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Some day there 
comfortable glove . 
Saranac, knowing that racket 
can in their strive for perfe, 
gives the wearers a definite e 

Saranac gloves offer the greates 
without adding a feeling of wei 

Saranac Gloves, through care 
perspiration and eliminate fric 
thus intensifying the 'FEEL' o 

Official I.A.A. Glove - Buy an 
your association royalties. 

S-70-COLUMBIA 
A size for every hand, 
featuring lightweight 
Doeskin. Snug-fitting 
elastic back. Adjust• 
able space age Velcro 
lock back. 
SIZES: X-Small,Small, 
Medium, Med.• Large, 
Large, X-Large 
COLOR: Bone White 

S-72-EAGLE 
This lightweight calf­
skin stretch glove elim• 
inates your inventory 
problems. Featuring 
a supertite elastic back 
and Velcro closure. 
SIZES: Men - Medium, 
Large; Ladies - One 
Size Fits All. 
COLOR: Bone White 

' 
• 

BUSINESS 

. .

. . 

. .

. .

' •  

) 
. � ... 

: ..
... 4; � ,:• ..... 

•.•.'J 

REPLY 
No Postage Stamp Necessary if Mailed in the United States 

RACQUETBALL 
4101 Dempster St. 

Skokie, Illinois 60076 

S-74 
Half finger stretch 
gloves with snug-tex 
palm and cool, vented 
nylon back. 
SIZES: Men-Medium, 
Large; Ladies - One 
Size Fits All. 
COLOR: Bone White 

Permit No. 395 
FIRST CLASS 

Skokie, Ill. 

CARD 

SARANAC GLOVE CO., INC. BOX 786, 1263 MAIN ST. GREEN BAY, WIS. 54305 A Division of Fabry Glove 
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If indeed, " HAPPINESS IS A FLAT ROLLOUT" then "PERFECTION " 
is the new model 13126 SPORTCRAFT ALUMINUM 

RACQUET. Just look at how beautiful it is! Besides everything 
else, it has replace able head covers . Hence, no 

marring or wall bind. See it , and the rest of our complete 
line, at your Authori zed Sportcraft Dealer. 
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Pag e 38 

ON THE COVER 

It's the fifth g ran d show ! The 
I.A A. Internationa l Champion­
shi ps and it p romises to be the 
bes t and b iggest eve r. Our sin­
ce re g ratitu de to the St Lou is 
J.C.C.A. for what w e are sure will 
be an outstandin g job . And goo d 
luck to all competi tor s. Artwork 
by Lou Meyer s. 



U.S. & CANADA'S 

NUMBER ONE AND TWO PLAYER 
CHOOSE LEACH 

Leach, makers of the most balanced lin e of racquets on the market 
today, is preferred two to one by the nations best. Leach racquets are 
designed for the serious minded competitor who demands only the 
best in sporting equipment. Look for the new Aluminum Bandido at 
fine sportir.g good stores and pro shops soon. 

IF LEACH RACQUETS ARE UNAVAILABLE IH YOUR AREA. WRITE FOR IIAME OF A OEALER NEAREST YOU. 
OEALER ANO INSTITUTIONAL INQUIRIES IHVITEO 

MARCH 1973 

LE ACH RA CQU ET DIVISION 
LEACH INDUSTRIES 
5561 Kearny Vill a Rd ., (714)2 79 -1000 
San Diego, Cali f. 92123 

TOURNAMENTCARR~ALL 
BAG 
Made of "wet look " naugahyde 
w i th non-tearing polyester ny­
lon backing. "Super Bandido" 
design permanent ly silk-screened 
in red and blue on bag sides. 
Blue ends. Red ny l on web han ­
dles. White nylon zipper. Nylo n 
stitching . White p lastic welting 
(beadin g trim). The perfect bag 
for tournament or everyday 
travel to the gym . 

BRUMFIELD 
CARBON SWINGER 
Leach has combined aerospa ce 
material • w it h the tournament 
experience of Charl ie Brumfield 
to design the ult imate tourna ­
ment racquet. This carbo n-r ein­
forced high-strength polyme r 
provides a st i ffer yet more 
flexible one-piece construction 
for maximum speed and ball 
control . 

