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(Editorial Comments) 

If this is so good, 
\tVhy is it giving me 

a headache? 

I, for one, have never heard of a January/February/March issue of a monthly magazine. 
But , the fact is, without one more combination issue there is no way we were ever going to get 
to a reasonab le schedu le. So, the bad new s is we are sti ll behind and peddling furiously to keep 
from dropping back eve n farther. The good news is--NO!--THE GREAT NEWS IS: Since you 
have been so patient and under sta nding (exc luding the guy from Michigan who told me I could 
use my magazine as a --well neve r mind, that's another story and I still haven't figured out 
quite how to do it) we are go ing to do something totally off the wall. (hard to believe, eh?) 

For every sub crib er, the issues you have rece ived up to now as part of your subscription 
will be considered FREE! Yeah , I couldn't believe it either, but please hear me out. 

Since you hav e put up with delayed production schedu le s, lengthy mail waits, and 
my steriou sly non-appeari ng iss ues, we want to try to make it up to you. '$0, all subscriptions 
will start fres h with th e April issue. That mean s yearly sub scr iptions, no matter when you 
bought the m, will get 12 issues beginning with the April issue. Two year subsc ribers will get 
24 beginning with April. 

I know , it 's a little unorthodox , but it is the only way we could figure out how to get back 
on track and not penalize those who have been so supportiv e and patient. 

We do app reciate our ubscribers and hop e this will help make up for some of the delays 
and problem s that keep popping up. 

Oh yeah, how are we go ing to pay for thi s? We haven ' t exactly figured that part out yet. 

January/February/March 1992 

Steve Quertermous 
Editorial Director 
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(Ed it or ia l Comments) 

life 
' 

the -
' and euerything 

In 1he beg innin g, we didn ' 1 wanl 10 
make a lot of clai m . We ju t wan ted 10 
show yo u wh a t we had in mind, then go 
fro m th ere. Now th at we've s hown yo u 
(and you·ve liked it) we will te ll you a little 
about w here we are goi ng . Mo t of a ll, the 
fu1ur e ho ld s imporia n t in fo rm a t ion, 
presente d with an emp hasis on action and 
per so na lity. Ou r sty le is a bi t laid back, 
often o ut of left fi e ld, so metim es quite 
bizarre. Hang on for the ride! 

Instruction: 
·' Jf I can learn o n e practical 

improv ement whe n J pick up a magazi ne, 
then I know it's wonh a year's sub crip lion 
pri ce ... - Ge ra ld La mb. KILLSHOT 
Sub scrib er 

Every i sue co ntai ns th e wisdom of 
the mo t well- re s p ec ted in s tru c tiona l 
gro ups. 

Ste ve S t randemo s hare s years of 
crutiny and pain st ak in g analy is in a 

fom1at tha1 pre se nts the game as a scie nce; 
no guess work. no grey area s, ju st how to 
capitalize on any sce n a ri o b y rea ll y 
knowing game . Bottom line, you can' t ge t 
there by guessing. Learn what works, what 
doe sn't and why . 

The Dynamic Duo show s you how to 
find the flaw s. Every time you can identify 
a commo n error and then go on to correc 1ly 
reso lv e it , yo ur ga me ge t s better . 
Noticeab ly better. In eve ry aspec t of 1he 
game, the se two show not o nly wh at's 
goi ng wrong, b ut exac tl y how to fix it. 
They don't give you trial and error, they 
g i vc you resu lts. 

America's Most wan ted share with 
yo u for the firs t t ime al l the li ttle 
intricacies of the elite ga me. Th e reality: 
with oversize hightech racquets. everyone 
becom es a potential power player. If you 
have n't learned to hang with the blaster s by 

now, you·d beller try the technique the e 
guys use, before it's too late . 

O the rs drop in o nce in a while too. 
But no matte r who wri tes the article you 
lik e bes t . yo u can't j ust read it a nd ge t 
be tt er . If yo u do read it , un de rs tand it , 
prac ti ce it, 1hcn make it a pa rt of your 
ga me, every game, yo u wil l be be tter. 
Much better. 

The Pros: 
T his is the official magazine of 1hc 

pr os for goo d rca on. The playing publi c 
dese rves 10 know abo ut the eli te player . 
Befo re KILLSHOT , mo t player. co uld 
mime only two or th ree pros . They had no 
co ncept of thei r abili ties. and usua lly sa w 
them only in black and whi te shaki ng han ds 
ove r a trophy . Jn reality. !here are mo re 
pro 's than eve r before turning out a leve l 
o f play week a f1er week that has neve r bee n 
equ aled . Prof ess io nal racq uetball has more 

Tom Clouser 

of a direc t bea ring o n recreati o nal play I 
than is the case with mo st other sport s 
beca use the game is s til l so young. The I 
player at th e profe ional level are at th e 
cu ttin g edge. Their innovations at today· 
pro eve nts are the s tandard techn iq ues of 
tom orrow! Th at' why KILLSHOT give 
you the information and the pictures from 
a ll the stops . and is involved wi th the new 
na tional c able telev i io n broadca I of 
professional events . 

In th e I 970's we p layed cautiou , 
percentage racque tba ll. until a kid named 
Marty Hogan tau ght us that pu hing to the 
limi t an d going for th e thr oat on eve ry 
rally held a big payoff . If you were good 
e noug h to pull it off. you could turn 
perceived risks int o high percentage 
si tu ations. In the ea rly 1980' s a really 
gutsy lady named Lynn Adams howed us 
that yo u cou ld win a m atch that you I 
weren ' 1 supp o cd to by turnin g will power 
into court power. So far in the I 990 ' s , 
Pro's with names like Jn oue and Doy le 1 

hav e rem ind ed u that a erve hould do 
mor e than j ust get the ball into play. 
Wh ere wou ld the ga me be without the 
innovato rs? You can wait a few year for 
inn ova tion s 10 come out in a book, or you 
ca n learn them now as they develop. 
That' s wh y the pro ga me is so vital 10 the 
recrea tiona l player, and that is why thi s i 
the foru m for that game. 

Just the Pros? 
No way man. We are the voice of the 

pros, but cover a ll of racquet ball. Major 
event s, c lub trend s, int e rn a ti ona l 
compe tit ion , Canadian new s. m i li tary 
racquetball. j u nio r events, handicapped 
tournament s , co ll eg iate pr og ram s. and 
other re lated topics go int o each issue . Now 
that we have a few subscribe rs in Ja pa n, 
South America and Puerto Rico, we will be 
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try ing 10 pre sent news from tho se areas as 
we ll. We wi ll be taking a look at who's 
p laying racquetball among cclcbritic , 
o ther s ports figure s, and key peop le in 
bu iness and industry . 

The Right StulT: 
Fea tures such as the holiday shopping 

g uide let you know abou t a ll the wonderf ul 
toy s avai lab le today . (In some cases maybe 
wea pons would be th e bet ter word .) 
Article uch as the one this month teach 
how 10 maintain today's hightcc h goo die 
10 ge t the mo st from you r game . 

By Popular Demand: 
You have asked about the player and 

club in your nec k of the woods and how 
th ey ta ck up with othe r parts of the 
coun try. OK , here goes! Starting wit h Lhis 
issue's Home Co urt ection, we ' ll incl ude 
rea l news abo ut rea l peo ple . While Home 
Court ca n neve r cover every thin g, it wi ll 
inc lude a ra ndom taste of as much as we 
can fit in, cho sen omew hat randomly, 
w ith prio rity give n 10 peop le/c lubs/a rea 
we haven ' t covered before . You give us 
the materia l and tel l u how the feat ure 
shou ld deve lop. Remember , we arc more 
likely to inc lude inform ation acco mpan ied 
by co lor photo s.( no slides plea e) Photos 
su bm iLLed become Lhe prope rt y of 
KILLSHOT . subject to the usual laws 
a nd re g u la t io ns. P hoto . wil l nol be 
re turned . Send news 10 : 

KILLSHOT 
P.O.Box 8036 

Padu ca h KY 42002 -8036 

Space simply will not allow us Lo 
inc lude everything we receive . If material 
yo u submit does not appear in print, please 
try agai n so that eventua lly we can include 
somet hing from yo ur area. 

All in All 
We like off the wa ll quotes from the 

All in a day's work . Oppo site : Marvin & 
Steve with Lynn Adam s as she "light ens­
up " a hectic photo shoot for the Holid ay 
iss ue. Abov e right : with Marty Hogan on 
his ranch in Sept ember. Right: A rare shot 
of Master photog Charlie Pnlek doing what 
he does best. Kim and Andy Roberts watch 
the birdy. 
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players and visib le characters. 
We l ike humor that leave s 
you sh aking your head 
wonderin g if we have no 
shame. We like crowd shots 
and cityscapes. We like 
fea ture s with cam py ti t le s . 
We like graphics that are c lear 
and easy 10 decipher. We like 
pat tin g omeone on the back 
when he or he does 

omething great. We like 
being upbe a t and positive . 
We love it when someone 
buy s u s lunch . We would 
really love it if iss ues would 
sta rt com ing out on the 
projected relea se dates . 

More importantly, we hav e learned 
that you like the se th ings too. Yo u have 
told u over and over that you like them a 
lot. That make u very happy . You see, 
we've been hop ing for quit e a wh ile that 
you wou ld . We wanted to produce a 
maga1.ine like we wou ld enjoy if we were 
on the receiving end. lsn ' t it grea t when 
so meone comes into you r home and says 
"It's OK 10 play, it' s OK 10 have heroe s . 
and it 's OK to dream"? 

T he three mo. t impo rtant ideas arou nd here 
these day s: 

I ) Our timing wi ll gel belie r. We are going 
LO do th is unt il we ge l it rig ht , the n keep 
doing it righ t for a long long time. 

2)B uy produc ts and se rvices advertise d in 
the ma gazine . T hese companie s have 

Charlie Palek 

invested money and plannin g in some thing 
new and positive, not j ust lipservice . 

3) Mos t imponantly : it's OK to play, it' s 
OK 10 have heroes , and it 's OK 10 dream. 

W hat ca n we do for you? 
T e ll us .We read your lellers. we of te n 
print them , and they collectively help 
shape the magazine . 

What can you do for us? 
Spread the wo rd. If yo ur frie nds do n ' t 
subscr ibe , ge t them to . Ask you r club or 
equipme nt n: tai ler to sell the magazi ne. 
Ask your loca l library to subsc ribe . 

What ca n we do together? 
W\!11. have yo u go t a co u rt rese rve d 
any time soon? 

I; I;' i I i. I II I 
I 
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NEUMANN® 
"The Tackifjed™ 

Racquetball Glove ... 
improves control 

and power." 

Neumann Tackified Racquetball 
Gloves add a new dimension of skill 
and confidence to the game. The 
patented Tacki.fied palm and 
fingers provide a firm yet relaxed 
grip on the racquet that can't be 
matched. No other glove can 
give the added control and power 
and get you set for that killshot. 

The durability of the Neumann 
Tackified Racquetball Gloves is 
unmatched. This glove lasts game 
after game after game. 

Among the several styles ofTackified 
Racquetball Gloves available , the Gladiator Glove is fast 
becoming the glove of choice by more and more players. In 

7# addition to the 
#,,,d, Tackified leather palm 

and fingers, the 
Gladiator features a 
patented rugged 
"Knuckle" protector 
that helps prevent 
bruised and injured 
knuckles when your 
play gets aggressive. 

For better racket control and more power, slip on a Neumann 
Tackified Racquetball Glove next time you're ready to play. 
You'll see the difference in your game. And I personally 
guarantee your satisfaction. 

NEUMANN® TACKIFIEDTM GLOVE co. 
Hoboken, NJ 07030 

Our standard is innovation - not imitation. 

... 
c:i z 

I 



Norman, is that 
you??? 

See m like we ca used a wee b it o ' 
co nfusion in the last issue with the phot o 
th a t acc omp a ni e d N o rm Blum 's 30-
S0 111ethi11g an icle. No. Lhat wa n' L Normie 
pictured in the an icle. It was real live 30-
so methin g A- le ve l ra cqu e tb a ll pl ayer 
Denver Parm an. 

Denver met the requir ements for the 
photo , was close by. and is a goo d spon . It 
see med like a winning co mbin ation to us. 

So , thank s "Big D' ' for helping us out 
and Lhanks to Norm for penning Lhe piece . 

Norm' s work appea rs in this issue in 
Lhe World Jun iors story on pages 44-4 5. 

Qacquelball East proudly 
Presents Its Men's &mi-pro 

Tour Inau8ura1 Event 
March 13, 14, and 15, 1992 

New England Health & Racquet Club 
7 Reservoir Road 

Beerly, MA (20 minutes north of Boston) 

•Tourn aments will be play ed using IRT rule s and 
scorin g. 

•Thr ee money tournament s will be played between 
March and May 1992. I 0-1 2 events are planned for 
1992-93 . 

•Sport s Channel of New Engl and will do a highlight 
show of each tournament 

Will the real Norm Blum please stand 
up? On the left is Norm Blum with his 
terrifi c daughter Rachel. On the right is 
Denv er Parman , on e of our chart er 
subscriber s, who was kind enough to let 
us s hoot him to go with the 30-
Som e thin g article th a t ran in the 
November/D ecember issue. 

Racqueiball 
SEMI-PRO TOUR Ill 

a, 

l 
Racquetball East was formed to promote 
racquetball at the open player level in the 
ea stern region of the United State s and 
Can ad a . R acqu e tb a ll Ea s t will be 
as soci a ted with the Intern ation al 
Racquetball Tour of th e Men ' s 
Profe ssional Ra cquetball Association 
with the purpose of developin g players 
that might wish to compet e on the 
profession al level. 

For more information and details, ca ll or write: Bob Miano, Commi ssioner, (508 ) 85 l -514 1, 11 Morri s Ro ad, Tewskbury , MA O t 876 
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ETTERS 

CANADIAN QUESTION 

E ncl ose d is my pay me nt fo r 
subsc ripti on to KILLSHOT. 1 would like 
to Lhank you for pullin g out a magazi ne Lhat 
is very inform ative and enjoya ble to rea d. lt 
i s a l so ni ce to see th a t yo ur fri e ndl y 
neighbors up nonh here are no t forgollen. I 
thin k we have a good ca libr e o f racquetball 
here in Canada and it is nice to see that we 
a re ge ll ing so me r ecog nit io n in yo ur 
magaz ine . 

I have j us t rece ived th e com bin ed 
No ve mber/Dece mber issue whi ch I am sure 
will be as well put toge ther as the previous 
iss ues. However, I do be lieve the Octo ber 
issue cam e out quite late and yo u did print 
an apology for the delay and now, we have 
2 issues combin ed into one . I hope a pallern 
is not being set here and what wi ll thi s do 
to subsc ripti ons if we th e subsc rib ers a re 
gellin g one issue every 2 month s? 
Your comm ents would be apprecia ted . 
B. Dunbar 
Vanco uver, BC 
Canada 

I hope a pattern is not being set her e 
also. You are absolutel y right. October 
was mailed very late. And in order to try 
to correct the laten ess of our schedule we 
have combined No v./Dec and 
Jan/Feb/March. Hopefully we can be 
back on track by April. Sub scribers 
needn 't worry. They will get 12 (or 24) 
full issues, regardless of the months on 
the cover. In fact 12 or 24 beginning with 
the April iss ue , just to show we arc 
trying . 

DISCONTENT 

1 would like to say that I have enjoyed 
every issue of your fine maga zine. I would 
like to s ay that I look for w ard to it s 
delivery every month . I would like to say 
all the se thing s and more , but I can ' t, as l 
have only receiv ed I iss ue of the darn 
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thin g. 
I subsc ribed bac k in late Septembe r to 

yo ur magazi ne and receive d the O ctober 
iss ue in ea rl y November. I have not 
rece ived anyt hi ng s ince . Wh at gives? In 
your editorial in the October issue you tell 
m e tha t th i ngs w ere har d for s ta rt up 
pub lica tions. but ass ured me that '' we are 
not go ing to run awa y wi th " my money . 
I' m sta rling to wo nder. 

By now I s ho uld have received the 
Nove mber, Dece mber , and January issues. 
I have not. Please ex plain the si tuation to 
me sa ti sfacto ril y . o r ref un d my mo ney 
promptly. 
A. Pe tri , I □ 
Linco ln Park , Ml 

I wa s go in g t o s a y th e do g a t e m y 
hom ework but I didn ' t think you ' d go 
for it . Then l wa s going to say I dropped 
the ball because the sun was in my eyes 
but I didn ' t think yo u'd go for th a t 
either . So, I guess l really can 't com e up 
with a sati sfactor y expl anation. If you 
want a refund ju st let us know . 

MORE DISCONT ENT 

On Dece mb er 9, 199 1 I received an 
Oc tobe r bac k iss ue with the enclosed note. 
1 have not see n ano th er magaz in e ince 
th en , no t a goo d sig n ! Why a m I upse t 
abo ut this? I sent in my car d in Nove mber 
sub sc ribin g to KILLSHOT , requ es tin g 
the subscri pti on to be stan ed from Oc tober. 
It see ms th a t i s w he re i t s t a rt ed a nd 
fini shed . Fo r a m agaz ine tryi ng to break 
new gro und , yo ur orga nizat ion leaves [a] 
li11le to be des ired . Memb ers at the six local 
c lub s I play at fee l the sa me w ay a fte r I 
e xpr esse d m y s itu a ti o n w ith yo ur 
orga nization. It rea lly is too bad , I enjoy the 
magaz ine. 
8 . Ne lson 
Hoffm an estates, IL 

You are right. Inexcusable. We are glad 
you enjoy the magazine , though. 

BACK ISSUES 

r ec eiv e d th e fir st iss ue 
(No ve mb e r/D ec e mber 19 91 ) of my 
subscription tod ay and thorou ghly enjo yed 
th e m agaz in e fr o m co ve r to c o ve r. I 

enjoyed it so much tha t l wo uld like to read 
the previo us thr ee issues to "catc h up." ff 
back iss ues are ava ilable, please forwa rd 
me informa tion on ordering them. 

ps: assess the proofreade r an "a voida ble" 
for too many typos (sm ile) . 
L. Hanell 
Hous ton, T X 

What tpoys? For back issues turn to l 
page 36 of this magaz ine. You will find 
all the inform ation necessa ry. Thanks 
for asking. 

Grea t artic les, great pho tography , 
g rea t magazine!!! How can 1 order back 
issues? 
W . Free man 
Cinci nnati, OH 

Th anks for the kind wo rds . Please see 
above for back issue info rmation. 

AND A LITT LE PRAISE 

A former Na t iona l Rules 
Com mi s ioner of IRA (AARA), Me mbe r 
of the Board of Direc tors 1976-79, privy to 
a ll RB magazines of tha t era; Yours is the 
bes t I've ee n. Subscr iptio n enclo ed. 
Leo nard Mark 
St. Louis, MO 

Y ou r input is g rea tl y appr ec ia ted. 
Thank s. 

MAIL ORDER BLUES 

I'd like to get yo ur magazi ne but ca n' t 
because o f you r policy of accep tin g mai l -
order adver tisi ng. Believe me it hu rts the 
indu stry. As the indu stry goes, so does the 
sport and KILLSHOT . 
Racquet Mas ter 
Iowa City, IA 

THANKS FRONTIER! 

Cr edit for th e phot o o f Head Co loss us 
serie s r ac qu e ts in las t mo nth 's Buy in g 
Guid e should go to Fronti er Pro Shop, San 
D ieg o, Ca li fo rni a. T he c re d it lin e w~s 
omitt ed . The photo wa s tak en fro m their 
1991/92 Sp orls Eq11ip 111en1 Co ll ec1io 11 

Ca1alog . 
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RACQUETBALL IN ARUBA? 

With bright su nshin e, beau tifu l 
be aches and clear blue water at their feet, 
who wa nts to be indoor s on racqu etb all 
courts ? Twe lve re a l ra cqu e tb a ll 
enthu siasts, that 's who! From Dece mber 5 
through Dece mber 12, Fran Davis held the 
fir l annua l racque tball camp in Aruba at 
the Cabana Beac h Re so rt a nd Rac qu et 
Club . 

ac hi eving th ese 
goa ls. Nutrit ion 
was covered as it 
is a n imp orta nt 
aspect of any 
sport. 

The vid eo 
tap e analy s is not 
only a llowe d Fran 
to c ritiqu e o ur 
ga me , but we 
could critiqu e eac h 
o th er, thus 
e nab ling us to 
benefit from other 
point of view. 

No o th e r 

Fran along with her assistants, Chuck 
Gate s and Lorraine Schimmenti, prepar ed a 
week to remember! Each clay was filled 
wilh on court training , drill s, lec tures, video 
tape analys is, individual in 1ruc1ion and 
consultation , ye t still leav ing plenty of time 
for fun in the sun , norkeling, sight eei ng , 
and of cour e the cas inos! Th anks 10 Fran , 
T'm not only impro ving on the court , I now 
know how 10 play Black Jack! 

Th e o n co urt train ing involved 
lea rnin g th e basics wi th e ac h of u s 
participa t ing. The lecture s were 
out landin g. Fran and Chuck addr esse d in 
further deta il all of the basics as well as the 
importan ce of me ntal preparation . The y 
dea lt with goal settin g and the methods for 

cam p tha t I've been to has had personal 
co nsultation s in such detail. F ra n and 
Chuck talked with each o f us to help us 
plan a per so nal training sc hedule . Th ey 
also helped us se t short term as well as 
long term goa ls and explained how to reach 
these goals. 

racquetball and a strong desire to improve 
our games and our lives. Even off the 
co urt we spent time to ge ther fo rgi ng 
friendships and bonds that will not be 
easi ly broken. 

