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When Spalding teams up with top-ranked P!o __ Mike Ray to design a new racquetball 

racket, you expect big things. And you get them. Like the new Goliath w -the largest 

racket in Spalding's line-up with a full 113sq. in. of hitting surface. 

Designed to take the abuse of the pros, the Goliath T" is as durable as it is powerful. 

With a cross section that tapers on both the sides and front for ultima~e stiffness and , 

durability. And backed by a 2-year frame warranty. G. 

The Goliath TM. It's one mean giant! 



The New V6 Passat 

Nouveau smart. 

A funny thing happened on the way 
to the 90's. 

People came to their senses. 
Intelligence of all things became 

more socially acceptable than 
extravagance. 

And things like common sense, hon­
esty and good old-fashioned value were 
suddenly back in vogue. 

In other words, people everywhere 
started acting, well, just like a 
Volkswagen. 

They started believing that you don't 
have to show off to stand out. 

That a car should cost what a car 
should cost. Not what a house should cost. 

And by no small coincidence, they 

began buying the Volkswagen Passat. 
A bona fide European touring 

sedan that asks you not to scale back 
your expectations, just what you pay 
for them. 

Wrth a heady V6, 172-horsepower 
engine, electronic traction control and 
ABS brakes, our Passat GLX is built to 
massage roads, not egos. 

Providing all the driving exhilaration 
a thinking person could desire along 
the way. 

For details, call 1-SOG-444-8987. 
Or visit your Volkswagen retailer. 

Where you can discover firsthand 
that you don't have to be rich to have a 
driving experience that is. 

~ Experience 
~ Fahrvergnilgen 

IC>1993 Volkswagen jS.tbell5....., MS . Don't ~ and ~ -1 
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Cliff Swain 's re-emergen ce on I.he 
IRT has shake n up the pro ran ks. 
His Lalent and abiliti es hav e mad e 
him a crowd favorite at Pro Stop s 
a ll acros the co umry . In Lhis can­
did intervi ew Cliff talks about the 
tour . old and new , and how it feels 
10 be back in the thi ck of racque t­
ball battle . Page 12 Cliff Swain 
Making The Tra11sirio11 

There is an overw helmin g multitud e o f 
g rea t racquets avai lable today. Lynn 
Balthazor g iv es us a company-by ­
co mp a ny in-depth look a t w hat is 
avai labl e, strength s and wea knesses, 
si zes. pric e ran ge and avai labili ty. 
Page 41 / Was Fram ed! by Lynn 
Balthazor 

Cover: Cliff Swain 
Photographed hy: Danny Eckley 
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The WPRA is back in full swing 
thi s seaso n. Th eir openi ng tourna ­
ment in Phil ade lphia provided lots 
of exci tement and su rpr ises . Marc i 
Drex ler proved 10 be the big win­
ner as her agg ress ive sty le served 
h e r well. Page 26 Seas on 's 
Greerings 
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Hey, buddy, where's 
the fire? 

No, this is no t the new athletic gear sa nctioned to defend Cliff 
Swain's drive se rve . So why is th is ma n dre ssed li ke a fir eman? 
Beca u e it' s Captain Mik e Wolfe of the Lo An geles County Fire 
Depa rtment , St ation 34 . Comi ng lat e r in the spring is the World 
Firefighter Game s in c luding the Firefighter' s R acque tbal l 
Tournament. 

Last year's even t fea tured 45 spo rts with over 3,500 comp eti to rs from 
25 co untri es. Firefighter s. department em ployees and spo use~ arc 
allowed to comp e te. Wonder if they have to wear a ll that eq uipm ent 
to play? 

That's a lot of racquets! 

• 

Marty Hogan Racqu etball division of Pro Ken nex has made a don at ion of 4000 racqu etbal l racquet s to the AARA 
10 benefit the j unior racquetball and commu nity outreach progra ms. 

Ea ch of the AARA ·s state presidents will have acces s to a portion of the racquet al lotment and a supply of protec­
tive eyewear and t-shirt s, also don ated by the San Diego based firm. The merchandise is earmarked to assist in the 
continuation or development of junior racquetball progra ms as well as for use by underprivileged youth s 

'Through this program with the AARA , we hop e to under sco re our co ntinuing dedication to racquetball and par­
ticularly to the younger player s who we believe repr ese nt the future of the sport," sa id Joh n Weaver, vice presi­
dent of Marty Hogan Racquetb all divisio n of Pro Kennex. 

fn addi tion to the equipment donation , Pro Kennex is workin g closely with the AARA to develop formats for a 
variety of program , tournament s, and clinics that are designed for young racqu etball play ers. 

March/April 1993 



Sudsy Signs 
Top Junior racquetball co mpeti­
tor, Sud sy Monchick, 18 ha s 
sig ned a long term co nlra ct w ith 
Ek te lon. Th e 1992 World Junior 
Racqu etball Champion has cap ­
tured virtually every junior vic­
tory in both singles and doubles. 
Th e Staten Island re ident first 
pl ayed in 198 1, learn in g from 
rac qu etba ll g rea t Ruben 
Gonzalez. 

Junior National Team Needs You! 

Since the travel is expe nsive and eac h tea m member is required to 
raise a portio n of his /he r ow n 1993 summ er trave l bud get, any assis­
tance is welcom ed by the e lite U.S. Juni or Nation al Team (see page 
46) . In fact to enco urage outside help. team members will be provid ­
ing team shirt s and othe r team sportswear to contrib uters who partici­
pate at variou sponsor ship levels. To help, co ntact the AARA in 
Colorado Spring s at (7 19) 635-5396. Wh at a grea t way to do some­
thin g to rea lly he lp in the growt h of the sport! 

Who's Hot in Racquetball 
Cliff Swain --w innin g eve rythin g in s ight 

Marci Drexler --big upset in the Philly final aga inst Gould 

Andy Roberts --holding fast to# I Ranking 

Michelle Gould--# J eve n with an injury 

Ruben Gonzalez --hi s seco nd win of rhe seaso n, at age 40 

Aaron Katz --consistent ea rly round upsets, big win at Bl RAK IT 

Drew Kachtik --a run of 26 strnig ht point s against Andy Robert s in 

Atlanta 
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.. . and returns 

" How did you g uy s get down here, 
anyway?" 

--NBA referee to 
Cliff Swain and Tim Doyle during a 
game between the Washington 
Bullets and Utah Jazz 

"I got beat on like a rented mule." 
--Tim Sweeney after 

a tough loss 

"I only we nt in to ask direction s." 
--Derek Robinson, 

SMSU 

All the Right Moves 

E-Forcc 
E-Force has moved 10 new offices in 
Honolulu. The new address is 
E Force Spans 
841 C Pohuka ina SLreel 
Honolulu , Hawaii 96813 

Pacific Sports Warehouse 
Pacific Spans Warehouse has moved 10 a 
new location in the San Diego suburb of 
Santee. The mai l order company wh ich 
used to be known as Fron tier Pro Shop 
now occup ies a sale s and warehou se facili­
ty with nearly triple the floor space of the 
old site. The new toll-free numb er is 800 -
835 - I 055 and orders w ill be take n 
Monday through Saturday. 
Pacific Sports Warehouse 
I 0746 Kenney Street 
Santee, California 920 71 

Network Marketing 
Network Marketing has bee n a major sup­
plier to the racquet ball industry since 1982 
and is th.: Master Distributor for T acki ­
Mac grips. K leersho t eyeguards. 
Wri stlacers. Sport Lav it Dry Grip, Kleer­
Vu anti-fogger. Ashaway strin g . I-lex 
st ring, and Strokemaner. 
Netw ork Marketing 
205 Axton Court 
Roswell. Georgia 300 76 



Ektelon Wanted 
"America's Most Wanted" 

IRT IOuring pro Jack Newman. best known for hi s Amer ica 's Most Wanted 
Racqu etball Camps thoroughout the cou nt ry has signed a long te rm contrac t 

with Ekte lon. Terr i Graham. player promotions 
manager wi th th e S an Di ego bas e d firm 
annou nced Newman's aflll1ation with the com­
pany. "Jack Newman is a true promoter of the 
game o f racq ue tb all as well as his spo nso rs," 
Gra ham said . "We 'r e exc ited -- Jack will be a 
treme ndous asset to Ektelon." ' 

KILLSHOT I 
..IC.•-""',_. ~ (imclAL MAGAZlN: 1111 

~Leader 
,..Ji_ ,.,,.....1.t,...- ll,.,Ll1-· ,_......._ 
omcJAL <YE GUARD OR'ICI, 

Th e 29-yea r old Chicago reside nt fir st appeared in the racquetba ll spotligh t 
when he won the 198 1 Junior Na tional Champ ionship . AL age 18. he capt ured 
the 1982 AARA Nati onal Amateur Cha mpi onship . Using a co ntro lled playing 
s tyle mixed with power , Newman was aLtendin g Memp his State Univer s ity 
when he won the 1982 and 1983 Nation al Co lleg iate Champion titles. I-le was a 
member of the first U.S. Nat ional Racque tball Team fro m 198 1- 1983 and won 
his first pro stop in Chicago in 1991. 

Nl)~g~ '1-p ~ -<.-<. i Yl /J Ho ga n Racqu e tb a ll , a di v isio n of Pro 
c...J ....,,,J ....,,,J '::::!J Kennex. believe he co uld make a co me---. ~ '"' 0-1----<. bac k with li11le effo rt . "Would f be co m--=- .....,JY I l-,....,,,J petitive? Are y ou kiddin g me?," Hoga n 

says . "Maybe I ' ll wa it until I'm 40 so l'll 

Theory # I 005 
I hav e always thought part o f racque t­

ba ll's problem s in the late "80's was one of 
publi c re lati ons. C lubs were go ing up le ft 
and right in the ·7o· s and racquetba ll wa 
hot. Quit e fr ankl y ther e were too many 
c lub s built so ii was no surpri se when they 
started clos ing at a rapid rate. Somehow the 
clo sings were interpreted as a sign that rac ­
qu e tba ll w as on the declin e and th at did 
cau se so me peo ple to put away their rac­
qu e ts. That 's why I was g lad to see th e 
AARA with a boo th at the rece nt S up er 
Show in Atlanta which allract ed tJ1ousands 
of sportin g goo ds manufa cturers and buy-
ers. 

Comeback? ? 
Marty Hoga n ha s n ' t e xac tly bee n 

de vourin g ' 'humbl e pi e" durin g the fir s t 
few month s of his retirement (?). Th e flam ­
boy ant Ho gan , who i s te ndin g to hi s 
Mi ss ouri r anch and promotin g M a rty 
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be the first national champ ion 10 have wo n 
in thr ee diff e rent dec ad es . If I wanted to 
co me back and domin ate aga in, there' no 
questio n I co uld do ii. " 

Hoga n a lso says today ' s players lac k 
pe rso na lit y o r s ty le a nd j ok in g ly ta lk s 
about co mp eting in the age group divi sion 
of the E kte lon US Nationals. " I' d do it if I 
wa s un see ded a nd me t nati ona l cha mp 
Dave Pec k (form er prof essio na l r iva l) in 
th e fir s t ro und o f the 30+ and 35 + divi -
s ion." 

Potpourri 
• T he hott es t accesso ry of the '9 0 's 

will be strin g . 
• You have to adm ire C liff Swain for 

the co mebac k he's m ade thi s yea r. He too k 
a seaso n o ff to pu rsue a tenni s ca ree r and 
wh en it didn't wor k out return ed to rac­
quetball in gra nd style . C liff isn' t a fan o f 
mine (hi s lawyer threa tened to sue me for 
one o f my one- lin ers) but you mu st g ive 
him credit. 

March/ April 1993 



) 
DuraKill TM PovverKill ™ SuperKill ® 

The most Wanted Wanted b~ 
wanted of all by raciuetba I 
racquetball merciless payers 

strings! power hitters! everywhere! 

This villain provides This deadly assassin This de(oerado is 
cool, efficient power is designed to provide known or its tough, 
in combination with unrelenting tower in yet resilient charac-
the toughest, notch - every shot o the ter at all levels of 
resistant life in the game. Strin~ it up f:1ay. Rec9m~ended 
business. Try it today and e iminate or any s1tuat1on 
today - it's murder the competition! where you need to 
on your opponents! win! 



NEUMANN® 
"The TackifledTM 

Racquetball Glove ... 
improves control 

and power." 
LEWIS W MULVANEY 

Neumann Tackified Racquetball 
Gloves add a new dimension of skill 
and confidence to the game. The 
patented Tackified palm and 
fingers provide a firm yet relaxed 
grip on the racquet that can ' t be 
matched. No other glove can 
give the added control and power 
and get you set for that kiJJshot. 

The durability of the Neumann 
Tackified Racquetball Gloves is 
unmatched. This glove lasts game 
after game after game. 

Among the several styles of Tackified 
Racquetball Gloves available , the Gladiator Glove is fast 
becoming the glove of choice by more and more players. In 

addition to the 
Tackified leather palm 
and fingers , the 
Gladiator features a 
patented rugg ed 
"Knuckl e" protecto r 
that helps prevent 
bruised and injured 
knuckl es when your 
play gets aggressive. 

For better racket control and more power, slip on a Neumann 
Tackified Racquetball Glove next time you ' re ready to play. 
You' ll see the differenc e in your game. And I personally 
guarantee your satisfaction. 

? ~t[ NDCOO 
NEUMANN 41> TACKIFIED TM GLOVE co. 

Hoboken, NJ 07030 

Our standard is innovation - not imitation. 
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(Editori a l comm e nt s ) 

Where Would Superman Be 
Without Pay Phones? 

It 's the l iul e thi ngs in life that are 
sometim es the mo l important. fl ' usu­
all y tho e same liule thing that we take 
for gra nted or generall y ignore that we 
f ind o ut l ater had an immea urabl e 
va lue. 

though, in thi s day of cel lul ar phones 
and ope n phone cub ic les , o ld C l ark 
couldn' t have made such a mooth sl ide 
from mi Id mannered repo rter to caped 
uper hero. 

W e all tend to igno re thi ngs un ti l 
they're gone. I guess the who le point of 
th i i to remind ourselve not do it with 
telev i ion cove rage of racquetba ll . W e 

remi nd you lo send us info rmati on about 
your l oca l tournamen ts. leagues, and 
events. Home Co urt is waiti ng to pro­
v ide space to co ver yo ur happe ni ngs. I 
al o want to rem i nd you that the next 
i ssue will be the comb i ned Summer 
i ssue , mai lin g in June . It' s a specia l 
[nstru ctio nal I ssue wtth great t ips and 
in tervi ew s o n way s to improve yo u r 
game, fro m the basic beg inning learner 
to the expe rienced advanced tourname nt 
competit or. 

It ' li ke that guy, C lark Kent. 1·m 
ure he thought a lot about how lucky he 

was, able to leap tall buil d ing and all. 
But , do yo u uppo e he ever stopped to 
con ider ju t where he' d be wi thou t all 
th o se pay pho ne s sc all ered acro ss 
M et rop ol is? It hel ped that tho e fo lk 
aroun d him were a Jillie s low on the 
up take and neve r fi gured out that the 
guy behind the g la ses was the ame one 
in th e b lu e ti g ht . You ca n be sure , 

houl d not on ly watch tho e events cur .. 
rently being televised, we should let the 
ca bl e networks know how importa nt 
they are to us. You can start w ith your 
local cable opera tor or go all the way to 
the natio nal netwo rks but yo ur vo ice is 
import ant. 

Now , if you'll excuse me, I have to 
remove my g lasses whi le I make a qu ick 
phone call... 

RACQUETBALL RACQUETS 
Pro Kennex 
Asymmetric so .... ·-·----··· ··-- ---··159.99 
Graphite ASM 31 ·--········- ·-··· ·· ·- 139 .. 99 
Ovation S0 ·-··-···----- 109.99 
Extreme so_ ....... --.. -·-· ............. - 89.99 

Ektelon 
Eminence ........... -...... - .... __ ....... 209.99 
Strobe ___ .... - ... --. - .. 169.99 
Xiter ....... _ .......... - ....... - .......... -.- 159.99 
Strion- ........... - ... ··-·-- ......... 129.99 
Desori ......... _._ ......... ____ 99.99 
Elantra ........ - ...... --.- · .. ·- .. ·--·-· 79.99 

~:~\;a :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: : :: 
Aris Midplus ..... - ............... -.•.• - 149.99 

Estes 
Obremski_ . ..... ·-· ·-- · ................. 189.99 
Pirotech .... - .......................... - ........... 149.99 

Transition 
Bad Influence ............ - ..................... 249.99 
Phaso 2 . ..... - .. .. - .......................... 199.99 
Phase 1 Ultra lite - ........................... 179.99 

Spalding 
Graphite Goliath ........................... - ... 139.99 
Graphite Assault ................ - .... - ....... 109.99 

Wilson 
Hammer 2.7 ............ _ ... . .. - ................. CAll 
Hammer 4.0 ..................... -- . .. - - ...... CAll 

Head 
Colossus 3000 ....... - ............................ 139.99 
Colossus 2000 ..... - ......... _ ..... ....... _. 89.99 
laserspeed 3000 ... - .................... - .. .139.99 
laserspeed 1000 ................................... 54.99 

January/Feb ruary 1993 

Whi le I ' m on my soapbox I wan t to .. s. 