. .... 
-. . 

~~~ :-

BRUMFIELD SWINGER 
The Brumfield Sw inger is made 
from a glass reinforced high­
strength po lymer. ,I ts one-pi ece 
construct ion and weighted bal­
ance allows for a more powerful 
stroke with maximum control, 
making it ideal for any leve l of 
play from novice to expert. 

Please mail me your full color 
brochure on Leach racquetball 
racquets and accessories. 
Name ________ _ 

Address __ __ __ _ _ 

City ________ _ 

State ________ _ 

Zip _________ _ 

LE ACH RACQUET DIVISION, 
LEACH INDUSTRIES. 

5561 Kearny Villa Rd ., 
San Diego Calif . 92123 
(714) 279-1000 
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Do you need official: From the editor ... 

SCORECARDS 
RULE BOOKS 
DRAW SHEETS 

All are available 
right now. 

2¢ 
$1 

25¢ 

To order send check 
or money order to: 

I.R.A. 
4101 Dempster St . , 

Skokie , IL 60076 

If anyone had their doubts as to 
the growth and future of racquet­
ball he need only have been at the 
recent Nat ional Sporting Goods 
Show in Houston, Texas , February 
4-8. There in both the Astrodome 
and Astroha l l racquetball and 
racquetball products were magni­
ficently on display. 

Thirty-two different companies , 
some manufacturers, some dis­
tributors were displaying racquet­
ball wares from racquets and balls 
to gloves and strings . And be sure 
that this great interest is met with 
pride and enthusiasm here at Inter­
national Racquetball headquar­
ters , especially since the increase 
is more than f ive-fold the number 
of companies involved a year ago . 

But , too, beware . Many of the 
new companies are novices . Many 
of the new products are shiny and 
pretty but may lack quality . Many 
of these people need help and 
orientation about the game. The 
I.R .A. has contacted all of them to 
alert them to rules, specifications 

----------------· I and nomenclature . I 
I 

: Racquetball 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Magazine 
Subscription 
Order Form 

4101 Dem ps t e r S t ., 
Sk o kie, IL 6 00 7 6 

Pl eas e ent e r a subs c ri p t ion t o 
RACQUETBALL in my na m e as 
c h eck ed below : 

0 On e y eo r $3 .00 
□ Three y ea r s $7 .00 
D Life $100 .00 

(Pl ease add S 1 per y '1ar for sub • 
sc rip t,on s out s id e U S ., Ca nada 
Me x,c o , Centra l and South 
Amer ica L ife subs c ri p li o n o ve r­
seas is S 115 .00 .) 

I en c los e $. ____ o B i ll me lat e r 

N am e __ __ _____ _ 

Addre ss. _____ _ ___ _ 

C i ty, ____ Stat e _ _ _ Z i p _ 

I It was funny, yet sad that over 
I 50 per cent of all those companies 
I in Houston still called the strung 
I racquet game " paddleball " or 
I " paddle racquets ." They adver-
1 tised " paddleball paddles" that 
I were strung. It is through these 
~ people that the final, silly battle 
I over the name of this game will fin ­
I ally be won, and it is with these 
I same people that we are working . 

New this issue are two additional 
columns : The Rules Say ... , a 
question and answer column by 
Dr . Bud Muehleisen , I.R.A.'s Na­
tional Rules Chairman and The 
Commissioner 's Court, a general 
interest column by Ken Porco, 
I.R .A.'s National Commissioner. 

.. ______________ .. 
6 

The Commissioner's Court wil l 
take the place of Racquetball 
Room, previous ly written by the 
editor . The Rules Say . . . appears 
on page 28, and The Commission­
er 's Court on page 24 . 

Charl ie Brumfield continues his 
excellent ser ies on bas ic funda­
mentals of the game on page 33. 
And we certainly hope Charlie ' s 
instruct ions can help your game as 
much as it makes for interest ing 
read ing . 

There is an ugly scene in paddle­
ball these days and it has noth ing 
to do with players , associations o r 
tournaments . It has to do with the 
Pennsylvania Rubber Company, a 
subs id iary of General Tire & Rub­
ber Co. and manufacturer of the of­
ficial paddleball the Pennsylvan ia 
100 . 

Pennsylvania has stopped pro­
duc ing paddleballs . Actual ly , the 
Pennsy 100 was nothing more than 
a tennis ball center , make tha t a 
rejec t tenn is ball cen ter . Well , 
Pennsylvania ma intains they are 
even selling the rejects in the red­
hot tennis market and therefor e, 
cannot afford to ma ke or sel l an y 
more paddleball s. 

Gou ntless letters and phone 
ca l ls, and even a meeting in Hous­
ton has failed to come up with 
satisfactory results . The N.P.A . is 
currently working with other major 
manufacturers of rubber balls to 
see if a bal l that meets the specifi­
cations and requiremen t s o f 
paddleball can be made ava i lable 
and soon . 

The soon is emphasized because 
the balls that are left are rapidly 
expiring . And we all know , you 
can 't play the game w ithout a bal l. 

RACQUETBALL 



ALL EKTELON 

When you buy an Ektelon racquet you pay 
more and you have a right to expect more. 

We at Ektelon have put a lot of thought and 
effort into making sure that you get more. 

We continually refine the quality of our 
racquets to meet player needs and find better 
ways of putt i ng them together so they can 
take the rugged punishment of a tough game . 

We know you can depend on our racquets 
and we want you to know that too . That's 
why w e put a on e year guarantee on all of 

them . 

When you walk onto the court with an 

Ektelon racquet you have confidence in your 

hand . 

RACQUETS HAVE 

A ONE YEAR 

GUARANTEE 

Over 80% of the players in the 1972. I. R. A. 
Championships used an EKTELON racquet. 

RACQUETBALL EQUIPMENT 
All EKTELON racquets meet I. R. A. specifications. 

7079 MISSION GORGE ROAD SAN DIEGO, CALIF . 92120 PHONE: (714) 286-1188 
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Both Ways? 

George Rud y 2, of New Bri tain , C on­
necticut el everyone str aig ht over th e 
que lion. · ·can a Double s Player win in 
Single Competition?" . George. half of 
th e Intern at ional Double s Champio n-
hip tea m, turned back Int ern ation all y 

ran ked C harles G arfinkel of Buffalo . 
New Yo rk to wi n the I t An nual Ope n 
racq uetba ll To urn ament co ndu cted at th e 
Niag ara Fall s. NY YMCA . 

It took Rudy sz three game to win the 
match , 2 1- 18, 15-2 1 and 2 1- 14. Bo th men 
played exce ll ent ball . mixin g th eir ce ilin g 
shots, Z-ba ll and passes. They al o 
roll ed o ut quite a few . 

To reach th e fin als George had 10 top 
Rob Abr am . of C incinna ti . Ohio , 21- 13, 
21- 17. w hil e C har li e halt ed Tom Kuta , 
also from Ci ncin nati, 2 1-13, 21- 17. I n th e 
qu arter s G arfinkel defeated Sonny Hill 
of Buffalo 2 1-12, 21-5: Kut a downed 
Mike Luciw , the o th er half of the Int er­
nation al Racque tball Double s C hamp . 
2 1-10. 21-13: Abram s out- la ted Paui 
Smaldone of Buffalo. 2 1- 14. 13-21. 2 1-17: 
and Ru dy 2 topped a very tron g Chuck 
Wurzer al ofromBuffa lo , 21-9 ,2 1- 12. 

There wa s an even 32 draw for t he sin ­
gles tourn ament. Everyone fe lt th at it 
was a very tron g bracke t with ome very 
good ball players no t gettin g eve n to the 
qu ar ters. Sorry abo ut th at Gordo n Kelly 
(Mic higan) , I van Vel an and John Spitz 
(bot h of Montreal) . Joe Jackman (New 
Cas tl e, Pa.) , Joe Tarantino. Rog er O hn ­
sorg and Don King (N iagara Fa ll s) but 
someone has to lo e. Lo sers of th e firs t 
round played a co nso lati on round on Sat­
urd ay afternoo n so that everyone had a 
chance to pl ay at lea t two ma tche . Next 
year I 'II have more co ld avai lab le. 

I would li ke to clo se by say ing .. T hank 
You" to each and everyo ne who partici­
pated or helped in any way to make th e 
tournament as good a it was and hope to 
see every body again next year . Aga in 
THANK YOU! 

PA UL TRAVER 
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Akron , Ohio 

Don Nel on ,Cuya hoga Fall YMCA 
Br anch Execu t ive , succ e full y defended 
h i 1972 Su;n mi t Cou nt y Rac qu etbal l 

.ingle C hampion ship , by defea tin g Dr. 
A ri s F r an kli n , of th e Ak ron YMCA 
Ath letic Cl ub . 2 1-9. 2 1- 17 for th e 1973 
t it le. 

Ear li er in th e year Nel son \V0n the 
Cuya hoga F all s YMCA Racque t ba ll 
Singles Tit le by defea t ing D r . Herb Hu rd 
9-21. 21- 16, 2 1-14. 

Racqu etball pla y i o n the incre a e i n 
the Akron area. Indi cat ion of thi i 
th e entr y in th e 1973 Summ it C ounty 
Racq uet ba ll S i ng le C hampion hip s 
w here ent r ies more t han doubl ed from 
12 in 1972, to 25 in 1973 . 

Anot her ind ica ti on is the increa e of 
court u age. and larger entrie in loca l 
house tourn ament s in the two Akron Y 
branche , Cuyahoga Fall and Akron 
Ce ntr al. 

The C uya hoga Fa ll Y ta rt ed a B 
Racqu etb all league for new player s (one 
year or le o f ex peri ence) and the re ­
·po n e wa o grea t th at entrie had to 
be cut -o !T. 

T he C uy a hoga Fa ll s Br an c h h as 
inc rea ·ed it s adu lt membe rship by o ne­
fourth the pa t year , and the Y Advi ory 
Co mm itt ee and Staff attri bute s much of 
it :, grow th to Racq uetb all. 

Member s are now di scu sing build ing 
an add ition al court 10 meet the demands 
of it s player . 

Hegg In Fargo 

Mark H egg cap tured the open ingle 
crow n in the fourth annu al Fargo- Moor­
head Y ope n racque tba ll tourn ament. 
H egg repea ted la t year · per forma nc e 
in defe ating John Ru de , hi double s part ­
ner , in th e fi nals 2 1-16 , 18-21, 2 1- 13. 

H egg and Rud e, both from Sioux Fall . 
Sout h D akot a, were rep eat ch amp io ns 
whe n th ey snatched th e ope n double s 
crow n from Jim Brya n and L arr y Ni elson 

from St. Paul , Minne sot a, 21-12 , 2 1- 14 . 
Two Fargo -Moorhead entrie , H ildin g 

H agen and L arTy McCloud, defe ated Bill 
Grave s and Dick Kerb er, for th e Ma ster 
do ubles title 21- 19 , 21- 17 . Gra ves-Ker ber 
had also competed in open double s. 

I n th e wom en·s divi sion , Ginney Ten­
nant and Sue Swe nberg from St. C loud, 
Minn e ota, cap tured th e do uble s i n th ree 
ve ry close matche s by defe ating Beverly 
May and N ancy Smy li e from Edin a, Min­
neso ta, 21-18 , 19-21, 2 1-15. 

T here were co nsolati on round s in all 
eve nt wit h Fargo·s Dorwin M arqu ard t 
co ming out o n top in men· s open si ngle s 
conso lat ion 2 1- 13, 17-21, 21-12, against 
fe llow Fargoan Obed Oas. In men 's con -
o lati on doub le , Alex Cooley and Tom 

Gon er from Gra nd Fork s, North D ako­
ta, defeated M ar qu ardt and Deni s O lson , 
6-2 1, 2 1-20 , 21- 14. 

Co n olatio n master double w as tak­
en by Fa rgoa n Ear l Lee and W alt H atc h­
ner , t-ergu Fa lls, Minn e ota , when th ey 
defeated Fargo ans Di c k Si ler and Bill 
Pren ti ce . 

I n th e women 's con sola tion divi sio n, 
Ginney Tennan t won th e single s crown 
over K at hy H oll oque , Fargo , 17-2 1, 2 1-
12, 21-20. 

Lind a Mo e and Kath y Co nlin in an 
all -Fa rgo double s co n ola ti on fina l de­
feated De si Rudrud and Kat hy Holloque, 
2 1- 19, 2 1-15. 

A tot al of 98 parti c ipant s compe ted in 
th e thre e-day eve nt. 

Capta in Whip s Co lon e l 

I n O c tober , individu als from many 
co mp any unit at Fort Ril ey , K ansa 
mo ved to the co urt s to begin el im inati on 
in the c hamp io n hip racque tball tourna­
men t . Three hundr ed eig ht indiv id ual 
parti c ipated in bo th th e ingle and dou ­
bles tourn amen t . 

Fi el d prob lem by the I t In fa nt ry 
Divi sio n held the tourname nt back a 
week then th e ac ti o n re um ed . 

Co mpeti t ion height ened when th e top 
thirty - two p laye r in bo th sin g les and 
do ubles fr om fo ur differe nt areas co n­
verged in the A ll Post To urn ament held 
on th e fo ur co urt s at C u ter Hill G y m 
:;'2 and G ym #3. 

Advanc ing in to th e emi-fin al were 
C o lo nel Ri c hard M cCo rmack , Si l ver 
Lake , Nebr , Specia l ist Denni E rvin , 
Huntin gton , W . Y a, Serge ant Sam Ge n­
t ry, Lubbock, Tex, and Captai n Jed 
Ca ntl ey , W a hington , D .C. McCorm ack 
won over Er v in 21-1 1, 2 1- 15, and Ca ntl ey 
took th e I t two matche from Sam Ge n­
try 2 1- 17, 2 1- 15. Ca ntl ey then won the . 
c hampion hip si ngle matc h 2 1- 12, 2 1-5 
ove r McCorm ac k . Ervi n won th e 3rd 
pl ace spo t over Gentry . 

In doub le action , Cap tain Joh n Cz i­
bik . Scranton , Pa, teamed up with Lt. 

RACQUETBALL 



Tim Corbet, St. Loui s, Mo , and won 
over First Sergeant Makuli sa Pea­
pealalo , Pago-P ago, Samo a, and Ser­
geant Pablo Arjon a, H arlington , Tex as, 
21-13, 21-11 to adv ance to the final s. 
In the other brack et, Steve Hitchcock , 
Cookville , Tenn, and Richard James, 
Ft. Dodge , la , won over M ajor Ron 
Sperb er, Colvi lle , Wa sh, and Ca ptain 
John Hitchco ck, San Franci sco, Ca l. 
In the fin als, Hitch cock and James won 
2 1- 15, 20-21, and 2 1-9 over Czibik and 
Corbet. Sperber and Hitchcock won 
the con so lation match over Peapealalo 
and Arjona. 

THOMAS E. HLAVACEK 

Birmingham , 8-3 

Th e Birmingh am Racquetball A ocia­
tion went 10 M ontgo mer y , A labama. on 
Janu ary 20th. and played th e Mont gom­
ery racque tbal ler - in an int racity chal­
lenge matc h. There were 11 matche and 
each match wa won h one point. Bi r­
min gham won 8-3 . 

Both the Birmingh am and the Mont­
go mery players had been pl ay ing all 
week long 10 figure out the lineup a 
10 who would play No . I. o. 2. and 
so on th ro ugh N o. I I . T he matc he were 
a follow -: 

I . John Ed Reeve (M) defea ted Andy 
Smith ( B) 2 1- 18: 21-5 

.., Ji m Jorda n (B) defeated Jerry Karina 
(M) 21-6: 2 1-8 
Barr y Coxe (B) defea ted Gordon 
Person (i\11) 16-21: 2 1- I .J; 2 1- I.J 

.J. Jerry O "Neal ( 13) defeated Bob Gate­
wood (M) 15-21: 2 1- 15: 21- 10 

5. Berni e Bi ldman (B) defeated W ayne 
how ( I) 2 1- 13 : 21-5 

6. Jack Wh ite (B l def eated Jim Mas­
ey ( M l 21- 10: 11-21; 21- 12 

7. Bill H o tze (B) defeated Bobby or ­
me 11 t ( '1 ) I 6-2 I : 2 I - I 6: 2 I - I 5 

8. Bill Man n ing (B) defeated George 
Joh nson (M) 21- 17: 21- 12 

9. Don H all ( M ) def eated Lar ry French 
(B)2I - l 6: 12-21: 21- 11 

10. John Powell ( M) defeatt:d H elw ig 
Von-/eiri ng (B) 2 1- 15: 2 1- 15 

I I . Ben Do wdy ( B) defea ted Bert [VI ar­
t in (M) 2 1-8: 2 1-1 

Tht: matche - were held in ivl on tgomcry 
a l t he ent ral Y i'vl A and it i:, ano ther 
effo rt by the racquctba ll er s in labama 
to br ing more int ere st and ac t i it ie:, 10 

th e growin g sport o f racquetball. 
B i rmin gham is also planning ot her 

mate he again t A tl anta. Memphi s. and 
Nashville . 

Paterson , NJ Open 

The Pate r son Y . M .C. A . will be the 
it e of the third annual Paterson Open 

fo ur -wa ll racq uetba ll tournament May 4-
6, 1973. 

A in th e pas t c lasses will be open 
s in g le s, open doubles, and m as ter s 
singles. Players may enter tw o eve nt s as 
lo ng as one clas s is double s. Participants 
mu t show their current ( 1973) I. R. A. 
member ship card for veri fi catio n of mem ­
be r ship . Playe r s not alr eady member s 
may sign up at t he tournament hospit alit y 
room w hen ignin g in. T he entry fee is 
$8.00 per pl aye r per event. The ent r y fee 
must acco mpany the entr y appli ca tion . 

Trophies will be awa rd ed to th e fir st 
three pl aces in eac h eve nt. 

Si nce the first Pate r so n ope n t he 
cali ber and overall qu alit y of pl ay ha s 
bee n enhanced by at trac ti ng national 
rank ed playe r . Steve Keele y the 1972 
Pat er on Op en c hampi on is ex pected 
back to defend hi t it le. Th e 1972 1 ntema­
tio nal open doub les c ham pion hip team 
of Mike Luciw and Geo rge Ru dysz of 
New Brit ain , Co nnec ti cut will be out to 
cap tur e th e open double event. Strong 
entr ie are expected to represent mo t 
areas of th e co untr y . 

In true Paters on racq uetba ll tradit ion 
th e committee has arra nged for a gour met 
dinner for Saturd ay evening. T hose w ho 
att ended last yea rs affa ir will wit ness to 
th e ho pita lit y of th e event. The re is no 
charge for playe r w i th a nomi nal charge 
for ot her gue t . 

Provis ion s are being made for a hosp i­
talit y room where pl ayer ca n refre h 
wi th and w ic hes and beverage thro ugh­
out the days . umm er l- hirt are also 
provided 10 eac h player. 

Th i year eve nt wil l be c haired by 
Fred Ri zzo as i tcd by co mmiuee mem­
bers Ferd ie Elia, Ru s H arborn e and Bob 
Nicho ls. 

C heck should be made paya ble 10 
Fred Ri zzo and mai led wi th entries 10 hi 
attenti on at : 

275 Gome Road 
H aw th orne. New Jer -ey 07506 
For furt her information ca ll (20 1) -127-

4489. Earl y lodg ing re crva ti on are ug­
ge tcd. H ou ing information i avai lab le 
on requ e 1. 

Entry forms for Paterson, Daffy on page 43 . 
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WRA 

The W ashington Racquetb all A ssocia­
tion pre sents the fir st annual D affy Open 
Racqu etba ll Tourn ament May 23-26 in 
Tacom a, W ashington . 

The tourn ey will feature seven cl asses 
of pl ay incl ud ing open ingles , B singles , 
C ing les, Novice single s, Masters 
single s, open double s, and women 
singles. T he entry deadline is May 10, 
1973. 

The W.R .A. is pleased to announce 
tha t th e D affy Open i sanctioned by the 
Int e rn at ional Racquetb all Assoc i ation 
and all I. R. A. rule s anc\ regulation s will 
appl y. A ll contestant s must hold current 
1973 l.R .A. or C.R.A. (Ca nad ian) mem­
bers hip card s. 

Th e entry fee i S12.00 for the first 
eve nt and ' 6.00 for the second eve nt. All 
c heck o r money order hould be made 
p. yable 10 tht: W ashing ton Racquetball 
As oc iati on and mail ed to Sid W il li ams. 
I 120 . 7th. Tacom a. WA 98-105. 

W illia m . w ho wi ll ·erve as tournament 
chair man , ha annou nced that tr ophie s 
wi ll be pre ented to the fir I thr ee places 
in each eve nt and con ol atio n cha mp s. 
T hen: wil l be a hospitality room. souvenir 
l- hirts . and Saturday ni gh t ba nquet. 
Room acco mmod atio n · are avai lab le at 
a reduced rat e and those int eres ted 
hould co ntac t Sid Willi am al area code 

206-272-1029. 
The wurnament will bt: pl ayed al the 

co mbined faci litie , of Paci tic Lutheran 
niver it y and !\le ho rd ir F0rce 

Bae . t01aling ix court:.. The tournament 
commi tt ee re -erve,- the right 10 screen 
all entrie" for la ~ of play entert:d a m.I 
10 up grad e any playt:r to a110 th er ·k ill 
level. 

Will iam:. noted th at h.; h0pe 10p 
pl ay er" from all over the U .. :i nd 

anada wou ld be on hand for the Daffy 
Open. He i" e,pe~·tin g at k :1 1 IUU e111rie 
w ith the bulk comi ng frn m Van ou, er. 
Ponl ;111d. Tae0111:i. and alilorni a. 
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RON RUBENSTEIN 
A II i11reresring ra cq uetball inter view with th e I .R.A. ·s numb er t wo rank ed pla ye r; H is th oug ht s, his goa ls and why he feels he ca n 
defeat Charlie Brumfield. 

Ron Rub ens te in is the curr ent number 
two rank ed pla ye r in th e I 11temario11al 
Ra cqu e tball A ssoci ation . Hi s problem , 
alo ng 11·irh rh e o th er rvp pla ye rs is rv 
fig ur e' 011r fl 11'0)" to s rvp Charli e Bmm­
j ie/d and ll'in th a t 1111111ber o ne' sp o t for 
him se lf 

Ruh e11.1re i11·s rise wirh in th e spo rt hos 
beC'n predicrable and co nsis tent ll'ith his 
a c hi, , , · e III e II r .1 i II v r h er a r h I e r i c 
e11det11·ors. A natural a thl ete si nce he ca n 
re111e111ber ( .. I guess I ·ve got goo d co­
ordin ation .. ) Ron s tarred ar Se 1111 H i[.:h 
School in C hi cago in haskerbo/1 and t en ­
ni s. /-IC' accepted a .f11II ba s k e tb a ll 
sc lwlar s /11p rlf th e U ni, ·ersi ry of Loui s -
1·ille 11·he re he pla ye d ,·arsir y b-ball ji,r 
thr ee yea rs and n 1rsi ry tenn is fu r tw o. 
Upo n co111plerio 11 of hi s e ligibi lit y he 
,·ig ned ,,·irli rh e Harlem C lobetro((ers 
and tour ed th e co untry a[.:ainsr th e Tror­
rers, playing J i,r th e co llege A ll -S tar s . 

A r age 33 R 011 r111d his lo ,·ely 11·ife Ellen 
/1(/\'e r11·0 c hildr e n. bo th of ll'hom are 
rapid ly be co 111i11g tc111r11(1111e11r ,·erera ns 
by age 5. 

Rub ens tei n was c la ss ifi ed lon g ago as 
a "s ho ore r " i;1 racquetball bur has s ince 
re.fin ed hi .1 gr1111e, inse rring m ore pa1ie 11ce 
and rlw11g lrt. whil e .1rill 111ai111ai11i11g his 
kill abi lity. includ ing his _(r111w11s pin c h 
s hor .1, bo1h Ji,re //(/11d and ba ck hand. 

R ub e11srei 11 's racquetball tournam ent 
career s tarr ed at rhe fir s r I .R.A . lm ema­
rio nal ., in Sr. Lu11is in 1969. U ., in g a 
11·oo de11 Ji·r1111erl m cq 11er and p laying in 
his .firs t to111·11r1111e11r 011,side of C hic a,:o, 
lw lo.,r in the' third round to Ke n Por co . 
11·ho 11·e11t 0 11 to lak e th ird pla ce. A year 
la ter, ag11i11 in Sr. L o 11is , he 11•e11r 011e 
ro1111d _{,1rrl,er , losing ro then de_/e11di11g 
champ Dr . Bud Muehleis en in th e quar­
ter-final s 21-/6, 2/-/ 3 . 

The n ca 111e Sa lt Lak e Cit y in 197 1 and 
again he los t in th e quarters th is rime 
to Porco by the Ji·11.1·trati11{: sco res of 2 1-
20, 8-2 1, 2 1- / 2. /11 r!,e ye ar betll'ee11 Salt 
Lake Ci ty and Me111pl,is , Rub e nstein 
11111ecl !,is gw11e, ll'l'llf 011r to m ore ro11rna -
111p11ts to 11/(/kl' up.fo r lack of co111petirio11 
at ho111e, and jinisl,ed s eco nd to Br11111-
f ielcl. 

Sin ce Memphis he /,a s ll'0 II 11111nenJ11s 
ro11r11a111e1lfs, and he is c urr e nt I l/1110is 
A s ing lc·s 1111d do11bles cha111p. H e /,a s 
los t to 13r11111.fit'ld .f<mr tim e ., in rl,e p11sr 
year, s tartin g ll'ifh the 2 1-11. 2 1-IJ sh e /-
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la ckin g in las t yea r ·s .final s. O ther se t­
backs occ urred in th e No1folk Open in 
May , a Chicago exhibitio n in .Oc1ober. 
and t he Canadian Na t io nal s in 
Nv ,·ember . / 11 rl,ar one Rub y had Bm111-
.fie ld doll'// one ga m e and sen-ed a t 20-20 
in th e seco nd. 811r rl,ar ,::a111e and th e 
111arch go r ""'ay f rom rhe C hicar:0011. 

Rub ens tein s tands a lone arop th e heap 
of p layer .\ in the Chi c ago 011d ll/ i11ois 
area , a.fi1cr tha t h e knoll' s l,11rts his game. 
T herc'.fo re, he 11111st use ro 11rna111e11rs a 
his m eth od ofp rn c 11ce, being 011e of th ose 
play ers 11'/,u gradtwl!y impr o ,·es his ,::w ,u· 
ll'if/, each ro1111d. 

R on .fee ls rlw1 th e / 11,·irmi onal 1011r11a-
111enrs (wp / 6's/ p11r hi111 rlf a disach-011-
rag«' heca 11se eac l, round is 1·e1"_1' w11g h, 
right fi·o111 r/1e begi1111i11g. Thar is o n e 
reaso n . he fee ls . rlwr he los r in th e .firs t 
ro1111d o( th e /1)72 N ario11al I 111·itrlfio11al 
Si ngle., in Minneapo lis la s t D ece mb er to 
Charlie C(llj, nk el . Ano th er reaso n, l, e 
s ays , ·· i th at Garfi nkel w a unb eli evab le 
w ith his backh and."" 

RACQ UET BALL: Wh en dill you tart 
pl aying rac quetb al l? 
RUBE NSTE IN: I tart ed abo ut four and 
one- hal f year ago . hortl y befo re the fir st 
Int ernational to urnament in St. Loui s. I 
had been play ing a lo t or ba ke tb all at 
theE va nston . lllm o i Y.M.C.A.andone 
day Sam Ca rl. a basket ball buddy of mine 
a ked me if I wa nt ed to play. I had seen 

~o/J.;r' 
RUBENSTEIN 

Sam pl ay racqu etba ll occasionally at the 
Y . an d he aid he enjoyed the game. One 
day we walked int o the co urt and I started 
pl aying. 
RACQUE TB ALL : Wh at was your pre­
v iou · racquet expe ri ence? 
RU BE NSTE IN: I pl aye d ten n is at the 
U ni ve r ity of L ouisvil le fo r two year 
and had playe d ten nis in high schoo l for 
fou r yea rs. Actually. tho ugh, I t hin k my 
handball experience . I had played hand­
ball abou t two dozen ti me . helped j ust 
as muc h as tenni . H andba l l gav e me the 
co urt knowled ge and idea of how the ball 
reac ted : ten nis gave me th e backhand . 
RACQUETBALL: W hy an d when . did 
you play hand ball '? 
RUBENSTE IN: My fat her was , st ill i a 
handball player , and he i the one who 
go t me play ing handb al l with him. we·d 
pl ay at F lamin go Park in Mi ami Beach 
o n hi s vacat io ns. But I neve r pl ayed 
handba l l her e in lllin ois , j ust on vaca t ions 
wi t h him . 
R ACQUETBAL L: When yo u started 
pl ayi ng racqu etba ll. were you awa re or 
the upcomi ng Intern ational tourname nt ? 
R UBENSTEIN: I did n ' t even know there 
wa a ny competition at th at time . I 
th ough t Sam Car l wa the onl y player 
in the country . I rea ll y did . 
RACQUET BALL: W ith no knowledge o f' 
tournament competitio n. and one player 
o th er th an yo urse lf at home . why d id you 
co ntinue to play? 
RUBE 1 STEIN: Ju t to see what it w a 
al l abo ut. I was reaching an encl to my 
career in ba ke tball and wa looking for 
ome oth er form or exe rc i e. I used to 

play a lot of tenni s. but ten ni became 
boring. I fe lt t hat it had become a com­
plete ser v ice game. th at ther e was no real 
workout in it unle you go t to be a top 
player in th e tate or coun try . 
RACQ UETBAL L: You poke of your 
career in basketb all. What was your pro­
fess ion al basketb all expe rience ? 
RU BENSTEI N: I toured around the coun­
try with the H arl em Globe tr otters a part 
of t he Co l lege A ll -S tar team. I igned 
with the Globe tro tt ers because I fel t the 
exper ience would help me in my att empt 
to make a real pro baske tball team. But 
it hin dered me. The t rave lli ng . foolin g 
around on the court. and came after game 
af ter game . dulled my i;te rest. When I 
played out my eli gib ili ty and signed with 
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th e T ro tt ers. I still had a few month s 
before gra du at ing. When I got back to 
school I found that the N.C.A.A. had 
r evoked m y sc hol ar · hi p for th e la st 
month or two of my ·eni or yea r. But I 
did get my B.S. in Soc io logy . 
RACQUETBALL : H ow o ften were you 
pla yi ng wit h Ca rl al thi s time ? 
R BENSTEIN: Ju st th e one time . tem­
porarily. The n ome o f the o th er fell a 
got involve d in i t and we star ted playi ng. 
Guy s like H ow ie Ca rl. Paul Frank . Ala n 

up you Just had to make th e best o f it. 
RACQUETBALL : H ow lo ng did it take 
you to become very good? 
RUBENSTEIN: When I fir st start ed there 
were hal f a dozen player w ho would beat 
me . By the time of the fir st I nternation­
al s. Sam Carl and I were about equal. 
and by th e tim e o f the seco nd one I knew 
I co uld beat Sam or anyone el e arou nd . 
RACQUET BALL: How did you manage 
lo impro ve your game so much . w ith jusl 
the ~ame old guys to play and no tourna­
ment s lo tra ve l to? 

"When I started playing I wasn't aware of any national 
competition. I thought Sam Carl was the only player in the 
country." 

Denn enberg and my bro th er Bur ton. We 
were all kind of tire d of ba ketball and 
were looking for ~omethin g el<;e. 
RACQUETBALL: When did you fir l 
fi nd ou t abo ut other players in othe r 
cit ies? 
RUBENSTE IN: Thr ough Sam Ca rl. He 
we nt to Milwauk ee in w hat wa up­
po ed l y th e firs t natio nal tournament. 
w here th ey u eel th e o ld Penn sy lvania 
Pinkie and Bill Schultz won. It was 1968. 
Sam came back and to ld me th ere were 
so me terrifi c players, that they played the 
ga me on a nat iona l leve l , and that th ere 
was go ing to be an Int ern ati onal tourn a­
ment. So that's when we first reall y 
sta rted pl ayi ng. 
RACQUET BALL: What were yo ur reac­
tion . th en . to the lir sl St. Lo uis Int e rn a­
l io nals? 
R BENSTEI ' : That was the tournament 
I e ntered and p layed wi th a wooden 
framed racq uet and lo t t o Porco . I 
remember I almo st wo n one game (he 
I0s1 2 1-20 . 2 1-2). I had known Porco from 
pla yi ng footba ll al Louisvil le. 
RACQ ET BALL: W a th e econd t. 
Lou 1 tourney any better? 

RUBENSTEIN: I real l y do n't know. I t 
wa just t he same old guys for co mpet i-
1 ion and I don ' t prac t ice that muc h by 
my self. Mo st ofmy practice was just get­
tin g ou t on the cou r t with so meone, any­
one, and hittin g the ball aro und . 

I can do th at in any sport. There·s no 
port I ca n·, do that in. foo tball . baseb ctll. 

in alm o I any oth er sport. I can do it 
in ping pong. or any thing there is. I f I 
pra c ti ce fo r eight o r nin e mon th · in a 
spo rt I can be as good or bett er than 
almost anybody in it. I' ve got good co ­
ordin atio n . I gue s. I do n't k now wha t 
the exp lanati on is. I' ve clone it in mar­
b les, in broad j ump ing, high jumping, al­
mo st any sport there is. 
RACQUET BALL: Yo u· ve competed in 
marble ? 
RUl3ENSTE IN: Marbles , ure . I n grade 
chool. th e playground u ed t o have 

tourna ment in marble:,. ping po ng. track 
and I u ed to enter the marbl e tourna­
ment . 
RACQUETBALL: Well. how did you do'! 
