Vol. 7 No. 5
May, 1979
$1.50

Rac«i‘i'i“' tb

+NEW GAME FOR
CATHY LEE
CROSBY

NOSTAVHW

JAY SVIIA 2041

a ZL—‘n'u'\C v WYTIITM

112ES M

SEPPCIEE W S S T

Nl -

ofq l”‘ti S (
INSTRUCfI'
e Brumfiel
Dissects
Power
eHow to Ad] }
To Eyeguar A
e Beginners’
Drills

eDAD’S DAY
GIFTS

eSTYLES FROM
SPORTSWEAR
GIANT

eFULL INFO
ON NATIONALS




A ——

Vol. 7 No. 5
May, 1979
$1.50

Racauonal tb a]l

W GAME FOR !
ATHY LEE e
cnosav 2
o h
d {j ‘-i‘h'w;i

..... i 9 -_—

G918% ' * £ 4
: HNnv | -
-V=-y 5dTJN9H3 135
NHVH NNA7
SLE{CQC

. >
&E;
11 PAGES OF
INSTRUCTION
e Brumfielc
Dissects
Power
eHow to Adjt
To Eyoguar
eBeginners’
Drills

eDAD’S DAY
GIFTS

eSTYLES FROM
SPORTSWEAR
GIANT

eFULL INFO
ON NATIONA,



Ektelon’s new Jennifer
Harding racquet is designed
to fit a woman's hand...and
her game.

It's 25 grams lighter and
15 inch shorter than our
smallest men's racquet,
so it swings faster and
maneuvers easier. There are
four handle sizes to choose
from, including Extra Small
and the new Super Small
(3 Yhe").

As in all Ektelon racquet
the aluminum frame extend
to the end of the handle for
strength and is tapered for
lightness and better balance.

The Jennifer Harding
carries a two-year racquet
frame and ninety-day string
warranty.

The Jennifer Harding. ..
only for women, only from
Ektelon.

Jenniter Harding= -Fi All Ektelon racquets
NRC Na J Pt ] R are manufactured in
Champigns J San Diego, CA.

is & tradémark

Champion. Member Ektelon The Most Recommended
Professional Advisory Staff. Racquet in Racquetball®

e ,



shoot it.servc it ® pass it g
belt it @ splash it @ whack it &
slap it @ dunk |t.bouncc it@
freeze it .spln it @ creamit @
chop it @ wet it @ dribble it .
lob it @ hit it ® ace it @ loftit @
hang it @ clobber it @ bang it @
centerit @ spikeit @ killit @
smashit.hookit.bootité
buvn.Seamco

AMCO SPORTING GOODS GE, GEORGIA 30240
FOR MOR FOR




Wilson by Bara
Racguetball Shoes
at The Athletes |/
Foot stores

Match Five —
w/red signature

You have everything going
for you: Light, high traction
Polyair® soles that give you a true

NoO one knows grip for precision starts and stops . .
the athlete's foot like turn-on-a-dime pivots. Lasting 100% nylon super
ill uppers. Fully "skin-fit" tricot lining, padded tongue, collar and arch.

Official shoe of the U.S. Racquetball and Handball Association

THE ATHLETE'S FOOT stores are happy to recommend The Poly Match Five
foryouirtoughest-matches. ‘Come in and try them on. OUr trained specialists
will help-you with the right fit and answer all your questions

right'down 1o the smallest detail

272 stores...nationwide
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STRONGWALL

THE ONLY OFFICIAL COURT SURFACE
OF THE U.S. RACQUETBALL ASSOCIATION
AND THE U.S. HANDBALL AQSOCIATION.

HERE’S WHY:

Masonry or metal stud walls
for unsurpassed structural

, den and
overal siabinty”

*NEW WHITE PIGMENT = |

IMPREGNATED STRONGWALL
BASE (applies to walls only)

..z:mm

a vmuaﬂy Jndoﬂmcﬂbh mono-
lithic playing surface

Ma elite: tho ldul court floor. Fast, but
un Ircuahloned for player comfort. Uni-
ok form ball bounce and sound of impact. Fire-

: resistant. Cannot warp or buckle, even if
s eu to olean Fire- flooded with water. Available in a wide variety
for indoor or outdoor of colors.