A lthou gh the twe lve ca mpers came 
from all over the United Stat es and Puerto 
Rico . our week together brought us very 
c lo se. W e s hared a great love for 

fn my opinion , Fran Davis is without 
a do ubt the mo s t enthusiastic, 
know ledgeable and professional instructor 
in racq uetb all today! 
G. Epp 
Col umbus, OH 

Leading The Game 
In Low Prices - And Top Quality: 

Pacific Sports Warehouse 
Frontier Pro Shop has a new name that finally reflects our huge 

inventory and great discount warehouse prices. Call today for the 
great service you've come lo rely 011 Frontier for! 

ORDER TOLL-FREE 

1-800-854-2644 
~ttli~~ 1 ■619■225■0640 
HOUR S: Mo n.-Fri. 8AM- 5 PM PST ,, ~ 
Sat. 10AM -5PM PST ~ 

Pacific Sports 
Warehouse INC. 
FORMERLY FRONTIER PRO SHOP 

2750 Midway Drive 
Son Dieg o, CA 92110 
(619) 225 -95 21 

PROKENNEX SHOES 
Graphite ASM 31 . .. ...... .. CALL Ektelon Renegade High ... . . $62.99 
Graphite Presence 31. ...... 139.99 Eklelon Nirvana 3/4.. ....... 52.99 
New Composite ASM 31 ... . 119.99 Ektelon Stylus Mns/Ldys ... 37.99 

HEAD 
Avia 299 3/4 Mns/Ldys . . .. . 54.99 
Head Tri Court 250 3/4 . . . .. . 49.99 

Colossus 3000 . ... ........ $159.99 Head Sonic Low Indoor ..... 39.99 
Colossus 2000 ... .... . ...... 99.99 ~lizuno Ultra 3/4 Mns/Ldys 57 .99 
Colossus 1000 .... .... ...... 74.99 Mizuno Spectra Hi Ldys ..... 44.99 

EKTELON 
Pro Kenncx Nitro 3/4.. .. .... 49.99 

Strobe RTS . ...... .. . . ...... CALL ACCESSORIES 
Xiter RTS ................ . 159.99 Ektelon Grip By A'me ....... $5.99 
Strion RTS ... . ... . . .... ... 129.99 Tacki-Mac Grip ...... .. .... .. . 4.99 
Precis RTS .. .. .. .. ...... . . 114.99 What AGrip .. ................ 2.50 
Serex RTS .. ..... .... . .... . 82.99 V-Damp ........... ..... .. . ... 3.50 
Lexis RTS . .. . .. .. . . . .. .... . 49.99 Shockbuster(TheWonn) ...... 2.99 
Tazer RTS Mid ............ 184.99 Wrist Lam .... ............ .. 3.50 
Nemesis RTS Mid . . . ..... . . 144.99 Racquetball Saver . .... .... . .. 7.99 
Compra RTS Mid ... . ...... . 79.99 Racquetball Strings ........ . CALL 

E-FORCE CLOTHING 

Answer (Hammer) . ...... .. . CALL Ektelon Warm-up Blk, Navy $79.99 
Predator (Signature) .. ...... CALL Ektelon Strobe T-shirt ..... . 12.99 
New Stealth . .. ..... .. .. .. . $89.99 Hogan Hit T-shirt . . .. .. ... .. 13.99 

Pwrdw, .,., 2 ,.,..,,.or,.,,, Penn T-shirt .. ... . . .. ....... 10.99 
•"" 1,1 FREE utitti., . GLOVES 

SPALDING Ektelon Sensor Ultra Thin .. $15.99 
Assault Graphite ......... $119.99 Ektelon Perfonner Tackified 14.99 
Assault Comp .............. 99.99 Ektelon Contender Tackified 13.99 

RICHCRAFT Ektelon Enforcer Padded . . . . 13.99 
Ektelon Classic Cabretta .... 12.99 

NXT Epic T.E .......... ... $139.99 Ektelon All Pro Cabretta .... 10.99 
NXT Pulsar ............... 114.99 Ektelon Controller ........ . . .. 8.99 
NXT Express Supennid ... .. 89.99 Champion 641 Cabretta ..... . 12.99 

Neumann Pro Duratack ..... 12.99 
Neumann Duratack (Red) ... 10.99 
Head Conquest Cabretta ... . . 13.99 
Head XC-1 Cabretta . ... •...... 9.99 
Penn Tournament Tackified .. 13.99 
Penn Tournament Cabretta .. 11.99 
Penn Cabretta .. ............. 9.99 
Buookin Cabretta . ........ 10.99 
Buckskin Synthetic ... . ....... 9.99 

(Q,,o11tilits of 3 or IIIOIT, dtdwcl 
$1.00 fin glare.) 

EYEGUARDS 
Ektelon Interceptor ........ $24.99 
Ektelon Argus .............. 24.99 
Ektelon Prism .............. 19.99 
Action Eyes .......... .. .... 22.99 
Leader Dallas ..... ...... .. . . 19.99 
lnder New Yorker .. .. .. . . .. 17. 99 

SPORTS BAGS 

Ektelon Elite Tour ........ . S57.99 
Ektelon Elite Express . .... •. 42.99 
Ektelon Tournament .. . ... .. 49.99 
Ektelon RTS Express . . . .... 35.99 
Ektelon Cross Sport .... ..... 27.99 
PKX Nitro Pro Travel ....... 49.99 
PKX Infinity Exp. Wttkender 42.99 
Penn Pro ................... 39.99 
Richcraft Pro Staff ..... .... . 42.99 
Richcraft NXT .............. 38.99 
Spalding Pro Carrier ..... . . . 34.99 
Spalding Overnighter . . • • . . . 29.99 

CALL and us, your VISA, MASTERCARD or DISCOVER. By nu.ii, s,nd MONEY ORDER; 110 pmonal checu. Md $4.00 lor U.P.S. 
shipping and insmnct . 2nd c!Jy air, add'I $4.00. C.O.O .. add1 $4.00. AX. Ill, Sll.00. A.P.O .. F.P.O .. 19.00. CA reidmts add 811!1 s.alcs 
taL Min. ordtr: SIS.00. Pricts tlf<etivt 2/1/92. Subj«! tochanrt without IIOlic<. a!lj - iii! 
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Bailey 

By Marvin Quertermous 
Photographs by Charlie Palek 

January/February/March 1992 

Suddenly finding herself at the top of the WPRA 

rankings, Malia Bailey of Norfolk Virginia 

(formerly Malia Kamahoahoa of Honolulu) exhibits 

a delicate blend of shyness and confidence . Almost 

seeming surprised to be playing so well at recent pro 

stops , she has finally begun to realize her potential 

as a professional player. 

Crediting her success to a strong focus on 

consistency, MaUa now begins the task of finding 

the edge that will allow her to remain in the top two 

in the world. While more concerned with her own 

game, she must also look for the achilles heel to 

assault when an injured number one returns. 
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Q : How d id yo u ge t s ta rt ed pl ay in g 
racquetba ll? 
MB: W e ll , my broth e r and hi s fr ie nds 
started play ing in Hawai i. We had outside 
court s there, not in a c lub, but on a Mari ne 
base. He and his friends used to go and 
play at 10:0 0 PM and come home aro und 
I :00 AM . I thought that sound ed like fun 
so I s tarted goi ng with them. I had a jo b on 
th e base w he n I was i n 
co ll ege, 

and my boss played racquetba ll. We wo uld 
play at lunch or after work with some of the 
M ar ines. M ari nes are know n to be 
basica ll y toug h a nd co mpe titiv e so th e 
co mp e titi o n was p retty to ugh . 1 ke pt 
playing and after a coup le of year , a friend 
of mine entered me in a tourna ment. 

Q : H ow long have yo u bee n p laying 
natio nally as an open playe r? 
MB : Si nce J 983. My fi rs t AA R A 
tournament was in Buffal o , New York . l 
los t in the semifi nals . I guess th a t was 
when I first starte d at the natio nal leve l. 1 

co nt i nu e d to p lay after th at. 
Durin g that first tournament I was 
a me mb er of the US team as an 
a lte rn ate a nd th at wa excit in g 
too ! T hat was enc ourageme nt 
a nd m o t iva t io n to kee p o n 
playing . But, I jus t played on 
th e a mate ur leve l unt il abo ut 
three yea rs ago . 

Q: Have yo u a lways bee n 
in vol ve d in o th e r spo rt s -
grow ing up? 
MB: ActuaJly, this is pretty 

m uch th e firs t 

th ing I've bee n in vo lve d wi th. I playe d 
som e organi ze d sports in h ig h school-­
sof tba ll , baske tball. and a litt le tennis, but 
no thin g rea ll y act ively. M y fa th er die d 
when we were really you ng so we had to be 
respons ib le for our se lves a t home . I ' ve 
bee n wo rking since [ was I 5, o I had a part 
tim e job dur ing chool and di dn ' t have 
Lime for a lot or ot her things. Racq uetba l I 
rea lly is the first sport I' ve taken seriously. 

Q: W ha t do you do now to trai n fo r 
racquetball? 
MB: In the las t couple of years I' ve gotte n 
into we ight lifting. There's a guy here that 
has he lpe d me with train ing and into a 
we ight ro uti ne. l 've rea ll y enjoyed it. 
Act ually in the first few mont hs that J was 
doi ng it. r thoug ht, Oh, l ca n' t wa it until I 
see res ult s . ll took about three month s to 
see resu lts. When I saw the res ults. tha t 
ke pt m e go in g . I a lso have a cardio­
vasc ular program. 1 think l need to up it a 
little . l tend to like to do the weights and 
ac tually get on the co urt and prac tice and 
pl ay more than do ing the ca rdi o-vasc ula r 
workout. [ know beuer. In a tough match , 
that cardio -vascu lar conditioning can make 
a ll the d ifference . It's j u t so much easie r 
to co nce nt ra te on the. thi ng J lik e doi ng 

a nd can se e defi n i te 
improveme nt in. 

Q: Wh at does your car dio­
vascu lar workout involve? 

MB : I do th e Sta irm as ter 
about 40 m inu tes a day o r 
r ide th e bi cyc le abo u t 40 

minut es a day . But, I think 
that there is more that I should 

be doing. It see ms that I have 
on ly so mu ch ti me be tw ee n 
working, try ing to workout, and 

pr ac ti c in g my rac qu e tbal l. 1 
t e nd to c ut corne rs a nd 

sometimes it shows . When I get 
tired on the cou rt I ca n tell that I 

ha ve n 't bee n doin g my ca rdi o-
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vascular workout as much as I should. 

Q: Do you do drills on the court everyday? 
MB: I do drill s about four time s a week 
for a couple of hours . I really enjoy my 
drill work out. When I first starte d drilling 
by myse lf I didn ' t enjoy it because there 
was nobody e lse there . Now I've mad e it a 
game for myse lf. Now I enjoy working out 
by my elf. My making a game of it makes 
it mu c h mor e fun and interesting and 
s omething that [ eve n look forw ard 10 . I 
never thought that would happen. 

Q: Is tha t what yo u wou ld sugges t fo r 
omebody else that i just starti ng out and 

trying to do these drills that are so boring? 
Make it a game , omehow? 
MB: Ye it is. There 's nothing worse than 
trying to do somet hin g th at you' re not 
finding fun. That' s the way it is for me, 
maybe not for anyone e lse . If you ' re not 
having fun, it' hard to have a purpo efu l 
workou t. So, you make it fun and make 
goa ls for yourse lf while you're on the 
c ourt. I think a lot of people co nfu se 
making the se little goal s with making 
future goa ls [likel "I want to be #I" , or "I 
want to beat that per son" But , there are 
miniature goa ls anytime yo u tep on the 
co urt, whether it is by your se lf or with 
another player. 

Q: Do yo u do a lot of work on the mental 
aspect s of the game? 
MB: That' s a big qu estio n. I think it's 
very imp o rt ant to practice yo ur mental 
game as we ll as yo ur ph ysical game. I 
really haven ' t learned how to do it right-I 
don't think. 1 try . I' ll vi ualize certai n 
thing s th a t I ' ve been taught. I have read 
about how to visua lize yourself on the co urt 
when you ' re hittin g the ball a certain way 
a nd recaptur e that moment when you play . 
I think that is very important. We all forget 
that it' s something we do need to practice. 
A lot of people think that it just comes to 
you. Maybe it comes more easily to others, 
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but we all need to practice . r don't think I 
practice it as much as I should. 

Q: Right now that's the thru st of a lot of 
the player s' training --t ryin g 10 

master th at pan of the game. 
l'd like 10 go back 10 what you 
were sayi ng abo ut ' making it 
a game' drill work . How do 
you do that ? 
MB : I se t ca ns in se veral 
different plac es on the court . 

Q: Ball cans? 
.MB: Right. Racquetball 
ca ns. I try 10 hit th ose 
cans with certain hots or 
se rve s, or practice the 
ang les . I do try to hit the 
can, but what I'm 
looking for is the angle 
or the general area 
where the ca n is 
located. If it' s a good 
shot , I ' 11 cou nt how 
many sho ts I think I 
could win points, or 
an ace, or a goo d serve 
that would elicit a poor retu rn . I'll 
make a note that for that particular shot I 
ca n hit 15 out of 25 good shots . So I can 
j ust work from there and try to make the 
percentage s higher. That is wha t l do. I 
get teased a lot for having all those cans on 
the co u11, But it really does work. 

Q: The WPRA has sta11ed doing that - at 
eve nt s , hav ing people come on the court 
from the crowd and try to hit the cans . I 
tried to do it and I learned it's a lot harder 
than you would think . In trying to hit the 
can , I was aiming for a much smaller 
target. ln practice, I wou Id accept a shot 
which would hit generally in the area I 
wanted it to . In a game situation agai nst a 
play er that was a little we ake r, maybe that 
would be good enough, but against a 
stronger playe r, I needed the more precise 

shot. 
MB: Th a t 's exactly 
right! That 's how I feel and i.f you can 
hit the can , you ' re going to become more 
consis tent. Another thing - the cans are 
pretty short . I hav e been told , (and l tend 
to arg ue until I see videos) that I don't bend 
my knees and I don ' t really let the ball drop 
like a conventional racquetball player is 
sup posed to. So , I use the height of the 
cans as a kind of sight for hitting low shots. 
When I get back on the court and am 
playing a match. I guess I still don't let the 
ball drop or bend my knee s. but I'm 
working on that. 

Q: So it's making you go for the low 
boards more often. 
MB: Exactly 
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Q: I don't think yo u bent yo ur knees in 
Atl anta . 
MB: I know. One time , Jim Carson to ld 
me . ··yo u nev er bend yo ur knees and yo u 
have the shortest stroke on the tour besides 
M a ry Dee .' ' I be gged to differ so he 
showed me . We were look ing at picture s 
and I sa id. ·'Oh, here's a picture where l'm 
bendin g my knees!" He sai d. "No. you'r e 
jumping in the air!'' J guess l don ' t. I get a 
li11le fru s tra ted when I watch myself on 
tape . I feel like I'm bending my knees and 
I fee l like J'm playin g hard , but when I 
watc h the tape of mysel f , that ju st doesn' t 
look like the same person r fell l.ike when I 
was playin g. 

Q: You mentioned Jim Carson. Have you 
worked quite a bit with Jim or was that ju st 
an observa tion from him? 
MB : Oh no , thi s was an observation. I 
don't know if he was tea sing me or not. I 
get .lots of comments like that. 

Q: Do you have a ny for ma l coaches ? 
know your hu s ba nd is a pr e tty 

accomplished player 
t O O. 
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Do yo u work out together ? 
MB: Sometim es Jim (Bai ley) and I will 
drill together. We really don ' t play 
together as far as ga mes o r keep sco re 
becau se we're both 100 co mpetiti ve. 11 
usually end s up in an argu ment , so we try 
not to do that. We do drill toget her and do 
a se rve and servi ce return and play out the 
point , but we won't keep sco re . In fact , 
we ' re sched uled 10 play each other at the 
very end of our loca l lea gue . If it come s 
dow n 10 whoever wins the leag ue betwe en 
us th en we ' ll play. If we don' t ha ve 10 

play, then we won ' t. Ne il Shapiro has been 
work.ing with me quit e a bit and he ' s bee n a 
real help with my game . I think it's 
becau se he doe s not ask me 10 change . I 
know a 10 1 of peopl e will say, "well, you 
should change thi s or you sho uld change 
that''. but Neil ask s me to improve or work 
with my style of game and I think it really 
he lps. We ' ve bee n working tog ether for 
about a year and a ha lf and I don't feel as 
though I'd belier change my who le game. 

Q : Neil is the director for th e 
Intercollegiate program ... 
MU: Neil Shapiro, yes. 

Q: He' s in New York , you're in Virginia. 
How do yo u find tim e when yo u can work 
toge the r? 
MB: Well , I guess a lot of the time we 
co rrespo nd throu gh the mail or by th e 
telephone. It is hard working that way and 

I know he ge ts frustrated with 
me because he wants 
m e to b e a little bit 

m ore ex plicit and 
detail ed as far as my 

workout is concerned: 
what shot s I 'm working 

on, where l ' m h av in g 
trouble. 1 guess I'm a littl e 
too general. So he' II call 

and ask me questions . It 's 
difficult and I think it would 
be a lot eas ier if he were here 

10 ac tually watch me . He was a big he lp 
last year in Philadelphia when I go t to my 
first final o n th e to u r. He help s 
tremendously when he can wo rk with me in 
person . 

Q: W ith Lynn [Adam s] ret iring this year, 
Caryn [McKinney] out for at least the res t 
o f the sea son , and then Michelle [Gilman] 
gett ing hurt, yo u arc sudd enly at the top of 
the WPRA. What do you see for the rest of 
the yea r? Are you goi ng to be able to ho ld 
on to th at # I spo t? 
MB: When r went to At lanta and saw my 
name listed as # l , I got rea lly scared and 
nervous. I ' m not really good at being in 
the lim eligh t. When I wa s pl aying Toni 
[Bevelock] in Santa Anna and was on the 
ve rge of winnin g, I was th ink.ing, "Wow, I 
co ul d win thi s , then I 'd have to make a 
speech." You know , that star ted runn ing 
throu gh my m.ind. 1 kept te llin g my se lf, 
"Don't eve n th.ink about it , if r have to do 
it, I have 10 do it! But seeing my name at 

the top really did mak e me th ink about , you 
know , if I work hard and stay cons istent, I 
could stay up there! I don't wa nt 10 say 
th at it has never been my goal, but I guess I 
neve r thoug ht that goa l would be a rea lity. 
A ll of sudden it is and I 
don ' t know how to fee l abo ut it yet. 

Q: You say that wi th a lot of enthu siasm, 
as though ju st maybe it wouldn' t be so bad. 
Do you think yo u co uld ge t used 10 the 
a11ention? 
MB: I think I co uld get used to knowing 
that I was as good as 1 co uld be, but yo u 
co uld keep all the a11en1ion . T j ust want to 
know that I'm winning in the com pet ition 
aga in st myself. 

Q: You use the word "consis tent " pre11y 
often, is that an important idea for you, to 
stay co nsis tent ? 
MB : It' s very importan t. I am not playing 
at the leve l that I want to be if I am no t 
playing consistently. l have to be able to 
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maintain at a hi g h 
level before I can 
say that I hav e 
achieved that level. 

Q: You've been 
moving in that 
direction for some 
tim e now, You had to 
think that as the wins 
kept coming you had a 
sh ot at the top spot. 
Especially with success 
on the national tea m and a 
strong showing at the 
WPRA nationals last year . 
MB: Well , 1 tried not to 
focus on it, ju st to focus on 
improving and be ing mor e 
competitive each match. My 
imm ediate goal had to be to 
excel in the mat ch I was 
playing. 

Q: What is a long term goal for you 
right now? What do you see for 
your se lf, ideally , coming up? 
MB: That's something that I hav en't 
thought much about. It usually hasn 't 
been to be #1. Jt wasn ' t NOT to be 
#1, but I just never thought that it was 
pos sible . I think my goal is to be able 
to compete at the top level and just 
continue to compete there 
consistently . To know that I can do 
it. To play the best that I know how to 
play . I just want to m ai ntain 
consistency, not so much to 
concentrate on winning as far as being 
# l, but to know that I will win if I 
play well. I'm trying to concentrate 
more on playing well and being 
consistent. 

Q: Then the wins just sort of 
happen? 
MB: Exactly. 
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~tCVlt:.ik pitCk~ t:.ne 
plat.t.er tClean iVl 

.JatCk~OVlVille 

To set the stage for the seventh 
annual St. Vincent's First Coast Classic. 
we have to start long before the 
tournament actually began . To say that 
the prospect of playing a TransCoastal 
fRT stop in Florida in mid December had 
the pros excited would be a gross 
understatement. The warm climate, the 
"feel" of the Racquetpower club, and 
knowledge and enthusiasm of the Florida 
crowd all contributed to the "pump" . If 
the Woodfield Club in Chicago has the 
legacy and excitement of Comiski Park, 
and the Multnomah Club in Ponland has 
the size and amenities of the Astro Dome, 
then Racquetpower has the unmistakable 
uniqueness of the Boston Garden. Where 
else would you find the combination of 
parquet floors and three wall glass? 
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Round of Thirty-Two 

Sad to say, I was on the receiving end 
of the only upset in the round of thirty two. 
FaJling to national intercollegiate champ 
Tim Sweeney in a tough four, 1 can only 
say that be .ing upset by some one of 
Sweeney's caliber is the only consoling 
factor . As everyone on the tour knows, if 
Sweeney were in a position to commit full­
ti me to the tour, he is definite top 10 
material. Should I then feel better about 
the loss? 

Other interesting match-ups included a 
tough five between Texan Mike Guidry and 
New Mexico's Louis Vogel; (You'll be 
seeing plenty more of both names.) as well 
as a hard-fought comeback by Dave Sable 
against the hard-hilling Vince Kelley. 