RUUENSTE IN: I gue . I don't recall. 
I remember some guys used to come with 

would get any good competition is when 
I we nt to a t o urn amen t on a natio nal 
level. l\il y bigge . t experience would be 
the prelimin ary round · and then I would 
hope th at I would make the finals and 
by that time . have my game in top shape . 
A nd thin gs have wor ked out pretty well. 
wi th the excep tion of the Na ti onal In vi ta­
tio nal Si ngles. w hic h wa m y lir st in vita­
tion al. I got bea t by Garfinkel in the fi rst 
rou nd . beca use I did n't prepare m y elf. 
And I really cou ldn "t becau e there we re 
no easy openi ng rou nd s. 
RA CQUETBA LL : You mentioned a 
w hil e ago th at yo u reall y went to work 
o n you r game af ter th e ·econd St. Loui . 
tourname nt. That means Salt Lake Ci t y 
mu st have been a grea t di ·appointment 
to you. 
RUBENSTEI N: Yes . Salt Lake City wa · 
a big di appo in tment. I lost to Porco fo r 
the second time . and I felt I wa:, th e bett er 
player. I had ju st beaten him in Loui sv ille 
and I thought I wo ul d bea t him in Sa lt 
lake. I had him 20- 12 the fir st game and 
lo · tit 2 1-20. T he seco nd game I beat him 
w ith ease and the th ird game I go t 12. 
A fter th at lo s::. I wa s the most tired I 
have eve r bee n during or after any tourna ­
ment. Wh en I left I hat night I had to take 
a wheelchair from the termin al to the gate 
at the ai rpo rt. I cou ldn "t \yalk. The fli ght 
we nt 10 Palm Sp r ings. where I recuper ­
ated . 
RACQUETBA LL: Did you learn any­
thing from thi s expe rience ·? 
RUBENSTE I ' : Yea . get th e match o er 
in two games . Forget the third game. A nd 
never play Porco the seco nd match of 
a clay. He was as tired m, I was. in fact 
I know he wa - . But hi s phy sica l attribu te 
aren't the ame as mine . he "s stro nger 
than I am. 
RACQUETBALL: H aving ridde n w it h 
the ri e of racquetba ll. how do yo u view 
it s fu tur e? 
RUBE 'STEIN: I think racque tba ll w ill 

RUBENSTE I ' : That wa the year I lo t 
to ivlu ehlei en. H e was the num ber one 
<;eed and all -eve ryt hing and I remember 
the match wa fa irl y c lo ·e (he lo 1 21- 16. 
2 I - 13 ) . I a keel a fellow down I her e how 
to play Muehlei en and he aid . " !-:ornis l, 
'1el/i11 · · in Jewis h. which mean · ·11or'1i11,: 
11•iil l,e/p. " Bud w a u ing an aluminum 
racq uet and I wa t i ll u · in g a wood 
frame. I wa s encouraged eno ugh by my 
showin g to feel th at I could beat him 
o r at lea t be an equa l to any of I he top 
playe rs if I wo rk ed . o th at wa when 
I re,~ll y got into th e game . 
RACQUET BALL : Up to th at point. t hen. 
you were reall y ju st playing fo r exe rc i e? 
RUBENSTE IN: I ' m ti l l playing it for 
exerci ·e . But af te r that tou rnament I 
reall y worked on my game. I sta rted pla y­
in l! alm ost every da y during the week 
ex'cluding Sat urda y and und ay w hen I 
work. I looked forward to pla y ing in tour­
mime nts. but there we ren't ve ry many 
tourn amenb around . :,o w hateve r ca me 

"If I practice for eight or nine months in a sport, I can be 
as good or better than almost anybody in it." 
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big bou lder and use them . I th ink 1 ·ve 
go t a t rop hy for marble s at home . In fac t 
a medal , to o, for m arb les. 
RACQUET BALL: Thi Is going to make 
great readin g. - a trop hy and med al for 
marb le . D o yo u remember how old you 
we re'! 
RUUENSTE I ' : Abou t 10. It wa 11· 1 my 
fir t tour nament troph y . th ough. I got 
ome for baseball before that. 

RACQUET BALL: Somew here along th e 
l ine in yo ur racquetba ll career. yo u mu st 
have realized that yo ur game . if not hurl. 
cer tai nl y could not benelit fr o m the lack 
of co mpetiti on at ho me. What did you 
do to rl'medy tr,is · itu ati on? 
RUBE1'1STEIN: W<.:11. th e on ly way I 

co ntinu e j ust a · 11 1 •. more as a hobby 
rat her than any profe ssio nali ·m. I do n·1 
feel there·s any way they ca n get into 
profe · ional racquetbal l. And I ·m tre at­
ing it jus t as hobb y right now . I mean . 
al"ter the ·e tournament · . you can reall y 
be beat. Oh sur e, everyo ne likes to make 
mone y. b u t o n a weeke nd. we l l fo r 
instance my brother . who ju~, co mpeted 
in t he Illi no is B to urn ament. He can·t 
move. He had to take l\ l onday after the 
tournamen t off work . and at th e end of 
weekend he go t a troph y for it. The w ho le 
weeke nd \ a~ null and voi d as far as hi:; 
soc ial llr economic lif.: i:; concer ned. it 
wa jus t a lo st\ eekend for him . He ca n' t 
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even function al work. I ju st don ·t feel 
it can be profe sion alized . And I think 
the other players hould tre al it as just 
a hobb y. 
RACQ UETBALL : On the subje c t of rac­
quet s . you originally u ·ed a wooden 
framed 1hen 10s110 Muehlei en . who used 
an E kt elo n . You 1hen sw it c hed to an 
Ektelon . los t 10 Brumfield who used a 
Le ac h . whereupon yo u wi t ched t o 
Leach. H ave you been happ y wi1h all 
th e change . 
R UBENSTEIN : I 1hink bo th moves hav e 
been exce ll enl. The wood . eemed like 
a lum berjac k in my hand co m pared to 
th e Ekte lon . w hi ch wa a IOI easier 10 
handl e. A s for the eco nd s witch . it 
wa n ·1 a matte r o f lo ing . but it seem s 
th a1 Ca lif o rn ia i the inno va tor of new 
thin g in the game. In M emphi nobod y 
had ·een a L-ball befo re . I d idn·1 know 
what ii wa . 11 eem s 1ha1 every time I 
play ·omeo ne from Ca li forn ia the y have 
an equip ment change or a new part of 
1heir game. The rea on I swi1ched 10 a 
L eac h racquet is I felt it was lighter and 
lh at I would be gettin g more tired u ing 
th e aluminum as I get old er. A nd with 
tourna m ent s ge llin g lon ger , I fe lt I 
needed ome th ing li gh1er. espec iall y wi 1h 
th e dependen cy on cei lin g and L-ball 
ho t . Yo u don ·1 need quite the tren gth 

as with aluminum . I don ' t get as tir ed now 
and my arm nev er bo th er me . 
RACQUETBALL : To ch ange the subjec t 
ligh1ly. - 1he grea l many new co urr s 

TOURNAMENT 
MODEL BANOIDO CARBON 1050 

ALL AROUND AND BANDIDO 
TOURNAMENT PLAY N.S. LITTLE BANDIDD 

MOST 
POPULAR 
MODELS 

SWINGER N.S. LITTLE SWINGER 

RBE 

being buil1 certainly has helped th e game 
progre s. Yer. 1here are no court clu bs. 
as such . in C hi cago. Wh y have n·1 you 
go ne into a cou n c lub endeavo r ? 
RUBE NSTE IN: Well . 1here are a number 
of reasons. Fir st . 1 · ve go t enoug h per son­
all y that I don't need 1he headaches and 
problem that wou ld go with starting a 
court c lub. Like ge tt ing in ves tor and 
1hings l ike th a1. I f I did need a job . or 
if I old my equity. I wou ld be very muc h 

home . you·11 on ly be a · good a th e guy 
at hom e. 
R AC Q UET BALL : Wit h ano t her year 
under yo ur bell , do you think you can 
defeat Brumfi eld and take it al l? 
R UBENSTEIN: I' ve said th is 10 time s 
alre ady: Every time I play Brumfi el d i t" 
gott en c lose r and c loser. I go t a c lose 
as yo u can get. ervi ng match point , in 
V anco uver the last time I pl ayed him. 
so naturally I fee l I ' m go ing to get him 

"I don't think anybody else has enough experience to beat 
Brumfield . .. I think I'm the only one who can beat him." 

in1ere ted. 
RA CQUET BAL L: L eadi ng up to thi 
yea r · I n1ernation als. yo u improved yo ur 
ga me an d your sto ck amon g the top 
pla ye r s between Salt Lake Ci t y a nd 
lfemphi . Wh at happened in th at year? 

RUBENSTE IN: W ell. that w a th e y ear 
I go t ou t of the state and engaged in more 
compe titi on on a nat iona l leve l. An d I 
go t my ex peri ence . I fee l ex perienc e i 
almo sl as impon ant as your talent. That 
yea r I ac hieve d a combinatio n of t he two. 
w hich was enough to take me to the fi nal 
of 1he Intern at io nal . It s l ike any spor t. 
I f yo u go out and meet the nati onal co m­
peti ti on , yo u ca n achieve what the top 
nati onal pl aye r ac hiev e. I f yo u tay at 

RETAIL WHOLESALE 

29.95 16.90 

21.50 

16.00 

10.00 

11.20 

8.50 

7.50 

one of the se day . 
RACQUET BALL : I f for one rea on or 
anothe r. yo u do not ge t to him . do you 
think any body el e ha th e game to defeat 
Brumfi eld? 
RU BE STE I : I don· t t hink anybod y 
ha enou gh expe r ience to beat hi m. From 
what I ·ve een in the pa t he ju t hand le 
mo st of th e guys as easi ly as he want s. I 
t hought Serot wou ld be the mo st logica l 
but afte r seein g wha t C har lie did to Serot 
in Minne apoli s, I don ' t feel Ste ve has 
enough experience to beat him. It seems 
that when C harl ie w ant s to put o ut against 
Serot he can beat him by any scores he 
want s to . I think I 'm th e only one w ho 
ca n beat him . 

13188 7 PLY LAMINATE NYLON STRUNG 8.25 6.65 
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13175 IRA APPROVED ALUMINUM 20.00 

13126 IRA APPROVED TLP EXTRUDED ALUMINUM 25.00 

16.00 

20.00 

in stock - RACQUETBALL RACQUETS by Leach 

WHOLESALE PRICES AVAILABLE TO SPORTING GOODS STORES, COLLEGES, 
YMCA'S. IRA RACQUET BALL CLUBS ONLY. ALL INDIVIDUALS MUST PAY 
RETAIL PRICES. 

WHOLESALE RETAIL 

SEAMCO #558 IRA APPROVED RACQUETBALLS 

RACQUET BALL GLOVES RIGHT OR LEFf HAND 

Sports A wards Co. 
4351 N. MILWAUK EE AVE. 
CHICAGO, ILLIN OIS 60641 
T e lepho o e: 282-8060 

8.50/ DDZ 10. 75/ DOZ. 

2.10/ PR. 2. 76/ PR. 
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LAWREN C E K Ro os 
S UPERVI SO R 

OFFICE OF THE SUPERVISOR 

SAINT LOUIS COUNTY 

CLAYTON. MISSOUR J 63105 

April 3 , 19 7 3 

Dear Raquet Ba l l Players , 

As chief executive of Missouri's largest County, one 
of my most pleasant duties is to welcome those who visit 
our community . 

St. Louis County is honored to be chosen as the site 
for the fifth annual Raquet Ball Association championships . 
We are happy that you have the excellent facilities of the 
Jewish Community Center Association at your disposal for 
this important event. 

I understand that you have come to our County from 
all over the United States and Canada . We hope that while 
you are here , you will find time to visit some of the fine 
shops , restaurants and theatres which abound in the St. Louis 
area. 

On behalf of one million St . Louis County citizens, 
I wish you a pleasant stay and good luck in your championship 
matches. 

Roos 
St. Louis County 

LKR/jk 

MARCH 1973 13 
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Brumfield Seeking Second Title On Eve 
The challenge facing Charlie Brumfield 

at this point in his yet blooming racquet­
ball career i immen se. He i the defend ­
ing I .R.A. ope n singles champion, the 
highe st honor any player can att ain in 
the game. the one pot that all player 
strive to achieve . Since gaining th e title 
Brumfield went nearly a full year without 
lo ing a tourn ament match . Hi s ch allen ge 
i thi!>: to retain the titl e . The que tion : 
C an he do it ? 

The e thing s are again t him : I ) the 
field w ill be much tron ger th i year than 
la'>l, with pl ayer such a Ke eley, Zeil ­
man , Por co. Serot and G arfink el pl ay ing 
in the open ingles when a year ago th ey 
did not for one reason or another : 2) H e 
is the champ . No man ha ever won two 
LR .A. title . much le s two in a row . 
Brumfield will be hootin g for an accom ­
pli s hment never befor e achie v ed in 
racquetb a ll. And a ch amp , all the 
nation · top pl ay er hav e been tun ing 
their game s for a ye ar in an att empt to 
pe ak the week of April 3- 8 with on e 
thought in mind , - dethr one Brumfie ld 
and crown thy elf : 3) The anticip ated 
huge entry mean more round . more 
play and longer day . Brumfield ' current 
tyle , control and ·· 1our·· lend them ­

se Ive s to tiring opponent . But 
remember , he too mu t tay on the court 
much longer , and it could be cru c ial: 4) 
Although sporting an im age simil ar to 
handb all" ex-ch amp Paul H aber there i 
a big difference . Racquetball e r till 
believe th a t Brumfield can be bea ten , 
where handb a ll e r knew th at H aber 
could not , unle he be at him elf. T ran -
lated it reads: " H e /Jasn'r wo n e11011g /J ro 
be so coc ky . ·· 

If not Brum fi eld , then , who ? 
Let ' l>lart at the top with C hicago · 

Ron Ruben tein , the number two seed 
and man who ca me within one po int of 
defeating Brumfield in th e C anadi an 
National s. The year are oo n going to 
creep up on the almo st 34-year -old Ru­
ben stein. and although in excellent hape , 
he know s that all the conditioning in th e 
wor ld cannot top th ose ch anges th at 
approach with y ea r 40 . Th e refore , 
Rubenstein has worked e pecially hard 
thi s year for th at crack at the title , know­
ing full well that each ye ar it wi ll become 
increasingly difficult. C an he do it ? I 
don·1 think so . Ruby' game is till too 
much shooting and if tired , he tend s to 
leavehi shot s up . l fRon· s gamei tuned 
and hi s body in top hape he has a chance, 
otherwise it wi ll be a rough tourn ament 
for the Chicago hooter. 
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The Challengers: 

RUBENSTEIN 

SCHMIDTKE 

LAWRENCE 

HILECHER 

Third -seed i Bill Schmidtk e, the 197 1 
Intern atio nal c hamp and recently moved 
to Minne apol i . Th at move will help 
Bill " game , but he , like Ruben stein till 
lack s th e top notch competition to keep 
hi game harp. He w i ll have to gra du all y 
impro ve with eac h round in t. Loui , 
buildin g hi s game to a peak . If heart and 
de si re c ount ed on th e sco reb oar d , 
Schm id tke w ould have my ot e. He has 
ta ted the sw eetn ess and he remember 
it well. He ' ll pill hi gut s fo r a point 
and then he "II try a l itt le harder . But he 
won ·1 win th e tourn ament. 

On e of th e adde t rac quetb all stori e 
of the yea r i th e dem i e o f Paul L aw­
rence , th e numb er four seed . Unle ss Paul 
ha been working awfull y hard (and e­
cre tl y ) he will be in for a tou gh time of 
it thi year . Althou gh L awr ence ha a 
mu c h knowled ge and under l andin g 
about th e game and th e perc ent age a 
any bod y , no ne o f it w ill do him any good 
if he can't put hi hot s where he want s 
them to go . Paul mu t not on ly harpen 
hi game , but hi ph y ical condit ion a 
well , and thi writ er doe not belie ve he 
will have don e it by April 3 . 

Well , we'v e taken the top three seed 
oth er th an Brumlield and have not com e 
up with a ch alleng er . There are other 
we ca n elimin ate , l ik e fo rm er ( 1970) 
ch amp Cra ig F inger , who l ike L awrence 
has eemingly lo t inte rest in pu rsuin g 
tourn ament tit le , and Bud M uehl ei en 
w ho ha mov ed on to master . Of last 
year ' quarter -fin ali t Roderic k, Au t in 
and An zalone do not rate tron g con id­
eration . Rod er ic k and An zalon e are get­
ting up near 40 and the y k now it. Myron , 
for all his punk and competiti ve ne ha 
had a recent er ies o f pulle d mu cl e . 
adding to the belief th at the lon g tourne y 
dr ag will b e too mu c h . Ditt o for 
Anz alon e, who on one day can be th e 
mo st exci t ing racquetb all pl ayer ali ve . 
But thi s tournament w ill run six d ays and 
little Mike wi ll not be pl aY,ing on the six th . 
Jim Au tin , ju t doe sn·1 have the tim e 
or competition to tune hi s game high 
enou gh to capture the top spot. Jim ha 
the ability , but work pr essure and small 
home court s make it an impo ible feat. 

Of las t ye ar ' s top eig ht on l y Jerr y 
H ilecher , th e I 9-year-old Univ ersit y o f 
Mi souri fre hm an rem ain s. Hilecher ha 
a chance , but not good. Hi s problem i 
two - fold and both complement each 
other . Fir st , he is incon istent. On a 
given day he can shoot th e eyes out of 
the ball. Ten minut es later it ' '·S k ip ­
City , U .S.A ." Add to th at th e lack of 

RACQUETBALL 



'Of I.R.A. International Championships 

practice on U.M. ·s weird co urt s and ·it 
leads to less co nsis tency than ever. But 
tha t in it elf makes Jerry a worry for any­
body he might play . As Schmidtke, who 
has been forc ed to three ga me s by 
Hilecher in the pas t two Int ernatio na ls , 
says, " When H i/echer ge 1s ho1, yo u· ve 

j11s 1 go 1 10 wail him 0 111 a n d hope i i 
sl ops.·• This year it will top , in a year 
or two , maybe no t. 

The ea rch goe on . Loc al he ro Steve 
Se ro!, th e 17-year-o ld lefty and sec ond 
place fini her 10 Brumfi e ld in three or 
fou r tourna ment this yea r has H ilecher 's 
ho ts with more co nsi tency and belier 

conditioning. But he won't win . For one , 
thi i.s h i firs t open ingles endeavor. Th e 
pressure wi ll be great. Seco ndl y , a nd 
more import a ntl y, I th ink Steve will 
a1temp t to go both ways, ingles and dou­
bles . l fhe doe , wri te him off. l fhe play s 

ingle only , he has a chance , o nly if 
o meb ody el e beat Brumfi e ld fir t , 

prior to I he final . Bec au e Steve ca nno t 
beat C har lie , and he kno ws it. 

Ca n Ken Por co do it? Although just 
to uch ing 35 -y ea rs-old Kenn y's body 
belie s hi age. He co mpeted only in open 
double a year ago, and was criticized 
for it. Knowi ng Ken and how mu ch he 
would like tha t ti tle, he didn't compete 
in th e open for a very goo d reas on, -
injury. Ra the r than not play a t all, he 
came , playe d double s without exc use, 
a nd performed adm irab ly well (fo urth 
with Bill Evan ). Ken wa impre sive in 
M in n eapoli ( N a t io na l In vita t io n a l 
Sing le s) with v ic tories over Lawre nc e 
and Muehl ei en before bow ing to Serot. 
And th ere-in lie Porco ' problem : the re 
are too ma ny young s hooter coming 
along. And he ca n hoo t, but not wit h 
the m. 

Obvi ou ly , the Ii t is tartin g to thin 
ou t. Th e re are th ree mor e player who 
de crve mentio n, and I have aved them 
for last fora very good rea on . If anybody 
i to def ea t Brumfield it will be one of 
th e e thr ee: C ha rlie Garfinkel , Steve 
Keeley, or Mike Ze ilman . 

Garfi nke l, to me, i an unknown qu a l­
ity. De s pite hi hocking up se t of Brum ­
field in Salt Lake City in 1971, mo t of 
th e pl aye r did not con ider hi ga me 
quite a tough as mo st of the other . And 
a evere houldcr epar ation a year ago 
did not he lp hi tock ei th er . But the 
Gar·s amazing up se t o f Ruben tein' in 
Minne a poli s a nd hi credibl e hawin g 
aga in I Sero !, whe n obviou ly fat igued , 
left a ound impre ss ion on a ll of the top 
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The Challengers: 

SEROT 

PORCO 

GARFINKEL 

KEELEY 

ZEITMAN 

playe r· s minds. Garfinkel will be tough. 
J ust how tou gh is anoth er mailer. If yo u 
were 10 ask h im, Charlie would be mor e 
than happy to tell you that he ha t he 
game , the confidence, the co nd itioning 
and the br ains to win it all . T hat he does. 
But I hone st ly don't think it will be good 
enough. A for his Brumfield -killer repu ­
ta tion , it could happen , if they were to 
meet in an ear ly round. I give the Gar 
a better s hot agai nst Brum fiel d t ha n 
again t others he will meet earlier. Ju st 
a maile r of sty les. 

Steve Keeley is an enigma . He ha 
perhap more raw talent than any ot her 
player on the rac quetba ll circuit. Yet , do 
you remember his last racquetball tour­
ney win? Either Pa ter son in 1972 or San 
D iego in 1971. Who can remember so far 
ago, with o many more new an d 
challenging tournaments a round. The 
point hardly need explanation: Steve . 
you've got the game, go out and tune 
it up. It's abo ut time you stop depending 
on that natur:}I abi li~y and put ome .time 
a nd sweat into your rac que tba ll ga me. 
If Steve ha ·been doing ti1<}t, if he ha 
put his heart an d mind into win nin g the 
title , if he wants it bad eno ugh, he could 
beat Brumfi eld. 

Mike Zeitma n . Won the 1972 Southern 
Div isio nal in top form. Former LR .A. 
lpen double champ . Figured to be a key 
man in the ·72 Intern ational s. Then a car 
acc ide nt and a broken back . He learned 
of the Memphis re sul ts while in traction 
in a Loui vil le ho s pit a l. The quick , 
alma t mirac ulou s recovery. Three a nd 
one-ha lf mo nth s later, taking Brumfield 
10 2 1- 19 in Norfolk . Playi ng tough. 
Knocking off Schmidtke. then Kee ley in 
Minneapoli s, before bowing to Brum­
field in th e ·emi's. He ha been im­
pre ive, he has the de sir e. a drivi ng de­
sire an d , oddly, marriage seems to have 
helped his ga me . But 'can Mike go a ll the 
way? No , not unl e he can relax on the 
court . On e mi take can cost l ike two 
or three . In the Int ernationa l even one 
is too many . 

Other good player de er e mentio n . 
Guy like Bill Dunn and Bill Thurman 
from C habot College, a nd R oger 
Souders, Dave Chari on . and Charlie 
D rake from San Diego . Ke nn y Wong. 
St. Louis , and other I may have mis ed. 

But as the moke clear ~. where will 
Charlie Brumfield be? He ·11 have to go 
three games at lea I o nce. maybe twice. 
It won't be a ea ya las t yea r . The pre­
diction : Brumfield will win in 1973. 

But don ' t be t on it. 
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Message From • • • 

Jewish Community Centers Association 
11001 SCHUETZ ROAD, ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63141 

314 / 432-5700 

Harris Frark, President, Jewish Community Centers Association 

It is with special pride and pleasure that the Jewish Community Centers 
Association of Greater St. Louis plays host to this tournament of the 
International Racquetball Association from April 3 to April 8, 1973. 

We believe heartily in the great benefits participants derive from this 
sport and in the stimulus to good sportsmanship, physical fitness, whole­
some competitiveness and camaraderie. 

On behalf of the 15,000 merrhers of the Jewish Community Centers 
Association, we bid you welcome and hope that every participant enjoys 
his stay in St. Louis and his participation in this tournament. 

We are delighted to be your hosts! 

~u 

A TRADITION OF SERVING THE JEWISH FAMILY 

RACQUETBALL 



\Velconae lo the 
5th Annual 
lnlernallonal 
Racquetball 
Association 
Chanaplonshlp 
JCCA ST. LOUIS 
APRIL 3rd - 8th, 1973 
EVENTS: 
Open Singl es - Open Doubles 

Masters Sin gles - Ma sters Doubles 

Women's Sin gles - Women 's Doubles 
Golden Mas te r's Double s 

Consolation Singles 

ELIGIBILITY: 
Open to all current (1973) members of the 
Internat iona l Racquetball Association. 

Masters singles players must be 40 years 
old or older by the first day of the tourna­
ment. In Masters doubles , one player must 
be at least 45 , the other 40 ; In Golden Mas­
ters doubles , both partners must be at lea st 
50 years old. 

Rene wals or new member ships can be pur­
chased at the tourn ament site, or by send­
ing $3 for one year or $7 for three years to 
I.R.A ., 4101 Dempste r St. , Skokie , ILL. 60076. 

PLEASE ENTER ME IN: 

O Open singles O Open doubles 

□ Masters singles O Masters doubles 

□ Women 's singles □ Women 's doubles 

O Golden Masters doubles 

MAIL TO: 

Bruce Hendin 
Director of Health & Physical Education 
J.C.C.A. - 11001 Schuetz Rd. 
St. Louis, Missouri 63141 

ENTRY DEADLINE: Thursday , March 29 

Trophies to be awarded fir st four p laces in 
eac h event plus top tw o in conso lati on 
eve nts. 

MARCH 1973 

OFFICIAL BALL: 

Seamless 558. 

ENTRY FEE: 

$20 per person which includes: 1 event; 
souvenir t-shirt, hospitality, general admis­
sion to all matches (including spouses of 
out-of-town players), banquet. 

Additional $1 O entry fee for second event. 

PLAY STARTS: 

8:00 a.m. Tuesday, .A.pril 3, 1973 for open 
sing les and Masters singles . All other 
events sta rt Wednesday, Apri l 4. 

TOURNAMENT HEADQUARTERS: 

Sheraton Airport Motor Inn 
4201 North Lindbergh 
Bridgeton, Missouri 63044 
Reservations c/o Bruce Hendin 
Director of Health & Physical Education 
J.C.C.A. - 11001 Schuetz Rd. 
St. Louis, Missouri 63141 

100 rooms have bee n set aside on a first 
come , first served basis. Make your reser­
vations now! ! 

REGISTRATION: 

Monday , Ap ril 2, all day at the J .C.C .A.; 
Tuesd ay, April 3, all day at J.C .C.A . 

TICKETS: Limited quantity 

$15 and $10 reserve d seats good for all 
matches are ava ilable . 

Players May Enter A Maximum Of Two Events 

Name _______ __ ____ _ _ 

Addr ess _ _____ _ _ _____ _ 

City __________ State ___ _ 

Zi p __ _ I.A. A. # --------

Partn er 's Name ___________ _ 

Addre ss 

Ci ty __________ Sta te __ _ 

Zip ---- I.A.A. # ---

Enc lose d please find $ ___ to cover 
th e abov e entry fees . Paymen t of en t ry fees 
mu st acc ompany e ntry . 
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(Left ) Sre,·e Kee ley goes fo r hi 
d eadl y for ehand kill in th e final 
march. Note th e pe,f ec r paddleba/1 
form of th e champion. 

(B elow, left) "Whaddya 111ea11, hind­
er?!" bellows Berni e McNamara in 
th e open doubl es ba11/e fo r third 
pla ce. Thi s was a co mmon sce ne 
1hro11g ho111 rite to11mey, at leas t 
when rite Ma c's were 011 rite co urt . 
Par tner B o b(/. ) captur ed tlt e Ma s­
ters s ing les title. Roel G rambea11 , J r. 
(r.) and D an M cLa11g lt/i11 look 011. 

(Below) Time 0111 in ope n do11b/esfi -
11al. as Da11A lder(2 11dfro m bo 110 111) 
adjust /ti g lasses, wlticlt were bro­
ken wlte11 D an was tm ck in tlt e face 
by tlt e ball . 8111 lte and partn er E vans 
Wrig ht (bo tto111) s t ill 1110,wge d to 
captur e th e cha mpi o11s ltip . K ee /ey 
(top) and T om Co nnin res t 11p. 

; 
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The Champ Returns 

Steve Keele y. the tr a n p l anted 
Michigande r . now out of an Di ego , 
ended a year' abbatica l from Nationa l 
Padd leball tourname nt s in the b igge t 
way po ss ible la t month . winning the 
twe lfth ann ual N . P.A. ope n ingl e ti tl e . 

Kee ley wo n the ame ti tl e two year 
ago. but wa unable to co mpete in the 
1972 Nation al due to choo l co mmit ­
ment . I n his place D an McL aughlin cap­
tured the ti tle and it wa McL aughlin who 
Kee ley defeated in the fina l in a battl e 
o f former champion . 

The tourname nt , held at the Eau 
C laire, Wi sco nsin Y .M .C.A . crowned 
new c~a mp s in every bracket except open 
do uble w here D an Alder and Evan 
Wri gh t th e Michig an ta l e Univer i t y 
duo . agai n grabbed the t itl e. 

Of pecia l ignifi cance to th e Alder­
Wr ig h t t riumph wa they th warte d 
Kee ley' attempt to pu ll a padd leba ll 
·· double pl ay· · . I t was Kee ley a nd 
partn er Tom Co nnin whom A lder -Wri ght 
defeated in a 2 1-18, 21- 12 match . 

Bob McNamara , t he padd leba ll veter­
an and former ope n doub le tit leholde r , 
resumed h1 . P.A . career after a year· 
ab ence by capturing the l a ters ing le 
crown over Aubrey 0 1 on, Eau C laire. 
21-12 . 2 1-6. Mac and 01 o n were compet ­
ing for an abdicated throne , a defe ndin g 
c hamp Andy Ko zar d id not ane nd the 
tournament. 

01 on came back to hit the top po t 
by taking the Ma -;ter double champion-
hip with Di z Kronenbe rg, defeat ing two 

time and defending champ Rod Gram­
beau r . and teve Galelli . core were 
2 1- 12, 2 1- 18. 

The K eeley- McLaugh lin fin al wa an 
exci tin g and we ll played match featuring 
grea t ball co ntro l and pin point shooting . 
The two playe r have a hi tory of com ­
pet ItI vene dating at lea t back to the 
197 1 Natio na ls where Kee ley beat 

l c L aughlin and went on to the title. 
Tha t amc tourn ament found D an cap tu r­
ing the con o lati on champion ~hip . 

Af ter 1cL aughlin ' 1972 triumph . 
teve came back and topp ed Dan in the 

Mid wes t Regio nal j u. t four week s prior 
to the Eau Cl aire tounrnmen t. 

Both games were out of th e same mold. 
C lose. yet with Keeley in co ntrol. 

·' I tried to keep him <~II hri/an ce. · · said 
tevc . ·' / did11 · 1 ll' WII him to bl' ab le to 

s et up, esp ec wll yjo r hi., backlwnd pii1c h 
.1hm s. · · 

By keeping M cLa ughlin on the move . 
Keeley neut ra li zed uc h kill and al !:.o 

MARCH 1973 

Steve Ke eley did 1101 defend his 
N.P.A . titl e in 1971, standing idly by 
as D an M cLa11ghli n took top honors . 
St eve ca m e ba ck thi s year. 

D an·s highly effective lob . 
" It 's tough to hit any slw r e/Jec ril·ely 

ifyo11're rerrie1·ing . ·· said Keeley . 
Yet l cLa ugh l in wa very much in 

bo th game . I n the fir the held a 13- 10 
ad antage going into the eleventh i nning. 
on ly to have K eeley tally even point 
in that frame and bolt to a 17-13 lead. 
Mac did com e back to 16- 18. but fai led 
to <;core on the la t three tim es he had 