* For outdoor courts base pigmentation is beige.
pecialty surfaces since 1938. We know what it takes to be best. Call or write today.

S'I'RONGWAI.I. SYSTEMS, INC. USHA

299 Forest Avenue,
Paramus, New Jersey 07652 + (201) 262-5414

Immediate delivery and fast, professional installation by our own coast-to-coast network of dealer/installers.




THE ONLY WAY TO BEAT A KILLSHOT IS TO WEAR ONE.

We built our new racquetball shoe to
help you make more killshots more often.

So we named it the Killshot.

It's designed to improve two things
on the racquetball court: Comfort and
performance.

The open toe design gives more
room and comfort to your forefoot.

The mesh uppers let your feet
breathe naturally.

Insoles are made from leather for
increased durability.

And the wrap around cup rubber sole
gives you extra traction for quick lateral
moves.

It's a lightweight, tough shoe
that'll last a long time. And help
make sure you're making the Vol Headauartels

killshots. 8285 SW Nimbus Ave., Suite 115
Instead of diving for 'em. Beaverton, Oregon 97005







ONLY SEAMCO HAS THE
OFFICIAL BALLS
FORTHENRC ¢

AND USRA

That's a Fact.

Seamco’s racquetballs are the official ball of you can buy, Buy a can. Play Seamco. Where
the National Racquetball Club and the United  the actioniis . . .
States Racquetball Association. It's on the ball. Available at better pro shops. clubs and
No other ball anywhere can claim this sporfing goods dealers everywhere. No other
distinction, manufacturer can claim this distinction

As the Official Ball, it's the best ball. The best
In round, bounce, stress and wear. The bestball  IF IT BOUNCES SEAMCO MAKESIT .. . OFFICIAL!

SEARMCO

Seamco Sporfing Goods Company, Division of Do Industries, Inc.. 1567 Forrest Ave., La Grange, Georgia 30240
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With Saranac’s R-70 PRO

Turn to the PRO for a sure grip on your
game.

Saranac's R-70 PRO racquetball glove is
acclaimed as America’s finest . . . “the
choice of the pros!” Crafted from
Saranac's hand-selected native deer-
skin, the R-70 is naturally light and tacky;
designed with a snug-fitting elastic and
adjustable Velcro closure for total com-
fort and support.

The PRO is available in seven vibrant
colors and sized for men and for
women—in the new Lady Saranac
series. Be on top of the action with
Saranac!

Saranac

SARANAC GLOVE COMPANY
PO. BOX 786, GREEN BAY, WISCONSIN 54305
PHONE: 414/435-3737




All tapes also available in 2" Sony

Bata Max

30 Minute 3/," Color Video Tape
Cassette . . . $100 (incl. tax & ship.)
Study selected shots in slow mo-
tion and the highlights of the Men’'s

uarter Finals, Semi-Finals and

inal Matches. And Women'’s
Finals, of course! Sound & Voice-
Over commentary.

10 Minute 3" Color Video Tape
Cassette. . . $50 (incl. tax & ship.)
Outstanding scenes promoting the
77 Nationals. Sound & Voice-Over
commentary.

90 Minute 3/;” Color Video Tape
Cassette. . . $175 (incl. tax & ship.)
Men's Final Match—complete!
Actual contest soundtrack.

All orders C.0.D.

WE'VE CAPTURED

ALL THE COLOR |
AND ACTION...
of the ’77 U.S.R.A. National
Racquetball Championships

.+ « Now It’s Available To You
On Video Tape Cassettes

IDEAL FOR CLUBS, PLAYERS

AND ENTHUSIASTS...

Taped jrom 3 different angles,
affording the best views of the action.
Slow motion and instant replay also!

y

To order, eall or write:
Dennis Alexander (714) 298-9321

Atlas Health Club

901 Hotel Circle South, San Diego, California 92138



Get the best shoes,the best racquet,
and practlce, practice, practlce.

nifer wear Lo
titi










Feature

Ready to Compete Agam

This Time It's
Racquetball for

Cathy Lee Crosby

16 MAY

by Nick Longhurst

When actress Cathy Lee Crosby grew
up in California, she started playing
tennis atan early age, and she entered
her first tournament when she was only
13.