RACQUET STRING 
Goscn OG· Sheep 16 or 17 Gauge ...... 5.99 
Ashaway Suporkill 11 16 Gauge ........ 5.99 
Prince Synthetic 16 or 17 Gauge ....... 5.99 
Ektelon Mag•lite ISL Gauge .............. 5.99 
Ektelon Mirada 16 Gaugo .................... 6.99 
Gamma Marathon ISL Gauge ........... 11.99 

ACCESSORIES 
Ektelon Rubber Grip .............................. 5.99 
Ektelon Cushion Response Grip ......... 3.99 
Tacki•Mac Grip-·- .............................. 4.99 
Ektelon V· Damp ...................... _ ............. 3.50 
Gamma Shockbuster ................ ......... 2.99 
Wrist lacer .... ....................................... 2,99 
Racquetball s .......................................... 2.25 
Thor lo Mens TX 13 ................. ............. 5.50 
Thorlo lad ies TC 11 ............................... 5.50 

Wf 1VE MOVED ~ 
NEW TOLL-FREE# 

000-035-1055 
24•Hourfaxline: 619-5196-2140 

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. Bern - 5pm PST 
Sat 10am - Jpm PST 

EYEWEAR 
Ektelon Interceptor ........................ ... 24.99 
Ektelon Argus ............................... -..... 23.99 
Ektelon Prism ..... .................................... 19.99 
Ektolon l egion ...... .......................... ... 16.99 
l eader Dallas ............................... ........ 19.99 
l eader New Yorker ... ....................... 17.99 
Hogan Pro ......... ....... ................. ... 21.99 
Action Eyes .......................................... 22.99 

CLOTHING 
Ektelon Wann •Up ............................... 69.99 
Ektelon Short .... - ............. -. ............... 15.99 
Ektelon T•Shirt ............................ - . ... 12.99 
Hogan T-Shirt ...................................... 13.99 

SHOES 
Ektelon 
Voltus ............... ____ _ .. _ .. 69.99 
Nirvana ..... ................................ - ....... 49.99 
Indoor Court 3/4 ...... . _ ........................ 45.99 
Indoor Court low ................... ..... - ..... 39.99 
Stylus Mns/ldys ..................... - ..... _ .. 35.99 

Mizuno 
CT Supreme High Mns/ldys . .......... 59.99 
CT Seloct low Mns/ldys ............. _ 37.99 

Prince 
Court Sport ....... _ ... _ ............... - ........ 37.99 
Pro Court ......... --- ---· 29.99 

GLOVES 
Ektelon Perfonner Tackified ....... - ..... 13.99 
Ektolon Classic Cabretta ..... _ ............... 11.99 
Ektelon All Pro Cabretta_._ .. _ .. _ ... 9.99 
Ektelon Mentor Synthetic ...................... 8.99 
Ektelon Controller Goatskin_ ... _ ....... 7.99 
Pro Kennex Dominator Pittard Cabretta-14.99 
Pro Kennex Vision Cabretta ... _ .. _ .... 9.99 
Pro Kennex Tribute Goatskin ... -- 8.99 
Pro Kennex Reactor Synthetic __ 7..99 
Penn Tournament Tackified ___ ll..99 
Penn Tournament Select Cabreb __ .. 9.99 
Penn Tournament Synthetic ___ 8.99 
Netmann Pro Dyne,lac (Pto Dlntack) ... 11.99 
Neumann Dyna-Tac (Rad D11r11tack) _ 9..99 
Olampion 641 Cabreaa 9 99 

BAGS 
Ektelon 
Tournament .. ___ ____ 44..99 
Sport Courier 37..99 
RTS Express 29..99 

PrvKennex 
Nitro Pro Treve1 _____ _ 4U9 
Infinity Pro 37.99 
Infinity Wnkander 29..99 

PACIFIC SPOIIFS 
MIAIIEIIOUSIS 

Formerly FRONTIER PRO SHOP 10746 Kenney StrHt. Santee, CA 92071 (119) 595-2135 
CALI. and uw yo,x VISA. MASTE.RCAJIO. OI OISCOVEJl 8y OIOl. ...-d t,1Qh'f1 ORO!lt no p1n1INI dltcl.s. ADO 14.lO FOR U P ~ and ,_wa. hi d,y ait, adifl 
$100 CO O,addl$1!4 M.. HI.Sli OO.AP D. F.P 0, $900. CA ,....,,dd H,1 ulnw. MA.-dtf 11100. Pnm IIK1M l/l!,'11Sl.qtct10 chan9a- - • lll~lilJ 
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Long Island 
Open 

Below: Allan Scitelman , Ellen Crawford, and 
Spalding 's Sharlene Sone s Below Left: Eric Muller 
and Jason Mannino. 

The I 6th Annu al Long Island Op en sponso red by Lite Bee r from Mill er, Sp aldin g Profe ional 
Racket Span s, and Penn continued to be one of the premiere events in the co unlry , draw ing 890 entries 

from fifteen states to the Spor tse t Club s in Syosse t and Rockv ille Ce ntre this 
past fall. Thi s tournament is uniqu e in that it ca ters to bo lh the world clas play­
er as well as the beginner. Every player is treated with the sa me respec t and 
con sideration. Players of all skill leve ls, from beginner to National Champ, and 
ages eight to 73 , pro vided fierce comp etit ion in 46 ca tegor ies . Fo r over 20% of 
the players this was their first tournam ent. 

Pullin g on such an enorm ous event is a monum ental task and the crew 
res pons ible for the success of the LIO volunt ee red countl ess hours. All an 
Se itelman, Bob Suppl e, Ernie Fraas, Mike Jones. Reg ina Ochw at, Jim Mortimer, 
Rosemari e and J.J. Seit e lman, Neil Barsky, Ruth and Jack Seit e lman, Elvira 
Lova glio, and Tom Adam s all deserve a pat on the back . 

Winner s inc lud ed Eric Mull er, Ellen Craw fo rd, Jeff Kerm an, Johnny 
Rodri gues, Bill Kelly, Megan O ' Malley , Jeff Riehl , Ed Garebedian Bill Wolfe , 
Charles Garfink el, Don Costleigh, Walter Shur, Scott Fisher, Dan Golllieb, Ben 
William s, and Tony Pugg ioni . 

Wanna Be in HOME COURT? 

Se nd us your tournam ent news, program specific s or league inform ation to be includ ed in HOME 
COURT. Enclo se a coupl e of photo s and we ' ll try to get tho se in too . We ca n't guarantee all submiss ions 
will be printed . All submi ssion s become our property (in other word s, we ju st aren ' t sending stuff back) 
and the same goes for the photos. Send to : 

HOME COURT 
KILLSHOT 
P.O. Box 8036 

Padu cah Kentu cky 42002 -8036 
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Florida Racquetball Association 
Newsletter Honored 

The Florida Racquetball Association was awa rded firs t place in a Newsletter of the 
Year contest co-spo nsored by Penn and the AARA . The bi-momhly pub lica tion won 
agai nst five other state new sletter s produced with Lhe same frequency. Th e pub lica­
tions were eva luated on the basis of de ign, content, and overa ll appeal to racquet­
ba ll players . Ot her finali sts in orde r of finish were Hoo sie r Racquetball , Illinois, 
Was hingto n, Minne so ta, and North Dakota . 

Mid America Invitational 
Every year Paduca h, Kentu cky ' s Nautilu s Racquet and Swim Club hoslS what 

ha become one of the best known and best liked tournam en ts around. Originally 
the event wa called an invitationa l because of it past invited guest participants 
suc h a Mike Ray, Andy Roberts, and Mike Ceresia. Now the headl iners are the 
top interco lleg iate player s from current World Cham pion s, South We st Misso uri 
State, and former champio ns, Memphi s State. Centrally located to both schoo ls, 
the locatio n and timin g of the eve nt have made it a natural for some early prepara­
tion for the World lnt erco lleg iate s each spring. Accordin g to club admi nistrator 
Darrell Champio n. ''We lik e the idea of being the 
proving ground for the co llege players . We want to 
see them ge t more atten tion , and all the other par­
ticipants like having them here. Next year 
we would li ke to see eve n more 
schoo ls participa te." 

The Paducah eve nt 
has become well known 
for its cons tant supply of 
food, and fo r its tournament 
s h i rt s as we l l. In fac t , Mid 
Ameri ca shir ts , uppli ed by 
Hultman Sig n and Screen 
Printin g, are co nsistently amo ng 
the high es t valued by sh irt traders 
and collecto rs. 

Th e tournament director s for the 
Mid America Invitational arc Sandy 
Trail and Nancy Rucks . The Nautilu s 
Racquet and Swi m C lub is owned and 
operated by Paducah's We s tern Bap ti s t 
Hospita l. 

1993 winners inc lud ed : Tim Sw eeney, 
Carrie Healey, Bruce Fulke r son, Lori 
Sherman. Ja son Gardner, Ron Marr, Tammy 
Hancock , Lou Zimmerman. Tripp Dup errie u, 
Tom Pappa s, and Jerry Anderson 
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1-800-243-5033 
RACQUETBAllRACQUET S EYECUAADS 

MUD HTllOI 
Excalibur OS . ............ 121.00 Neo-Tech .................... 13.50 
Ehle OS .... ... ............... 98.00 Sentry ............................ 13.75 
Elek1ra OS ....... .............. 67.00 Argus .......... .............. ... . 24 50 
Colossus 3000 ............. 155.00 Interceptor ... ... . ............ 26.00 
Colossus 2000 .............. 98.00 Prrsm .... .. .. ................... 18 50 
Colossus 1000 ..... . .... .. 68.00 Olympus ...................... 28 00 
Blitz......................... ..34.00 Cenlurron ... . .................. 7 .50 
Oemon.. ............. . 21.50 Legion .... .... ... .. .. .. ... . 15.00 
Laserspeed 3000 ........ 123.00 LUIIER 

Laserspeed 1000 ........... 58.00 Op!IVleW .... ..... . ........... 26.00 
UTElOI Maxxum ............ .......... 21.00 
Eminence OS .............. 230.00 Brillany .. ..... .... .••• . .. 19.50 
Elantra OS ................ 76.00 Ultima .................... 19 50 
Cen1ron OS .. . .... .. . . 36.00 Dallas ...... 22 50 
Strobe OS .................... 179.00 New Yorker.. . ......... 18 50 
Strron OS .................... 130.00 Albany....... ... .... . . .. 17.00 
Serex OS ..................... 80.00 Essex .......................... 10.50 
Lexis OS ............ ..... 46.00 WIUOI 

Axcel OS • . ..... . • ... . ... 26 00 Mark I ........................... 8 00 
DynaxOS ......... .......... 2000 Mark i! .......... ... . ..... 10.50 
Compra MS.... . . .......... 73 00 Mark Ill .. ...... . 12.50 
Tersus MS ......... . ........ 46.00 Mark V ....... ................ 19 00 
lntegra MS ................. 33 oo Mark IX Overglass ............ 16.50 

Protege MS... ... . . ..... 23.00 GlOVES 

Vicor MS . ........ .. . , .... 17 .00 Ektelon All-Pro.: .......... 10 00 
Trinity MS . . . .......... . . .. 49.00 
PRO KUIEX 

MH Shadow 31 ... ...... . 105.00 
MH 6031 .................... 72.00 
MH Graphite Comp ........ . 60.00 
MH Micro Shadow .. . ..... 99.00 
MH Micro Ceramic ....... 90.00 
MH GraphileASM 31 .... 150.00 
Graphite Presence 31 ... 130.00 
Compos11e Presence 31 . 90.00 
MH Graphite Infinity 31 , 105.00 
MH Graphite Solution 31 . 69.00 
Graphite Innovator 31 . . 57 00 
Composite lnnovalor 31 ... 44.00 
MH Graphite Tribute 100 .39.00 
MH Graphite Tribute 31 .... 37.00 
MH Vanguard I 00 ........ 33.00 
MH Vanguard 31 .. .. .... 29.00 
MH Asymmelrrc S/0 . . ... 160.00 
MH Composite ASM 31 . 110.00 
MH Ovation S/0 ............ 95.00 
MH Extreme S/0 ........... 76 00 
SPAI.D110 

Goliath ...................... 142.00 
New Assault Graphite . .. 112.00 
Goliath Comp ............... 83 00 
K,llshol 102 ..... . ............ 32.00 
Power Assault 103 ......... 27.00 

STRING 

Ashaway Superkill I ....... .. 4 80 
Ashaway Dural<ill ................ 6.80 

Ashaway Powerkill ...... . . 6.80 
Gamma Pro Racquel ball .. 10.00 
NRC Nylon Racquetball ..... 1 85 
Toa Leoina 88 ...... ..... ... 2.45 
Toa Graphite Leoina 88 ... 3.30 

Call For 
Quantity Discounts! 

Ektelon Controller ............ 8.00 
Penn Tournament ........... 10.00 

SPECIAL BONUS 
Receive a FREE can of 
Penn Racquetballs with 

every purchase of a Penn 
Tournament Glove! 

Ltmrred Time Offer 

RACQUETBAllS 

Ektelon(/ Dozen Balls) ...... 14.00 
Penn(/ Dozen Balls) • .. . 15 00 

1993 SPORT BAGS 

HUD 

Carat Ac11on Bag .. . .. 35 00 
Carat Performance Bao .... 49.00 
Carat Tournament Bag ... 42.00 
Challenge Action Bag ....... 32.00 
Challenge Champion Bag .. 42 00 
Challenge Carry-All Bag. 28.00 
Challenge Club Bag.. . .... 35.00 
WIUDI 

Hammer Cour1 Tole Bag ... 34.00 
Hammer Club Bag ........... 42.50 
Hammer Pro Bag ....... .... 56.00 
Red Cour1 Tote Bag ..... .... 25.00 
Red Club Bag . . .•. . ... . .. 29 50 
Red Pro Bag . ... . .... . .. 36 50 
PRIICf 

Competilron Gear 200 Bag 28 00 
Compeli11on Gear 400 Bag 36 50 
Compelllion Gear 500 Bag 47.00 
Trend Court 600 Baa ...... 40.00 
Trend Gear 200 Bag. . 28 00 
Trend Gear 400 Bao ......... 36.50 
Trend Gear 500 Bag .......... 47.00 

GRIPS 

Ektelon Grip .• , . ... . . . .• 5 35 
Tacki-Mac II .. .. .............. 4.60 

Our 12th year seTYlng the racquet sports Industry/ 

P.O. BOX 331 
WEST BOYLSTON, MA 01583 

TOLL FREE US & CANADA 
1-800-243-5033 

Add $3.00 for UPS In USA 
Minimum Order $25.00 

Dept. K 



C I i f f 

Swain 
In 1985 , a seve ntee n year old from Braintr ee Ma ss achusett s, Cliff 

Swain began playing the pro racquetball tour. In Tulsa Oklahoma , in 

hi s fourth profe ssio nal event , he amazed the crowd and other pro s by 

claimin g his first tour victory. Week s later , Cliff went on to win the 

pres tigeou s Ektelon National Championships. Since that tim e Cliff 

has been hailed as one of the mo st talented nat ural athlete s ever to 

play the game . Generating tremendous pow er from (in tho se day s) 

about a 150 pound frame , he had al I the move s, and all the court­

smarts. At the end of the 1989 seaso n, Cliff , ranked number l in the 

world , put away his racquetball equipment and ventured into the 

world of profes sional tennis. Last year the temptation became too 

much and he returned to the arena of his first love , racquetball. After 

playing only a handful of events last year, Cliff opened this seaso n 

with a big win in the Los Angeles YCI season opener. Now , midway 

through the seaso n, he lists more victories than any other IRT pro and 

is one of only four players to post a win. 

By Marvin Quertermous 
Photos by Charlie Palek 
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Q: Cliff, since the season opene d, you ' ve 
won most every thing in sight. What' s go t­
ten into you. to get you so focused and so 
motivated? 
CS: A bunch o f thing s , really. The 
bigge st difference is my demanding 100% 
from myself. For instance , before I took 
the time off, l would have a big win, then 
lapse into losing in the next evenr need­
less ly . While I was away from the 
ga me, I lea rned 
from that. 
I ca me ("""'""\ 
back into '-- I 
thi _s wi th th e _--J. 
at lllu dc that I should 
go after every thin g all the 
time . r app reciate where 1 
am now, a nd I go fo r it 
I 00% every time out. 

Q : Do you find it frustrat­
ing that you have the most 
pro vic tories of the season 
and are still only ranked 
numb er two? 
CS: No . not really . The 
!RT ran.kings are se t up to renec t consis­
tancy , not just win s. My ranking re ne cts 
some toug h times in the tournam ents when 
I first came back on the tour. I don ' t think 
I' ll be in seco nd place very long. Thi s year 
especia lly , the rank ing doe sn't mea n as 
much, since my game plan on returning to 
the tour has been to use this year to gain 
moti va t io n for an even bigge r showi ng 
next year. That 's when I should be playing 
really goo d ball. 

Q: Who are the obstacles on the road back 
to the top ? It 's my favorite quest ion , who 
is your least favorite opponent? 
CS: Hones tly , I fear myself more than I 
fear anyone else. If my desire isn ' t there 
or if I'm not motiv ated, I'm in trouble no 
matter who I'm playing. If I ca n focus on 
my de sire, 1 will win. period . Of the other 
playe rs, Mike Ray is prob ably the toughe st 
for me. His laid back style and easy confi­
dence make it tough to ge t fired up to play 
him . He 's smooth a nd con sistant, and 
take s the wind out of your sails. lt 's hard 
to get mad at him to get inten se. I play bet­
ter if I can hate the other guy. 

Q: Tell me about your time away form the 
game. 
CS : I got a chance to do something that I 
always want ed to do , so I took it. Every 
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athlete wants the chance to play in front of 
big crowd s a nd ge t lot s of a ttenti o n . 
Ten nis offered that. 

Q: How did it sta rt for you? 
CS: I was playing a little tennis­
not mu ch , j ust now and th en . 
Boris Becker and his coac h were 
tra ining at my club while in town 
and ended up on the cou rt next to 
me one day. Th ey ca me over to 
talk when we fini shed . Th ey had 
noticed the way I moved to the ball 
and some ot her thin gs about th e 
way I played and sugge sted that I 
follow up with some good coach­
ing. 1 gues s they thought I had 

some potential. Then I kept play­
in g the ra cque tb all tour , a nd 

absorbed as much tenni s as r 
co uld a t the same tim e . 

After about a year, I was 
~, :::. ready to try pro ten nis. 

' 
Q: What did you find? 

CS: Tennis is such a 
more recognized game. Th e attention is 
always there. Th e thing that surpriz ed me 
mo st is that te nni s pla ye rs had always 
seemed larger than Life beca use of all the 
attention. 1l1ey ' re really not , but they are 
great athletes. Compari ng though, I thin k 
the pro racquetb all player s are as good or 
better athletes. Tennis has so much more 
repetition and consistancy is so important. 
Rac quetball takes a big ger 
range of skill s and more 
natural talent. 

Q: Funny that you 
use d the term "natural 
talent' ' . I think that is the 
term that has been associa ted 
with you all along . 
CS: The bigge st compliment 
anyone can give me is to say 
I ' m a natur a l. It mea ns 
they appr ec iate my talent , 
and my hard work look s 
like it was no work at all. 

Q: What 's next ? . _., 
CS: Well , I'm definately back ,, 
on the IRT full time . I'm not , ., J 
closing any door s though. I 
wish I could play both pro 
tenni s and racquetball, that' s 

,✓ ' 

~ 

really hard . When I was playing tennis, I 
missed racquetball, now I miss tennis . 

They ' re not like baseball and football that 
have sepera te seaso ns. they both play year­
round . Right now I am 100% into racquet­
ball. Maybe there will be a time for more 
tenni s la te r. 1 got a lot out of tenni s, 
including one of my bes t fri ends, Dick 
Fell. my coach. 

Q: When yo u came on the tour in the 
beginning, how did it happe n? 
CS: Th ere were a lot of money tou rna­
ments then, every week . I wanted to be the 
best and even tually I was winning abo ut 

"I like having something to 
prove, it 's a big inspiration 

for me." 

90% of those. The profe ssio nal game was 
the nex t step. I Ii.kc having someth ing to 
prove, it is a big inspiration for me. Ju st 

-.. 

like coming back on the LRT. A lot of 
people thought my Tul sa win was a 
fluke, so I had to win the nation als 
to prove myself . Tho se were really 
exciting times . Racquetball was a 

big media deal, and there was all 
kinds of exc itement and attention. 