the se rv i ce , a_ Steve methodically 
cou nted to 2 1. 

The econ I game was even earl y unt i l 
Kee ley broke into an 11-6 lead af ter I-l 
inni ng . but McL augh lin came back to 
13- 14 and appeared to have the momen­
tum to pu ll th e eco nd game out. 

But Kee ley regai ned co ntrol in the 20th 
innin g stringing toge ther five ki ll s and a 
pa for · ix point and a 20-13 advantage. 
And al though Dan tallied four t ime in 
the 21 l. teve managed a forehand ki ll 
for game and match. 

I n th e emi-fi nal Keeley defeated Bill 
Sc hm id tke , M inneapo l i . the fo rm er 
racque tball I nternational champ. com­
pet ing in ht first padd leball nat iona l . 
Steve' overall control wa s too much for 
B i ll 2 1-9, 1 1- 14 . chmidtke had played 
year s of padd leball prior to hi racquet­
ball. but ne ve r had the opportu nit y to 
enter th e natio nal . o the padd le was 
not th at unfamtli ar for him. 

'. , /e lf f 11' ( / S ge (( i11g /)(!({('/ e1·e ry 
ro1111d," a,d chmidtke ... 8111 I didn't 
ge r /Je((er e11u11gl! ro hea r K ee/e y . " 

I n the other ·cm , l'vl cLa ughlin top ped 
Ray Bayer. ag inaw . Mi chigan 2 1- 10. 21-
5 after Bayer won a toug h three game 

quarter-fina l deci ion from Knoxville' 
D avey Bled oe 16-21. 21- 15. 21- 13. 

Schmidtke then took third place 18-21. 
21-15. 2 1- 12 over Baye r . Jim San t ino. 
fir t round lo er to Bled oe. cap tur ed th e 
con o lat ion hon or . defea tin g Omaha's 
Charl ie Berry (former l y of F l int. 
Michigan) 2 1-5. 2 1-7. 

The ope n double bracke t had. as 
usual. some o f th e mo t exciting matc he 
in the tourn ame nt. A lde r and Wri ght put 
together their usual co mbin ation of physi­
cal and ment al sk ill to take the tit le. but 
not w ithou t a few batt le . 

The final match aga in t Keeley and 
Con nin . a mooth but errati c lef ty. was 
in doubt much of the way. In fac t Steve 
and Tom had a 1-1-8 lead in the firs t game 
onl y to let it get away. Alde r-Wri ght ta l­
lied five time · in the fourt h innin g to cl ose 
to within one 13- 1-l. and then grabbed 
the lead w ith five more poi nt s i n the fi fth 
for an 18-16 lead. Keeley-Connin came 
back to tie at I8 -all. but a Connin en-or. 
Wright V-pass and final Alder ki ll in the 
fro nt left corner sealed the firs t game vic­
tor y. 

Alder-Wright tarted hot the seco nd 
game and never coo led ofT. They ran five 
poi nt on their fir t serve. increa ed the 
lead to 7-2 and 12-6 and then ta ll ied seve n 
poi ms in the e enth fra me for a co m­
manding 19-9 margin . Then it was a mat­
ter of imp ly runn ing out the nece ·sary 
two point . wh ich they did in the next 
two in ning . 

I ronica ll y . the two be t matche of the 
doub le tourney. at lea t for the pec­
tator · . invo lved the eve ntu al th ird place 
team. Bob and Bernie 1l cNamara. The 
t\ l ac ·s. a legend in . P.A. hi to ry were 
making a real go at the ope n double title . 
in their u ual aggressive sty le of paddle­
ba ll. Their sem i-fina l matc h agai nst 
Alder-Wright wa a tud y in contra · tin g 
· ty les and excell ent patldleball. won by 

OPEN GLE F l L 
GAMEi 
Kee ley O I I O I O -l 7 I O O '.! 21 
McLaug hl in O O O 3 0 3 0 -l 2 0 3 0 0 0 x 16 

Kill ,-Keeley '.!3, McL aughlin 18: Passe - Kecky 7. t\ l c Lau ghlin 5: Error ·­
Ke elcy 7, Mc Laughlin 6: cc -t\lc Lau ghlin I: 1-1 inders-6 : Time-ou t ·- K eeley 2. 
GAME:! 
McL aughlin O O I I O O O O I O I O 2 0 '.! 2 I -l - 17 
Ke eley O O O O O J O O 2 2 I I 2 I O I O 6 I - 21 

Kilb - Keele 27. I Laughlin 15: Pa · cs-Kee ley 7. t\ l cLa ughlin 9: Errors ­
Keel ey 11, l c L augh lin 8: cc ~- one: Hind er -4: Time-ou t -Kee ley 2. Mc­
L ,1ughli11 2. 
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THE STAT~: ftF WISCONSIN 

--· 

C I T A T I O N B Y T H E L E G I S L A T U R E 

KNOW YOU BY THESE PRESENTS: 

WHEREAS, the Y.M.C.A. in Eau Claire, Wisconsin, is host for 
the Twelfth Annual National Championships of the National Paddleball 
Association on February 1-4, 1973; and 

WHEREAS, the rapid growth of the sport in recent years, both 
in this state and nationally, is indicative of the value of 
paddleball as an excellent competitive sport playable by people of 
a 11 ages; and 

WHEREAS, the people of Wisconsin are honored and privileged to 
be able to serve as hosts for the tournament; now, therefore, 

The Members of the Wi sin Legislature, on the motion of 
Senator Johnson and R resentative Looby, under Joint Rule 26, 
welco~ the >N~al Paddleball Association and all of the 

/2t,v/ts to/ is;,n in .. 

;,/2: : l }-' 

er of the As y Senate 

January 24, 1973 
Date 

_j_ 
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OPEN DOUBLES FINAL 
GAMEi 
Keele y-Co nnin 3 3 4 4 2 2 18 
Alder-Wright 4 3 5 5 3 21 

Kills-Alder 9, W r ight 3 ( 12). Keeley 6. Co nnin 10 (16): Passes-A lder 5, 
Wright I (6), Keeley 4, Connin I (5): Error s-A lder 5, Wright 2 (7), Keeley 2, 
Co nnin 12 (14): Aces-None : H inder s-I S. T ime-ou ts-Kee ley-Co nnin I. Alder­
Wri ght I (equipm ent ). 
GAME2 
Al der-W right 5 2 0 I 3 7 2 I 
Ke eley-Con nin I I 2 2 0 3 2 I x 12 

Kill s-A ld er 9. Wri ght 4 ( 13) , K eeley 4 , Connin 6 ( I 0): Passes-A lder 4. Wri ght 
4 (8): K eeley 3, Con nin 4 (7) : Errors-Alder 7, Wr ight 3 ( 10), Keeley 4, Co nnin 12 
( 16): Aces-None: H inders 12: Tim e-outs-Kee ley-Con nin 2. 

Alder -Wright 2 1- 17, 18-2 1, 2 1-11. 
Bot h teams u ed the men tal game to 

th eir ow n adv ant age. Ald er-Wr ight re ly­
ing on slow deliberate . t ime -consumi ng 
tactics ai med at unnervin g and making 
the M acs over- anxious: the MacNamar­
as using the ti ght sty le of pl ay and badger­
ing of the referee. But th e end result 
is alw ays who get s to 21 fir st and it was 
Alder -Wright 's shootin g game th at over ­
came the MacN amara's pass and 
power. 

T he oth er ope n doub le semi-fi nal wa 
c aptured by Keel ey-Co nn i n ove r 
M c Laughlin - Rod Grambeau . Jr . in a 
re lative l y rou tin e 21-13 . 21- 14 match. 
Co nnin played probabl y hi be t paddle­
ball of the tourney in thi s match playi ng 
McL aughlin ev en on the left side and set­
ting up Keeley' s kill s. 

Bob and Bernie l'vlcN amara then 1001' 

third place 21-18. 14-21.21 - 10. Open dou­
bles co nsolation was wo n by Jon W ensel 
and Duke Severson . Ea u C laire . ove r 
Schmid tk e and Paul Ne! ·on 2 1- 11. 21-1 J. 

A n expected battle royale never rea ll y 
materi ali zed in the Master s singles br ack­
et with Bob McN ama ra tak ing the hon­
or s 2 1- 12 , 2 1-6 over Aubrey 0 1 on . Eau 
C lai re· fi ne t. 

It wa too much over-a ll powe r and 
con tr ol for M ac. who kept 0 1 on on the 
move in deep court in the manner th at 
ha marked McNamara' s game fo r th e 
pa t doze n year . 

Ol son topped Flint' s Tom Ball ant yne 
in th e emi's 2 1-4. 2 1- 5 wh il e Mac 
def eated Ne l on . th e la L of th e swi tch 
hitter s and th e fir st N .P.A. c hamp . 21-J . 
2 1-6. 

N e! onth enwo nthi rd2 1- ll.I 4-2 l. 2 1-
7 ove r Ballantyn e w hil e Har o ld Bran ster . 
Flint. wo n th e co n o lati on honor over 
Ed Linta 21-13 . 21- 17. 

M aster double s ho wed th e u ual fine 
pl ay. wi th the fina ls being probably the 
upset mat c h of th e tourney. O lson and 
Kronenberg put their pow e r ga m es 
to ge ther and to o k advantage of 
Grambea u-Ga ll etti error to captur e the 
crown 2 1-12. 2 1-18. 

Grambeau -Ga ll et ti j u t didn ' t seem to 
have t he smo oth. o il ed team-wo rk thi s 
t ime around th at marked their 197 1 and 

MARCH 1973 

(top) Steve Galletti, who with Rod 
Gramb eau, Sr . captured 2nd spot in 
Master s doubles , races to retrieve a 
shot from the back wall . Galletti was 
vo ted the 1973 Sportsmanship 
troph y as well. 

( 8 0 110 111) The paddle ball action was 
beamed 011 telev isio n locally 
thr oughout th e wee kend, givi ng resi­
dents and fan s an oppor11111ity to see 
the action. 
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1972 M asters double ti t le<;. O n the o th er 
hand . 0 1 on·~ hooti ng and con t ro l fit 
beau ti f ull y in to Kronenberg· powe r 
~t y lc a th e Eau Cl a irian con<;ta nt l y 
forced Grambeau-G a ll et t i into deep 
court re t rieves . 

Lou Gia mpetroni and Er aultman . 
Flint. captured third place with a 2 1- 1-1. 
I 1-2 1. 1 1-7 v ictory over G enc Bcgu hn 
and Bob Sm ith . Eau C lair e . Bob Knut son 
and To m Shea wo n th e co n o lati on M a -
ter · do ub le hono r over Ro lli e Vei tch 
and John G har r ity. Eau C laire. 21- 12 . 2 1-
13. 

N OTES OF TH E TOU RNAMENT: 
.. T he Eau Clai re Y .M.C.A .. ce r­

tai nl y ro ll ed out the red-carpe t for t he 
N. P .A. at thi tournamen t and at t he top 
of the v·s Ii t i~ Ed Koch . th e execu t ive 
d irec tor w ho d id a mar ve lou job in mak­
in g ur e thin gs ra n smoo thl y and th at the 
pl ayer· need were take n care of ... 
A lso do ing mu ch more than th ei r hare 
we re Ro lli e Vei tch . Bob K nut on . Bill 
Pir c, John Sch aff . Di z Kr o nenberg and 
Tom Lan g of the host town ... Kron en­
ber g now is the only person to have com­
peted in all 12 N .P.A . champion ship s 
dati ng back to 1962 . .. Players were 
ho sted at a nice buffe t banqu et at the Y 
on e eve nin g .. . M os t o ft he guys made it 
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to Th e L eft Gu ard on e night , and th e 
yo unger ones to W ate r St ree t .. . Ea u 
C lair e houses a campu s of th e U ni ver it y 
of W isco nsin .. . N . P.A. Na ti onal Co m­
mi sio ner D ale Ri ker and Preside nt Bob 
K endler were on hand to take in matc he 
and make thei r annu al pr esentat ion .. 

ore l y mi ed we re two o ld standb y . 

(A bo ve)A ubrey Olso n, who 111011 the 
Mas ter doubl es with D iz. K ronen ­
berg and rook second in M as ters 
sing les. 

(Left) Padd/ebal/ er receil'e d p len ty 
of hospi tality in Ea u C laire, s tarring 
with i11for111ati1·e bull et in board. 

Jim Phill ip and John Bauman .. . To tal 
entrie reach 82 for all bracket . . . Play-
er voiced the ir i ncre a ing conce rn about 
unavail ab ili t y of padd leba ll . ome even 
forced to revert back to the pinkie u ed 
yea r ago . Kendler promi cd to go 10 

wor k on thi and ha pent muc h t ime 
ince the to urnament on this projec t 

... C lo ed ci rcuit telev i io n wa in-
tailed for the la<;t two round<; and t he 

pick -up broadca st locall y. Va r iou play­
er and ho I committee men took the ir 
lllrn s narrati ng the play-by -p lay with 
Rod Grambe au r . doi ng the be t and 
mo t profe ion al JOb. and the Kee ley­
Oram- on nin-Alder team doin g the fun ­
nie 1. 

Tourney Banque t Invocation: 
Certa inly Worth Repeating 

D ear Lord: 
... H elp u to forge t w hat we have don e fo r oth er peo ple , and to remem­
ber wh at o th er peop le have done for us: 
... To ignore w hat th e wo rl d owes us, and to th ink wha t we owe the 
wo rl d; 
... T o put our r ight s in the backg rou nd and our dutie in the midd le d is­
tance, and our chances to do a litt le mo re th an our dut y in t he foreground ; 
... T o see th at our fe ll ow men are j ust as rea l as we are, and try to look 
be hind th eir face to their heart , hu ngry fo r joy : 
. .. T o ow n th at p rob ably the onl y good reason for our ex istence is no t 
w hat we are goi ng to get o ut ofl ife , but w hat we are goi ng to gi ve to life ; 
.. . T o c lo e our book of co mplai nt s agai nst th e manageme nt of th e un i­
ve r e and look aro und us for a place w her e we can ow a few seed of hap­
pines -
... Am en. 

TOM LANG 
Eau C laire , Wi sc. YM CA 
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Look Sharp 
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Feel Sharp 
DD Play 
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OFFICIAL UNIFORMS 

Cour t Shi rt: 
V-neck, sleeve less 
V-nolched sides 
St retch nylon 
Wash and dry by hand or mach ine 
White , or Colum bia blu e 
With offici al imprint 
Sizes S-M-L-XL 

Court Shorts: 
V-notched legs 
Elastic waist 
Stretch nylon 
Wash and dry by hand or machine 
Whi le , or Columbia blue 
With official imp rint 
Sizes S-M-L-XL 

Socks : 
Dupon t Nomelle luxu ry yarn 
Full cushion sole 
Riche st, heftiest sock yet 
White 
While with red stri pes 
White with Columbia blue 

and 
1 size fits all 

-:;.,. 
~ ·/ 

"" tj'o/ . 
ORDER FORM 

To· SML SPORTS WARES 

Siu Q,.1Jnt, tv Pr.ce 
Shirts· ,,.,'h1le 5.00 

Gold 5.00 
Columbia blue 5.00 

Shorts l'lhite 500 
Gold 5 00 
Columbia blue 5.00 

Tou1 

CIRCLE IMPRINT DESIRED : IRA NPA NONE 
Sod,s 1 pair S2 00 J prs SS 00 6 prs Sl0.00 
Solid ,,, h,te 
White ,,ith red stripes 
\'/h1te ·,,,th Columbia blue 

and gold strioe~ 
TotJt 

Vu 6tn1J rei,dents Jd0 SJles T J, 
T~tJI JmJ"nt er.cl~!ed 

NM,t[ 

ADDRESS 
CITY STA![ ZIP 

,\J e chte. s pJ,Jb e 1, Jn.! send IJ 

SML SPORTS WARES 
P. 0. Box 9854 

Norfolk, Va. 23505 

QUANTITY PRICES AVAILABLE 
FOR YMCA'S, JCC'S , SCHOOLS, 
CLUBS , AN D OTHER VOLUME 
BUYER S. WRITE FOR COMPLETE 

INFORMATION 



Ken Porco 

The Commissioner's Court 

There are literally hundr ed of new and 
potentially new memb ers of the Int er­
nation al Racquetb all As sociation who 
have many que stion s regarding the origin 
of the A ssociation , its present function 
and it s future plan . I would like to share 
with you my concept of the phase of 
growth of the I. R. A. since I was a small 
part of a group of individu als back in I 968 
who let it be known that .. th ei r .. game 
wa stead il y grow ing in popularity and 
that they were seeking an identity for 
racque tb all (th en known a paddleball 
and paddle racket ) that wo uld un ite the 
th ousands of player s throughout the 
country into one solid organiza tion . 

Unknowingly , many racquet play ­
er mi stakenly called their game paddle ­
ball, my elf included . It took a gath er ing 
of pl aye r from seve ral parts of the 
co untr y to hare what know ledge they 
had acquired abo ut rule s, eq uipment , 
tourn ame nt s and so forth. It also made 
that group reali ze that help wa needed 
by either an indi vi du al or organizatio n 
with th e know - how in estab li shin g and 
maintaining the goa ls we had set forth. 

T he gro up was organized by Larry 
Lederman of the Milwaukee J. C .C . 
Larry urged the men to choo se a leader. 
The logic al choice wa s Bob Kendler and 
th e U.S .H.A. T he rea on were simp le: 
(I) our sports are clo sely related in th e 
use of common pl ay ing facili tie s and 
rules. (2) The U.S. H .A. had been suc­
cessful as a growi ng organization and wa 
willing to furni sh u with the much 
needed experience of initial planning. 

That first meet ing with Bob Kendlt:r 
and a handful of paddleball, padd le 
racket, and racquetball player s proved to 
be the beginning of what we know as th e 
Intern ational Racquetb all As soc iation . 
There were many difference and some 
players had to give in when they did no t 
want to. But th e reali zat ion of the game·s 
growt h potential made the differences 
di sappe ar and afte r a time , everything be­
ga n to fall in place. 

Tournament s became more frequent. 

and in most ca es a reasonable life span. 
Better all aro und equipment and acces­
sories are now avai lable keeping the 
varie d tastes of the players well sat is­
fied . 

While al l the se events were happe nin g, 
still more changes and addi tion s began to 
take place. Women and children were 
playing as often as they were permitted 
and it wa no sur prise at all that in 1970 
the fir st natio nal women ·s tourn ament 
wa s held . The children or belier known 
as junior pl aye rs have been neglec ted up 
to now , but it is hoped that an Intern a­
tion al junior tourn ament will be held 
within a year . 

Exposure for racquetball in the form 
of the printed word began to appea r in 
handball"s bible , Ace, and later H and­
ba ll magazi ne. It soon became apparent 
th at the enormous popul arity of racquet ­
ball needed more than ju st bits and piece s 
of inform ation flowing to its members. 
Most players knew th at it w as just a 
matter of time before racquetball 
would require it s own communica­
tion vehicle. Th ank s to th e hard work 
of Chuck Leve and the foresight of 
Bob Kendler , we now have our own 
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magazine which I believe to be the single 
most import ant step forward we have 
taken since our beginning. 

From an ad mini stra ti ve tandpo int , 
the I. R.A. board of director , executive 
committee and other officer s are trying 
to meet as often as possible to discuss 
and rev iew policy , rule s, etc. The hope is 
to make th e genera l meeting , held an­
nually at the national tournament ite , 
as meanin gful as possible to the many 
member s w ho are in att endance. I can 
onl y promi se that if a problem is to be 
heard, ther e will alw ays be omeo ne con­
nected wit h the I. R. A. who will li sten 
and tr y to offe r ome assistance . The 
gro up of I. R.A. officers i dedic ated to 
making racque tball a port to be proud of 
and one that all types of pl aye rs , seriou 
or otherwise can enjo y. 

Looking at th e future of racquetb all I 
can only ay th at thin gs look extremely 
bright . More pl aye rs of all ages and both 
exe s, more courts being pl anned every 

day , more tourname nt s at all ability lev­
els, newer and belier equipment and th e 
d istinct po ssibility of tele vi io n expos ure 
in a few year . 

The mo st sincere vo te of confidence 
given to racquetb all lately th at I have 
heard came in the dre ssing room during 
a recen t tournament. Sever al to p ranked 
pl aye rs agreed th at they wi hed th at they 
co uld be younger o they might grow 
with the I.R .A . l"m proud to be a part 
of th i great game and more so I 'm 
privileged to have met so many fine 
people. 
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The country was divided into areas for 
regio nal play and eve ntu all y the fir t 
Int erna tion al Tournament was held in 
St. Louis in 1969. The equipment evolu ­
tion had alr eady begun by th en . The old 
heavy str ung racque t gave w ay to the 
steel racquet which brought u to our 
pre ent aluminum and pla t ic racquet s. 
The blue Sobek ball wa s th e officia l ball 
until th e Seamless 558 was introdu ced. 
After an un~atisfying and inco nsi~tent 
beginning th e Seamle~ ball began to 
show sign of consi stency in performance "Handball was never like this." 
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If the New National ''100'' 
doesn't suit you ... 

''300''will. 
Different playing styles require different paddles. Now Marcraft takes care of that. We 
talked to serious tournament players in California , Michigan, Wiscons in and New York -
asked them to describe their specifications for an ideal paddle. Two years of research 
and prototype evaluation culminated in the "100" and " 300 ." 

They're tournament tested and tournament tough. Both carry Marcraft's unconditional 
1 year guarantee and are exclusively endorsed by the National Paddleball Association. 

National "100" 

Material : 5 Ply Rock Mapl e. 

Profile: Square shap e. 

Surface: Sol id face. 

Finish : Hand rubbed natural. 

Handle: Natu ral Walnut. 

Thong: Nylon or raw hi de. 

Playing Qualities : Designed for the better player who wants 
maximum strik ing surface . 

National "300" 

Material: 5 Ply Rock Hard Maple. 

Prof ile: Teardrop shape. 

Surface : 35 prec ise ly pos it io ned holes. 

Finish: Mahogany . 

Handle : Tapered, ebon y finish with ra ise d st i tch leather grip. 

Thong: Nylon or rawh ide. 

Play Qual i ties : Narrow profile for qu ick ness . Hitting surface is 
wh ere you need i i. 

"" 
Marcraft Recreation Corp. 
305 East 140th Street Bronx , New York 10454 

Tel: (212) 635-5850 

Free catalogue to dealers or institutions upon request. 
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Kendler Delivers Hard-Hitting Speech 

This is only the second time I have talked 10 the players 
at a National Paddleball Tournament and , I mu st say, it 
is certainly a pleasure. Only one thing could make it a greater 
plea sure - and that would be a greater number of entries . 
Nevertheles s, you paddleball player s, being a breed all your 
own, radiate a certain charm not to be found at any other 
tournament. So let us just say that although your number 
is low, your caliber is high! Thank you for inviting me! 

I have driven through Eau Claire countles s time s in the 
past 40 year on my way to Minneapolis where I courted 
my Swedi sh bride. Alway s being in a hurry , I never really 
got well acquainted with the wonderful people here in God's 
country. That· the feeling I had as my plane dropped altitude 
for a landing , and I saw a breathtaking view from my window . 
I'm pretty much convinced thi IS God ' s country - and 
what more can I ay bec ause I , too , was born and raised 
in Wi scon sin. 

Thi reference to God gives me a good chance to tell 
you that it's time we do some oul-se arching. It' s time we 
ask ourselves about the real potenti al of Pad dleb all , and 
whether we can work together to promote the game more 
succe ssfully . We must dec ide if we want Paddleball in the 
major league , or if we'll be content to let it remain in the 
minor league. 

Tho se of you who heard my talk at Knoxville last year 
know that we have arrived at the cro ssroad of decision. We 
are faced with the grave challenge of standing up to the 
competition of racquetb all - or being as imilated by it. A 
year ago I left thi convention filled with high hope s for 
the future of Paddl eba ll , many of which were based on some 
sturdy promi es from you. Unfortun ately , little progre s has 
been made. We had about 100 member last year - we 
have abo ut the same number thi s year. 

We can·1 ex pect ucce ss and perfection without so me 
ob stac les to overcome . And .. greener pa sture · · are not 
always what they appear to be . Perhap some of you have 
heard about the couple who sat in an elegant restaurant having 
their dinner , and they noticed a beautifully dre ssed middle­
aged lady sitting nearby. The couple was absolutely fa ci ­
nated with the lady' s huge, dazz ling diamond bro ach pinned 
to her dre s . Finally the wife got up and walking over to 
the lady said , "Purd on me , I don 't 1•1ish to intrud e, but I 
cu uldn 't help noticin g yo ur BEA UT IF UL dia111011d broach . 
/'1 ·e n e ,·er see n anything like it - it must be wo rth a 
FORTUNE!" 

"Yes ,·· the lady replied , "it ·s th e Klop111an diamond. " 
.. Oh'! Thut nt1111e isn't jc1111iliar to 111e. · · 
The lady went on to explain , " It 's like th e H op e diam ond. 

It comes with a cu rse." 
The wife' s eye widened. " With a c urse ? What kind '!" 
The lady frowned and said , "Mr . Klop111an!" Now don ·1 

get the idea that Racque .tball is the curse of Paddleb all. It 
might well be an inspiration. 

I realize the member s here looked to us for considerable 
help in promoting Paddleball. By the same token , we looked 
to the member ~ for equal suppo,1 . Very few took advantage 
of the opportunitie s we offered , and you can see the result 
in your Nationals today . A number of the big name s are 
gone - some of the best areas have di ssolved. There are 
many player s like Brumfield and Muehlei sen who no longer 
play Paddleball. Enthusiastic groups in San Diego , Fargo, 
and Iowa have almo st completely di sappeared from the pad­
dleball scene. 

Let's try to analyze WHY. I s it something we failed to 
do? I s it more strenuou s than racquetball - more dangerous? 
Those who have sw itched from paddleb all to racquetball 
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prefer the strung racquet game with the lively ball. They 
tell us it lends itself tow ard more handball-type shots -
ceiling, around the wall s, "Z". 

There are several other factors to take into consideration . 
We mu st realize that racquetball has taken the nation by 
storm . It' s a family participation game, l i ke tenni s. The 
nationwide explosion of Court Clubs was made po ssible by 
the enormous demand from racquetball player s who make 
up 75% of their member ship. Owner s of such clubs PUSH 
racquetball , and practic ally ignore any particip ation in pad­
dleb all. They are even w ary of the possible dama ge th at 
solid wood paddle s might do to the wall s. Racquetb all also 
has the advantage of heavy promotion by racquet manu fac­
turer s, colorful new equipment , a unification of rules, and 
a nation al acceptance by si x or seven splinter group s. One 
of th e greatest asset s to racquetball is the fact th at the girls 
love it - wives , weetheart s, mother s and their teen- age 
daughter s - and all thi s co mpetitive " togetherne ss" is a 
very aur act ive adv ant age for racquetball. 

It may co me as a su rpri e to you that handball i experienc ­
ing some pretty stiff competition from racquetb all too! It 
i not mak ing anywhere near the progre ss th at racquetb all 
is makin g . You know why ? We are not coaching th e kid s 
lik e we used to do. M ay be yo u aren't either! We are not 
working in the elementary and h igh school s as hard as we 
hould : and al though our college tourn ament s are very suc­

cessful , we must get to the kids soo ner! That 's wh at YOU 
should be doing. Seminars , clinics, ex hibiti on , and inv it a­
tion als, all should become a BIG part of your promotion , 
and I doubt if you've spon sored even one! 

We must have the will power to succe ed - and , th at 
remind s me ofan am using stor y about my wife . One morning 
at bre akfa st Evie wa givi ng me a big pep talk about my 
weight and calorie , and he ended up saying , " Bob, yo u 
should be as ham ed of yo urself - what yo u need is so me 
wi ll power! Look a t our neighb or, Dale Rik er. H e use d to 
sm oke fl1 ·e pa cks of ciga re ll es a day and dro ve his fa mily 
to di stra c tion with his hacki ng co ugh and th e tobacco smell 
in th e house. He gaFe it up . And yo ur frie nd , Bill Sc hmidtk e, 
what a drunken bum he used to be. The police had to brin g 
him ho111e a coupl e of time s wh en th ey found hi111 in th e 
p1111er. H e gave it 11p. 8111 look at yo u - a goo d father , 
eam a nice living, but yo u can ' t give up r1 few pa ncak e 
and syrup for br eakf ast . You ha ve NO WILL POWER ! .. 

That made me preuy mad , so I said , " OK, I'll how yo u 
who ha s willpower! You sleep in our bedroo m , and /' II sleep 
in th e gues t roo111 - and we 'll SEE who has willpo111er!" 

Six month s went by in thi s fashion, and one evening Evie 
knocked oftly on the guest room door . I answered , and 
she said swe etly , " J11s t th ought I'd tell yo u - Dal e Rik er 
start ed s111oki11g agai n!.t' ' 

So , you see, we can acco mpli h anything we want - if 
we have the will pow er. A good ex ampl e of what can happen 
took pl ace about 50 year ago. The original game of handba ll 
wa s entirely different than it is tod ay . For one thing , it wa 
played with a hard ball , exac tly like today 's baseball - but 
smaller in size. It was played in courts th at were twi ce the 
iz e of tod ay's courts , and the front wall was usually con stru c­

ted of slate . 
There was no slap , no fi st , no overhand. Everything wa 

stroke - AFTER the bounc e , and ne ve r before. Th at ' 
becau se you could break your hand/7 y i11.I( a ball. You co uld 
also bre ak your heart running for it! 

Along came the sof tb all. Believe it or not, tod ay' s game 
is officially known as the oftball game and not the hardba ll 
game. If you think toda y's ball is hard , you should tr y o ne 
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at Paddleball National Championships 

of tho se old hardb all s! Althou gh hardball had been played 
for a thou sand years, it w as doom ed the day the softb all 
appeared on the scene , and th e court was reduced to hum ane 
proportion s. 

Perh aps we will have to off set th e doom of Paddleball 
with so me inno vat ions of our ow n. Did you know th at there 
are a lot of paddleb all pl ayers wh o w ill use onl y a handball ? 
I t r ied it on ce and had a GR EA T game! Y ou mig ht pull 
a l01 of handb all pl ayers into yo ur o rbit w ith thi s idea . And 
I think you'd attr act th e two splint er gro up s i n N ew York 
who play ou tdoor on e wall and thr ee-wall with a hand ball. 
Outdoor pl ay w ould be a great st imul ant , and coul d be pro ­
moted in recre ati onal and park progra ms wher e yo ung boys 
w ould be in iti ated into th e game al an earl y age. 

