 

Gl end a Po mm erich 24 -yea r -o ld 
-::- prof essio nal racqu etball playe r. no w 
"\ represents Ajay Spo ns. majo r pro­
• du cer o f racqu e1ball racqu elS and 

~ J accessories loca ted in Delavan , WI --~ 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Wanted 
Pro Shop Buyer w ith ret ail 
soft goo ds exper ience to buy 
n atio nally for large racq uet­
b all club chain . 

Send resume to : - Gil 
Schm i tt S po rt s I ll ustrated 
C o urt Clu bs 2 6300 T ele­
graph Rd. , Sout h fi e ld , 
Mi chigan 480 34. 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Since 1872 - Manufacturers of 
The Finest in Hard Maple Floors 
Spec iali z ing in Spo rts Floor Cons truc t ion 

Cont ac t us fo r Eng inee ring Data and 
Sp ec ificat ion s on ou r " Lay tit e" 

Court Floor System 
for 

Racqu etball - Hand ball - Squash 

~ ~R'?s~~s';!,';! ~ WAUSAU, WISCONSIN 54401 
PO B O X S/17 
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(racq uetb all , handba ll. pad­
d le ba ll and squash ) included 
USRA Na t ional Dire ct or 
Chuck Leve· s c laim tha t 
"An y body can p lay it . . . 
anybody old enough to walk 
and youn g enough to run .· · 
Los Angeles Time s rea ders 
lea rned that " When hand -

ball's Big Daddy . Bob Ke n­
dler . . . took racque tball 
under his wing, he tried to 
c onvi nce the handba lle rs 
that the imp endi ng racqu et­
ball bo o m would give th em , 
m o re , no t f ewe r f acili ties 
f rom which to choo se. He 
was right ." 

Wilson Names S t eele to 
Racquetball Staff 

W Lee S1eele has been appoin ted assistant bus iness manager for 
rac quetball prod ucts at Wilson Spo rting Goods Co mp any. H is maior 
respo nsib iliti es will in cl ude ma rk et analysis. advertising and 
promotio n and new market de velopm ent 



John Newcombe doesn't 
play racquetball in tennis shoes. 

Whydoyou? 
Or are you one of those sti ll 

playing in basketball sneakers? 
Either way, you're selling yourself 
short. 

Let's look at it this way; nobody 
mo ves around in tennis shoes 
better than a champion like John 
Newcombe . But even he needs a 
special shoe when he leaves the 
grass, clay and asphalt tennis 
co urts for the hardwood floors 
of racq uetba ll. 

T hey can give you much bett er 
tra ctio n, with a suction tre ad gum 
rubber so le that g rips so well you 
ca n p ractica lly scale the walls . 
T hey wear long er beca use of the 
double-stit ched top grain leath er, 

a 

........ 

canvas or com position uppers 
and durabl e toe overlays. And they 
feel better because of a contoured 
anatomical footbed and heel 
counter. 

In Lotto's you'll move quicker 
and feel lighter on your feel Ask to 
see all five Lotto racquetball 
models for men and women. It's 
the better way to go . .. and 
stop .. . and go ... 

Great racquetball shoes. 

Lotto-Newk U.S.A., Inc., 
San Antonio , Texas 78216 
A division or Program Tennis Service @ 



Canadian Racquetball on the Upswing 
As you- read in our April feature 
racquetball is becoming an important 
sport in Canada , with program 
financing coming directly from the 
government. Beginning with this issue 
we are going to be posting news of 
events in Canada and feature stories 
submitted by the Canadian 
Racquetball Association, the only 
official national racquetball 
organization in that country . 

New Executive Director John Hamilton 
is enthusiastic about the monetary 
support given by the Canadian federal 
government through the Sport Canada 
Division of Fitness and Amateur Sport. 
"I hope that the tremendous growth 
experienced in the States carries over 
into Canada, " says John . The positive 
attitude toward the sport in Canada is 
evidenced by the fact that racquetball 
will be one of 18 sports played at the 
1979 Canada Winter Games, the 
National "Games" for Non-Olympic 
athletes . 

Reciprocal Membership 
CRA/USRA 

The CRA has begun a cooperative 
relationship with the USRA and will 
eventually work in some parallel 
programs. The CRA has already begun 
a coaching program, and refereeing 
and junior development programs are 
also being designed. A national 
ranking system is also being ironed 
out. The official magazine, 
Racquetball Canada , is being 
expanded from four to six issues per 
year . 

As a cooperative venture all Canadian 
and USAA memberships are 
reciprocal. That is a current member in 
either association automatically 
belongs to both. This membership 
privilege wil enable members of the 
Canadian organization who show their 
CRA cards to participate in the National 
Championships in Belleville , Ml, June 
1 7-24. There are some excellent men 
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and women players north of the border 
and we hope to see them this summer . 

Racquetball is soon to become an 
international sport as courts are being 
built throughout North America and the 
world . A cooperative effort w ill be 
needed to tie activ ities in the various 
countries together so that the sport can 
grow and prosper worldwide . 

A New Trend in the Regionals 

Historically regional championships 
have been one step below national 
competition for the players. Categories 
of play were the same as those offered 
in the nationals. 

Now it seems that many USRA 
regional tournaments are expanding 
brackets of play for the men and 
women 's B, C and novice divisions to 
accompany the newly added juniors 
age brackets . 

This has come about due to several 
factors. First of all the open events of 
play sometimes discourage new 
players from taking part due to the high 
caliber of skill involved, therefore 
limiting the number of possible 
entrants . Also as more people take part 
in tournaments rather than simply 
watch others play , they are demanding 
that the B and C divisions be included, 
and rightly so. 

It is a pleasant and welcome surprise to 
have this situation exist. Why shouldn 't 
regional players be able to participate 
as well as watch the best players in 
their area compete for trips and prizes? 
Now they, too, can play. 

Next year the USRA is going to 
recommend that all regional hosts 
have additional brackets of play 
whenever possible. We are happy to 
be reaching all levels of playing ability 
and not just the veteran tournament 
participants who have supported us for 
so long. 

Terry Fancher 

Meet Your 
State Chairman 
Doug Clark - New Jersey 

Racquetball in the Garden State is 
blossoming and helping the cause 
along are enthusiastic players like 
Doug Clark , our state chairman , and 
Frank Pescatore , co-state chairm an. 

Doug , a '72 graduate of Western 
Washington State , got interested in 
racquetball while playing on his college 
tennis team. After winning an 
intramural racquetball tournament he 
fell in love with the sport and almost 
ruined his tennis season. Doug 's 
opinion of the game is shared by many : 
"fantastic game for all ages ." He adds 
"after teaching tennis and seeing a 
new player take several months to a 
year to successfully complete a rally, 
it 's a real pleasure to see all memb ers 
of the family abl e to enjoy playing 
together within their first few tim es 
out. " 

The USRA has sponsored variou s 
activities in Doug's state, such as the 
Delaware Valley League, which was 
divided into a Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey divi sion , with a total of eight 
teams involved. This year the New 
Jersey division has been divided into 
north and south sections with six teams 
in each section and an additional 
format for women's league play . " With 



USAA Alabama Indiana Nebraska/South Dakota Pennsylvania 
Jerry O'Neal Robert T1edge Dick Kinca de/ Jim Pru,n 

State Affiliates c/o Nan Homes P.O Box 1792 Chuck Erickson K.O.P R.B Club 
Acceptance Corp . Sou th Bend 46624 222 N. 44th Street Fhnt Hill Rd 
Box 3436A 2 19-272-8808 Linco ln 68503 King ol Prussia 19406 
Birmingham 35205 402-47 5-5686 215-265·8350 
205·324 -3431 Iowa 

Mark Hegg (Co•charrman) 
Tom Sweeney Racquetball ol Omaha Rhode Island 

Alaska 415 14th St. N.E 67th & Grover St. Jer ry Melaragno 
Dan Domp1er Cedar Rap ids 52402 Omaha 68106 15 Reva Street 
2600 Devalr St . =600 319·366-4558 N Providence 0291 1 
Anchorage 99503 Nevada 401-274-4900 =569 
907 ·276-0700 Kansas Dan Seaton 

Arizona 
St eve Ray 3727 Centennial Crr. Tennessee 
10839 Woodward Las Vegas 89120 George Truesdale 

Chuck Hallock Overland Park 662 10 702·3 86·40 11 Center Courts 
504 West Ma hbu Or 913 ·642-5220 261 1 S Mendenall 
Tempe 85282 

Kentucky 
New Hampsh ire Memphis 381 18 

602-967•0001 alter5p .m Tom Lancaster 901 ·794-7529 
David Fle1schaker Carnage Lane 

Ari<ansas 628 Fincastle Bldg Bedford 03102 Texa.s 
Bob Blake Louisvi lle 40202 603-472-509 5 Dewey Strrckland 
2201 Braden 502·585-5369 201 Vanderpool 
Jacksonville 72076 

Lou isiana 
New Jersey Houston 7702 4 

50 1-982-6209 Doug Clark 713·868 -3340 
Sanford Comeaux 23 Holmes Lane 

Cal iforn ia PO Box 3644 Marlton 08053 Utah 
Jerry Monell Lafayette 70502 609·983•4812 Randy Stewart 
2767 Ocean Front Walk 318·984 -5753 P 0 . Box 1143 
S. M1ss1on Beach 92 109 Frank Pescato re Provo 84601 
714-275·3344 Maine (Co-Chairmen ) 801 ·224-6969 

Dave Gleason (Central) Ken Astor . Kevin York 104 Allen Ave. 

The Sporl Sole 170 Rt. 1 Allenhurst 07711 Vermont 

4777 N Blackstone Ave Falmouth 201 ·774· 4835 Chuck Bigelow 
Fresno 94536 207-78 1 •4281 New Mexico 4 1 H1lls1de Terrace 

209 ·226·9232 Maryland Gary Mazaroff Shelbourne 05482 
802·985-2760 

Jerry Mone ll (Souttrern ) Joy Nolte 01v1s1on of HPER 
9453 Goodw 1ck Ct Towson Court Club Unrv of Albuquerque Virginia 
San Diego 92 t 23 8757 Mylander Lane St. Joseph Pl ' N.W Ed Remen 

the advent of so many new clubs in our 714-275·3344 Towson 21204 Albuquerque 87140 
32 Penny Lane 

301·821 :0160 505·821 ·0536 
area we anticipate more area Colorado Sterhng 22 t 70 

tournaments and activities ," Doug John Mooney Massachusetts New Yori< (Eastern) 703-430·2552 

says. 
3455 David Crrcle J im McCon chie Tom Flannery Wash ington 
Colorado Sprrngs 8090 7 12 " A" St 3A Alpine Dr. 

Douglas A Wilson 
To assist in this growth and keep 303 ·597-7775 Lincoln 01773 Wapp ingers Falls 12590 

617-273-1025 201 -845 -9040 58 17 57 Ave .. N.E. 

operations running smooth ly two Connecticut Seatt le 98105 

worthy individuals have been added to Jack Fruin Michigan New Yori< (Western) 206-524-3037 

the staff . From the northern end of the c/o YMCA Denn is Wood (Chairperson) Jim Winterton West Virg in ia 

state there 's new director 8ob Nicho ls, 
842 Marne St. 2808 S. Deerfi eld 136 Greystone Lane =7 

Dave Taylor 
W1llimant1c 06226 Lansing 4891 0 Rochester 14618 

Rec .• 
a racquetballer of six years (second in 203-423-495 1 517-882·8789 7 16-442-0114 , 

Intramu ral Sports OH. 

this year 's state doubles) , a relentles s Delaware G11 Schmitt (East) North Carolina Stansbury Hall-WV U. 

worker and a person who loves Terry Arnold 
2 111 Goll s1de Bob Baxter Morgantown 26506 
Ypsilant i 48197 PO Box 17732 304 -293·5221 

racquetball and its players. Co -state Marsh & Srlvers1de Rd 313 -434•21 11 
Wrlm1ng1on 19810 Raleigh 27609 Wiscons in 

Chairman Frank Pescatore represents 302 -4 75-2 125 Bob Dykstra (West) 919 -787-1208 

the southern section of New Jersey . 2655 29th St. Bob Keen an 

Florida Grand Rapids 49509 South Car olina P.O Box 203 

Pescatore moved to New Jersey from Rick Stevens 616-942 -5 190 Charhe White Wales 53183 

Wyoming , where he won the '74, '75 1831 NW . 13th St. Judy Huhta (Central) APA Clemson Univ 414-646-3607 

and '76 state championships. Gainesville 32601 2019 Lovingron Ave , "204 Clemson 2963 1 Wyom ing 
904-372-1229 Troy 48084 803 ·656-2477 

Says State Chairman Clark "the 313-588-8249 
Barbara W1ll1ams 

Georgia North Dakota YMCA -4 17 N. Jefferson 

growth of racquetball here has been Wayne Vincen t Minnesota Sonny Lange 
Sherrdan 8280 1 

amazing, but rumors have it that we 3777 Vineyard Ct. Bob Adam, Sr 301 Eighth St. South 
307 ·674-7488 

should anticipate double the number Manetta 30062 7600 Park Lawn Ave. Fargo 58 102 
404-971-5441 Edina 55435 701 ·293-4247 

~ 
of clubs by the end of this year . 612-835·6515 

Ohio 
Racquetball , the game of the masses , Hawa ii 

Mississ ippi Ron Ak ins 
is being built en masse . We're looking Woody Cox 

C . T . Carley 2500 Hollyv1ew, N.E. 
1527 Wilder =u -2 

forward to great things . Anybody Honolulu 96822 2 13 Windsor North Canton 44 721 

thinking of traveling into the area 808 -941-33 44 S1a1kv1lle 39759 2 16·492-72 10 
601 -325•4915 

please drop us a line and we 'll try and Idaho Oklahoma Canada 
get you a game at a club very near Dirk Burga rd Missouri David Rippetoe Canad ian Racquetball 

you. " 130 N Placer Ron York 9 11 N.W . 42nd Stree t Assoc. 
Idaho Falls 83401 1012 W . 104th St. Oklahoma City n t 18 333 River Rd. 
208-523·0600 Kansas City 601 14 405·528·29 17 Vanier Ci ty, On tario 

~ 
816·942 ·6436 Kl l 88 9 

Illinois Oregon 613•745- 1247 
Tom Stree t, Alan Shetzer Montana Reed F1tk1n 
570 East Higgin s Rd. Russ Miller 2510 Oakmont Way 
Elk Grove Village 60007 Shep herd 59070 Eugene 97401 
312-439·3030 406 •373-6390 503 ·687 -28 1 1 
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Spend a Weekend With Your Friends 
Even Though Tournaments 
Are Costing More 
by Al Shetzer and Tom Street 
Guaranteed two matches .. . unlim ited 
food and beverages . .. free shirt ... 
see spectacular matches . .. meet new 
friends and renew old acquaintances .. 
$17 . 

An Illinois State Racquetball 
Association Sanctioned Racquetball 
Tournament is one of the biggest 
bargains around . 

Recently , however , there have been 
some complaints raised over the rising 
cost of entries . Tournament fees of $10 
- $12 two or three years ago , are now 
$15-$17 . Why? 

Several things have occured in the 
rapidly expanding racquetball world 
that have a direct bearing on 
tournament costs in this area . 

The tremendous growth of racquetball 
over the last five years has seen the 
metropolitan Chicago area grow from 
practically no court clubs to over sixty . 
YMCA 's and JCCA 's, previously the 
only places with courts , also have 
increased their number of courts (on a 
more limited bas is) to meet greatly 
increased membership demand . 

Obviously one fast way to draw 
potential new members to a club was to 
hold a tournament Since the single 
largest cost item in holding a 
tournament is the court costs , 
inexpensive tournaments were 
available because of the promotional 
value of the tournament. Not charg ing 
or greatly discounting the court fees 
kept the cost down . 

Another area where costs have risen is 
on shirts. A couple of years ago the 
officers of the Illino is State Racquetball 
Association worked out a program with 
Leach Industries to supply screened 
shirts for all our sanctioned 
tournaments, at no charge . 

This program worked out beneficially 
for both Leach and the Illinois State 
Racquetball Association and based 
upon our success Leach went national 
with the program . 
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However we have , perhaps , become 
too successful with our product (well 
run sanctioned tournaments) . Where 
we had two to four tournaments a year 
with 75-100 entries , we now have 
12-15 tournaments with 200-400 
entries . 

Leach couldn 't be expected to continue 
to give us all these shirts for noth ing; 
however under our new program they 
provide sh irts which are scree ned , at 
reduced costs , for all sanct ioned 
events. 

This has helped tremendously . Our 
main problem now with the shirts is 
how many to order . Fifty extra shirts 
over the tournament's total entry cost 
$125 . Not ordering enough leave s an 
obvious prob lem . 

Securing balls have also added to our 
cost. Seamco used to and st ill doe s 
prov ide up to 12 dozen balls free for 
every sanctioned tournament. Th is can 
get us through a 1 00 entry tournament 
eas ily, but we need 24-36 dozen (they 
sure disappear fast) to get us through 
200-300 entries . 