Q: What about the yea rs af ter 
that ? 

CS: Well , winning is winning . My 
goal to be numb e r one ne ver 
changed. It just seemed like no one 
noti ce d. In the late eightie s, there 
were no te levised events and little 
public interest. It got really 

depre ss ing after a while. There 
were a fair amount of events , 

and competition was 
good, but that 's about 

all. Being number 
one was almost dis­
appointing when the 

fan s didn ' t have any way of 
knowing what was happening. Now there 
i s KILLSHOT , there are the Prime 
Sports Network broadcasts, and this sum-
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mer there is the fir s! ESPN broadca st in 
years. The fans have always been there , 
now they can know what' s going on. The 
KILLSHOT coverage is tremendou s, and 
now the production !Carn for the ESPN 
broadcast is belier than anything we had 
before . Tran sCoas1al Mongage and V .W. 
Credit have made it the most professional 
tour ever. The clubs are nicer , the crowd s 
are back. 

... I think Tim Doyle gets 
nearly as much power 

with better angles. 

Q: Let's gel into your game. Your serve 
is legendary , what ar e your other 
weapons? 
CS: I don't work on the serve as much 
as you might think . It' s imponant , 
but my return of se rvice is 
more important. Serving , 
everything is in your 
favor. Returning serve. 
you are more vulnera ­
ble. I work more on my 
returns , tryin g to turn a 
disadvantage into an advan­
tage . If the guy I'm playing 
knows I'm going to hit a 
strong return , it takes away his 
control. No ma11er how well he 
serves, I'm all over ii. Most 
pros aren ' I used to that. I con­
trol the action . 

; I, 
·,v 

Q: Who has serv es that are tou gh to 
return? 
CS: Well Egan has the famous serves. 
And I think Tim Doyle get s nearly as 
much power with better angles . 

Q: How did your style develop? 
CS: I worked a lot for the first few years 
with Dave Peck . Dave is a great coach and 
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he taught me a 101. Really. both the Peck 
brother s , Dav e and Gre gg . had such a 
sman , control game , learning from them 
ju st raised my natural power style another 
level. 

Q: How do you train now? 
CS: I train more off the court than 
ever before. I do more weights, 
more runnin g. I rea lly like ii 
100. Th at ' s a swit ch from 
the past when I avoided all 
1ha1 s tuff. I think my 
carreer in pro spon s will 
be far lon ge r now th an 
th ought in th e beginnin g, 
and phy sical trainin g is ju st 
so important. 

Q: I see you noticin g so 
many things like that, absorb -
ing so much. learnin g. I can ' t 
help but think that wasn' t the case before. 

CS: While I was away, I kepi thinkin g 
about all the thin gs I would do if I 
ever did go back lo racqu etball. I 
decided I would demand more from 

myself , watch and lea rn, work out 
hard er. and be a belter bu si­

. , 

ness m an. I'm ca rryin g 
th at out. It 's reall y 

imp ortant 10 me. 
I'm really into this. 

Q: It so und s 
lik e a mor e 
mature outlook . 

I ' ve also noti ced 
you taking an active 

rol.e with the players 
group . 

CS: Well , I truly care . l 
fe el responsibl e now. 
Marty and Mike aren' t 

around as much to be active in things, so I 
wan! 10 help look after the players ' in1er­
est s. I also like the intern ation al growth of 
the sport. I've been in Europe briefly this 
year and will be in Japan and Mexico soon, 
and the respon se in those countrie s is very 
encouraging. It's exciting to be a part of 
all those things . 

Q: You're sponsored by a new company, 

Tran s ition Racque l Spo rts , how has that 
been working out for you? 
CS: Gr ea t. When I ca me ba ck int o the 
game, a few of the current companie s start­
ed a dialo g with me about sponsorship. I 
liked the poten tia l wit h TRS , and that I 

could have some input in the des ign of 
the racquet. I went with the TRS people 
to the Orient (all the racquet technology 
is in Asia) and we cam e up wi th the 

Bad In fluence . It 's turnin g into a 
pro spero us re la tio nship and 

I' m happy. 

Q: And what do yo u 
thi nk about th e 
frame? 
CS: It 's a goo d 
s tick. Break age is 
ex treme ly low . 
It' s light and stiff 

a nd fee ls g rea t. 
They' re selling like crazy. It ' s a 

yo un g co mpany, and I like g rowing 
with them. 

Q: Wha t are your best memories of the old 
tour? 
CS: I miss Marty [Hoga nJ. l' ve almo st 
never enjoye d any match th a t I ' ve lost. 
Marty and I had two or three good matches 
that I ended up lo ing. but st ill remember 
as goo d matches. The only other one I can 
say that abou t is Dave [Peck ]. Many had 
so much abilit y, and so much personality 
on the court. Both he and Dave would do 
anything to win. That made those matches 
grea t. When I playe d them, you had two 
guys on the court that would stop at noth­
ing. Talk about intense ! Bret [Hamett] is 
really the natural. Bret never had to be col­
orful , he was/is ju st so goo d. I don' t know 
if you kn ew him but Mik e Griffith had 
tremendous talent. Mike was nineteen and 
in his second year on the tour when he was 
killed in a ca r wreck in 1986. We had 
becom e goo d friends. l could a lready see 
his developmen t and that he was almo st 
certain to be grea t. 

Q: What do you see good in some of the 
youn g players on the tour now ? 
CS: I can see talent waiting to go in some 
of the crop of young er players now. l think 
with some hard work and good choi ces, 
John Ellis, Sudsy Mon chick , and Jason 
Manino could go far in the game. 
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STRANDEMO 
ON RACQUETBALL 
•••••••••• By Steve Strandemo 

To KnovV Where You're 
Going, You Have to KnovV 

Where You've Been 
As we move on in th is se ries , T think it 

is probab ly Lime to gel our bea rings before 
we go any far1her. Sinc e the idea s I have 
prese nted in KILLSHOT may co nni c t 
wit h what yo u have a lway s be lieve d or 
what you may have been to ld, 1 think il is 
vital Lo appre c iate the thin king behind the 
techniques . My intent i Lo trip away the 
mi sco ncept ion s by go ing d irec tl y to the 
mo t ba sic, esse ntial truth of the ga me . 
W ith out tha t, mo t p lay er s s imply build 
laye r up o n layer of m isco nce pti o n that 
lea ds to a brick wa ll in th e way o f rea l 
pro gress. 

Th e basics inc lude: diver s ified se rves . 
playing off lef t up shots, playi ng the per­
ce nt ages, a nd hittin g int o a n e nl arge d 
offen ive low zo ne area . Co lor co mmenta­
to r , jo urnali t . and th e ge nera l public 
s pen d so mu c h tim e ta lki ng abo ut ba ll 
spee d , divin g ge ts, amaz ing ro llout ki lls, 
etc., that it is easy to ge t caugh t up in the 
idea tha t those a re im portalll co mponents 
of the game. To dispe l th is as simpl y and 
dire ctly as po s ible. no pla yer 
reac hes th e to p le ve ls o r ,,,;;~,.,.,-. 
eve n p lay s to hi s ow n 
po te nti a l by work in g to 
thi s e nd . Kill s happe n . 
Grea t ge ts happen. If yo u 
base you r thinkin g or your 
prac tice tim e on these, you '-
wi 11 become frus t ra ted . Sound 
know ledge an d c lear idea s about the 
truth will yield results . 

B efore thi s e ri es w e nt int o th e 
stra teg ies of se rves . return s, ra ll ies, and 
offensive shot se lec tion, we cove red four 
assig nm ent s des igned 10 shed light on 
the way the ga me work s . and to beg in 
a pattern of think ing that will a llow 
serious progress. As we are mov ­
ing tow ard the Summ er Spec ial 
Ins tructi onal KILLSHOT , 
plea se tak e th e tim e to do 
th ese ass ignment s . Only t, 

by unders ta nding th e ir ( ·• 
1...,....-· 
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results can you make the nex t step and fol­
low the path that we wi ll take . Thi s is the 
hortc st art ic le to da te , but po ss ibly co n­

tains the most wisdom. We hav e a lon g 
way to go , and the payo ff is big. To go 
with us alo ng the way , you have to sta rt 
here. For more detai ls on these, go back to 

the Sep te m be r 199 1 KILLSHOT . 
Otherwise, ju t do it and learn . 

# I - Chart a Mat ch. Draw a co urt , 
make marks on where the offen sive shots 
hit on the court that are not on se rves or 
re turn s in a match between tw o eve nly 
matc hed players . Rea lize that most (65 -
70 %) shots arc lef t up . See ing wher e these 
shots go will tell you where the ac tion is. 

#2 - Chart Win ners . Now mark where 
winner s fall. You ma y be surpri sed. 

#3 - Find Your Low Zo ne. Hav e a 
friend mark on the wall where yo u must hit 
full ve loc ity d own -th e- lines from dee p 
co urt to ge t two boun ces befo re the back 
wa ll. Thi s zone be co mes your offe nsive 
target. 

#4 - 30-Second Drill. From the back 
ten feet of the court, keep hitting shots to 
hit two - live feet up the front wall. Play 
these shot s as in a ra lly and pract ice cutting 
off the ball before the back wall. You will 
hav e to lea rn 10 hit from an open stance 

and lea rn to ra lly . Do these a lot , then 
a lot more. 

[f you do th ese ass ig n ­
ments, you will be ab le to fol­

low what is to come . And I 
"'I promi se , th e payoff is 

l 
tremendou s. As you wait 
for the Summ er Specia l 
In s tru c t io n a l KILL­
SHOT. train , and pre-
pare . Oh , and when 
you sta rt readin g that 
iss ue , you be tter 
brin g your racque t! 

HOLABIRD SPORTS 
Heats Them All! 

LOW PRICES• 48-HOUlt SHIPPING 
1 LOW $3.50 SHIPPING CHARGE-ANY QUANTITY 

CALL 410-687-6400 
u.P.s. 2NDDAY AlllATNOADDmONALCllAllGE I 

FORALLJlACQUETS-CALLFORDETAILS 
RACQUETBALL RACQUETS-STRUNG 

JlTS-EXTELON-WlDE BEAD 
EMINENCE--OVER -219.95 COlOSSUS 1000-MED _117J115 
ARIS-MIOPLUS _____ 152.95 COl.OSSUS200IM'IRM _87.50 

AXCa--OVER - ····-·· 28.95 COLOSSUS 3000-X ARM 101Ul5 
TRINITY-MIOPI.US __ 51.95 LASER SPEED 1000-WIDE 53.1115 
TETRA-MIDPI.US __ _ 79.95 lASER SPEED 3000-WDE 1211.115 

OESORI---OVER - - - - 9450 KENNEX BOGAN SEJllES 
ELANTRA--OVER _____ 79.95 ~ 148.115 

STAOBE--OVER -- - 167.95 EXTREME-SUPEROVER 79..1115 
OPTIMA--OVER - - .49.95 COMPASM3l-OVEII 99.00 
PHYCON-MIDPI.US -·- 7435 OVATION-SUPEROVER-1111.1115 
STR~VER __ __ 121.95 ClRAPttTE ClPTMJM . 1111.00 
COMPRA-4.!IOPI.US -·- 79.95 ClRAPttTE ASM 31 -148.95 
XITER-MIDPWS ___ 139.95 GIW'HPRESENCE31--0Y 1211.95 
NEMESl5-MIDPI.US •.. 114.95 MICRO SHADOW 119.1115 
PRECIS--OVER - ··- - - 109.95 --
LEXIS GRAPHITE-OVER 48.95 SPALDING-WIDE 

EICTELON THE GOUATH ----· 124.95 
DYNAX EXOOVE.R-NEW 19.95 THE CIOUATH COMP - 74.1115 
CENTRON-OVER-NEW 37 95 Kll.J..SHOT 102 ---- · 32.95 

.. · PRO EXTREME ---·· 74.115 
WILSON EXAC-TECHCOMP - -· - &4.95 

HAMMER2.7-0VER•WIDE119.95 EXAC-TECH GRAPHITE . TT.95 
HAMMER 4.0-0VER•WIDE 94.95 ASSAULT COMPOSITE - 1111.115 
SPS 5.5-0VER-WIDE . 69.95 ASSAULT GRAPHITE - --1115.00 
REFLEXDTI!-OVER·WIDE 34.95 ASSAULT 103ALUM -- 3ll .95 
PROALE - WIOEBOOY . 69.95 E-fOllCE-WIDE 
ENFORCER-OVER -WIDE 19.95 WEAPON ____ 234.95 
CERAMIC STAFF MIO ••.• 31.95 REAi.DEAi. •- - -- - -- 199.95 

ESTCA TERl,GNATOR (ANSWER)168 .115 
DAN DeREI.ISXI PRQ.WIDE174.95 PREDATOR (SIGNATURE) 127.95 
WB PIROTECH-WIOE - .• 99.95 STEALTH ______ _ __ _ 94_95 

SUPER RACQUETBALL RACQUET SALE 
BUNDIIDS or Nl:W nlST QUAUTY-WWJST PRICES l:VD! 

EKTaON aumrus GRAPHITE (ORIG)-4,IID---SS , XS, F\. _ 43 .95 
EKTELON OMNI GRAPHITE 1.110 RTS-WIOE-SUPER SM •••• 45 .00 
EKTaON ARIS GRAPHrrE-A.>.RED-EXTRA SPECIAL __ 50.00 
EKTaON RTS I.IAGNUI.I GRAPHITE-MIOSIZE-SS ___ 43.95 
EKTELON INTERCEPTOR--SS. XS OR FLARED ___ 29.95 
EKTaON MENTOR-MlO--FlARED OR SUPER SW.U. __ 31.95 
EKTELON CONCORDE MID-SUPER SMALi. -- -- ·-·-·-- 27.95 
EKTELON OPEX--OVE.R - FlAREO OR SUPER SMAU. --·- 29.95 
EKTaON STRADA EXO-MIO--ALI. SIZES ---·- ·- --·-··- 25.00 
HEAD J.IASTER·AU. SIZES OR PROfESSIONAl.-3 3_... OR 4 1/8" 21.95 
HEAD PRaUOE GRAPHITE (PROAI..E}-MI0-3 314, 3 718. 4• __ 41.95 
KENNEX GRAPHITE MICRO-:! 518" OR 3 7/8" ____ ______ 33.95 

MEN'S & LADIES' SHOES 
AVIA 288 INOOOR-l.0-M :16.95 HI TECH COUl!TECS-I..O-32.95 
AVIA 299 INOOOR-MIO.M 42.95 EKTaON INDOOR CT-tO 311.95 
HEAD ANATOi.i ~ _48.95 EKTB.ON INDOOR CT-314 42..95 
HEAD ANATOi.l ~4 - 51.95 EKTB.ON VOI..TUS-314-M- 114.95 
HEAD SONIC I.EATt\-1.~ . 32.95 OOil.ON COINOOOR'" II . 49.95 
HEAD SONIC I.EA=4-II . 39.95 EKTB.ON COURJER-M _ 35.95 
HEAD ~ l.EAIMESlH.O 34 .95 ooaoH STilUS - 32.95 
HEAD~ 1..EM1ESK-314 34.95 EKTElON CENT AR l.0-M 311.95 
HEAD RADIAi. EXPRESS-II 29.95 EKTELOfj ROEGAOE 7-44.95 
HEAD INDOOR-MEN - 29.95 EKTB.ON NIRVANA 314-M 311.115 
PRO KENNEX P-K ~ 27.95 SI.AZENGER PHA/lTOM.l,1 _ 34_115 
POWER GUMM-MEN ..• 33.95 TRETORN REDC>NO-UH. 311.95 
PUW. DISC INlOOR CT-II • 59.95 TllETDAN tfMTl«i~ 311.95 

BALLS, EYEGUARDS & ACCESSORIES 
WILSON TRU BUJE RACOUETIIAU. 8Al.LS -·-··-- -8 CANS 9.95 
PENN OR EKTELON RACO. IIAll.S (BLUE) ··-·--- -8 CANS 11.98 
KENNEX RACOUETIIAU. IIAll.S (BUIE) ---····-- 8 CANS 10.115 
SPALOtNG TOP·FUGHT BAUS (BLUE) ---- 8 CANS 9.98 
LEADER NEW YORl<ER EYEGUAROS - ·- ·---·----·- 111.1115 
EKTELON INTERCEPTOR OR PRECEPT EYEGUAROS --- · ~.115 
Bl.ACK KNIGHT ACTION EYEGLASSES (Cl.EAR) -- - --- -21.95 
THORLO SOX-MOST STYlE5-MEN & I.ADIES -·-- PAIR 5.45 
EKTELON ALI. PRO GLOVES- .9.95 OR Ct.ASSIC GLOVES._ 11.95 
EKTELON CONTROUER GLOVES ··- ----- ·- - ·· 7.50 
EXTELON PERFORMER GLOVES -·---·----·-· -- -· 13.50 
KENNEXPROOURA ·TACKGLOVE5-MEN&I.ADIES _ .• 11.95 
KENNEX VISION Gl.OVE~ISEX RIGHT __ ____ 9.50 
RACOUETBAU. WRIST TETHER -----:----- 3.115 
SORBOniANE - ALI. PAOOUCTS AVAAN!Ui. ---- CAU. 
TOURNA GRIP -·- ·-- ······2.90 I SHOE GOO _ _______ 3.35 
TACKI W.C-RAC0 .. - .•. - .. 4.75 WHATAGRIP-COI.ORS _ . 2.75 
RACOUETIIAU. SAVERS. 7.95 WRJS11..ACER ---- --- 2.75 

ALL MAJOR TENNIS & SQUASH I 
RACQUETS & RACQUETBALL BAGS 

AT LOWEST DISCOUNT PRICES EVER! 

9008 YELLOW BRICK RD. • ROSSVILLE IND. PARK 
BALTIMORE, MD. 21237 • CALL 410-687~ 

:U-BOUll FAX LINE - 4l'""7-731 I 
MAU. OR PHONI!. SIUP ANYWIIEltli. OWlGES-INCLIJD6 VISA Oil 
~IAS'Tl:RCARD 1.t. EXP. DA TE OR SEND MONEY ORDEll Oil CHECll 
SMAU. ADOITlOHAL SIIIPPINO OWlGE OIJTSID6 COHTINENTAL 
USA .t. >.PO'S. MD. RESIDEHTS ADD , .. . MOH.·F'RL 9-5 /SAT. 9-3. 

WRITE OR CALL-FREE CATALOG 
QUOTES-ALL TENNIS, RACQUETBALL It 

""'UASB JlANllJETS SHOES la ACCESSOIUJIS 
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VW Credit, Inc. 
o ..... . ., 

I •••,.C ••g ' ♦• 
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RAC:CUETBAI...L 
C:HAMPIONSHIPS 

The heat's been turned up. The stakes have been raised . 