Now her competitive tennis career is
over, put to one side by a heavy
commitment of film work. But she still
finds time for her new sport —
racquetball — and she plans to enter
her first tournament very shortly.

Cathy, who was ranked in the top ten
tennis players in America in the mid
sixties, first started playing racquetball
three years ago. She played with a
friend who hauled her down to a court
near her home in West Los Angeles for
a quick workout game.

“It was great. | knew that | could get
back some of my old competitiveness
again,” she explained to National
Racquetball.

Cathy Lee, who recently starred in the
movie “Coach," in which she plays the
female coach of an all male basketball
team, enjoys sports. For her athletics
are the best way to stay in shape.

And she was recently in front of the
television cameras again —this timein
a pilot for a celebrity racquetball series
which pitted her against boxer Ken
Norton.

“This way | get to combine work and
pleasure,” she says.

Prior to the racquetball show she had
been receiving some coaching at the
capable hands of Jennifer Harding, the
number two ranked women's
professional.

“I began to realize that there was a lot
more to racquetball than meets the
eye. | suppose before that | had the



typical tennis player's view of
racquetball, that it didn't take as much
skill — but demanded a lot more
physically.

“Under Jennifer's tutelage | began to
realize that there was a lot more to it
than just bashing a ball around in a
little room."”

Cathy Lee, who now plays two or three
times a week, stopped competing in
tennis tournaments six years ago.

“l had played nine competitive years of
tennis, and it was enough for me. Now
| would play more racquetball, but it is
still hard to find courts where | am
filming. | had been working in Canada
and Europe and there | was unable to
find anything. In one place the only
way we could getto play a game while

The author does a little on court research
for his cover story.

on location was to talk the local
American military into letting us use
their facilities.”

Cathy plays a lot of racquetball
because she loves the speed of the
game and her long years of playing
other racquet sports have given her a
good eye hand coordination.

“There is nothing to beat that feeling
that after an hour on the court you are
really sweaty and have done your
body a great deal of good. And | like to
be competitive. I'm looking around for
agood C class tournamenttoenter . ..
| just want to see how

good | am.” @

NATIONAL RACQUETBALL
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THE

GETINTHES

IFETIMER

nlamazing new aid that can only help
fo improve your game.
The grip recommended

by the United States
Racquetball Association

........--..-----------+--.'.'..'..'--..------......-----..

ING WITH THE LIFETIMER
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Women In

Racquet

Rita Hoff thinks any racquetball pro
is good enough to adjust to
eyeguards for the good of the sport.

Hoff, runner-up at the February
Coors Racquetball Classic, is one of
the women pros who agrees with the
men that making eyeguards
mandatory for professional meets is
a worthy and workable idea.
National Racquetball Editor Chuck
Leve described the men pros’ vote
for eyeguards last month in his
“22nd Point” editorial.

“We're the models," Hoff says,
“what we do the amateurs want to
do —and though I'd rather see pros
wear eyeguards on their own, |
wouldn't mind if they were
mandatory." Hoff has been wearing
eyeguards for the past year and a
half since a racquetball hit her in the
eye.

Linda Prefontaine, the year's
strongest new contender in the
women's pro ranks, concurs that “it
would be better if it were the pros’
decision," but she wouldn't object to
the mandatory rule for pros if that
would set the example for the

amateurs. Prefontaine plans to buy
herself a pair of safety lenses with
safety frames because ‘the plastic
inmy regular glasses could breakin
chunks if it were hit."

Number one women's pro, Shannon
Wright, is another player who would
go along gladly with the mandatory
rule, though she’s worn eyeguards
“on and off, and not right now."
Wright was the only woman to bring
up the appearance factor that
bothered the men. “They're awfully
ugly,” Wright says, “but if we save
one person’s eyes, the ugliness can
be overlooked."