Even purchas ing the ext ra ba lls at 
distributor prices adds $1 .25 to $2 pe r 
entrant. 

Trophies costs have also increased . 
Prev ious tournaments had on ly six 
brackets and gave awards for the first 
three places and first place 
consolat ion . (We won 't sanc tion a 
tournament without a consolat ion 
bracket ). 

The addition of the Men 's C , Women 's 
B, C +, Seniors , along with awards for 
fourth place and second place 
consolation , requires 24 additional 
trophies. Thirty-six trophies cost 
approximately $300 to $360 . 

Hospitality is another large item with 
increased cost. We have double the 
people and try to provide adequately 
for everyone. As an example, the S&S 
Insurance Agency Tournament had 
245 entries . We ran through six cases 
of apples and oranges and used 2 ,200 
cups along with provid ing sandw iches 
for everyone for two days . 

A basic budget for a 200-entry 
tournament looks like this: 
Court Cost $1,600 
Trophies 540 
Shirts 500 
Hospitality 300 
Mailing 190 
Printing 50 
Balls 120 
Sanction Fee 100 

$3 ,400 

At $1 7 per entry we would brea k even , 
(17 x 200 = $3,400 ). However , how 
many shirts do we order? (Six week s in 
advance of the tournament as 
requ ired) . 

We have now reached a stage where 
the next improvement , i.e. cost 
reduction for tournaments , will have to 
come from sponsors outs ide of 
racquetbal l who recognize that 
sponsor ing a tournamen t is a good way 
to advertise and achieve promotiona l 
value for the ir products . 

Sign ificant progress is now being made 
by the Illino is State Racquetball 
Assoc iation toward this end and you 
will see substant ially lower fees for the 
State Sing les & Doubles which are, in 
fact , the only two tournament s we 
actually run . 

If you work in the area of mar ket ing or 
sales promot ion for your company or 
own your own company , cons ider 
sponsor ing a tournament. We will 
accept full or partial sponsorsh ip 
gratefully . 

Remember in this area we are bigge r 
than tennis and have simila r 
demograph ics . Contact the Illinois 
State Racquetball Association office 
for informat ion . 

In the meantime , there is st ill no better 
way to spend a weekend for $ 17 than 
enjoying a Illinois State Racquetb all 
Associat ion tournament. 



Arizona Racquetball 
" Racquets Rating " 
System Accommodates Changing Skills 
by Richard Turek 
The Ar izona Racquetball Associatio n 
has recent ly introduced a new concept 
wh ich wi ll revolutionize racquetbal l 
tourname nts. Until now it has been 
diff icult for tournament organizers to 
class ify and seed eve nts. Players 
usual ly entered a class arbitrarily , 
dec iding themselves where they 
belong and sometimes taking unfair 
adva ntage. However if an Associat ion 
member has access to a computer, the 
computerized Racquet Rat ing System 
solves these prob lems . 

Based on an idea successfully used in 
other sports, eac h player is assigned a 
rating according to his or her skil l. The 
ARA tournament committee initially 
assigns a rating to each player based 
on prior tournamen t performance . 
Starting with the best known player 
ratings are assigned proportionately on 
down to the beginning player s. As new 
players enter a tournament they are 
assigned a rating based on their 
performance with rated player s. The 
ARA has designated events to be as 
follows : Open -2000 and over , B-under 
2000, C-unde r 1800 , and 
Novice -under 1600 . 

Ratings Fluctuate 

As tournament results are fed into the 
system a person's rat ing fluctuates 
according to the outcome of his or her 
match. Using the tab le here let's go 
thro ugh a few examples . We 'll give 
player A a rating of 1910 and player Ba 
rating of 1890 . The computer knows 
who won the match and calculates the 
difference in rating points, 20 , which 
falls in the first category . If player A 
won, he would gain 8 points; and player 
B would lose 8 point s. If player B won , 
he would gain 8, and playe r A would 
lose 8. Simp le so far . 

Now let's give player A a rat ing of 1965 
and leave player B at 1890 . The 
difference is now 75, the third ca tegory. 
If player A won, he gains 5, player B 
loses 5. If playe r A lost, he loses 12 and 
player B gains 12. As the rating point 
spread gets bigger, the player who 
shou ld win gains less and the other 
player loses less . But if an upset 

The Arizona Racquetball Association 
Rating System 

Rating Point Outcome 
Classes: Difference Normal Upset 

0 - 25 8 8 

Open 2000 + 
B - unde r 2000 

C - under 1800 

N - under 1600 

26 - 50 7 10 

51 - 100 5 12 

10 1 - 150 3 15 

151 - 200 2 20 

201 - 250 1 25 

Over 250 0 30 

occurs , the player who should win 
loses a greater amount of points and 
the other playe r increases the same 
amo unt to his rating . A running total is 
kept for all matches a person plays, 
and a net gain or loss is then figure d to 
his existing rating, and a new rating is 
then established to be used in the next 
tournament. All ratings used in 
calcu lations are based on the existing 
rating going into the tournament. In 
other words , each player goes into a 
new tournam ent with a rat ing 
determ ined by his perfor mance in 
previous tournaments . 

Nobody 's Locked into a Class 

A nice feature of the system is that a 
player is never locked into playing the 
next class up if he should win the class 
he entered. Let's say , for example, 
player A had 1785 starting the 
tournament and increased it to 1805 . 
He wou ld have to play in the under 
2000 class or higher in the next 
tournament. How ever next time, if he 
fared poorly and dropped to below 
1800 , he could reenter the under 1800 
clas s for the next tournament. If a 
person shou ld enter unde r 2000 class 
and wins it but still has a new rating of 
let's say 1975 , he could sti ll reenter the 
same class next time . Likewise if a 
person doesn 't win the class he 
entered but increases his rating to the 
next higher class, he must enter 
accordi ngly for the next tournament. 

A master file of al l playe rs is ma intained 
with pertinent information such as 
name, address, phone , birth date , date 

joined ARA, sex and rat ing. Because 
the system is computerized, 
maintenance of the file, such as 
change of address , etc. , is done 
quickly . Results of large tournaments 
of even 400 to 500 players are 
processed in minutes . 

A variety of printouts are avai lable for 
the convenience of players and 
tournament offic ials . For seed ing a 
tournament a printout in rating order 
lists who is at the top of a class . Othe r 
pr into uts are master file, alphabetically 
by rating ; sex by ratings, and rating by 
class . Also pr intouts of juniors , seniors 
and masters are available for 
projecting who is qualified to enter 
these events . 

Printouts of ratings are posted at loca l 
clubs reflecting the resu lts of the most 
recent tournament. The ratings also 
are published in the ARA magazine 
which is mailed to all ARA members 
using the system labels. These 
gummed labe ls have the player's ARA 
membership numb er and expiration 
date for the player 's convenience. 

For more information regarding this 
system state associations may write 
Racquet Rating Systems, P.O. Box 
32086 , Phoenix, AR 85064 . 
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Tournament Results 

Reporters, take note: Help make our 
typesetter happy by sending us your 
tournament results typed double or triple 
(preferred) space with one-inch margins 
all around . 
Thank you. 

Maine 
Bob Water man, Roy Lewis, Dave Inman, Tom 
Kelley, Jay Krause , J im Purcell , Peter Libby and 
Bud Carter took part in the Booth Bay Harbor B 
Invitational Tournament for Maine resident s Jan . 
2 1 at the Booth Bay Harbor YMCA. 

Krause defeated Lewis in the finals 21-16, 21-17. 
In the semi-finals Lewis defeated Inma n 19-21 , 
21-5, 11-10 and Krause defeated Libby 7-21 , 
21- 18, 11 -9. Purcell downed Waterman 21-16, 
21 -17 in the consolations . 

Idaho 
The Idaho Seamco Open drew 62 entries from 
Idaho and Utah during the three-day tournament 
start ing Jan . 6 at the Idaho Falls (ID) YMCA. 
Danny Green took first in the Men 's Open , 
followed by Dirk Burgard and Tom Jone s. 

In the B Singles Lyle Bissel was first place 
win ner, with Phil Baldree at second and Gary 
Pa inter taking third . Skipp Rudd won the C 
Singles while second and third place wen t to Kyle 
Stucki and Dean Packham , respect ively. 

Wisconsin 
Ken Baron, a member of the Milwaukee Jewish 
Commun ity Center , captured his second 
successive USAA sponsored Milwa ukee Open 
Racquetball champ1onsh1p by turn ing back 
highly regarded Roger Siegrist, of Nort hridg e 
Racquet Club, 7-21, 21-6 , 11-10 Jan . 4-8 at 
Northridge Racquet Club In Milwaukee . 

Dave Janelle placed third defeating youthful 
Steve Peck 3-21, 21-15 , 11-7 . In the semis 
Siegris t beat Peck and Baron beat Janelle . In the 
quarters Baron beat Art Guenther , Siegrist beat 
Jon Nelson , Peck bea t Howard Spector and 
Janelle beat John Nev ille. 

Connecticut 
Buffalo 's Char ley Garfield, won the First Annual 
Connecticut Bloomfie ld Jayc ees Open led by 
Tournament Direc tor Gregg London on a snowy 
Super Bowl weekend Jan . 13-15. 

The " Gar " effortlessly swept throu gh some of the 
best racquetballers the East has to offer and won 

is mo lded to th e foot, de sig ned fo r q uick mov em en ts, 
reinforced wh ere necessary. light[, comfortable. 

allows the foot to roll and gives a tru e gri p. 

[2]PATRICK 
You owe it to your feet 

Pa tr ick Ath letic Shoe Company. 45 E. 30 th St .. N.Y., N .Y. I 0016 2 12-686-8052 
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first in the Men 's Open as he beat Number One 
Seed and Connect icut State Champ Ron M1rek 
21-4 , 21-11 . Art ie D1emar took third In the Open 
and J im Dollinger came In fourth . 

In the Open Double s Dlemar and Dave Luft beat 
Garfin kel and Leo Marsoc1, with third place 
honor s going to Mirek and Harvey Meltsner . In 
bracket two of the doubles the Connecticut state 
closed doubles champs , Tom Waltz and Ed 
Cast illo, lost to Mirek and Meltsner , state 
runner s-up . 

Howard Packe r used a combination of ceilings , 
kills and drive s to beat Jeff Hattem for the Mens B 
title. In Mens C Bob Simmons defeated Stephen 
We itzer . Jim Reuschel defea ted Phil Soule for 
the Senior crown. 

Mary Dee won the Wome ns Open aga inst Jack ie 
Adler , and Margo Chase beat Ginny Derway in 
the Women s Bs. 

-Jack Fruin, Jr. 

Oklahoma 
Racquet Time Courts of Oklahoma City hosted 
the First Annual St. Valentine's Day Double s 
Tournament Feb . 10-12. One hundred sixteen 
entran ts vied for trophies in the 1 O divisions of 
doubles . Trophies were awarded for first, second 
third and consolat ion. The hospitality room was 
stocked with cheese, bread , crackers, fruit and 
Gatorade that all disappeared in the three days 
with no problem . Door prizes we re given away 
Sunday afternoon with Mike Stitcher , John 
Munneke , Jim Benien and Joyce Jackson going 
away winne rs. 
Men 's Open : 

1 sl Jerry L1nton-J1m Ben1en d Kevin Chambless -Jerry Myers, 

3rd Gary Hinkle -John Scott d. Ken Sm1th-Roben Savage, 

Consolation Mike Gann-Mike Jackson d. Jim McPherson-Ma rc 
San ford: 

Semi-Finals • Chambless -Myers d Smith •Savag e, 
Lonton- Benien d H1nkle·Sco I1. 

Men 's B: 

1 sl Mike Jackson -David CunIri ghI d. J. B. Sm1th·Aandy Bailey; 

3rd Gary Lehne-Joe Windes d Mickey Canaday -John Munneke. 

Consolation Roben Savage -Bobby Allen d. Gera ld Boa111e•Aon 
McClure 

Women ' s Open : 

1 sl Joyce Jackson •Joan Lance : 

2nd Belh Bunker-Jean Lehr ; 

3rd Joan Lance·L D. Linlon 

Mixed Open : 

1 sl Jerry Linton•L.D. L1nIon d V Z Lawlon •Joyco Jackso n , 

3rd Hal Burba-Joan Lanced . Marc Sanlord •Carl Burgl or1. 

Consolation David Cuntnght ·Jean Lance d Mike Gann•Pat 
Gann 

-Joan Lance 



Mississippi 
The Mississ ippi State Racquetball 
Championship Tournament was he ld 1n Jackson 
Feb. 10-12, after heavy snow across the entire 
state postponed the meet from Jan . 20-22 . 

Seventy-six entrants vied for troph ies 1n four 
categories : A, B, C and Seniors . Randy Tillery 
easily won over a field of 18 opponents 1n the A 
category . In the final match he defeated Silvio 
Dietch 21-8, 21-8 . In the semi -finals Deitch 
defeated Paul Solomon 19-21 , 21-12 , 11-3. Also 
in the semi-fina ls Tillery defeated Walt Mullin s 
21-9, 21-11 . 

Quarter final scores were Solomon defeating 
Nick Vesa 21-19, 21-17. Deitch defeated Chuck 
Miner 21-18 , 21-12 . Mullins defeated Jerry 
Grantham 21-17 , 16-21 , 11-10 . Tillery defeated 
Bill Lynch 21-13 , 21-14 . 

Scores for first round matches were Vesa 
defeating Maur icio Copete 21-18 , 9-21, 11-9 
Soloman defeated J. Glover21-4 , 21-8. So loman 
defeated Will ie Daniel 21-19 , 21-2 . Deit ch 
defeated H. W1ndgate 21-11 , 21-13 Miner 
defeated Steve Savage 21-9 , 21-16 . Sam Leddy 
defea ted Barney Pool 21-11 , 21-13 . Grantham 
defeated Leddy 21-13, 21-11 . Mullins defeated 
H. Dowling 21-6, 21-20 . Lynch defeated R. 
Bailey 20-21 , 21-11, 11 -2 and Tillery defeated B. 
Archer 21-3, 21-4 . 

The B class saw 14 entrants with the winning 
player being Phil Letard . Letard defeated Dale 
Barker 21-10 , 21-9 . In the sem i-finals Letard 
defeated Mike Nicke rson 15-21 , 21-14 . 11-8 
The other semi-final match saw Barker defeating 
I. Lafleur 21-18, 21-20. 

The quarter finals saw Letard defeat Bob Jones 
21-6 , 21-5. Also Nickerso n defeated W1ll1e 
Handy 21-16 , 21-18 . The quarte r finals saw 
Lafleur defeating Pat Welsh 20-21, 21-18 , 11-0 
and Barker defeated Richard Russ , 21-15 , 
21-14 . 

First round matches in the B class saw Bob 
Jones defeat N. Cullen 21-11 , 21-19 . Nickerson 
defeated Jay Brain 21-3 . 21-6 . W. Handy 
defeated A. Yo chin 21-8, 21-17 . Lafleur defeated 
B. Jacobs 21-15, 21-12 . P. Welsh defeat ed Jim 
Claypool 21-13, 21-18 . R. Russ defeated Frank 
Bonner 21-13 , 21-14 . 

Of the 36 entrants in the C category Glen Boh ls 
was victorious . Bohls defeated Bill Brown in the 
final match 21-5 , 21-17. In the semi-finals Bohls 
defeated Steve Broussard 16-21, 21-4, 11-4. 
Also in the semi-finals Brown defeated Herb 
W ilkinson 21-15. 21-18 . 

The quarter finals of the C div1s1on saw Brown 
defeat Frank Waltman 21-10 , 21-8 . Wilkinson 
defeated Greg Merritt 21-10, 21-13 . Bohls 
defeated Tommy Moody 21-8, 21-12 and 
Broussard defeated Chns Michael 21- 11, 21-3 . 

First and seco nd round matches in the C d1v1s1on 
saw Waltman defeat Mullen 21-4, 21-10. Brown 
defeated A. Adcock 21-6, 21-13 . Merritt defeated 
Jim Allmand 2 1-5, 21-1 o. Wilkinson defeated M. 
Almestica 21-14 . 21-18 . Tom Moody defeated 
Jim Thompson 21-17 , 21-15 . Bohls defeated R. 
Richards 21-18 , 20-21 , 11-8 . C. Michaels 
defeated Gary Burkes 21-19 , 21-11 and 
Broussard defeated Smith 21-14 , 21-12. 