Swain, Ray, Gonzalez , Kachtik, Doyle, Yellen, Harnett , 

Roberts, and the rest of the most explosive group of athletes 

in the world will ignite in the final stop of the 1993 VCI 

Challenge Cup Series presented by VW Credit, Inc. 

Minneapolis' Northwest Racquet & Swim Club 

(Burnsville) will host the IRT June 23-27. Televised 

coverage only on ESPN. It's a whole new ballgame. 

Check local listings for broadcast times. 

• 



Seetns Like It's 
''Swainin'' All Over 

The World 
Cliff makes it a Swain-ey night in Georgia and British Columbia. 

Gonzalez Wins Pittsburgh. 

Vancouver, Il.C. on , four playe rs dominated IRT final s . 
The Swain Show Goe Norlh 

Ily Mark Henry 
After even event s in the sea son' s fir s t 
hal f, on ly Mike Ray, Andy Robert s, Ruben 
Gonza lez , and Cliff Swain had posted pro 
victori es . Spa lding Canada. alway a big 

A 1he I RT ventured into the g rea t 
while north for the econd Lime thi s ea-

Swain d. Roberts 
6- 11. 12-10 , 11-9. 11-5 

Hampc rsad d Ray 
3- 11, 11-9. 11-9. 11-9 

Harnett d . Sw eeney 
11-7, 6- t l. I t -2 . 9- 1 l. 11-9 

Gonn lc , d . Greenfield 
11-4 , 3- 11, 11-2. 11-9 

John~on d . Kacht ik 
11-4, 11-4, 1- 1 l. 10- 12 

Swain d Kerr 
11- l. 11-0. 11-4 
Doyle d Clouse 
11-5, 11-9, I I · I 

Ne wman d . G111dry 
11-8. 11-9, 7- 11, 5- 11, 17- 15 

Robcn ~ d. Evans 
11-5. 11-3. 11-5 
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Harnetl d. Harriper ad 
8-1 I, 3- 1 I. I 1-0. I 1-8, I 1-3 

Gon zalez d. John on 
I 1-6. I 1-5. I 1- 1 

Swain d. Doyle 
9- 1 I. I 1- 13. I 1-6. I 1-5. I 1-3 

Robert cl. Newman 
11-9. 11-9. 1- 1 I. 11-8 

sponsor for pro event s 
in Canad a . welc omed 
the IRT pro s to 
Br e ntw o od Racqu e l 
Club hun g ry for an 
opp ortunity 10 incre ase 
the hsL of winner s. 

In the ro u nd o f 
1hir1y-1wo . on ly 
Canada 's ra cqu e tball 
nati ona l hero. Sherman 
Gree nfe ld walked aw ay 
with an up set. In five 
close game 5. Greenfeld 
eliminated Pit1sbur gh's 
Dan Ob rem ski, who se 
comeb ack from a 

houlder injury ha s 
bl!en wrought with dis­
appo intme nt so far this 
sea on. All in a ll , the 
Canadian qualifier . 
playing into the regula r 
IRT pros made a very 
re pectable showing. 
often surpri sing the tour 
regulars with good 
olid racque 1ball. 

Greenfeld 's 
advance ended with the 
first round. as New 
York ' s Gonzalez out 
hust led for a win in a 

good four gam es in the sixteen s. The other 
Can adian resident and crowd favorite still 
in the draw , Roger Harripersad , captured a 
big upset in the s ixteen s by dispatching the 
#I . eed Ray . Tim Sweeney and Bret 
Harnett pl ayed a re match of la t yea r · s 
Memph is event , with the win n!vers ing thi s 
time in Harn eu ·s favor. #13 Dave Johnson 
posted one of hi famous upset again . l the 
#4 seed Drew Kachtik. Sw a in, Robert s. 
and Tim Doy le advan ced ea sily into the 
quarters . In the only game of the tourna ­
mclll 10 go pasl 13 point.. Jack Newman 
g rabbed the victory o ver Texan Miki! 
Guidry in a 15- 13 tiebr eaker LhaL de lighted 
northern fan . . 

A true pro fess ional is a player that can 
come from tw o gam<.:s down to win a 
match . Thai is ex actl y what Harn<.:tl did 
ag a inst Harriper sad. Fig hting a home 
crowd advantage for Harriper sad . Harnett 
seemed und aunted by his two game deficit. 
and even dished out a doughnut to the sur­
pri e of Harriper sad in the third game. It 
wa s a fine showing for the ba nd ana­
Loppecl Hametl , wh ile giving fans 1he firsl 
look at Lh<! new Richcraf1 Hamell s ignature 
"Rebel" racquet. 

Swain repealed 1he comeback trend 
with one of h is own again st Portland's 
Doyle. Seeming unafraid of Doyle's 
incrl!diblc serve. Swain had assumed con ­
trol of the match by the third ga me. Doyle . 
one of the toughest playeD> on 1he IRT 10 
come back again st. was out in the quaners. 

Rob ert . ou1-gunncd Newman in four . 
then br eathed a sigh of relief since 
Newman is one of the few !RT pros agains t 
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. T im oy tee· Ru e 
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' le goa ' of Brumfield-sty Johnson in one 

Gonza lez a nd ~~:~ch-up s in _rc~er:~ h C
e b r ut a l k ' mid-air; t r Ob ems 1, t ks

. Dan r . the closes wee ' d Mike Ra y rn Harnett an 
h a t Atla nt a . mate . 

by Robert Lipareli Photos 
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whom Rob e rts oflen has Lrouble. 
Gonz a lez, aw are of John son' s big up set 
po ten tial, neve r le t the Lou gh C aliforni an 
ge t s tarted and e nded thin gs in a qu ick 
three. 

Pl ayi ng tremend o us ball, Gon za lez 
wenl on Lo hand Lhe sam e fate to Hamett in 
th e se mi ' s as he had Lo John so n in th e 
quaner s. Rob ens ca ptured the first ga me 
al the bottom of the draw aga inst Sw ain , 
o nly to mee t w ith d isa pp o intment w ith 
Swain' s rampage in Lhe nex t three games. 

Tw o of the hottest playe rs on the tour, 
Gonzale z and Swain, ba ttle d th roug h one 
of th e to u g h es t f in a ls of th e seaso n . 
Gonza lez ' come bac k in the thi rd for the 
12- 10 win a fter bei ng dow n two ga mes to 
no ne , wa s a lmo st enough to ta ke him all 
the way to victory . It was enough to spark 
m o me ntum fo r th e w in in the fou rth . 
Swai n ' fl awl ess pl ay in the fi ft h wa s 
enough to aga in turn the tid e. Th e result ­
ing Swain win made his third of Lhe sea­
son . 

Atlanta 
V.W. Credit Seri es third Event 

Swain and VCI , A Perfe ct Match 
By Aaron Katz 

Th e large s t pro qualifying dr aw on 
record swa rmed Atl anta ' Sp ort s life C lub 
Cobb for the ninth top on the I RT and the 
th ird e ve nt of th e VC I C ha ll e nge Cup 
Se ries in Fe bru ary. Th e beg inni ng o f the 
home tretch for the natio na l titl e . prest i­
g ious VCI Cha llenge Cup rnnk ing point , 
and the return of the IRT to the So uth for 
the firs t tim e inee A ug ust had eve ryo ne 
pu mped right from Lhe start. All en T urem 
a nd co m pany at Racq ue tbal l ' 96 alo ng 
wit h the Hanove r gro u p a lso pro du ced a 
fir t c la s amate ur draw that rea d like a 
wh o's who of Sou thern racq uetba ll. 

Th e exc itement bega n with the round 
of 32' s with the much antic ipated appea r­
ance of ix-tim e Juni or National Champ 
Jo hn E lli s, wh o bega n hi s full - tim e pro 
ca ree r in Atl anta. Quali fying int o a rece nt­
ly lumpi ng Drew Kac htik figured to be an 
int e r es tin g m a tc h-up for th e fo r me r 
South we st Missour i State sta r . Kachtik ' s 
cons iste ncy and d ete rmin ation, ho weve r, 
were more than Ellis ex pec ted. Ellis went 
do wn in thr ee re la tive ly easy ga mes . If 
Elli sticks with the tour. look fo r his cla s­
sic powe r s tyle to surp rise a lo t o f pro' 
over the nex t coupl e of yea rs making him 
the lates t in the new gr ou p of spo ile rs in 
the pro draws. 

Th e ro und o f 16 produ ce d only one 
upse t, bu t plenty of sc ares. John so n, the 
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# 13 see d who se seas on 
ha s been like a roller­
coas te r. took out a scrap­
p y but le ss -th a n- s h a rp 
#4 see d Gon zalez in four 
g a mes . Johnson 's a th ­
letic ism and shot-m aking 
ability controll ed the 
majo rit y o f the m atch . 
At tw o ga me s to zero 
a nd 9 -3 in the th i rd , 
G o n za lez mo unt e d a 
co meb ack to se nd th e 
ma tc h int o th e fo urth 
ga m e . In th e e nd , 
J ohn so n wo u ld pr eva il 
11-7 in the fourth . 

Kachtik d. John son 
13- 1 I. I 1-6. 8- 1 I . 11-6 

Swain d . Doyl e 
11-8 , 11-3. 11-6 

Hameu d. Ray 
14-16 . 9- 11, 11-1, 11-9 .11 -9 

W oody Cl o u se, 
wo rking on hi s best sea­
so n a a pro, had KachLik 
dow n 7-4 in the tie break­
er un til a series of inop­
pon une skip s by Clou se 
a ide d Ka c htik in hi s 
co me b ac k . Kac hLik 's 
co mebac ks have beco me 
an all 10 0 famili ar sight 
for th e ot her to u r in g 
pro ' s ove r the past co u­
ple o f yea rs . Watc hin g 

Robens d Katz 

11-6. 6-1 ' · 11-5. 11-6 
Yellen d. Newm an 

6-11. t 1-2, t 1-2, 8-11, 11-4 
Kach1ik d . Clo use 

12-10, 10-12. 11-2, 7-11, 11-8 
Johnson d Gonw lcz 
11-9, 11-4. 9- t I, 1 t-7 

Swam d . Cc rcs ia 
11-5. I t-2. t t-0 

Doyle d. Obrcms k1 
11-5. 11-4. 6-1 t, 11-8 

Harncu d Gu idry 
8-tl . 11-4, 5-l t, tt -8. t l-7 

Rny d. Kelley 
11-5, 11-3. t t-5 

24 Hour Fax Line 513-791-4036 
- AACOUETIALL AACOU£TS -

EKTELON Suobt RTS (05).. . CALL Cenuon OS RTS.. . .... CALL T,11, IJSRTS.. . . . CALL 
Xrttr RTS(OS) .......... CALL OplltnaRTS(OSI ..... . CAI.L Tun.tyMSRTS . CALL 
Stuon RTS 10s1... . ....... CALL Ltu RTS (OSI.. . .... CALL PRO KEN~D G1'p le AS',! 31 CALL 
Ernlne11<1 OS ATS . . • . . . CALL Am i RTS (OS) . . . . . . CALL G1, "'1-lelr ,bcte... . . CALL 
Ot,or , OS RTS. . CALL lnte91' I.IS RTS • . .. CALL G1'1)h,l! l'>nguu o JI .... CALL 
ElanuaOSRTS.. .. ..... CALL AusMSRTS . ........ CAL AsS)ll\tU,cSO ......... CALL 

W11r• for,, .. c• t• '09 C• ll l or Pl•llo rm T1nnu 

- IKTILON GLOVII - - IKTILON IAGI-
All Pro Gto.1 .. . ..... 995 Clarnc G1o.e ........ 1150 RTSE,p1ass ............ .. 3195 
Con11oOtr Glo.t ... , .. 695 Pt1lorlflfrG•o,1 ...... 1395 Crou Sport ......... 2195 
Con11ndt1 .. .. .. .. . .... 12 95 Enla,w . .. • .. . .. .. 12 95 Sport eo..,,., .. . . .. .. .. .. 3191 
M1n10r....... ... ... 895 Sens<.1G10,-. . ... . . t• 91 Tourn.111U1nt ............ •295 

- ACCIIIORIII -

Coml)OS teASII Jt .. ..... CALL 
HEAD Co:ossu, 300) ..... CALL 

Co'°"us 2000. .. . .. CALL 
Co:O,suJ IIXIO • . • • • CALL 
uw So,,o jOO] • • • CALL 
Last1 So,ed IIXIO... • CALL 

-HUOIAGI-

CALL 

Ptnn Toumarnent GltM . .. .. 1195 Hud Conouest G•o., . . . . 1191 Neurn1nn Dunt acl Glo-1 .. .. . 9 95 El11:on Cush,on Gi,p ......... 3 50 
K1nn1.1 O.'tt1011... . . . . . . • .. CALL H11d XC·I G:O-.·e. . . . . ...... 9 95 t~tlJl'l\.1nn Pro Chnt ac• Giove 1195 E\ttlon Cht,•rao Gr10.. . . . . .3 2S 
Ktnnu Dominator ........... CALL Hud 5,., , 1 on GIO>e.... . 1391 EllO:on Rubb'1 Gup/Al,IE .. .. 150 Elttion V,0, 1>1p.. .. . .. .. .300 

Hud s,p,,.,,.cy Gio<, .. .. .. . 13 95 Hua M"""I Gto.•:.,: i'liriLJ~ ~n~i•:;~•~ Lmr .. .. .. .. 3 50 

lnt11c1p10r ........ ..... . 2495 Clus ic .. .. ... .. .2095 ~,9, n1... .. . .. .. .. 1195 
NtwSptt111 . ........... 1095 Leg,on .......... IJSI A19us..... . .. 2191 
Outnlum .. .. . .. .. . .. .. 12 95 COUl1 Specs.. .. .. . .. I SI O.l~t10r . . • .. . . . 19 95 
Stlltlntl .................. 1995 Prm pt..... .. . ... . .2191 ""'J .. 2'9 1 

-OTHIR IYIGUAROS -

SuM,o, . . .. ...... . . 995 
Pl lSM • , • , . .. . •• • , • , l i 9S 
Tn1on • . • . . . • . . • • • . . 229.S 
0."f"1""1 ........... ~ 95 

Bausch & LombAt llOl'I Eyes . ... .. 2195 L11etr N1• Yorl1t... . . . , 17 9S l HC" Opl,,1e<lf .. 1195 kt/1111.< Sn.lc!o,, .......... 229S 
L" d" All>ony. .. .. . .. .. . 16 91 Ludt r H, L~• Pl111 .. .. • .. .22 91 LIIC'1 u ... ,,, 
L"dtr Otll.S . .. .. .. ........ 2195 L"d" Hi-L,tt II..... . .. · .:.1::ciri~dt1 Ul "'-' · 

2095 KtMtJ0omN101 ........ l99S 
19 95 KtlV>t• Co,,,pellor .. .. . t6 95 

EKTELON Rtn19101 '• (MI.. , .CALL StyluJ (MIil) .......... . . CALL tr,000< Co,.,1 LO• l"'I CAlL An, 1.,,, Fro 1111 .. . .. .CALL 
11,rn na 31, (M) .. . .. .. . .CALL lo! lll'I 31, ii.II ...... ...... CALL HEAD ANlom.. .. . . CALL AN!.., G, Son,c 3/1 ...... CALL 

SAMUELS TENNISPORT 
TTM IIONTGOIIERY RD. • CINTI .. OH 41231 

Vltll 0,. Slo19 WMn In ClnclnnaU 
s w Comar Kenwood I llonlgo,,,.rY • Acrou from Prim, "n Wino-Hui lo Portu Pllnl 

, Specify gr ip size , $3.95 ahlpp lng any quanlity . Money order or cerulled chec k payable to "T1nni1po11· APO'S. FPO'S add 
$3.05 extra • • COD 'S add St .OD • vr ... MC, AE . Discover - gov, card num,ber and u p,1111on data No Crtd 1l eard , ... Ohlo 
r11idan1s dd 5.51!. 11111 tax . • Return sub'ecl 10 '"' c1lon & lSI!. rHlotk ln 11 
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matches like thi one rei nforces how much 
se pa rate s the to p 12- 16 pl ay er s and 1he 
im porta nce of the me nial as pect of 1he 
gam e. 

Probabl y the most anlicipated round of 
16 match was # 7 Ham eu vs. # IO Guidry . 
Two leflics and two of 1he best a1hle1cs on 
the lour. Guidry and Hamel! shoot bot1om 
boar d wheneve r 1h e s li g hte st o pe nin g 
appears. Wi th a 2-1 game lead Guidry held 
an 8-5 lead in the fourth and looked like he 
would defeat Ham ell for the fir st tim e in 
his early pro car eer. Ham el! reac hed deep 
down as he has so many times in his caree r 
and em erged with an I 1-8 win to send the 
m atch inl o 1he 1ie br ea ke r. Guid ry co n­
trolled mo I o f the tiebreaker umil he go l a 
lit1le ten1a1ive with a 7-5 lead. Hametl was 
a bl e LO ca pit a li ze fo r an 11-8 vic 1ory . 
Guidry who has had more LOugh losses this 
seas on 1han ju t about any 01her pro will 
have to shake this one off qui ck ly a 1our 
pace increases. 

In 1he on ly other round of 16 1ha1 we n1 
10 a tiebrea ker. Yellen outlas ted a con is­
te nt a nd c rapp y New m a n to s po il 
Newm an' s debut wi1h Ektelon. Yellen who 
has rece n1ly semi-r etired is still one o f the 
most d ifficult pro ' s to play when his in1en-

sit y is up. In o ther ro un d of 16 ac1ion, 
Robe rts. Ray, Swa in. and Doyle dispa1ched 
m e (Aaro n Ka tz) . V ince Ke ll ey, Mik e 
Ce res ia , and Da n Obre mski respective ly 
with rela tively few problems. 

The qu arterfin als began wi1h seven of 
the top eigh1 seeds lef 1. Everyo ne was anx­
ious 10 make a s1a1emen1 as 10 who wq_uld 
be 1he fr on 1runn er fo r the Natio na l 1i1le 
wilh onl y a few poi nls separa1 ing 1he lop 
three players. 

T he fir st qu arterfinal malc h feaiu red 
Kac htik and Jo hn so n . Altho ugh Kach1ik 
was the highe r seed , Johnson had won 1he 
pr evio us tw o lim e 1he two had p layed . 
Kach1ik, the defe nd ing na1ional cham pion 
has s lipped to #5 thi seaso n and has yet 10 
win an eve nt. He has, howeve r, become a 
mas 1er o f "w inn ing ugly" wi1h his onl y 
serve being a lob. Kachtik's ho1 se lectio n 
and high perce ntage play co mbined with an 
inien i1y leve l that i unriva led proved too 
much for 1he inco n istent Jo hn on. John on 
was plagued wi1h mis ed oppor1uni1ies and 
fo re ha nd s k ips. Kac h 1ik won in fo ur 
games. 