Other pros on eyeguards:

Sally Murphy: “Ifthe NRC passes it,
it would show they care."

Jean Sauser: "It should be
mandatory even if some pros think
they have so much control, they'd
never be hit by a ball.”

Sarah Green: “You know you
should wear them, but they're a
hassle you don't want to fool with. If
you have to, you will."

Linda
Prefontaine

S0j0Yd ARYS Syl
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Visions of Jaws Make Her Superstar
Kathy Williams Takes Third in TV Competition

Racquetball's Kathy Williams is 1979 Women's Superstars swim champion ... ... . ... ... second best rower.

-Peter 5. Mecca photos

“l had to put my head down and
pretend Jaws Two was behind me,”
Kathy Williams told millions of
people watching “The Women
Superstars” on ABC network
television Sunday afternoon, Feb.
25.

Williams, who's been playing
racquetball since 1971, had just won
the swimming race, one of seven
events she entered against 13 other
women competitors billed by ABC
Sports as some of “America’s most
gifted women athletes.”

Currently ranked among the top 12
women racquetball players Williams
won $18,700 from this fifth annual
Women's Superstars by
accumulating 29 points at $300
each for $8,700 and a $10,000
bonus for her third place overall
finish. She came in second in
rowing, third in bowling, third in the
obstacle course (with a five second
penalty for knocking down a bar —
“It came up too quick’') and fourth in
the 60 yard dash and the half mile
bicycle race. She took a seventh in
basketball shooting, making that the
only event that didn't earn her
points.

40 MAY













Who'’s Playing Racquetball?

Donna Heitjan:

Auto Industry Trailblazer

“So far I've managed to get through
24 years without a schedule,” says
Donna Esch Heitjan. "But | think my
time has come.”

And she may well be right.

For Donna working the night shift at
General Motors’ Fisher Body plant
in a Detroit suburb is no new
experience. And neither is playing
racquetball three or four times a
week. But add a five month old baby,
which means “taking half the house
wherever you go,” and life gets a
little more complicated.

And though her latest avocation has
thus far meant cutting into her
court-time, Donna is determined to
bring the sport back into her life,

. even if it means becoming a
“schedule” person.

For racquetball offers an unusual
relief for Donna. It gives her atime to
be with women. “The guys at work
are great, but if there's one thing |
miss between the baby and my
jobs, it's girlfriends."

As a journeyman toolmaker, Donna
has been "the first” many times
over. “I was the first woman to enter
the apprenticeship program (atage
19), the first to get my card (after
three years and three months), the
first to be granted maternity leave
(six weeks paid), and the first to be
pregnant on the job (which caused
a problem in uniform size).”

Donna gets up at 7 a.m. every
morning with the baby and plays
mother until 2 p.m. She then drops
off baby at grandmother's and works
the 3:24 to 11:54 shift making
checking fixtures for car windows.

Her Wednesday court date with a
friend at Midtown Court Club in
Madison Heights, Ml is a highlight of
her week.

“lIwas needing friendship so badly |
convinced Fisher to put me on the
day shift for a few months,” she
CEVER

Donna is no novice to the sport. "/
started playing doubles in 1975
after getting tired of watching my

= Detroft Free Press photo by Hugh Grannum

husband,” she recalls. I talked a
couple of my friends into playing
and it wasn't real serious at first.
After ayearor so | decided doubles
were too dangerous. It's since then
that I've grown more competitive."

“Now [ play to win," Donna says.
She has played in several leagues
at Midtown, and though she says
she freezes up in tournaments, this
is something she wants to work out.

If:you know a worman who plays
racquetball. and whose job or hobby
would'make her a 'goodisubject for,
this series, send hername,

address and phone number 1o

Carol Brusslan, National Racquetball;
4101 Dempster, Skokie; IL 60076:

The happy pieces of Donna Esch Heitjan's
life; Her job, her family and a game of
racquetball with her friend,

Penny McCauley.

Donna's pregnancy convinced her
of how integral the sport is to her life.
She played through the fifth month,
and picked up the racquet three
weeks after delivery. '/ was simply
going crazy," she says.