First round matches saw Waltman defeat Larry 
Heatherly 21-10, 21-7 . C. T. Carley defeated T im 
Tune 21-18, 21-16 . Jim Adco ck defeated Stan 
Wood 21-7 , 21-8 . Brown defeated Jim Dollarhide 
21-17, 21-11 Greg Merritt defeated 8111 Will iford 
16-21, 21 -18, 11-7 . Allmand defeated T. Rains . 
Wilkinson defeated D Kilbourne 21-1 , 21-6. 
Almestica defeated M . Schultz 21-7 , 21-3 . 
Thompson defeated R Butler21 -3, 21-0 . Moody 
defeated Jones 21-15 , 21 -18. Moody defeated 
M. Jackson 21-10 . 21-18 . Bohls defeated M 
Philpott 21-0 , 21-0 R. Richards defeated Mark 
Siega l 21-1, 21-1 Burkes defeated Art H1gb1e 
21 -11 , 21-16. Michaels defeated D. Marsa1ls 
4-21, 21-14, 11-5. Broussard defeated S. King 
21-9 , 17-21, 11-4. Broussard defeated L Vargas 
21-2 , 21-6 . T Whitt ington defeated C. McKnight 
21-14, 21-16 . T. Smith defeated Arnita Wingate 
21-7 , 21-12. Wh11t1ngton defeated Smith 21-0 , 
21-10. 

The Seniors category saw last year's class A 
champ ion, Chuck Miner the winner . Chuck 
defeated Bill Lynch in the final match 21-18. 
21-17 

In the sem1-f,nal matches Miner defeated Don 
Burton 16-21, 21-8 , 11-6 and Lynch defeated Al 
Bullock 18-21, 21-18, 11-8 . 

First round matche s saw Miner defeat Ken 
Carlson 21-16 , 21-8 . Don Burton defeated Willie 

Daniel 20-21 , 21-11, 11-6. Bullock defeated Jim 
McGee 13-21 , 21-18, 11-2 and Lynch defeated 
John Tate 21-15, 21-15. 

Perhaps the most unusual event of the 
tournament was the unexpected entry of a 
women racqu etballer , Arnita Wingate. Although 
losing her first round match she went on to win 
her second match in the consolation bracket only 
to be defeated during her third match . 

The increas ing popular ity of racquetball was 
reflected in the tournament results . All three 
winners of the three categories 1n last year's 
tournament were defeated this year and new 
champions now hold title . 

-C. T . Carley 

New Jersey 
The Courthouse Racquetball and Handball Club 
of Mahwah attracted 165 entrants to its First 
Annual Members tournament Jan . 25-Feb . 5, 
only nine weeks after the 1 ,400-member c lub 
opened . 

As many as 300 spectators watched the matches 
on courts that allow side and rear viewing . 

Resu lts: 
Men 's Advanced • Norns Do'hdy Chomp t()n. Larry Jensen 
Runnerup 

Men s lntermedloto - Joe.._ McDonnell First. \Vayne Jewe ll 
Second 

Men 's Novice • N ick Nannas First Dennis Te>.10, Second 

Women 's Advan ced • Linda Noslas, Champ-an . Paula 
Vacca relh Aunnerup 

Women 's lntermcdl.1te • K,m VonBarthe ld First Anno Appell 
Second 

Men 's Doub les - Ca rm,no DoGonna rorrony Za lenski First. Nick 
Nann aSJKevm Acynokts Second 

Mixed Doubles • Anno & Bernard Appell Fo,s1, Sandy & Doug 
Hunler Second 

The men's 1ntermed1ate matches were enlivened 
by the challenge of two women ; Linda Nastas i 
and Paula Vaccarell i. Linda did espec ially well. 
advancing to the quarter-finals in the double 
elim1nat1on format 

The response and enthusiasm generated by the 
players and viewers alike shows that racquetball 
is "here " in Bergen County NJ. 

o Ea s1e ,,, •••nu• Tl 
, 1 11 ■01 . NJ 01012 • (201 ) 9lS · 2l00 
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Ohio 
The first Supreme Courts-WSPD-TV Cha nnel 13 
Greater Toledo Racquetball Championship s 
produced 430 entries. Feb . 2-5 . 

The tournam ent was sponsored by WSPD -TV 
13 and hosted by the Supreme Courts West and 
South in To ledo , OH. Norton Gutowltz was 
tournament chairman and Fred Zitzer 
tourn ament director . 

Promotion and news coverage of tournament 
action by WSPD -TV 13 was supe rb Matches 
were televised daily, with the action and results 
being shown on the Channel 13 spo rts program 
narrated by J im Mengel , spo rts director . 
Exposure of racquetball to Northwe st Ohio and 
Southeastern M1ch1gan was fantastic ! 

Top male honor s went to Mark Nash, with Sue 
Flanery taking the female crown . Tournament 
res ults from quarter-finals on are listed . 
Men "s AQuartcrs : Cr a.g r<osleno GaryRuop21 -15 2 1- 19 Don 
Hender son d Don San, 14-2 1 21·6 11.9 r-.ash d ,<,m Hyd e 
2 1 I 7 21 7 R,c,< P,n10 d Lee Vantrease 2 1 · 1 7. 9 ·21 . 1 1 -8 

Semi -Finals : Kos len d Henderson 2 1-9 8-21 11 8 Nasn d 
P1n10 21- 14 21-5 

F ina ls : Na sh d ,<oc;len 21-15 1i:-21 11-7 

Third : P,n10 d Hcnd~r son 15·2 1 21 · 18 1 I 1 

Toledo"s Chann el 13 sports direc tor , Jim Mengel . 
right , filled m viewers on each day ·s ac tion dur ing a 

February tournamen t directed by Fred Zitzer . 
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Men 's 8 Quarter s: r.A1c<e1 Kovoc1-t o Al Brint 2 1-20 21-10 
Bnanr<os.ero Rc~St ohr 18·21 21 ·19 11-6 TomWo rrelld Ken 
Morr ,s 21-10 21 -11 Sam Gemus d Bob Ouga , 21 -10. 21-6 

Sem i-Finals : Kovac ~ d Kos,er 16-21 21 ·3 11-0 Wo rrell d 
Gemus 2 1-15. 21 -10 

Final s· Ko,ac1k d V/orre l. 21- 18 21-1, 

Third · Ge mus d Kos:er 21 - 1~ 11-21 11-2 

Men 's C Quart ers : Tom Constant ino d Jae-< VJa ll 12-21 2 1 ·19 
11·9 Barr1Amm on so OmarSa lem21 · 10. 21-19 Bob Gra yson 
o Char les \Vol!o,o 21 ·3 21-8 Doug Faison d J,m Donaldson 
21·18 12·2 1 11-G 

Sem i-Finals : Constantino d Ammon s 18-2 1 21-20 11-3 
Gra1son cl Fa,son 2 1 ·6 . 21 -20 

Finals : Gra,s on d Cons1anhno 21 - 12. 2 1· 16 

Th ir d : Ammons o Faison 21- 16 15-2 1 11 ·9 

Men 's Nov ice Quarters : Anay Znzer a Pnil Hollabaugn 21- 15 
21·13 . RodH ylerd BobG anr>on 12-21 2 1-10. 11·6 . Leon 
1.1cGee d r~,ke Bucne le 21-17 18-2 1 11 •4 Pau l z,1zer d Ohn 
Sm 11n 19-21 21-3 11-7 

Semi -Finals : A Litzer o Rod Hyler 21-8 2 1-17 P Z11zer d 
1.~cGce 21-17 . 2 1-13 

Finals A Z Il er d P Z,i,er 2 1-12 8 21 11-7 

Th ird · h/ ler d McGee 21 - 19 9-2 1 11·2 

Men's Jun ior Quarters · Randy Henortekson d B II Bell 21-11 
21- 12. RossS1lverma n d Ke vin P1e1scn 2 1-5. 2 1-14 , Bob 81rcna ll 
d Justin Van1rease 2 1- 12 . 21•7 Mike Le1oov1lz d Mar sha ll 
MCCiurg 21 10. 21-17 

Semi- Finals · Silverman d Hendrickson 2 1-19 21 ·5 Blfcnalld 
Le,bov ,12 21 ·5 , 21-16 

Fina ls · 8,rchall d S,tverman 2 1-6 . 17-21 11 1 

Th ird : Hendr•c'son d Le1bo111z 21-10 21- 12 

Women 's A Quart ers : Suo Flanery a R,1a Cel ura 2 1 19.2 1- 15, 
Mary Rose d Jan Loron 18-2 1 21· 11. 11- 1 Phy 11ss Vantrease d 
Ka1hy Be ll 7-2 1 2 1 - 11. 11 ·5 , Conn,e Con ,bear d O,anne 
H,c~man 14-2 1. 2 1- 18. 11•7 

Soml -F,nals . Flancry d Rose2 1-15 11-21 . 11-10 Vanuoased 
Con,bear 15-2 1. 2 1- 10. 11-5 . 

Finals : Flan ery d Vanuease 21 -10 . 21 -• 

Th ird : Con ,oear d Rose 21·2 16·2 1. 11 2 

Wom en's B Quarters: Diane Huer1a d Sue Go ldstein 21-7 
2 1 ·5 , Cindy Con s1an1,no d Debb ie Tnorn1on 21· 19, 2 1-13 Pam 
Green cl Jean Jones 2 1-4 2 1- 17 . C,nd y McDona ld d Ellen Freed 
21 ·10 2 1· 16 

Sem i-Final s : Cons 1an1,no d Huerta 2 1 · 16. 21 . , . Green d 
McDona ld 21 -1• 2 1 16. 

Finals : Cons1an1ino d Green 21-14 , 18·2 1. 11·5 

Th ird : McD onald won on a default from Huer1a 

Women 's C Quarters : Gra ce Vereb d Sand , Montgom ery 2 1-9 , 
2 1 ·8 . Sue Sanz d M1chcllo Hyd e 2 1-5. 2 1-17. Bonn ie Ble,m d 
Sand ra Korale wski 2 1-12 21·5. Caro lyn Peabody d Cheryl 
Pn ,ll,ps 2 1-13 . 21 -19 

Semi-Final s : Sanz d Vorob 21-15 2 1-7. Ble,m d Peabo dy 
21-19 . 17-2 1, 11·2 

Finals , Sanz d Ble,m 21· 18. 18·2 1. 11-7 

Thir d Peabod y d Vereb 21-15 . 2 1•17 

Wome n's Nov ice Quarters : Nan cy An drew d Joyce Wa ilers 
2 1- 19 21 · 19, Marg Gray d Mar g Vll lba uor 21·2 21 17. Sue 
Tarqu1n10 d Ev Gummon 21 •14, 21- 12 . Kalhy MISSier d Marg 
Non s 21 - 14. 2 1-3 

Sem i-Fi nals : Gray d Andr ow 21 • 16 2 1- 1 I . M issler d Tarq u1n10 
21 •7. 21 •7 

Finals : Gray d Missle r 21- 4 . 21-4 . 

Th ird : Andr ew d Tarquini o 11-21 , 21 - 17. 11·6 

The Supreme Courts are hold ing the Ohio Slate 
Champ ionsh ips May 18 -20, 1978 

Rhode Island 
The Seco nd Annua l Gel Acqua inted 
Tournament , held Jan. 27 -29 , marked the end of 
a two-month membership drive and starte d the 
second year of the Rhode Island Racq uetball 
Assoc1at1on on a most successful note 
Twenty- six new members were signed up during 
the membersh ip drive which represents about a 
third of the total number of A I A.A. members 
enro lled in its entire first year . The prize for the 
best recruiter (a new racquet) wa s won by Dennis 
Culberson who signed up eight new members . 

Good competition , new acqua1ntences and lots 
of fun were enjoyed by all dur ing the tournament 
Over half of the 41 entries were new faces at 
A.I.A .A events. And the newcomers cert ainly 
made their presence felt as they colle cted three 
of the four first place troph1es1 

The Womens D1v1sion wa s dom inated by Jack ie 
Rainey who went through the round rob in event 
undefeated . Bee Lefk1n, current A. I. Womens 
Champ , had to settle for second place 

Chuck Vehlow emerged as the new A Div1s1on 
cha mp , winning an extremely close and well 
played final match over Denn is Culberson 16 -21 , 
21-15 , 11-10 . Veh low earned his place 1n the 
finals by beating defending champ ions and 
current A. I. Open Champ Fred Miller 1n the semis 
21- 12 , 2 1-10 . Culberson was sternly tested 
enroute to the finals by Ed McGo vern, but 
survived a hard fought sem 1-f1nal match which 
feat ured crowd pleasing gets by both players 
21 - 15 , 19-21, 11-8 . 

The B Division was won by Mark Beckenbach 
ove r Howie Hawkins 21 -10 , 18-21 , 11-1. The 
players seemed to alterna te hot streaks in this 
fina l, but both were forced to play consistently 
we ll dur ing the earlie r rounds . Beckenbach 
played well to defeat top-seeded Dick Zotti in the 
quarters 21-20, 21-9 , and Paul Gebhart in the 
semis 21- 15 , 2 1-14 . Hawk ins neede d a very 
steady game to get past a stubborn Henry Fortes 
1n a close semifinal match 21- 15 , 21-18 . 

Bill Hanson proved to be the only A.I.A.A 
ve teran to take home a first place trophy , winning 
the C Division by beating Bee Lufkin in yet 
another tie breaker 19-21 , 21- 18 , 11-1 . Although 
the ca liber of play was supr isingly good 
thro ughout the C Division , special tribute must be 
paid to the other two semifinalis ts : Larry 
Reyno lds who played amazing ly wel l while 
coping with an ankle spra in, and third place 
finisher Dave Wehr who somehow summoned 
the stamina to play tiebreakers 1n three of his four 
match es. 

Among !hose who helped make the tournament a 
success were the Providence Centra l YMCA 
staff . Howie Hawkins was responsib le for floor 
managing , John Rosato lo hosp itality, Fred Miller 
for awards , Chuck Batcher for shirts and Dave 
Brown for referee ing. 
A Divis io n 

Flrs1 Round : Veh lowd . 8 111 Nen 21·6. 2 1 ·8 .John Rosa1od M iko 
Osean 21-8 , 2 1- 18 , Jerry Melaragno d . Don Kra sko 2 1-8 , 21-20 

Quarter-fin als : Mill er d . Dee Hab ermache r 21- 10. 2 1- 10; 
Vehlow d . Rosa10 2 1·9 . 2 1-3: McGovern d . Melaragno 2 1-12 
2 1-4 , Denn ,s Cu lberson d. John Ku1ys 2 1·5, 21·13 . 

Semi -final s: Vehlow d M1llor 21-12 , 21 · 10; Culberson d 
McGov ern 2 1-15 . 19·2 1, 11-8. 

Fina ls : Veh low d Cu lbe rson 16-2 1, 2 1-15 , 11-10 

Third : Mille r d McGov ern 21 · 15, 21 -10. 

Consolation : Neri d Krasko 2 1-17, 21·5 . 



8 Divisi on 

First Round : Bec<enoach d Broan Cu!IS 21·5 2 1 ·0. Gebhar, d 
Normand Lahoer1e 21·5 2 1·20 . R,ck rlaynes d Marl< Grunay 
21·19 21·9 Hawk,nsd AlanSoucy21•7 21·18 PelerM urray d 
Barney Prognano 21·18 2 1· 1• 
Ouarte r•flnals : Beckenbach d Zon, 21·20 21·9 Gcbnar, d 
Haynes 21- 16. 2 1·20 Haw kins o Murra y 21 -1J 2 1-.s Fones d 
Cnuc, Batcner 21·17 21·20 

Sem1•tln.1ls· Beckenoacn o Gebhart 21-15 . 21-14 . Hawi<1ns d 
Fones 2 1. 15 2 1· 18 

Fina ls: Beckenbach d Hawkin s 21 20. 18-2 1 11-1 

Th ird : Fones d Geoh an (delaultl 

Consolat ion Zou, d Soucy 21 ·8 21-11 

C Oiv1s1on 

First Round : Reynolasd T,m Langan 21 •17 20 ·21 11-6 Jack ,e 
Rainey o Boo S1lvestr1 21 -i 21 · 19 Wenr d Die ... Har10w 21'"6 
21·0 , J,m Waae a 8 111 Prres 2t a 21·2 

Ouarter•lina ls : Hanson d Jona than Red 21•7. 21-1 • Reyno lds 
d Ra,ney21·9 21·10,Whera Wade 19·21 2 1·9 11•7 Lufkrna 
Ron Franklin 2 1·0 2 1·3 

Seml•fi nals : Hanson d Reyna lds 21 · 13 21 · •8 . Lufkin d Wehr 
20·21 21 ·5. 11 •3, 

Finals : Hanson d Lulkon 19·21 21 · 18. 11· 1 

Third : Wehr d Reynolds 16·21 21· 12 11·5 

Consol ation : Langan o Pires 21 -10 21--1 

Womens Oiv,s lon (round robin) 

First : Jac.,e Ra,ny 8·0 Second · Lufkin 6·2 Thrrd · Peggy 
Wn11temore 4-4 . Fourth : Mary Paul 2-6 fifth : Snaron Culoerson 
0•8, 

-Jerry Melaragno 

Missouri 
The first annual Spau lding Valent ine Racquetball 
Tournament was held Saturday and Sunday, 
February 11 and 12. at the Spauld ing 
Manchester Club , 200 Enchanted Pkwy . 

More than 100 women participated in the 
tournament, mak ing it the largest women 's 
racq uetb all event ever held ,n the St. Louis area . 
Entrants in the tournament ranged in age from 16 
to over 50, and included housewives , teachers 
and the Illino is State Doubles Racquetball 
champ ion Many of the women 1n the Spauld ing 
Valentine tournament were competing in a 
sporting event for the first time in their hves. 