Th e second q uarierfinal matc h 
promised 10 be a fan' delig ht featuring 1he 
1wo premiere powe r player in 1he game 

RIPIT 
INTRODUCING -

THE RIPIT CLUB 
FOR AN ANNUAL FEE OF $10 YOU CAN BECOM E A "RIPIT " 

MEMBER. YOUR MEMBERSHIP ALLOWS YOU TO BUY AL L 

YOUR RACQUETBALL EQUIPMENT AT UNBELIEVAB LE PRICES! 

GO AHEAD, CHECK THEM OUT 

1-800-552-6453 
FREE CATALOG 

20 •KILLSHOT 

1oday, Swain and Doyle . However, there 
was no doubl who was 1he premie re powe r 
player on this day as the 1wo went "mano a 
mano· • for three games wilh four lob serves 
hi1 be1ween the two of 1hem and jus1 as few 
ceili ng ba lls. Swain' s utler dominatio n was 
scary as Doyle , consis tently among the Lop 
5. played a relatively st rong match. When 
Swai n i o n his game , he sometimes 
ap pears to be playi ng al a d ifferen t level 
from eve ryone e lse. H is power , serving 
ability, a nd t remendous getting ab il ity 
make him one of the mosl complete players 
in the game today. 

The third quarterfinal match had plen-
1y of e lec1ricity a the home1own crowd 
came out to root fo r Ray (a ltho ugh Ray 
now lives in Hilton Head , he spent many 
year a a young player in Atlan 1a) against 
Hamell . And, although they may have gone 
away disa ppoi nted wi1h 1he resu lt , every­
one wilne ed what wa the best match of 
the to urnament. Although both are tal l 
lanky lef t hander , they p lay opposite 
styles. Harne tt is the consummate power 
player looking to end each rally a oon a 
possi ble . Ray is the total con trol player, 
moving the ball around and mixing up ceil­
ing ball un1il he ge t a n opportunity to 
shoot hi tru ty forehand. The fir t game 
took over 45 minute a never did more 
than two point epara te the two. Ray even­
tua lly squeaked out a 16- 14 victory in a 
game that reinforced how much excilemen1 
the win by two rule used by the pro's adds 
to the game . The econd game wa more of 
the ame a Ray again won a 1igh1ly con­
ic ted I 1-9 game . 

The feeling among t the crowd 
cemed 10 be that Ray had fough1 the be L 

of the Harnett fires. Apparemly , Hamel! 
would be lei down following two tough 
losses in game he could have ju t as ea ily 
wo n. However 1his crowd d id no t know 
Harnell well enough. Hamell i a lremen­
do us competilor who work at maximum 
intensi1y leve l eve,y poin l of every match . 
In fact, the first 1wo games seemed 10 lake 
more ou t of Ray. Harnelt wo n game 1hrce 
and fo ur re lative ly ens i ly . T he A1la11ta 
crowd went bananas on one Ray pa s in 1he 
founh 1ha1 was clearly, ab olu1ely, well oul 
o f Ham ett 's reach, whic h only afte r a mira­
cle 1ouch by a supernatura l Harnett found 
ii way back to 1he from in the form of a 
perfect ce iling ba ll. Ray was amazed, the 
crowd was on fire, and Harne 11 shrugged ns 
if it hnppe ned every day. Maybe to Harnett , 
it does. The entire 1iebreake r see-sawed 
with bo1h Hamett and Ray hold ing sma ll 
leads, but in the end ii was Hamett who 
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To design our new indoor court shoe, 

we consulted the foremost 

authority on shoe technology. 
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.. . : Your foot. 
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Removable Anatom, designed to fit the anatomy of your foot. 

Foot is cradled in an 
anatomical unit for 

optimal stability. 

' . 
The same HEAD Anatom technoloa&y that ' Anatom tee ology, the f'oot I• cradled In an 
revolutlonlzed the comf'ort, flt and stablllty In a anatomlcally - de s igned footbed, whlle the 
tennis shoe Is now avallable In our new Indoor 
court shoe, the Anatom Graphite Sonic. In t,__ 
ltlonal shoe construction, the outsole, mldaole 
and upper are Joined as one, provldlfta& support 
through the flt of the upper only. With 
rapid stop and go movement, the f'oot 
can sllp and twist, causlna& lnstablllty 
and fatla&ue. Th• outsole may lo•• 
a&round contact and cau .. the foot to 
roll, lncreasln• th• risk of ankle• 
related lnJurles. With our unique HEAD 

outsole remain• In contact with the pound. 
Secured footing allows the player to push off 
and move In any dlrectl _on with maximum power 
and control. The result Is an unprecedented 

level of comfort, flt and stablllty. 
Th• kind of atablllty you demand 
from the extreme lateral move• 
anent of Indoor court sport-.. To try 
on the ~ Graphite Sonic, ..U 
for tile HUD delller n......t you at 
i,.eoo.a'74-HBAD,..t..m.----.-
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prevailed with a thrilling I 1-9 victory. 

Roben ·s quick di spatch of Yellen in 
the last quanerfinal match in thr ee urpris­
i ngly easy game s gave th e weathered 
crowd a break after the previou marathon . 
Yellen l ooked a littl e off thi s tim e as 
Robens seized the opportunit y and went 
for the kill ri ght fr om the earli e I oppo nu ­
nity 

The semifin als were set with thr ee of 
the top four pl aye rs (Robert s. Ray. and 
Swain) lef t as well a the last thr ee national 
champions (Swain 1990 . Ray I 99 I . and 
Kachtik 1992). The fir st match pill ed tw o 
lefti es for the third strai gh t round . Harn ett 
was able to get hi s intensity up as high as 
he had th e night before, but it wasn·t 
enough . Swain"s serve to Harnett"s back­
hand was just to o much . Swain aced 
Harnett ·eve n time s in th e fourth and 
deciding game. Although the match was 
not particularly c lo se the inten sit y was 
tremend ous as Harn ell ~ough t hi s fir t 
appearance in the final round all seai,on . 
Swain was eager to regai n the # I rankin g 
that he relinqui ~hed for hi s tenure on the 
Pro Tennis Tour. 

The seco nd semifinal match will be 
rem embered as one of the weirdest match­
es in pro racquetball hi story. It pitt ed # I 
and #2 from la st season. Kachtik and 
Robert s. The match-ups betwe en the tw o 
have turn ed into a bitter ri va lry with 
Roberts controlling with victories over 
Kachtik in the last two VCI eve nt s. The 
match started off with Roben s dominating 
Kachtik . Kachtik wa s lo sing hi s cool and 
being forced into low perc entage shors. 
The frustration of Roben ·s pinpoint accu­
racy wa s wearing on the hot blood ed 
Kachtik . Down two games to zero. things 
looked hopeless for Kachtik. Then it hap-
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Drew Kachtik and Cliff Swain 

p e n e d . 
Leading 5-4 
in the third 
g a m e , 
Kachtik ran 
into Roberts 
in ce nt er 
co urt going 
for a ba ll. 
R o b er t s 
who ha s 
of ten com­
plained of 
Ka c htik' 
ph y ical 
play l o t 

wa comp lete in every a pect. Swain 
crui sed to an I 1-0 first game win and I 1-5 
seco nd game win and wa up 8-2 in the 
th ird before Drew moumed hi s on ly sus­
tai ned run of the match corning back to 9-9 
before falling 11-9 fo r Swa in ' fort h pro 
top vi c tory of the eason. 

t0tal contro l of the match . Kachtik tarted a 
~trin g of poir,t that would cont inu e until 9-
0 i n the tiebreaker. That" s right. 26 co n ec­
uti vc points! Robert got to 4 before lo ing 
the tiebreaker , but he appeared totall y con­
fused by the odd turn of event . The crowd 
seemed tunn ed al o by the comp lete turn 
around in the match . K achti k changed the 
pace and got co ntr o l of his temp er while 
Robert comple tely lo t hi compo ure. It 

rr the pl ayers didn"t have the message 
before . Swai n com mun icated it loud and 
clear w ith his domination over the field in 
Atlanta - he· back , and he want s hi # I 
ranki ng back . Sw ain lo t on ly one game 
during th e entir e eve nt. On the w ay he 
del ivered dou g hnuts to two top I 6 IRT 
pro . B e fore a tr em end ou c rowd in 
A tl anta and a nation ally televi sed audienc e. 
Swain has grabbed the IRT by the thr oat, 
and started to squeeze. 

Pittsburgh 
Gonzalez' S teel ' the Show 

By Mark Henr y 

La t year. Pill burgh· Shop N Save 
Pro Am t0od a the turn in g poi nt o f the 

wa s a ro l e rever a l 
from th e fir s t tw o 
games. 

Kachtik ' win set 
up an intriguing final 
with Swain . The two 
play abso lut ely oppo ­
sit e sty le . Kachtik is 
almost a comp lete con­
trol player who never 
hit s a drive serve. 
Swain undoubtedly has 
th e grea te st serve i n 
th e hi sto ry of th e 
game. In addition the 
two had never pl ayed 
before. a remark ab le 
stati stic for top players 
who have pl aye d the 
tour for severa l yea rs. 
The o ne thin g the y 
have in co mm on is an 
int ensity level and a 
driv e to win that i s 
found only in champi­
ons. How ever the 
final s. like football ' s 
Superbowl , often don' t 
live up to the hyp e and 
thi s one was no differ­
ent. Swain' s domi­
nance over K ac htik 

Gonzalez d. Roberts 
11-8, I 1-8. 2- 11. I 1-7 

John on d. Ray 
4- 1 I. I 1-9, 9- 1 I. I 1-0. I 1-8 

Robcn s d. Sab le 
11-6. 11-5. t 1-1 

Yellen d . Newman 
2- 11. 11- 1. 6- 11. 11-2. 11-4 

Gonza lcz d. Cl ouse 
11-3. 12- 10. 11-9 

Kachllk d Obrem ski 
11-2. 11-4. 11-1 
Ray d . Ccrc,,ia 

11-2. 9- 1 I. I 1-5. I 1-5 
Doyle d Guidry 
11-6. 11-3. 11-5 

Joh nson d . Hamcll 
4- 11.11 -9. 11-1. 8- 11. ll -5 

Swain d . Knckorian 
11-6. 11-8. 11-3 

I 1-4, 4-1 I , I 1-8, I 1-9 

Dave Johnson 

Ofl-RT-EI-U 
Robert d . Y ellen 

11-3 . 11-5, 11- 1 

Gonzale z d. Kachtik 
9- 1 I , 12- 10. 9- 1 I , I I - 1. I 1-8 

Ray d . Doyle 
I 1-5. I 1-9, I I -6 

Johnson d . Swain 
I 1-4, 5-1 I , I 1-3. I 1-9 

urgh 

Mar ch/April 1993 



season. It wa s Yellen's first win in his 
ba11le back to number I. It was Swain ·s 
first tournament back on the lRT . It was 
Ray's firsl showing fully recovered from a 
pre . eason knee injury. Thi s year, the 
Racquet Club of Pittsburgh welcomed the 
pros for even more surpr ises as the upset s 
for this event came in the semi' s instead of 
the ear ly round s. When the smoke cleared , 
Gon zalez left with the check and his sec ­
ond big win of the season . 

In the opening round. # I seed Robert s 
had hi s hand s full with qualifier Rob 
Mcf(jnney . Looking a li11lc stiff, Roberts 
go t off to a s low start befor e nexing his 
!RT mu cle s for the dec is ive win in the 
breaker. Rooki e Ellis put up a good fight 
before losing to # 12 Clou se in four games . 
In a battl e of Estca teammate s a nd club 
favorite s, # 13 Obremski had a bit more 
trouble than exp ec ted with #20 Bri an 
Jor g en s on before c losing in four. 
Krickorian po led a good win in four over 
Memphi s State top gun Scott Reiff . 

Th e only real up e t in the round of 
s ixteen came to #7 seed Ha rnett at the 
hand of #10 John son . Jn five game of 
grit and hu tie , John on proved he is till 
the tour giant ldller in that he can pos t an 
up et at any time , anywhere . A little con-
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sistcncy would be a valuable weapon for 
Johnson . Harnett, in the midst of a long, 
tough climb back through the ranks of the 
IRT, is seeking some big wins to get back 
to the top spot. 

Yellen and Newman played a smart 
shoot-and-move five games that left Yellen 
on top with the aid of an impeccab le ceil­
ing game. Ray wa s extended to four 
games by Ceres ia. All other match-ups in 
this round ended with the favorite on top in 
a quick three . 

Two of the quaners were over with no 
tim e wasted . Fir st Ray came out of the 
gate with Doyle 's number and capitalized 
in three . Next, Robert s struck hard and fast 
to grab the victory ove r Yellen in three . 

Johnson scored yet another in hi 
amazing string of up set s by di spatchin g 
Swain in four game s. Swain, having won 
thre e of the last four event s , never antici­
pated Johnson' s mounting an all out attack . 
John son played solid ball and advan ced to 
the semi 's . 

Alway s a war when they meet , 
Gon za lez and Kacbtik matched up in the 
qu arter as well. Regarded as two of the 
bes t hustler s on the court , each has more 
than his share of drive and heart . Gonzale z 
ju st never accept s tha t any ball is out of 

ByTRS 

play . Kachtik simply sacrifices his body 
and is not afraid to scramble to "win ugly" 
when he has to. In five tough very physi­
cal games . Gonzalez claimed the win. 

As Johnson and Ray met in the 
semi' s , most of the crowd wondered if 
Johnson could keep up the upsets for one 
more round . Down two games to one after 
three. he mounted an offensive that proved 
that he could. The victory brought the 
Southern Californian into his first final of 
the year , a big win again st the #2 seed. and 
the bener side of a doughnut along the way 
in the fourth game . 

Gon zalez had le ss trouble from 
Rob erts in the top bracket. Going only 
four game s, Gonzalez proved that he is one 
o f on ly a handful of IRT pros that can top­
ple the Memphis Powerhou se. 

In th e final, Gonzalez al lowed 
Johnson only one game victory before fin­
ishing him off. Just past his fortieth birth­
day , Gonzalez has established himse lf as 
being as strong as any player on the tour. 
Always a crowd favorite in any city on the 
IRT, Gon zalez used Pittsburgh to add cred­
i bi Ii ty to his earlier season win in 
Montrea l. The victory keeps all the wins 
thi s se aso n amon g the top four players, 
Robert s, Swain , Ray, and Gonzalez. 

. 

• Light Weight 

• Super Stiff 
• 3 Built-In Vibration 

Dampening Systems 

• Comes Unstrung 
(Str ing Provided) 

• tackl-mac3 Grip 
(Provided) 

World's Hardest Hitting 
Racquet...Sure It Has Been Said 
Betore ... Now The Proof Is In 
Your Own Hands 

TRANSITION RACQUET SPORTS 

FOR MORE I 
THE NEA 
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VCI Spreadsheet 

IRT WPRA 

I. Andy Robens (2) I. Mich e lle Gould (4) 

Memphis. Tennessee Boise . Idaho 

2. Cliff Swain (3) 2. Mar c i Dr ex le r (6) 

Braintr ee. Massachus e tts San Diego. Californ ia 

3. Mike Ray ( 1) 3 . Jacque lin e Paraiso-Gib son ( 1) 

Hi lton Head. Sou th Carolina San Diego. Ca liforni a 

4 . Rub en Gonza lez (5) 4. Toni Bevelock (3) 

Stat en Is land. New York Santa Ana . California 

5. Drew Kac h tik (4) 5 . Dolly Kelly (5) 

Dallas . T exas A llent ow n. Pennsylva ni a 

6. Tim Doyl e (6) 6 . Malia Bailey (2) 

Hunting ton Beach. Ca liforni a No rfo lk . V irginia 

7. Bret Harn e tt (8T) 7. Rob in Levine ( 1 O) 

Las Vegas . Nevada Sacramen to. Cali fo rni a 

BT . Jac k Newm an (7) 8 . Ma rcy Lyn ch (7) 

Hoffman Es ta tes. Illi nois Nortl 1 wales. Pennsylva ni a 

BT. Dave John son ( 1 3) 9 . Kaye Kul1f e ld (9) 

Huntlng,on Beac h. Ca lifornia Indianapolis. Indian a 

10 . Mik e Guidry ( I 0) 10. Lynn e Cob urn (8) 

Dallas. Texas Ba ltimor e . Mary land 

I I T. Woody Clouse ( I I TJ I I. Chris Evo n ( 1 1 ) 

Jackso nvil le . Florida San Diego, California 

I l T. Dan Obremski ( 1 I T) 12T . Dee Fe rre ir a-w or111 ( 1 2) 

Pi11sb ur gh. Pennsy lv ania An ahei m Hills . Calif ornia 

13 . Tim Sweeney (8T) 12T. Robin Wl1itmir e ( 13 ) 

Chi ca go. Illi noi s A tlan ta . Geo rgia 

14 . Mik e c e res ia ( 1 4) 14 . Jan e lle Mariott ( 1 5) 

Montr ea l. Quebec. Ca nada w es t Warw ick . Rl1od e Isla nd 

15 . Jason Krickor ian ( 15T) 15. Mo ll y O'Brien 

Bos ton. Massac huse11s Soude rton. Pennsy lvani a 

16. Rog e r Harrip e rsad 16. Ell en Crawford ( 16) 

Ca lgary. Alb e rta. Canada Syrac use, New York 
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V CI Cha ll enge Cup Series 

I . Mike Ray 

2 . Andy Rob erts 

3. Cliff Swam 

4T . Drew Kacht ik 

4T . Mik e Yellen 

6 . Rub en Gonzalez 

7 . Bret Harnett 

BT . Tim Doyl e 

8T . Dave Johnson 

Amer ican Ama teur 
Racquetba ll Association 

18 & Under 
1 . Jason Thoerner 
2 . Jam es Mui coc k 
3. Jason Mannino 
4. Craig Rappapo rl 
5 . Jav ed Ag haloo 

I . Elkova Ice nogl e 
2T . Britt Engel 
2T . Ract,el Gellma n 
4 . Le11st1a Bussell 
5 . Amber Frisch 

Racquetba ll Canada 

I . 
2 
3. 
4 . 
5. 

I . 
2 . 
3 . 
4. 
5 . 

Sherman Gree nf e ld 
Simon Roy 
Roger Harrip e rsad 
Mike Ceresta 
Haydn Jones 

H ea tl, er Stupp 
Ca rol McFe tridg e 
Sue McTaggerr 
Jose Grandmaitre 
Vicki (Brown) Shanks 
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I . 
2. 
3 . 
4 . 
5 . 

I . 
2 . 
3 . 
4 . 
5 . 

I . 
2T . 
2T. 
4 . 
5 . 

I. 
2 . 
3 . 
4 . 
5 . 
ST 

I . 
2 . 
3 . 
4. 
5. 

I . 
2. 
3. 
4 . 
5. 