She also sometimes takes lessons
from her husband, a systems
analyst for American Motors and a
racquetball pro at Midtown, and
during her pregnancy she played
with State Champion Irene
Ackerman, who, she says, "knew

where not to hit me." :
—Jennifer Alter

sououd YUIRAELED PF ~




It's perfectly clear. If your
customers can see Eyeguard,they
are more apt to buy it.

So we've taken Eyeguard out of
a bulky box. And placed it in a
highly visible and easily displayable
blister pack (see above).

Just put Eyeguards on the wall

with your rackets. Your customers
can’t miss them. And they take up
no shelf space.
You can see the beauty of that.
For more information, write
or call: Lloyd Distributors,
Calabasas, CA 91302, (213) 999-4330
or (800) 423-5221.









Feature

Catalina
Designs for
Our Game

Sportswear Giant in the Racquet

Okay. So its time to throw away all
those oversized T-shirts and baggy
shorts for success in today's
racquetball world! Mix and mismatch is
out . . . and action sportswear is in.

After being the poor cousin of tennis
racquetball is finally growing up, and
dressing up.

With its seven million participants it
was only a matter of time before the
game attracted the monster
companies who make their living
outfitting sportsmen and women.

And when the first racquetball
professional signed a clothing contract,
the writing was well written on the wall
.. . no longer will racquetball players
supply their wardrobes from thrift
shops and supplies of free publicity
shirts.

Take Catalina, the giant sportswear
company which decided to go
racquetball one year ago. After an

48 MAY

initial line purely for men, Catalina
followed with bright, easy to care for
clothes for both sexes.

And readily recognizable as special for
racquetball.

“We had experienced a flattening out
of the tennis market and when we
looked around, racquetball was the
growing thing,” explains Catalina
Executive June Wylie.

“Instead of fitted waistbands,
Catalina's clothes have an elasticized
top, they are cut to allow lots of
movement and made in materials
which stand up to the wear and tear of
constant washing."”

Pro racquetball has benefited from
Catalina'sinterest, too, for this year the
company sponsored its first pro-am
tournament.

“Our thinking is that we want to put
back into the sport. It helps us and the
players,” Wylie says.

So let's take a look at Catalina — in
action at a racquetball club.




nghurst

First there is the rush player, the man
who gets to the club already dressed
for the game and whose warm-up
consists of 10 practice swings with his
racquet in the parking lot between
getting out of his car and checking in.

Best thing for him is a coordinated
warm-up suit, like the one shown here,
in blue, black and white, made of
polyester/cotton terry and available in
sizes from small to extra large. Cost is
$30 for the jacket and $19 for the
drawstring pants.

Once the check in business is over, the
towels handed out and the court
assigned, it seems pointless to wait
any longer.

Now it is time for her to peel off her
Catalina sweatsuit which comes in
gray and coordinates with the rest of
the Catalina line. The suit is especially
warm and comfortable with its 50
percent Creslan acrylic/50 percent
cotton fleece knit composition. It costs
$56 for the complete ensemble or $36
for the top, $20 for the pants.
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Centurion — New carbon filled composite
construction. Black heat-welded strings, plush
raised-leather grip. 18.5 inches, 250 grams

- -

s

Choose
your weapon.

We make five great racquets, not just one or two.
So more than just getting a choice of responsive

aluminum or composite frames, you get a choice
of strings, grips, weights, and even lengths.

So choose your weapon. Choose a Spalding.

Futura—New metallic brown-
anodized aluminum frame,
Exclusive nylon/stainless
e e - steel impregnated strings.
ey Loy i Rich raised leather grip.
, ' . 18 inches, 260 grams
7l /) ¥ip, “0’/
“?"g:éfl ; ; ;f"{
=y 74 o - ™
?{:ff‘f}; T Top-Flite —
w:?.t ., -y, .?.H Spalding's
T VS heaviest racquet
B 7 Vig s Wy MY T built for power
)Z,J._j’w'\. by s I play and durability.
By My NG i e Expanded teardrop
‘Z.m‘;-f_‘j-.l,-‘_"_"* . & N =iy : head shape with clear
Y /; Ve, ‘ ¥ tournament nylon strings
T4 ,{‘" e : and a top-grade leather grip.
e 18 inches, 285 grams

Smasher— Extra long,
extruded aluminum frame, rugged
steel eyelets, durable twisted
nylon strings, leather grip.
19 inches, 270 grams

) Questor Corp. 1978

Rebel —New nylon/
glass-filled composite,

blue twist nylon strings.