First place winners or the Spau lding Ladies · 
Valent ine Tournament were Class A - Del 
Lore Ila, Class B - Chr is Hyatt , Intermediate -
Darhen Young, Novice - Tern Tobey and 
Sportsmanship - Sandy Potts . 

INTRODUCING 
THE STRATFORD 

COURT DOOR 
PACKAGE: 

It saves you time, money and simplifies 
your entire installation process. 

Just flush mount the If you 're build ing 
new or re-furb ish­
ing existing courts. 
you know that 
court availab ility 
is the name of 
the game . The 

D 

complete package 
and you 're done . 
It's prec isely what 

you've been look-
ing for to sol·1e 

your court door 
problems . Stratfo rd Court 

Door Package 
puts you in the 
ball game ... 
fast . It's a com­
ple te.p re-fi n­
ished , factory ­
assembled 
door package 
complete with 
a solid core. 
plast ic laminate door , pat ­
ented adjustable aluminum 
frame and hardware . No 
components to buy . And only 
one supplier to deal w ith. 

Tell me 
more. 
If you'd 

like to know 
more about 

how easily the 
Stratford 

Co urt Door 
Package 

can put you ba ck in 
the ball game . write for our 

free brochure . Or call us at 
(408) 263-8686 We 're at your 
seNice . 

STRATFORD INDUSTRIES, INC. 
2284 Paragon Drive 
San Jose, CA 95131 

Texas 
Result s of YMCA Championsh ips Feb. 16-18 at 
Houston Downtown YMCA : 
Men·s Sem i-Pro - 1st Jim Au.shn, 2nd John Dunlap. 3rd Mike 
Ze 1tman 

Men's B Singles • 111 Cart Mauck , 2nd Don Mnngum , 3rd Joe 
Perry Conso latio n Denny Casllllo 

Men's Open Singles · 1st JeH KwJr11or. 2nd Dan Groves . 3rd 
Pelo Wngnt. Consolation Aon Meck 

Men 's C Singles - 1st David Pearson. 2nd M,ke LeGrangc, 3rd 
Tom Sikorsky. Consolation Jack,o Reid 

Men's Senior Singles • 1st Jim Austin. 2nd John Watson . 3rd 
Ken Kochllk . Conso lalion Rudy Gomez 

Men 's Masters Singles • 1st RICk R,cn1er, 2nd Swnan 
We,derman . 3rd Joe Joiner . Con sol ali on Char les Per1<rns 

Women ' s Open Singles • 1 s1 Sus ,e Dugan, 2nd Jan,ce Seagull 
3rd Caro l Farrell. Consofalion Cnrys Co, 

Women ·s B Singles • 1st Dee Mo.ss1ha 2nd Kalfl leen Fauch 1ld. 
3rd Charoletle GriH,n Consolation Melissa Stephens . 

Women 's C Singles - 1st Barbara VO\Jng 2nd Karen Cerro . 
3rd Candy Long Consolal ion Ga,1 Hall ............... .. ... ........ 
Dino Owens and Ray Smith were the big winners 
at the Third Annual Top or Texas Racquetball 
Champ ionships Jan. 27-29 at the Amarillo 
YMCA . 

Owen s took the Open Men's Singles crown by 
topping Smith 15-2 1. 21-9, 11-2 . The duo then 
combined to take the 21-20, 18-2 1, 11-4 v ictory 
over J im McPher son and Mike Nugent. Also 
cla1m1ng titles 1n the USAA sanctioned tourney 
were Ted Heideman (B Men 's Singles) , Johnny 
Pierce (C Men ·s Singles) and Sandy McPherson 
(Women's Singles ). 

Result s: 
Open Men ' s Singles : 

Championship • Owens d Smith 15·2 1, 2 1·9, 11-2 . 

Consolat ion Final s • Torry Flcch, ood d Mari< Due 2 1 ·9 . 3·21 . 
11·3. 

e Men 's Singles : 

Champion shi p • Heideman d T,m Pocc 2 1•17, 2 1-1: 

Consolalion Finals • Denis Jolben d AIOnzo Ramos 21-13 , 
2 1·8 

C Men 's Sing les : 

Championsh ip • Pierced John Maynard 21 ·6 2 1 ·1 I . 

Consolat ion Finals - J,m Grecned Richard Pans2 1 · 15, 2 1 · 15, 

Women 's Singles · 

Champ ions hip · McPherson d Sorce Clemen ts, farle ,t 

Consolalion Finals • Chns1y Georges d Mary Q\, ens 21-6 , 
18·21. 11-0 

Open Doubles : 

Champ ionship • 0-vcn s/Sm,th d J McPncrson •Nugenl 21 ·20 . 
18·21 , 1 l •J , 

Consola tion • Mike Rob1nson.1Lcw1s Trammell d Aondnll 
Burton/Mari< Read 2 1·9, 21-14 
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Kentucky 
The Fourth annual River City Open . played at the 
Louisv ille Athletic Club the weekend of Feb. 3-5, 
turned into a ladder tournament for the traveli ng 
Memph is State Unive rsity team . MSU entered 
five into the 32 man Open field . They came away 
with the top three spots . In the finals , a pair of 
waterbugs masque rading as brothers. John and 
Keith Dunl ap, battled through a lightn ing th ree 
game s with John prevailing 15-2 1, 21-7, 11-3 . 
The unb elievable gets and retr ieves , as well as 
all the brotherly bant er, kept the pack ed house in 
a state of suspended GASP . The lone 
non -Memphis semifinal survivor was David 
Brown , of the host club . By the end of the 
weekend Dave had developed a Southern 
twang , as he beat Memphis State coach Larry 
Liles in the round of 16. lost to John in the Semi s, 
and finally succumbed to MSU player Jim Cull en 
for th ird . 

The strong est division. from top to bottom , was 
probably the Wom ens . Ther e wasn 't really a 
weak link in the entire field of 16. First seeded 
G eri Stoffregen, won as expected but not before 
be ing pres sed in the Semis by Bobb i Brennan 
before winning 21- 15, 21-1 5. The finals we re 
even closer, with the lithe Stoffregen finally 
edg ing Holly Rentz, 18-2 1, 2 1-15 , 11 -5 . It was an 
exceeding ly we ll played final, with Stoffreg en·s 
superior control and Holly's relative inability to do 
anylh ing with the many back wall set-ups 
pre sen ted her seen as the deciding factors . 

Kentucky's B ran ks have lost anothe r player as 
Jon Fleischaker fought his way through a tough 
52 man field (again dotted with Memp his State 
folks) to win a final grueling match with game Bill 
Gurner 2 1-5, 19-2 1, 11-4 . By the end of the 
match both players passed easily for well worn 
Seniors players . They were tired. Fleischak er 
had played two " Bragging rights " matches with 
members of the host club , and Gurner had gone 
to the third game for the third straight time . Tom 
Moo re def eate d Dave Marye for thi rd. 

Len Wi lson won hims elf another Seniors title . He 
defeated Gary Marsh 21-14 , 21 -12 in a fai rly 
routine match. In all candor , though, Gary left his 
game in the Semis where he went through an 
exhausting three game affair with Harold Huff. 
The scores of th is decisive Semi were 21-20, 
10-21 , 11-8. 

Bill Evans played two divisi ons , Open and 
Masters . Bill, who jus t turned 45 , exlended Jim 
Cullen to three games in the Open before losing. 
He won the Masters almost as he chose , 
defea ting Leigh Jones in the finals 21-11 . 21 -12 , 
after Leigh had pulled a big upset in defeat ing 
Don Detje n 1n the Sem is. Bil l had one very tough 
match with John Oh lhe 1ser in the quarters. 

Some random notes . C inci's Luann Gifford 
continues to improve, upsetting highly favored 
Lynn Simon in the quarte rs. Refereeing 
assignments have gotten much eas ier with the 
stipul alion that winners must referee 
imme diate ly afterwa rd . Many thank s to Seamco 
for continuing to supply balls to the tournam ents. 

THE FASTEST 
GROWING BUSINESS 
INTERNATIONALLY . • • 
Handball/Racquetball Court Clubs 
One-Day Regional Seminars Covering All 
Aspects Of This Tremendously 
Viable Enterprise 

Now available-Needed "Tools" 
New Seminar 

Report Booklet - $1 O □ 
40-Minute Tape Cassette -

Feasibility of Court Clubs 
-$10 □ 

May 5-6 - St. Louis 
Marriott Airport 

May 26-27 -
Washington , D.C. 
Marriott C rystal City, 1999 
Jetterson Davis Highway , 
Arlington, VA. 

June 9-10-New Orleans 
Airport Hilton Inn 

$150 per person covers Friday nite get-together cocktail 
party /introductions & all -day Saturd ay sess ions , reserved lunch . 

312 272-4508 
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Further details, mail to: 

Mort Leve, Execu tive Director , 
Court Club Enterprises 
360 Park Drive , Northbrook, IL 60062 

Results 
Men 's Open 

Quarters: J . Oun lap d Johnson 21-18 , 15·2 1. 11-1, Brownd . 
Shivel21 -14, 21·8 , K. Dun lapd . Fleischaker21-10 , 15·21, 11-7, 
Cullen d. Dabney 21-12 , 21-13 

Semis : J Dunlap d Brown 2 1 · 15, 2 1-11, K. Dunlap d Cullen 
21- 15, 2 1•17. 

Finals : J Dunla p d. K. Dun lap 15·2 1 21-7 , 11-2 

3rd Cullen d Brown 21•14 20 ·21, 11-3. 

Men 's B 

Quarters : Moored Layne 21- 18, 21-14 , Fleischa ker d., Kasten 
21·8 , 2 1-14 ; Marye d . Finn 21-12, 19·21 , 11· 10 ; Gurner d 
Marcum . 

Sem is: Fleisch aker d . Moo re 2 1-14, 2 1·8 , Gurner d Marye 
21-1 1, 19-2 1, 11·10 

Finals: Fle1schake r o. Gurner 2 1-5 . 19-2 1 l 1-4 . 

3rd : Moored Marye . 

Seniors 

Qu arters : Wilson d. Blankenship 21-1, 18·21 . 11-1, Marsh d. 
Hogge2 1·9 . 2 1•14; Bog gs d Detjen21 -16, 11-2 1, 11-4 , Huff d 
Schmitt 21-16 , 2 1·6 

Sem is : W1lson d Boggs21 ·6 , 21 · 11 ; Marsn d . Hutf21 ·20 , t 0·2 1 
11·8 . 

Finals : W ilson d Marsh 21-14 , 21-12 

3rd : Huff d Bogg s 21 ·2 , 2 1-9 . 

Mas ters 

Quarters : DeI1en d Dean21·9 , 2 1·8 , Joneso Wh1pple21 -15 
2 1 ·11 , Evan s d Ohlhe 1ser 2 1- 17 21-16 : Gurner d Ray 21 ·5 . 
21-11. 

Sem is : Jones d . Del ien 16-21 , 21·9 , 11-1 , Evan s d Gurner 
21-11 21·8 . 

Finals : Evans d Jones 21-11 , 21 -12. 

Women 's 

Quarters : Sto ffregen d. Erns l 21 •8 , 21 ·2 , Brennan d. Mowe ry 
21- 16. 2 1- 14. G1Nord d . Simon 21 -15, 21 - 16, Renlz d Burke 
21-15 . 2 t 11 

Semis : SIo lf regen d . Brennan 21-15 . 21-15 ; Rentz d Gillard 
21- 13. 21 · 12 

Finals : SIolfregen d. Ren tz 18-2 1 2 1-15, 11-5. 

3rd : Brenna n d Gifford 

-David Fleischaker 

Idaho 
Players from Utah, Montana , Washington and 
Idaho took part in the St. Va lentine 's Day 
Massacre Racquetba ll Tournament Feb. 1 0-12 
at the Idaho Falls YMCA and Racq uet Club. 
Open Singles 
Qua rters : Paul Bow ma n d Lyle B,ssell 2 1-7, 21-16. N,ck 
Han sen d. Dir~ Burgard 21- 7 21 ·4. Dan Green d. Len Bell 21-9 , 
21·13 , Dr ew Stodda rd d . Ron Sh ipley 21 ·6 , 2 1- 15 

Sem i-fi nal s: Bowman d. Hansen 2 I •I 1. 21 ·6 : Greend , Stodd ard 
2 1·20. 2 1- 17 

Finals : Green d Bowman 17•21 , 21-11 , 11•7 

Open Doubl es 
Quarters : Bowman /Stoddard d . BelVBissell 21-17 . 21-10 · 
Han sen /Ron Wold d. Tom Jones /Burgar d 21-15 , 21·6 

Sem i-finals : Bowm an Stod dard d Hansen/Wo ld 20·21 , 2 1 9 
11-8. 

Finals : Bowma n•SIod da rd d. Dan Green /Sh ipley 21 -17, 20 ·21 
11•7 

Wo me n' s Open : Sandy Trainer d B1Isy Sm 1Ih 19 ·21 , 2 1·18 , 
11·9 . 

Third : Bonnie Wilson. 

Co ns o lat io n : Sa lly Reid . 



Iowa 
Power racquetball-drive serves left and right, 
quick, low rallies, and popping rollouts-has 
arrived in Iowa. The 1978 USAA State of Iowa 
Singles Championships were won by shooters 
Feb. 18 and 19 at St. Andrew's Court in Cedar 
Rapids. 

Glen Withrow , teaching pro from Wildwo od 
Courts in Bettendorf, pressured his way to the 
state's Open Men's championships without 
having to change shirts between games . We 
really don't know how well Glen can play . 

Glen rattled Tom Callahan in the round of eight 
21-6, 21-13 and in the semis dispatched Jim 
Woolcock 21-4 , 21-1 1. 

Scott Nau came up through the bottom bracket 
sweating past junior player Scott Schafer 21-11 , 
14-21, 11-5. Tracy Frank sca red Nau in the 
semis 18-21, 21-8 , 11-6. 

Nau collided with a wall in the semis and limped 
into the club just before the finals were scheduled 
to announce his forfeit. Much tribute was paid to 
Nau for show ing up-balloon knee and all . 

Callahan took the Conso lation Open over 
Schafer 21-8, 21-19 . 

Frank Low has changed to a power game and 
took the senior divis ion without a doubt. John 
Rosenberg just off a week's skiing couldn't get 
five points in either semi-final game with Low, 
despite some pouting on the court . 

Low's final opponent, Charles Schafer beat an 
ailing (shoulder) Don Glanzer in the senior semis 
21-18, 21-8. Schafer was soundly whipped by 
Low 21-9, 21-9. Charles Schafer was considered 
the gentleman of the tourney with superb 
conduct on the court . 

Results 
Junior Mens 

Sem is: S Schaler d P O,llo 2 1•4. 21-17 , Tracy Frank d. S 
Chadwick 21•14. 2 1-12 

Fina ls : Schafer d Frank 21-1 7, 21 •4. 

Women·s Open 

Semis : Ginger M,halak,s d Deb Man, ng 21•4 . 21 · 12, Be1sy 
Olson d. Carol Murguri a 2 1·6, 21-17 

Fina ls : Mahalak, s d. Olson 21•7, 17•21 , 11·1 

Men's C 

Semis : Aus Hammord . M McGonegle 21 ·2 . 21-11 L Yeager d 
M Evans 21-14 , 2 1•4. 

Fina ls: McGonegle d. Yeager 21-1 7, 2 1 ·5 

-Tom Sweeny 

New York 
Leonard Gerbe~ and Mel Besd1n defeated Ron 
Crawford and Nell Schloss 21-3 , 21-5 to win the 
1978 Syracuse Jewish Community Center 
Centra l New York Doubles Racquetba ll 
Tournament held Jan. 30-Feb . 5 . 

Results 
Ouarter •Flnals: v,c1or Ka 1vMel Volin sky d. Doug Philo/Michael 
Collins 21·5, 21•14 ; Crawfo rd/Schloss d Ray S1e,n/Mike Janiak 
21-16 , 6·2 1, 11-5; Pres lon Prue/Bob Galv,n d. Ed S1ab1lefTony 
Manz, lor1e11; Gerber /Besd1n d. Pele Dawley ISluart Hancock 
21·1 , 21·5. 
Semi-Finals ; Crawford /Schloss d Ka!Z/Vohnsky 21 ·20 . 6 ·2 1, 
11•1; Besd ,nlGerber d. Prue/Galv in 21·10 . 2 1•7. 

Consolation : Ka!Z/Vohnsky d. Prue/Gal v,n 21-15 , 2 1·12 . 

California 

Karin Walton, right , beat Judy Clemens in the finals of the Women's Open Feb . 26 at the First Annual 
Orange County Racquetball Championships held at King 's Racquetball Court , Westminster, CA. 
Mark Morrow was Men 's Open winner m the event which raised money for the Eddie West 
Foundation , named to honor the late spo rts editor of the Orange County Register . 