L et ' s face it ! Wh ere is Padd leball go ing? Right now yo u' re 
a small exclu siv e group wh o enj oy gett ing to geth er 10 do 
y our "ow n th ing" o nce a year and renew acquai ntances. 
Y ou· ve been comp etin g agai nst each oth er for abou t 10 years , 
a mu ch fo r soc ial rea on as any othe r. A nd t hat ·s fin e. 
But if I here i go ing to be pro gres , ex pansion , and growin g 
popul arit y , w e mu st make a great deal more effo rt th an we 
have in th e past. Padd leba ll is too good a ga me to vegeta te. 

A I mentioned befor e, I came away fro m th e convent io n 
di nner last year wi th th e high est ex pectation s. Num erou s 
inn ova ti ons wer e suggested , and I agreed to consider able 
fi nancia l upp ort . A num be r o f goo d ideas depended on yo ur 
assi tance and enthu sia m. L et 's revie w a few of th ese pl ans 
and ee how they deve loped . 

Fir t , we pro mised to pro mote regio nal tourn ame nts . I t 
wa no prob lem arr angi ng mid-ea t and south -east regional 
bec au e th ey were cent ered in two paddleball hotbeds -
M ic higan and Kno x vi ll e. Bu t a1tem p1s to o rgani ze to urn eys 
in oth er areas have failed or met wi th apath y because so 
many fo rm er padd leball ers have wi tched 10 racq uetball. 

W e tal ked abo ut addin g wo m en ' eve nt s. A fl er long 
debate , the ho st tourn ament co mmill ee felt that th ere would 
be few , if any , entri e . 

T her e w as a sugge t io n to rec rui t on e-w ail ers int o th e 
As oc iati on. T he N ew Y o rk gro up has ex pr es ed som e 
int ere t ; - howeve r, th ey retain their desire to co ntinue 
to all ow sw it c hing o f hands dur ing pl ay and usin g a handba ll , 
not a paddlebal l. Ag reement and un ifica ti on of ru les co uld 
help greatl y i n thi s area. H oweve r, ome have jo in ed as 
ub c riber s to th e magazi ne, so we have a good point of 

co nt ac t. 
Roya lti es w ere to be r;. J on our agend a. T he padd le roya ltie s 

fro m M arc raft amount ed to $472 in I 972 , r is ing slightl y eac h 
qu art er . W e have attempt ed to mak e an agree ment with 
Seam le s on a ball roya lt y, but th e Seaml ess padd leball is 
still abo ut six month s away. As o f now , w e mu st sti ll depend 
on th e Pennsy lva nia JOO, th e ball th at i no longer in pro duc ­
t ion . 

It wa sugge ted th at the oo ner w e tart in1erco ll ~gia te 
champion hips, 1he beli er. W e have loo ked into th i po sibi l­
i ty , but have al o loo ked al our c heckbook. T hi w ill be 
th e fi r I year of In terco ll egiate in rac quetba l l , and if it i 
ucce ful , we w i ll go ahead and try ii on padd leba ll . My 

per onal opi n io n is that it wo u ld beco me a matc h betwee n 
th e U ni ver it ie of Mi c higan, Ten nes ee and M ich igan State. 

Regardi ng w eek end in v it ati onal , we have not been able 
10 secure hosts fo r such to urn ament s, exce pt in the Mi chigan 
area. W e w ant to br oaden the cop e o f Padd leball , not run 
a repeat of 1he 1972 M ic higa n 1a1e tourney. Both Juni or 
C hampi onship s and Go lden M aster w il l have 10 wa it ur.1il 
we have enoug h en1rie 10 uppor1 eac h brac ket. 

We agree d to pay for reg ional wi nner and tr op hies , and 
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thi s has been done. Pay ment s are being made here at th is 
tourn ament upon rece ipt of invo ices. I also told C huck Leve 
he could spend $5, 000 to promote thi s year' s tourn ament. 
He has spent $2, 000 of it on payment of air tra vel , trophie s 
fo r divi sion als, and space in the magazine. T he other $3,000 
sti ll sit s in the accoun t of the l.R .A . 

Y ou were all inform ed that we would appr ecia te any sto r ies 
of interest fo r our magazine , th at we woul d pri nt your ads 
fr ee and w e had a need fo r instruct ion al ar t icl es plus tourn a­
ment sch edu les and result s. It w as a bi g di sappointment th at 
th ere w as littl e or no respon se to th e e reque sts. 

So we are face d w ith these alterna t ives: I) merge into 
the 1.R .A . and play bo th games at the same time: 2) you 
can take ov er the A ssoc iation your self or ; 3) you can gamb le 
anoth er year with us. 

M any of you th ink Paddleb all will die fo r lack of ball s. 
I th ink I can solve thi s, so lets dismiss th at fear. 

Le t 's renew our resolution s thi s year , and band together 
fo r our com mon cause. Let · s all make an effort to ·· give 
a li ttl e", - ideas , encour agemen t, recruit ing new player s, 
offe r ing ex hibition s in your loc al scho ols, sendin g us news 
of yo ur prog ress, bein g innov ati ve. Yo u k now , the world 
is full of tw o k ind s of peopl e: the giv ers and th e taker s. 
Th e take rs EA T w ell - but the giv ers SL EE P well. Th at' s 
my advice for tonight - goodnight , and SLEEP WELL! 

"After you're through painting Leonardo, 
how about a little game?'' 
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Dr. Bud Muehleisen likely have to be re -playe d. 

The Rules Say 
If a ball is tosse d into play during a tourna­
ment , and as a player, I feel it is not live 
enough, can I legally call for the referee 
to inspect the ball and ask for a different 
one? 

This article is the first of a standing 
column by Dr . Bud Mi.;ehleisen, the 
National Rule s Chairman of the Intern a­
tion al Rac quetball Association. It is in­
tended to be a question and answer col­
umn pertaining to official rules and inter­
pretation , including game s ituations. 
Players of all caliber s are invited to write 
their que stio ns to Dr. Bud Muehleisen, 
c/o RACQUETBALL Magazine , 4101 
Dempster St. , Skokie, IL 60076. For thi s 
fir st column the editorial staff of RA C­
QUETBALL has posed some que stion s 
for Dr. Bud. 

Is it legal to serve to anybody on the court 
in doubles , or must yo u alternate serves 
to each of yo ur opponent s? 

··Jr is not necess ary for th e se!"l'er to 
nlrernare sen 1es to his oppo nent s .· · (R 11/e 
4 .2( a)). 

I sugges t , however , th a t in practice you 
do a lte rn a te se rv es. Thi s gives everybody 
a n equal ch a nc e to pa rticip a te in pr actic ­
ing their return of se rve and give a ll four 
a n equal chance to play. It a lso gives the 
se rver a ch ance to practice his serve s to 
both sides of the court. 

Is it an automatic hinder if the ball goes 
through a player 's legs? 

"A ball passinR be tw ee n r he legs of 
a play er 0 11 th e sid e whi ch j11sr return ed 
th e ball, (is a dead ba ll hind er) I F th ere 
ts no fair chan ce to see or return th e ba ll. 
(Rule 4 .!0 (a)(5JJ. 

Thu s. the ba ll going throu gh o ne·s leg s 
is NOT an a utom atic hind er , but a judg­
ment ca ll by the refer ee. If a playe r is 
far out of po sition and his oppo nent hit s 
a winning shot tha t he can never reach , 
ye t it goes through th e shoo ter ·s leg , thi s 
would not con s titute a hinder. In a ny 
s itu a tion where ther e is doubt. however , 
a hinder hould be ca lled. 

If one player is injur ed in a double s match, 
can his partner continue the match playing 
against the other two? 

There is nothing in th e rule s which 
specifica ll y s t a te s th at becau se one 
partner of a doubl es te a m is injur ed th a t 
th e match will be s topped or forfeited . 
Therefore , it is a llow able for one partn e r 
to contin ue playing against the other team 
as lon g as th e injured pa rtner rem ains on 
the co urt and is able to assume hi norm a l 
stance in th e se rvice zo ne , and is a ble 
to ta ke his norm al turn in se rving. Whil e 
the ball is in play he may take up any 
po sition he wis he s a s long as he doe s not 
hinder one of his oppon ent s. 
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The IO second rule , - doe s it apply just 
to the se rver , or must the se rver wait 10 
seconds if the receiver wishes to take that 
much time to prepare himself? 

" D eliberat e dela y excee din g 10 sec ­
ond s by server or rec eiver hall resu lt in 
an our or p oint against th e offe nd er. · · 
(R ule 4. !2(a)). 

Both the server a nd receiv e r have 10 
second s to ge t ' ·ready " before th e ball 
is put in play. However , not e th a t that 
is one IO second span , not IO se cond s 
co nsec utively (20 sec ond s). 

Must I wear the thong around my wrist? 
Can I wrap the thong between my palm 
and the racquet handle ? What is the pen­
alty for an insecurely wrapped thong? 

" Th e ra cqu e t 11111s t incl ud e -a th ong 
that 11111s t be sec ur ely wrapped 0 11 th e 
pla yer' s wris t ." (Rul e 2.4(c)) . 

Thi s is a rule which was made to bring 
sa fety into the game. Therefore , the 
word s •·s ecurely wrapped '' s hould be 
e mph as ized. " On the pl ayer· wri s t. , 
should be interpreted to be j ust th at , not 
o n the pal m or a nyt hing else . The rule s 
do no t s pecific a lly ca ll fo r a pen alty for 
violatio n of th e above, b ut if o ne playe r 
was illega lly ho ldin g the racqu e t and w as 
ca ught , th at pa rticul a r ra lly would mos t 

" . .. Durin g a game the referee ma y , 
at his disc retion , or at the request of both 
pla y ers or ream s, se lect ano th er ball . .. '' 
(Rul e 2.3). 

Ye s, a player may as k for the referee 
to inspect a ball. The referee will then 
exerci se his judgment as to whether or 
not that ball will remain in play . If both 
player s agr ee to another ba ll, the ba ll w ill 
then be changed. 

If a particular match is in between the 
second and third ga mes and one player 
(o r te am ) has not arrived on the court 
within the 10 minute allowable time span , 
what s hould the referee do? Is the match 
automatically forfeited ? 

In s uch a s itu ation if an opponen t ha 
not ye t a rri ved for the th ird game and 
the 10 minut e is up , the mat c h is not 
autom atic a lly forfeited . The referee has 
th e power to forfeit th e ma tc h if the delay 
is deliberate . It has been the policy of 
the I .R .A . th a t ref e ree s in thi s s itu a tion 
send down a w a rnin g to th e offendin g 
pla ye rs. Af ter thi s tim e the refe re e sha ll 
ca ll: "p lay ball. " and th e third game sha ll 
begin . If it is th e serve r(s) who is not 
on the co urt , he ha ll be a llowed JO ec ­
onds a fte r whic h the referee sha ll call ide 
o ut and th e o th er play e r/ team sha ll go 
in to se rve . O f cour se , e ach unreturn ed 
serve wi ll result in a point. 

RACQUETBALL SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE 

Please in c lude a Ra cquetball lab el to 

insure promp t service wheneve r you 

write abou t your sub sc ription . 

MAIL TO: I.A A . 4101 Demp ster 

Street. Sko kie, Il lino is 60076 

TO SUBSCRIBE mail thi s fo rm , 

wi th yo ur payment. check on e O new 

sub sc rip ti on. 0 renew my sub sc rip ­

tion . 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 

Uni ted States , Can ada and U. S. Pos­

sess ion s, 1 yr . S3.00 : 3 Yr s. S7 .00 : Lif e 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
attach la bel here 

If you ' re movin g , please let us know five weeks before 
changing your addre ss , Placo m agazine add ress label 
h ere, print your n ew address below . If you have a qu es­
tion about your subs c ription, pla ce your magazin e ad ­
dr es s label here an d clip th is form to your le tter . 

namo 

oddress 

membersh ip $100 .00. city zip co de 

L---------- -- -- ---------- --- --- ------~ 
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Out-Of-Staters Strike It Rich; 
Sweep First Oregon Open 

The gold rush wa s on in Portland , 
Oregon, during then First Oregon Open , 
and the modern day 49'ers came from 
Vancouver , B.C. , Washington State and 
N ewport Beach , California , to mine a 
ric h harvest and disappear. The top spots 
in a ll four cla ss ifications were captured 
by out-of-state co mpetition , with Bill 
Fearing of the Balboa Bay C lub taking 
the open single s trophy back to his New­
port Beach club. 

Fearing defeated local favori te and co­
host Multnom ah Ath let ic Club champ­
ion , Will Sander s in a three-game finale, 
2 1-9, 17-21, 2 1-15. Their match wa s with ­
out a doubt th e most exciti ng ma tch local 
people have had the opportu nity to enjo y 
s ince racquetb a ll beg a n it s popularity 
here a coup le of year s ago. Game one 
belonged to F earin g almo st from the star t 
as he dis playe d a varie ty of shot s unfamil­
iar to many in th e ga llery and , it a ppe ared , 
Sander s. Fearing held his dominance in 
to the seco nd game and at one point led 
by 11 points a t 15-4 . Then Sande rs hit 
his strid e, ca ught Fea rin g in two good 
inning s, a nd soo n thereafter took a break 
to a standin g ovation after his 2 1-17 win. 

Fe aring , in th e third game, took a good 
lead aga in. Sander ga ined some momen ­
tum mid-way through the final game but 
co uldn ' t su s ta in it aga in s t Fe a ring 's 
rega ined control. 

Winn er of the con solation round in the 
ope n singles bracket was Pete Lubi sich 
of co- ho s t c lu b , J e wi s h Communi ty 
Ce nter . Lubi sich fell vic tim to winner Bill 
Fe a rin g h i s opening m a t c h a nd 
dominat e d the co nso lation bracket win­
nin g eas ily in the finals ove r M .A.C.'s 
Phil Brown . 

T his to urn a ment was the first s taged 
of its kind in Oregon . To urn ament chair­
ma n, San dy Wein stein , utili zed faci lities 
of th e Mult nom ah At hletic C lub and J ew­
ish Co mmunity Ce nte r , a tota l of seve n 
co urt s , to stage th e four -day eve nt Fe b­
ru a ry 8 to 11. In c lud e d amo ng th e 90 
en tra nt s were 25 from out side Orego n . 
com ing from Vancouver, B.C., Ca nada , 
Aberd ee n , Be llingham, Se lah , Ya kima, 
Sea ttl e a nd O lympia in Was hin gto n , 
Boise , Id a ho, a nd N e wport Beac h , 
Ca lifornia . 

Winn ers in a ll divi sion s wer e: 
OPEN: Isl , Bill Feari ng, Balboa Bay 

C lub, Newport Beac h, Ca liforni a; 2nd ; 
Will Sa nd ers, Multn oma h A thletic C lub, 
Port land Or ego n; co nsola tion, Pere L11-
bis ich J ew ish Co mmunit y Ce nt er, Port -
la nd , Orego n. , 

CL ASS B: 1st , Bill Condra tow. Van­
co uv er , B.C.; 2nd , Ca rl Gob el, J .C.C. , 
Portl and ; co nso lation, K erry G ilberr, 
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M.A.C . , Port land. 
CLASS C: 1st, Dav e Co dy, Olympi a, 

Wa shington ; 2nd, Gar y Ettinger , J .C .C ., 
Portl and ; co nso lation, Ralph Mill er, 
J. C.C., Portland . 

MASTERS: 1st , D ewey Hu ston, Bel­
lingh am, Was h.; 2nd L ee Pul os, Vancou­
ver , B.C .; co n olation , Ed Lohr , J .C.C. , 
Portl and. 

Terrifi c Tevi Smith from Vancouver , 
B.C . grac iously handled some very tou gh 
refereeing jo bs muc h to the delight of the 
local committ ee , including the dif ficult 
and hard fought finals between Fear ing 
and Sander s. Smit h will be long remem ­
ber ed a nd thanked for his har d work. 

Oregon' s goa l . . . mine a littl e hard er 
a nd loc k th at go ld up at home ne xt yea r. 

(A bove) Bill Feari ng (I.) fo llows 
thr ough an ov erhand sitar in the 
ope n s ing les f inal againsr Will Sand ­
ers . F ea ring, from Newport Beach , 
Ca lifornia won the m arch. 

(B elow) Sand y Weins tein (211d from 
lef r), rhe ro11r11ame11r chairman and 
I.R A . Distri cr Co mmi ss ioner pr e­
se nt s th e aw ard s to Fear ing (/.) and 
Sand ers . whil e Spe ncer S now look s 
011. 
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Cataraqui 
The Cataraqui H andb all and Athletic 

Cl ub had a very ucce sful tournament 
February 9-11. The turnout wa poor 
from our member becau e of the little 
time they had to learn the game . The 
longest member hip i ix month , and 
the club ha onl y been open ix months. 
We had 12 player from Toronto , three 
from Montre al . and three from our club 
in the tourn ament. 

Montre al' I van Ve lan (fr 3 player in 
Canada) took fir st pl ace in the ingle s 
with only one clo e match . The scores 
were2I-19, 16-21, 21-18 in the semi -final 
again t I8 -yr .-old Manue l Gregorio , an 
outstanding player . Velan then pl ay ed 
Joe Ca rderelli in the fin al and won 21-7 
and2I-I I. 

The doubles wa a very exciting game. 
The semi-final were played by Joe Car­
derelli and John Kondur of Toronto and 
Iv a n Yelan a nd John Spencer of 
Montreal. There wa a good 2½ hour 
of pl ayi ng, with John Kondur and John 
Spencer doing most of the work . 

I n the final s it wa Velan -Spencer vs. 
Gregorio-Henderson with Hender son 
and Gregorio taking it in three. It wa a 
very exciting matc h . The score were -
2 1-17, 15-21, 21- 18. 

Guy Leeder and H arvey V aliquette 
te amed for double · and lo t the first 
round, then they went on to win the con­
solatio n trophy . 

We had the banquet on Saturday night 
at approxim atel y 8 p .m. (cold plate). 
Then at 10 p.m. began playing and played 
until I: 15 a.m . We began playing agai n 
early Sunday morning and continued 
until Sunda y afternoon. 

CHUCK LEPITRE 

RACQUETBA L L 



Bud Leach: Dynamic Man Leads Dynamic Company 
Racquetball has undergone almost rev­

olutionary changes over the past few 
years, with today's game almost indistin­
guishable from the game played in 1968 
when the International Racquetball As­
sociation was incorporated. And , un­
doubtedly, one of the pioneers in the rev­
olution of racquetball, and more specifi­
cally , racquetball racquets, has been Bud 
Leach, pre s ident of Leach Industries. 

That Leach should excell in racquet 
manufacturing is certainly no accident. 
For openers , Bud Leach himself is an ac­
tive athlete, well versed in the ways of 
"jocks" and knowledgeable about sport 
in general. He is five time National Water 
Skiing Champion , has played profe ss ion­
al hockey, and has held titles in table ten ­
nis, rowing , kite flying and scuba diving. 

But that alone would not make the 
Leach racquet s good , or guarantee that 
they would sell. Leach first became in­
volved in racquetball in I 970, when he 
tried to develop an injection molded ten ­
nis racquet. Hi s early success with thi s 
product ha s led to the development of the 
Leach racquetball racquets that have tak­
en off in popularity in our sport today. 

In les s than two years , s ince the 1971 
International s, Bud Leach has moved 
from a virtual unknown in the racquetball 
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community to become the largest manu­
facturer of racquetball racquets today. 

Another reason for the Leach success 
has been his keen foresight in using play­
er ' s expertise to aid in the development 
of top line racquets. He has worked 
closely with international Champion 
Charlie Brumfield , and another top play­
er, Charlie Drake, to develop these rac­
quets. 

Leach Industries does not specialize in 
racquetball racquet s. In fact, the racquet­
ball products division of Leach is only a 
small portion of the total output of that 
San Diego , California company. Leach 
has long been involved in the production 
of water ski equipment , including a com­
posite tapered water ski . He has also de ­
veloped the carbon graphite golf shaft, 
currently being used by over 40 touring 
professional golfers. Other sporting 
goods ventures take Leach into the 
worlds ofarchery , hockey and squ as h. 

But probably the single most important 
step taken by Bud Leach since his rise to 
prominence in racquetball ha s been to en­
able players to attend all major tourna­
ment s. Bud Leach ha s footed the bill for 
such top s tarts as Brumfield, Ron Ruben­
stein, Mike Zeilman, Steve Keeley, 
Craig Finger, Drake and J an Campbell. 
These player s have made it to tourna-

ments, from the top LR.A. Invitationals 
to various local opens, often due to the 
generosity of Bud Leach and Leach In­
dustries. And in a sport where there is 
no prize money, where rules state that no 
award can be worth more than $25.00, 
and where all the players are amateurs, it 
is truly a godsend to have somebody 
around to spur the competition by allow­
ing players to make it to tournaments. 

Bud Leach is 47-years-old. He and his 
lovely wife live in the Point Loma sec­
tion of San Die~o , and keep a vigorously 
ac tive life that includes kite flying, skiing 
(both snow and water), and of course , 
racquetball. 

Leach's business interests take him to 
such distant places as Australia, Hong 
Kong and Japan as he seeks out every 
possible market. Bud Leach believes, as 
do many ofus, that racquetball is current­
ly in its fetal stage, and that at some point 
in its rainbow colored future , will rival 
tenni s and golf in general popularity. 

Bud Leach and Leach Industries are 
doers . Their business is lined with ag­
gressive and creative characteristics. Be­
ing tops is not good enough. It is being 
tops and staying there that intrigues the 
Leach family, and you can be sure they ' ll 
stay there. 

~ 
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Brumfield Survives Cowboy Open Test 

Th e 2nd A nnu al Cow boy Open went 
off as a huge succes . The re we re I 13 
entrie s competin g in f ive singles and two 
double s c lasses and · till man aging to fin ­
i h in tim e on Sund ay to wa tch th e Super 
Bow l. 

A num ber o f top pl aye rs new i n fo r 
th e to urn ament and th eir pr e. encc add ed 
g rea tl y to th e calib er o f pl ay. C harli e 
Brumfi eld . I RA ·s de fendin g c hampi o n 
fr o m San Di ego: Ste ve Sero !. runn er- up 
in I he rece nt I RA N ati onal In v ita ti onal 
fr o m St. L oui . : and Bill T hurm an and 
Bill Dunn . highl y ran ke d Ca lif o rni a 
pl ay er " fr om C habot Co ll ege bo lstered 
th e men·s di v i ·ions. Eq mdly as im pres­
,;i ve o n th e wo men· , ide were Jan Pa ·­
t e rn a k . IRA "c; t wo -t i m e d efe n d in g 
c hampi o n fro m H o usto n : Jan Ca mpb ell. 
third pl ace I RA w inn er fr o m San Di ego: 
hom etow n favo r ite Lyn M c Ki e. -Ith in 
la~t yea r · Int ern a ti o nals: and hi ghl y 
r ega rd ed C hri Ac k e rman fro m St . 
Lo ui-, . a qu art er-fin ali st in th e past I RA 
c hampi on~hip s. 

A, expec t ed . B r umfi e ld wa lt z ed 
throu gh th e A ·ingle beatin g Sero t in 
th e fin a l, 2 1- 10. 2 1-5. It appeared that 
C harli e wa co nt ent to give hi ·· 1our o f 
th e co urt .. the fir st game o f eve ry matc h 
and th en go t dow n to bu~ine s in th e sec­
o nd . Bill Dunn 's eve n poi nt in hi · :,emi­
f inal m c1tc h w a· th e to p seco nd ga m e 
effort agai n t C har li e. 

M ea nw hil e Serot wa s no t havi ng an 
easy t i m e of i t in th e lowe r bracke t . 
Luth er Be rn tein . D all as. b:t ltl ed him 
t o ug h i n th e qu art er, 2I- IR. 2 1- 17 and 
th en Th urm an made th ing, c lo e in th e 
-;emi s 2 1- 12. 2 1-20. T hurm an took third 
pl ace ove r Dunn a :, the nu bug fo rced 
Dunn 10 fo r fei t. To urn ament Dir ec to r . 
To m Mc Ki e came back fr om a di sap­
poi ntin g openin g loss to To m Farri o f 
Dall a~ to ca ptu re th e co nso lati o n titl e 
over W all ace H ard y of Law to n 2 I -I5. 21-
17. 

T he A do ub les fin a l fo und a ll fo ur 
ing le, semi -fi nali :,ts back in acti on and 

was the mo st exc itin g matc h of th e tour ­
nam ent . Se rot and Brumfi e ld tea med 
togeth er in wh at looke d like an unb eat ­
ab le com bi nation . but th e C habot Co ll ege 
pa i r o f Dunn -T hu r m an d idn·1 rl ay a:, 
-,uch. A ft er ,;plillin g th e li r~t two game~ 
17-2 1. :21-20. Dunn -T hurm an roare d to 
a l~-3 in the dec i:-ivc game. H erc C har li e 
hegan co nt ro ll ing t he game and ,oo n i t 
wa:, I ~-15 and Serot-B rum fie ld we nt on 
towi n :! I-19 .Th e pick -up l eam of 1cK ie­
Ber~tein w hip ped Farri ~-W alt er Ki ng of 
D alla s 21- I -l. 21- 11 to tak e th ird place 
hon o r,;. 
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With onl y live entr ie in the wo men· s 
ingles and th e ra re oppo rtunit y fo r so 

m an y hi g hl y ra nked pl aye r to ge t 
toge th er a roun d robin was held so th at 
th ey co uld play eac h ot her. Jan Pastern ak 
and Jan Ca mpbell emerged unb eaten to 
th e fin al matc h bet wee n eac h o th er a 
th ey both out -c la sed th e fie ld . In a tough 
two-ga me match . Jan Pa ternak wo n th e 
titl e 2 1- 19. 2 1- 16. C hr is Ac kerm an too k 
th i rd place. Bo th Jan· al o enter ed th e 
men·s B singles and gave th e fel lows_fit s 
befo re gellin g beat in th e eco nd round . 

Mas ters ingles was wo n by A llen Ru s-
e ll. Still wa ter. w ho def eated V . L. Law ­

lc'n . Okl ahoma C it y 2 1-8. 18-2 1. 2 1-2 in 
th e fin al!.. Ed Gr ul a. St i ll wate r. fin ished 
thir d bea tin g Jerry Croc kett. St ill wa ter. 
2 1- 9. 2 1-6 . Co nso la ti o n wa s wo n by 
L o rn e D ex t er ove r J o hn R ut he rr ord , 
bo th T uh 1. 2 1-5. 2 1-17. 

In a ve ry to ugh B bracke t. Jim Benien . 
St i ll w at er . fi ni shed atop be st i ng L arr y 
C urt s. Stillw ater. in th e fin al 2 1- 10. 2 1-
16 . Beni en won tw o 2 1-20 th i rd games 
10 get to the fin al . Don G rove . D alla s. 
caplll red thi rd ove r Bob O ld ham. St i ll wa-
1 e r . 13- 21 . 2 1-9. 2 1- 18. Co n sola t io n 
wi nn er wa D o ug A ic he le ove r J o h n 
Jobe . bo th St i l lwa ter. l ➔ -2I . 2 1- 12. 2 1-17. 

O ldham ca me bac k to team w it h Ri ck 
Botc helet. St ill wa ter 10 nab th e B doubles 
c ro w n 2 1- 16 . 2 1- 12 over Groves and V i r-

gi l T hurm an of D all as. Mike Ca rr- Ron 
Reed. St i ll water. defeated Ru ssell-P ete 
Bl oc k of St i ll wa ter 21-5. 21-4 for th ird. 

In a novice singles tourn ament geare d 
to enco urag ing th e inex peri enced playe r 
to get int o tou rn ament act ion . J oe Pul ­
lam. L ittle Rock . Arka nsas. copped hon­
or s over Brad W alk er of D all as 2 1-5 . 2 1-
11. Tim T ripp beat John Barne tt. bo th 
St i ll wa ter. fo r third . and T o ny H ob bs 
topp ed Ge ne Maso n. bot h St i ll wate r . 

fo r co nso lati o n ho no rs. 
Play was held on th e twe lve co urt s at 

O kl ahoma 1a1e· Co lvi n Physica l Edu­
ca ti on Ce nter and <;pec ial thank go to 
th e staff th ere fo r th eir hours o f help. 
As s ista nt Int ra mu ra l Dir ecto r . K en t 
Bunk er agai n served as noor manager and 
a long w ith R ick L ee. exec ut ed th at 
i m por tant d uty adm irab ly. Nea rl y all 
matchc we nt o ff \vhen chedul ed w hic h 
wa s a t remendous tr ib ute to 1he1r wo rk. 

W e we r e di sap poi nt ed th a t loca l 
favo rit e. l'vl y ron Roder ic k , sustai ned an 
in capac it at ing mu c le pull durin g t he 
week befo re th e tourn ey and wa unab le 
10 co mpete. but he ·II be back at it oon. 

wc·rc a l ready th i nk in g abo ut nex t 
yea r ·s Co wbo y Ope n - ame weeke nd . 
mark it on yo ur ca lenda r to sta rt off t he 
new year . 

T H OMAS D . Mc KI E 
To urn ament D i rector 

LR.A. Tournament Schedule 
MAR C H , 1973 

2-3-4 

3------- 10 
9- 10- 11 
I 0- 1 I 
16-17- 18 

23-24-25 

IR A Ce nt ral Di v i ional, Mil waukee H B R C , Bo b K eenan 
I RA Ea te rn Di v isio nal , Penn S t. U ni v. , Swee ney 
I RA W e ter n Di v isio nal , C habo t Co ll ege , H aywa rd, CA , Bill Du nn 
I RA South wes tern D iv isio nal, T ut a Fa mil y Y M CA, 

Ga ry M er ry man 
(HAND BAL L NAT I O N A L S) 
W i co nsin State Sin gle , W oo dson Y , W au au, ph ysica l d ir ec tor 
JWB Midwe t Regio nal. C inc inn at i JCC, Rod Mc K inley 
I RA Southern Di vi iona l, C lear wa ter . FL Y M CA , To m St idham 
Kin g Co urt In vi tati ona l , Minn eapo li , W end ell Ouum 
C hic ago Op en, U. of Ill. C hic ago C ir c le, Jim DiVito 
Ea tern Ca nad ian Di v isional , NW -Y M C A , Montr eal , Iv an Ve lan 

APRIL , 197 3 

3----- ---8 I RA I nt crn ati o nal C hampi o nship s. St. L oui s JCC A , Bruc e H endin 
13- 14- 15 N ew Yo rk Sta te O pen Dou bles, D ow nt ow n Y M C A . Buff alo . 

18-20 
26-29 

MAY , 1973 

3-6 
4-5-6 
26-27 -28 

C huc k Wur zer 
I RA lnt ercoll egiates. U . of Illinoi s, Don W ebb 
Wi scon in Sin gle (c losed) Mi lwauke e H B RC , K eenan 

Wi scon sin D oubl es (clo ed) Mil wa uk ee H BR C , K eenan 
Pater on O pen. Pater on. N J Y M CA. F red Rizzo 
N orfo lk . ln v it at ional. Norfo lk . VA JCC. Bob Tay lo r 
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Racquetball: Part II 

The Brumfield Way 

BY CHARLES BRUMFIELD 

Return of Serve: 
Last issue we talked from the standpoint of the guy in 

the service box. Wh at if you ' re not so lucky to be serv ing? 
What 's your best bet to keep from losing too many points an d 
get the serve back so you can score some points of your own? 

To understand the concept of the se rve return , we'll have 
to.review some racquetball theory . At the mom ent you return 