By Mike Ceresia 
Photos by Stan Badz 

Home- state heroes Ja son Wagg oner and 
James Lorello also fell this round, leaving 
only Woody Clou se to re present the 
sunshine state. 

Round of Sixteen 

Brian Hawkes came from a 9-0 deficit 
in his match-up with "technician-supreme" 
Jack Newm an to post an amazing 12-10 
victory. Proving to be one tough match this 
year, Californian Hawkes pressed on for 
the match in a close straight three. 
Surprisingly, Hawkes , considered until 
recently to have one of the weaker 
backhands actually ·•out-backhanded" one 
of the toughest on tour. 

Crowd favorite Ruben Gonzalez took 
Sweeney to a tough five . Sweeney 
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11-9, 11-3,9 - 11,9- ll , 11-7 

Brian Hawkes 

is a nybody' s guess 
s ince he has once 
again become one of 
the most feare d 
oppone nt s o n the 
tour. Entering the 
court like he owns it. 

Kachtik d . Yellen 
I 1-7, I 1-6, 2- I I , I 1-4 

Hawke s d . Obrem ski 
I I -7. 8- I I , I 1-8, I 1-4 

Yel len·s ice cold 
stare is as intense as 

Yellen d. Roberts 
11-4 , 11-5 , 4-1 I , 11-5 

Kachtik d. Sweeney 
11-5 . 11-3 , 11-7 

Obrem ski d. Doyle 
5-11 , 6-1 1. 11-3, 11-6, 11-9 

Hawke s d. Ray 

ever and his play is 
unmatched . Yellen's 
driv e serve ( th at ' s 
right I said drive 
se rv e) a nd we! I 
ti med sh or t -ho ps 
made the difference 
here . In the end it 
was Yellen in live . 

In other action 
11-5, 14 - 12, 11-5 

this round. Oregon 's 
Jeff Evan gave top 
seed Andy Robert s a 
run for his money . 
Guidry forced fellow 
Te xan Drew Kachtik 
into a fourth 
game, but no 
far ther. Clou se 
and Tim Doyle 
tr ied to blas t the 
pla ster off th e 
walls before 
Do yle prevailed 

Robcns d. Evans 
11-5. 11-5, 10- 12, 6- 11, 11-5 

Yellen d Hogan 
7- 11, 11-8, 11-9, 8- 11. 11-7 

Kachtik d. Guidry 
11-1, 11-7, 1- 11, 11-5 
Sweeney d. Gonzalez 

10- 12, 11-9. 11-1. 9- 11. 11-7 
Doyle d. C louse 

11-7. 5-11. 13- 11, 11-2 
Obremski d. Johnso n 

11-8. 11-9. 11-2 
I lawkcs d . Newman 
12- 10, 12- 10. 11-9 

Ray d. Sable 
11-9. 12- 10.11 -6 

appeared in co ntr ol forc ing Gonz alez to 
play "opportunity racquetball" throu ghout 
the match . In the fifth, Sweeney prov ed 
that he's not ju t a power player anymore 
by lob-se rvin g his wa y to a 11-7 victory. 

Pr ed ict ab ly , th e mo s t int eres tin g 
match of the round came in from veterans 
Marty Hogan and Mike Yellen . Just as 
int ense agai ns t each othe r as in pa s t 
national championship s, the se two may 
never ca ll a truce . Neither is willing 10 

give up any ground to new-corner s any 
more th a n to each oth e r. In fact, 
pumped up by the so lidity and success 
of the !RT, Hogan started his season 
amazingly fit and fast. Playi ng 
only se lec t stops, Hogan 
has the uncanny abili ty 
to "d rop in" bringing 
with him his super­
hum an drive and focus. 
(a nd hi s way with the 
crowds) . Wh at's gotten 
into Yellen this seas on 
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in four. Dave 
John son capab le 
o f a far better 
showin g se em ed 

to bre ak for lunch early as Obr emski 
pressed for the win in a quick three. At 
the bottom of the draw, #2 seed Mike 
Ray had little trouble in retiring Sable in 
three straigh t. 

Quarter Finals 

In the first of three upsets. Hawkes 
drilled Ray in three strai ght. Hawkes , 
maybe the hungrie st player on tour , kept 
shooting 10 Ray's right side backhand . 

Ray's "se ldom-mi ss" forehand 
pinches were constantly left 

up for Hawkes ' quick 
kills. Ending game 
two ; Ray, by now 
desperate , act ually 

dove head-first for a 
Hawke s pass. 
Amidst 
gas ps of 

amazement 

from the crowd 
(normally one can 
only see Ray dive 
when there is a 
po ol inv olved ) 
Hawke s captured 
the rally. the 
game. and soon 
the match. 

Doyle ripped 
Obremski with his 
serve and sho ot game 
to take a two ga me lead . Obr emski 
responded by capturing the next two with a 
party mix of straight lobs , three quarter Z' s 
to the backhand and his famous side-fro nt 
splats. A t 9-9 in the breaker, Doy le 
returned a straight lob to his backhand with 
a nat reverse pinch rollo ut. On the next 
point , Obrem ski matched the feat with a 
head -high backhand splat winner which he 
later adm itted he never saw in the toug h 
thre e-wa ll glass cou rt. Two long rallies 
later and Obremski was in the Semi's . 

Yellen and Robert s hooked -up for a 

Kaehtik was in true form as be 
systematically worked his way through 
the pack at Jacksonville's Racquctpower. 
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re ma tc h o f thei r 
12- 10 t ie b rea ker 

fin a l in 
R ive r si d e 
C a li fo rni a . 
Ro be r ts j us t 

never seemed to 
look ri gh t 

some how in 
thi s cou rt or 

in this match . 
Ye ll e n p laye d 

the pinche s 10 perfectio n as Ro be rt s 
skip ped a ton of balls for the loss in four. 

The las t quarter pitted Kachtik against 
Swee ney . Swee ney's only co nsisten t shot 
in the e nti re matc h wa s stra ight into the 
fl oo r . T he ma tch everyone ha d bee n 
wai ting for wa s ove r in twenty minutes. 

1991 's A mateur National s and 
Inter collegiate champ , Tim Sweeney los t 
to Ka chtik in the quarter s after taking 
out Ruben Gonzalez and Mike Ceresia 
in earli er rounds. 

Semi Finals 
Kachtik cam e to play aga inst Ye llen 

and was determined to keep the momen tum 
and tJ1e edge. Only able to gai n co ntrol in 
ga me three , Yell en consisten tly delivered 
"j us t-mi ss'" p inche s and pa ss e s whi ch 
served as nea r set -up s for the speedin g 
Kachtik . Kachtik did what he se t out to do 
and advan ced in four. 

Hawke and Obrem ski rep layed the ir 
Toronto matc h. Hawk es ne ver let up a 
Obrem ki played as thoug h there were a 
two foot high squash tin on the front wa ll. 
fn th e e nd. Hawke po ted a convi ncing 
four game win. 

Final 

Kach tik wa ab le on ly 10 queeze by a 
much-improved and deter min ed Hawke in 
five toug h game . Th e match was a plain 
and simp le war with both playe rs crashing 
into wall and diving for impo ible gets . 
Hawke unle ashed miss iles bu t Kac ht ik ' 
we ll de erved reputation a being the king 
of the re-ki ll gain ed him th e edge in the 
end . 

EK TE LON 
St robe RTS ..... ..................... .. SALE RA C QUETS 

HEAD 
Co lossus 3000 ...... .......... ...... 159 .95 
Co loss us20 0 0 .............. .... ..... . 99 .95 Xiter RTS ..... ... .... ...... ..... ...... 159 .95 

Strion RTS ... ............... : .... .. . 129 .95 
Prccis RT S ................... ....... .. 112 .95 
Screx.RTS .... ..... ... ......... ............ 82.95 
Optima (05) .......... .. . .. .. . ... . ... 54 .95 
Pnycon (MS) ... .......... ....... .. .. 98 .95 
Mirada RT S .. ... .. ........ ... .. .... 179 .95 
Toron RTS ... ... .... . ...... ....... ... 124 .95 
Lexis (05) .......... . ................ ... 49 .95 

eel (05 ) ........ .. .. . ................ 32 . 95 

SPALDING 
KENNEX As sa ult G ra phite .. ...... ....... 109.95 

Graphite ASM 31 .... ..... ... .. 149 .95 As s ault Co mpos ite ..... ... ...... 89.95 
Graphite Presenc e 31 ........ 129 .95 E-FOR CE 
Graphite In fi nity 31.. .... .... 109 .95 Answ e r(H a mm er) ..... .... ... 184 .95 

S ig natur e .... ... . .... ..... ..... ... ... 149 . 95 

Co loss us 100 0 ............ ... ..... .... 74.95 
E n deav or .. .... .... . ....... ...... . ..... 49 .95 
Biltz (Nc w ) ..... ..... ... .... .. ... ...... 34.9 5 
D emon (N e w) ... ... ... ... ....... ... 24 .95 
Elekt ra .... ... ........ .... .... ... ... ..... 59 .95 
Ma tc h ....... .... ... ...... ..... ....... .... 5 2.95 

lFxt::rii~-;;;"riu·i;;·cMidi :::::~~:i~ 
Va nqu is h (05 ) ..... .... .... ..... 34.95 

SHOE SPECIALS 
Ektelon Nirvana ........ ..... . .... 49 .95 
Ektelon Ren e gad e ....... ....... . SALE 
EktelonStylus ..... .... . ...... ....... 36 .95 
I lead Sonic 3/4 ....... .. .. ....... .. 49 .95 
Head Sonic Low .................. 39 .95 
I lead Ventora ...... .... .. . .. .... ... 32 .95 
Head Evolution .. ... .......... .... 29 .95 
Nike Net Court ...... .......... .... 36 .95 
H.l-Tech Court ... ......... ... ....... 34.95 
Hi-Tech ABC ...... .. ....... .. .. .. ... 49.95 

EYEWEAR 
E kt e lon I nt c rceptor ....... .. . ... 24 .95 
Ek te lo n Arbitor ................. ... 21 .95 
E kt e lon Quantu.m. .... ........... 12 .95 
E kt e lonArgus ..... ... ..... ....... .. 21 .95 
Ek te lon Pri s m. ...... .... .... .... .. . 19 .95 
BK Act ion Eyes .... ....... ........ 23 .95 
Leader New Yorker ...... ... ... 17 .95 
Le ad e rDalla s ..... .. ....... ... ...... 19.95 

Head Intl. Carry-All... ... .. .... 45 .95 C ourt C.oggl~ . ...... ....... ...... . 12 .95 

Please Call For Other Prices and S les 

Ektelon Elite Tour ... .... ..... ... 49.95 
Ektelon EUt e Ex press .......... 39 .95 
E ktelonCourt A ce ........... . ... 39.95 
Ektelon Tournam c nt ..... . ..... 44 .95 
Head Ex press25 ........ ..... . .... 29 .95 
Head Express29 . . .. ......... . .... 33 .95 

CLOVES 
Ekt e lo n Pe rfo rm e r (T a c) .. ... 13. 95 
E kt e lo n Co nt end e r n·ac) .... 12.95 
Ekte lo n All -P ro ... .... ..... ........... 9 . 95 
Ek te lon C la ssi c C ab re tta .... 11.95 
Ek tc lon Co nt ro lle r .. ..... .... .... .. 7.95 
Ekt e lo n E nfo rce r ... ... ........... . 12.95 
I lead Sensati o n (T ac) .... .. .... 13.95 
H ead Conquest.. .... ...... ........ 11 95 
1 leadSupremacy ... ... .... .. ..... 13.95 
H ead XC- 1 ..... ....... ..... ...... ...... . 9 .95 
I lead Maverick ... . ... ..... ..... ... 10.9S 

MIDWEST SPORTS SUPPLY 
8740 Montgomery Rd. • Cincinnati, OH 45236 

VISA • MasterCard • American Express • Discover • C.O .D.'s Welcome • SJ .95 Ship Charge • Rl'turns Suhjl'll 15",, h •l• 
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See how wild racquetball really is. 
VG/ Challenge Cup Series - Dallas Pro-Am 

Through its affiliated regional sports networks, Prime Network brings you wall-to-wall, coast-to-coast coverage 

of top racquetball events. Check local listings for your your regional sports network's dates and times. 

Check your local D11Jng1 • Available on moat Prime Network alfUla1ea: Prime Sports Network • Home Sport1 Entertainment • Sunshine Network· Home Team Sport1 • Pro Am Sports Syalem 
' Prime Ticket · Madl10n Square Garden Network • N- England Sports Network · E!Tl)lre Sporta Network · Prime Sport1 Northwest 

....... - -~--
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That's Fahrverunuuen, 
Pardner 

Andy Roberts terminates the pack to capture the first 
VCI stop in a futuristic Dallas shoot-out 

They say that everything is bigger in 
Texas and no one in racquetball can argue 
after record number s of pros and fans from 
throughout the Southwest converged on the 
beautiful North Dallas Athletic Club for the 
first stop on the most prestigious series in 
racquetball history. V.W: Credit Inc's VCI 
Credit Cup features three stops this seaso n : 
Dallas , New York, and Lo s Angeles . In 
addition 10 the $15,000 prize money the 
pros will battle for, each VCJ slop is 
televised nationally . 

Andy Robert s continued his 
trem endous season by terminating all the 
competition in Dallas including a thrilling 
final over hometown favorite Drew 
Kachtik . The final was a great match with 
enough contact to almost force Robert s 10 
take on the role of The Terminator 10 
survive a body crunching Kach1ik and a 
hostile standing room only crowd. But the 
matches were just part of the show in 
Dallas . It included a media blitz from 
television and newspaper that lasted 
throughout the event , pro clinics, 
wheelchair exhibitions, and even ex­
pitching great Doyle Alexander hilting the 
court for an exhibition. The Texas fans are 
unique ; they pick their favorites and then 
flock to their matches and root as if at a 
football game. With a Texas contingent 
that included Kachtik, Aaron Katz. Mike 
Guidry, Todd O'Neil, and Doug Eagle. 
they had plenty to cheer about. As if this 
weren't enough, everywhere the fans 
turned they could see present and past 
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By Mark Henry 
legends . Past National Champions Marty 
Hogan, Mike Yellen. and the Peck brother s, 
Dave and Gregg were 

Peck, always dramatic on 1he court, took 
full advantage by yelling to the crowd " I 

all in Dallas for the 
VCI kickoff . 

Round of Thirty-two 

There was 
elec1ricity in 1he air 
Thur day morning as 
the players an-ived for 
th e firs I round 
matches. They found 
en thu s iastic cro wd s 
already filling the 
sta nds not wanting to 
miss a point! The 32's 
provided no upsets but 
did g i ve fans a 

. glimpse of past and 
future stars. The Peck 
broth e rs drew huge 
crowds as Dave 100k 
on #3 Tim Doyle in a 
ba ttle of pa s t vs 
present. It was an 
exciting match taken 
by Doyle in four as he 
showed off hi s 
monster serve. Peck's 
best weapon was the 
profes sio nal I -serve 
rule which gave Doyle 
no sec ond chance in 
launching his rockets. 

Kach tik d. Ray 
12- 10, 0- 1 I, 12- I 0, I 1-4 

Roberts d. Johnson 
7-11, 11-6. 11-3, 11-0 

Knch1ik d. Sweeney 
11-6, 11-4. 11-7 

Newman d. Hogan 
11-7, 11-8, 11- 10 

Gon>.nlcz d Guidry 
11-7, 11-7, 11--1 

Rny d. Kot2 
11-9. 11-6. 11-7 
Doyle d . Clou<c 

11-9. 11-2. 4-11. 11-4 
Johnson d. Obremski 
11-2, 11-3. 9-11. 11-4 

Yellen d . Hawkes 
2-11, 11-9, 11--1. 11-8 

Robcns d. Lorello 
11-9. I 1-0, 7-11. 11-9 

11-8, ll-13 , ll -3, ll-6 

Drew Kachtik 

Ray d. Gonzalez 
3-11. 11-6, 11-3, 11-3 

John son d. Doyle 
11-8. 9-11, 11-6. 11-7 

Roberts d. Yellen 
11-7, 11-8,3-11, 11-9 
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lo ve thi s new rul e!' ' every tim e Doyl e 
faulted. 

0!1e Peck down, 
one 10 go, a s Gr egg 
took on #2 Robe rt s. 
Rob ert s is be co min g 
known as th e 
Terminator beca use of 
the co ld calc ulatin g 
way he goes throu gh 
opponent s a nd thi s 
tournament prove d no 
exception. Peck 

Top: Former National 
Champ Gregg Peck 
made a rare IRT 
appearance. 

Right: View from the 
North Dallas Athletic 
Club's three-tiered 
gaJlery of the Robert's 
Kachtik final. 

Marianne Bellinger 
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played well , but found Roberts wou ld 
not be denied. Despite being out of 
the pro draw early, the Peck s wou ld 
both be hea rd from th roug hou t the 
weekend wi th Gregg win ni ng the 
Opens and Dave doing clinics and the 
color commen tary for the final s 
teleca 1. 

Elsewhere in the 32's, there were 
some brutal matches featu ring som e 
of the rising sta r on the IRT Tour. 
The best match saw Memp hi ' Scou 
Reiff, a tour rookie, take on Lhe tour 's 
oldes t player Ruben Gonzalez . Reiff 
took the two hour match 10 the fifth 
game and showed a strong all aro und 
game before bowing out I 1-4 in the 
fif th. Watch Reiff for so me major 
up ct as the ea on conti nues. 

Florida's Jason Wa ggone r took 
tou r vetera n and tournam ent director 
Aaron Katz to live before losing 11-9 
in a match where every point was an 
a ll out war. Jason has quickly 
developed a following among fans 
this year. but had to bat tle both Katz 
and ha lf of Texas at this event. 

Both Ore go n stars fell this round 
but in much diffe rent fa hion . Je ff 
Eva ns. a easoned tour pl ayer and 
alway a co ntender lost a toug h live­
gamer to Texas ' own Mike Guidry 
afte r being up two games to one. 

Portland dynamo Vi nce Ke lley hav ing 

s pent h is rookie yea r moving up the 
ranki ng ran into a brick wall in Dallas . 
Ke ll ey was mer cilessly blown out by 
Woody Clouse in three straight games.The 
best comeback of the round was #4 Mike 
Ray. He has had a disappointing year to 
thi point and found himse lf dow n 10 Tony 
Jelso from New Mexico two games to one . 
Jelso's great athletic abi lity make s him both 
a t reat fo r fans a nd a t h rea t 10 any 
oppo nent. Neve r out until the final bell, 
however , Ray bounced back for the I 1-4 
win in Lhe break er. 

Toronto pro top winner Br ian 
Hawkes trug gled to a tough four game 
victo ry over another of the Texa s clan, 
Todd O ' Nei l. Both matches featuring 
c losely ranked players turned into quickies . 
# 16 Tim Sweeney took o ut #17 Mike 
Ceresia in three game in a repe a t of 
Jackso nville and # 18 Jam e Lo rello easi ly 
beat# 15 Dave Sable . 

Th e most intere sting match -up of the 
32's wa #6 Dan Obr e m ki and Can ada "s 
# I player Sherma n Greenfeld . Greenfeld is 
a great ta lent who, in his on ly other 
ap pearance thi s season. was up 8-4 over 
Kachtik but cou ldn" t hold the lead. This 
was the players pick as the best match early 
but Obrem ski came out trong and never let 
up win ning in fou r ga me s . Probabl y the 
most unpredictable sho t se lec tors on the 
to ur, these two pro vided some very 
interesting action unti l Obremski 's go -for-

January/February/March 1992 





broke gets and aggress ive o ffense gave him 
the edge. Watch for Greenfeld to settle in 
for some big win s with hi s ve ry di ve rse 
game plan as he focuses on t.he seco nd half 
of Lhe JRT tour . 

Round of Sixteen 

Every match is alway s int e res ting as 
per son alitie s and game sLyles cla sh in t.he 
J6's . The North Dalla s crowd wa s pumped­
up as Team Texas hit the court s tryin g 10 

take another step toward s the fina ls. Fir st 
up was #1 2 Guidry takin g on #5 Gonza lez. 
Two oft.he be st diver s on the tour bega n 
hitting t.he floor with Gon zalez lookjn g like 
a machine as he took t.he mat ch in an easy 
Lhree. Guidry usually look s better losing a 
match than mo st player s do in winnin g . 
Look for him to tum the tid e more often in 
corruog monLhs. 

Next up was #13 Kat z and #4 Ray . 
Ray, having survived rus first round scare 
from Jelso, chewed up an obviou sly tir ed 
Katz in three straight. That meant the 
Texas fans were down to their la st hope 
and he wouldn't let them down . #I 
Kachtik was up again s t #16 Swe eney . 
Sweeney is one of Lhe best server s on tour 
but can't seem to get it going whenever he 
plays Drew. Wit.h the crowd hooting and 
hollering after every djving get by Kachtik, 

Swe ene y went down in three easy 
game s. 

The las t 16 in the to p ha lf o f 
t.he draw featur ed racquetba ll legend 
M a rty H og an agains t # 9 Jac k 
Ne wman . Five years ear l ier 
Newman had pull ed a huge upse t in 
Dallas defea ting Hogan . Th e result 
was the same thi s Lime as New man 
used his incredible pinching game to 
control Hoga n and win in three . 

The bo ttom ha lf of th e dr aw 
didn ' t ha ve any Texas playe rs but 
the crowd got thei r money's wor th 
from all the mat ches. #3 Doyle took 
out #1 4 Clou se in fo ur. Doy le ' s 
awes om e dri ve erves forced Woody 
to start every rail y on t.he defe nsive . 
Clo use hun g in wi th so m e grea t 
d iv ing gets but Doy le's game 
see med to be com ing toge ther as the 
round s prog resse d . 