Garden State 
Racquetball 
Association 

Semi-Pro 
Dan Llac era 
Sudsy Monchik 
Jason Manlnno 
Bill Serafin 
Mike Sekul 

Lorraine Galloway 
Marcy Lynch 
Molly O'Brien 
Doreen Metzold 
Ellen Crawford 

Open 
Bill Leavy 
Glen carlson 
Much Posner 
Kevin Devine 
Eric Eisman 

Tina Bates 
Lisa Gaertner 
Jean Hallahan 
Helen Thomas 
Doreen Metzold 
Jennif er Hend el 

A 
Glenn Garrison 
Glenn Carlson 
Peter A ppe l 
Jesus Rei na 
Guy Petty 

Teresa Vaccaro 
Ann Stark 
Helen Tl,omas 
Lisa Cal itri 
Gab Delorenzo 

The featured state in the next issue 
of VCI Spreadsheet will be 

Florida 

VW CREDIT, INC. 
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Season's 
s 

Drexler takes Philadelphia in the exciting WPRA season opener 

With a ll the changes in the adm inis­
tration of the WPRA , the first stop on the 
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wome n's profe sio nal racq uetball tou r, the 
Philadelph ia Grand Slam, came with a bi t 

o f co nfusio n. Alway s a 
fi rs t c la ss even t. the 
Hi g h po in t At hl e t ic 
Cl ub 's pro s top ha 
been a to ur favo r i te. 
Thi year . changes in 
personne l on the 
WPR A board , and last 
mi nu te adju tments to 

/IICt,,-

--

the schedule left a few 
pl aye rs wo nd e r ing 
exac tly whe n th e offi­
cial eason would tart. 
Inj uries and retirements 
a lso p laye d the ir part 
leav in g a so mewha t 
unusual d raw. With the 
seaso n now un derway , 
most of the confusion 
seems to have subs ided 
and a now solid sc hed­
ule promises an ample 
portion of exc it i ng 
compe tition. 

A t this eve n t, #3 
ranked Ton i Bevelock 
was o ut du e 10 a 
sprai ned an kle. Dollie 
Kelly (#5) is on mater­
nity leave. #I O Robi n 
Lev in e d idn ' t s how. 
Ly nn Adams and 
Cary n McKi nney have 
re tir ed fr o m reg ul ar 

Mar ci Dr ex le r and 
Moll y O 'Brien in 
Philadelphia. 

touring . Michelle Gou ld played the event. 
but in obvious discomfort in the af termath 
of knee urge ry. 

# I seed , Jackie Paraiso-Gib on ran 
into a surprisi ngly close first round match 
with Chicagoa n. Cheryl Gudinas. Gud inas 
put away a bad lob serve and won the first 
game with a perfectly executed killshot off 
the back wa ll. Unable to hold the momen­
tum , Gudinas eventual ly fell victim to 
Parai o-Gibson's tremendous consistency . 
J ackie proved to u ghe r in the qua rt er , 
defeati ng Ch ris Evo n easily in three. 

Para iso- Gibson was then poi se d 10 

mee t ex-double s partner, Miche lle Gould in 
th e se mi 's. To get to th e se m i's, Gould 
eas i ly defeated new mother of twi ns, 
La ure n S heprow-Echegaray in t h ree. 
Lynne Cobu rn proved a worthy challenge 
in the quarters to test Mic helle's four ­
weeks of knee surgery recuperatio n. After 
w inning the first game, Coburn looked to 
have control of the ma tch. Gou ld came on 
stro ng wit h a powerful , accura te service 
game and won the next three to advance. 
Forme r do ubles pa rtn ers, both Parai o­
Gibson and Go uld were hungry for their 
se mi fina l. Gou ld con tro lled the pace from 
the start and ripped into the fina l in three 
stra ight. 

Th e bo llom half of the draw de mon­
stra ted more crow d-p leasi ng. n ip-a nd-tuck 
matc hes wit h bo th q uarters r eachi ng 
t ie br eakers. #2 seed, Malia Bailey 
advanced 10 the quarters with a decisive 
win over Nebraska ' s Laura Fenton . Fenton 
has a s mooth ga me and was part of the 
doubles team that ou ted Gou ld and Kelly 
at the AA RA Natio nal Doubles last year. 
She was not strong enoug h this time 10 con-
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Right: Jacqueline Parais o-G ibson . 
Far right: Kaye Kuhfeld. 

tend with Bailey' s experience and 
los t in thr ee . Tour ve teran , Kaye 
Kuhfeld . al so adva nced w ithout a 
problem over Southern Ca lifornia·s 
Dee Fe rr eira-Wort h . Fer reira­
Worth put up a grea t fight. but 
Kuh feld was in co ntrol for the win 
in three . 

Tho se two qu arter fina l defea ts 
set up a fami liar quarterfina l batt le 
between Bailey and Kuhfe ld. As 
wi th a ll th e match es from Phill y, 
this one was eage rly awai ted as one 
of the tell-t ale matches that wou ld 
show how strong eac h play er was 
com ing into the new season. Well ­
matc he d th roug h four games, 
Bailey fina lly buck led dow n for the 
dec is ive win in the breaker. 

Thi se t up an inte resting semi fina l 
between Ba iley and #4 seed Marci Drexl e r. 
Drexl er reached the quart e rs wi th re lative 
ease beati ng N ew Yorke r , Lo rraine 
Gall oway in three. She then ran into her 
toughes t co mpeti tion of the tournamen t, 

TRRNS/17. 

home- town favori te Molly o·Bricn. 
O'Brien had upse t #5 seed , Marcy Lync h 
in four game s. 0 ' Brien has a lways been 
difficu lt to beat in her ow n club , and the 
crowd was beh ind her I 00% to upse t the 
left- handed Drex ler and become a dark 
horse in the semi' s. 

T.R.S. 

It was a match of momen tum , with the 
se rver con trolling the ga me. Each playe r 
foug ht through the first four ga mes. domi­
nating the ot her with plenty of fla re! 
Marci 's go -for-broke game s tyle kept her 
alive and kicking in the firs t and fourth . 
tak.ing them 11-3, 11-5 respectively. But 

Features The New Phase I Ultra Light 

?~~~~~~ ~c::7./'~.!!;? 
• World's lightest ... 195 Grams 
• 100% Graphite Frame 
• 2 Built In Vibration Dampening Systems 

FEATHER WEIGHTS .... . . .. . 

• Great For Females, Juniors, and 
Players With Chronic Arm Problems 

• Generates Tremendous Head Speed With Little Effort 
• Serious Power Without Jeopardizing The Control 

Used By Top Players Everywhere 

Elaine Mardas Hooghe 

11 National Titles 
8 Ohio Women's Open 

Championships 
2 Time U.S. Team Member 

Shane Vanderson 

3 World Titles 
5 Regional Titles 
5 National Titles 
5 State Titles 

P hase I UltraLight 
FOR MO RE INFORMATION ON THE NEAREST DEALER 
OR FREE CATALOG CALL 1-800 -473 -4425 
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O 'Brien 's control and co urt wisdom kep t 
her go ing strong in the seco nd and third 
winn ing 11-7. 11-3. Th e tie-breaker looked 
to be a ll Molly as she pulled out to an early 
lead. The t ide turn ed wi th a series of 
Drex ler ove rhead rever se pinch rollouts. 

The DrexlerfBail ey semi was an ticli­
mactic af te r th at ro ller coaster ride of a 
match . Altho ugh each ga me was close, 
Bail ey cou ldn' t shut the door , and lost in 
t11ree straight. 

This led to what should have been a 

Far left: Malia Baile y. Lef t: Marci 
Drexler 's backhand. 

great fina l match: all spec tato rs were 
looking forward to a major shoot ou t 
between Lwo of Lhe hardest hilling 
women on the pro tour . No one knew 
wha t to predict as the two challenger s 
began thei r warm up. Michelle had sa id 
earlier th at her goa l was to make the 
quarterlinal after noL playing for severa l 
month s whi le he rested her injury :~o rn 
body . But injured or not , Mi che lle is 
alway a threat wi th her precision/power 
game. The Paraiso-Gib so n match was 
evidence of that. 

T he Philade lphia tou rn amen t in 
1991 was the on ly tim e Drexler had 
bea ten Gould in thei r four meetings . 
Her ga me pl an this time was c lear­
move Gould around to take advantage of 
the knee probl em . The plan paid off. 

Unable to bend for good clean ki lls. Gould 
fe ll vic tim to Drexler' pinche and passes . 
Ab le to do little mo re than go 10 the cei ling , 
Gould was unab le to put up a fight beyond 
the lir st game . Tn t11e end , Drex ler took the 
cas h in thr ee. 



Marcy Lynch 

P.-Gibso n d . Gudinas 
10- 11, 11-4, 11-4 , 11-9 

Evon d. Whilmir c 
11-6, 11-0, 11-5 

Co burn d. Crawford 
11-9, 11-6, 4- 11, 11-2 

Gould d. Shcprow 
11-0, 11- 1, 11-5 

Drexler d. Galloway 
11-9 , 11-5, 11-5 

O'Dricn d. Lynch 
11-5, 5- 11, 11-7, 11- 1 
Kuhfcld d . F.-Wonh 

11-4, 11-8. 11-1 
Bailey d. Fenlon 
11-7, 11-6. 11~1 

P.-Gibson d. Evon 
11-4, 11-0, 11-9 

Gould d. Coburn 
6-1 I, 11-6, I 1-8 

Drexler d . O'Brien 
11-3, 7-11,3-11, 11-5.11 -8 

Bailey d. Kuhfeld 
11-4,9 - 11. 11-4.1-11 , 11-3 



ESPN: 
It's Good For 

Us All 
By Hank Marcus 

Commissioner, International Racquetball Tour 

ESPN: Professional racqu e tb a ll 
return s to the bigtime for the first time in 
IO years! Thanks to the tremen dous support 
of YW Credit, Inc. once again some of the 
best athletes in the world will be seen by 
everyone who loves sport s, not just rac­
quetball. The vcr Challenge Cup Series 
finals to be played June 23-27 in 
Minneapoli s at the beautiful Northwest 
Swim . Racquet, & Health Club in 
Burn sville will provide the perfect setting 
for racquetball 's return to •·major media ". 
Thanks to VW Credit and its interest in the 
long term growth of the tour. we will all be 
able to see Swain vs Ray or Robert s vs 
Gonzale z on national televi sion. ESPN is 
sport s telev ision's highe st step before tJ1e 
big 3 networks and where the talent s of the 
pro' s should and will be showca sed. 

Now that you have the facts, what 
does it all mean? Over the years that I have 
been involved with ra cq uetball. I have 
always been told that any worthwhile goal 
that the spo rt accomplished was goo d for 
me as a racquetball player. The pro tour is 
good for me. the AARA is good for me, 
KILLSHOT mag az ine is good for me. 
the Olympic movement is good for me. and 
now ESPN . r bought into this for a lon g 
time like most other players I knew accept­
ing that all these things were good for me. 
Want to know why? 

I am not here with the answers for 
everyone but 1 think I have an idea . First, 
all these mings are good for the spo rt of 
racquetball and therefore for everyone 
involved. That's the easy answer but it is 
true. I think this "a ll for one" attitude is one 
of the great things about our sport . When 
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you tak e I 0,000 ,000 people in North 
America playing racqu etball that equal s a 
lot of peopl e but tho se of us in the sport 
know that the numb ers are not as importan t 
as the relationship s with the people that you 
develop playing a tough opponent in your 
club, see ing familiar faces at tournament s, 
or getting up close to the best players in the 
sport in person or through KILLSHOT . 
That , I argue. is the reason that whatever 
happen s that is good for racquetball is good 
for you and me: becau se, it promotes the 
sport we all love and always affect s some­
one we know in the sport from the junior 
player at the club 10 the go lden master s 
player. In a way, we are all in this togeth er 
and when the pro's move up 10 ESPN this 
summer. it does more than just promote the 
sport: it exci tes and causes our sport to 
grow . With ESPN in the future, and the 
amount of televi s ion exposure YW Credit 
has brought to the pro tour we may finally 
get the ball co lor change so many of you 
hav e asked me about. And , you know 
what? That will be goo d for all of us too 
because we will be able to finally see the 
ball when Doyle or Hamett hit it 175 mph . 

Crew West Bonus Pool Standings 
I . Andy Robert s 
2. Cliff Swain 
3. Tim Doyle 
4. Dave John son 
5. Ruben Gonzalez 
6. Jack Newman 
7. Woody Clouse 
8. Tim Sween ey 

Head Anatom Bonus Pool Standings 
l. Mike Ray 
2. Dave Johnson 
3. Bret Hamett 
4T . Woody Clouse 
4T . Dan Fowler 
4T. Mike Ceresia 
7. Dan Obremski 
ST.Jason Krickorian 
8T. Scott Lipareli 
10. Doug Ganim 

BI RAK IT Standings 
I. Woody Clouse 
2. Aaron Katz 
3. Michael Bronfi eld 
4. Egan Inoue 
5. Sudsy Monchick 
6. Jason Mannino 
7. Mike Brady 
8. Sonny Greene 

Penn Glove Bonus Pool 
I . Cliff Swain 
2. Dave Johnson 
3. Woody Clouse 
4T. Dan Fowler 
4T. Jason Krickori an 
4T. Scott Lipare li 
4T. Mike Ceresia 
8T. Scott Reiff 
8T. Roger Harripersad 
10. Jeff Evans 
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Special Offer: Dan Obremski Pro Issue $169.99 
Pacific Sports Warehouse 

1-800-835-1055 
(Expires May 31 1993) 



Developmentl 
not repetition 

For the athletic purist , there are few more perfect ideas than that of 

go ing one on one against the enemy in an enclosed arena with noth­

in g more than sk ill , intellect, and courage. With no mean s of 

escape. and no exc uses for less than peak performance, he must fi ght 

to hi s potenti al or fa ll . Occa sion al defeat is inevitable, but a poor 

show ing is unacceptable. 

For thi s athl ete, every factor is vital. Impr ovemen t is the result of a 

co mpli cated mix of phys ical and intellectual conditioning. Thi s ath­

lete understands that hi s ow n grow th is much mor e comp lex than just 

perfec tin g a new techniq ue. Tot al. balanced evo luti on i achievab le 

and is the re ult of a dynami c mili eu of factors that elude the narrow 

focus o f limit ed range repetition. 

The racquet sports wor ld has tradi ti ona ll y emphasized the sk ill of the 

body·s domin ate side. Today, racq uet enthu siasts that understand the 

necessit y fo r a more beneficia l system of development are growi ng 

th rough Bl RAK IT . More than strengthenin g a weak side , Bl RAK 

IT enco urages a bilat eral . ym metry whose effect s dir ectl y con tr ibut e 

to the comp lex matri x of athl eti c abi lit y. More simply put, the w hole 

is greater than the . um of it pan s. 

B ecause of its benefi ts. Bl RAK IT is now the officia l cross trainin g 

spo rt of the Int ernati ona l Racquetball T our and is played at all Pro 

Stops. T he IRT pros report noticeable benefit s, fi erce comp eti ti on, 

and ... fun. Woody Clouse and Aaro n Ka tz are onl y the fi rst wi nners 

in th e nationwide seri es of eve nt s lead in g lo th e Bl RAK IT 

N ati onals. 

To learn = to modify oneself = Bl RAK IT = deve lopme nt , 

not repetition . 

BIRAK 
IT= 

,-,-,-,--rr-rr 
rrrrrrrrrr 

rrrrr-rrrrrr 
,.,-,-rrrrrrrT, rrrrrrr,..,.,r ,.,.,..,.,.,.,-.-rrr 
r r,- rrrrr r r r ,.,.,.,.,.~~,. 

5049 Riverpoint Road 
Jacksonville , Florida 32207 

(904) 398-5428 



No 8trings Attached? (Part I) 

Some how you ' ve lost a ll the " pop" in 
your shot. You haven ' t grown that much 
o lder, but after inc reas ing your vi tamin 
dosage , yo ur racq ue tba ll shots sti ll get 
weaker . Is it time to see the doctor ? No, 
it 's probably time 10 see your stringer!! 

Ther e are definite ly time s when rac ­
quetba ll players need stringing service s. If 
you've lo st your pop , or frayed a few 
strings, here are some areas 10 consider as 
you contemplate re tringi ng your racque t. 

Stringing Freq uency . Player hou ld 
have thei r racqu ets re trung a many times 
per year as they play per week. Th is is a 
genera l guide for all racquet pon . It may 
diffe r, dependin g on a player 's needs. If 
you are seriou ly equipment -co n ciou s you 
wil l have your racquet trung more fre ­
quently. (Some play ers maintai n a log as 10 

the number of play ing hour s on a racqu et.) 
Strin g Qu ality. With the use of space 

GLOV ES 
Penn Gloves ... ..... .. .... ...... Please Call 
Hogan Dynatack (Red) .... .......... 9.99 
Hogan Pro Dynatack (Blk/ Yel) . 12 .99 
Ektelon Classic Cab retta ...... ... . 10. 99 
Ektelon All Pro Cabr etta ... ... .... .. 8. 99 
Ektelon Controller ..................... 7. 99 
Ektelon Performer ........ .......... . 14 .99 
Ektelon Mentor(Syntheti c) .......... 8. 99 
Head Glove s .. ..... .... .. ...... Please Call 
Kenn ex Glov es .. ...... ...... ... Please Ca ll 
ACCES SORIE S 
Balls,Grips ,Socks ....... .... .. Please Call 
Vibrat ion Damp ers ... ..... ... Please Call 
Prince,Wil son String ......... Please Call 

Visa/MC or Discover Cord Accepted or send Money 
Order . Add $4 .95 for UPS Shipping & Insurance . 
COD odd $4 .00 . Air shipping ava ilable for addi tiona l 
charge AK,Hl,PR,APO or FPO $ 11 95 . 
CA residents odd 8.25% Soles Tax 
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age materia ls in the newe r frame s, the qual­
ity of string shou ld be suitably matched to 
playe r, frame. and sty le of play. To utilize 
a thick, inexpe nsive string in a space-age 
expensive racquet is like putti ng wooden 
wagon whee ls on Mario Andretti 's race car . 

With string, the highe r the numbe r, the 
thinner and belier playing it is. An equip ­
ment -con sc ious playe r should be putting 
nothing less than a good quality 16 gauge 
strin g in the racque t. Although with 
today ·s tiffer frame and more open string 
pa tterns. hard hitters and frequ ent players 
may find it nece ssary to go to some of the 
beli er playing I 51 str ings to sa tisfy the ir 
durability need s. 

Tension/P atte rn. Man ufacturers rec­
ommendations should be followed for ten ­
sions and string patterns. Failure to adhere 
to these instructio ns can void the warran ty 
and cause seve re damage to the racquet. 