'\ 
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HARD MAPLE ... M \/ re than 

just a great floor! 
The Maple Floor ing Manufacturers Assoc iation offers even more than 
great floors . MFMA also offers a library of important in format ion on 
the specification, care and marking of athletic surfaces . Court owners 
and potent ial owners of hard maple floors are invited to request this 
invaluable information at no obligation: 

1 ~~~~--<~r~-i ; 1 I 

--. /1 . . -,, _ .. - .. . I 
. . .- . -:.::--t • .~ ·. ·c MfMA .,; , 

--J\ ·- ,:ri,. ~-;.. -, \ · - • - HAIDM,Vll " '- i 
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.--------.--------------------------------------, Maple Flooring Manufacturers Association, Inc. 
1800 Pick wick Ave .. Glenview , IL 60025 312/724-7700 

D Game Markings Manual D Sweet's Catalog 
D Maple Floor Maintenance Guide D Spec/Data 

NAME _____ ___ __ ___ Tl 1 LE -- -----
COURT ___ ___ __ _ _ _____ __ ___ _ 

ADDRESS ---- - -- -- ---- -- -----
CITY STA rE ______ _____ ___ ZIP _____ _ 

TELEPHONE ____ ___ ____ NA ...... -~--------------------------------------~ 
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Montana 
The Missoula City Racquetba ll Tournament Feb. 
17-19 at the Courthouse Racquetball Club 
attracted 133 entries in what will probably be an 
::;-inual event in Missoula . 

In the championship series Greg Pekov ich 
defeated Gary Nygaard for the Men ·s Open title . 
Pekovich is the current state champion and 
Nygaard was state champ until 1976. Pekovich 
beat Nygaard through a combination of skilled 
passing shots and several deep court kill shots . 
Nygaard gave a tremendou s effort against his 
younger opponent in losing his second game . 

In the Men·s B Singles Bill Huttman , who 1s 44 
years old . beat Greg Luckm an, a Universi ty of 
Montana student, with experience and a power 
serve. Both players were left handed, which 
added interest to the match . 

In the Men 's C Singles Jac k Tawney outhustled 
Steve Hackney and finally wore him down in the 
last game . Hackney is older and played a good , 
de liberat e controlled game aga inst Tawney , who 
1s also a stud ent at the Univers ity of Montana 

In the Wom en's Open , Donna Diefenbach , 
winner of the Big Sky Open Racquetball 
Tournament held in Missoula last December , 
beat Jeanett e Crnich , a former state women's 
champ . Diefenbach beat Crnich on several close 
corner kill shots and many fast paced passing 
shots . Crnich played a good conservative , ceiling 
ball -kill shot game. 

The only major upsets occured in the Men 's B 
Singles events, where Bill Huffman defeated 
Terry Zahn , the number one seed, and Greg 
Luc kman defeated John Boyer , the number two 
seed . Luckman is the son of Joe Luckman , the 
current state Master's Champion . Tom Troxell , 
another seeded player, lost to Zahn in the early 
rounds . 

Tournament com mittee member s were J im 
Hami lton - tournament directo r : Jim Mayes -
manager /owner , The Courthouse Racquetball 
Club ; Rick Buxton and Larry O'Herren -
tournament co-workers, and Steve Bull, Rick 
Medvec , Eddie Carr, Steve Dahl strom and John 
Loc kridge - scorers , referees and floor 
managers. 

Tournament Results: 
Ouar1erf lnals • Singles 

Men' s Open : G Pekov,ch d G Pelerson , 21·9, 2 1 •7: Sie ve Bull 
d S. Dahlsuom,20 -21. 2 1-15, 11•4:J. Lockndgo d. E Carr21 ·9 . 
13·21 , 11-10; G. Nygaard d. M A1odel 21-6, 2 1•7 

Men ·s 8 : B. Hullman d T. Boone 2 1 ·20. 21 ·16, 11 ·9, T Zahn d. 
T . Troxell 21- 15. 21-13 : G. Luckman d. J. Boyer 12·21, 2 1· 18. 
11-8 . 

Men ·a C:J . Tawnoyd . B Mc0u ,rl<20•21. 21 · 16. 11 ·9, M. Horner 
d G. Johnson 21·19. 21·5 : J. Brooked . S Swartz 18·21, 21-20. 
11-5 , S. Hackney d. J . Barren 21 ·3. 21-2. 

Men 'a Novic e : J. Leonard d. A Linstrom 21 ·8. 2 1· 11: L. Fred d. 
A . Ronck 21-3. 21·6 : A. Barraclough d. Sullivan 21· 10. 21-10; D. 
Nord strom d. J Andorson 21·8 . 21· 18. 

Women ·a Open: D. D,efenbachd P. Guth 21·6 , 21-12. D. Patne1 
d. C . Taylor 21 ·2, 2 1-2 . P. Nygaard d. J. Harner 21-16 . 21-7; J. 
Crn ich d. K. Allhon 2 1-0, 21·3 . 

Women 's Novice : P. Madsen d. B John son 21-6 , 21· 11; P. 
Shyd ran d. D. Lango 21-4 . 21•14; K. Wyckman d. S. Leonard 
2 1· 1. 2 1-0. 
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Gary Nygaard , right, former Montana s tate champ, chases down a ball off the back wall , hit by Greg 
Pekov ich, current stat e champion, who won the Missoula City Racq uetball Tournament . 

• 
- Ranoy L Rassmussen pno10 
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Ouart er1Inal • Doubl es 

Men 's Open : S Bull • J Burn s d . G . Peterson • W Taylor6•21 . 
21-11 , 11-7; T Boone • M M1kleson d M McOulrl< • R Medve c . 
E Carr · J Lockridge d D Guth · E Henry 16·21, 21·13 11•4 

Men 's B: J. Boyer -B Huffman d. J. Tawney -M Homer 2 1·9 , 
21•17; C Sleward -G Luckman d . J Ham1lton -T. Zahn 21-19 , 
21•4 J. Bower-A Thomasd J March -B Brazeau21-16 , 2 1-16 , 
D. Barretn ·M Sm 1lh d B Nooney -$ Criswell 21 • 1 I , 21 ·6 

Wo men 's Open: P Guth •P Nygaard a . D Patenl •J Wahlberg 
2 1-17 21· 10 

Semillnal Singl es 

Men 'sO pe n: G. Peko v1chd S Bull21 ·3 21·9 G Nygaardd J. 
Lockndge 21- 10 . 21·12 

Men'sB : 8 Huttmand T Zahn21·20 21-12 G Luckmand J 
Boyer 12·2 1, 21· 18, 11·8 

Men's Novice: L Fred d J. Leonard 2 1•14 21 -14 R 
Barrac lough d D. Nordst rom 21 · 12. 2 1·19 

Women 's Open : D. Diefenbach d D Patent 21 ·2 . 2 1 ·2 J Crnich 
d K Althen 21 ·0 21·3 

Y,,omen 's Novi ce : P Madsen d S Johnson 21 •2 21-1 K 
Wyci<tnan d K. Shyd 1an 21-12 21 · 13. 

Champ ion ship -Si ng les 

Men's Ope n: Pekov1ch d Nygaard 21 · 18 21·20 

Men' s B : Huffma n d Luckman 21 ·3 21•17 

Men's C: Tawn ey d Hackney 2 1-4, 5-21 11-4 

Men 's Nov ice : Fred d Barrac lough 21-15 2 1·5 

Wome n's Op en : Diefenbach d Crnich 21-12 , 21-1• 

Women 's No v ice : Madsen d, Wyckman 21 ·3 21-12 

Doub les-Ch ampi on sh ip 

Men 's Open : Nygaa ra-Pekov1ch d Carr -Lockndge 21-16 21 ·9 

Men 's B: Bower -Thom as J Steward-Luckman 20 ·21 , 21-18 
11·3. 

Women 's Open . Gulh·Nygaard a Paient -Wahloerg 21-17 
21·10 . 

Mixed Doubles : Pekov1ch-D1efenbacn d Nygaard -Nygaard 
21-10, 21-19 . 

Conso lati on Result s 

Men's Op en: Burns d Henry 21•14 21-12 

Men's B: M McGlnley d . C McA fee 21-1 9, 2 1 · 11. 

Men 's C: B. Noone y d . G Smith 2 1 17. 2 1- 12 

Men's Nov ice: T Peck d R Jonnson 21-18 , 2 1-15 

Women 's Open : Gu lh d Harner 2 1•7. 21·8 

Women 's Nov ice : 8 March d P Koprovoca 21 ·3 21·5 

-J im Hamilton 

Louisiana 
The First Annual Louisiana State Racquetball 
Championships were held October 26-28 at Red 
Lerille's Health & Racquet Club in Lafayette. LA. 
Eighty-se ven playe rs participated in the 
tournament. 

Irvin David, who is the tennis pro at Red's, was 
the tournament dire ctor. Under his direction the 
tourna ment wa s considered such a success that 
the state tourna ment is again sched uled to be 
held at Red's on September 16· 18 , 1978. 

Results : 
Men's Ope n: 81lly Hohday d Larry Bobbit t. 21-17 21-16 David 
Marshall d . Chtt Zeaus for 3rd place . 21 ·16. 21-18 

Con solati on : Mike Almeuco d Tim Hannon . 21-19 . 21 - 11 

Men's B : GuyFagetd R,ckCn 1que i n , 17•21 21-17. 11 ·3 Harry 
Stel ly d M ike Kindl for 3rd place . 21-16 . 21 ·6 

Co ns o lati on : Mar~ Com eaux d J Savoie . 21 ·12. 21 ·6 

Men ' s C : D Clinkenbeard d Bob Morg an 21-1 7 21·8 Jack 
Jones d Steve Ohnomus for 3rd place . 21·20 . 16·21 I 1·9 

Co nso lati on : R Harns d Pal Froeba . 17•21 21 · 15. 1 Hi 

Men's Dou bles : Bobb·II and Slelly d Marshall & Fred Gu1llol , 
21 - 16. 2 1 - 1 O Zea1rs ano Wa rren Aeutner d Almeri co & Paul 
Bruno lor 3rd place (no sco,e available) 

Co nso latio n : Bob Soule and Ch1Que bn d Sanfo rd Comeaux and 
Mark Comeaux . 21·20 21•7 

Wom en 's Open : Rene Hebert d. Froeba . 10·21 . 21·13 . 11•4 . 
Kalhleen Morg an d Becky Roberts lor 3rd olace . 17•2 1. 2 1 ·9 , 
11 •4 

Co ns o lation : L Simoneaux d Candy Zeaors. 21-15 . 21-4 

Sen ior s : Reuther d Chuck Croh. 2 1·19 ,21-1 8 Gu1llotd . Morg an 
lor 3 rd place, 21-11 , 2 1· 1. 

Co nsol ati on : Donald Gunlher d Bob Baudry . 21-14 18·21. 
11 •J 

-Larry Bobbitt 

Upcoming Events 
May 19-21 
Northwest Tennis and Swim Club Invitational; 
Northwest Tennis and Swim Club, 5525 Cedar 
Lake Rd., St. Louis Park , MN , 55416 , 
612·546-5474, Ron Strom tournament directo r. 

May 19-21 
Northwest Tennis and Swim Club Invitational; 
Northwest Tennis and Swim club, 5525 Cedar 
Lake Rd., St. Louis Park, MN, 55416, 
612-546 ·5474, Ron Strom tournament director . 

May 26·28 
The Presque Isle Racquetb all Open : Kings Court 
Racquetball Club, 100 Penn Briar Drive, Erie, PA 
16509 , 814 ·868·9262 . Tom Thompson 
chairman : Entries close May 20 . 

July 14·16 
Aquatennial Tournament ; Kings court , Rosev ille , 
2560 Fry Street, Roseville, MN 55113 ; Kings 
Court , Edina, 7001 Cahill Road, Edina, MN 
55435 , 61 2-941·6391 . Tuck Peterson 
tournament director 

July 28·30 
Third Annu al Wyler's Wom en's Open 
Racquetb all Tournament : The Court House . 
1901 Raymond Dr .. Northbroo k. IL 60 062, 
312 ·498 -3626, Jim Verh aeghe tournament 
director. 

e 
Please include players · first as well as last 
names the first lime you mention them ,n 
tournament results And please type 
tournament results double or triple 
spaced Thanks . 
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KEMIKO TAKES YOUR 
BEST SHO 

This unretouche - photo was taken 7 months 
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,, ', ., , .; . after the walls were painted. The left side of photo 
(front wall) was painted with Kemiko Court Coat and the right side 

with a national brand 2 component epoxy . Neither wall has been cleaned . Kemiko 
,, ~ . 

'.t 
Court Coat resists ball marks . 

KEMIKO COURT COAT 
is a urethane coating system proven to withstand the abuse of ball impacts on racquetball/handball courts . 
Kemiko Court Coat originally was designed for the space program where it protected ext ernal surfaces against 
extreme and punishing conditions. 
The molecular structure of Kemiko Court Coat is so light that it does not readily accept ball marks even after 
months of constant play . Kemiko Court Coat has a proven record of lasting much longer than other court coat­
ings with minimum maintenance . 
Use Kemiko Court Coat for new or existing courts. Elim inate the mess of paint ch ips and constant ball mark ing 
cleaning maintenance. All Kemiko Court Coat applications are done by factory-approved applicators. 

• NEW OR EXISTING COURTS LASTS YEARS WITHOUT RECOATING 
• RESISTS BALL MARKING • WASHABLE - EASILY CLEANED 
• TOUGH AND FLEXIBLE • CAN BE APPLIED OVER VARIOUS SURFACES 

Only KEMIKO provides Coating Systems for the ent ir e Sporting Goods Industries . 
NAMES YOU KNOW USING KEMIKO: 

L.A. City Parks & Recreation System 
University of Calif. at Los Angeles; UCLA 
North American Aviation 
McDonnell Douglas 
Anaheim Stadium 
Stan Thompson Golf 
Escondido Racquet Club 

Aldila 
Golf craft 
Acushnet 
Delta Golf 
Graffaloy 
Carbonite 
Fansteel 

QUALITY WITHOUT COMPROM ISE SINCE 1930 

California Way 
Garcia 
Fenwick 
Saddleback Court Club 
Saddleback Community College 
Supreme Courts 
Walt Eagle & Associates 

Commerce Club (R. 8. Development) 
The Aspens - Southwest Industries 
Pasadena Athletic Club 
Marguerite Center (Watts Western Co.) 
Mission Viejo Co. 
Escondido Athletic Club 

At Kemlko we have been de vel op i ng coating systems for concret e and asphalt for over 40 years ; systems fo r dec orating, prese rving , 
waterproofing, and prot ec ti ng these surfaces for home, Industry, end recreational areas. Tho singular goal of our research and develop ­
ment - past, present, and future Is to give you. the ultimate user, the best finishes for your pa rt icular needs . 

& 
Please write or phone (213) 579-6270 

O ADVANCE KEMIKO, INC. 
6)ffi~ 2213 North Tyler Avenue • South El Monte, California 91733 

Applicator Territories 
open in some area s. 



Guest Essay 

The How to Look While Playing Racquetball controversy continues, following 
two articles in Nationa l Racquetball criticizing the clothing chosen by most 
player s. Last month we published a raft of letters for and against a better 
racquetball look . In this essay a California player plays down the importance of 
fashion on the racquetball court. 

The Case for Casual 
by Trevor J. Swanson 
Racqu etbal l players have been taken 
to task twice in recent issues of 
National Racquetball, prima rily 
because of their attire. Chuck Leve and 
James H. Rutz both lament the general 
appearance of players , amateur and 
pro , male and female al ike . We are 
compared to partic ipants in tennis and 
golf - and found lacking . Leve and 
Rutz ind icate that our unsightly dress 
and vulgar behav ior are responsible for 
every kind of ill effect except hangnai ls 
in casual onlookers . The most serious 
charge is that this obvious lack of class 
will retard the growth of racquetba ll. 
Allow me to prese nt the case for the 
uns ightly . 

First I offer no defense for those rare 
players with a puzzling personal 
antipathy to soap and water . To follow 
them on the court is to suffer a more 
out rageous assault on the senses than 
being abandoned in downtown Los 
Ange les dur ing a full-scale smog alert. 
As everyone knows it is hard to play 
while holding your breath . One can 
only rephrase the sentimen ts of Rutz 
and advise those gu ilty players : " Get 
thee to a washery - and take thy 
clothes ." 

Second I must concede that 
racquetball players do some times 
exhibit the casual look . We have all , on 
occasion, viewed what appears to be a 
six foot bundle of assorted rags 
flapping about the court. I've been 
guilty of some lapses myself. My wife 
snickers at my horizontally str iped shirt 
worn with vertical ly striped joggi ng 
pants. I have even overheard 
disparaging comments about my lucky 
red Adidas with the purple laces . The 
censoring of women playing sans bra 
seems a little out-of-step in these 
liberated times - say about 15 to 20 
years . 