C a liforn ia's D ave J o hn son, 
# 11, prepar ed fo r #6 O bre mski in 

the mos t athl etic matc h o f the 16 ' s. Bot h 
players ca n hit any shot and make it loo k 
easy and have unb eliev able speed and co urt 
covera ge. Johnson , who has had an up and 
d o wn yea r , s t a rt ed out ho t. Obr e ms ki 
app ea red dra ined from his ea rli e r matc h 
and couldn ' t mu ster e nough offe nse as he 
went down in four gam es. 

#10 Mi ke Yell e n , c om ing off two 
stron g tournam ents, dealt out his tradem ark 
control offen s ive aga in s t #7 H a wkes. 
Hawkes, wh ose ser ve and forehand are two 
o f th e mos t fear ed weapo ns on the tour , 
bla sted to an easy first ga me win. Yellen 
over the last coupl e of month s see med to 
have a renew ed confidenc e and he bega n 
hittin g passes and pin ches with precis ion to 
captur e the next three ga mes. 

Th e last 

have troub le but won in four c lose games. 
Lo rel lo is ju s t inc hes away fr o m a 
breakt hr ough tourname nt. 

Quarterfinals 

By the time the quarters were rea dy to 
go on Sa turd ay af ternoon , eac h of the eight 
pl ayers lef t fel t he s ho uld win th e 
to urname nt. Reach ing the quar ters is the 
cut off poin t for a lot of playe rs to fee l like 
the wee kend was a success . T his wasn't 
true of an y o f the rema ining eight who all 
were de ter mined to be crowned champi on. 
With three leve ls of seats ful l of spectators , 
Gonza lez and Ray kic ked off the ac tion . 
Ray was adaman t about ge tting reve nge for 
a se mifin a l loss ea rl ier in the yea r in 
T oro nto to his close fr iend Go nza lez. 
Go nza lez bega n the match wi th so m e 
patented d iving gets an d he and the c rowd 
were psyc hed up as he wo n the first e,l'i Jy. 
Bu t Ray wa dete r m in ed no t to have 
anot her d i sappoi nLif!g s howing . In the 
seco nd he bega n to take contro l and kill his 
automat ic fo rehan d from al l par ts of the 
co urt . He took the second and th ird ga mes 
and the writin g was on the wall. Ray c losed 
it out in fo ur gam es look in g stro ng a nd 
headin g for the sem i' s. 

The nex t match had the Ca lifornia fee l 
w ith frequent prac tice partners Johnso n and 
Doyle squ arin g off. Despi te th e Sout hern 
Cal ifo rnia flavo r thi s matc h was anything 
but laid back ! Wh en these two play yo u get 
a littl e o f every thin g; great s ho ts, d iving 
ge t , and ome tras h talki ng. Last time they 
playe d in Stockto n, Johnson upse t Doy le in 
a m at c h th at had p laye rs, referee, and 
s pec ta lors to e to toe. T h is t im e th e 
fir eworks were ju s t on the co urt as bo th 
pl ayers ca me out smokin g. The y split the 

Ro und o f 16 
match w as # 2 
Robert s against 
# 18 Lorello . 
Lo rel lo has a 
unique game 
style and 
det e rmin a tion 
that makes him 
a threat to all 
the top players . 
Robert s did 

~ 
VW CREDIT. INC. 

Top: One of Drew Kachtik's diving kills against Mike Ray. 

Right: Tim Sweeney and Kachtik in the early rounds. 

Aaron Butler 
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firsl two ga mes, then Doyle appeared to get 
frusLrated with his inability to take control 
of the mat c h . Jo h nson mi xe d solid, 
mistake- free play and great court coverage 
LO go to 2-0 aga inst Doy le this season . 

Th e crowd was anxiou s to sec their 
hero Kachtik , bul first they were Lreated to 
another exce llenL match betwee n Roberts 
and Yellen. The two played in the previous 
two stops splinin g the match es and th is 
promi ed to be a ballle of control aga insL 
po wer. Robe rts won the firs L two games 
using a stro ng se rve and backh and kill s 
from the backcourt . Yellen fought his way 
back into the match with a typical display 
of perfect passes and frontcourt dominance. 
The crowd was with the ·'old timer" Yellen 
bu t Robe rt s was bac k on his game and 
killin g the ball from backcourt for the (our 
game victo ry. 

Kachtik entered the court to chants of 
" Drew! Drew! Drew!" for the match the 
crowd had co me to se e . Ka chti k and 
Newm an figured to be an exc iLing match 
with Drew 's court coverage and Newm an's 
famous pinches . The crowd erupt ed eve ry 
time Kachtik did anyLhing right (and that 
was often) as he swept LO easy wins in the 
first two games . But , as everyone bega n lo 
think ab o ut the Kac ht ik-R a y se mi, 
Newman wouldn· t quit. The third game 
was a back and forth that finally ended 45 
minu tes later with a 14- 12 Kacht ik victory . 

Semi-fin als 

With the Cowboys not in the playoff s 
and the Mav ericks in shambles, it see med 
as if all of Dallas was try ing to get a seat 
for the semi's. Leadin g off was Roberts and 
J ohn son in a match o f po wer and 
conc entra t ion agains t gr ace and spee d . 
John son used drive serves and reverse kills 
to keep Rob erts o ff balance and win the 
first game. IL is pretty much a rule on the 
tour not to let John son gel the first game 
because when hi s co nfidence buil ds , he 
ca n' t be slopped. But Roberts staye d coo l 
and focused and bega n to wea r Johnson 
dow n forci ng mistakes and sp lall ing his 
fore hand fo r ro ll ou ts . He b ecame a 
steamro ller and there was no way Johnson 
co uld stop him . He tried every serve and 
shot he knew but seemed to lose heart after 
the third game giving Roberts a four game 
win and a spo t in the finals. 

The se ll out crowd was hanging over 
eac h other filling the bleac hers and three 
other leve ls of view ing al North Dallas as 
Kachtik and Ray approac hed the court. Ray 
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smiled as the crowd stood and the Drew 
chant bega n. Thi s was go ing to be a tough 
match for playe rs and crowd . This match 
was not going lo disappoint anyone as the 
elecLricity could be felt in the air before the 
first ball had been hit. Ray vs. Kachtik is 
always a grea L ma tch fo r the spe ctators 
beca use of their differing styles. Anytime 
Drew plays Lhe rallies wi ll be long and the 
diving gets will be phenomen al. The first 
game took over 30 minutes as they battled 
to I 0- 10. Kachtik hit two diving kills that 
dro ve th e c row d int o a fr e nzy. Th ey 
quickly settled down as Ray established his 
forehand in game two and Kachtik seemed 
worn out from the beg inning. Ray won, 11-
0 to eve n the match and everyo ne watched 
with abated breath to see who would seize 
contr ol. Th e answer was no one as once 
again they battled to 10-10 . It was Kachtik 
who would win out 12-10 to take a 2- 1 lead 
in games. Thi s time it was Ray who didn't 
see m to recove r as he skipped ba ll a fter 
ball. Kac htik see med to ge l s tron ge r 
winning in four games. 

Finals 

Wh en it snows in Dall as you know 
you are in for an interesting day. It turned 
out to be ju st that and more . As 7:00 pm 

drew nea r the preparation was already in 
full gear . VIP s including president John 
O'Gr een of VW Credit flew into Dallas for 
the fina ls. It seemed the only problem the 
tournament created was a lack of room for 
the match. Every ticket was sold and over 
700 spec tators squee zed-in to see Kachtik 
and Roberts bau le for the title . 

The imp o rta nce o f the match was 
e viden t immedi ately as bo th player s 
appeared to be on edge throu ghout th e 
match. Th e Texas crowd was once aga in 
going c razy for Kachtik in a mat ch that 
cont ained an unbeli evable amount of body 
co ntact. The contact culminated in Kachtik 
runnin g over Robert while hilling him full 
blast with his racquet. This collision almost 
brou ght the players to blows and the referee 
had to ste p in to take control. Aft er thi s 
colli sion even the crowd , expecting a fight 
betwee n the players, turned on Kachtik. 

Follow ing the alterc ation Kac ht ik 
see med up ti ght and did not p lay well 
during the res t of the match. Rob erts 
captured his second stop of the season and 
regain ed the # I Rankin g. But see it for 
your se lf. The fi na ls will be on Pr ime 
Network with the first showing on March 2 
at 12 noon. Check loca l I istings for Prime 
Network affiliates ~nd repeal showings. 

THE RIPIT CLUB 
For an annual fee of $1 0 you can become a "RIPIT" 
member. Your membership allows you to buy all your 

equipment at unbelievable prices! 
'IT'S LIKE OWNING YOUR OWN PRO-SHOP' 

RACKETS SHOES STRING 
HEAD E1<1eloo Renegade Hi $59 660' Nylorl Reel $18.50 
Colossus 3000 can Eklelon Nirvana 3/4 $48 0G Sheep (All Colors) S3.95 
Colossus 2000 $87 Ekteloo Siylus $36 Prince Nyloo $2.50 
Colossus 1000 S60 Head Trl-Coun $49 GOGGLES 
Endeavor $45 HeadGr. Sonlc3/4 $45 
BCTELDN Head Sonic 3/ 4 $38 
Slrolle Call BALLS 
Xlier $149 Penn & Eklelon 
Slrlon $125 
Precis s105 GLOVES 
Son,x $72 Pro-Ouralaek 
Lexis $43 ~ralack 
Tazer $159 Ekteloo Portormer 
Nemesis $135 Elctelon Classic 
KENN EX Eklelon All Pro 
Parallax can Head Sensation 
Gr. Prosence31 $127 HeadCorquest 
E-RIRCE CaB GRIPS 

$ 1.85 

$10.95 
$9.25 

$11.50 
$9.75 
$8.75 

$11.95 
$10.75 

RICHCRAFT call Ektelon/A'me S◄ .95 
SPALDING ca1 Tack~Mac $4.25 

Action Eyes 
Interceptor 

BAGS 

$19.00 
$22.00 

Ektelon Challenger SJ0 
Ektelon Tourn. Bag $41 
Eklelon RTS Express $29 
Ektelon Elite Tour $51 
Head Team $29 
Head CarryaU S2S 

TH0II-L0 SOCKS $4.25 
WRIST LACfll $2.75 
0R1P1T• T•SHIIIT $6.00 
SH0CKBUSTEII WOIIII $2 .50 

~~ _CALL OR WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG~ 
~ 1-800-552-6453 ___, = 
MICHAEL'S• 2368 Dixie Highway• Fort Mitchell, KY 41017 

(606) 341-1174 • 24 Hr. Fax (606) 341-4773 
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A Kat:z-E4e View 

Advanced Stroke Mechanics : 

Do If Like 
The sDo 

The Forehand 

If there is one we ak ne ss I see when 
watching amat eurs view the pro s it is a 
focu s on the pro s ' out s tandin g athl e tic 
ability. And although that is fun to watch, 
many pl aye rs would benefit more by 
watching the fundamentals of the pros. For 
while most of us will never be able to hit a 
diving re-kill while parall e l to the ground 
like Marty Hogan or retri eve the 
unretrievablc like Ruben Gonzalez, so me 
of the basic fundamentals that the pros use 
are aspects of the game that we all should 
be able to incorporate . 

By Aaron Katz 

The Forehand 

To d eve lop the proper forehand 
mechanics for maximum powe r and control 
some fa llacies need to be dispelled. Th e 
first one is "ge t your racquet up, and high". 
When I first started playing I was told this 
time and time again . Very few of the pros 
begin their forehand st roke with the racqu et 
any higher than the head. Rather you w ill 
noti ce on a ll the best forehands , Br e tl 
Harnett , Mike Ray, Tim Doy le, etc. the 
focus during the prepar ed position is with 

th e e lb ow hi g h (a t lea s t eq ua l to the 
racquet, norm ally higher. See photo I. ) 
This allows maximum e lb ow driv e an d 
extension which is c rucia l to a flat and 
powerful wris t snap at con tac t. When the 
racquet is held high (see pho to #2) th e 
elbow will lea d in on the body, limitin g 
yo ur extens ion a nd lea d to the mor e 
inconsistent, short and chopping stroke. 
Anoth er prepped position that 1 often see is 
that of putting the racquet behind the head. 
Once again. thi s will grea tly impair the 
prop er ex tension of the elbow at contact. 

So, if you have been told that the 
"butt" of the racquet is a camera 
lens , taking a picture of your 
back foot, take a look at the pros 
clarification . 

The seco nd fallacy is that of 
the point of co ntact. The my th 
that you sho uld contact the ball 
off the front toe on the forehand 

Left: Photo #4. Contacting 
the ball too far forward 
with the momentum of the 
stroke rather than the 
power portion . 
Far left: Photo #5. The 
proper point of contact 
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Photo # 1. The correct prepared position. 

If there is one wea kness r see when 
watchin g amateurs view the pro s it is a 
foc us on the p ros' ou tsta nd ing athl e tic 
ability. And although Lhat is fun to watch, 
ma ny p laye rs would benefit mo re by 
watching the fundamentals of the pros. For 
wh ile most of us will never be able to hit a 
diving re-kill wh ile parallel to the ground 
like Ma rt y Hoga n or re t rieve the 
unretr ievab lc like Ruben Gonzalez , some 
of t.he basic fundamentals that the pros use 
are aspects of the game that we all shou ld 
be ab le to incorp orate. 

The Forehand 

T o deve lop th e pr op e r 
forehand mechanics for maximum 
powe r and co ntro l some fallacie s 
need to be dispelled. The first one 
is "get your racque t up, and high" . 
When I firs t starte d playing I was 
told Lhis time and time again. Very 
few of th e p ro s beg in th ei r 
fore hand stro ke with the racqu et 
any higher than the head . Rathe r 
you w il l noti ce on a ll th e best 
for eha nd s , B re tt Harne tt , Mi ke 
Ray , Ti m Doy le, etc . th e fo cus 
durin g th e pr epared pos ition is 
wilh the elbow high (at least equal 
to th e ra cque t, norm ally higher. 
See photo I .) Th is a ll ow s 
maxi mum e lb ow dri ve an d 
ex tension which is crucia l to a flat 
and powerful wrist snap at cont act. 

January/February/March 1992 

Ph oto #2. Racqu et too hig h. 

When the racquet is held high (see photo 
#2) th e elbow will lead in on the body . 
lim iti ng yo ur ex tension and lead to the 
more inco nsiste nt, short and chop p ing 
stroke . Anot her prepped posit ion that [ 
ofte n see is tha t of putt ing the rac quet 
behind the head. Once agai n, thi s will 

greatly impair the 
prope r ex tension 
of th e e lbow a t 
con tac t. So , if 
you have bee n 
to ld tha t the 
"butt "' o f the 

Photo #3 
Racquet 
behind the 
head . 

ra cqu e t is a 
ca mera lens , 
tak in g a pi cture 
o f yo ur b ac k 
foot, take a loo k 
at the pros 

vincent fitness 
• • • • • • 

products 

'~rviv,g t:he rc:1c::::c:::iuet:ba// 
~ommunit.4 ~iv,~ 1cr7r 

CALL TOLL FREE 
1-800-241-1136 

Ektelon Racquets 
Strobe .......... ............. ..... $169.95 
Xiter ...................... ......... $143.95 
Strion ............................. $119.00 
Precis ...................... ...... $106.00 
Serex .................. ........... $ 79.95 

ProKennex Racquets 
ASM ............ ....... .. .... .... ..... ... Call 
Graphite Presence 31 ... $139 .99 

Ektelon Gloves 
Periormer ........................ $11 .25 
Classic Cabretta ................ $8 .99 
All Pro Cabretta ................. $7 .50 
Controller ........................... $6 .00 

Neumann Gloves 
Pro Duratack .......... ......... $10.25 

Balls 
Penn (6 cans) ................. $11 .70 
Ektelon (6 cans) ............. $11 .50 

Ektelon Shoes 
Nirvana 3/4 ........... ........... $47.95 
Renegade (high) .............. $61.95 

169 Craemer Drive 
Alpharetta GA 30201 

(near Atlanta) 

Prices good through April 30. Phone 
hours 9 :00 am - 5:00 pm Eastern 
time Monday - Friday. Call for orders 
with Visa or Mastercard. All orders 
add $3. 75 postage and handling . 
Georgia residents add 6% sales tax. 

Call Por Fr"ee 32 Page 
Color L.ctt.a/o:;j 
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----- ~ae. .......... ________ _ 

Joel Robenson 

Drew's Bad Day 
Even at the professional level some matches are filled with frustration and tension. The pressure of the game is reflected in his 
every move and expression as Drew Kachtik works through a really tough match in Toronto. 
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How Do They Do 
That? 

Th e KILLSHOT look-of ­
ama ze me nt goes to Mary Lyon s, 
Aaron Me tcal f a nd their team at 
Racquetpower in JacksonviJle, Florida 
for hostin g not one but two world -
class racquetball events in a two week 
period! Wh e n mo st tournament 
dire ctors shy awa y from the task of 
putting on even one large tournament, 
the se folk s ho sted an !RT pro stop 
along with a large amateur draw and 
the Bi Rak It national championship s. 
Then they turn ed around two weeks 
later and put on the Junior World 
Championship s. Wh at's more, they 
did an extremely profe ss ional job of 
each and did it right in the midst of 
the holidays! 

Bailey Signs with 
ProKennex 

John Weaver , vice president 
of sales and marketing for Marty 
Hogan Racquetball division of 
ProKennex. has announced the 
addition of Malia Bailey to the 
professional playing staff. 

Bailey, currently the second­
ranked player on the Women's 
Professional Racquetball 
Association tour has been a 
touring professional since 1989. 
She reached the semifinal round 
of five events in 1990 and 
challenged Lynn Adams for the 
championship of the WPRA 
tournament in Chalfont, 
Pennsylvania. An acconplished 
doubles player, Bailey teamed 
with Jackie Paraiso to win the 
1990 AARA World Doubles 
Championship and the 1990 
WPRA National Doubles 
Championship . 

Bailey will use the all-new 
Graphite ASM-31 in all 
competition. 
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.. . and returns 

Woody's Trivia 
By Woody Clouse 

1. 
Who was the only player to ever shave his head prior to a ma 

2. 
What Canadian has held the highest ranking on the pi:o ~ 

3. 
Who was the last player to win a pro stop without 

ball? 

4. 
Who was the oldest person to ever win a round on the pro ta 

5. (This one's for pie) 
Who was the last player to win a pro stop without losing~~ 

ANSWERS '6861 Ul!S!lP!W Sp!dC~ pUt:.1!) 'U!llh\S 
JJ!I:> ·c; z;i,, ' ,\\OUS liU!Pl"!.::I ·i, Pl"!JWIU8 "![JC4:) '£ SJ;)AJ/\j .<uspu.<7 ·z A;J(;);))I Oh:llS · I 

A Transition for 
Dave Johnson 
Tr ans ition Racquet Sports has 

announced its introduction to the 
Racquetball industry. Transition Racquet 
Sport s will currently market a high end, 
high tech line . The company will also 
feature a complete line of bags, hats, 
fashion wear and other accessories. 

Dave Johnson of Huntington Beach, 
California has been added to the 
company's professional advisory staff. 
Johnson will be endorsing his own 
Transition frame called Phase II. 
Transition Racquet Sports products will 
be available at Specialty Shops and Pro 
Shops only . 
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Photogra phing 
Racque tball 

(or, Would You Rather Have a Root Canal?) 

You're wondering why your indoor 
racquetball action shot s look so bad? 
Despite the fact that you a rc a brilliant 
photographer, have the late s t do-it -a ll 
camera and your outdoor shots look like 
they were done by the pro s at 
Geographic? ? So, WHY do your 
racquetball shots look like they were done 
in a s moke-filled bar , instead of a 
brilliantly lit indoor court?? Having j ust 
s tarted this agonizing torture test myself, 
I've come up with so me handy DO 's an d 
DON ' T 's , a list I will no doubt add to iL as 
the good ol' boys from Paducah continue 
having me cover the tourne ys. Let' s star t 
with the downside first... 

I) The Light is Poor 
The ljght isn't as bright as it appear s. The 
all white court can fool your camera meter 
into under -e xposing your "subject'' ... (the 
girl with the racquet and . very tight 
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By Charlie Palek 

shorts) ... so rry , girls! I'm writing thi s from 
a mal e's point of view! Th is und erex posure 
will rend er you thjn negatives, res ulting rn 
prints with flat co ntr ast and colors with 
about as much punch as a drunk fighting 
underwater. To avoid this pitfall , one must 
go into the court (preferab ly not during a 
match !) and take a meter reading directly 
off your hand or someone's cheek . You 
want to find a proper expos ure for their 
skjn tone. Spot meters, eithe r in the camera 
or hand held. are exce llent for this . 

2) The co lor o f the Light is Poor 
(There ' s that word again!) Most courts are 
lit by either sod ium vapor, mercury vapor 
or fluorescent lights . The co lor from these 
lights on film can vary from green to blue 
Lo orange depending upon the type and 
manufacturer of the tub es. Dayli ght film 
can produce grotesque results, unles s 
you've got a lab willing to work with you. 
Filtering for the se light s can be costly, 
frustrating and only se rves to cut down the 
workjng f.stop of your len s. 

3) The Film of Choice 
Transparency or slide film will be your 
worst choice. Exposure for this film is very 
critical, and the poor lighting and color of 
the lights will only give you marginal to 
poor results. Take this stuff and put it back 
in your camera bag for tho se clear, bright 
days on the beach! The best film for these 
conditions will be the new, fast lSO 
negative films in the 1000-1600 speed 
variety. The grain holds together 
extreme ly well, exposure latitude is more 
forgiving (except for the Ektaprcss films) 
and the lab can work on density and color 

correc tions from the negative to give you 
optimum re ult . If you shou ld need a slide 
for proje ctio n, they can be made from your 
negatives la ter. Since mo st c lu bs won' t 
allow na sh photography durin g a match, a 
fast film and len s comb ina tio n is a must 
for ava ilab le light wo rk. Shutt er speeds 
be low I 25th are not go ing to freeze the 
action effectively for the subso nic sport . 
Now is when lens speed comes into play. 