RA CQUE TS 
Ektelon Eminence ... ..... ....... Please Call 
Ektelon Strobe .............. .... . Please Call 
Ektelon Strion .. ...... ...... .. ........ 1 26 . 99 
Ektelon Desori .. .... .......... .... ..... . 96.99 
Head Collossus .. ..... ........... Please Call 
Head Laserspeed .......... ..... Please Call 
Hogan ASM/ Asymetric SO Please Call 
Splading Gol iath/ Assault .. . Please Call 
Estusa Obr emski ....... ..... .... Please Call 
Wilson Hammer 2.7 .......... Please Cal l 
E-Force Models .... .... ..... .... Please Call 

In specia l cases , usually wi th profes­
sional players, string tensions and methods 
of stringing may vary. Bu t gene ra ll y 
equipment-aw are playe rs wi ll find that 
manufacture s specifications may be right 
on for their game . After you consider the 
detail s of having your racquet strung you 
shou ld seek a regu lar stringer . Someone 
who knows you and apprec iates your return 
busine s, is more likely to give you good 
service , especially in an emergency. Also. 
having a regular stringer greatly increases 
the odds of get ting racquets strung cons is­
tent ly. This atten tion to quali ty will give 
you fewer unpleasant surp rises as you play. 

Remember , your racquet and your 
game are only as good as your strings. The 
game is usually played off the string bed. 
Spend more time and effon in that area and 
you' II be rewarded by a better game. 

SHO ES 
Ektelon Voltu s 3/ 4 .......... ... ..... . 69 .99 
Ektelon Renegade ....... ............. 52 . 99 
Ektelon Nirvana 3/ 4 ................ 4 9. 99 
Ektelon Indoo r Cou rt .... ..... Please Ca ll 
SPORT BAGS 
Ektelon Tournament ..... ............. 44 . 99 
Ektelon Sports Courier ...... ... ..... 36. 99 
Ekt1::lon RTS Express .............. .... 29. 99 
Spald ing Pro or Geometr ic Please Call 
Hogan N itro Pro .. ... ..... .. ... Please Call 
EYEWEAR 
Ek tel on Interceptor .... ..... .......... 24 . 99 
Ektelon Olympus .... ........ .... .... .. 26 . 99 
Ektelon Prism .... ..... .... .. ... ..... .... 18.99 
Action Eyes .. ...... ...... .. ... ... Please Call 

IN FO (2 I 3) 259-8666FAX (2 13)259-9516 Leader Eyewear ........ ........ Please Call 

Hightower USA 4691 Eagle Rock Blvd.Department RB Los Angeles , CA 90041 
Open Mon -Thu 9 am-4pm. Fri .& Sat. 9am - 1 pm PST. 
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Dynan1ic Duo 

Cutting Off The Ball 
By Fran Davis & Stu Hastings 

Wh at doc the term "C uttin g off the 
ball ·· reall y mean? It mean taking the ball 
out of the ai r befor e it bounce . What thi s 
does is it keeps yo ur opponent off guard 
and guessing a we ll as givin g your oppo­
nenL lcs. tim e to react. set up ;ind get in 
positi on. Mo t players are taught to wait. 
be patient . and let the ball bounce (alway ). 
but thi . give your oppo nent all the time in 
the wo rld to react, set up, and get in posi­
ti on. Being agg rc si vc and attack in g the 
ball out of the ai r i what we advoca te. 
Your opponent is of ten surpri sed. The cle­
ment of surpri se wo rk s because i t keeps 
yo ur oppone nt deep and out of positi on. the 
name of the game. 

During a Rally 

A 

In Dia gra m A the oppo nent attempt s 
to hit a pass shot, mi s-hit s it and it now 
flo at s throu gh th e middl e of the co urt 
where you are positi oned. Step over , cut it 
off out of the air and your oppon ent i s 
caught deep and out of positi on. Thi s also 
establi shes your center court position and 
allows greater room for error because your 
opponent is out of position and caught off 
guard . 
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B 

In Di agram 8 yo ur opponent attempt 
to hit a pass shot , mi -hit s it and it now 
fl oa ts throu gh th e mid d le o f th e co urt 
wh ere you are po i ti oned. Y ou elect 10 let 
it bounce and retreat back to hit it. When 
you move back yo u relin quish good center 
court po it ion and yo ur oppo nent move up 
into beli er court positi on 10 defend. Thi s i 
a definit e ·'no-no" . Now yo ur shot ha to 
be perf ec t beca use yo ur opp onent ha 
gained control of ce111er court. 

Return of Serve 

C 

In Di agram C your oppo nent attempt s 

10 hit a erve and yo u elect 10 attack it and 
cut it off out of the air. Y ou are now in bet­
ter court positi on. your opponent is caught 
o ff guard and ha l i ttl e tim e to relocat e 
back int o goo d center co urt posi ti on to 
defend. 

In Di agram D yo ur opponent attempt 
to hi t a erve and yo u elect to let it bounce 
and yo u retreat back to hit it. W hen yo u 
move back . yo u wind up deep and out of 
positi on. Yo ur opponent can now relocate 
out of the serv ice box and get into good 
court posi tion Lo defend your return . 

D 

Yo u can see how eff ecti ve thi s hot 
can be because of the element of surp rise 
and the less reaction time it all ows yo ur 
opponent. Add thi to yo ur game, littl e by 
littl e. onl y aft er you've prac ti ced it. You 
should practi ce two dri ll s: 

I . Drop & hit (no bounce) 
2. Set-up & hit (no bounce) 
Don' t go crazy and attack everythin g 

and cut every thin g off . Genera ll y , if it i s 
chest high or higher, let i t bounce and drop 
into your hittin g zone or come off the back 
wall. Remember, your goal is to keep yo ur 
oppo nent off balance and deep. You also 
wan t Lo div ersi fy yo ur shots so that you 
don' t become predictable . By adding thi s 
shot to yo ur shot selection yo u become a 
mor e well -round ed threatenin g play er. 
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Co min8 Lo Bsllimore 

April 29- May 2, 1993 

The 1993 Diet Pepsi 
WPRA National 
Championship 

See the top wom en racquetball 
pro co mpete fo r over $15,000 

Amate ur Div isio ns Are Open 
For All Leve ls of P laye rs 

Fo r Mo re In fo rm ation Ca ll: 

Merritt Athletic Club­
Security 

(410) 298-87 00 

To Benefit the Ju ve ni le Diabete 
Fo undation 

Ha rbo r Sq ua re At hl e tic 
Club 

(Ed m o nds, WA) 
Hos ts the 

The TransCoastal 
G1·a1ul Nationals 

The Nat ional Championship 
of the 

TransCoas tal 
Internatio nal Racquetba ll 

Tour 

Ma y 12- 15, 1993 

TransCoastal 
~ 
Mortgage C orp 

A Winning Fonnula from a Winning Team 

June 3-5 , 1993 
Portland , Oregon 

CJ hr. d{l(.,[t,, om c,h c/f thfdic (! L'ut 

The TransCoastal 
Tournament of Champions 

The top ranked playe rs from 
the IRT batt le it out for the 

coveted title 

TransCoastal 
~ 
M o rtg a ge C orp 

-TIME~ 
Add It up. You'll gel more lur yuur mo11ey with the racquetball coaclung team. Fran Daris and Stu Hastings (U.S. Team Coaches). 
Tire TWO BEST HEADS ,1re together aga111. co11d11cli11g 3-day racquelball camps m your area 

FRI. 7:30PM-11 :00PM 
SAT. 9:00AM -6:00PM 
SUN. 8:30AM-1 :OOPM Plrysical and Mental Skills + Nutrition + Conditioning + Training Methods= Our Total Training Solution. 

011/v Fm11 illld S/11 h.1ve /he combi11ed World Cl,1ss /rai11i11g skills Iha/ you need A11d thats THE REAL PLUS! 

Jun. 11-13 Cincinn ati, OH Midtown Athletic Club Aug . 6-8 Wilmington, DE 
Jun. 18-20 Colma, CA What A Racquet Aug . 13-14 *Aurora, CO 

Jul. 16-18 
(San Francisco Area) 
Seattle, WA Olympic Athletic Club 

(Denver Area) 
Aug . 27-29 South Plainfield , NJ 

*Special 2 Day Price & Hours: 

Pike Creek Court Club 
Aurora Athletic Club 

Ricochet Health & Rae. Club 

$159, Friday 6pm ·11pm, Saturday 9am-4pm 

MAIL TO OR CONTACT : A H~ALTHY RACQUET , INC ,. 28 Ramsey Road, Mlddle aex, NJ 08846 (908) 560--0647 FAX (908) 469-2262 

Aflohaled w11h ADA. AARA and US Nation al Tea m Q~K>. 
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America's 

tlf)S'l 1 )\T 1lN'l1l~I) 
Racquetball 

A Strong Ceiling 
Game ... 

1) Forces yo ur opponent into back 

cou rt a nd affo rd s con tro l of ce nter 
court. 

2) Usua lly leaves you with a lot of 
offensive shot opportunitie s . 

3) Provides a vaJuabl e opt ion w hen 
you find yourself out of position or 
off balance. 

The Ceiling Game: 

The Forgotten Tool 
T he ce ilin g ball is probabl y one of 

the leas t liked but most effective tools in 
Racqu etball. Boring to watch and eve n 
mor e borin g to practi ce, it is of te n 
neg lected for the sake of more dramati c, 
more directly offensive weapon s. With 
the always-s hoot-to-kill mindset of today 's 
player, a strong cei ling ball is frequently 
missi ng or at leas t weak at all leve ls of 
play. 

While passes and p in ches have 
always ended rallie s with more pizazz, an 
effec tiv e ce ilin g ga me has bee n a vital 
tool for all the greats of the game. Char lie 
Brumfield, the dominant play e r of the 
I 970 's, utilized a truly great ce iling game. 
"Brum" used well-timed and well-pl aced 
shots to the ce ilin g as part of a brilli ant 
overall array of strategic play. 

In the 1980' s, Marty Hogan and Mike 
Yellen includ ed stron g ceilin g game s in 
arsena ls that allowed them to dominat e the 
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By Jack Newman 
pro fie ld. Because he is m os t of te n 
reme mb ered for hi s in novative power 
gan1e, Hogan' s ceiling balls of ten rece ived 
less cred it than they dese rved . Yellen ' s 
defensive game was legendary and is still 
effective aga inst the world 's best. 

Mike Ray and Andy Robens, the top 
players in the 1990's, effectively use the 
cei ling as we ll. Roberts exec utes ce iling 
balls as a smart change-up from his usual 
drives. Ray employ s decep tion as he can 
shoot a reliable ceiling ball from the sa me 
mov ement he uses for his pate nted over ­
head kills. 

A go od ce ilin g ball is so effec tiv e 
beca use it forces oppon ents into the back 
court and affor ds control of center co urt. 
Hav ing a better ceilin g ga me th an your 
opponent, will usually leave you with a lot 

of offensive shot opportunit ies. A reliable 
cei ling game provides a va luab le op tion 
when you find yourself out of position or 
off balance. 

My recent experience s again st Mike 
Yellen in pro play reminded me ju st how 
much diff e rence a str ong cei lin g ga me 
could make. J had the misfortune of run­
ning up agai nst Mike in back to back tour­
namen ts in February of this year, and so 
had to face one of the best cei ling games 
ever. First in Atlan ta at the YCI Pro Am, 
then in Pittsburgh at the Shop -N-Save Pro 
Am, Mik e used a smart game plan and 
consistent exec ution to claim the victories 
in five ga mes . With out a doubt , hi s 
tremendo us co nsis tency in th e ce ilin g 
game was a huge factor in his success. 

In both matches, Mike serve d me lobs 
and lob Z's to both sides of the court. I 
origina lly wen t to th e ce ilin g with my 
returns, soon finding that it was extreme ly 
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A Good Ceiling Shot 
To hit a good cei ling ball. as Mike Yellen does, begin by faci ng the side 
wall with yo ur racquet up . Use a st iff wrist to !lit the ball with the racquet 
face angled up . If you "s nap .. your wrist, you will sacrifice control and 
over hit. As with any sho t, let your body do the work. Rotate your shoul­
ders towar d the front wa ll by pivoting you r hips . Thi s movement gives 
you the power you need whe n sho oting for the cei ling . 

diffi cult to go ho t for hot to the ceiling 
with Mik e. I found my e lf lo ing mo st ra l­
lies ince he was able to go 10 the cei ling 
with authorit y. eve n from an off- ba lance 
stance. I beca me mo re and more aggres­
s ive out of the ga te, culli ng o ff Mik e ' 
erve , and play ing more dr ives to keep 

him eve n more off balance . Se n ing my 
diffi culty, he s ti ll flicked my hots up ro 
the ce iling. I wa s the one o ff balance s ince 
it see med I wa alway s forc ing shot s off 
good cei lin g ba lls. My ce ilings . on the 
orher hand , ee med to a lways ca tch s ide 
wa ll • kick ou t. a nd beco me se t-up s for 
Mike. As boring or routine as the ce iling 

ga me may see m, it is undeni ab le that to 
defeat Yellen toda y, my ce iling game must 
improve o I can find a way LO turn the sit­
uation into my advantage. 

Whil e ce iling balls lack the impact or 
drama of the usual rally ending shots, they 
are vita l to set up the itua tion nece ssa ry 
for effec tive pu t-aways. Sin ce a less -than­
perfect cei ling ball u ually turns into a se t 
up , many players shy away fro m it ea rly 
on. For the sa me reaso n. it is extrem ely 
import ant to perfect the ceili ng ball ear ly 
in your development , and to includ e it in 
you r reg ular pra ctice sess ions. 

UnderGlove 
The 100% Cotton Sock 

for your Hand 

• Exten ds glove and grip life 
• Pre ve nts the "Sq uish y" 

feeling 
• Always a SURE GRIP 
• SAVES YOU MONEY 
• Wear under any sport glove 

~ 
UnderGlove 

1916 Bryn Mawr N.E. 
Albuquerque, NM 87106 

(505) 266-446 l 

America's Most Wanted Racquetball Cam s 1993 

Andy Roberts Tim Sweeney Jack Newman Doug Ganim Ruben Gonzalez 

• Men, Women & Juniors of All Abilities (Beginner to Advanced). 
• One on One Instruction with the World's Best Playe~. 
• Videotape Analysis. • Hours: Sat.-Sun. 10am. - 4pm 
• Camps Limited so Sign-up in Advance! • Cost:$ 150 (Juniors$ 100) 
• Great for Instructors; Learn New Updated Teaching Techniques. 

~ :um Instructors ~ 12.im 
Minneapolis, MN May 1 - 2 Newman/Roberts Albuquerque, NM July 24 - 25 
Rich.land, WA May 10 - 11 Newman Canoga Park, CA July 31 - Aug. 1 
Sterling, VA June 12 -13 Newman/Gonzalez Billings, MT August 14 -15 

Instructors 
Newman/Roberts 
Newman/Gonzalez 
Newman/Roberts 

Atlanta, GA July 10 -11 Newman/Roberts Columbus, OH August 21- 22 Newman/Ganim 
Woodbridge, NJ July 17 -18 Newman/Gonzalez Lombard, IL August 28 - 29 Newman/Sweeney 

VISAORMASTERCARD welcomed. PHONE: 1-800-ROLLOUT 



Eatin8 for Performance 
A considerable amount of interesting 

research is starting to surface relating food 
and its inh erent nutr ients to 
ch e mi cal rea cti o ns in th e 
body. We know that we need 
carb o hydr ate for fue l and 
e ne rgy . fat fo r lo ng te rm 
rese r ves, and pro te in fo r 
build ing and repairing ce lls. 
But the resea rch goe a step 
further and sugges ts that our 
a ppetit es and food choices 
may relate to hormone leve ls 
and neuroc hemica l ac ti vi ty 
w ithin o ur bodi es. Bo dy 
chem istry may dictate what 
we cra ve and when. Learning 
to eat so that our co nsump­
tion is in line with our chemi­
cal system is the key to any 
g oa l whe th e r it b e bl oo d 
sugar regulation for the dia-

By Marcy Lynch 
Nutrition Editor 

betic, weig ht loss for the obese, or optima l 
performance for the athlete. 

Many of our habits today wreak havoc 
on neurochemica l balances: ove r consump­

tion of caffe ine, fat, suga r, 
or alco hol, kipp ing mea ls, 
overeati ng, a nd bei ng 
"slressed -out ... 

Chemica l imba lances 
may be respo n~ible for ou r 
fee ling irri tab le , depresse d, 
and take n to ex tremes. may 
lead LO dysf unct ional behav­
ior, even violence . 

So what do we eat and 
how do we tu ne in to our 
body chemi try? 

Ca rbo hydra tes tend to 
eleva te moo d. T hey have a 
ca lmin g effec t but can al o 
cause sleepiness and lack of 
a lert ness . Ca rb s s timula te 
the release of insuli n fro m 
th e pa nc reas whi c h then 

Action 
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lowe rs th e bloo d leve ls o f a ll th e amin o 
acids exce pt 1ry p1oph an. No rm ally 1ryp 10-
phan co mpetes with other amino ac ids for 
entry into th e bra in. W ithout com petitio n, 
lryptophan is ab le 10 enter the brain where 
it is co nverted to eroto nin. Seroto nin se nds 
messages to nerve ce lls and he lps to regu­
la1e slee p and appe 1ite, red uce irrit ability, 
and eleva te moo d . If yo u rememb er, tryplo­
phan was promoted as a cure for insom nia 
unti l it was rece n1ly taken o ff the market. 

Co ntra ry to carbo hydra te. protein and 
fiber-rich food s low down the ri e and fall 
of blood uga r ca u ed by carbo hydrates and 
ac tu a lly he lp s 1im ula1e o u r y te m s a nd 
make us mo re alc rl. 

Caffe ine and uga r are of ten u ed to 
reg u late mood and fatig ue level . The 
effect, however. is temporary and the sugar 
or caffe ine m ust be repea ted to mai ntai n 
the e ffect. Eliminat ing ugar and caffeine 
altoge ther ha bee n hown to make peo ple 
fee l belt e r wi lho ut e l tin g up 1he vicio us 
quick fix cyc le . 

Th e be I breakfast fro m a neu roc hemi ­
ca l standpo int invo lves ca rbo hydrate . We 
need them 10 k.ick start ou r b loo d sugar lev ­
e l afte r fa tin g a ll n ight. Si m ple carb s 

(sugary ce rea ls, pas tr ie s, etc.) do the job 
but ca use too se vere a rise in blood sugar 
followed by a se vere drop. Co mplex ca rbs 
(o ran ge j ui ce, wh eat toas t. wh o le grain 
ce rea ls) cause a more gradual increase in 
bloo d suga r. 

T he body s t a rt s 10 c ra ve pro t e in 
aro und lunchtim e and the need for it co n­
tinu es th rough dinn er. B0 1h lunch and din­
ner should co ntai n a sour ce of protein. 