But things are not always as they 
appear - or fail to appear . For those 
who decry our grace and style as 
compa red to tenn is, let me point out a 
cruc ial difference ; one is primar ily for 
participating and the other is mostly for 
watch ing. Any true aficionado knows 
which is more the part icipato ry sport . 
Many of those perfect ly matched 
outfits, Pierre Cardin suits, and cute 
little skirts on women are to be seen , 
not played in. When you see a woman 
at a racquetball court club , she is there 
to play, not to be obseNed in the 
socially correct situation . 

The fact that racqu etbal l is a 
part icipatory sport has an important 
corollary for those consc ious of style; 
when you vigorous ly eng age in a sport, 
you sweat. Supposed ly, "horses 
sweat, men perspire, and women 
dew ," but when I play, I sweat. There is 
no other description: water forms ; 
drops dr ip off my nose ; rivulets run 
down my neck ; puddles col lect in my 
shoes . The most wonderfully stylish 
outfit lacks luster when soaked ; the 
most carefully coiffed hair looks matted 
when watery . 

Further women who play racquetball 
persp ire, and some even sweat. This is 
unlike more elegant sports where a few 
beads of moisture may dew the 
forehead when actio n becomes 
"intense ." Fifty percent of tenn is 
players do not have a problem with 
profuse sweat because they rarely 
keep the ball in play long enough to 
exert themse lves. This is also true of 
golf, which approaches a leisurely 
Sunday afternoon stroll for action. 
Those who play racque tball , even 
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beginners , know that action is vigorous 
in their sport ; when you have the ball 
captured in a reasonably small area, 
rallies lengthen - and perspiration 
follows . 

Likewise it is easy to appear graceful in 
tennis , where you gracefully seNe or 
gracefully return seNe - and then 
gracefully walk two courts down to 
gracefully retrieve the ball . In 
racquetball the ball is almost always 
there, and you are there - lung ing into 
corners, ricocheting off of walls , and 
sliding on the floor - to retrieve it. 
Admittedly, this is not graceful, BUT 
IT'S A LOT MORE FUN AND BETTER 
EXERCISE . I've seldom been accused 
of being graceful, having (at various 
times) hit myself in the shin, knee , 
elbow, and forehead with my racquet , 
and - in an exceedingly graceful 
moment - stepped on my racquet 
after a picturesque forehand kill. 

The inescapable conclusions from a 
comparison of tennis and racquetball 
are: 
1 . It is easier to be stylish and graceful 
when playing tennis because, for most 
of us, there is a lot less play involved, 
and, 
2. So what? 

A hea lthy body , from engag ing in an 
ac tive sport, beats tarnat ion out of any 
dev ilishly sty lish outf it enc los ing an 
out-of-condit ion frame . Our va lues are 
topsy-turvy when we cons ider how we 
look more important than how healt hy 
we are , or how much fun we have . 
Exerc ise is the name of the game, and 
it's more vigorou s and more fun in 
racquetball. 

Racquetball has yet to attain the "in " 
status of tenn is, where it is often more 
important to be seen than to be 
"doing ." Many associate tennis with 
the camera sweeping the audience for 
celebrit ies at Caesar 's Palace during a 
Connors /whoever championship 
match. Celebr ity tennis. If a celebrity , 
such as Wayne Rogers or Adr ienne 
Barbeau , is associated with 
racquetball, they are playing the game . 
Participat ing, not spectating . 

In terms of the top players in tennis and 
racquetball , I be lieve Hogan , 
Brumfield, Bledsoe, Wright , et al can 
compare with any of golf and tennis 
stardom. After all it was Chr is Evert 
who made Hollywood dress designer, 
Richard Blackwe ll's, list of 

"worst-dressed " women in 1977. 
Blackwel l says of Evert , 'Hta1lored is in 
... so is boring ." 

Fina lly Chuck Leve 's fear that 
racquetbal l w ill never ga in national , or 
international , prom inence as long as 
we remain casual is ground less . One 
thing w ill bring racquetbal l into the 
limelight and money : adequate 
television coverage , as Bob Kend ler 
has pointed out many times . In truth 
with the advent of sophisticated 
television coverage , util izing severa l 
cameras and replay ability , will come 
the sponsor pressure which will mean 
stylish conformity for racquetball 
apparel. Hopefully the rest of us 
racq uetba ll clowns will be able to 
cont inue in our same old sloppy 
fash ion, having a good time and 
staying healthy . 

In summary , as Diane Keaton , who 
also made Blackwell 's 
"worst-dressed " list, would 
undoubtedly say about all this "style " 
flap , "well , ah, um . . . 
la de dah, yawn ." • 

PRO SHOPS-STORES-YMCA'S 
• BUY AT WHOLESALE FACTORY PRICES FOR • Leach • Seamco • Champion 
• DELIVERY FROM STOCK • ON TIME 
SEAMCO 
~559 

S12.00 doz./6 doz . or more. 

• All RocquetbiJ/1 Equ ipm en t In 
Stock Fo r Imm ediato Delivery 

• For A Compl ete L isting Of It ems 
and Pr,ccs Wri te For Our 40 
Page Who/ es.,/e Fvll -Colo r 
Catal og. 

LEACH 
SWINGER 
RACQUET 
1 doz . Quantity 
S10 .90 Ea. 

CHAMPION r,610 
RACQU ETBAL L 
GLO VE 
A s Low As $3 .50 Ea. "; d """ so,um rn c~•G • 

~.9.!l~ .. ~.!!!!! ........ !=.c?.~"'"" 
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DATES - Four one -week sessio ns 
July 30 - August 5 For begi nners onl y (have played 1 year or less ) 
August 6-August 12 For beginners and intermediates. 
August 13-August 19 Fo r beginners and inte rmediates . 
August 20-August 26 For in termediate and advanced . 

PROGRAMS 
15 hours of profess ional instructio n both in the classroom and on t he courts . V ideo 
tape analysis • f i lms • and plenty of free practice time in preparation for handicap 
tournament on the final day . 

FAMILY ACTIVITIES 

RATES 

There wi ll be free time every afternoon so that the enti re fam ily may enjoy the following 
ac t ivities toget her : ten nis instruction • swimming • river rafting • trout fish ing • 
horseback riding • 18 hole championship golf course • gondola ride • biking • hiking • 
barbeq ue party • jogging trai ls • vil lage shopping • nurse ry and day care camp • night 
li fe and five restaurants. 

Camp Cost (per student) 
Room Cost (for 6 nights ) 

$225 .00 

Convert ible I (Stud io-m aximu m 4 persons) 
Single occupancy $144 .00 per person 
Doub le occupancy 72.00 per person 
Triple occupancy 48.00 per person 

Conver t ible II $198.00 
(Studio with additional bedroom 
and 2 baths-maximum 6 persons) 

All camp partic ipants w i ll stay in the Storm Meadows Condominiums with in 200 yards of 
the A thl etic Club. All rooms (Convertible I & II) are fully equipped with complete cook ing 
fac il iti es , fireplace and panoramic view from your ba lco ny. 

FREE BONUS 
In addition , each student will receive , as part of his tu ition , a Wi&on racquetbal l shirt , 
shorts and tote bag as well as a camp photograph for your family album. 

FO R MORE IN FOR MAT ION PLEA SE CO NTACT: ---------------------------------­Davey Bledsoe Racquetb all Ranch • Storm Mea dows At hletic Clu b • 
Box 1566 • Steambo at Springs, Colo rado• 80477 • (303) 879-1036 

Please send me your complete bro c hure on the Davey Bledsoe Racquetball Ranch . 

Nam e 

Add ress 

City _________ State ______ Zip _ _ _ ___ Phone 
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PROfiles 

tun 
PROfil e Author Dan Bertolucci, who has been Ben Koltun ·s opponent on the pro tour , says "I 
can tell you - from personal exper ience - that Ben 's performance lives up to his New 
Player of the Year award ... 

76 MAY 

by Dan Bertolucci 

Ben Koltun is probably the most 
improved player on the 
Colgate /Seamco /Leach pro tour today , 
but he didn't get there without hard 
work and dedication. Ben hails from St. 
Louis and started playing seven years 
ago at the age of 13 at the Jewish 
Community Center, alsong with other 
racquetball supe rstars like Steve 
Serot, Jerry Hi lecher and Marty Hogan. 

"I took up racquetball because it was a 
great workout and fun at the same 
time, " Koltun says . "At that time I 
weighed close to 170 - a real blimp . 
My friends called me Maya the 
Elephant Boy. I lost 30 to 35 pounds 
playing four to six hours a day in the 
summer and weekends . Hogan and I 
came up about the same time, though 
he had been playing a few years 
before . Hilecher and Serot were the 
stars back then and I guess my dre am 
was to be just like them -
profess ionals ." 

Without a doubt Koltun has reached his 
goal. In 1975 he was crowned the 
National Junio rs champ and he went 
on to win the 1976- 77 National 
Amateur championships and the 1977 
New Player of the Year award . He 
received $5,000 to help pay for a 
college education . Ben is currently a 
sophomore at Meremec Junior College 
in St. Loui s and he plans to attend the 
Univers ity of Missouri. 

Although Ben hasn 't won a pro tour 
stop to date , he is a threa t to anyone he 
faces . His best finish this year has been 
making it to the semis twice, losing to 
Hogan in close contests. These 
performances have given him a 
number eight national rank ing and 
enough winnings to continue to finance 
his college educat ion . 

Last season, Ben's rookie year , he lost 
many times in th ree games , but the 
close matches convinced him that he 
could beat any one of the top play ers. 
The lack of experience and exposure 
were two reasons why Ben felt he didn 't 



do better. Since last year Ben has 
combined his serve and shoot style 
with some court moxy displayed by 
players cut out of the control mold . 

"I depend largely on my serves for 
many points in a game ," Koltun says . ··1 
feel my serve is among the toughest in 
the game . It 's not as fast as the other 
players· (Hogan , Bledsoe , Hilecher) , 
but from one point in the service box I 
have four serves which are very 
deceptive ." 

Ben credits his progress from top 
amateur player to eighth ranked 
profess ional to Tra iner-Coach Joe 
Zelson (former Masters Doub les 
champ). 

"/ meet with Joe once or twice a week 
and we discuss , in detail , game plan s, 
strategy and an analysis of my game . 
He plays with me and cr itic izes me , 
helping me achieve the pur ity of 
execution necessary for winning . He 
sees things I can 't see and I feel that 
he 's 100 per cent beneficial , and not 
just a crutch ." 

A typical day 's schedu le for Ben would 
include school unti l early afternoon and 
play for about an hour after a ser ies of 
exercises that he and Joe developed , 
followed by individual practice 
sessions where he hits 600 to 1,000 
shots and serves . Ben also does spr int 
running because he feels tha t "in the 
third game , when you really have to go 
all out, you need to have the recov ery 
that spr int routines help bui ld up ." 
When play ing competit ively Ben plays 
with Serot when he's in town , or with 
top area players . Sometimes he 'll try 
some two on one and work with the 
local juniors , who all are after t,im . 

Besides racquetba ll Ben likes mus ic. 
"I'm constantly buy ing new albums 
and tapes ," he says . It's been rumored 
that if you ask him, Ben will sing like 
Elvis Presley - the only person 
besides himself who Ben cla ims is his 
idol. Ben collects every album , poster 
and other Elvis memorab ilia, and even 
owns a black sequined suit like the 
white one the late singer made famou s. 

Ben 's a winner when he 's concent rating , as in this game against fourth ranked Jerry Hilecher . 

In sports Ben was a star baseball 
player before he started play ing 
racquetball. "Hogan and I played m the 
same league on opposing teams . Ask 
him sometime about the triple I hit off 
him to win a game . I p layed footba ll in 
ninth grade - well I made the team but 
got kicked off a week later for skipp ing 
pract ic e. The only other sports I 
compete in now are tennis in the 
summer and a game that Serot and I 
play - squash . Oh I can 't forget g in 
rummy - I play that a lot too ." 

Ben and Marty Hogan have known 
each other a long time and people 
wonder what it's like to be the number 
one player 's frequent roommate . Says 
Ben :" / haven 't played Marty that often , 
so I don 't have to worry too much about 
beat ing the guy I room with ." • 
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Dear Mr. Shay : 

I am a long time lover of racquetball and 
avid lover of photography . I am try ing to 
put both loves togethe r. 

I am forever humbled by your great work 
covering this difficult to shoot , fast moving 
sport . Your pictures are marvelous I 
especially like the cover of the pro tour 
program . Your coverage of the pro tour 1n 
National Racquetball is superb . 

I am a member of Kings Racquetball 
Court 1n Westminste r, CA, and have a 
chance to shoot amateur racquetba llers in 
action, on Kings · Royal Court . Could you 
please give me some tips on shooting 
racquetbal l. I would like to know the 
lenses used most often , focal length, type 
of film and at what speed you shoo t, both 
color and black and white , and any special 
processing you use. Do you do your own 
process ing? If so which deve lopers are 
you using for which film? 

Any information you can pass along to me 
will be greatly appreciated . 

78 MAY 

Jack Coots, 
Long Beach, CA 

Art Shay, National Racquetbal/ 's official photographer , was a wartime flier who 
ho lds five Air Medals and the Distinguished Flying Cross . As a Ute reporter he 
worked on some 200 Ute stor ies before becoming a photographer . He has had 
1,000 pictures in Life, 1,000 in Time, 600 in Sports Illustrated (15 covers), 600 in 
Fortune . He has written and photographed 50 books , the last 10 being sports 
books , including five on racquetbal l. He has photographed annual reports and 
books for such companies as Motorola and Quaker Oats, Zenith and National 
Can. He was ABC -TV's still photographer at the Mont real Olympics and will travel 
to Par is this fall to cover an internat ional gymnastic meet. 

Art has been handball champ of SkyHarbor and the Court House in Northbrook, 
IL, and the past year has become an A racquetball player, thanks to a little 
coaching by Charl ie Brumf ield, Marty Hogan and Jean Sauser while wor king on 
books with them . He is entering the Golden Masters Nationals June 17-24, and 
will have a problem if he gets to the finals and has to photograph himself in act ion . 
For a man who did 50 of Life's Mafia stories this shouldn 't be too hard . 



Feature 

Tips From One Of The Country 's Top Sports Photographers 

Each week , as interest in racquetba ll 
builds, I get a couple of letters from 
camera fans who play racquetball and 
want to photgrpah it. Last week 's letter 
was from an already competent West 
Coast photogr apher named Carole 
Charfauros . Thi s week 's letter , printed 
on the oppos ite page , is from Jack 
Coots of Long Beach , CA . Jack, I know 
you'll pardon me for answering your 
letter so that thou sands of other 
racquetbal l picture takers can learn at 
the same time . 

Let me begin by saying that racquetball 
is one of the toughest sports to shoot by 
the light that exists in most courts . It is a 
fast game played in an enclosure that, 
80 per cent of the time , doesn 't offer a 
good photogr aph ic point of view . 
These opinions are sha red by my 
24-year-o ld son and fellow racquetball 
photog rapher , Dick Shay . 

There is the balcony , wh ich is fai rly 
common , althoug h a few courts don 't 
even have balcon ies. Pictures from a 
balcony , how ever, tend to lose most of 
their drama . (Tho se "balcony " type 
shots of, say, football, cover the action 
O.K. , but it's those ground leve l 
cameras and the ir zoom lenses that 
give you the feeling of being right ther e, 
which is the aim of good sports 
photography .) The high ang le gives 
you more "coverage " in most sports , 
especially racquetbal l. 

Let me beg in by listing possible 
positions and situations for shooting 
racque tball from best to worst. 
(1) The very best position is thro ugh a 
front wall made of glass such as the 
unique court of the Northw est 
Suburban Y in Des Plaines, IL. When 
the new Engl ish two way glass comes 
along, more and more courts will have 
a wall with spec tators and 

Shay shot this pro program cover pho to 
from a front cou rt window . 

--- ... . . . . -. -

-

Part I 
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The photographer needs to lie down on the 
floor for the best posed player shot. 

photographers looking in, players not 
disturbed by movements of the 
audience or photographers . 
(2) Some clubs have a front window a 
few feet off the floor, center court . 
Having a photographer shoot from this 
position dosen 't bother such players as 
Charlie Brumfield or Marty Hogan . I 
shot them from that kind of window at 
the Tropicana courts in Las Vega s at 
the 1975 Nationals , and this picture is 
being used on the 1977- 78 pro 
program cover. Evergreen Park (IL) 
Bath and Tennis Club is another club 
with a fine window in its front wall 
exhibition court. 
(3) Kings Racquetball Court in 
California has a glass booth 
arrangement that's about six feet too 
high for effective act ion pictures . When 
the TV movie was made of a 
tournament there, this camera pos ition 
had to be augmented by views from the 
back glass wall , low angle.and from the 
sides. 
(4) When the court has side glass and 
back walls , it's possible to get fairly 
good racquetbal l pictures . 
My favorite position is at the lower right 
hand corner for a back glass wa ll and 
about three feet from the front wall on 
the right side of a court with one glass 
side wall. This right side position gives 
you a good view of forehand and 
backhand shots. If there are two side 
walls, I will shoot from the left side for 
some of the matches. 
(5) The worst alternates of all - maybe 
a tie with balcony pictures - are the 
"make believe, .. simulated action 
pictures. Pros will hold still for these 
before a match , but these pictures 
rarely have the spontaneity of 
hard-game action shots . St ill, for the 
loca l newspaper photographer 
unfamiliar with racquetball and 
pressed for time, or for the club 
photographer who wants a record of a 
match a little different from a trophy 
picture -or to shoot your family sta r -
it's a good idea to get on the court with 
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your two players, lie down on the floor 
about six feet from the front wall , and 
using a normal lens, get your players to 
try to volley softly from mid court , 
aiming over your head . ( I've been hit in 
the lens and eye this way by no less a 
racquetball dignitary than Charlie 
Drake , the boy gen ius of Leach 
Industries.) Most press photographers 
are in a hurry to get back to the office 
with their racquetbal l picture, so th is 
"posed action" is probably the best bet 
for them . If you are a manager hosting 
the press , this approach will help save 
time. 