4)Lenses That Don ' t Open Up To At Least 
f.2.0 or 2.8 Are Going To Be Too Slow If 
You W ant the Shuller Sp eed Up In The 
Freeze Mode. 
J 've found that an f.2.0 lens is usually 
requir ed if yo u want to shoot at 500th of a 
second al the very least. Again, all this 
inform ation is dependent on the type and 
amo unt of lighting in the court. 

5) S ince you're go ing to be shooting with 
the lens wide open. your depth of field will 
be extremely narrow so foc us mu st be 
extremely accurate. Even Superman 
would probably have trouble following 
Egan's 180+ MPH serve, we mortals must 
look to other techniques. Zone focusing is 
a technique that work s up to a point. Try 
to find an area where the action takes place 
regularly , and wait for the actio n to enter 
that pr efocus ed area. This is a bit 
restrictive, but it's better than your 
eyeballs bouncing around in your head 
trying to focus, frame. and shoot the action 
as it happens. A slightly wide angle lens 
in the 35mm range works well for this. 
With auto-focus camer as , you will at least 
be one step ahead of the manual focus 
users . How eve r, I've tested some auto-
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foc us cameras at these tournaments and 
found them usefu l if the action is moving 
la tera lly across yo ur camera pos ition . Jf 
the action is moving back and forth , eve n 
some auto-fo c us sys tems can't keep up . 
Now if you want to depri ve your family of 
th e necessit ie of lif e for a coup le of 
months, yo u co uld always sp rin g for the 
top of the line Pro Camera systems that arc 
made to focus faster and lighten your bank 
acco unt by abo ut $3,000! ! ! Decisions , 
deci ions? 

6) You Will Be Shoo ting Through Gla ss 
Many Tim es . 
T hi s is like putting a low quality filt er 
dipp ed in Mazo la's finest on the front of 
your le ns. It co uld affect your exposure 
and color balance and will most definite ly 
affec t your image sharpn ess. It al o makes 
focusing toug h. On top of all this, the glass 
will be sc uffed, cratch ed, dirty, or may 
even have that wonderful stuff ca lled " twin 
view" inside the court walls. "Twin View" 
is a dot matri x mate rial cove ring Lhe inside 
g lass of some courts to cut down on interior 
refl ec ti o ns. Thi s s tu ff ca n re ally be a 
problem when photographing throu gh the 
wall at an obliqu e angle. My techniqu e for 
dealing with this problem - ferven t pray er 
that this stuff isn't on the access door to the 

cou rt so I can shoot from there . T ry to 
shoot with the lens as flat against glass as 
possible; the more oblique the ang le, the 
less image area will be in focus. 

7) You May Be Luci,.')' Enough to Have An 
Overhead Gallery To Photograph From. 
Unfortunat ely, most of the time all you get 
is the backs of the players. I like to see the 
expressions on their faces whil e they are 
playing , but the ga llery perspective doesn ' t 
lend itself to that very often. It is good if 
the actio n is hot and heavy with lot s of 
diving, collisions and all out efforts . You 
don't have to photograph through glass, but 
you do have to contend with tight quart ers 
as limited spac e and crowded conditi ons 
prevai l at the ga llery railing . 

8)Othe r Minor Probl e ms Cou ld Be 
Rene ctions in The Gla ss From Light s or 
Light-Co lored Object s Inside the Buildin g. 
Oth er probl ems are cramped shootin g 
positions, no viewing areas at all, empt y 
candy mach ines and no cold beer availab le. 

So much for the toug h slllff . Now let 's 
di cuss the goo d point s. 

I) Th e To urn ame nt Faci li ty Is Usua lly 
Well Air Conditioned' 

Well , there you have it ! The good and 
the bad. Thi s sport is qu ite di ffic ult to 
photo graph , but extremely challenging and 
a lo t of fun . And , once in a whil e, 
conditions are reversed. 
Th e July , 1991 Outdo or 
Tournament in 
Gainesville , Florid a 
wa s a dream to shoot. 
Oh sur e, the player s 
complained abo ut the 
98 % hum idity and the 
I 00 ° tempe ratu re s. 
Wh y Florida in July 
instead of November-

Opposite: Shooting through glass with court lighting can produce 
some off color results. 

Above left: Outdoor racquetball provides the perfect setting for 
good sharp photograph s. This shot of Kim Russell and Martha 
McDonald is from the Outdoor Nationals 

Above right: In addition to distorting the view glass walls cnn 
create problems with reflections. 

Right: Focusing on a zone and waiting for the action in that area 
can produce some exciting shots. 
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the s lackers!! I wa s shooting at f. 16 at 
2000t h of a seco nd and havin g a ball ! But 
usually it's going to be low light, poor 
ang les and no cold beer available. 

Hopefully this short article has cleared 
up some problem s you may be having 
photographing this fast-paced sport. But, 
hav e faith, I' m working on th e 
Quertermous broth ers abo ut having a 
yearly swims uit edition - photographed by 
yours truly in all kinds o f exotic spots 
aro und the world . They keep mumbling 
about budgets, accountant's projections and 
bottom lines, but I' ll prevail. That article! 
will be much more interesting to write and 
illustrate! 
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Did You Miss 'em? ·,c1LLSHOT 
If you missed the colorf ul exc itement of racquetball in the fir t issue of KILLSHOT. you can 
now order back issues. Only a limited number is avai lable and no more will be printed when 

.... __, 
Ruben Gonzalez 

these arc gone. so don ' t delay. 

# I Pr e mie re iss ue . (Aug) Mike Ray p rofi le, 
M iche lle Gi lma n in1ervicw, MPRA & WP RA 
bac kgro und, Hig h Schoo l stars, begi nning of 
Srrandemo se rie , Racq uetba ll Canada 

#3 Oc tobe r . Mar ty Hogan profi le , Ca ryn 
Mc Kinn ey inrerview, Boudman on s tringing, 
California Outd oo r Na 1ionals. Best of 1he Pro . 

#2 Nat iona ls is ue. (Sep t) MPRA . WPRA. 
AARA. & Ca nadia n Na tionals, Andy Roben s 
interview. Ruben Gonzalez gallery. Dynamic 
Duo & America 's Mo t Wanred begin , Florida 
Outdoor National s 

look a1 the WPRA 

#4 November/Decembe r Lynn Adam s 
profile, Egan Inoue interview , 
Holiday Buying guide. SMSU 
racquetba ll , in 1ruction and 
1oumamen1 coverage 

Please send the fo llowrng back i sues of KILLSHOT . 1 
(po tpaid) for eac h issue ordered. Enclosed $ ____ _ 

_# I Aug. _ #2Scp t _ #3 Oct. _#4 Nov./Dec . 

Name-- --- --------- -- --- -- ---------

Address -- --- ---------- ----- ---------

City __ _____ ________ _ Sta te ___2 ip _________ _ 

KILLSHOT Back Issues, P .O. Box 8036, Pad ucah , Kentuck y 42002-8036 

World 's Best Racquetball Videos 
Only $19 .95 Each 
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If you missed these 
matches in October , 

here is your chance to 
watch some of the 

world 's best 
racquetball! 

Each match sold 
separately 

Order 3 or more for a 
10% discount 

Fill out the coupon and 
mail it with your check 

today 

Airport Racquet & Fitness 
3729 Caroga Drive 
Missi ssauga , Ontario L4U 1 A3 
Canada 

Spalding Toronto Pro-Am* 
0 Ruben Gonzalez vs. Brian Hawkcs(Fi nal) 

0 Ruben Gonza lez vs. Mike Ray(Se mi-final) 

D Jack Newman vs. Brian Hawkes(Semi-final) 

0 Ruben Gonzalez v . Drew Kachtik (Quarter-final) 

0 Egan Inoue vs. Mike Ray(Quarter-fi nal) 

0 Andy Roberts vs. Jack Newma n(Quarter-fi nal) 

Yes! Please send me the videos I' ve checked. 

Name ____ _______ _ _ ___ _ 

Address --- ----- - - ------

City --- --- State -- Zip __ ____ _ 

Number of tapes: __ @ $ I 9.95 each 
I 0% disco unt (3 or more tapes only) 
$4.50 shipping 
Tota l 

*These tapes contain no commentary or play by play 
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In the next few i ues the instructors at 

A me ri ca's Most Want ed Racqu e tb a ll 
Camps wi ll be answering questions 
ubm illed by reade rs. Specific ques tions 

ca n be add rcs cd to a ny o ne of o ur 
individua l teac her s. We look forward to 
heari ng from you at: 

Ro llout Inc. 
88 I 5 Go lf Road. Sui te G 
Des Plaines, lllin ois 600 16 

Question #1 
from Terry Marke r 
H9w doe s Tim Sween ey ge t all that 

power on his serves? 

Answer: Tim has tr eme ndo us eye­
hand coordination as wel l as great wrist 
s t rengt h , th a t is a s tar t. Bu t hi s power 
co mes from grea t body rotation and leg 
drive that bring him through the ball. Any 
player at any leve l ca n improve at this to 

ach ieve maximum power . 

Question #2 
from Alan Birkley 
What kind of lob serve can l hit when 

my opponen t cu ts the ba ll off we ll? 
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By Jack Newman 
Answer: You can use two different 

type s of lobs to keep a good short -hop per 
off balanc e. One serve is to direct your lob 
so it ang les high into the sidewa ll and drops 
into the comer. Another way is to mix up 
the speed and heigh t of each lob, so the 
returner can ' t get used to one serve. 

Question #3 
from Juan Martinez 
How old is Ruben Gonza lez and how 

lon g does he plan on play ing 
profe ssio nally ? 

Answer: Ruben will be 40 in July. He 
is planning on haunting all us young guys 
until about 45 . 

Question #4 
from Rick Leigh 
How do I kee p myse lf from losing 

games when I have a big lead like 13-5? 

Answer: It is important to always play 
eac h point like it is your last. You have to 
practice playi ng the rally, not the score of 
the game. Andy Roberts suggests that you 
not keep score in your practice games, ju st 
play in 15 minute interva ls, working on 
your game. This way when the tournament 
comes you won't think of the sco re and jus t 
try to win the rally. 

Question #5 
from Steve Geroux 
What is the mos t effective shot in 

racq uetball? 

Answer: The most effec tive shot is a 
perfe ct ro llou t! Uust kidding) The down ­
thc -lin e shot is most effective because it 
se ts up all other racq uetba ll shots. If you 
can co ntrol th e sho t so it doesn't hit th e 
s idewall, and goes down the line, it will 
keep you r oppo nent in the back court. This 
will enab le you to se t up and hit yo ur pinch 
sho ts from th e cen te r of the co urt. By 
hitti ng down -th e-lin e shots it a lso keeps 

Racquetball 

your opponent in the back corne r of the 
court while you contTOI the center. 

Question #6 
from Leo Shorbitl 
What other activities can I do to stay 

in shape for racquetball tournaments? 

Answer: Cross -t raining is very 
important lo conditioning for any spo rt. We 
recommend cardiovascu lar workouts such 
as: Lifecycle, Stairmaster, jogging, etc. 
This wi ll give you bener endurance and leg 
strength in your matches. We ight- training 
with ligh t weigh ts and high repetitions is 
also good for musc le stre ngth and 
endurance. But most important ly you must 
practice your racquetball shots so you can 
be prepared for tournaments . 

Mon .-Thurs . 9 -8 Fri. 9-6 Sat . 10-5 Sun . 12-4 

SAMUELS' 
~ 
TOLL FREE ORDER LINE 

'J.S. AND CANADA 1-800-543 -1153 
INFO LINE 513-791-4636 

24 Hour Fax Line 513-791-4036 
- RACOUElBALL RACQUETS -

£KT HON SIIObe RTS (OS) CALL COmP'iJ RIS (USJ • . ... CALL 
x,1e,RTS(OS) ••.•••.••• CAll Tc,suiR1S fMSI .••• CALL 
SUJOnRI S(OSI ...... CALL PACKEN.NE). 
P,cc,sAI SlOS ). .••• .CAl.L G1apn.1te P1n 31 .. . CALL 
Stlt' • ATS 10s1 ........... CA.1.l c, -.ac;l'ltlt A.SU )I .. . .. c~u 
Optttn.J ATS (OS) • . . . • CAll Grapt1,1e 11,bule •.•.. CA.LL 
Lt11\Rf S(OS) ....••.. CALL G11p.rt;tt\'l r,g1.1.111J 100 . •• CA.Lt 
MctlRTSiOSI . • •• CALL G, o,Com pl nfl(h,110,Jl CALL 
T.l:r..RTS(t.15' .. . •. . CAU HEAOColmwtXOl ••• CALL 
r.cmn-\ ATS 1us1... . .CA.ll Corou1.1 ;;,oo,J... • D.l.L 
Phy<onRTS (MS) . •• • CAll Cdo\u,1 ,OCO.. •• CA.LL 

w,,,o ,a, :~':tt;'Lb'.f tfO:~~/::ts~ ren111, 
A!1P10G'o1,"f. • . • • .. 995 Elt1tE. 1p1n.s . )995 
Can110,~,G~c .. .. . . 695 f lilt'Act . •• • • .&.595 
Contender • . . . . • 119!> Elile Tour . . . . . . . SI 9!I 
Oui ieGio,.e. 11SO AIShp,ru •. , JI~ 
Ptrlorme, G!o.t • • . • • . I) 95 Cou, 1 Ac.e • • • • . . . 31 ~ 
Enlo,ctf ........ .. . 12 95 lo,Jrl'\.Jt:'"~I • • . • . • 195 
Sfns:o, Qlo.t . • . U9S )., T,,1,ner . . • • )a95, 

- ACCUSORIIS -
PrMTCVN~IGIO-,f ••. 1195 l<tnnhProO,,., .ai.,G ·O\ .. 119:S 
Huo ConQl.lfll Gl<h"t • 12 gos E\ le:on Ro1b0t1 G1rp/AUE ~ ~ 
HtJO XC-1 G'o,t .. ,.. • . . 9 5S tlltlOn Yl'MI TtlP'llft . • • 4 % 
HeJd Sc!f"l1Jlo0n C•~t , , ... ... 1) 95 £\ldon V.11H l4 ctt .. . .•..• l SO 
Ht Jd l.b, ttic , Gk.t,t • . •• , •. 1095 h tt lOn C1.sh,on G11p •..•. 3 50 
Ktnnt, Ourar.JC, G'o-.t. . . . 9 9S H ttl.011 O.c11 . ,ap G,:p ... . 3 2$ 

h ttien Y·Ol,.,P . .J 00 
- IKTILON IYIGUARDS -

lnttl«o lOI , •• ?t 95 Rt~nl . 

~~;ll~~ ttr :~~ ~~'°' 
AJl),IC)f, • 21~ Sv ,e, 01 
t:t• $t1-lt•y • 10 9$ P14m • 
Coun SPt'c-i • a 95 r,.1on . 
P1tccpt . 279:S Ot)mM , 

-NUDHGS - -SN OU-
V:r.1~ Tt.i~ , •.•.. , .• , 4:19:5 [i';T(lONR~ct,e, 1Mi CAl.l 
U1r.ige C.tr) AU , • • , 41 ln N ru~ l 4 1UI.. . • , , CAlL 
M,111,;eRKqutl Spe, 1 • . • , •• 19 9S S1yi,,,i tM/'l; • . . •••••• CALL 

SAMUELS TENNISPORT 
TT96 MONTGOMERY RD. • CINTI,. DH 45231 

Yltlt Dur Slor• WMn In Cincinnati 
S.W. Comtr Ktn•ood l Montgom1ry ~ Acton lrom Prlm• 

'n Wint-Nill to Porllf Paint 
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The Right Stuff 
A look at some of the pro's and their 

equipment of choice 

Over Halloween weekend I was in 
Chicago on busine ss for my regular job . 
Coincidentally. there was a mens ' pro stop 
in Chicago at that time . I took the 
opportunity to put together a stringers log. 
Many racquetball players have asked me 
"What racquets are the pros playing with , 
and what kind of stri ngs and tensions are 
they using ?" I knew most of the players 
from having refereed them over the years 
so I took this opportunity to sit down with 
some of them and ask all of the question s 
most asked. 

Helpful Info: 

Th e gauge of a string refers to its thickne ss. 
The higher the gauge, the thinner the string . 
For example: a 16 gauge stri ng is thicker 
than a 17 gauge string. 

Ektelon grip sizes are as follows: 
Super small - 3 5/8"; 
X-small - 3 7/8 "; 
Small - 4 1/8" 

Grommet : a plastic strip (or strips) that 
serves to cushion and protect the string 
from a frame's sharp edges . It is usually 
assumed that the bumper guard is part of 
the grommet. The bumper guard is the 
protective plastic or nylon cushion covering 
the top of the frame . 
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By Alan Golombek 

Photos by Charlie Palek 

Jack Newman 

Current MPRA ranking: 7 
Racquet : Head Colossus 3000 
String: HEX Premier (Made by Adtck) ( 17 
Gauge) 
Ten sion: 40 lbs mains , 45 lbs Xs 
Grip Size : 3 7/8" 
Grip Type: Tacki -Mac 
Tether : Wristlacer 
Vibration Dampener : Gamma 
ShockBuster (the Worm) 
Notes: Brings four racquets to each 
tournam ent. His father doe s his 
str inging. Change s grommets 
only when worn . Changes his 
grips every tournament 
whether it need s it or not. 
Re-strings before each 
tournament. Using HEX 
string seems to have cut 
down on his breakage 
problem. Strings his racquet 
using a conventional pattern. 

Mike Yellen 

Current MPRA ranking: I I 
Racquet : Ektelon Strobe 
String: Ektelon Factory ( 16 

Gauge) 
Tension : 40-45 lbs 
Grip Size: sma ll 
Grip Type: Ektelon Rubbe r 
Tether: Ektelon Raq-Cord 
Vibration Dampene r: No (but doesn't care 
if there is one) 
Not es: Like s head-light racquets (this 
refers to the actual balance of the frame). 
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Firm ly believes the player makes the 
difference with any racquet. Would rather 
spend t ime on the court practicing than 
worrying about strings beca use all his 
racquets are close enough to what he likes. 
Mike knows how to string, but prefers to 
let his lo ca l stringer do it. Use s a 
conven tion a l pattern and changes 
gromme ts when worn. 

Ruben Gonzalez 

Current MPRA 
ranking: 6 
Racquet : 
Ekte lon Toron 
RTS 
String : Gamma Boron ( 16 Gauge) 
Tension: 40-45 lbs 
Grip Size : X-Small shaved to personal 
preference 
Grip Type: Leather 
Tether: Wri sllacer 
Vibration Dampener: Gamma ShockBuster 
(the worm) 
Notes: Does hi s own s trin g in g on an 
Ektelon Machine and strings for others. Is 
USRSA member. Will experiment with 
different stri ngs and tensions . Has tried 
and continues to experiment with strings 
such as Gamma 3 and textured strings. Has 
no preference in patterns. Changes strings 
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regularly, and will change 
before a tournament. 
Changes grips only when 

worn. 

Dave Sable 

Current MPRA 
ranking: 15 

Racquet : Marty 
Hogan (Pro-Kennex) 

Infinity 31 
String : Kenn ex 

Micro 19 by 
Gosen ( 19 

Gauge) 
Tension : 29-31 

lbs 
Grip Size : 3 7/8" 
Grip Type: 
Synthetic, Gamma 
Hi-Tech 

Tether : Fashions own cinch 
Vibration Dampener: Only what is 
built into racquet 
Notes: Pays a lot of attention to his 
stringing. Does his own stringing 
on a SERRANO machine and does 
string for others. Changes grips regularly. 

Restrings when 
he noti ces 

degraded performance, if the strings don't 
break first. This is usually no more than 2 
months. Will also restring before 
tournament s. Changes grommets when 

worn . 

Tim Sweeney 

Current MPRA ranking : 
16 
Racquet : Ektelon Strobe 
String: Prince synthetic 16 
(16 Gauge) 
Tension: 40 lbs 
Grip Size : x-small 
Grip Type: Ektelon 
Rubber 
Tether: Wristlacer 
Vibration Dampener: No 
Notes: Cuts out Factory 
strings and puts in his own 
immediately. Breaks 
strings every 2 weeks and 
as a result constantly 
replaces strings. Never 
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had a grip last more than a month . 
Replaces grommets when worn. 

Tim Doyle 

Current MPRA ranking : 4 
Racquet : Ektelon Strobe 

String: Gamma Boron 
Mains, Ektelon Factory Xs 
(16 Gauge) 

Tensions: 50 lbs 
Grip Size: x-small 

Grip Type : Ektelon 
Raq-Cord 

Vibration Dampener : 
Gamma Shock.Buster (the 

worm ) 
Notes: Uses the 50/50 
pattern. Bring s 5 
racquets to a 
tournam ent. Chan ges 

the grip regularly . Has 
a stringer who doe s hi s 

s tringing . Change th e 
grommet s when worn . 

Break s strin gs regul arly, 

but would change 
every 2 week s if 
they didn't break, 
and definitely before 
a tournament. 