the serve , you a re in the wor s t po ss ible s trategic position you 
can be in , during the cour se ofa ra lly . Unless your opponent 
ha s dubbed the se rve completely , you wi ll be s triking your 
return from either the deep left or the deep right corner ; 
completely out of center court po s ition. If the se rver / 
opponent is doing his job, yo u are about to receive his be s t 
atte mpt to keep you out of the coveted center court and 
e lic it a weak return. IJ yo u do mis play yo ur se rve return , 
your opponent can either kill the ba ll immedi atel y or send 
you on a puni shing " tour" of th e facility with we ll place d 
pa ssing hot s . 

Racquetball is a game wher e you mu st cons tantly s truggle 
to rega in and retain the ce nt er co urt. And if you intend to 
win any games, yo u had bett e r tart immedi atel y with the 
return of serv ice . There are five po sib le erve returns . 
Ana lyze them a long with me so yo u can get ome ide a of 
what you should be trying to do with yo ur. return . From 
the n on it i a s impl e ye t tediou s matt e r .of learning to execute. 
But , like I say , it doe sn ' t he lp yo u too much if you know 
HOW to hit if you don ' t know what to hit , so try to ge t 

->~ ➔➔ 
KILL RETURN 
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interested in the theory of the thing. 

Kill Shot: 
The kill shot is the flashiest and mo st demoralizing of 

the game 's po ssi ble serve return s. Everyone loves to hit 
tho se fla t out roll ers that trickle out of the crotch to the 
adulation s of the gallery. The kill shot is to racquetball , what 
the gra nd s lam homer is to baseball and the 80-yard touch­
down is to footba ll. But to try to kill the ball on serve return 
is dumb . Let me repeat that - DUMB , DUMB , DUMB!!! 

All the co ld and ca lcul ating ce nter cou rt theory is working 
agai nst yo u. If you hit the ball in the dirt , you have in essence 
awarded your oppon ent a free point that he didn't have to 
swe at one drop to earn. If you leave the ball up you might 
ju st as well walk over a couple of fee t and get ready to 
return erve again becau se any player with any kind of experi­
ence will make you eat tha t ball . So why try it? How many 
ba lls a re you going to hit for abso lut e winners off your 
oppo ne nt 's best sho t , his se rve? I can't hit very many 
perce ntage -wise a nd if you can. se nd me your name and 
I' ll be t on you in the next Internation a l tournament. 

To my wa y o f thinking, the on ly rea on EVER to shoot 
the se rve return i to kee p your opponent off-ba lance. You 
want to prevent him from backi ng out so far that he can 
e ffortl ess ly cover whatever shot yo u th row at him. For that 
reason , I will go for a winner eve ry e ight shot o r so , just 
to keep him honest. If I kill the ball , great, if not at lea st 
I 've go t him worrying. But don't get me wrong . This isn ' t 
a mech anic a l type de a l whe re every eight h shot my opponent 
can print for the fron t court because he knO\'fS I ·m goi ng 
to hoo t the ba ll. Of co ur e I mix up my pa ttern . Sometimes 
I eve n s hoo t two or three ba lls in a row. The only thin g 
I tr y to avoi d is fightin g the per ce nta ges and bea ting myse lf 
with co tly me nta l e 1Tors. The execution of the kill shot 
depend on the hot a ttempted and wil l be tak en up in a 
later art ic le. For now ju I remember lo u · e it paringl y. 

Drive Sho t: 
T hi is a med ium fla t shot yo u want to hit about four 

fee t up on the front wa ll. truck wit h enough force lo ge nerate 
the peed nece ary to pa your opponen t on eit her ide. 
T here a rc two va ria tion to the drive s ho t re turn of serve. 

Fir l , down the line . impl e geome try will tell you that 
a n up and dow n the line drive will pas yo ur oppone nt in 
the shon e t di ta ncc and therefore in the shone t time. Th e 
prob lem wi th thi varia tio n i d if1icul ty of exec ution. If the 
dow n the line drive catc hc,; the idc wa ll a t any poin t prior 
to when it pa c · the oppo nen t it probably , ill pop out for 
a n ca y c t up . lso. the dow n the line dri ve. no t being 
de s igned to hit the idc , a ll. will ofte n rebound o ff the back 
wa ll for a ·e t up . The adva ntage o f the down the line drive 
i that if it remain, clo,r.: 10 the · ide , all. it i~ dif1icult for 
yo ur oppo nent to hit . quarcl _ . bo . if two righ t hand~· I 
players arc compet ing aga in~t ea h ot her. a dow n the line 
dri ve will go to yo ur oppo nent ·s back ha nd. which i normall y 
wi.:akcr . 

T he si.:cond va ria tion on the drive se rve i~ the c ro s · co urt 
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DOWN-THE-LINE 
DRIVE 

drive and is de igned to bisect the angle of the cour t, hitting 
the exact middle of the front wall and pass ing your opponent 
on his forehand side, if you are both right handed . The da nger 
with thi s shot is that it is directed at your opponent's fore­
hand, and if it is not hit properly , it gives him opportunity to 
"cut the ball ofr ' in front court and shoot it into the right front 
corner quickly before you can get up to cover. 

The advantage of the cross court is tha t it can be hit with 
much less accuracy than the down the line and still be 
effec tive. 
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CROSS COURT 
DRIVE 

Lob: 
This is a shot designed to float softly over your opponent's 

head and force him to vacate center coun while retreating 
to the back court to return the ba ll. The lob may be hit 
either up and down the line or cros s co urt. However , this 
shot is much more effective in pad dleba ll th an racquetball, 
where the livelier ball almost always flies off the back wall 
for a set up . You only want to try such a s hot when there 's 
little e lse you can do to get the ball to the back court , because 
it will force your opponent to hit his ne xt shot from deep 
court and give you time to recove r to a center court covering 
position . 

Ceil ing Ball: 
The ceiling ball is the sa fest shot in rac quetball. It has 

done more to tra nsfor m the game into one of patience and 
poi e than any other shot. The ball when properly struck 
with a free flowing arm a nd shoulder movement. will contact 
the ceiling first between one and five feet from the front wall. 
If str uck with sufficient force , the ball will then come off 
the front wall , strike th e floor and carry deep into back coun, 
often ju st reac hing the back wall. Thi s hot is al mo st impossi­
ble to cut off effective ly , forcing your opponent to return 
the ball from deep back co urt taking th e ball shoulder high 
with no real offensive s hot. 

The ce iling ball may be hit either cross court or down 
the line. The down the line ceiling ball i u ually the most 
effective . You shou ld prac tice the shot until you can mak e 
the ball " hug " the ide wall as it travel toward back court. 
If the ball stay s close to the side wall it will make it very 
difficult for your opponent to control his return. However, 
if th e hot touche s the ide wall it may pop out toward the 
center court for a forehand se t up. 

The cros court cei ling ball is a afer shot and easier to 
execute. You should strike the cros court ceiling ball so 
that it hit the ceiling very close to the front wall and at 
about the ce nter of the cou rt. The co n eq uen t rebound angle 
will carry the ball into the back corner of th e co urt. The 
common erro r when hiltin g the cros court ceiling ball is 
to hit the ceiling too far tow ar d the oppo ite ide wal l. The 
angle will then be too ex treme and the ceiling ball will not 
carry very de ep before it strike s the oppo ite ide wall and 
et up . 

A ll ce iling ba lls hit from the back co urt hould be ai med 
so as to hit th e ceiling first. How ever, th ere are cer ta in rare 
circ um tances when you ' ll wa nt to go the ce iling from front 
court. Anytime you are in th e front port ion of the court, 
you hould aim to hit the front wall firs t and then the cei ling, 
adju ting the angle to have the ball float down into back 
court. 

Around the WaJI Ball: 
Thi hot is a lso int ended to move your opponent out 

of center court pos ition and keep him at bay deep in back 
court. It add s a new di men ion if your opponent is to illicit 
an e ffective re turn . Th at is , ·'a ngle '· i the spec ial promi se 
of the aro und-the -wa ll bal l. If prop er ly hit i! move s in crazy 
a ngle aro und the court and finally die at th e back wall. 
Although , there are two va riat ion in the aro und-th e-wal l 
ball, I will only discuss one in thi art icle, the other being 
prim arily a doub les s hot a nd generally ineffective in singles 
play. 

The aro und-the-w all ball known as theZ-ba// is an effective 
defensive shot in ingle play if executed in th e proper manner 
and at the proper time . It is desig ned to strik e the front 
wall first , high in the corner , with sufficient angle and force 
to then s trike the side wall and tr ave l diagona lly cross court, 
without hitting the floor, a nd finally rebounding off th e 
opposite side wal l and moving parallel to the back wall. As 
you learn to con tro l thi s shot , it is pos sible to place the 
ba ll within two or three feet of the back wa ll moving parallel 
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CEILING BALL RETURN FLOOR 

to i t. Thi prove to be a mo t difficult ball to return and 
i mo t effective a a serv e return to mov e yo ur oppo nent 
ou t of center co urt . But thi s ame return i undoubtedly 
the mo I difficult to master. 

Beca u e, the ho t i so hard to exec ute. it i e senti al 
that it on ly be attempted when the right ba ll pre cnt s it elf. 
If yo u att empt th e --z" erve return off of a low drive ervc , 
or a ball movin g right along the wall . yo u are mor e apt to 
botc h the hot th an if yo u try the more co nventional drive , 
lob . or cei lin g re turn . o w ith the '•Z" return , more than 
any other , it i necessa ry to let the type of erve di ctate 
the type of return. It i mo st effective if u cd on a Garfi nk el 
or erve that end up a little hon at th ree quarter co urt. 

Summary : 
In the la t two art ic les I have talked a grea t deal abo ut 

the all imp orta nt center cou rt po iti on and the imp ortan ce 
of re mainin g alen when pullin g th e ball in play . I have al o 
put forth in ome detail the prop er grip for hilling bo th the 
foreh and and backhand . The implementation of the e ba ic 
fund amental in to you r game Lyle i cru cia l if you wa nt 
to impro ve your perfo rm ance on th e co urt. It never cea ·e 
to amaze me how many tourn ament player eve n in today· 
competitio n till give on ly token attent io n to uch ba ic princi­
ple of good play . M ake the cen ter co urt po it ion a familiar 
a your home and you r return to th i po it ion habitual. Prac ­
tic e your grip o n everything from a pencil to the steeri ng 
wheel of yo ur car . Fina ll y , TH INK abou t yo ur game , your 

tren gth and weaknes e and how to maxi mi ze the former 
and minimi ze the latt er. 

In di cu ing th e erve I hope I 'vc emp ha-;izcd trongly 
enou gh th e need to make thi your be. t . hot - it· by far 
the mo t important. Take adva ntage of yo ur opponent. it · 
yo ur chance to do o. Let me mention furthe r, the need 
to give yo ur opponent a var iet y of crvcs early in the game 
help you identif y hi weak area and reformulate nn already 
c tab li shcd game pl an. 

Fin all y, when returning the serve remember yo u arc on 
the def en ivc and yo ur oppone nt ha. eve ry advan tage. arc ­
less erro rs at thi point in the game arc co t ly and hard 
to recov er . A well thought out serv e re turn which allow s 
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you to recover the center court position is many time s more 
valuable than a flashy quick "'kill ", which you leave up for 
a soft plum. Vary your returns as you would the serve. this 
help s identify weak areas in your opponents game and makes 
you a lot Jes predictable and. therefore , harder to control. 

In the next article, attentio n will be given to problems 
of game strategy and the implementation of fund ame ntal 
sho ts. Future ar ticle s will discuss defensive play. volley con­
trol , pacing for tournaments and my game str ategy against 
such player s as Steve Keeley, Ron Rub en stein , Bill 
Schmidke and the '·Dr." 

I 
I 

I I 

/ 

I 
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No Surprises In Illinois State Tourneys 
The Ill inois Racquetball As sociation 

held its annual state singles and state dou ­
b les tournamen ts in a four week span 
Janua ry and February and the resu l ts will 
surprise no one . Ron Ruben st ein , 
defend ing tale title ho lder and number 
two ranked p layer I nterna t ionally cap­
tured the A single crown and also the 
open doubles championship with 
C hicago ' s A l Levine. 

The doub les tourney was held January 
19-21 at the Evanston Y.M .C.A., site of 
the first state tournament ever, back in 
1971. There were bracket s of play in open 
and masters with 38 team s entering . 

Ruben te in vacated the number one 
seed pos ition in doubles when he changed 
part ners, picking up Levine when co­
I972 champ J erry Padu la declined to 
enter. Thus the next in-tact team, Fred 
Blaess and Tim Plum, the 1971 lllinoi 
champ , were awa rded the fir t eed. 
Blaess- Plum however , did not make the 
final s, losing to a young Univer ity of 
I llinois team of John Travaglio and Bill 
Wi ll iamson in the semi-fi nals 21-7 , 2 1- 17. 

In the lower bracket Ruben tein and 
Le v ine almo t lo t their emi match to 
ano t her young team, Bill Barnes and 
Steve Nycum from L ake Forest College . . 
In that one the fir t two games w ere split 
21- 13, I2-2 I , andtheLakeFore ter held 
a 20- I 5 lead in the third game. But Rub y 
took contro l , man aged 10 get the erve 
and he and Levine tally ix con ecutive 
point for the victory. 

The crowded gallery on Sunday hoped 
for ano ther exci t ing match , but it wa not 
to be. Ruben tein-Lev ine ju t over ­
whelmed Tr avag lio-William on 21-2 , 
2 1-9 for the state title . Sunday' be t 
match wa s the third place play-off, i.e ., 
lo er is in Ruben ste in ' bracke t next 
year, and it wa taken by Plum-Blaes 
I -2 1, 21-5 ,2 1-14. 

Over in th e Ma ter bracket an unu sual 
draw m ade tr a nge thin g h appen . 
Defending champ Jim DiVito entered 
with a different partner thi s year , Ray 
Ru sc itti , c hanging from W all y Rivera . 
The mo ve co t him his top seed and the 
tourn ament committee moved that team 
10 fourth . Thu la t year' runner -up , 
Howie H ooge teger and Nick W asy lik , 
L ake Fo rest, received the top po t , with 
downstater Ph i l D ziuk a nd Frank 
Hind , econd and another L ake Forest 
duo A l Hanke and Bob Troyer thi rd. 

l-loogie -W a ylik were up et in the fir t 
round, lo ing to Buddy Pere lman and 
Jerry Fraze s 2 1- 15, 2 1- 13, bu t the ot her 
three team reached the semi' s. There 
DiVito - Ru cit ti topped Perelman-Fraze 
2 1- 15 in game one and game two wa s 
awa rded on a forfeit when Fraze pul led 
a ca l f mu sc le and co u ldn't con t inue . 
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Hanke-Troyer bested Dziuk - Hi nds 21-9, 
2 1-20 for their crack at the title. 

The fi n als was great action. T he 
experience and court savvy of Di Vito on 
the left was a tre at to see ba11ling the 
lefty-righty duo from Lake Forest. In a 
well-played match i t was Hanke -Troyer 
on top 21-20 , 21- 14. 

Third place went to Dziuk-Hinds on 
default , wh il e conso lation titles were 
taken by Don Webb - Ro n Johnson , 
Champaign in the open and by Bob Ward 
and Don Schmidt in the master s. 

The state singles, played Februa ry 23-
25 at the Northwest Suburban Y .M.C .A . 
attracted 110 entries in four classes of 
play: A , B, masters and women' . Need ­
less to ay the B bracket drew the most , 
54 entries, with the other three carrying 
abo ut equal load s. 

Rubenstein· s victory, a l though 
expected wa not accomp l ished wi th the 
usua l total domina nce he has shown in 
pa t tale tourneys. The pugnaciou s 
Plum , who was runner-up , showe d great 
spunk a nd aggressive racquetball to 
nearly force the fin als to three games. 

Game one went to Rub y 2 1-5, in 
demoralizing fashion, as Plum hone stly 
played very well. But Ruby's hot s were 
hot and Tim , for all hi s diving and effort 
ju st never could get into the game. But 
game two w a a different tory . Whether 
Ron let up slightly , or Tim ju t played 
better is a mat ter of conject ure . What we 
do know i that tremendou s retrieving on 
defen e and a trong pa sing game on 
offe n e led Plum to 8-4 , 14-7 and 16-10 
lead s. Final ly , t he Ruben tein comeback 
came, with the final score being 21-18. 
Plum had three erves at 18 and could 
not dent the coreboard on any of those 
chance . 

Only Ruben stei n made it to the fin als 
with ea e. He knocked off tourney direc­
tor Art Michae ly in the qu arter s 2 1-6, 
21-10 and then ea ed by Travaglio 2 1-3, 
21-7 . Plum , however , wa havi ng dif­
ficultie , goi ng three game before beat­
ing Shelly C lar , Northbrook , with the 
third game 21-19. Then he topped 
Nycum , an up ct winner over Bl aes in 
the qu arte r , in ano ther three gamer in 
the emi' . 

The B' were something to behold. ix 
rounds were demanded in three days 
time , and from pl ay er u ed to hitting 
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three or four t imes a week at the most. 
And as is often true with B players, none 
of the top seeds made it to the semi-finals 
wit h top-ra nked D an Li tt le and Tom 
Stich , the numbers one and two losing 
in the quarters. 

The finals? I t was a match between 
Rich Kraft , N . W. Suburban Y and Bur­
ton Rubenstein , Ron's younger brother. 
As you may have guessed by now, had 
Rubenstein won the B's it would have 
been thi story's lead. Not that he didn't 
give it an effort. But Kraft came out on 
top 21-19, 13-21, 21-16 . To reach the 
fina ls Kraft defeated Champaign's Larry 
Putterman , while Rubenstein was top ­
ping Hampton' s Tom Duke. All four 
pl ay ers will advance to the A bracket 
ne xt year, as per Illinoi s Racquetball 
Association rules. 

In the Ma sters it was Sam Carl, 
defending champ, retaining his title by 
defeating Dziuk 21-12, 21-18. Carl was 
hampered slig ht ly by a sore leg, but it 
didn't seem to affect his shots too much. 
Don Schmidt captured third place over 
Larry Kel l. 

The top four seeds made it to the semi­
fin als in the women· single s with the top 
two, Peggy Pruitt and Mary Slaughter, 
both from Champaign, adva ncing to the 
championship match . Peggy defeated 
Fran Deu ster in her semi-final, while 
M ary eliminated Shirley Lind in the bot­
tom br acket. 

Most observers expected a Pruitt vic ­
tory , imilar to her win over Slaughter 
in the recent Illini Open. But this wa 
Slaughter's day on the court and she did 
it well running up a convincing 21-5, 21-16 
triumph for the 1973 state women·s title. 
Third place wa won by Lind. 

A banquet wa s held af ter the days · 
action with about 50 per son attending. 
I t was highlighted by Blae s · toastm as­
tering and speeche s by LR.A . prez Bob 
Kendler and former Chicago Bear 
center and captain Mike Py le, him ·elf a 
prelly goo d racq uetb aller . Al o, a short 
film of the sec ond Haber-Muehleisen 
hands vs. racquet match w a shown and 
narrated by Chuck Leve. I. R.A. execu­
t ive ·ecretary. 

Our thank to many, many people for 
making 1973 · tournaments the be t ever 
in l llinoi · . Lee Duda. Dottie . Don Walls. 
Art. Fred, Chuck. and the re t of you 
guy and gal . - th ank a million. 
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You Still Can't Play the Game 
Without a Thesaurus 

T o ha, ·e a co mpl ete racquetball rep ertoire, one 11111s t be ab le to spe ak th e lan g uage, 
bur 111aybe 1101 fl11e11tly. Appendix I 

The pa!>t two issues of Racquetball pre-
ented an alph abetic al Ii ting of racqu et­

ball term , without which one might have 
difficulty commu nicating with hi fellow 
play er . What follow s are addition al 
word and phra se whic h I had either 
forgotten or have picked up at recent 
tourn ament s. Therefore term thi s " Ap­
pendi x I . .. Readers are urged to co ntinu e 
updatin g the li st by sendin g contribution s 
to th e I.R .A . Letter s section of thi s 
mag az ine . 

BODY SURF . Onl y a rookie body surf s 
unle ss the situ ation is crucial. The term 
originated on the we st coast and applie 
when a pl aye r dive s for an elusive ball. 
In the proce ss he slid es along th e hard ­
wood court floor , hi s per spir ation serv ing 
as a lubric ant to overcome th e friction 
between body and floor. Thi s tac ti c i 
definitely not recommended for mo st 
female player s. 

DUMP SHOT . Thi is a shot somewh at 
analagou s to the dink in tenni or the 
change-up in baseball . A shot t ake n from 
in front of the service l ine gener ally , th f­
dump is executed by oftly tappin g the 
ball (not fully strokin g it) into a corner 
for a rolloff. Dr. Bud Mu ehlei sen (" ' The 
Mule '") of San Diego originated thi s shot 
early in rac quetball hi story , and now 
many pla yer s imitate it. Thus the phr ase , 
"Th e 11111le tak es a d11111p in th e co rn er" 

al so aro se in the Southern Ca li fornia 
area. 

IN THE TANK. A per son who i in 
th e t a nk i s in a ha ple ss, hopel e s 
situ ation : th at is, he is sunk . A playe r 
who "goes in th e tank" i one who ei th er 
choke s or gives up. For example , I wa s 
once winning a paddleball game 15-2 and 
ended up going into the tank and lo sing . 
The phr ase "se nd for the snorkle equip­
ment"' is an eleg ant euphemi sm for going 
into th e tank. 

PHOTON. Tak en from it s scientific 
definition , th e photon i s s imply a n 
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By STEVE KEELEY 

extremely hard hit ball . Steve Serot , the 
St. Loui s t ringbean power hitter , 
mashes th e hi gh speed photon so hard 

th at the eye cannot follow the flight of 
the ball: only a vapo r tr ail remain s. The 
ref eree mu st pick up uch a shot on onar 
and jud ge kip ball s on th e basis of sound 
alon e . One psy ch fac tor (s ee be low) 
util ized by LR .A . Int ern at io nal champ 
Charlie Brumfield i to hit th e fir st shot 
of the game in the form of a photon , 
whizzed half an inch pas t the '· hang 
down '' part of hi s opponent 's lef t ear 
lobe. The sonic boo m created by th e ball 
as it boom s by the auditor y center i 
enough to unnerve even the mo st experi -

enced veteran . Synonym s: va por ball , 
powder ball . 

OPTION PLAY . Thi term I am bor­
rowing from an a rticl e by Joe Z el so n 
in RA CQ UETBALL (Janu ar y , 1973). 
" Thi s is a s ho t where yo u 're crowded 
by yo ur oppo nellf , bu r yo u ha ve eno ug h 
roo 111 to swing and hit th e ball. As yo u 
hit yo u 111ake an i11sta 111 eva luation of 
wheth er th e shot will b e pre rry goo d; if 
so , yo u le t it be played; ,f 1101, y ou cry 
0111 'Hind er '. It i i111porra111 th a t y ou do 
1101 wait m ore th an a seco nd or tw o after 
yo u ' ve hit th e ba ll so tha t yo u do n 't g ive 
y o11roppo 11e11r th e i111pressio 11 th at yo u 're 
wa itin g ro see w hat th e ball does. 
S11cces:,J 11I u se of th e 'op ti o n pl ay' 
requir es th at yo u 111ake a quick eva luati on 
and call yo ur hind er ea rly . On ce again , 
it 's freq uentl y helpful to use the air of 
hum ility and innocence previo usly talked 
abo ut ... " 

POWDER BALL. Practic all y synony­
mou s with th e photon , thi s to o is a very 
powerfull y stru ck shot. For exa mpl e, 
the term may be used as such : " he pow­
dered th e plum ball for a routine ro 11-
ofT. " One oundl y smashed ball I wit ­
nessed in a pick up game mo t adequ ate ly 
illu t ra t e th e powd er ba ll. In thi 
instance th e pl aye r took the ball out o f 
the air at thr ee-qu arter co urt . The ball 
jetted off hi racquet, sp lit at the seam 
into exac t halve in mid air abov e th e 
ervice zo ne, and eac h hem i phere of th e 

former rac qu etba ll flo ated toward th e 
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front wa ll and went for near ro l loffs in 
oppo ite comers. I made the ign of the 
cross and qui ck ly left t he co ur t. 

PSYCH FACTOR. Thi term i fair ly 
self ex planatory , although th ere are many 
methods of emplo y ing the p yc h. A ny­
Lh i n g which unn erve , a nn oys , 
intimid ate , throw · ofT th e concentration 
or in any other way up set o ne' oppo­
nent is includ ed under thi term . Exa m­
ples are numerou : it may mean hi t tin g 
the fir st shot photo n past the lef t ear lobe, 
as all uded to earli er: co mpl ainin g abo ut 
th e co un li ghtin g o r dead flo ors or walls 
is usef ul. One may remark to hi oppo­
nent during th e heat of th e match, " Your 
ba ck hand s troke ce rtainl y is odd ; I do11·t 
see how y o u e l'e11 hit th e ball .' ' Jerry 
H i lecher of St. Loui s , w ho phy sica ll y 
may look lik e he craw led out of a can 
of spaghetti but neve rth eles fini shed in 
th e Lop eight la t year , ve ry effec t iv ely 
app lies th e p yc h by giv ing hi opponen t 
the chok e sig n in cr ucia l itu ation . The 
psych fac tor - eve ry player i u -
ceplibl e to it alth ough none wi ll admi t 
iL. 
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deve loped by Buff alo 's C harli e Garfinkel 
fo r use agai n t San Die go's Brumfield . 
Says Gar : " I t c ome s off th e back wa ll 
g rowlin g and bite s Br11111fle/d's back sid e. 
I win by infec tio n .'· 

WAFFLE FACE . Thi s appli es to th e 
appeara nce of the anterior portion of 
one ·s cranium af ter being str uck in th e 
face with th e strun g surf ace of th e 
opponen t· racqu et. A lso , yo u may give 
a player a leg wafne by st riking him on 
the thigh w ith yo ur racq uet. 

Illu stration s by Jan Ca mpbell . 

Paddleball Regions .. . 
Th e first two N.P.A. anc t ioned 

paddl eba ll regio nal tourname nt s were 
held prior to the N.P .A. National C ham­
pions hip s this year. one in the Midwe t 
and the other in the South. 

Th e U ni versi t y of Tennessee . ho st of 
the 197'.! N .P.A. Nati onals. held the 1973 
Southern Regio nalJanu ary l'.!-I4andwa · 
wo n by U. T . st udent D avey Bled soe. 
B led~oe topped IOurn ament chairma n 
Jack Rice '.!1-10 . '.!l - 11 for the titl e. Jack 
and Da vey then teamed up to cap tur e 
th e doub le c rown over An Ru st and 
Mark Thomas 21-7 , 21-7. 

Women were invi ted to compete in the 
paddleball regional. a lir t for paddleball 
in thi are a. and th e gals took to the tour­
ney competition fi erce ly. Suzy Terhune 
won the women·s open. beat ing Chri stie 
C lark '.!1-6. '.!I-'.! for th e ti tl e. 

Third place wome n's single · we nt to 
Barbara Brooks . whi le Roy Groth too k 
the men· s third place hon o rs. 

W ome n· · doub les was won by Brook · 
and Kathy H il and over Gale Strouse and 
Sherry Ga rner'.! 1- 1 I. '.! I -7. T erhun e and 
C indy mith to ok third place. 

Meanwhi le th e Int ramu ral Dep artment 
at Michigan State Un iversi ty hosted the 
Mid we st Regional at the i'vl.S. U. co urt s 
and th e fi nals there were a prelude to 
th e N.P .A. fina ls with Steve Keeley 
toppin g D an McLaugh lin , 2 1-13. 2 1-14. 
Jim Santi no, reignin g M.S.U. singles 
champ s captur ed third place over Ray 
Bayer , in a double eliminat ion lo ers 
bracket. 

In open do uble s Kee ley and Tom Co n­
nin completed the Keeley sweep w ith a 
2 1- 14 , 2 1- 13 v ict ory over George Skaff 
and D avid Jeffes, Flint. Skaff and JeITes 
had up set the tournament·s numb er one 
cede d team , Gai l Mikles and Herb Ol ­

son in th e semi -fi nal s 2 1-20, 14-2 1, '.!l - 14. 
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For Members Only 
Up to $40° 0 A DAV Extra Cash 

When you are in the hospital--

0ITJ(DOJ[P GJ(D0ITJOITill[ UJJ(D0[]~ [PITJ(D0ITJillUJJ 
PAYS CASH FROM FIRST DAY FOR AS 
LONG AS ONE YEAR 

Hospital care costs ar e soaring. And, wh en you are hos­
pitali zed, yo ur living costs go up while your p ay ch eck 
ma y stop. For most of u s, present hospital in sura n ce just 
isn't enou gh to cover a ll th e co s ts of a h os pit a l stay . 
That 's why yo ur associa tion sponsors ex clus ive ly, for its 
memb ers, th e Group Hospital Money Pro gra m, to brin g 
memb ers added tax-free cas h wh en it is mo st ne ed ed­
and at low cost. 

CHOOSE YOUR OWN BENEFIT 