If you want the ball com ing off the 
racquet in a shot you 're pos ing on the 
court . and wait for what The Brum ca lls 
The Splat , it may be too late . Shoot just 
as the ball reaches the racque t. When 
you desperately want the ball in a 
posed pictu re, have the player hit right 
at you , or a little higher . Any player 
except Char lie Drake , that is. With the 
bal l com ing at you in a straight line the 
chances are good that it wi ll appea r in 
your shot. 



If you 're stuc k with a balcony , a norm al 
lens wil l somet imes fill the frame with 
two players facing the rear wall as one 
of them makes a back wall shot. Th is 

· doesn 't happen too often, so yo u have 
to watch for it. I use the seq uence 
camera (Nikon Fs and Nikon FMs), but 
that's an old Life and Sports Illustrated 
thing - to shoot like mad . (Covering a 
football gam e for SI I shot 28 rolls . Ne il 
Leifer shot 31 !) Actua lly if you know a 
little about racquetball and realize that 
from the time you push the tr igge r until 
the picture is taken takes about 1 /30th 
of a seco nd, you can antici pate good 
peak action shot s one frame at a time. 
There 's a moment of concentration as 
that ball hits the back wall and the 
player is setting up for the shot that 
often makes a good picture IF you lead 
a little , or antic ipate the shot, allowing 
for that miniscule time lag of 1 /30th of a 
second . 

Those Disturbing Technical 
Questions , Starting With 
Black and White 

This br ings us to the questions that 
disturb most racquetbal l 
photographe rs - the technical 
quest ions . 

Let's begin with black and white. 
Kodak' s Tr i-X or llford 's new HP 5 films 
are best for racquetbal l. Rate the film at 
800 ASA. (Tell your lab you want it 
developed at 800 ASA or "pushed one 
stop ," which means the same , or do It 
yourself about one-th ird more 
develop ing time you 'd use for 400 ASA 
black and white . D 76 developer diluted 
one to one at 68 deg rees and 
deve loped for 15 minutes should give 
you 800 ASA. So should my second 
choice , UFG at five and one-half 
minutes . But make a test first . Most lab 
conditions and temperatures vary 
somewhat. ) 

Shay doing his job catc hing the important · 
gallery people . . . 

. . . this time it's Seamco 's vice pres ident Bob 
Coate at one of the tour stops . 

Eighty per cent of all the racquetball 
courts I've seen are lit with arc lamp 
bulbs , usually six to eight fixture s to the 
cei ling . Th is should give you an 
exposure of 1 /250th of a second at 
F :2.8. Be prepared to lose a few frames 
to "arc lamp shadow ." When you have 
to shoo t through glass, you 'll usually be 
dealing with a green tint that cuts down 
the exposure by one-third to one -half 
stop . Th is brings you to F:2.5 , about 
halfway between you r F:2 and F:2.8 
markings on your lens . Don 't lean too 
heavily on your bui lt-in camera 
exposure mete r: it wi ll register too 
much light from the walls . If you use 
your built-in meter , take a close-up 
reading of a player's face - not the 
white T-sh irt - and use that. If you then 
shoot throug h glass , open up another 
half stop , as I've suggest ed. I've found 
that the 1 /250 is fast enough to "sto p " 
most action acceptably well. 

Caro le Charfauros writes to say she 
has a grain prob lem wh en she blows up 
her picture. Grain is almost always a 
func tion of over development. You 
shou ld test a sequ ence - three frames 
to each exposure, then skip a frame 
with your hand held over the lens to 
give you a blank . Thus shoot 1 /250 at 
F:2 three times, at F:2.8 three times, at 
F:4 three times and at F :5.6 three 
times . If your normal development (that 
is normal , pushed one stop) makes 
your 1/250 at F:2.8 negatives too 
heavy - too dark , too much expos ure 
- the chanc es are an 8 by 10 
enlarge ment of one of these fram es will 
give you grain , a sort of mottled effe ct 
over the entire pictu re . Try the 1 /250 at 
F:4 sequence. The enlargement 
should give you less grain . 

The thing to do now is cut back on your 
development until you feel that F :2.8 at 
1 /250 gives you an acceptable 800 
ASA negat ive . • 

Coming in June : 
Part II of Art Shay·s photo story. includi ng taking 
co lor photos and choosing the righ t lens . 
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Health 

Scientists Nail ow 
Racquetball Benefits 
Clock Calorie Costs, Heart Rate Rise 

by Gary D. Sinclair, Ph.D. and 
Bruce C. Goldsmid, M.P.E., 

School of Physical Education and 
Recreation, The University of 
British Columbia 

The caloric costs of \larious physical 
activities are used in exercise 
prescriptions to assess the intens ity of 
the activity and to estimate caloric 
expenditure. Although data is available 
for such sports as handball, squash, 
badminton and tennis, no values have 
been determined for use by racquetball 
enthusiasts or those not-so-skilled 
enthusiasts who play racquetball for its 
quality as an enjoyable activity with 
fitness benefits. 

With this concern in mind we set out to 
measure the caloric costs and the 
cardiorespiratory respo nse of men and 
women who were just beginning a 
racquetball instructional program : 

A class of 22 students (11 men and 11 
women) at the University of British 
Columbia received four sessio ns of 
basic instruction, which included 
specific skill drills , controlled 
competition with correction and 
competition without officiating. The 
classes prepared the students for 
participation in a formal singles 
competition during which the selected 
data was gathered. 

During each game a portable 
spirometer collected a percentage of 
expired gas to measure energy used , 
and FM radio telemetry was employed 
to record heart rate patterns at each 
minute of the competition. 
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Electrodes attached to each player 's chest and 
a transmitter taped to the side porduced heart 
rate patterns on a Strip Chart Recorder . 

A portable spirome ter, measurmg air the players 
breathed out, showed that male competitors 
used an average of 828 calories an hour . 

-

Racquetball Passes Heart Rate Test 

In order to improve one 's present 
cardiorespiratory " fitness" leve l, the 
heart rate must be increased and 
maintained within an age-determined 
target zone for a min imum time period . 
The Canadian Home Fitness Test 
research recommends that regular 
daily exercise include at least 15 
minutes of vigorous and continuous 
activity to provide a tra ining effect for 
the heart and lungs as guided by their 
heart rate chart (Tab le I). 

Th e results of our telemetry revealed 
that the average male heart rate was 
177 beats per minute , with a high of 
186 bpm and a low of 167 bpm (see 
Graph I), during an average game (21 
points) of 14 minutes (14 :06). 
Reference to Table I shows that for this 
age group (20s) the heart rate 
produced was certainly sufficient to 
produce the desired training effect. 

Counting Off 828 Calories 

The calor ic expenditure was calculated 
by standard procedures based upon 
the scientific determ ination of the 
player's consumption and carbon 
dioxide product ion . 

Our data shows that, on the average, 
the ma le subjects utilized 828, and the 
female subjects 621 calories per hour. 
These values are equivalent to the 
utilization of .28 and .21 pounds per 
hour , respectively , of the body 's store 
of carbohydrates and fat (see Table II). 

Therefore if a person played at the level 
of intensity of this group of beginning 
racquetballers, and it is assumed that 
an increased skill level will result in an 
increased game pace, for one hour 
three days per week, approximately 39 
pounds of stored energy (fats and 
carbohydrates) would be utilized. At 
this point we hasten to adp that an 
individual would not necessarily lose 
39 pounds of weight as weight loss is 
dependent upon a delicate ba lance 



Table I 
Age Determined Heart Rate Target Zones 
Heart Rate In Beats Per Minute 

220 
210 
200 
190 
180 
170 
160 
150 
140 
130 
120 
110 
100 

••~-------•• Upper Limit (200 minus your age) 
■-------,■• Lower Limit (170 minus your age) 

90 

20 30 40 50 60 

From : Leader Manual, The Canad ian Home Fitness Test Health and Welfare · Ottawa, Canada, p. 14. 

Taple II Graph I 

70 

From : F. L Katch and W D. McArdle , 
Nutrition, Weight Control and Exerc ise 

"Caluclalion s determined tor a subject 
weighing 68 kilograms (150 pound s) 

Average Caloric Expenditure Average Male Heart Rate Recordings At Each Minute During Game Play 

Category Men Women 

Calories per minute 13.7 10.4 
Calories per hour 828.7 621.0 
Calories per game 205 .3 199 .7 
Calories per kilogram of 
body we ight per minute 10.8 11 .1 
Calories per pound of 
body weight per minute 23 .8 24 .5 

Table Ill 
Energy Requirements Of 
Selected Sports 

Sport 

Racquetball 
Badminton 
Cycling 
Golf 
Cross Country Running 
Squash 
Handball 
Swimming (slow crawl) 
Tennis 
Volleyball 

Cal/min ,.. 

13.7 
6.6 

4.4-6 .8 
5.8 

11 .1 
14.4 
10 .2 
8.7 
7.4 
3.4 

Beats per Minute 

190 

180 

170 

160 
2 3 4 5 6 

Time - Minutes 

Average : 
Maximum : 
Minimum : 

7 8 9 10 11 

177 bpm 
186 bpm 
167 bpm 

12 13 14 

Age Group : 20-25 years . Average Game Time : 14:06 minutes . 

between energy expended and 
calories consumed. During exercise 
the predominant component of the 
observed weight loss is perspiration 
and this loss of weight is readily 
restored by the ingestion of flu ids . 
When the body is appropriately 
rehydrated, excess water is carefully 
regulated by the kidneys. 

"Upstart" Game Equally 
Demanding 

Supporters of the more established 
games of handball and squash will be 
shocked to learn that the young and 
less demanding , skillwise , upstart 
game of racquetball is equally 
demanding in terms of energy 
expenditure and cardiac involvement 
(see Table Ill) . 

. Racquetball's unique flexibility , that is, 
its ability to allow anyone, regardless of 

. sex, age and skill level, to participate 
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immediately and experience fun and 
success as well as a worthwhile 
workout , is the solution to many of our 
exercise prescr iption problems. 

In light of the fact that we have 
observed many ··pudgy· · 
racquetballers who have not 
evidenced any significant weight 
losses , even though they have been 
involved for a substantial period of 
time , we offer a final rem inder - in 
order to lose weight, one must work at 
both ends of the metabolic ::>alance 
equation . If weight control is a serio us 
factor, a game of racquetball should 
not serve as justification for a 
postgame beer or extra helping of food 
at dinner . Although it is an excellent 
method of expending metabolic 
energy, you must also cut down on 
caloric consumption . Racquetball is 
the fun method of ··girth ·· control. 

Portable Spirometer. This piece of 
apparatus is a rectangular. box shaped 
device (5" x 8" x 11 "} weigh ing 
approximately eight pounds and was 
carried on the player's back . pack -sack 
style. during the competition period . 
The player breathed through a two-way 
valve which permitted inspiration of 
atmospheric air while the exhaled air 
passed through a special meter where 
its volume was measured . 
Three-tenths of one percent of this 
expired air was automatically collected 
in a small rubber bag attached to the 
meter. Oxygen consumption was 
calculated by analyzing the expired air 
for oxygen and carbon dioxide content 
and then energy expenditure , 
expressed in calories , was derived 
from the oxygen consumption data . 

84 MAY 

FM Radiotelemetry. Heart rate was 
monitored during actual game 
competition by use of FM 
radiotelemetry. The electrical activity 
preceding each heart beat was 
detected by electrodes placed on the 
player 's breastbone and rib . This 
electronic signal was then transmitted 
to a receiver in the gallery which 
transfered it to a physiog raph which , in 
turn , recorded it as a permanent tracing 
of the player 's heart rate . • 



wood Floors. 
Give a lifetime of 

performance and 
wearability, because they 
are more than skin deep. 

Wood floors . . . unlike thin , synthet ic type floors . . . 
are co nst ructed of sufficient mass to control the 
tra nsmissio n of cold and co ndensat ion from a con­
c rete su bfloor to the playing surface. A most impor ­
tant co nst ruc tion cons ideration in the buil ding of 
Rac qu etba ll /Handball Courts . 

system that wi ll last the "l ifetime" of your courts, 
with a minimum of maintenance. 

For the player, Ro bbins wood floors g ive fast acti on 
. . . wit h uniform ball bounce as the ba ll comes off 
the f loor with out lo ss of energy. Furthe rmo re, t he 
high resiliency o f Robbins woo d fl oo rs re du ces 
player fatigue . Rob bins , now offers a choice of four , hardwood 

map le fl oor systems. The superb cons t ruction of 
eac h of these f loor systems make them less affected 
by var iat ions in temperature and / or humid ity . . . 
res ist in g wa rpi ng, twisti ng, excessive swe ll ing and 
shr inkage. Your as sura nce in hav ing a wood floo r 

With Robb ins , the name in hard maple floors, th ere 
is a choice .. . Lock-Tile; Strip-Tite ; Permacushio n ; 
Cincinnati Sectionals . For Co mplete details an d 
specifica t ion s just w rite , or g ive us a call. 

~-'- . .. 

LOCK-TITE ® 
High qu alit y steel ch anne ls 
and c lip faste ning system to 
wi thstand the ex treme s of 
mo is ture and hum idity. 

STRIP-TITE ® 
Comb ination of cl inch ing 

and high densit y hardwood 
gives maxi mum hold down 

strength . 

PERMACUSHION 8 

The har d map le floor system 
that floats on cushioned 
sl eeper s. Shock absorb ing , 
econom ical and versatile . 

CINCINNATI SECTIONALS ® 
Prefabr icat ed , install at ion is 

accomp lis hed qu ickly 
and easily . 

Manufacturer of nationally famous Precision Courts wall & ceiling systems for Racq uetball/Handball Courts 

3626 Roundbot tom Road I Cincinna ti, Ohio 45 244 
(513) 56 1-5805 
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Racquetball Hot Bed 
Dear Mr . and Mrs . Kendler : 

Just a brief note to tell you how much we all 
apprec iated your gracious hospitality to us old 
Masters players last Friday at your lovely home . 
It was the highlight of the trip for me. 

It is easy to see why Chicago is a hot bed of 
racquetball under your gu idance and leadersh ip . 
Please continue your efforts on our behalf . 

Wi lliam J. McLaughlin, Jr . 
Buffalo, NY 

Com ing Home 
Dear Mr. and Mrs . Kendler : 

Thank you so much for the support you gave to 
the Masters Invitational Racquetball Tournament 
and for the wonderful reception we had at your 
home. All of us really appreciated everything . 

I sincerely hope that your prediction about 
handball making a comeback will come true and 
I, too, hope that someday the I.A.A. will come 
back "home" where it belongs . 
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Del Daines 
Indianapolis 

A Friend Reports 
Dear Bob : 

The January issue of National Racquetball will 
become a collector's item . Only a few of the 
current readers can appreciate what the future 
holds for you until they read this particular article . 

Personally, I can see you and Mr. Lincoln 
"chewing the fat" and actually playing a bit of 
handball. .. . Won 't that be wonderful! Especially 
when we know you would not permit this transfer 
unless you were accompanied by that very 
lovable , wonderful wife of yours . 

I do sincerely want to congratulate you upon 
being the recipient of the 1977 Humanitarian 
Award . 

Next in order , let me congratulate all of you, with 
you of course , as the Number One boy , on an 
organ ization you have put together and making a 
monthly bulletin out of National Racquetb all. The 
Industry will find this to be of great help for many 
reasons, such as staying current on 
developments - good advertis ing - " qual ity" -
plus all the available info rmation that will help 
stimulate and maintain the national interest in 
racquetball - which 1s just now starting to 
mature . 

I hope you take good care of yourself in this 
rather rugged winte r and you haven 't missed 
much by not being in Flor ida . Our we ather here 
has been rather cool. Keep your face to the wind, 
Robert, and don 't be surprised at anything that 
may happen . 

Best wishes . 

Sauser Says "Thanks " 
Dear Mr. Kendler : 

D. 8 . Frampton 

I would like to thank you for adding money out of 
your own pocket to the Women's Pro purse at 
Mar iet1a, Georgia . Once again, your fores ight in 
the matter of the value of women profe ssio nals in 
racquetba ll is grea tly appreciated by this pro . 