Dan Obremski 

Current MPRA 
ranking: 5 
Racquet: Richcraft 

Pulsar 

String: Gamma Gut XL ( 16 
Gauge) 
Tension : 41-44 lbs 
Grip Size: 3 7/8" 
Grip Type: Tacki-Mac 
Tether: Wristlacer 
Vibration Dampener: 
SORBGEE (the kind strung 
into the middle 2 ma.ins) 
Notes : Pays a lot of attention 
to his strings. 
Personalizes his grip by 
shaving it or building it up 
slightly to his preference. 
Changes his grips every 
tournament. Uses the 50/50 

pattern . Chan g es g ro mmet s regul arly. 
Will exp eriment with different strings and 
work s wi th a s trin ger wh o does his 
st ringi ng. Will restrin g eve ry 3 weeks if 
the strings don't break first and definitely 
befor e a tournam ent. Rota tes through all of 
his frames, usually 7 to 8 frames. averaging 
2 to 3 hours per frame be fore a restring. 

Andy Roberts 

Current MPRA ranking: 2 
Racquet: Ekte lon Strobe 
String: Ektelon Factory ( 16 Gauge) 

Tension : 43 lbs 
Grip Size : x-small 
Grip Type: Ektelon Rubber 
Tether: Wri stlacer 
Vibration Dampener : No 
Notes: Bring s 5 racquets to a tournament. 
A definite string breaker he average s about 
2 matches on a set of strings . Claims to 
have set a New World Record at this years· 
U . S. Olympic festival with sixteen 
restrings in three days . Will cut out the 
factory string right away to have his 
stringer put in strings. Changes his grip 
every 2 tournaments. Uses the 
conventional stringing patlern. Changes 
grommets when worn. 
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Mike Ray 

Current MPRA rankin g: I 
Racquet : Spa lding Goliath 
String: Spalding Assault Gold ( 16 Gauge) 
Tension : 45 lbs 
Grip Size : 4 
Grip Type: Tacki -Mac 
Tether : Wristlacer 
Vibration Dampener : No 
Notes : A very personal ized grip. 
Shaves down the top to fit his 
hand. The Spa ldin g Golia th is 
still experimenta l, therefore, not 
on the 1i1arket yet. Breaks strings 
regularly and will chanoe them 
before a tourn am ent. Does his 
owr:i stringing . Prefers 17 gauge 
strin g but ha s to use 16 gauge 
because 17 breaks too eas ily. 
Only player on the MPRA tour to 
use racquet head protection tape. 
S trin gs hi s racquers using the 
conventional stringing pattern. 

Egan Inoue 

Current MPRA Ranking: 9 
Racquet: E-Force Terminator 
(formerly the Answer and 
Hammer) 

Slring : Head Redline ( I 7 Gauge) 
or Gamma Pro 18 ( 18 Gauge) 
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Tension : 26 lbs 
Grip Size: 3 7/8" 
Grip Type : OX grip (Gexco) 
Tether : Wristlacer 
Vibration Dampener: No 
Not es: Would re s tring every 2 
months if strings didn ' t break , but 
he can't imagin e that as he breaks 
strings every 2 to 3 matches. Brings 
minimum of 6 racquets to a 
tournament. Doe s his own 
stringing. Uses a conventional 
pattern . Change s grommet s 
regularly . Doesn't seem to have 
to change grips often , but obviou sly 
will change when worn . 

Dave Johnson 

Current MPRA ranking: 10 
Racquet: The Dave Joh nson 
Tran sition , Phase II 
String: Gamma Gut [I ( 16 Gauge ) 
Ten sion : 25-30 lbs 
Grip Size : 3 7/8" 
Grip Type: Tacki-Mac 
Tether: Wristlacer 
Vibration Dampener: No 

Notes: The Dave Johnson Transition Phase 
I[ is brand new and not yet out on the 

market. Change s grommets every time. 
Uses the conventional stringing pattern. 
Will experiment with strings and 
tension s. Has a stringer do his racquets. 
Chan ges strings every 3 weeks but is 

considered a string breaker and usuall y 
breaks his strings before the time he would 

normally replace them . Consid ers an 
averag e life for a set of string s ten hours 
of play . 

General Observations 

All of the pros are such hard hitters that 
they will break a string long before they 

' have a chance to notice degraded 
performance . The average life of a string 
job was I to 2 weeks and that was rotating 
through many frames. Most of the pros 
would cut out the factory strings and put in 
their own using their own stringer (if not 
themselves) even if they put back in the 
same brand of s tring they just cut out. 
They used thinner strings, 16 gauge or 
thinn er. The pros seemed to have more 
confidence in the cons istency of their own 
stringer (or themselves, as the case may 
be) . Tensio ns are down. Those players 
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• 

that experim ented with tensio ns 
a ll s ta yed wit hin fac tory 

recomm ended ranges . All of 
the pros paid a lot of alle ntion 
to their grips. Mo st of the 
pros used one type or another 

of rubber grip and c inch type 
te th er. When I s ta rt ed to 
discuss the high-tech natur e of 
s trin gs today , th e diffe re nt 

co ns tru c ti o ns, thi ck ne ses, 
tec hn ique . e tc .. they were not 
quit e fluent. For exa mple , when 
I mentioned to th ose who do 
th eir ow n strin g ing about pre­

stre tchin g befo re strin gi ng or 
r e leasing tens io n (yo u 

rob abl y do n ' t k now 
what I me a n ei th e r) . 

they were lost. They 
k new what th ey 

Ii ked , mo st we re 
willing to experime nt, 

but re lied on profess ional 
s trin ge rs to he lp advi se 
them on the more technica l 

HIGHTOWER USA 
YOUR BEST SOURCE 

FOR RACQUET SPORTS 

1-800-358-3566 
PRO SHOP EQUIPMENT 

FREE CATALOG 

Mon-Fri 8 Am-4Pm 
4691 Eagle Rock Blvd. 

-RACQUETS 
-GLOVES 

~ -EYEWEAR 
~ -CLOTHING 

Los Angeles, Ca 90041 - SHOES 

INFO (213) 259-8666 FAX (213)259-9516 
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a pects of s trin ging, i.e. , new type strings 
and tensio ns that seem 
to work, etc. All o f the pros changed their 
grips and grommet s almost as often as their 
strin gs. Th e pro s were ge nuinely glad to 
discuss stri ng ing with me and expressed an 
inte rest in pr ov idin g th is infor matio n. I 
aske d abo ut what they used. Al l player s 
ag reed tha t good !ringing was an integral 
part of their game. 

Allan Golombek is a USRSA certified 
stringer and has strung for many of 
the professional players on both the 
men's and women 's tours . 

Through a special arrangement 
with the United States Racquet 
Stringer Association this article 
also ran in their publication , 
Stringer's Assistant. 

For more information about the 
USRSA, please contact them at 
USRSA P.O. Box 40 , Del Mar, 
California 92014. 
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A Winning Formula from a Winning Team 
Add It up. You'll gel more for your money with the racquetball coaching team. Fran Davis and Stu Hastings (U.S. Team Coaches)­
The TWO BEST HEADS are together agam, conducting 3-day racquetball camps in your area. -TIMES-
Physical and Mental Skills+ Nutrition+ Conditioning+ Training Methods= Our Total Training Solution. 
Only Fran and Stu have the combined World Class lrainmg skills that you need ... And that's THE REAL PLUS! 

DYNAMIC DUO SUMMER/FALL TOUR 1992: 
DATE PLACE 
June 5-7 Brooklyn, NY 
June 12-14 Cincinnati, OH 
June 19-21 Salt Lake City, UT 
June 21·23* Salt Lake City, UT 
July 10-12 Tacoma, WA ISc.lttlc o.rc.1) 

July 17-19 Colma, CA (So.r, Fran area) 
July 24-26 Pheonix. AZ 
*Special Juniors 

PLEASE PRINT 

CLUB 
Narrows R.icquctball & Fitness 
Midtown Athletic Club 
Sportsmall 
Sportsmall 
Harbor Sq. Athletic Club 
What A Racquet 
To Be Announced 

DATE 
Aul!. 7-9 
Aul!, 2S-30 
Oct. 2-4 
Oct30-31,Nov.1 
Nov. 6-8 
Nov. 13-15 
Nov. 20-22 

CLIP AND MAIL 

PLACE 
Aurora, CO 
Wilmington, DE 
Sarasota, FL 
Grand Rapids, MI 
Columbus, OH 
Natick, MA (lloslon ,rc.11 

Durham, NC 

FRI. 7:30 PM. 11:00 PM 
SAT. 9:00 AM • 6:00 PM 
SUN. 8:30 AM • 1:00 PM 

CLUB 
Aurora Athletic Club 
Pike Creek Court Club 
Sarasota Family YMCA 
Michigan Athletic Club 
Sawmill Athletic Club 
Natick Sports Club 
Metro Sport Athletic Club 

Name _ ___ _ _ _ __ _ __ ________ _ Level ol Play (Club) _ _____ _ (Tournament) ___ ___ _ 

Add ress _ ___ _ _____ ______ __ _ _ _ Occupallon __ _ ___ _________ ___ _ _ 

City _____ _ ___ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ AM Phone ( PM Phone ( 

State ________ ___ Zlp _ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ Date of Birth ___ _______ _ ____ ____ _ 

Where I saw ad: □ Racquelball USA D State Newsletter D Flyer/Maller D At my club D RelerraVPast Camper D Television AdYertisement 

Please enroll me In the following location : _ ___ _ _ _ __ _ ____ _ __ _ 
CLUe STATE 

RELEASE ... PLEASE READ CAREFULLY ANO SIGN BELOW. 
1 hereby give up all my rights to sue or make any claims for in1uries or damages due to the negligence of The Dynam ic Duo, its stall or the owners of the club whUe 
attending the Racquetball Camp. 
Signature _________________ _ _ _ Date _ _ __ _____________ ___ _ _ 

□ 1 have enclose d $249 , made payable to "The Dynamic Duo" for each place reserved (non- refundab le) . 
□ 1 have enclosed $219 , made pay able to "The Dynamic Duo" (non-refundable) . Because I have paid 30 days In adYance (postmark), for each 

• 
place reserved . 
O My Mastercard or Visa _______________ _ 

(PLEASE CIRCLE) ACCOUNT NO. EXPIRATION 

MAIL TO OR CONTACT: A HEALTHY RACQUET , INC., 28 Ramsey Road, Mlddlesex, NJ 08846 (908) ~()647 (908) 469-2262 
(Officr) (FAX) 

Affiliated with ADA 
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By Norm Blum 

The 
Fast-paced action is 

the standard at the IRF 
World Junior 

Championships 

And The Restless 

Sudsy Monchik 
might become a great 
pro but one of hi s 
rivalries won't be with 
Jason Mannino. 
Monchik , 16, defeated 
Mannino for the 1991 
IRF World Junior 
Racquetball 
Championship s here 
December 18-22 in the 
I 8 and und er division. 

Potentially the 
Monchik - Mannino 
match-up has all the 
elements of the classic 

Stan Badz 

rivalry. They are the up 
and coming players in 
the sa me age group and 

Allan Engel eliminated Scott Reiff in the round of sixteens, then fell to 
Fabian Balmori in a tie breaker. 

JS and under winner 
Heather Dunn defeated '91 
Junior Olympic champion 
Elkova Icenogle 

already have trophy co llection s most 
players can only fantasize about. It was 
cute when they played players like Marty 
Hogan in exhibitions before they were l 0 
years of age. They have graduated from the 
cuteness stage and the days of being towel 
boys for a professional match are no 
longer. They are the veterans of junior 
racquetball and it is now a question of who 
will reach the next coveted plateau. 

But it will not become a rivalry --not 
right now -- not ever. Per hap s it will 
change in the future , but now they are the 
best of friends . 

The two, having grown up together, 
live only eight houses apart on Staten 

Island, New York. After their performance 
in Jack onville , they have to be considered 
among the best juniors in the world. 

"I wouldn't ca ll it a rivalry. We ' ve 
grown up together," Monchik says. "We 
play a lot. A rivalry is Marty Hogan --Mike 
Yellen. We're too clo se friends to become 
that. Even if we make it to the professional 
level, we won't let it become a rivalry." 

The local react ion in Staten Is land 
afte r Monchik won the world 
championships at Racquetpower was one of 
amazement. No, they weren't surprised he 
won, but the odd s of two players coming 
from the same block to travel all the way to 
Florida only to meet each other in the final 

had to be high. 
Monchik 's 15-7, 14- 15, 11-5 win over 

Mannino was one of seven si ngles 
championships won by newly-formed 
"Juni or Team USA ". T he USA also won 
four of the six girl' s division s and seven of 
eight doubles divi s ions. On team points, 
Canadian junior were seco nd and the ever 
improving Mexican squad finished third. 

In the girls 18 and under final, Heather 
Dunn of Beverly Farm s, Massa chusett s 
defeated Californi a's Elko va Icenogl e 15-3, 
8-15 I 1-10 . For Dunn , a freshman at 
South .west Mi ss ouri State , it was her 
second consecutive world title and it came 
over a formidable opponent. Icenogl e is the 
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current high school and US Jun ior Olymp ic 
champion. 

Whil e Dunn a nd fcenogl e we re 
expected to reac h the girls ' fin al, no one 
ex pec ted a M o nc hik-Mannino fin a l. 
Defe ndin g world champion Doug Eag le 
and John E ll i s w e re th e prohibitiv e 
favo rite . In fact, Ellis had highly ranked 
profess ional And y Roberts into a tiebreaker 
in a rece nt tournament. But Monchik didn ' t 
pay mu ch a tt e nt ion to the con ve ntion al 
wisdom. 

" Goin g int o th e Jun io r World 
Champi onship s, mentally both o f us fe lt 
we' d make the finals. From a spec tator ' s 
point of view no one expected us to do that. 
But I had such confid ence that r ju st fe lt 
it,"Monchik says. 

M o nch ik 's fir s t tw o ro und s we re 
relatively eas y not allowing either opp onent 

to reach doubl e figures. He squeaked past 
Sameer Had id of Cali fomia I 5- 14, 15-13 to 
se t up a showdown with Kan sas' Erik 
Muller. Muller , a highly regarded junior, 
had just put on a racquetball show 
pumm ellin g world champion Doug Eagl e 
15- 10, 15-3 . Monchik dropped the fir st 
gam e to Muller 15- 13, but won the next 
two, 15- 10, 11-6 to reac h the final. 

Me anwhile , Mannino showed little 
respect for Ellis the No. 2 seed. Mann ino, 
who also coas ted in the fir st round s was 
prepar ed for a long match with Ellis . The 
crowd was set for a great match but it was 
like the Washington Redskin-Buffalo Bills 
match-up (a lot of hype but a one sided 
match). M annino with the biggest victory 
of h is ca reer domina ted the favo red Elli s 
15-9, 15-3 to reac h the se mifi nals . The 
semifin als were hardly any push over as 

Right: John Ellis and Jim Ellenberger in the boys 
eighteen and under division . 

Below : From the boys 14 and under division, Miguel 
Urte aga and Javier Moreno in a hard fought match. 

Below right : 18 and under finalists Sudsy Monchik 
and Ja son Ma ilnino (photo from the 1991 High 
School National s) 
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Venezuel a's Fabian Balmori took him to 
thre e games , 7- 15, 15- 14, 11-10. It wa s 
Balmori' s second straight tiebreaker after 
hav ing ju st beaten Southwe st Missour i's 
Alan Engel 15-13, 6-15 , 11-10. 

Despite being neighbor s and practi ce 
partner s, Monchik and Mannino hardly 
fa ce one another in tournam e nt 
comp eti tion . "Th e re a re a lot of good 
player s out our way and we usually don't 
reach the finals in the local tournament s, " 
Mo nc hik sa id. " l beat him in the 1983 
Jun ior Reg ional s, the 1985 Junior IO and 
Under and the 1989 14 and Under Junior 
Nationals. 

Add the 1991 !RF Junior Worl d 
Champion ships to that list in what still one 
day might becom e a rivalry of sorts . 

Tourn ament results appear on page 54 
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•••••••••• STRAND EMO 
ON RACQUETBALL 
•••••••••• Serv e Return: 

Ca pitalize! 

In th e Lwo previous articles we 
discussed the hard and sofL serves ; how 
Lhey should be hit, serv ing locations, front 
wall targets and Lhe direction of Lhe serves . 
Since Lhe serve directly affects your type 
of return, it is important to spend a fair 
amount of lime explaini ng serve strategy 
and how the receiver reacts to th e 
effectiveness of an opponent 's serve. 

The logical place 10 begin in a study 
of serve return is the mental strategy of the 
se rv er. A server, capable of reasonable 
power, s hou ld ideally approach his 
opponent aggressively: coming at him with 
a well -rounded arsenal of low drive and 
hard Z serves . 

The goal of the h ard server is to 
deliver a vari ety of effective, powerful, 
and well -angled serves that will generate 
quick action and force the "well -intended" 
receiv er into an aggressive return . The 
"informed" server clearly understands Lhat 
his smart opponent will have an aggressive 
hit/scor e attitude 011 the return of se rve, 
because the name of the game, whether on 
offense or defense is to look for the first 
reasonable opportunity to score and go for 
it! The "informed" server aJso understan ds 
Lhat his opponent, wanting to be aggressive 
in his return shot selection, will be leaving 
up many of his returns. Solid, consistent 
racquetball is based on playing off your 
oppo11e11t's "left -up " shots, being ready in 
Zone 2/3, anticipating and looking to 
capitalize 011 left-up returns. The 
"informed" server under stands and accepts 
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that his opponent will leave up about 65-
70% of his return s in a very "hinable'' area . 
The server also realizes Lhat he is going to 
get an occasional ace, tha t he is going 10 
get some weak returns, and Lha1 he is also 
going to gel some aggressive, well-hit 
returns; some Lhat go for winners but many 
that are left up. The server accepts the fact 
Lhal by playing off of Lhe left-up shots , he 
is playing with the high es t percentag e of 
hi nable balls on his side. 

The goa l of the receiver is 10 mentally 
prepare himself 10 be aggres s ive in his 
ret urn aga in s t hard serves. Always 
remember in top level racque tball, you will 
11ot see receivers looking to be defensiv e. 
Similarly, in baseball, goo d batters 
approach the plate looking 10 hit , not to 
walk. In tennis, top player s anticipate an 
aggressive return -of -serve , not just the 
opport unity 10 put the ball in play. 

Smart racquetball "receivers " 
und erstand the se rv e r 's difficulty in 
executing all of the powerful serves and 
accept the fact that the server's margi n for 
erro r is very sma ll. The receiver 
approaches play looking for the slightest 
mis-cue, the slightest error, from the serve r 
and welcomes th e oppo rtunit y to 
aggressively attack the serve with down­
the-line, cross-co urt, pinch and splat -type 
offensive return s . The good aggress iv e 
receiver is lookin g 10 crea te offense and 
will only be defensive in his return (i.e. 
ceiling ball return) when the serve is so 
good that he cannot be aggressive on his 

return and hi s only option is to be 
defen s iv e . I find , however , tha t the 
majority of players around the country are 
100 defen sive when returning serve. Unless 
they have a great shot , they tend to go 10 
the ceiling 100 much , bypassing offensive 
opportunitie s whenever the server hits a 
les s- than-perfect serv e. If thi s is your 
approach, you not only give your opponent 
con tin ual reprieve s, but you remov e the 
psychological pressure from the serve r. By 
being aggre ssive on your return of serve, 
you place pressure on your opponent to hit 
a serve that is "right on the money" or he 
knows that the receiver is immediately 
going for a low zone return. Each player, 
whenever serving or receiving, must know 
and understand his "shot option" 
responsibilities if he is going to 
manufacture really good racquetball. 

In summary, the receiver is looking 
for any mis-direction o f the serve, any 
slight mistake to be offensive with mis ­
direction of the serve, any slight mistake to 
be offe nsive with his return. Again, it is 
much like a baseball hitter. If the pitcher 
makes a mistake, and gets the ball too 
much over the middle of the plate, you can 
bet that th e batter is ready to rip . The 
server approac hes the serve aggressive ly, 
doin g his best to deliver well exec uted and 
directed serves, but readies himself in 
Zone 2/3 to play off of his opponent's left­
up low zone returns . 

Let's check now and analyze how the 
receiver gets physically ready for the 
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Photo 1:The receiver's body position is ready for low hard serves (e ~ Z or jam). 
receiver ls slightly bent over at the waist, feet shoulder width apa 
racquet. General conclusion: The receiver's body Iii read 

Photo 2: Just as the ball Is struck by the 
and readies the receiver for his full move to 

Photo 3: After the receiver's lnl 
shoulders and takes the rac 
remember against 
crossover step an 

Photo 4: When 
~be 
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ON RACQUETBALL 
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return. The receiver 's readines s depends in 
great part on his ability to read as much 
information from the server as he can. 
When the server gets down into a familiar 
lower crouched position , the receiver 
obviously can expect that he is ready 10 
crank up and hit a hard serve, low drive 10 
either corner, jam. or hard Z. When the 
server stands in a more upright position , 
the receiver can probably expect to see a 
lob-type serve coming. Analy zing the 
server's starting body position is the first 
thing to observe and obviously the easiest. 
The second clue is the server's actual 
hitting position and location in the service 
box . If he is adept at camouflaging his 
serves and can deliver diff ere11t low drives 
and hard Z 's from th e s am e hittin g 
positio11, then the difficulty of reading the 
serve ca11 increase greatly. 

When the receiver ob se rve s the 
server's lower body pos ition and knows 
that the serve is coming in hard , he starts 
to prepare himself phy s ically. He bend s 
over at the waist , knees bent , bouom 
down. feet shoulder width apart, or 
slightly wider, racqu e t ready . (If the 
receiver is right-handed, his left hand 
should be off the racquet, enabling the 
receiver to respond to the serve with no 
unnecessary touching movements. Since 
the serve is coming in hard. reaction time 
is essential. The receiver has got to keep 
movements simple, efficient and 
powerful.) 