You may se lec t $40 or $30 a day ex tr a cas h payme nt s 
when you arc in the ho spital. pa id fo r as lon g as a yea r 
for eac h accident or s ickn ess. Thi s is pa id in ad diti o n lo 
a ny o th e r in sur anc e you now carry or any b e ne fits yo u 
may rece ive - wit h no r es triction s o n h ow yo u spe nd th e 
mon ey. 

24-HOUR WOR LDWIDE PR OT ECTION 
All accid ent s or s icknesses that originate a ft e r th e effe c­
tiv e dal e of th e m emb er 's in surance are covered. Ev en 
pr e-ex isting conditions are cov ere d after th e in suran ce 
is in force for two years. 

EXCEPTIONALLY LOW COST - LIFETIME 
COVERAGE 
Becaus e o f our memb ers' m ass purch as in g power and 
b eca us e of th e ec onom ics of group ad mini st ra tion, costs 
a r e low . Further economi es ar e ga in ed by th e u su al b as ic 
exc lu sions: d eclare d or und ec lare d war, suicid e, preg ­
nan cy and tr eat ment in a VA or o th er F ede ral Govern­
ment Hospital. Th is pr o tect ion is re n ewable fo r li fe as 
lon g as th e plan re main s in force and your premiums 
are pa id . A t age 65, a ll coverage rever ts lo a $20 pe r day 
p lan d esig ned to suppl em en t Medicare . 

EASY TO FILE CLAIMS 
Yo u and yo ur doctor s ign a sho r t c laim form that te ll s 
wh y a nd ho w long yo u are hospitalized . Th e In surance 
Compa n y multipli es th e number of days you are h osp i­
talized by your chos en b en efit and y ou rece ive a check for 
lhi :; amou n t. Fore a mp le. on the $40 a day p lan if you are 
hospitaliz ed for 10 da ys you rece ive a chec k for $400 . If 
you arc h osp it a lize d fo r a month , you ge l $1,200, if for a 
w ho le yea r $14 ,600. 

WHO MAY ENROLL 
All m emb ers of th e United Sta tes Handba ll Associat ion , 
th e Tnte rn a tion a l Racquetball Ass o ciat ion , a nd th e Na­
tiona l Pa ddlcb a ll Association - rega rdl ess o f ag e or pa s t 
m edi ca l hi s tory - may enr oll during th e Ch ar ter Enroll­
m ent Pe riod . Coverage is gua ranteed. 

HOW TO ENROLL 
1. Comp le te lh e Enro llme nt Cer ti fica te . 
2. Ind ica te th e pl an yo u wan t. 
3. Ma il th e Enr o llm ent Cert ificat e and your ch eck to our 

In su rance Admin is tra to r : 
A lb ert H. Wohler s & Co. 
USHA-IRA -NPA GROUP INSURANCE PLANS 
720 Gard en Stree t. Park Rid ge, Tllin ois 60068 
T e lep hone: (312) 698-2221 

YOUR GUARANTEE 
A ll American Li fe & Ca su alty Co. is he reby commi tted 
to gu aran tee Ih e issuance of a cer tifi cat e o f in suran ce 
as out lin ed h ere, t o all me mb ers who acce pt thi s offer 
and se nd in a prop e rl y co mpl e ted enrollm ent ce r­
tifi ca te and pr emium che ck pr ior to th e end of th e 
limit ed CHARTER ENROLLMENT PERIOD . This in­
surance will b e is sued regard le ss of past m ed ica l hi s­
to ry . . . eve n covering pr e-ex is tin g co ndition s as 
out lin ed in thi s ad vert iseme nt. 

~,.P,oside"1 
A ll Amcrir.rin T.ifc & Cas ually Co. 

CHARTER ENROLLMENT CERTIFICATE -- ---- ------
1 

Underwr itt en b y All American Life & Casua lt y Co. 
Ma il lo : Albert H. Wohlers & Co. 

USHA-IRA -NPA GROUP INSURANCE PLANS 
720 Gard en Str ee t, Pa r k Rid ge. lllin o is 60068 

I wi sh to enroll in th e GROUP HOSPITAL MO 1EY PROGRAM 

Dat e of Birth ..... .. . . . .. . . ..... ... .... .. •. . .. . ... .. . .. .. .... • 

i\:ame . .. . ........ . .. . . ....... - .. • • • • • • • • · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 

Addr ess .... ' .. ... . . . . . .... . . .. ... . . . ..... .. . ..... . .... . . ... . 

Cit y . . .... ..... ........ . . .. • ... . . . S ta le ... . . . .. . . . . Zip ...... . 

Group Hospital Money Program 
Semi-Annu al Premiums 

MEMBER'S AGE $40 PLAN $30 PLAN 
Un d e r 40 ....... ........ $21.15 ... . . $16 .10 
40-49 . ...... . .. . ... . . ... 35.45 . .. . . 26.85 
50-59 ........ .. . . .... . . . 56.65 ... .. 42.75 
60-64 ....... . ... ..... . .. 77.85 . . ... 58.65 
65 a nd ov e r ($20 p er da y plan) . .... . $63 00 

S emi-ann ual premi um s in c lud e a $1.00 pr o­
cess ing fe e and arc appli ca b le a t in s ur cd's 
ag e wh en in sura nc e b eco me s effective a nd at 

I 

I Si gna tur e .. .. .. ..... . .. . . . .. . . . ........ .. , ... ... . . Da le.... . a tt a in ed age on renew a l. 
1 

t ______ _______ ______________________ _ _________ _ _____ _ 

LIMITED CHARTER ENROLLMENT PERIOD 
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1973 IRA NATIONAL 

INTERCOLLEGIATES 
DATE: April 18-20, 1973 

SITE: University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana, IL 

ELIGIBILITY: See accompanying Official IRA Intercol­
legiate Rules. 
Must also be current 1973 member of IRA 
-can sign up now or at tournament site. 

ENTRY FEE : $5 per player. Player can participate in one 
event only. 

HOUSING AND FOOD: Information to be published in 
March issue of Racquetball Mag­
azine . 

DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES: April 1, 1973 

OFFICIAL BALL : Seamless 558. 

TROPHIES: First three places in each event. First two 
places, team. First place consolation. 

Send entries to: Don Webb, Illini Racquetball Club, 
295 Natural Resources Bldg., Univ. of 
Illinois, Urbana, IL 61801 

Please enter me in the () A singles () B singles () Doubles 

Name ______________ College _______ _ 
Please prin t 

Address _________ City ___ State __ Zip __ _ 

Partner 's Name ___ __________ _ 
Please print 

Address _________ City ____ State __ Zip ___ _ 

We are competing on the four-man team ( ). 

We are not competing on the team ( ). 

MARCH 1973 

Official IRA 
Intercollegiate Rules 

RULE I - MATRICULATION 
No one shall participate in any inter­

collegiate racquetball contest unless he 
is a bona fide matariculated student at an 
acc redited university or college (not 
business college, trade school, etc.) 
and is regularly enrolled and doing full 
work as defined by the regulations of 
the institution at which he is enrolled . 

RULE II - PARTICIPATION 
I. Participation in intercollegiate 

racquetball shall be limited to four varsity 
years over a period of five consecutive 
college years counting from the date 
of matriculation . 

2 . In the event of a student s regular 
atte ndan ce being interrupted by military 
servi ce in any of the armed force s, his 
period of eligibility shall be five years 
exclusive of his period of military 
servi ce , except for the years in which, 
during his military service, he may have 
represented an educational institution. 

3. Fre shme n are eligible for varsity 
competition in racquetball. 

4. Transfer students or graduates from 
a junior college may continue their 
racquetball competition without comply­
ing with the one-year residence rule. 
Total years of competition shall not ex­
ceed four year . 

RULE III - NATIONAL AND 
REGIONAL TOURNAMENTS 

I. Eligibility of participants shall be 
verified prior to the tournament by letter 
from the Office of the De an of Ad­
mi s ions or Registrar to the tournament 
director, with the school seal affixed. 

2. Team shall consi st of four players 
from the sa me institution ; teams cannot 
be compri sed of players from the same 
y tern (ex., State of Ca liforni a Uni­

versity System). Members of a doubles 
entr y mu t be from the sa me insti tution. 

3. Scoring shall be a follows : 
A Singles - two points each match 

win: excep t championship round, three 
point . 

8 Single - one point each match 
win: excep t champ ionship round. two 
points. 

Double - two point s each match 
win: except champion hip round. three 
point -. 

ceded player who receive a bye 
hall be awarded point for the bye 

providing they win their first match. 
Point for seco nd . third . and fourth 

place hull be determined by the tourna­
ment committee at the tournament · ite. 
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No End In Sight For Boom In Court Clubs 
Racqu etball / handbaJI court c lub s con ­

tinue to pop up around the natio n bringing 
mo re court '> and mor e racqu etb all players 
to area!> thr oug hout th e coun tr y. Two of 
the mo'>t recent de ve lop ments are fea­
tur ed o n thi :, page to g ive reader . t he 
an:.wcr to th e mo:.t obviou que:.tion: Are 
cou rt c lub ., fea ibl e"? The answe r I a 
re:,oundin g YES. 

THE SPAULDING RACQUET ­
BALL CLUB is soon to open in M an­
che ster. Mi ssouri , a suburb of St. Louis. 
As the name of the club denote s, the 
backers are primariJy r acquetb all pla y ­
ers, although the club welcom es any 
handballer s wishing to become memb ers 
and use the facility . 

The c lu b i~ located at 200 Enc hanted 
Par kw,,y . 1l anches ter and wi ll fea tu re 
eight court:.. . men·~ and women·s locker 
room;,. -,auna. lobb y and severa l court · 
with gla.,:, wa ll!> for increa sed spcc1ato r 
vi ewing . 

r-.1l embcr ship-, in th e PA UL DI G 
RA <)UETBALL CLU B are on l y 
35. 00 per year fo r indi v idu al · and S50.00 

per yea r for familie:.. C ourt tim e is rented 
un the bas i:, ofS5.00 per hour. Member s 
ca n enjoy ot her pri v il ege such as weekly 
rc :.erved court tim e and ot her adva nce 
re,erva ti on:,. 

THE JEFFERSON COU RT CLUB . 
3325 Danny Park . Met airie . Loui siana . 
is th e fir ;.t of IO plann ed D eep ou t h court 
clubs rea tur ing racque tball . handb all . 
padd leba ll and , qu a h. 

· · Tl,e 1n1rpo .1e ,~f" eocl, cl11b ... writes 

Clia'rter Memberships 
Avmft,t,rr N OW 

FOR INFORMATION ('All 
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An ar1is 1's version of !h e soon 10 b e opened Spauldin g R acque1ball Club, in M a11-
ches rer, Missouri, a s uburb of S1. Loui s . Th e club is scheduled 10 open in /al e April or 
early Ma y . 

M ichae l A ll en Willi ams. C hairm an of the 
Board of Jeffe rso n Cou rt C lub. In c .. "is 
w p ro, ·ide .for ifs 111e111bersl, ip ft 11111/1i­
co 11r1. oir cu 11d1liu 11ed fa c iliiyf ur 1/,e pla y 
of 1/,ese .,, u,r 1.1. ' · 

Several of the court c lub are pl anned 
for J effe r o n Par i h . Lou1 iana. the 
Greater ew Or leans area. and each cl ub 
wi ll have a minimum of ix court . A 
r:iult1 -p urpo -e pro shop wi ll ell and rent 
equipment. refreshment:, . ofTer instruc ­
tion and take court reservation s. 

Co urt lub w ill be the main topic of 

co nve r ·at ion March 23-25 a the I.R .A ., 
N . P .A .. and U .S . H . A . hot th e Ir t 
annual National Co urt C lu bs A ssociation 
semi nar and mee t i ng at the C hi cago 
0' H are '1ario tt H ote l. 

All major court c lub per onnel from 
around the nat ion have been in v ited with 
gue;, t peaker covering a ll ubjec t 
regarding th e court club from constru c­
t io n to fin ancing . 

Fu rther detai ls o n th e resu lt s of th i 
meeti ng will appear in the M ay issue or 
RAC()UETB-ALL . 

Divisional Results 
Ju t und er the w ir e come the March 2-4 

Divisional resu lt s, fo ur of t he five I. R .A. 
prelimin ary tournaments. All o f th em had 
high num bers of entrie s, extremely excit­
ing racquetball, and so me surpris ing win­
ner s. 

In the Ce nt raJ Di visio n , w i th pl ay held 
at th e Milw aukee H andba ll-R acquetball 
C lub in sub urb an W auw atosa, it wa Ron 
Ru be nste in, sharpe nin g up hi s game by 
defeating Bill Schmidtke in th e fin al . 
T he match wa s a battle of the cur rent 
numb ers tw o and th ree rank ed player s, 
with numb er two Ruben stein wi nnin g the 
three game match 21- 15, 20-21 , 21- 18. 

Doubl e in th e Ce nt ral Division al was 
take n by th e urprising strong team or 
Ga len John on and Jo e Wirku s, w ho de­
fea ted Ron Strom and Steve Strandemo. 
John son-Wir k us hai l from Gree n Bay 
and Reedsvi ll e, Wi sco nsin , w hil e St ro m­
Strandemo pl ay out of St. C lo ud , Minne-

sota. 
In th e East George Rudy z had a big 

weeke nd , fi rst coppi ng the singles title 
over Charlie Garfinkel and then teaming 
wi th fe ll ow New Brit ainite Mike Luciw 
to capture the double s. I t wa s Rudy sz 2 1-
13, 21-19 over Gar , and Rudy z- Lu ciw, 
the defending I. R. A. champ , then de­
feated the Cincinnati team of Tom Kuta s 
and Rob Abram s in two st raight games 
for th e doub les crow n . 

Ju st tri ckles of report s from the We st , 
w here Steve Keeley captured th e t itle, in 
a thr ee game win over Bill Thurman. Re­
ports are th at th e third game was a 2 1- 19 
nail-biter. Kee ley- D rake cap tur ed dou ­
ble . 

Only core from th e Sou thwe t is 
Steve Sero t over Jerry H ilecher in th e 
fin al . 

Total coverage of all th e Divi ionals in 
the M ay is ue of R ACQUETBALL. 

RACQUETBALL 



OFFICIAL ENTRY 
3rd PATERSON YMCA OPEN 

RACQUETBALL TOURNAMENT , MAY 4-6 

Please enter me in: OPEN SINGLES ( ) OPEN DOUBLES ( ) MASTER SINGLES ( ) 

NAME _ ____ ____ _______ _ _ PARTNER ----- ------ ----- --
(Please Print) (Please Print) 

ADDRESS ____ __ ___________ ADDRESS ____ ___ _________ _ 

CITY __________ STATE __ ZIP _ _ _ CITY __ __ __ ___ STATE __ __ ZCP _ _ 

IRA CARD NO _ __ ____ CLUB/Y _____ IRA CARD NO ______ CLUB/Y ____ _ _ 

Make Checks Payable To: Fred Rizzo 
275 Goffle Rd Hawtho rne N.J. 07506 

hereby , for myself , my heirs, exec utor s and administrators, waive and release any and all rights and claims for damages I 
may have against the Internat ional Racque tball Association , the Pater son Branch YMCA, or their respective agents, 
represe ntatives, successors , or assigns for any and all injuries which may be suffered by me in connection with my competi­
tion in said tourn ament. 

Signature ______________ Ph. No. ____ _ 

Partner's Signature Ph. No. ____ _ 

HOUSING INFORMATION AVAILABLE 

-- ----------------------- ------- ------------------- ---- ---- --- -- -- ---- ------ --- ---- -

OFFICIAL ENTRY 
1 ST DAFFY OPEN 

RACQUETBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS, MAY 23-26 

Please enter me in : 

OPEN SINGLES ( ) ; B SINGLES ( ) ; C SINGLES ( ); OPEN DOUBLES ( ); WOMEN'S SlNGLES ( ); MASTER'S 
SINGLES ( ); NOVICE SI GLES ( ) . CONSOLAT ION PLAY IN ALL EVE TS. 

NAME _______ _ _____ _ ____ PARTNER _ ___ ______ __ ___ _ _ 

ADDRESS ADDRESS ___ _ ____ ____ __ __ _ 

CITY ______ __ STATE _ ___ _ ZIP __ CITY _____ _ _ _ STATE ____ _ ZIP __ 

IRA # ________ ,...RA# _________ IRA # _________ CRA # __ _____ _ 

I here by , for myself, my heirs, execut or s, adm inistrator s or assignees, waive and release any and all rights and claims for 
damages I may have against the Washingto n Racquetball Association and its officers ; any athletic facility used for this 
tournament ; or any cont ribut or or donor to thi event for any and all injuries which may be uff ered by me in connect ion 
with my compe tit ion in this tournament , or any of the event related therein. 

S1gna1ure _____ ____ _ ___ _ Ph. o _____ _ 

Partn er' s Signature __________ _ ___ Ph. No. ____ _ 

Tournament draw sheet s will be mailed lo each entrant one week prior to the tournament along with rrl::ited maps and 
general informati on . 

HOUSING INFOR!\1ATION AVAILABLE 



Chabot Gets The Donut; 

But It's Good News! 

The C h abot R ac quetb a ll C lub 
domina te d the Sa n Jo se Doughnut Dou ­
bles Tourney held February 9 and 10. 
Forty doubles teams saw action in the 
five div is ion spon so red by the San Jo se 
YMCA . 

In open doub les a packed ga ll ery 
enjoyed an all-C habo t final as Bill Dunn 
a nd Bill Thurm an won over Len Stream 
and Ma rk Wayne 21- 19, 21-11. Dunn and 
Thurma n opened up an ear ly 17-7 lead 
tha t oon shra nkto 18-13anddisappeared 
comp letely 18-19. A t ime out , a rollout 
by Thurman to regain the serve, and three 
more point s gave Bill and Bill the firs t 
game. 

The econd game was never in doubt 
a Thurman killed we ll from deep court 
a nd Dunn contro lled the front court wi th 
accurate drop hot s . It mar ked the ec ­
ond s traig ht tournament these two fine 
doubles team s have clashed in the finals. 
Dunn and Thurman also triumph ed in 
that meeting taki ng the Chri tma s C lassic 
title in San Diego 21- 15, 21- 19. 

Mark Sus on and Ron Starkman from 
Newport Beach captured third place over 
San Francisco's Loui s Concha a nd Al 
Ro i 21-14, 2 1-15. A you ng and upcom ­
ing team from C habo t College , Bill Suvoy 
and Steve Ludwig won con olation over 
another Chabot team, Dennis Hou ghte ll­
ing a nd D wayne Childress, 2 1-8, 2 1- 13. 

Cha llenger ·s doub les , 25 years a nd 
und e r, wa won by Sus on and C hico 

Aguiar over a promi sing new tea m from 
Los Angeles , Manny Velasquez and 
Rich Cormier , 21-12, 21-14. T he Sa n Jose 
tourn ament marked the first time Susson 
a n d Agui ar have pl ayed toge th e r . 
Another out s t a nding yo un g team , 
C habot' s Bob Fierro and Dick Lorenz, 
had to work hard to defeat Bill Rice and 
John Wolfe , also from Chabot, 2 1- 17, 2 1-
19, in order to win th ird. Hou gh tellin g 
and · · Lefty" Tony Krau s won consola­
tion over C hi ldress and Dori! Stern , 21-
13, 18-21, 21-8. 

The master's doubles title , 35 and over , 
was won by Don Green from Chabo t and 
Marysville's Charlie Schumacher. They 
defe a ted Co nch a a nd Lee Griffin in a 
hard fought match 21-14, 21- 15 . Mike 
Bugel and Bill D abney from San Fran ­
ci co held on to win third by defe ati ng 
Jerry Avila a nd Jerr y Northwood 14-21 , 
2 1- 19, 2 1- 17 in a two-hour marathon . 
F red Lemoin and J im Keenan took con­
sola tion over Kurt An sl inger a nd Dr. 
Harsany 2 1-19, 2 1- 16. 

Golden Master 's, 50 and over , and 
wome n' s doub les were both roun d robin 
a ffairs due to insufficient entrie s with the 
team scoring th e highe s t tot a l point 
being declared the winner . George 
Brown and George Holl a nd from Sa n 
Diego won the Golden Master· s by ju t 
two point s over the eco nd place team 
of Green and Buge l. The wome n's title 
went to C hab ot 's Dorit Stern a nd Sherrie 
Redmond with anot he r Chabot team , 
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Mary S imon and Judy Frie nd, placi ng 
second . 

The tournament was well run with Curt 
Blandin g and Marv Snowbarger de serv­
ing mo st the credit. They promise that 
it will be an annua l affair , so mark it down 
on the calendar. 

Wiscon sin Y.M.C.A. 

La Crosse· s Dave Lien and Wau sau ' s 
J erry Hoff captured the Wi sco ns in 
YMCA double s racquetball cha mpion ­
hip knocking off Bill and Bob Schultz of 

Madison over the February 18th week ­
end. 

Lien and Ho ff defeated the Madison 
team , which wa al o seco nd la t year , 
by winning the fi nal two game after 
dropping the fir s t. After losing 21-15, 
Lien - Hoff won 2 1-19, 2 1-18. 

The Schultz duo got into the finals by 
beating La Crosse ' s Bob Schultz a nd 
Nook Blank 21- 16, 21-2 whi le Lien-Hoff 
reached their way to th e fina ls with 2 1-8, 
2 1-16 vic torie s over Don Zimme rm a n 
a nd J erry Schult z of Wau au. 

Blank and Schultz took th ird place with 
21- 10, 2 1- 14 victories over Z immerman 
and Schultz. 

La Cros e· Dave Baptie and Ralph 
Scheck took the con olation crown with 
a 21-17 , 12-21, 2 1- 15 deci ion over Denny 
Hint z a nd Gary Fehrm a n of Port 
Edw ar ds. 

Baptie-Sc heck had beaten La Crosse 's 
Don Petrucelli-Sam Ru ffolo 2 1-20 , 21-7 
to reach the fina ls . Hint z-Fe hrman turn ­
ed back La Crosse's Gene Fladen-Bill 
O ' Le ary 21-5 , 21-9 in the semifi nals . 
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" ... and a quick backhand is all-important" 
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Strandemo's Rising Star Stopped 
By Old Pro Schmidtke in Winona 

Well the racquets were swingi ng in this 
littl e town once agai n , s o I thought I 
might relay the results to Racquetball in 
hopes of making the centerfold! 

The tourn a ment is offici a lly called The 
Second Annual Lin ahan Invitational and 
Open Racquetb all Tournament spon­
sor ed by the Holiday Inn of Winona. It 
wa s held at the Winon a YMCA on 
Dec ember 1-2-3, the traditional date s for 
thi s annu al tourn ament. The three day 
tourney attracted 94 single s entries in the 
Invitation al Mens S ingle s , Open Men s 
Singl es, Women S ingl es, M aste r s 
Singles , and 24 double s team s in the 
Mens Open Double s. This accounted for 
168 matches during the three day tourna ­
ment. 

Bill Schmidtke , formerly of Port 
Edwards , Wi con in , now manag ing an 
exclu ive court c lub in the Twin C ities, 
ucce ss full y defended hi title by defe at­

ing Steve Strandemo of St. C loud 21-9 
and 2 1- 13 in Sunday 's finals. 

Str a ndem o , who fini hed third in las t 
year' inaugw a l to urn a me nt , staged a 
determ ine d co meback to reac h the cham­
pion hip ma tch. The Kenyo n native was 
defea ted by Mark Hegg of Siou x Fa lls , 
South Da kota 2 1-6 in his fir t se mi-final 
ga me but fought back to win the nex t 
two tilt 2 1-7 and 2 1-20. Thi match with 
H egg wa labe led the most exci ting di -
play of racquetba ll held throu ghout the 
whole tourney . Sc hmidtke whipped John 
Rud e of Sioux Fall in his se mi-final 
match. In th e co n o lation fina ls, for those 
lo ers in the ope ning J 6 matche , Bob 
M c ama ra of Minn ea po li defe a ted 
G alen J oh nso n of Appleto n, Wisco nsin 
2 1- 11 and 2 1-20. 

Paul e l on o f Wa una kee , Wi co n in , 
took the mea ur e of Phil Dziuk of C ham­
pa ign , llli.nois , 2 1- 15 and 2 1-7 to win the 
master s ing le titl e . Winona's Bill Co l­
clough was the co n olation champio n in 
th e mas te r bra c ke t by virtu e of a 2 1-6, 
2 1- 10 win over Dave Bapti e of LaC ro e, 
Wi co nsin . 

In a se para te 32 man ·open Si ngles 
brac ket, John Travag lio of C hampaign, 
lllin oi , e me rged as th e cha mpion afte r 
lopping Ob id Oa of Moorh ea d , Min-

(A bove right ) Tourney clwi mu111 
Bob F erris(/.) presents teve Stan­
dem o with his firs t place doubl es tro ­
phy . Oth ers pi ctured arc (I. to r .) 
R on S trom , S tandemo's doubles 
par tn er, J oh n Ru de and M ark H e~~. 
runn ers- up , and Tom D obbi ns, Y 
ph ysica l direc tor. 
(Ri g ht ) F erris and Dobbins pres<'nt 
S tra11de1110 and Sch midt ke ll'ith thei r 
(I\Varc/s. 

MARCH 1973 

nes ota , by identical 21-15 scores in the 
fin a ls . Dorwin Marquardt of F a rgo , 
North D akot a, held off Mike Kulas of 
Winon a 2 1-5 and 21- 19 for the consolation 
honor s. 

After beating the defending Mid­
American champion Mari lyn Schwartz 
of Steven s Point, Wiscon sin, in the 
se mis, Peggy Pru itt of Cha mpaign went 
on to win the Women s Open singles title 
with 21-10 and 21- I 8 win s over last years 
eco nd plac e finisher from Minne apolis , 

Ba rb Tenne sse n. Bonni e Black well of 
Winona knocked off Jo a n Santlema n of 
Ro ches te r 21-3 and 2 1-2 in the consola ­
tion final s . 
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Steve Strandemo and his partner Ron 
Strom from St. C loud , Minnesota, out­
lasted John Rude and Mark Hegg 21-11 
and 2 1-20 for the doubles Title. Dr. 
Chuck Schafer of Winona and Galen 
Johnson combined to win the double s 
consolation bracket. 

Special thank s goes to all those who 
helped make this Second Annual tourna ­
ment the best ever. The members of the 
Winona Racquetball Association are to 
be congr atulated on their splendid organi ­
za tion throughout the 38 hour s on the 
co urt - for fun was had by all the entrie s 
from eight s tate s. 

BOB FERRIS 
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Diz Kronenberg 

The Paddle ball Picture 

Over the year many artic les have been 
written abo ut handb a ll , a nd more 
recently much has been written abou t 
racquetball . Seldom has anything been 
written about paddleball . 

Wh at I have to say about thi sport 
was gained from my own experience s 
over the past 23 year s. These ide as and 
conclu sion s are not nece arily my own, 
but they have helped me to some degree 
of succe.ss. They may or may not help 
you, bu t for wh at they are worth , I would 
like to pass them on to you. 

Properly fitted clothing is very imp or­
tant. It hould be loo e enough to allow 
freedom of movement but no t so loose 
th at a ball could hit it unnece arily. A 
pair of well fitting hoe i prob abl y the 
mo t import ant ingle item th at a person 
wear . I like them snu g but not tight. 
C lean , well cu shion ed ock s are also 
import ant to prevent blis ters and fo o t 
so rene s. 

Like everything else th at one learns to 
do well, good paddleball depend s on goo_d 
pr actice more th an a ny other fac tor . 
Practice doe s not make perfect. It onl y 
mean th at th e wa y you are pra cticin g 
become a part of th e technique yo u use 
when playin g in competition . It goe 
without ay ing then th at imperf ec t prac ­
tice makes for imperfect result , and half ­
hearted efforts turn into ·'half - baked" 
result s. Practice tend s to make perf ec t 
only if the pr actice is perfect. 

In practice , I like to follow the old 
adage of .. Give until it hurt s, then give 
a little more ... I will practice until i t hurt s, 
then practice a little mor e. Game itu a­
tion s get yo u int o th e po it ion wh ere yo u 
have to give th at "little bit " extr a. If you 
have not done it in practice , you may 
not be ab le to re pond in a co mpetiti ve 
game situ ation . 

Int ense concen tr ation i s important. 
Securing and sustai ning th at co ncentr a­
tion is difficult to do. Durin g prac tice I 
like to pl ay games, compe tin g with or 
agai n t my self , so I do not become bored. 
I will see how many shot I can kill off 
th e back wall into the ri ght -hand comer. 
If I kill three in a row , then I will tr y 
to better th at number. N ext I wi ll tr y 
to kill in the left -hand co rner , etc . Hittin g 
th e sof t lob is an impo r tant part of my 
game, so I will t ry the se shot s nex t. I 
will al t e rn ate th e e shot s t o be tt er 
imulate game condi tion s. 

The ability to su tain effort and co n­
centra ti on c an be built by regul ar and 
con sc ientiou s pra cti ce. Th e minut e you 
lose inter e t in one t ype of shot in prac­
ti ce, cha nge to somethin g el e. In thi 
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way you ca n gradually build the ability 
to sustain the effort and co ncentration 
needed to play well again st stiff competi­
tion. Do not forget th at only good prac­
tice brings good result s. 

Wa hing all the oil out of my hand 
before a game is abso lutely es ential. 
More slipp age is caused from per pir a­
tion mi xed with the oil in th e hands th an 
perhap any other facto r. I also reve r e 
the tape on the handle (adhe ive ide up) 
to give me a better grip. M ost player 
could not do th is becau se th ey adjust 
grip for the bac kh and. I wou ld not 
recomm end thi unle s your hand are 
conditioned for it. You may end up with 
bli ster . 

Everyone has hi own warm -up exe r­
cise . I like to jog ju t enough to get th e 
circu lation goi ng . At my age , I need 
eve ry bit of energy I can mu ster in th e 
co urt , o I neve r overdo the exercising 
outside the co urt. 

It takes long , diligent practice to att ai n 
a smoo th swi ng th at incorpora te the fun ­
dament als needed to achieve maximum 
power . It i import ant th at you swi ng 
hard , but it i ab olu tely e ential th at 
y ou do not over wing . A /wa ys wing 
under cont rol. D o 1101 sacrifice accurac y 
for power. Do not make th e mi take of 
becomi ng so ob es ed with powe r th at 
yo u re ly solely on it to win . You will 
never over-power th e goo d p laye rs. The 
power shot is only one of a mi x ture o f 
the basic needed to wi n aga inst good 
co mp etition . 

In hittin g th e hard shot , keep the wri t 
very loo e and nap it int o th e ball a 
yo u wing . Sh ift the weigh t from the back 
foot to the fr o nt foot so yo u are hittin g 
against your left sid e. T he same princip le 
app li e her e for th e go lf er hittin g for dis­
tance , or th e ba eball pitcher tepp in g 
and throwin g aga in st hi s forw ard leg. 
This gives you that litt le bit ex t ra. 

On th e power ser ve , practice bouncing 
th e ball and hittin g for accuracy as well 

a power. W i thout acc uracy the power 
serve is usele s. About seve n out o f ten 
mistake s stem from a poor to ss, so prac­
ti ce thi s often. Keep the ball away from 
the body and well out in fro nt to achieve 
maximum pow er. T o obtain thi s max­
imum imp act without lo ing control of 
the ba ll , you must be ab le to pl ace yo ur 
body in a po ition that permits you to 
uncoi l as you hit the ball and st ill maintain 
ba l ance a nd po iti o n o n the follow 
thro ugh . If yo u are a beginner, eli min ate 
ome of the body mot ion at fi rst , then 