' Raised stitch leather grip.
’ 18.5 inches, 255 grams

WUESTOR





































































BEFORE YOU
INVEST IN
RACQUETBALL

discover how
ou get the
astest dollar
return with CPI's
total package...

® COMPLETE ARCHITECTURAL

SERVICES

® Feasibility plans & costs
for financing

® Preliminary architectural plans

® Complete architectural
& mechanical plans
with specifications

® COMPLETE COURT
PACKAGE:
PANELS, STEEL STUDS, ¢
FLOORING, LIGHTING

® COMPLETE INSTALLATION:
QUALIFIED INSTALLERS &
CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT

® PRE-OPENING MEMBERSHIP
SALES & MARKETING PROGRAMS

® TAX ADVANTAGE CONSULTATION

e CPl's total system includes
’ FIBERESIN high-density 62 Ib./cu. ft.
M recreation court panels.

COURT PLANNERS
l Yes, please send me more information

AND INVESTOR

‘«:A

I on CPI’s total racquetball package. I SERVICES, LTD.
575 Underhill Boulevard

B ooome ] Syosset, New York 11791
(516) 364-9270

I company I

l oddress I

I city state zip l

l phone | ) I

AIL TO: Court Planners & Investor Services, Lid.
InR' |

575 Underhill Blvd,, Syosset, N.Y. 11791
---------------




Tournament Results




Marty Hogan’s 142 mph bullet
seemed to pick up speed in the
mile high Colorado atmosphere
as the champ won another

pro tournament, this one being
the Coors Racquetball Classic
in Arvada, just outside Denver.

Full gallery at the finals watches the diving action from a
Hilecher retrieve while (above) Hogan follows through
with another kill shot.
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Yellen (1.) and Hilecher had superb match
in their quarter-final encounter that
went three games.

Surprise quarter-finalist Jones (partially hidden)
was unable to muster an attack against surprise
quarter-finalist Peck.

82 MAY

But this was the quarter-finals, real life,
and game one was one of the
tournament'’s better battles. Never
more than two or three points
separated the two foes and until
Hilecher made an amazing diving
pinch kill with his backhand to regain
the serve late in the game, it could have
gone either way.

But that one spectacular shot caused
Yellen a momentary break in
concentration, and Hilecher seized the
opening to hit a forehand kill off the
back wall and take the first game
21-19.

Yellen came all the way back in game
two, and on the strength of a key five
point eighth inning boosted a 10-8 lead
to a 15-8 gain which he ran out 21-8.

As he has the knack to do, Hilecher
geared up the big serve in the
tie-breaker taking a 3-2 lead and hitting
five straight points, including three
consecutive aces and taking the
insurmountable 8-2 lead. The final was
11-6.

Men's Pro Results

(First Round): Hogan d. Mondry 21-13, 21-14; Myers d.
McDowell 21-18, 21-14; Chase d. Stephens 21-18, 21-17;
Bledsoe d, Bowman 21-5, 21-15; Koltun d. Lujan 21-9, 12-21,
11-6; Zuckerrman d. Zeitman 21-19, 19-21, 11-10; Fleetwood d.
Thomas 21-13, 21-9; Strandemo d. Bolan 21-5, 21-4; Hilecher d
Meyers 21-4, 21-17: Morrow d. Blackford 18-21, 21-18, 11-6;
Serot d. Schmidtke 21-9, 21-10; Yellen d. Huber 21-11, 21-11;
McCoy d. Flish 21-5, 21-18; Jones d. Hawkins 21-5. 14-21, 11-4
Keeley d. Eggerman 21-11, 20-21, 11-6; Peck d. Wagner 21-12,
21-18.

