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World Racquetball
Championships

HAMBURG, GERMANY

Every two years the world’s best ama-
teur racquetball players congregate to
compete for the title of world champion.
This year the honor of hosting this prestig-
ious event wentto the Jenfeld Racquetball
Club in Hamburg, Germany.

Perhaps a no more appropriate city
could have beenselected. Recognized as
the “gateway to the world” Hamburg was

founded over 1150 vears ago, but little is
left of the old Hamburg. The great fire of
1842 and thebombing raids of 1943 largely
destroyed the historic buildings dating
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back tothe middle ages. Itis thus fascinat-
ing to see the last examples of old
Hamburg's half-timbered houses sur-
rounded by modern muiti-storey dwell-
ings.

This contrast carried over to the rac-
quetball courts where twenty-three coun-
tries gathered to compete in the fourth
annual world championships. The world

championships are like no other racquet-
ball event. The importance of the event,
although sometimes underestimatedinthe
U.S., providesthe stimulus and framework

for the future growth of racquetball in most
other countries.

In Canada, a world title guarantees
economic backing from Sports Canada for
the next twelve months. In Japan, team
members receive special recognition and
increased opportunities for job placement
in the nation’s best clubs. Other countries
use improved performance to stimulate
local media interest and attract
new sponsorships.

But the importance of the
world championships goes far
beyond the obvious economic
and media benefits. Racquet-
ball in many of the European
countries is only a few years
old. Organizers and players are
starving for information regard-
ing every phase of the sportand
the seven days of competition
allow plenty oftime for exchang-
ing ideas. It is not unusual to
see players from the top coun-
tries explaining new techniques
or showing new equipment to
players from countries where
the sport is in its infancy. Na-
tional leaders share organiza-
tional skills, while coaches and
managers use every opportu-
nity to evaluate their rival asso-
ciates. It is these types of inter-
changes which lay the founda-
tion for future expansion.

The world championships
are divided into two segments
of competition. The first three
days concentrate on team com-
petition in which the countries
are separated into divisions with
the top seeded countries head-
ing each division. The final three days are
devoted to singles competition with normal
tournament draws. The seeds are deter-
mined by individual performance during
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