as yo u pro gres . you ca n increa e the 
body movement. 

I like to k ill any shot that gives me 
th e perc ent ages , so I freque ntly find an 
oppone nt che ating o n me and playing 
clo e to the fr ont wall . H itt ing the power 

ho t abou t " belly-button" high i very 
effec ti ve agai n t thi type o f player , but 
be ure it is low enough to keep the ball 
from comi ng off the back wall and allow ­
ing yo ur opponent to get the easy ki ll . 

U e the power hotjudiciou ly , trying 
to hit it in spo t where i t wi ll do the most 
good. A change of pace ometi me helps. 
Any power hot is of little va lue unl e 
you have a fa ir ly goo d idea w here th e 
ball i going. Co ntrol of t he hot i ga ined 
main ly throu g h practice . For me , a lighter 
than ave rage padd le work the be L. 

I n co nclu io n, I wou ld l ik e to ay th at 
pa ddl eba ll i a game for everyo n e , 
beca u e it i an indi vi dua l game; eac h 
p layer adju tin g hi tempo to th at wh ich 
wi ll give him and hi s opponent the great ­
est per onal enjoyment. It is a game th at 
i ea y to learn and one that begi nn er 
enjoy imm ediate ly. Thi fun u ually is 

ha rt - li ved how eve r , bec au etherea l , 
long lastin g fun co me with increa ing 
ki l l. Prog res ive development of fund a­

mental ki ll s will offer you many hour 
of pl easur e. Wh ere ca n yo u find a better 
place to take out all th e fru trations of 
modern l iving th an in the paddleb a ll 
cou rt s r epea t edly sma hi ng that little 
round ru bber ball ? 

NEW CONCEPT IN COURTS: 
HANDBALL e RACQUETBALL e PADDLEBALL 

Complete Packaged Court System 

WORLD 

S. Weymouth, Ma11. 02190 

Lower Installed Cost 
Low Maintenance 

Fire Rated 

COURTS, 
554 MAIN ST 

INC. 

Phone: A/C 617 337-0082 

RACQUETBALL 



Austin Captures 
Fifth Straight 
Texas Open 

The fifth annu al T exas State Open 
Racq uetb all Tournament was held at the 
H ous ton Downtown Y . M .C.A. on 
D ecember 1-3. Play was held in open 
sing les, open doubles, Ma sters singles 
and co nsol ation singles. Player s rep­
re ented all area of the tate of Texa 
in the tourney . 

Pr e- tourn a m e nt favorite ca m e 
thr oug h in open ingles and ma ters 
ingles , but it wa a different tory in the 

open double final . 
Ji m Austin , Hou ton , four tim e and 

defending state champ, success fuUy 
gained hi fifth co nsecutive title in the 
open ingle bracket. He defeated a fie ld 
of 36 players including. Rich ard Walker . 
D all as in the fina l 2 1-6. 2 1-6. Bill ell ar . 
D all as, won third place by defe ating Dino 
So lomon . H ou ton . 

Co n o laLion ingle wa captured by 
Bill He arn , Hou ston , over Du ane Hend­
rick , Hou ston , 2 1-16, 2 1- 14. Ralp h Hol ­
liday , Hou ston , took th ird place . 

The Ma ter ingle went pre tt y much 
a expec ted wi th l'vl ilton Karp of th e 
H ou ton J .C .C . and eeded ec ond 
defeatin g 8 . J. Knott. D all a i n th e fin al 
21- 19. 21-4 . Knott had up et top - eeded 
E. L . Terry, D all a in the emi 21- 17, 
2 1-20. Terry took third p lace . 

le ven team · entered th e open dou­
b le , high li gh ted by Bob H di and Ri chard 

peer of the H ou ton J . . . , the defend­
ing c hamp and number one ceded tan ­
dem . Au tin and Dewey tri ck lancl , 
H ou ton , were expec ted to be a tough 

--

{ \\ 
·,. . " ____ ......_ ..... "'\·~· ... 

STRICKLAND(/.) AND A USTJN 
Learn and were . defeating Terry and K arp 
in th e second round 2 1- 15. 12-21, 21-5. 
In th e c;emi-fi nal they topped econd 
eecled ellar and W alker21 - l5 , 12-21, 

21-9 . 
H ill and Speer reached t he fin al ea ily 

but there the fun ended . Au tin­
trickland took a comm anding 16-6 lead 

in game one . on ly to have to strugg le Lo 
hold on to a 21-19 victory. Game two 
started simil ar ly . with Austi n-Strickland 
jumping to a 1-1-5 advantage . buL this ti me 
there wa no comeback and the fin al 
core was 21-8. Sellar s-W alker captured 

third place over Dino and D avid Solo­
mon. 

Brumfield , Myron-Bud Cop Phoenix Honors 
Ch arlie Brumfield won the fir t annual 

Pho en ix Open Racquetb all tournament 
repo rt A oci a te Ph y ic a l Director 
K eith T alle y o f the Phoeni x Downtown 
Y . l\11.C. A . Brumfield won by defau lt 
ov er l\ l y ron Roderick , who co uld not 
pl ay clue to a pulled groin mu ~cle. 

Bud Muchl e i en and Roderick did 
manage 10 win th e ope n double .. defe at­
ing Brumfield and Jan ampbell in th e 
fin als. 

Brumfie ld reached the final by topping 
Mark D eut ch . of Ari zona tate I Jniver-

sity . in a tough semi-fi nal match 21-13. 
21-20. Deutsch is the Arizon a State 
padd leball champ and witch to racquet­
ball j u t two weeks prior to the tourna­
ment. 

In the other emi-fin al match Roderick 
do\ ned Len Stream . Hay\ ard . Califor ­
ni a 21--1. 21--. 

The B S i ngle w a won by Dick 
K unze . San Diego . who defeated Ken 
Cree e 21-1 - , 21-10 in the fina l . 

In a ladie exh ibitio n. Jan Ca mp bell 
defea ted Jan Pa ternak. 

SIGN UP FOUR NEW MEMBERS AND IRA WILL SEND YOU A 
FREE SARANAC S-74 FASTBAC RACQUETBALL GLOVE!! 

Name 

Address ... ......... ............ ...... ............ .. .... ....... ........ .... ....... ..... . 

City ...... .............. .... ...... State .. ............ Zip Code .... ..... .... . 

) 1973 $3 ) 1973 -75 $7 

Nam e 

Addr ess ··· ···· ······· ··· ····· ········· ········· ··· ····· ····· ·· ··· ············ ·- ·· ····· 

City .. ....... .. .......... .... ... .. State ... .... ... .... Zip Code .......... ... . 

) 1973 $3 ) 1973- 75 $7 

Nam e 

Addr ess ..... ........ ....... ........ ...... ...... ........... ........ ........ ..... ....... . 

City ............. ... .... ... .. ..... St ate ..... .. ....... Zip Code ....... ..... . . 

( ) 1973 $3 ( ) 1973-75 $7 

RACQUETBALL 

Name .... ...... ..... ......... .... ... ...... ..... ...... ... ...... ........... .... ........... . 

Address ...... ............. .... ...... ....... ......... .......... ....... ....... .. ..... ... . 

City .. ........ ..... .. .... .... ..... State .............. Zip Code ............. . 

) 1973 $3 ) 1973-75 $7 

0 .K. I've done my part! Please send me the 
Specially Designed Saranac Racquetball G love . 

(Left or Ri gh t ) 

Size: ( ) S, ( ) M, ) L, ) X-L. 

Make che cks payable to : IRA 

Name .... ..... ....... ...... .. .... ....... .... .... ..... ...... .... .............. ..... ...... . 

Address ..... ............. .... ......... ......... . .......... ...... ....... ...... ..... .... . 

City ... ............ ......... ...... State ......... ..... Zip Code .. ....... .... . 
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We Stand Corrected 

D ear Chuck , 
The late t is ue of R acq11etball was even better th an the 

fir t. It had nothing to do wi th the fact th at my name was 
mentioned ,;even time . 

eriou ly , I have been fortunate enough to play in both 
National Tenn i and Squash C hamp ion sh ip , and I have 
nev er seen better cover age or photogr aphy than R acq 11etba ll. 
You and your staff are to be commended . 

Howe ver , there are a few mi stakes in the magazine . 
I. In the Nitt any Lion Open I did not eat a minimum of 

12 cookies before each match. It wa s only 11. 
2. Tom Sweeney aid I definitely wa not the mo t beaut i­

ful per on in the tourne y. Well , I didn't mind fini hing econd 
behind Tom . 

3. Abo . Ron Ruben tein did beat me badly in C leve land 
in 1971. BUT- the core were 21-14, 21-5. not 21-5. 21-3 
as lated in January Ra cqu e tb a ll. 

4. It wa also tated th at in my match again t Steve Serot 
in th e Nation al Invit ation al that I wa too tired to even talk . 
Someone said th at "h e 's 11e\ler too tired to talk . " Not true!! 
On January 2, ·1957 I ar riv ed home at 5 in the morning. 
I wa too tired to talk . P.S. ( I did manage two whi per ) 

5. It wa s al o state d th at Brumfield and Muehlei en had 
never lot a doubl e match. NOT T RU E!! In the fir t IRA 
double the y lo st to Mike Anzalone and Angelo Vecchio 
of C leve land. 

In clo ing , I am only happy and thrill ed that I wa involved 
in thi gre at game. I think the A . ociation , Bob Kendler , 
C hu ck Leve , and everyone el e are doing a great job. By 
the way Chuck , can you end me $400 .00 for the I RS ? 

No More Massages 

Dear Mr. Kendler : 

THE GAR 
Buffalo , NY 

I appreciated the fir t copy of your magazi ne . I thought you 
might like a few thought s. 

As a pl ayer, I would like to see more discus sion on tech­
nique. conditioning and trateg y and less on the ego massag­
ing of ome of the country's top players. Th ere are many rac­
qu etb all enthusiasts who enjoy the game but don·t have th e 
tim e. or in some cases th e abi lity , for th e erie of tourn a­
ment s. I would think that you might like to broaden th e app eal 
of your magaz ine. 

As far as I could see, there was little discussion of tech­
niques in the first issue, I hope to see thi s changed in your sub­
sequent issues. 

GARY W. GREEN 
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Price Too High ? 

Dear Chuck : 
1 n lookin g at the upcoming divi ion als. 1 eriously question 

whether we are moving in the right direction. 
The way I see it, the divi sional hould erve two functions: 

fir t , to qualify players for the Intern at iona ls: and second, 
to encourage racquetball tourn ament pl ay in that section of 
the country by providing a tournament close to most player s. 
We 're tr y ing to intere st people in our game and encourage 
them to get involved. 

I fail to ee how rai ing the entry fee to$ 12($24 if playing 
both ingle and double ) doe thi . we·re encour aging on ly 
the wealthy and/or very dedicated . We have a number of 
yo ung (20-25 year olds ) deve lop ing players who have limited 
financi al mean . While the y reali ze th ey will only improve 
through increased competition , the thought of paying $12-24 
only on the entry fee em it th e re pon e: forget it. With 
on ly open competitio n th ey know the y don ' t have a prayer 
of playing very long. 

I doubt tha t the idea of nashy trophic or a big banquet 
appeals to th em sig nific antl y. The y' re intere ted in playing 
racque tb all. If lowering the entr y fee mean cutting dow n 
on the above, fine. Let' encourage our pl ayer rath er th an 
CUI them off . 

Sonn y Who ? 

D ear C huc k , 

THOMAS D. McKIE 
Stillwater, OK 

Jut received the In augura l I ue of"Racquetball' ' : I beg 
to diff er with Sonny Marcu regarding hi s rank ing in th e 

l ate of Florida . 
True , he may be numb er 3 thr oug h 10, but he never made 

it 10 the final in the State Tournam ent , held in C learwater , 
October 13th . through 15th . 

teve Walker of C learwater pl aye d Hu gh Durh am from 
Tall ahas ee. w ith Ste ve being num ber one . 

M ay I ugge t Mr . M arc u come out of ret ire ment. 

Agreed! 

De ar Mr . Leve : 

BRIGITTE HO 
Clearwater, FL 

A a neoph yte to racquetb all , I find yo ur new public ation 
mo I intere stin g e pecially th e in tructional ene s by C har lie 
Brumfield. H owever, would you not agree with me th at the 
erie would be even better if Mr . Brumfield wou ld have 

i llu tration with the series? A picture of the proper grip 
would have been mo t valuab le . We really didn't need a 
picture of Mr . Brumfield on th at page since his pi c tur e can 
be found in nine other place s in the January i ue . 

M ay I mak e another ugge tion which your reader might 
appreciate . I have looked everywhere for book on racquet ­
ball , but to no avail. Perh ap yo ur magaz ine could print 
a Ii t of book avail ab le and where to buy them. The A socia ­
tion may even wish to ell th em to it member a a matt er 
of convenience ... not to mention profit. 

STANLEY W. PUGH, O. D. 
Tacoma, WA 

RACQUETBALL 



Peanut Butter Shot? 

Dear Mr. Leve, 
We are playing racquetball at Berea College with great 

vigor. Led by master player Mr. Wilson Evan s (father to 
Bill Ev ans) we have bi-monthly tourneys arranged for staff, 
alumni , students, and friends , either double s and/or singles. 

One phrase gaining popularity around Berea's court s is 
the " peanut butter" shot - or rather one that has a bit 
of "s kippy " to it. 

With various staff members such as Leigh Jone s, Elvin 
Combs, and Wilson Evans promoting the sport on Berea 's 
two court s we find our facility and equipment bein g stra ined 
by abundant use. 

RACQUETBALL is being read here in Berea , Kentucky 
by many. Please keep up the fine work . 

Look Him Up 

Dear C huck: 

ROBERT PEARSON , Chairman 
Health and Physical Education 

I ju s t w anted to ex pre s, through RA CQUET BALL 
magazine , my th anks to Mr. Dick First of Mi ami , Florid a. 
On a recent short vac ation there , my old friend Sonny M arcus 
took me to Dick 's office, where Dick had installed a racquet­
ball court , sauna and locker area. There were a bevvy of 
pla ye r s aro und and I got in some nice workout . 

I wa s not alone amon g th e welcome guest s, as I under -
tand Bob Yellin from New Br itain , Connect icut also found 

hi s way to Di ck ' s cour t. Dick keep s gym shoes, short s, 
shirt s and other equipment of all sizes for any out of towner s 
who happen by . 

So , once again, to Sonny and Dick , th ank . 

European Racquetball 

D ear huck . 

SAM CARL 
Chicago, IL 

I ju t wa nt ed to dro p yo u a few line as to th e racqu etb all 
happeni ng her e in Ge rm any . As yo u prob ab ly kn ow our 
A ir Force Spo rt s Progra m is quite large . e pecia ll y in ove r-
eas area uc h a E uro pe and the Far Eas t. H ere in Europe 

we have thr ee Spons Co nf erences wi th approxi mat ely 10 
Bases rep resentin g eac h conference . Eac h co nference has 
a yea rly program co nsistin g of about 20 var it y port : th at 
is. team repre entin g eac h Base o r In stall ati on. The spo rt s 
range fro m foo tball to wre tlin g and many o th er ports , such 
a socce r . that are no t offered in many places in the United 
State . 

Thi s year ou r co n ference Dire c to r . Mr . Bu z Be nn ett . 
add ed Racqu etb all tot he ontin en tal Spo rt Co n fcr encc pro­
gra m. Th e int e re t in racq uetba ll has been un beli evab le ove r 
the past few yea r . On our small Base alo ne we have tw o 
ind oo r four wa ll co urt and alm o t 150 playe rs o n ba ·c. I 
und er. tand th at it i equa ll y popu lar o n th e o th er ba~e 
throu ghout Eur ope. 

W e had eig ht base enter th e racq uetball pilot progra m. 
Eac h team co n ist s o f fo ur to eight of ih eir in~tallaii on~ top 
players . Eac h matc h con ists o f four singles and tw o double s 
matches . w ith th e be ·1 tw o out o f th ree game:. played per 
matc h . The w inn er i · delc rmin ed by th e learn win :ii ng the 
mo!>t matc he . If bo th team s arc tied in num be r of malchc :,, 
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won then ti1e determining factor is the number of games 
won . If both team s are also tied in number of games won 
then the tot al number of point s scored by each team will 
determine the winner. The competition has been tough and 
result s outstanding. 

Th ank s for all yo u and your fine magazi ne have done in 
creating intere st and exp anding the sport of racquetball. 

We are hosting at our base ( Hahn AB. Germany) the 197J 
Continental Spor t Conference and U nited State s Air Force 
in Europe C hamp io nship s 26 April - 5 May 73. Ha there 
been any rul e changes for 1973? If so would it be ask ing 
too much to end them to us or any other inform ati on that 
might be helpful. 

JOHN C. PRIVETT 
TSGT . USAF 

Athletic Director 
H ahn AB. G erm any 

Chabot Show 

De ar Mr . Leve : 
Fou r racquetball enthusi a ts dro ve a hundred mile s 10 the 

l'vlonterey Peninsula to give a two hou r demon s1ra1ion on 
th e fine poi111 and the fund amenl als of th e game 10 our 
men's club. 

We have ju sl begun play ing racquetb all and now our local 
sports hop are o ld out of racq uei s and ball . 

It wa grea t to waic h good ath letes perform ,yell and enj oy 
wh at the y were do ing . 

Fo rt y- seven of us had the pleasure o f !heir compa ny and 
the ir in t ructio n. 

I a ked th em what I co uld do for them in return for !heir 
drive and efforts . Th e ir an w er wa : -- w rit e to C har le y 
L eve .. . 

To: Keith Calkins , Bill Dunn , L en Stream , and Bill Thur­
man: it wa s a fanta sli c ex peri ence and we can not thank 
them enough. 

It seem s !h at my !h ank s should al ·o go 10 yo u. 
Thank yo u. 

THO I ASC. WHITEIII 
Montere y. CA 

SIGN UP A RACQUETBALL BUDDY! 

D S3 for 1973 0 $7 for 1973 -75 

Nome -- -- - -· -

Addrou ---- ·-- ·-- _ ___ -·--- - - ···· - ·- --- - -·-

Ci ty ---- ·---- - - -- --· ------------ . -· - -- - -

Stato -- ·- - ---- - --- Zip Code _ _ _ 

Send ch e ck or money ordor to: 

IRA, 4101 Dempste r St ., Skoklo, Ill. 60076 
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By MORT LEVE 

Bill People s carried the U niver s ity of Mo ntana team to 
the USHA Na tion a l Int erco llegiate champ ion s hip s. pi ling 
up the deci ive point s in wi nnin g the A s ingle s over Jeff 
Barne ~. University of Te xas. l.~-21. 2 1-10. 2 1-18. Tex as . 
team w inn er in eight of th e las t ten nat ion a ls . fini shed second 
10 Mon tan a. :!0-17. Lake Fore st Co llege wound up third 
wi th 1--l points . It wa s a big win for the young ster s from 
the Big Sky countr y and their coach . Jud He athcote . The 
champ ions hip s were held a t the I I-court (incl ude s the a ll­
ple xiglas s ~pectator court) Univer s ity o f Tenne ss ee facilit y 
in Kno xville . 

The Kno xville Handball A sso c iation is maki ng a firm bid 
for the 197--l U SHA open national s with play 10 be hel d 
al the univer s ity . 

In co nnection wi th tho se ·7--1 o pen national s we plan a 
c hange in formal of our interc o llegiale s . We would have two 
··super·· divi s ional - We s t a nd Eas t. pre ce ded by strateg i­
cally ::,ited regional s . and then ha ve th e winner s of the div i­
sional s . a nd perhap s the runner sup . come into Knox ville 
10 pla y ii o!T the last tw o da ys of the big show . Th is wou ld 
give the collegiate s a chance to win a tr ip 10 th e fina le and 
a l ·o see the semi ::, and fina ls o f th e nati o nal s . U niver sity 
of Colorado would be an idea l locale for the West super 
as they have just opened their marvelou s sport s comp lex 
that includes ten courts . with two s ide by -;ide cou 11s with 
o ne side wall each of glas!> and back wal l of g la ss . Three 
oth er cou rts hav e back wa ll glass and ii is no doubt the 
fine st battery of gallery co urt s 10 be found an ywhere . 

Memphi s Stale Uni versit y wi ll hos t th e Ea st super al 
another of the nalion· s be st fac ilitie s . Lige T urman is the 
man in motion for us th e re. 

With 10--l omcial entrie s a l Kno x ville we hit a new high. 
There were 12 team s entered (team cons ists of A s ingle s. 
B s ingle s and a do uble s) . and J5 indi v idu al sc hool s . Previou s 
high wa s 89. Dr . Ben Plotni cki w as ho st c ha irman . ably 
a ss isted by hi s son . John . who cam e in from his graduate 
stud ies at Colorado State U . 10 ser ve a s floor manager . 

Respon se ha s been ver y good for th e March 23-25 N a t iona l 
Court C lub s Association seminar-meeting at the Chicago 
Marrio11. Fee i $25 for C ourt C lub owner-m a nage rs wh ich 
give s them omcia l member hip in th e A ss ociation and one 
repre sen tative fee 10 th e confab . and $ 10 for individu als . 
I f this maga z ine reach es intere sted parti es pr ior to the 
weekend dates late-hour re se rvat ion s can be made by calling: 
Mort Le ve . Area Code 312 . 673 4000. 

Sorry to report that our good friend and ··Coach of the 
Generation " Bob David son suffered another stroke in Miami 
Beach a nd is now on the s low mend. Bob. our national junior 
chairman. expects to bounce back as he did sev e ral year s 
ago. 

With thr ee succe ·s ive trips 10 Chattanooga . Kno x ville , 
a nd Austin . 1 ·m sure to wind up with a·· Y'all .. . pardner" . 
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The second USHA Nati ona l Invitation a l Mas ter s. (over 40) 
Golden Ma s ter s. (over 50) AND - SUPER G olden Ma s­
ter s. (o ver 60!) s ingles was ev en mo re succ e ss full y hos ted 
at th e Chatt a no oga Y by Ed Ellett . Coye l Rickett s . Joe Tim­
ber lake & C o. 

T o m S cho e ndorf . th e a mi ab le a n d m os t t a len t e d 
··young s ter " from Milw auk ee. ca me through in the o ver---10 
bra c ket. bea t ing A tla nta ' s J oe Sa lo me. Ph il E lb er t. C hicago . 
vacated the crown as he was unable to defend beca use of a 
healing arm problem . 

Juli e Rothm an . Far Roc ka way. N.Y . . wi th th e you thful 
whi p a rm . be a t his open Mas te rs do ub le s p a rtn e r . Bill y 
G luck . in th e ov er -50. Th is wa s ano the r va cate d th ro ne as 
Bill Fei vou . Lo s An ge les . was not pres ent. 

And. in ou r ne w ·· ba by " , tha t age les s a nd ta lent ed George 
Bro te markle wo n the 0v er- 60 tha t had a ve ry enc o ur ag ing 
1--l entran ts . George be a t Joe A rdit o o f th e na tiona l o ffice 
staff. Th e two had split ga me~ a nd at the s ta rt of the third 
ga me Joe pu lled a shoulder mu scle a nd had to de fau lt. 

A lex Gu e rry of Ch a tt anooga. on e of the lead e rs of na tio na l 
amateur tenni s. a nd himsel f bo th a handb all and racq ue tba ll 
buff . has be en a pio nee r o f tenni s' age brac ke tin g th at s pira ls 
up lo age 75 . and he prodd ed us 10 inc lude th e o ver -60. 
It wa s mo re or Je s an experim enta l co mpe t iti o n and it was 
JOOt;r succe ss ful. And . don·1 let an yo ne te ll yo u th at the 
weeke nd schedule is too to ugh for th es e vet era ns . Th ey I hriv e 
o n it. 

And . lei us · ·make o ne th ing perfe c tl y cle a r" . .. A L L 
the se gr ea t o l' g uys playe d off the ir third p lac e matche s -
with vim. vigo r and a ll-o ut e ffo rt. 

In th e pla nn ing sta ges . . . ca ll from C a rl Porter . T ucson 
spor ts ed ito r ... e ight court c lub . 10 co urt s pla nn ed lo r 
Au burn Uni ve rs ity . .. five mo re co urt s bei ng ad d ed 10 the 
thr ee at th e A uror a YMC A (ha · the full gla ss s ide and ba ck 
wa lled coun tha t wa s the site of t he 1958 · ·wo rld se r ies of 
handball" fina ls . 

* * * 

Flash! Fl as h! Fla sh! Str a ight from the now-in-pro gre ss 
U .S . H .A . National s at pre ss time. The I 974 ed ition of Hand­
ball's fine st to urn ament , will be a t th e Univer s ity of Tenne s­
see in Knoxville , Ma rch 9- 16, 1974. 

The Tennes see organization did a b ang-up job with the In­
ter-co llegiates and a lso show ed they ca n handle a N at ional s 
wi th the 1972 N ation al Paddleb all Ch a mpion ship s ho s ted at 
UT a nd very succe ssfu lly. 

The U niver s ity has 11 courts including a spect acul a r exhi­
bition /ch ampion ship cour t with glas s from floor to ceilin g on 
three walls . Seating at the glass court is over 600 , makin g for 
a truly exciting feature . 

Latest results from Tex as and the curren t Nationals: Q uar­
ter-final round: Singer over defending ch amp Fred Lewis : 
Muck over Graybill; Aug ust over Rus so ; and Paul Haber , at ­
tempting an unexpected comeback bid , over Pfeifer. Semi 's 
results: Muck over H aber , Augu st over Singer. Get all the 
info in th e April issue of HANDBALL. 
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A NEW TIGER IS BOIi 
New Racquetball Racque 

By Champion 
The new Champion Tiger racquet 
racquet is constructed in one p 
from a special nylon compound. I 
durable and light. Twisted nyl6n 
strings offer extra wear. And the no­
slip rubberized grip and nylon wri 
thong offer a more secure feel. By 
the same company who makes the 
great Champion Super Tiger hand­
bal I glove and the popular new 
racquet glove. 
Ask a Champion Representative or 
write or cal I. 



Another Angel Joins the Team. 

"Angel" may not be just the right word, but I can't 
think of anything more appropriate to call a man who 
volunteers to sponsor a worthwhile cause. In show 
business, being an angel implies glory and money. In 
the racquetball business ·, it implies philanthropy and 
support. Bud Leach just became racquetball's angel. 

Unless you were around when we started and the 
going was rough, you will never know why we revere 
our angels. In handball, we started with that wonderful 
president of Spalding, Ed Parker, who made it possi­
ble for handball to survive. Then along came Don 
Strong, vice-president of Seamless, who was another 
priceless benefactor. John Fabry, president of Saranac 
Gloves, added his name to the list of illustrious men 
who give and give and give-even if there is some 
conflict with their business yield . They are a peculiar 
breed of men who live by the philosophy that it is 
not what we take up, but what we give up, that makes 
us rich. 

Bud Leach just gave up a substantial part of his 
income to help us make racquetball a bigger , better 
game. He very well could have taken a selfish course 
and ignored the fact that a major portion of our income 
is derived from the sale of endorsed products, and 
racquets are a major product. Now you will understand 
when we begin urging you to buy Leach racquets -
not only because Bud has given us an outstanding rac­
quet, but also because he is plowing back into the sport 
some of his harvest. ' 

Please forgive me, Bud, for telling the players what 
I think of you. To start with, you are tremeridously 
dynamic. You are tough, exacting, an9 very creative. 
I think you w}ll be wonderful for us becaw,e you already 
have been wonderful for the players. When I look at 
the record and see the large number of players you 
send to tournaments, how you made one improvement 
after another in your equipment, I feel you will be 
a blessing to all of us. I hope you'll continue to come 
up with more ideas, new products, and broader mar­
kets, and you are just the guy who can! We'll try to 
keep up with you, and I am confident racquetball will 
be immeasurably benefitted. 

Frankly, I think this is the beginning of a meaningful 
relationship. With your inventive genius, there are 
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many areas we can explore together for the mutual 
interest of all racquetball players. Who knows? With 
your dedication, we might plant racquetball in every 
land, and finally in the Olympics. 

Players everywhere should know that you have now 
made it possible for us to hold finer tournaments, con­
duct important seminars, print more instructional arti­
cles and send players to championships who couldn't 
make it otheiwise. Isn't it good to know that God 
has blessed someone else . through us? That the best 
way to do good to ourselves is to do it to others? That 
the right way to gather is to scatter? 

You know all this or you wouldn't have joined our 
team. Leach Industries deserves every bit of the 
players' business. In handball we say, "The United 
States Handball Association is supported by your 
purchase of Ace products." To this we now add, "The 
International Racquetball Association is supported by 
your purchase of Leach products." Thank you sin­
cerely, Bud, we needed you. We hope you need us. 
I pray our players will realize how important you are 
to us, and never buy a racquet that is not sponsored 
by our Association and manufactured by you. 

We ought to tell the players how carefully we test 
the racquets we sponsor. They should know that we 
are not only interested in income, we are more 
interested in improving the play. That's why we came 
to you, Bud. You knew more about racquetball players 
and racquetball play than any other manufacturer . I 
suppose that's because you were smart enough to sur­
round yourself with players like Charlie Brumfield, 
Steve Keeley, Mike Zeitman, and Jan Campbell. That 
was the smartest thing you ever did. If you want to 
know about racquetball, talk to racquetball players. 
The hell with the geniuses! Just listen i:o the men 
in the trenches. And that's WQ.at you did. 

May I leave you with one thought, Bud? You are 
going to be a great man, if you aren't already. You 
are going to have the loyalty of every player in racquet­
ball. Not because you're so intelligent, not because 
you're so good-looking, or because you have a lot of 
moxie - it's because you extended your hand in giving, 
and thus it is that your hand is out, open, and prepared 
to receive. Bless you, Bud! 

BOB KENDLER 