{Second Round): Hogan d. Myers 2110, 21-17; Bledsoe d
Chase 21-111, 21-7; Koltun d. Zuckerman 21-18, 21-17;
Strandemo d. Fleetwood 21-2, 21-10; Hilecher d. Morrow 21-18,
21-14;Yellend. Serot21-10, 21-9; Jones d. McCoy 21-11, 12-21,
11-8; Peck d. Keeley 21-1, 21-11

(Quarter-finals): Hogan d. Bledsoe 21-17, 21-11; Koltun d.
Strandemo 21-13, 21-8; Hilecher d. Yellen 21-19, 8-21, 11-6;
Peck d. Jones 21-5, 21-15

(Semi-finals): Hogan d. Koltun 21-5, 20-21, 11-7; Hilecher d.
Peck 18-21, 21-13, 11-3

(Finals): Hogan d. Hilecher 21-13, 21-17

National champion
Shannon Wright,
who hasn’t lost a

game since last
September,
continued her

domination of the
women'’s division
of the Colgate Tour,
with a convincing®,
victory in the
Coors Racquetball
Classic Feb. 21-25.

Coors’ George McFadden presents
Wright with her first place check (above),
earned primarily with resounding
forehand kills like this one against Hoff
in the championship match.










The semi-finals found Hoff entirely on
her game, from her blistering serves to
solid kills from both sides. Both Rita
and Linda were surprised to be playing
the other, and this first meeting proved
to be all Hoff.

Rita broke a 5-5 tie in game one to
bounce to a 16-7 advantage, the key
being three consecutive aces for points
13, 14, and 15, a drive right and two
drives left. Prefontaine never
recovered from the onslaught, drawing
to 16-12 as the narrowest margin.

=% - Another newcomer to the semi-finals was
~ Prefontaine, who despite the shoes had a
~ successful tournament.

At 17-12 another ace on a drive deep
into the left corner, spelled the end of
the game and Rita followed quickly with
a pass, a kill and the final ace another
drive left, 21-12.

In the second game Hoff led from start
to finish, using the serve and shoot
style on offensive and an unusually
effective around the wall ball on
defense. She took a 5-0 lead and built it
to 11-3 and 16-8 before Prefontaine
was able to mount a belated comeback
bid. As in game one the closest she
could get was 12-16.

From there two skips sandwiched
around a Hoff kill boosted Rita to within
range at 19-12 and on her third try later
she flat rolled out a forehand winner for
a 21-14 victory.

In the upper bracket Wright and
number four seed Janell Marriott made
it through to the semi-finals, although
other seeded players were not so
fortunate.

Number six, Martha McDonald, found
qualifying Pat Schmidt too tough as the
lithe Milwaukeean outlasted Martha
21-7,19-21, 11-3 for her first trip to the
quarters. Number eight, Jean Sauser,
was another first round casualty,
succumbing to another qualifier,
national amateur champ Alicia Moore
21-13, 13-21, 11-3.

Marriott was impressive en route to
meeting Wright, with whom she has
been working out in recent weeks.
Janell blew out Jan Matthews in the
opening round 21-1, 21-3 and then
showed no mercy on Moore in the
quarters 21-7, 21-5. She seemed
ready for Wright.

But Shannon, having disposed of
Kathy Williams in the first round 21-9,
21-12 and Schmidt 21-9, 21-6 in the
quarters, was more than up for the
task.

The first game of the semi’s found
Shannon as sharp as she could be.
Grabbing an early 7-1 lead she builtit to
15-4 with a series of kills and other
offensive shots that would daze any
opponent.

From there it got better (or worse
depending on your point of view). At
15-5 just for good measure, two
straight aces on drives to the left made
it clear who was in command. The final
21-6 was academic by then in a game
that found Wright making only four
errors.

That certain ability that breaks your
opponent’s back is something that
can't be taught and only the champions
possess it. Wright, probably more than
her male counterpart Hogan, is a
master at devastation.
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All photos of Coors Racquetball Classic at
Court Club North, Arvada, Colorado by Arthur Shay
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