There are more and more women playing 
racquetba ll well on a competitive level. Payment 
to the round of 16 will encourage more good 
women into the pro ranks 1f it eventually becomes 
policy . 

Thanks for a step in the right d1rect1on. 

Jean L Sau se r 
Northbrook , IL 

Sauser's Mother Says "Thanks " 
Dear Joe : 

Would you please convey my thanks to the NRC 
for the many courtesies extended me in Omaha I 
had a greal time . 

Virgin ia Sauser 
Morton Grove, IL 

Hoff Says "Thanks" 
Dear Mr. Kendler : 

I just received a memo from Chuck Leve 
regarding an increase in the prize money for 
women , and I am truly excited . Most of all I want 
to thank you for your generosity and support of 
professional racquetball. This 1s my first year as a 
professional and I feel that the sport and the NRG 
are very good to me . Most important are the 
fantastic people I hav e met through racquetball 
- to me that's worth much more than winn ing 
every game . 

I have only met you once , but feel that you are 
one of these very nice and genuine people . 
Thank you so much for your suppo rt. 

Rita Hott 
St. Louis, MO 

Wonders if Daughters Cramped 
Mothers' Style 
Dear Carol : 

Omaha , Nebras ka, in the midd le of January 
brings to mind severe cold, w ind and snow . If not 
mistaken it snowed each day that we were there , 
and it was cold , with the wind causing 
temperatures to drop even lower . So all 
preconce ived ideas of Omaha were fulfilled . 

But Omaha was chosen as the site for the first 
Women s Pro -Am . Another first was a fiery new 
cheering section composed of some of the 
mothers of the women pros . T he general 
concensus of the Pro 's. Omaha was a smas hing 
success - the tournament and the time spent with 
mothers . 

The tournam ent was run effic iently , from the 
start ing times to the hospitality provided . The 
constant flow of spectators was most reassuring 
and a fine compliment to work done by Dick 
Kinca de, Tom Schuess ler and their staff. The 
warmth and friendlin ess of the staff at Sports 
Courts helped us forget how cold it was in 
Omaha . Dick Kincade accommodated us at 
every turn , while he and his staff spo iled the 
mothers with co rsage s and a brunch . 

The mother s - the real unto ld story I They can be 
characterized as avid spectator s and ladies who 
enjoy laughing and having fun . They each added 
their own flair : some quiet, except during the 
matche s: some (or one) te lling jokes ; some 
always laughing or talking , and many dancing. At 
times some of us wondered 11 we were cramping 
the ir style' What an incred ible group of women 
who sure added warmth to Omah a and the first 
Womens Pro -Am . 

In all we enioyed hav ing the mothers with us 1n 
Omaha, and many thanks to Dick Kincade and 
his staff for mak ing the first Womens Pro -Am 
such a tremendous success. 

Rita Hoff 
St. Louis. MO 



Queen Of The Court In 
New Hampshire 
Dear Sirs : 

Thank you for special mention in your February 
issue with reference to the cross country sk11ng 
out on "back 40" of the Fountain of Youth Court 
Club and Health Spa . 

We have something very exciting for our ladies 
after exercise class Monday through Friday 
mornings. It's Queen of the Court . Each gal pays 
a one time fee of$3 and challenges the winner of 
the prev ious game in our one court designated 
for them . Two gals start it off and the winner stays 
in continually if she can . Many different players 
have a chance , because a not so good player can 
" take " a rea lly good player if she 's gett ing tired . It 
works for the men at their designated hours , and 
is especially fun for our SO-year-olds . 

One more sugges tion . My hubby John and I own 
and operate our club from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. each 
day of the week . Our children - 17, 15, 13 and 9 
- place well in their junio r tournaments here in 
the East , and my husband does well In the 
seniors. Why can 't there be a senior division 35 
and over for us gals? 

Nancy Brown 
Wh ite River Junction , VT 

We're happy to report that there will be a Senior 
Women 's division at the Nationals June 17-24 ,n 
Detroit . Hope you enter - ED. 

Thanks From Bill Tanner 
Dear Evie and Bob: 

I certainly enjoyed seeing you the other night. It 
was very nice of you to have all the old folks out to 
be treated with such great hospitality . You are 
two of the most charming people I know. and I'm 
sorry that Pearline wasn't with me to see your 
lovely home . 

Bob, it's always an inspiration to be with you and 
to discuss racquetball with you . I know that you 
will continue to lend your support toward helping 
racquetball develop into one of the greatest 
sports in America today . 

Pearline and I extend a standing invitation for the 
two of you to visit Memphis any time that you can 
work it into your schedule . 

Again, a special tha nks for a great night. I'm 
looking forward to talking with you In the near 
future . 

William B. Tanner 
Memphis , TN 

Thanks For The 
Tournament Memories 
Dear Dan (Bertolucci ) and Fnends : 

The effect , comments and memories of your stay 
still linger . This was the most spectacular 
racquetba ll event that I have even been 
connec ted with, and I sincerely appreciate your 
advice, your expert ise and your compliments . 
There is no doubt that we will soon be working 
together aga in. 

David Michael 
Tempe, AZ 

It's How You Play The Game 
Dear Sir : 

At group tournaments good sportsmanship 
awards are usually given to junior age boys and 
girls. I -.yonder if this wouldn 't be a good idea for 
adults as well as the young people at every 
amateur and professional tournament. In a way I 
would rather receive a good sportsmanship 
award than a trophy for winning the match. 

Claude A. Frazier, M.D . 
Ashville, NC 

National Racquetball Story 
Helps Kidney Patients 
Dear Editor : 

We have read with interest your article " When a 
Transplant Patient Beats His Surgeon." We 
found the entire article to be sympathet ic to and 
knowledgeable of the problems that patients 
experience and we want to congratulate you for 
your fine Journalism . This type of presentation 
does tremendous good in inform ing the genera l 
public of the problems that kidney patients 
experience, yet optimism prevails among 
patients for continued useful lives in spite of a 
disease that not too many years ago wou ld have 
been fatal. 

Warmest thanks for your efforts on behalf of 
kidney patients . 

Lynn Shimp 
Des Moines , IA 

-•1~ tis II STYLE, COMFORT , PROTECTION 

AND LOW PRICE COMBINED IN AN 
INDESTRUCTIBLE SPACE AGE PLASTIC EYEGUARD. 

COLOR CO·ORDINATE WITH YOUR FAVORITE PLAYING OUTFIT . 
AGED BY THE HANDICAPPED . LIGHTLY TINTED TRANSLUCENT COLORS OF 

YELLOW - BLUE - GREEN - RED - ORANGE (GOLD) OR CLEAR. 

FOR LOW PRICES CALL COLLECT : LLOYD DISTRIBUTORS (213) 999 -4330 
P.O. BOX 3000, CALABASAS, CALIF . 91302 DISTRIBUTOR INQUIRIES INVITED 



Endless "Thank You" List 
Dear Bob: 

We have just comp leted a very rewa rding 
ex perien ce hosting the Southwest Regional 
Champio nships and the NRC p ro tour. We must 
say that it was the most exhilerating {and 
exhausting ) five days in any racquetball history . 

Th e list appears endless in the ··thank you 
dep artment .·· The Arizona Racquetba ll 
Associa tion takes great pride in ou r tourn ament 
comm ittee who literally slept at the faci lity In 
add ition to organizing the entire event they all 
somehow managed to parti cipate in the tourney 
as well. Our sincere appre ciation goes out to 
Ch ris Georges (Tou rney Director) , Bill Rabe. 
Mike Grisg and Randy Shinn. 

The beautif ul facility proved beyond a doubt that 
it ranks at the top in the nation . Tha nk yous go out 
to Ron and Kim Cole, David Michael and the 
entire Arizo na Athletic Club staff for their 
exhausting effo rts in hosti ng an extremely 
success ful tourney. 

Words can not express what is felt for the next 
gro up of people for they reside at the top of our 
list. {We expect ed to see them Jump into a phone 
booth and exit wearing a red cape, blue tights , 
and a big red "s·· because they truly are 
supermen!) Our de ep grat itude extends to Joe 
Ardito , Chuck Leve, Te rry Fancher and Dan 
Bertolucci. It is quite apparent to see why the 
NRC/USRA is so well o rganized Since we are on 
the subject of organizatio n, we think it on ly 
approp riate to mention the persons who are the 
orga nization {asi de from the ama teur level) . The 
tounng professionals are to be commended . 
The ir skill, conduct and friendly persona liltes 
were beyond reproach . One can easily see why 
racquetball is maki ng such an impression 
throughout the nat ion . 

Last but most assured ly not least we wish to 
thank the persons who gave their assistance 1n 
other ways and without them a tournament such 
as this wou ld not be poss ible -
Colga te/Palmolive , Leach Industries and 
Seamco Sporting Goods . Their f1nanc1al 

assistance has been tremendous to our sport . 
Financial assistance also arrived from you, Bob, 
as well as Neal Aspren for te levision taping of the 
men 's and women 's finals through our loca l PBS 
affi liate KAET Channe l 8. We app reciate this 
sharing, espec ially for those who could not 
attend the Sun day matches . 

As I stated earlier the list is endless and we 
sincere ly hope that it remains this way . We have 
a great sport and without all of the involvement of 
these million s of people on ou r ··endless list"" we 
would not be able to experience an organ ization 
of th is magnitude . 

Bob Hurckes 
Chuck Hallock 
Scottsdale , AZ 

ARE YOUR 
EYES WORTH 

$19.95? 

7 
lat ed 

surgery. 

Ophthalmolog ists 
(eye do c tors) writ ing 

in Journ al of the Am er ican 
Medical Asso c iat ion rep orted 

ou t of 10 rac quet ba ll sports re­
eye inju ry cases require ret ina l 

DOMESTIC & INTERNATIONAL DESIGN & MECHANICAL PATENTS PENDING 

~,s ,(t~ ■ New revolut ion ary 
{t \ patented vertical split bars 

, l J . deflect t~e. ball , pre venting 

§ 
SOLARI™ SPORTS PRODUCTS 
A Div,s,on of Solari Mfg. Inc. 
1670 Cordova Street 
Los Angeles. CA 90007 

My check for $ -,-- ,------ is enc losed 
plu s $1.00 for shipping and handling . 
Calif. resldenls add 6% slale sales lax . 

~'I-" serious eye in i ury. 

,,t1i ■ The vertical and horizont al fields of Q.'U vision are vi rtually unobstructed. 

~p.C ■ Solari Eye Guards are made of the sp ace age 
{t super light-sup er strength Poly-Carbon. 

■ One size f its all faces. OSolatl Mfg. Inc. 1978 

88 MAY 

O Pro Model , $19 .95 . Co lors : Blac k wit h 
Gold Trim, Fros t with Silver Trim . 

□ Deluxe Model , $16 .95 . Colors: White , 
Red , Blue . 

Name ___ _ _______ _ _ _ _ 

Address, ____ __________ _ 

City ____________ ___ _ 

State __ ___ _ __ __ _ Zlp ___ _ 



WHEN - I 
RYES , 

Y GET 
BEFORE YOU 
INVEST IN 
RACQUETBALL 
disc v 
yo ge he 
fas es dol r 
return wi CPl's 
total p ckage ... 
0 Site selection and acquisition 
• Design and layout 

• Complete architectural 
services 

• Complete materials 
package, all meeting 
USRA standards 

0 General contractor 
coordination and 
construction management 

o Installation 
• Pre-opening membership 

sales program 

• Operation consultation : controls, 
procedures, activity planning 

• Personnel training 
• Marketing/advertising program 

• TAX ADVANTAGE CONSULTATION 
CP I and Bauor-Frampton, manufactur a rs of pr em ier 
F-62-SP court pan e ls, ar e affiliate companie s In tho 
racquetball Industry . BAUER,-----:=----. c~ 

HE RETURN 

---------------~~~~ I Yes, please send me more information I COURT PLANNERS 
AND INVESTOR 
SERVICES, LTD. I on CPl's total racquetball package . I 

I name I 
I c;ompany I 
I oddreu I 
I city alol• zip I 
I phone ( I 

MAIL TO: Court Plann•n & lnvHlor ServlcH, Ltd. I I 575 Underhlll Blvd., Syonel, N.Y. 11791 ---------------

575 Underhill Boulevard .. .__. 
Syosset, New York 11791 
(516) 364-9270 



The 22nd Point 

It's 
That Time 
Of Yea 
You can tell when it's approaching . The 
snow melts, the ground thaws , the 
tulips and crocuses poke their noses 
toward God Sun . 

I speak of spring , the signal that 
racquetball's National Championships 
are only as far away as the life cycle of 
those tulips . 

Before the tomatoes and radishes are 
barely into Mother Earth, the 1978 
National Champions will have earned 
their crowns, this year from June 17-24 
at Sports Illustrated Court Club in 
Belleville , Ml. 

Next month 's issue of National 
Racquetball will feature a look at most 
of the top pros and the ir chances of 
coming up ripe with the titles. 

But no matter who wins what this June , 
every player there with any hopes of 
winning any division , will go through 
the emotional agony of competing fo r a 
national title . 

Perhaps there's more outside pressure 
on the professionals, for their living and 
future depend on how well they do . But 
the pressure cannot be ignored in the 
amateur events, especially when the 
quarter-finals and semi -finals 
approach. 

The best don't always win at 
racquetball's national championships , 
but as with most other tournament s, in 
any sport where the national title is on 
the line, the winners are the ones 
playing best on that day or that week . 

90 MAY 

So hundreds of players will be tuning 
their games, cond ition ing their bod ies, 
exercising their psyches to be able to 
endure and withstand the pressures of 
the Nat ionals. 

"I could lose every tournament all 
year, " Charlie Brumfield once said, 
"but if I win the Nationals it was a good 
season. " 

The intensity of the Nat ional s 
epitomi zes the pressure . It is at long 
last the one tournam ent of the yea r in 
which there is no tomorrow . A loss 
during the season and there 's always 
the next stop . The next stop after a loss 
in Belleville is Kelcy 's Bar . 

The air is electric at the Nat ionals. It is 
the one tourn ament where nobody 
laughs and those who smile are 
deceived by their eyes. Friends are 
friends only to avo id sol itude . 

The card gam es lack interest, the 
movies drag, the time prior to match es 
passes like torture. 

Yet the play is brill iant. The shots crisp , 
the kills dead . The cracks open up for 
the skilled , the ready and the con fident. 
Those who know they can win survive 
- those who fear they might lose 
vanish. 

Chuck Leve 

And when it is all over , thOSEl who 
emerge with the title of National 
Champion are truly the National 
Champions. For to win th is tournamen t 
is truer a test than any other because it 
tests more than jus t you r racquetba ll 
skills . 

The Nationals tests you as a person . 
Your desire , your wi ll, your mind .and 
your soul. Guts, dete rminat ion , savvy 
call it what you will. The men and 
women who win their tit les this June will 
have them al l. 

There will be pa in, the re will be tears. 
There will be drama , excitement and 
surprises . This , my fr iends is what the 
Nation al tournament is all abo ut. 

It's the best. • 

' 
I 
I· 
I 
I 

I 



named ''official'' 
for racquetball 

FG. CO . 
50313 

· The Notional Racquetball Club made th• choice. Yes. 
the pro's selected Champion's Model 610 as the "offtdal 
glove" because of design and superior perfo(mance . 
Soft , thin deerskin palm ••• double thickness terry doth 
back, wrap-around Velcro wrist strap, Helenca sttetc:b­
deslgn • . . are all preferred features . Tha t' s why 
amateur, as well as professional, racqut,lbeill pla~ ~ 
llke the Champion Model 610 glove . A~your YMJ 
Racquetball Club or Sporting Goods Declet . 



Racquetball is the fastest grow ­
ing sport in the world . 

And an estimated 40% of the 
players 

Yet 
no one has 

come up with a glass­
filled racquet designed 
especially for them . 

Until now. 
Leach introduces 
the Lady Swinger, 
the spo rt's first 
glass-filled racquet 
for women. 

The Lady Swinger is 
a racquet dedicated to the 
proposition that women are 
every bit as serious on the 
court as men . 

It's a natural competitor . 
We've modified the 

basic teardrop shape to 
turn the entire string area 
into one big sweet spot, 

, for more accuracy. 

, '- .· .. -~, _; . ,,,,/ 

It weighs in at under 250 grams, mak­
ing it easier to swing . · 

And the Lady Swinger's 
narrow-throat design and 

comfor tab le 4" grip put 
a stop to rotational 

torque on occa­
sional miss-hits 
around the edge . 
So it's easier to 
control. 
It's a superb 
price compet­
itor too, with a 

sugge ·sted retail 
under $20.00. 

That's right. The 
first women's racquet 

for under $20 .00 . 
And backed by a full 

one-year guarantee covering 
both strings and frame . 
The Lady Swinger . It's a great . 

new racquet from the 

-... 

company amateurs 
and pros alike 
have been taking 
to court for years . 

And winning with. 
We rest our case . 

NUMBER ONE BY DESIGN 

~ .,.., 
___,., 5567 Kearny Villa Road, San Diego, CA 92123 