Once the receiver is physically ready 
for the hard serve, he then reads the 
servers starting position and his stepping 
motion in the service box to pick up any 
additional help in identifying the serve and 
the serve direction., Any information the 
receiver can pick up just before ball 
contact will be a distinct advantage . Then 
as the server starts his motion, the receiver 
is keen to watch the racquet make contact 
with the ball to pick up the actual direction 
of the serve. This can be extremely 
difficult to do because the ball is traveling 
so incredibly fast . In addition, if the server 
has been conscientious and practiced the 
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serves in the previou s article and has been 
diligent in mastering differ ent serves off of 
the sa me motion , the receiv er is going to 
have to be keen to anticipat e the se rve., 
Even if the receiver know s the direction 
and type of serve, ii doesn't mean it will be 
easy to get to the comer, especially at the 
velocity at which some of these hard serves 
are hit. 

An important point usually missed in 
instruction and a major point of this article 
is the initial foot movement by the receiver 
as the ball is being s truck hard by the 
serve r. Jt is a subtJe shifting of the feet, a 
preparation movem ent. It is a widening or 
slight hop of the feel. In baseball , it is that 
little bit of bat movem ent just before the 
swing. You will see it i11 all spor ts--it is the 
mo ve ment that pr epares th e body to 
respo11d. Once the receiver has prepared 
his body to move (shuffle or slight hop). he 
tak es a cross-over step and goes . As the 
re ce iver is mov ing to the se rv e, his 
shoulder s rotate , his ra cquet goes back 
immediately and he is moving wi th an 
aggressive anitude, ready to hit . 

If the se rver comes in as a hiuabl e 
shot into the receiver 's low zo ne hitt able 
area, the receiver should be ready to put 
pressure on his opponent and go for it. If 
the se rve is so good that the rec e iver 
doesn '1 feel he can hit into the low zone 
effectively, then his option would be to go 
defen sive and pop the return 10 the ceiling. 
Be offe11sive first a11d def ensi ve seco nd . 
Unfortunately, that statement is dire c tly 
contradictory to some articles and videos 
1ha1 I read and viewed. 1 have read and 
watched instructional information that 
stales that beginning player s should be 
defen sive the majority of the time when 
returning the serve . I would rather se e 
beginning player s start out th inking 
aggressive and offen sive. It is very difficult 
to leach a player to be offensive when he 
has mastered a defensive "mind set" and a 
defensive game . 

When the server begins his serve 
motion from a straighter, stand-up body 
position the receiver can read and 
anticipate a soft serve, lob ; half-lob, or 
high-lob Z. The receiver's readiness 
position can start in a more relaxed form. 
His feet will again be shoulder width apart, 
racquet ready, hand off the racquet, but his 
body posture will be more upright, more 
relaxed, because the receiver ha s more 
response time when staying back and 
returning a soft serve . 

The dec isio n will always be there for 
the receiver to dec ide whether he will be 
ret urnin g lob se rv es offen ively or 
defe nsively (offe nsive wo uld be 10 move 
up and short -hop or over -head dr ive the 
return and defen sive would be to stay back 
and let the lob se rve rebound into the back 
court.) If he dec ides to be defensive and 
slay ba ck . he the n needs to immediately 
eva luate the effectivene ss o f the lob serve 
as it is approaching him . lf he eva luates 
that the serve is well hit and comi ng in al 
should e r he ig ht. th e rece ive r sho uld 
probably choose 10 return defen ively with 
a cei ling ball and wail for a better scori ng 
opportunity within that rally. The reason it 
is best to go to the ce iling with a shoulder 
high back hand is becau se for 99% of the 
players it is very diffi cult to pull down a 
return into the low zone area effec tively 
from hould er high . If the rece iver fee ls 
that th e se rve is mis -dir ec ted, perhaps 
landing short, long, or off the sidewa ll. and 
is coming in at waist leve l or below, he 
should obvio u ly choo se to be offe nsive 
with his return. 

If in that first order of bu siness the 
receiver had decided to be agg ressive and 
mov e up to short - hop the serve , th e 
rece iver need s to anticipate the lob serve 
early and be phy sically and mentally ready 
10 quickly move forward and tO hit the 
return on the rise at approximately knee 
level. The receiver would the n either drive 
the ball down the line, cross co urt , or 
pinch/ splat the return . It is very impon ant 
that the receiver exercise caution and good 
safety se nse for the se rve r when short ­
hoppin g the ball. 

Emphasis should be pl ace d on the 
imp o rtanc e of practi ci ng the se rving 
exercises desc ribed in the last article so 
that as a receiver you under sta nd the 
direction , the height s, the front wall targets, 
the se rving location s of all the diff erent 
se rve s and th e repercus s ion s of mi s- hit 
serves. Only after you fully und erstand 
serving, can you effectively evaluate and 
anticipate the serve in ord e r to be 
competitive in your return of se rve. 
Rem ember , always be aggressive 011 tlze 
return and mak e the server "pay" for his 
mis-directed serves. 

Continue to practice the 30-second 
drill so that your ball control (with 
power) will constantly improve. 
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GALLERY 

JUNIOR NATIONAL OUTDOOR CHAMPIO 1 

1978, 1979 
NATIONAL OUTDOOR CHAMPION 

1981 , 1982 , J 983 , 1984, 1986, 1987, 1988 , 1989 
NATIONAL OUTDOOR DO U BLES CHAMPION 

1981 , 1983 , 1987 , 1989 
AARA OUTDOOR CHAl\11.PION 

1991 
AARA OUTDOOR DOUBLES CHAlVIPIO 

1991 
AlVIATEUR NATIONAL CHAMPION 

1984 
AMATEUR NATIONAL DOUBLES CHAlVIPION 

1988 
MEMBER U.S. ATlONAL RACQUETBALL TEAlVl 

1989, 1990 
TOURNAMNENT OF THE AMERICA'S GOLD MEDALIST 

1989 
OLYMPIC FESTIVAL SILVER MEDALIST 

1989 
OLYMPIC FESTIVAL SILVER MEDALIST 

1990 
OLYMPIC FESTIVAL GOLD MEDALIST 

1991 
PRO TOUR RANKED # 16 

l 989-90 SEASON 
PRO TOUR RANKED # I 0 

I 990-91 SEASON 
PRO TOUR RANKED #8 
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Crew Wes t 
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"You ca n get what you w ant if you want it bad enou g h , and a commitm ent to be 
th e best involv es not only yours elf but thos e who support you ." 



You have asked about the players and clubs in your neck of the woods and 
how they stack up with other pans of the country. OK. here goes! Whi le Home 
Cou.n can never cover everylhmg, i l will include a random taste of as much as we 
can lit in. chosen somewhat randomly, with prionty given to people/ clubs/areas we 
haven"t covered before . You give us the material and tell us how the feature should 
deve lop. Remember , we arc more likely to include infomia tion acco mpanied by 
color pho1os .(no s lides pl ease) Photos sub miu cd becom e the pro pe rty of 
KILLSHOT , subj ec t to the usual laws and regu lations. Photos will not be 
returned Send news to: 

KILLSHOT P.O.Box 8036 Paducah KY 42002 -8036 

15th Annual Long Island Open 
Draws 850 players 

It 's only fittin g that our first "Home Court " include the Grandaddy of tournamen ts. This 
fall's Long Is land Open boasted a playing field of over 850 in the mammoth draw. Al Seitelman 

~ 
:, 

~ 
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Randi Freedman 

Wheels Fitness & Racquet 
Club Hosts Spalding 
Racquetball Classic 

In January , The Whe e ls Fitness & Racquet 
Club in Chath a m. Ontario hos ted th e 
Spalding Senior Racquetb all Classic. Some 
of Ontari o's stron g A players such as Vic 
Budiak and Ed KJian turned out for th e 
event as well as some tough competitor s in 
th e women 's r anks from Wind s or, 
Amher stburg , and Michig an. 
Singles winn ers includ ed : Ian Lau, Gary 
Labadie . Ron Win grov e. Doug Toth , Rick 
B eck , Ralph Mc i saa c, Roy Perovich , 
Graham Frost, Charlie Garfinkl e, Rob ert 
Neeley, Dianne McC auley, Lisa Stenyol e, 
Charl ene Shaw, Peg Shaw . 
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Mike Sckul 

and com pany along with Mil ler Lite, Spalding, 
Penn , Jay Chev rolet, Pale lla Chee seca kes and 
Frozfr uit b ars hos ted the now lege ndar y 
ex1ravaga nza which attrac ted names like Sekul , 
Fowl er, D ig iaco mo, Mo nt a lba no , Monc hik , 

Mu lle r, Maninno, Simo nette, Cline, 
and , of co urse, Gar finkle. IRT stars 
Ruben Gonzalez and Dave Sable took 
adva ntage of a weeke nd without a pro 
stop to drop in as well. 

Winn ers in the si n g les ski ll s 
divi sions included: Cra ig Rappaport, 

Eric Go rman, Kevin Vega . Bill Eng les , Glenn 
Pollack, Richard Simon, Randi Freedman, Belh 
Katz, Chri stfoe Tucker, Caro l Schneider, Nina La 
Femina , Arlynn Abramsom, Mayori Aida. 

What do you do on Wednesday night in Cobden ? 

Wedn es da y night doubl es is an ongoi ng tradit io n at John Lipe's Union Co unty 
Racquetb all Center in Cobden, Illinoi s. Wedn esday night doubles has een incorporated 
into the racquetball agenda for all of the fourteen years of the club' s ex istence. Many of the 
pla ye rs are from 
the original group . 
Twelv e player s are 
div id ed into s ix 
equal te am s a nd 
they pl a y round 
robin for tw o 
hour s, or until all 
tea ms hav e b een 
played . 

The Wednesday 
night doubles 
crew . 
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1991 Ektelon/W.R. 
Knudsen 

Doubles Pro-Am 

It is a tradition that can not be denied. 
Just like the leaves changing color and the 
rains coming to end the brief summers, 
doubles in October captures the entire 
Pacific Northwest. Over 650 play ers hit 
the cour ts this year continuing another 
tradition ; the largest double s tournament in 
the co un try! The Ektclon/R.W . Knudsen 
Doubl es Pro-Am, in it s e leve nth year, 
sends a message to players throughout the 
region to grab their racquets for anot her 
great seaso n on the Oregon Racq uet ball 
Association's (ORA) Ektelon/R.C Cola 
Tour . 

The ORA, the only state in the country 
not affiliated with the AARA, run s singles , 
doubles, and junior tour sc hedule s which 
stop in all the m ajor and minor cities 
throughout Oregon an d sout hwe s tern 
Washington. Players compete in each 
eve nt for ranking points based on th e ir 
finish in each tour event. An ORA State 
Team is named a t the year end banquet 
made up of those players lead ing the point 
race in each divi s ion . Oregon's interest in 
racquetball does not stop with the 
amateurs: two ORA stop s hav e also been 
pro stops. Jack Scott's Chelsea's Pro-Am 
which has see n past champions, includin g 
Hogan, Yell en, and Swain, capture the title 
and most recently, Sale m served as the site 
of Tim Doyl e's first pro win. In addition, 
the beautiful Multnomah Athletic Club 
hosts the TransCoastal Tournament of 
Champions featuring the top nin e ranked 
pros at the close of eac h season. 

Portland' s Sunset Athletic Club 
played the perfect warm weather host with 
outdoor pool, ja cuzzies, tennis co urts, and 
sand vol lcyball to distract the players 
between matche s. But , with 650 player s , 
and some divisions beginning as a round 
of 64, there was not a lot of time to relax 
be tween matches . Most players were 
pl ay ing , reffing, eating, or trying to 
replenish liquids with tournam ent sponsor, 
R.W. Knudsen's Recharge Sports Drink or 
Bud Light. By tournament's end, over 40 
cases of Recharge and eighteen kegs of 
beer were gone! 

With a tournam ent of this size, matches 
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began Tuesday night for some divisions, 
but the pro draw did not kick in unt i l 
Thursday night's round of 32. The $5000 
pro event has been a tradition featuring the 
top players from Oregon, Wa shington , 
Id aho, Montana, Alaska, and Briti s h 
Columbia . The event has seen its share of 
young stars passing through in their 
formative racq uetball years; Tim Doyle, 
Corey Brysman, Ro ger Harripersad, 
Woody Coulse and Bobby Rodriquez, arc 
just a few of the players who have made 
the event a Mecca for doubles. 

By Saturday night, the tourn ament had 
reached a fevered pitch, and with a 
standi ng room only crowd and television 
crew in place, the Pro Semi-finalists were 
ready to put on a show. In the first ma tch, 
#20 ranked Jeff Evans and partner Derck 
Robinso n (who grew up in Washington and 
now plays for National Champion SMSU) 
returned to the site of their incredible upset 
the year before. But th is year was 
Evans/Robinson's to prove it had been a 
11uke as they took on Portland's Jeff Larson 
and Jon Marti n. Larson, a past pro tour 
playe r and National Junior champion of the 
I 970's wa s half of the team that se nt 
Evans/Robinson on the long trip hom e last 
year. This year, Robin so n used his great 
backh and sp lats and Evans contro lled the 
right corner as they posted a 15-9, 15-8 
win. In the second semi, you truly had old 
vs young. The young crowd favorite s 
featured Portland' s hard hitting pro rookie , 
Vince Kelley and San Diego 's Mike Brady 
against the two-time 
defending champs, ex tour 
sta r Corey Brysman and 
!RT Commissioner, Hank 
Marcu s . Brysm a n/Marcus 
teamed up over two year s 
earlier and had lost only 
once. 

Ke lley and Brady came 
out ripping the ball at full 
blast and everyone including 
televi s ion cameras and 
Bry sman/Marcus had trouble 
seeing the ball. The first 
aame came down to 14-14 
;hen Kelley hit a 180 mph 
winoer to take the game and 
set the tempo for the match. 

Evans, Marcus, Robinson 

Despite some great ralli es, game two was 
an easy win for the young team. 

Sunday, at this even t, is always a little 
different from other tournaments. First, 
because of the large draws and doubles 
format, over 225 player s play on Sunday 
alone ! The Men's Pro and Mixed Pro finals 
are taped for later television release, but 
most famous is the sa lmon and champagne 
brunch se rved. Many players sa y they 
come not so much for the racquetball, but 
for the hospita lity that is se rved from start 
to finish at a ll hours of the event. With 
that back-drop, Evans/Robinson vs 
Kelley/Brady hit the cou rt . There was no 
question abo ut whom the crowd wanted. 
The young rippers had won them over 
earlier in the tournament in a three hour 
I 1- IO battle over Port la nd' s John 
Wetherbee/Darin Campb el l. In that match 
up both teams hit fluke winn ers at I 0-10 to 
thrill th e cro wd an d their s upport was 
confirmed on Saturday night by knocking 
off the # 1 seed . But often , expectations 
can not be met and the combination of a 
workman-like effo rt from Evans/Robinson 
and a very sore ar m for Kelley forced 
Brady into having to do too much. 
Evans/Robinson con trolled the court and 
the match for a victory. 

So, if double s is your game, and you 
find yourself with the urge to see th e 
Northw es t, don't forget: rain isn't the only 
thing that overruns Orego n in the fall - the 
Ektelon/R.W. Knud sen Doubles Pro-Am is 
another tradition that won't go away. 
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1991 WORLD JUNIORS CHAMPIONSHIPS 

SINGLES 

18-

16-

14-

12-

IO-

8-

18-

16-

14-

12--

Boys 
Sudsy Monchik (New York) 

15-7, 14-15, 11-5 
Jason Mannino (New York) 

Luis Munoz (Mexico) 
15- 13, 15- 13 

Shane Wood (Massachusetts) 

Shane Wood (Massachusetts) 
14-15, 15-7, 11-2 

David Hamilton (Ohio) 

Jed Bhuta (Alabama) 
15-9, 15-8 

Eric Urteaga (Canada) 

Gabe Gose (New Mexico) 
15-11, 15-9 

Shane Vanderson (Ohio) 

Matthew McElhaney (Florida) 
15-3, 15-2 
Jon White 

Boys 

DOUBLES 
John Ellis/Eric Muller 

15-10, 15-0 
Doug Eagle/Samcer Hadid 

Luis Munoz/Javier Moreno 
15- 11, 15-4 

James Mulcock/Craig Rappaport 

Paul Apilado/Christian George 
l 1-15, 15- 14, 15-5 

John Stanford/Mark Hurst 

Mark Bloom/Amin Florentino 
7-15, l 5-12, 11-6 

Jed Bhuta/Robbie Thompson 

Dan Thompson/Shane Vanderson 
15-6, 15-9 

Kent Henderson/Ryan Staten 

Story appears on pages 44, 45 
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Girls 
Heather Dunn (Massachusetts) 

15-3, 8-15 , 11-10 
Elkova Icenogle (California) 

Britt Engel (Florida ) 
15-11, 15-7 

Tammy Brockbank (Idaho) 

Shannon Feast er (D.C .) 
15- 14,15 - 11 

Sadie Gross (Minnesota) 

Colleen Maginn (Wisconsin) 
15-7, 9-15, 11-9 

Vanessa Tulao (Tennessee) 

Riva Wig (Canada ) 
15-8, 15-13 

Sara Borland (Iowa) 

Karina Odegard 
15-2, 15-7 

Alison Coggins 15-2, 15-7 

Girls 
Elkova Icenogle/Rachel !Gellman 

14- 15, 15- 13. 11-8 
Heather Dunn/Rusti Icenogle 

Andrea Beugen/Shannon Feaster 
15- 10, 1-15, l 1-5 

Britt Engel/Dawn Peterson 

Vanessa Tulao/Rhonda Rajsich 
15-2, 15-5 

Elizabeth Smith/Ashley Crouse 
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Tournament Easy 
Software 

Do in one hour wh at used to requi re six, 
and ge t belter results. Just enter lhe player 
data and the co mputer does everyt hing else 
a ut o matica ll y . S c he dul es a ll ma tc hes 
throug h fina ls with no conflict for playe rs. 
Pro vi de s co mplete , easy-to- read draw 
he et, p layer roster. addre ss lab els, and 

more ! 

30-Day money back guarantee. 

Ca ll no w : 1-(714) 894-8161 

WIN SPORTS 

UnderGlove 
The 100% Cotton Sock 

for your Hand 
• Extends glove and grip life 
• Prevents the "S quishy " feeling 
•Alway s a SURE GRIP 
•SA YES YOU MONEY 

•Wear under any~ ~ 
Sports Glove , ~ ~ 

(505) 266-446 l ; 
1916 Bryn Mawr NE 

Albuquerque , NM 87106 

m®&@m@Cl/JJ®llll 
fPl?®@ (]{!@@ 

1M] ill @ {Ji) {I [ii) @ 

rmai ©@M rgvrgrgrm, 
& conslstantly sets you 
for every shot you want. 
" Best teacher invented I" 

Penn & Ektelon gloves 
$8.75-Ektelon Strobe-call 
"Not Knowtngty Undersold" 

R.P.M. Distributors 
1107 Rivara Rd. Stockton 
Ca. 95207 (209) 957-3542 

Discounted Specials : 
$6.00EACH 

TACKI -MAC GRIP (specify color) 
WRJSTLACERS (2) (specify color) 
SPORT LA VIT DRJ GRIP (lube ) 

KLEER-VU ANTJFOGGER (bollle ) 
GLOVBONZ 0 HEX STRING SET 

ASHA WAY STRING (pink/yellow/while ) 

COURT ROCK CAFE T-SHIRT - $18 
Itemize your order and send check lo: 

NETWORK MARKETING 
4065 ANNISTOWN ROAD 

LITHONIA , GA 30058 
(404) 979-7527 

WHOLESALE/RETAIL 
all prices include postage 

ELL'8 
Qi\C 

8fIO . 

• Spalding • E-Force 
• Richcraft 

AT LAST! 
The Pro-style men's support brief Is 

now available to the racquetball-playing 
public . Find out what top players already 

know about comfort and performance 

$49 .35 
for 
package of three 

Sand check or 
money order to: 
TOP 50, Inc. 
1879 E. Ocean View 
Suite 111 
Norfolk, Virginia 23503 
Add $3.50, 2-day mail. 

- - 2-

Stringing Made Easy! 

• Ttnsion RM19t - i- sc lbs 

the A@ 
Portable 
Stringer 
S299.0D 

• 6 Po111t Mount1110 Systtm 
• Drop Wt,gllt \~•th L,nur 

8Jfl Gripper 
• {)Jm1ge~frtt 

Stnng,ng tor All 
Silt fr3me5 

• frJtN 

PreSrrttch 
• 2 Dt fUAt CL1mps 
• 5 YtJr Umirto 

W.Jmnty 
• lnSU\ICl,0/lS GUTERMAN INTfRNATIONAL, INC., OEPT. 1 

71 F\IU..UAN STRUT• WO?,Ctsmt. .lL4 Ollo.."\'J LISA 
(SJ.JJJ.L~ • f.U. ( "31) IJ6.«JJ · m.EXU• ·UI 

call toll free 

1-800-343-6096 

Takes the twist out! 

,ti~ 
~ 

Keeps your tie string twist free! 

l "Lil-Cin cher' ', Hanes T-Shirt 
with logo. How to [mprove Your 

Game by Friday rips, and 
wholesale price flyer , all for only 

$7.95. CALL TODAY 

1-800-662-6663 
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by Chris Evon 

By now, many of you have heard about 
the decision by the men' s pro tour to prohibit 
any of their top 16 player s from compet ing in a 
non-paying event. Since this announcement in 
late October , I have heard from many people 
concerned with the effect s of the decision on 
the sport and in particular, the women 
professionals . The general , although not inclu sive, feeling of the women players is that the 
overall result s of this policy is a very positive one for the sport. A distin ction between 
ama teurs and professionals is one that is long over due . 

At this tim e, however, the WPRA policy will remain the same, which is to let each 
individual or the AARA determine whether an athlete is eligib le to maintain her amateur 
stat us and therefore compete in AARA event s, and poss ibly have the opportunity 10 be a 
member of the U.S. team. The future of this sport, especially as both tour s grow and the 
commitment by the professional and U.S . team player s becom es more deman ding , will 
require that athletes and the organization s work together to develop a new system that will 
be fai.r for all people involved. 

The pro/amateur issue has been a controversial one for many years. Many amateur 
players wonder why at the Amateur Nationals, they have to compete again st a top 
pro fessional player. Many professional players feel they should have a right to p lace 
winnings in a trust fund so that they have the privilege of competing for and repre senting 
the ir country . Some U.S. team authorities want the athletes to make a decision and dedicate 
themselves to either pro or amateur. Some don't think that decision or commitmen t is 
necessary . 

The answers will always be debatable. It is the concern of the WPRA that whatever 
future decisions are made, it is in the best interest of the overall growth of the sport of 
racquetball ! 
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-r /J· .. v~ DEVEWP more than just pictures 
\ (A.N'I' on your next vacation! 

f 
~ DM!'~ is serving up RACQUETBALL for 1 week 

- FEATURING -

. - J~, A~ ,---I A~ 
-~~~~ Date: July 3-10, 1992 ~~ Date: Dec. 3-10, 1992 

Sign up by: May 30, 1992 Sign up by: Sept. 30, 1992 

~~~~~~ 
Fun Vacation & Racquetball package includes: Fabulous backhands , beaches, glaciers, mountains, and great times on and 
off the court are awaiting you. Bask in the sun and work on your game when you sign up for one of these unique trips. 
Camp Package Includes: 30 hours of racquetball with Fran Davis, U.S. National Team Coach. 
Video Tape Analysis, On/ Off Court Drills, Critiquing, Lectures, Camp Booklet, Penn Balls, Giveaways by Head, Action 
Eyes, Tacki-Mac and Penn. 

* 7 Nights Accommodations * Welcome Party * Awards Banquet 
DON'T WAIT .. . LIMITED PARTICIPATION AVAILABLE 

CONTACT US TODAY FOR RESERVATIONS AND ACCOMMODATIONS: 

A HEALTHY RACQUET, INC. 
28 Ramsey Road, Middlesex, NJ. 08846 

(908) 560-0647 (Office) (FAX) (908) 469-2262 
•For Airfare call our Official Travel Agency "Executive Travel" Ask for Leigh at 1-800-526-0478 • 

January/February/March 1992 K I L L S H O T • 57 



Dynamic Duo 

Pros and ons 
Racquetball's right way and wrong way 

By Fran Davis & Stu Hastings 

58 • K I L L S H O T 

De ve lopin g that so lid game 
of racq ue tba l l is m uch lik e 
co nstructing a buildin g. In lhe past 
two iss ues we have se t the 
foundat.ion so we are now ready to 
co ns tru c t the "fra me•· of yo ur 
ga me by working in the area of 
Game Sh o ts. By developing a 
variety of different shots you will 
become a more we ll -rounded 
pla yer who is deceptive and 
unpredictable . You do not want to 
be lhe player your oppo nent eas ily 
reads and anticipates bec ause you 
hit the same shot over and over 
aga in. 

Game Shots can be bro ken 
down into defen sive and offensive 
shots. 

Defen sive: -a shot that will 

draw your opponent o ut of ce nter cou rt 
and/or gain you time 

-a shot that is genera lly hit from 
shoulder height or higher 

Offen s ive : -a shot that wil l end the 
ra lly and/or sco re you a point ; a scor ing 
opportunit y 

- a shot that is genera lly hit from 
waist height or lower 

One of the most basic defensive shots 
is lhe Ceili ng ball. The ceili ng ball can be 
used on the return of serve or during a rally 
to get your opponent out of the middl e or 
center cou rt position. It can also be used to 
ge t you ou t of trouble. When you are off 
bala nce or out of po sition yo u ca n buy 
yo ur se lf so me ex tra t i me to recove r , 
regroup, and get back into posi tion by just 
flippin g the ball to the ceili ng. It is a shot 
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that is ne cessa ry to build a strong , sol id 
game. 

Pros 
The Grip 

I. Th e grip is the sam e as the regul ar 
forehand and backh and strok es 

2. Th e re ady pos iti on is the sam e as 
the regular forehand and backhand strok es 
with the eye s looking up at the ball 

The Swing 
3. Th e swing is lhe same as the reg ular 

forehand and bac kha nd s tro ke s but the 
contact poi nts are d ifferent : 

Forehand co ntac t point : full extensio n 
above the hea d wi th th e rac qu e t at a 45 
degree an gle toward ceilin g. 

Backhand co ntac t point : should er h igh 
w ith the ra c qu e t at a 4 5 d egree a n g le 
toward ce iling 

Th e Fol lo w Thr ough 
4 . Th e follow thr o ug h is the sa me as 

the regular forehand and backhand strok es 
whe re th ey com e co m ple tely around the 
body . Th e foreh and ce i l in g ball foll o w 
through goes down and ac ross the body to 
the opp os ite side but the backhand follo w 
through goes level and ac ross the body to 
the opp os ite s ide. 

Cons 
The Grip 

I . Th e grip is the sa me improper grip 
as th e regular forehand and ba c khand 
strok es 

2. Th e ready po s ition is the sa me 
improper ready po s ition as in the regular 
forehand and bac kh a nd s trok es with th e 
racquet down and the body squ are and open 
to the front wall , not sidew all 

The Swing 
3. The swing is the same improper 

swing a s in the regular foreh a nd and 
backhand stroke s with the forehand contact 
point wai s t high or low er and not full 
exten s ion above the head , swinging 
s idearm or from an underhand position. 
The backhand is swung underhand so that 
the ball is contacted wai s t high or lower 
rather than should er height. 

The Follow Through 
4. The follow through is the same 

improper swing as the regular forehand and 
backhand stroke where the racquet and arm 
stops and does not come completely around 
the body. The forehand ceiling ball follow 
through goes from low (waist high contact 
point to high (s houlder high follow 
through) instead of high (full exte nsion 
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above the head) to low (waist high). The 
backhand ceiling ball follow through goes 
from low (knee high contact point) to high 
(shoulder high contact point to shoulder 
high follow through) . 

Opposite: Pros, the correct forehand and 
backhand ceiling ball. 

Above: Cons, the incorrect forehand and 
backhand ceiling ball. 
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Hank's Top Ten 
By Hank Marcus 

llitemational 
' Racquetball 

Tour t 

TransCoastal 
~ 
Mortgage Corp 

60•KILLSHOT 

This co lumn is being wri11en as I fly 
to Dallas for the fir s t YCI Credit Cup 
Serie s event. fn conjunction with the 
Tran sCoasta l Int ernational Tour VW 
Credit , In c. ha s estab li shed a thre e 
tournament series. With six events behind 
us and the new year ju st beginning ii seems 
appropriate 10 look back at the first half of 
the IRT seas on. So, with apologies to all 
tho se who dis ag re e and to David 
Let1erman, here are the good, the bad , the 
ugly, the surprises. and th e 
disappointment s of the seaso n: 

The Good 

1. The c lub s and 
tournament director s 
who se work ha s 
he lp ed create a 16 
stop JRT tour. 
2. Tran sCoastal 
Mortgage Corporation 
3. VW Credit , Inc. 
and the VCI Credit 
Cup series 
4. Killshot 
5. Drew Kachtik's 
two wins and #I 
rankin g 
6.Ruben Gonzalez in Sports Illustrated 
7. Dave Negrete's hospita lity in Chicago 
8. The Ektelon ball 
9. National television coverage for the pros 
JO. Excitement of Canadian fans at the 
Spalding Pro-Am in Toronto 

The Bad 

1. Manufacturers who haven't supported 
KILLSHOT 
2. Mike Ray's preseason knee injury 
3. Egan Jnoue's knee injury in Riverside 

4. Knee injuries in general 
5. Chicago weather 
6.Bretl Hamell and Tim Sweeney 's limited 
schedule 
7. Drew Kachtik 's wardrobe 
8. Waitin g unti l I :00 a.m. for dinner on 
quarterfinal s day at pro stops. 
9. Doing business with people who don ' t 
return phon e ca lls. 
10. Skip balls at I 0-9 . 

The Surprises 

1. Top 16 pro s 
re sig nin g amateur 
statu s 
2. Br ian Hawkes : A 
new backhand and a 
win and i ts final 
appearance already 
3. Mike Ye llen : 
Returning 10 the 
form th at made him 
th e dominate pl ayer 
in the sport for five 
year s 
4. Ste ve Lerner: A 
quarterfinali s t in 
River side with wins 
over Gonz a lez and 

Katz in front of the hom e crowd 
5. Woody Clouse: Losing for the first time 
in Bi-Rak-It 10 Ruben Gonzalez 
6. Mike Ray not making a final 
7. Egan Inoue not making a semi 
8. Cliff Swain not making a tournament 
9. Ruben Gonzalez never aging 
10. Restauran ts that can make a lemonade 
milkshake 
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May 13-17 
Seatt le 

June 3-7 
Portland 

Riv 
Andy 

Stockton 
Drew Kachtik 

June 18-2 1 
Los Ange les 

~ 

VW CRED IT , INC. 

TransCoastal 
International 
Racquetball 

Tour 

March 11-15 
Las Vegas 

Little Rock ~ ~ March 18-20 
Andy Roberts Memphis 

Dallas 
Andy Roberts 

=-

VCI Credit Cup Series 
Bonus Pool Rankings 

At the conclusion of the three tournamen t Woody Clou se 
VW Credit Inc ., se rie s a $ 10,000 bo nus Dan Obre mski 
pool wi l l be di s t ribut e d to the top ten Brian Hawkes 
p laye rs. The p lay e r fini s h ing #I in the Jam es Lorello 
series will also rece ive the beautiful cry stal Mike Ceres ia 
VCI cup. Brian Rankin 

Dave Peck 
Scott Reiff 

Andy Robe11s 1000 Mike Brady 
Drew Kachtik 800 Jeff Evan s 
Mike Ray 600 Tony Je lso 
Dave Johnson 600 Jason Waggone r 
Jack New man 450 Vince Kelley 
Ruben Gon zalez 450 Gregg Peck 
Tim Doyle 450 Loui s Voge l 
Mike Ye llen 450 Sherman Greenfe ld 
T im Swee ney 225 Brian Fredenberg 
Man y Hogan 225 Todd O' Nei l 
Mike Gu idry 225 Dave Sable 
Aaro n Katz 225 Jason Kirkorian 
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225 
225 
225 
225 
JOO 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 

TOURNAMENT 
SPECIALISTS! 

Your Complete 
Source for: 

• Trophies 
• Shirts 

• Plaques 
• Medals 

• Certificates 

For the image your 
tournament deserves 

No orde r to large 
or too small. 

Just give us a call. 

Wiiif'.AJ 
.. e-eo- &H 9-zeU ,A<°-'9> 

.. 

Call or write for information 
(502) 443-80 42 

2932 Park Avenue 
Paducah KY 4200 1 
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European Ra cquetball 

Over There 
THE BELGIAN OPEN 

The ninth Belgi an Open was held 9-10 
November '91 at the Brusse ls Racquetb all 
Center. The Center has four courts - one 
with a glass backw all and a championship 
court with a glass sidewall. 

Th is yea r ninety people from across 
Europe pl ayed . Comp e tit ors ca me from 
Belgium, Germany , Holland , France, plus 
several Ameri can Service members. There 
wer e a total of five singles divisions, men' s 
open , B 's , C 's, and wom en s open and 
doubl es. 

Results: 
Me n 's Open - Philipp e Lec ompte , 

(Franc e) d e feat e d Edwin Sc hipp e r 
(Holl and), I 5-4 , 15-3. 

Men 's 8 - Erland Schoenb erg er 
(Bel gium) defe ated Bill Curry (stationed in 
Germany ). 15-5, 15-2. 

Men 's C - Ti schler defeated Looman s 
13- 15, 15- 13, 15-4. 

Women ' s Open - Jan Cha yt (stationed 
in He idelberg) defeated Anni ck Peeter s 
(Belgium), 15-1, 15-2. 

An exciting Double s final was enjoyed 
by everyon e wh o wat ched Philippe 
Lecompte and his partner , Mark Boulet 
de feat Erland Schoenberger and Johan Van 
Marcke, 15- 13, 15-6. 

The to urnamen t wa s sponsored by 
Ektelon who provided prizes for all the 
winners . An excellent job of keeping the 
matches on time was accomplished by the 
tournam ent directors, Angeli que Boart de 
la Faille and Marijke Hillen. 

And of course, special thanks to Erik 
Meyer, the President of the Be lgian 
Racquetball As sociation. 

SECOND INTERNATIONAL 
RACQUETBALL TOURNAMENT­

STRASSBOURG 
FRANCE 

The Second International Open was 
held at the Hotel Le Porum in Schiltigheim , 
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By Jan Chayt 

France. A tot a l of 76 part ic ipa nts fro m 
eight coun tries part icipated. Players came 
from France, German y, Holland, Belgium, 
Jreland , Switzerland, Canada, and many of 
the playe rs we re A me rica ns sta tion ed or 
living in Germany . 

F ive catego r ies were offe red. Men's 
Ope n/ A, Men's B/C , Men's D, Women 's 
Open and Ope n Doubl es. With on ly two 
co urt s, play las te d a ll ni g ht lo ng o n 
Saturd ay for those players in doubles and 
conso lation. 

ln the Men 's Open semi-finals, Lou 
South er, station ed at Rhein Main Air Base 
defeated Rich ard Van Doezu m, the Dutch 
Ch ampion from Zoetemeer Holland, 15-13, 
15-1 0. Tom Mafna s, stationed in 
Heidelberg Germany defea ted the French 
Ch ampion Philippe Lecom pte, 15-5, 15-8 
leading to another All-A merican Pinal. In 
the final , Lou defea ted To m 15-8 , 15-8 , 
demonstrating to the large crowd why the 
Ameri can s have been in control of the 
Racquetball scene in Europe for so long . It 
was a demonstratio n of smoothly executed 
shots and well placed pinches. The name 
of the game was control. 

For his efforts, Lou received prize 
money of 3000 French Francs (about $600) 
and Tom took home 2000 francs. Richard 
received 1000 francs for third place. 
Although the French and Germans were 
represented in the Women's bracket, the 
semi-fina ls and final were all American . 
Man y of the Europeans playing we re 
reformed tennis players, and although they 
hit the ball, the shot that really finishe d a 
ra lly was not alw ays there . In the semi ­
finals, Jan Chayt , stati oned in Heid elberg 
Germany. de fea ted Conn ie Da vis , who se 
husband is sta tioned in Augsburg Germany, 
15-5, 15-6 . Sue M ea rs , s tationed i n 
Augsburg de feat ed L e Och s, who se 
husband is stationed in Stuttgart Germany, 
15- 14, 13- 15, 11-0. Le impre ssed everyone 
with her courage and determin ation. [n an 
earlier round she was hit by her opponent' s 
racquet on the bridge of the nose. Luckily 
one of the Americans part icipating in the 

to urn ame nt was a n experie nced medic . 
Aside from needing a bandage and a few 
minu tes to rest she played on - mak ing it all 
the way to the semi-fina ls, and ultimate ly 
finis hing th ird . The fina ls of Jan vs Sue 
was a re matc h for their fina ls matc h in 
Munich last month. At first it looked like 
163 

a repla y of Munich where Jan won the 
first game 15-13. But , Sue came on strong 
in the second game lea d ing for aw hile 
befo re Jan got bot fini shing it 15-9. Jan 
took home 1250 francs for her effo rts and 
Sue received 750 francs. 

In the Men 's B/C , Ja son Werne r , 
stationed in Wie sbaden, de fea ted Paul 
Hansen, stationed in Heidelberg, I 0- 15, I 5-
4 , 11-5. Mike Griffin also stati oned in 
Weisbaden, finished third. 

In Men's D, Dan Mears, S ue's 
husband defeated Skip Arritt, statio ned in 
Munich, 15-11, 15-0. Pierre Grolean, from 
France finished third. 

The Open Doubles sa w some 
international flair. Ri cha rd Berube 
(originally from Toronto Cana da, who is 
presently teaching in Paris) and his partner 
Fracois Louvet (Paris) defeated Lar ry 
Malesky (stationed in Frankfur t) and his 
partner Greg Carr, 15-11, 15-14. 

In addition to cash prizes in the Men 's 
and W o men's Open all the winne rs 
recei ved trophies and prizes prov ided by 
Paci fic, He in eken, Orangina an d man y 
others. 

Specia l thanks go out to the hotel who 
provided special rates for the weeke nd and 
a wonderful cold buffet in the true French 
style on Saturd ay n ig h t. Al so t o th e 
tourn ament di recto rs Pasca l Mu ller and 
Bernard Cornelius who pro mise to invi te 
the Am erica ns back next yea r ev en if we 
keep tak ing all their mon ey and troph ies 
home with us. Finally , my persona l thanks 
to the gentleman who tau ght me ho w to 
count to 15 in Fren ch fo r a match I was 
offi c iating for Su e a nd a French woman 
who spoke absolu tel y no English and no 

German. 
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The Pause that Refreshes 
Using Time-outs as strategy 

by Kaye Kuhfeld 
Accustom yourself to taking tim eouts! 
I believe th a t unle ss you are virtually 
playing with complete control of the ga me 
that you shou ld get into the habit of taking 
your timeouts. 

Many players go through an entire game, 
under the most adverse of co nditions and 
never use a tim eout. Why not ? 

I. Not su re how to use this timeo ut (Do I 
leave th e court? Wh at do I think abo ut ? 
etc.) 

2 . Too se lf-conscious ( It looks like I'm 
stalling. Wh at will peop le think?) 
3. Appearance of being out of control, out 
of shape, out of the game 
4. A stubbornne ss in believing you can get 

through this phase or problem by just 
continuing. 
5. Be lieving it will not be of any benefit 

Whatever the re asons, you sho ul d 
understand that you are entitled to these 
timeouts and should execute using all of 
them, if necessary . You are in control of 
how you ca n use them , giving you th e 
edge . 

When should a timeout be used? 

I .Long rallies. A timeout will give you a 
chance to regain composure, oxygen, and a 
more prepared s tat e of mind for the 
oncom ing moment. 

Large 01arm ............. ....... .... ... $52 
w/Gold Ball ......................... $67 
w/Diamond ............... ........ . $112 

Small Charm ............ ............ ... $39 
w/Gold Ball ....... ......... ......... $55 
w/Diamond .............. ......... ... $91 

Lightweight Chains ........... $2/inch 
Heavyweight Chains .... ..... $4/inch 

c,,.. .. ....,.,..., 

1-800-7<,2--U,5] 
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2 . An opportunity to formulate a plan of 
action: this should occur whether you are 
receiv ing or serving. 
3. When you are at a standstill (i.e. in the 
12th, 13th or 14th point of a game and are 
perhaps tied or leading and cannot see m to 
move forward and get the next point. 
4. When your opponent has run a series of 
points . 
5. When you find your mind wandering and 
becoming di strac ted. 

I sugg est using three timeouts in 5-point 
incremen ts in a 15-point game.From this 
you can develop your own strategy to use 
all three timeouts over the course of a 
game . 

ORDER TODAY 1-800-762-4653 
Court Rat T-Shirt ................. $12.95 

(White) 
AARA Sweatshirt ................ $19.95 

(White) 
Kill It T-Shirt ........................ $12.95 

(White) 
Canton Fleece ...................... $28.95 
(Neon Pink, Lime 
or Yellow) 

Hot Shot T-Shirt ................... $12.95 
(White or :Black) 

Racquetball Tit'! ..................... $ 15.00 
(Maroon or Navy) 

Hogan Video .......................... $19.95 
Racquetball Bracelet .......... $299.00 

w/Diamonds ............... ........ $600.00 
Racquetball Earrings ........... $89.00 
Racquetbball Pinky Ring ..... $72 .00 

RtgU)ar UPS $3.50, 2nd Day Afr $6.00 

Guaranteed Holiday Dtlivtry 
Mail Check and Money O!dcn IO: 

FIRST COAST PROMOTIONS 
1760 Shadowood Lane, #410A 
~ Jacksonville, A.. 32207 ,._.. 
~ Fax (904) 396-6936 --., 
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CORONADO TRAIN.ING CENTER 

1992 Instructional Sessions 
□ December 28-31, 1991 □ May 16-19, 1992 

□ January 2-5, 1992 □ May 21-24, 1992 
□ March 7-10, 1992 □ June 27-30, 1992 
□ March 12-15, 1992 □ July 2-5, 1992 
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Introducing thermonuclear racquetball . 

It has an asymmetrical vvarhead of 90% ultra high - modulus graphite and 10 % fiberglass that 

vvill rock any court to its ever - loving foundation . Yet it vvon't rock , rattle or jar you in any vvay 

at all. The ultralight , superbly balanced frame - vvith its revolutionary undulating profile -

puts all the explosive energy of the racquet on the ball , instead of squandering it on vibration. 

- , 
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Oppo sing Leh and Righ r Prof iles 

Brace you rself for the blast . The Age of Asymmet ry is here. The 

Marty Hogan Graphite ASM 31 graduates from wide to superwide ... 

t o w ide .. . and back agai n to superwide . Upon ball 

contact, in one atomic instant, the resonant reaction of 

each frame section is nullified by the opposing section. 

That energy has to go somewhere. And that somewhere 

is back into the ball for warp speed wit h zero vibes. 

From this day forward, everyone else is going to be playing catch-up 

racquetball. Because th is is Marty Hogan Racquetball. And it's the 

Nam,o"h• Garn,.'" I 
Marty Hogan Racquetball 

A Division of ProKennex 

9606 Kearny Villa Road 

San Diego, CA 92126 