In 1he late afte rnoo n our tas te for fat 
inc reases with inc reased ga lamin prod uc­
tio n. Ga lam in is a neuroc hcmical produced 
in the brai n which .. turn s on" our tas te for 
fat. This ca n be satisfie d w ith a lowfa t 
(ra ther than nonfat) snac k such as a home ­
made muffin or piece of banana bread. 

In te rms of performa nce, 1he bes t 
food to cat befo re a worko ut or a ma tch 
wo u ld re late to th e time of the day. A 
morn ing matc h wo uld be best prece ded by 
ca rb o hydr ates . An af terno o n or eve nin g 
matc h , base d o n the above in fo rm atio n, 
hou ld incl ude a co mbi natio n of prote in 

and co mplex car bohy dra tes. T his i con­
trary 10 the notion of "ca rbing-up" or ea t­
ing carbs for fue l befo re a ma tch. Car bo 
load in g is ac tuall y d o ne clay s befo re a 

competiti o n and in vo lve s ea tin g a high 
per centa ge of co mpl ex carb ohydrat es for 
sever a l d ays 10 load th e mu sc les with 
glycoge n. A plate of pas ta or bage l prio r to 
a ma tch is lik e ly 10 make you tir ed and 
s lugg ish. Th e pasta or bagel would be a 
better meal to have pos t-m atch (or in train ­
in g) in th e eve nin g 10 fee l re lax ed a nd 
read y Lo sleep . A pro lein sou rce along with 
a co mplex ca rbo hyd ra te w ill leave yo u 
feeli ng more awake and alert. Some exa m­
ples are: 

tun a or tu rkey and wheat bread or 
crackers 

lowfa t co llage cheese or yog urt an d 
fruit 

bea n sa lad (humus) on pita or tort illa 

Fat should be avoided since it takes 
more time to digest than prote in or ca rbo ­
hydrates and diges tion co uld interfere w ith 
perform ance. 

Th e sugges tio ns he re arc base d o n 
wh at I have lea rned thro ug h rea ding and 
perso nal ex perience. For bo th healt h and 
perfon n ance the regime n of choice I hig h 
complex carbo hydra tes . moderate protein. 
and low fat. 

PERFORMANCE RACQUET SPORTS 

RACQUETS 
EKTELON 

Eminence 240.00 
Strobe 164.55 
X'ner 144.95 
Slricin 122.05 
Desori 90.05 
Elanlra 67.65 
Opeima 47.55 

HEAD 
Colossus 3000 14 1.40 
Colossus 1000 59.80 
Laser Speed 3000 118.05 
laser Speed 1000 51.65 

PROKENNEX 
Asymmelric S/0 144.65 
Graph ASM 31 137.50 
Comp ASM 31 102.85 
Graph Presence 31 121.55 

Goliath 142.40 
Assaub Graphite 97.55 
Goliath Comp 85.45 

Mar ch/ A pri I I 993 

Informat ion 303-44 7-9795 

Toll Free Order# 1-800-358-2294 
•Op en M-F. 8 A.M . to 5 P.M. Mounta in Time •24 hour message cen ter 

BAGS EYEWEAR 
EKTELON EKTELON 

Toumamenl Bag 36.35 Regent 
Sport Courier 30.75 Legion 
ATS Express 25.15 Prism 
Cross Sport 22.95 Classic 
Racquelballer 16.80 Argus 
GLOVES lnlercep(or 

EKTELON Olympus 
Sensor 13.45 LEADER 

Performer 12.25 Opeivicw 
Enforcer 11.00 Dallas 
Classic 9.85 New Yoliler 
AU Pro 8.70 Abany 

NEUMANN WILSON 

Gladia!or 14.45 Malill 
Pro Duralack 14.10 Mall\111 
Duralack 12.50 Maril V 

CUSTOM RACOUETSTRtNGING AVAILABLE 

PERFORMANCE RACQUET SPORTS 
12651 Polo Place Broomfield, CO 80020 

Vos.'Mastetwd, COO CilSh a 08111\ed ctieclL S150 sl'ipp , COO odd $4.00 Prlot 

SHOES 
EKTELON 

9.55 Vohus 
12.75 Renegade 
15.95 Nirvana 
19.15 Centar 
21.05 F/C Trainer 3/4 
22.35 F/C Trainer 5/8 
2425 F/C Lady Trainer 

HEAD 
22.10 Radial 500 
20.90 GRIPS 
1720 Eklelon rutb!r grip 
16.05 Tad<iMac II pkg 

Tad<iMac II unpkg 
7.M GXGr~pkg 

1220 GXGr~u npkg 
18.75 ACCESSORIES 

The Worm 

Shod!bus1ers 
Wrisllacers 
STRINGS 
eall la Sh-19' avalablo 

,....,aJlnCOCI 

63.00 
59.00 
46.00 
40.00 
52.00 
43.00 
43.00 

41.50 

5.50 
5.10 
4.45 
4.20 
3.75 

2.95 
2.75 
2.50 
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Play Ball ... Finally! 
Af ter wh at seem s like fo rever , lots of admi nis trat ive chang es , lots of 

schedul e changes , and months of tra ining, the WP RA season is in full swing . 
T he 1993 tour is short , but strong wi th som e terrific c lubs for spec tator s and 
some inten se compe titors . 

The Penn pro series is a bonu s program for play ers who finjsh in the top 
eigh t of four of the five designated Penn sponsored WPRA Events. The five 
Penn eve nts inc lude: Philade lphia in February ; At lanta, Los Angeles, and 
Syracu se in March; and the WPRA Die t Pep si National s April 29 - May 2 . 

Penn Pro Series Rankings: 

1 Marci Drexler 
2 Mic helle Gould 
3 T Malia Bailey 
3 T Jacq ueline Parai so-Gib son 
4 T Lynne Cobu rn 
4 T Chris Evo n 
4 T Kaye Kuh feld 
4 T Mo lly O 'Brien 

Joi n the WPRA ! Support the wome n racq uetbalJ prof ess ionals with your 
membe rship . Vario us membe rship and spo nsor ship leve ls are avai lab le for 
compe titors, or the genera l public. Me mber ship package s begi n at on ly $ 15. 
Con tact La uren Sheprow at (305) . 

NOW AVAILABLE! NEW ONLY THE BEST . .. AT LESS 

Kl=-=~~ -•1nac ® 
RACQUET & SPORTSEYEWEAR RACQU ET BALL GRIPS 

♦ Virtually Indestructible ♦ No Distortion ♦ Wristlacers 
♦ Approved for Racquetball & Squash 
♦ Made in the USA ♦ Removable side shields 
♦ Come in a range of designer colors . 
♦ Replacement lenses available (amber or clear) 
♦ Will not distort color perception or vis ion 
♦ Available in prescription lenses 

♦ All Hex Strings 
♦ Sport Lavit Dry Grip 
♦ Ashaway Superkill II ♦ Strokemaxxer 
♦ Kleer Vu Anti -fogger 
♦ Spalding Rackets ♦ Court Rock Shirts 

♦ Less expensive ♦ GlovBonz ♦ Mike Ray Gloves 

Available at your Club or Pro 
Shop, Major Distributors or: NETWORK MARKETING 

205 Axton Ct., Roswell, GA 30076 
Phone: (404) 751-9463 
FAX : (404) 751-9469 
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''I Wa~ Framedl'' 
All the evidence is in on the racquets of the 1992-93 season 

Every February al the Super Show in 
Atlanta all the giants of the sports induslry 
meel to di spla y eve rything new for the 
new year. In general. the player s won't 
see all lhis great new stuff until at least 
Na1ionals in May, when the first new rac­
quels appear. In June the new lines will be 
avail able to 1he world. All this hype for 
the new stuff has mad e me wonder how 
many players saw a ll the great stuff that 
came out in 1992. 

1992 was a great year to be playing 
racquetball. Not only because the game is 
great fun and a healthy, compe titive sport, 
but also bec ause there were mor e new , 
tournament quality fram es announced in 
1992 than ever before. There were three 
companies that offered racquets for the top 
level !Ournament player for the first time; 
Estca, Tran sition Sport s and Wil so n. In 
addition, curr ent top producer s like E­
Forcc, Ekle lon . Hea d, Pro Kennex and 
Spa lding offered g reat new stick s with 
solid eng ineering behind them . 

In general. co mpetit ion racquets got 
light er, with more weight distributed 
toward the head. Lighter racquets produce 
less fatigue and players are less likely to be 
"hand-cuffed"' by the racquet when the ball 
comes right into their body during play . 
The increased head weight cause s Lhe rac­
quet 10 follow through and provides a 
strong . smool h stroke with less effort. If 
you think your cun-ent racquet may be lOO 

heavy for your game, pay attention to your 
back swing in the tie-breaker. particularly 
on your backhand. If the racquet is too 
heavy , fatigue will cause you to punch at 
the ball from waisL high instead of gelling 
the racquet we ll back and up before the 
stroke. If you are having fatigue prob­
lems, some of lhe new supcrlig ht rac­
quets could make a visible difference 
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By Lynn Balthazor 

in your game . 
Several of the manu faclurcrs (Estca. 

Wilson) began forming the racquet handle 
out of graphite like the head of the racquet. 
This elimina1ed the need for a foam or soft 
grip hand le and Lop cap and reduced the 
racquet' s overall weighl, and particularly 
the weight in the handle . This strat egy 
allowed a more head heavy balance with 
lower overall weight . However , a torsion 
tube of graphite cannot be shaved to shape 
like the o ld foam handles . So like the 
Ektelon cushion grip system, the new han­
dles must be selected with care to be the 
right size and shape for you . Dealers are 
gelli ng much more creative in suggesting 
new grips to adjust the fee l of unchange­
ab le hand les. The Ektelon. Gexco, 
TackiMac and Unique grips a.II give a very 
different feel and size to the handle. They 
are also differ ent weight s and can affect 
the ba lance of the new superligh t frames . 
Accordingly, the 
righ t grip should 
be selected with 
ca re . The 
Ek telon and 
Unique are 

lightest and thinne st, followed by Gexco, 
then TackiMac, th e thicke s t and most 
cu shione d. The best way to get an 
overview of the racquet market is to look 
at each company in alphabetica l order . 

E-Forcc 
E-Force renamed popular the top-of­

the-line (formerly in its second incarnation 
as "the Answer"') again to the Terminator. 
The Signature was renamed the Predator 
and given new colors and graphics, but afi­
cionados of the se frames will be glad to 
know that these models are still in line. 

E-Force also announced a new inter­
mediate racquet called the Stealth. Late in 
the year E-Force announced two new high 
performanc e racquets, the Weapon and the 
Real Deal. The word on the weapon is that 
it has been welcomed wannly by that seg­
ment of the playing public that was already 
generating high ball speeds. Also joining 
the line were two new low end frames. the 
Flame. and the Ph:mtom. creating a wider 
variety of frames than has been availab le 
from the Honolulu based company to date. 
The se Lwo also mark a new direction by 

being the first aluminum frames 
offered by E Force. 

E-Forcc was the first of 
the current companies to go to 

the supcrlighL conct:pl. The cffecl 
on power shols and the decreased 

fatigue indicate that it is an idea we 
will see more of. Company 

spokes man, Egan Inoue, has been hav­
ing considerable success with the con­

cept. The E-Forcc rncqucts are well bal­
anced and always worth a try. 

E-Force Weapon 
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Ektelon 
Ektelon kept its successful Strobe in 

line , but did introduce seve ral new frames 
including a new top-of-th e- line model 
above the Strob e called I.he Eminence. The 
Eminence pushed the racquetball racqu et 
price limits with a sugges ted list of $300 . 
IL is 21 inche s in len gth . with two more 
square inch es of string area (97 as com­
pared to 95) than the Strob e and the previ­
ous Mirada . At 240 grams, it is weighted 
and balanced li°ke the Str obe. The torsion 
tube construction ha s been fill ed , giving 
I.he Eminence a so lid core of Kevlar 49. to 
reduc e breakage and dampen vibr ation. 
Th e ex tra racquet area of the Eminence 
e ncroac hed slightly on the c ushion grip 
handle , and if yo u examin e the top of the 
handle. you will see the cu t outs to accom­
modate the new racquet area . 

In the pro stops. parti cu­
larly the men·s, most of 
th e p ro s ha ve 
staye d with 
th e Strobe 
rather th an 
swit ching to th e 
E minen ce . The 
Strobe was designed 
for expert player s and 
is very goo d for pro 
player s . II has a very 
concentrated "sweet spot ". 
that is a small , but ve ry 
potent hittin g area. For pros 
who play every day and ha ve 
very consistent strokes and ca n 
hit with th e "sweet spot '' every 
time. the Strob e gave the feeling of 
an int ense return of e ner gy . Jn 
incre as in g the s trin g a rea in th e 
Eminence, Ektelon increase d I.he ize of 
the "swee t spot" but also dilut ed Lhe poten­
cy, or at leas t the feeling of power. For the 
average club play e r , who play s two or 
three times a week and never, ever prac ­
tic es . tryin g to hit the swe et spo t on the 
Strob e could be the neve r-e ndin g quest. 
Th e higher percentage of times that he/she 
would hit I.he swee t spot on I.he Eminence 
would make up for a slight dilution in the 
feel. Therefo re, despite I.he price point, the 
Eminence is prob ably a better choice for 
the Jess consistent play er, although it is still 
aimed for the "Expert" leve l. The tennis 
industry has said for years that there should 
be different racquets for the pro and the 
club level players. Racqu etball has never 
publi c ly embraced this co nce pt. The 
Eminence may be the first racquet that dra-
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maticaJly point s out this dichotom y. 
Also in the Ektelon line is the Xiter 

made popular in 1991 . The Xiter is the 
same surfa ce area and length as the Strobe, 
but five grams heavier. Next in line is the 
Strion and Desori. Both are 245 gra ms and 
offe r 92 square inche s of string area, but 
the Desori is shorter at 20 inches . 

For players who prefer mid size rac­
quets, Ektelon offers a full range of rac­
quets de sc rib ed as "M id -P lu s" that 
range from 80 10 87 square inch-
es of string area. No othe r 
compa ny has as wide 
an offe rin g in 
sma ll e r 

Ektelon Eminence 

fr a mes . In fact , few ar e offeri ng any 
"mi ds" at all. The top-of-the -line mid in 
I 992 was th e Ari s, which is th e sa me 
shape, feel and string pattern as the previ ­
ous Nemesis . Also for tourn amen t leve l 
play is the Tetra, two square inches larger 
than the Aris. In all, Ektelon's 1992 line­
up included 17 fram es, so they should have 
an offering for every game sty le and price 
point. 

All of the top Ektelon racquets come 
with I.he Cushion Respon se System handle, 
which is a thermopla stic handl e that pro ­
vides a cushion ed feel and vibration damp­
ening. 

Estca 
Esten Racq uetba ll is a divi sio n of 

Sport stec h of Red mond , W ashin gto n, a 
compan y crea ted by Jack son Tse in 1984. 
Sp o rt s tech mark e ts Estca racquetball , 
sq uas h an d badminton racquets and 
Amerpro and Est usa tenn is ra cq ue ts. 
J immy Connor s is among the top tenn is 
names playing with Amerpro frames . 

Spo rt tech has racquetball , squash and 
badmint on frame s . In th e squas h line , 

Jahangir Khan , ten -time World Squash 
champio n is their flagship player. When 

Spo rts tec h decided to introduce rac ­
que tball frame s, they signed pro Dan 

Obrem ski as thei r top player . 
Spo rtstec h ' s policy ha bee n to 

promote their pro staff player s 
along wi th the prod ucts they 

endorse. They are using Dan 
as a foca l point in their rac­

qu etba ll product market ­
ing wi th hi photograph 

on po s te rs a nd th e 
ste nc il card on eac h 

racquet. It look s 
g reat. and any ­

thing that pro -
_,; motes racquet -

ball or enhances 
the image of racquet ­

ball players is grea t by me. 
The top -of - th e - lin e from 

Sport s tech is the Dan Obr emski Pro 
Issue. It is an oversiz e wi th l 08 squar e 
inche s of hittin g area and an ult ra stiff , 
high modulu s grap hite / boro n frame in a 
tear drop shape. 1t follows the indu stry in 
being li ght at 2 35 gram s . It a lso has 
Kinetic Stabi lizers (bump s to the uninitiat­
ed) wh ich, acco rdin g to the manufacturer , 
are extra wrap s of graphi te at stra tegic 
stress points along the frame. The Kinetic 
Stabilizer are added to en hance the rac­
quet' s durability and s ti ffne ss and 10 

improve Lhe racquet' s balance. As I under­
stand it, the wing shape of a racquet frame 
cross sec tion causes the frame to tend to 
ri se w hen yo u swi ng it. T he Kinetic 
Stabiliz ers break up the wing shape and 
ca use th e racquet to swi ng smoo th an d 
leve l. When J tried it, I hit flatter than ever 
before, so maybe it works . Or maybe I am 
very suscep tible 10 marketing hype. In any 
case, if you can find a demo anywhere , this 
is definitely worth trying. 

Also in the innova tive design category 
is the WB Pirotech , from r2 (pie r square) . 
In the thro at area of the racq uet, the cros s 
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Estca Dan Obremski 
Signature 

sec tion of the 
racquet is ro un d . 
Totally ro und . Es tu sa 
has also used the round body 
con cep t in tenni s. Round i an 
inh erentl y stable shape . Maki ng the 
thr oat area round make s the throat very 
solid and sta ble . and give the racquet a 
fee l of incr edible c ontro l. IL definitely 
looks diffe re nt than what yo u have seen 
before, but it is an interes ting and playable 
concept. 

Also worth mentionin g from Estca is 
their intermediate Quadrapower . Its ug­
gested price is $ 100 . [n a price/perfor­
mance comparison, it is one of the best rac­
quet s available . If you are looki ng for a 
lower piiced frame that still provide s good 
performan ce. check into this one. 

Head 
He ad kept the sup e r-ov e r iz ed 

Colo ssus in line, with the Co lossu 3000 
being the top-of- the- line. They also intro­
du ce d th e s lightly sma lle r LascrSpee d 
series. The LaserSpeed is an •'inside trace' ' 
of the Colossus. that is. the ou tside of the 
LaserSpeed is the sa me size and shape as 
the inside of the Co lossus. Head also rein­
forced the throat of the LaserSpeed LO pro­
vide mo re co ntr o l. While anyo ne could 
gene rate pow er with the Colo ss us. som e 
people cou ld not control the ball off the 
Colo s sus . With it tiff e r throat , th e 
La se rSp eed is a mor e pre c ise weapon . 
The re are two LaserSpeed mode l , the high 
end 3000 and intermediate 1000. AL 245 
gram s, these racq uet s are traditional in 
weight and balance . If you like the power 
potential of the Coloss us. but would like a 
little more precision, try the LaserSpeed . 
If pure power and a huge. ha rd to mi ss 
sweet spo t is your style , the Co lossus 2000 
is very close in performance to the 3000 at 
a much lower price point. 

The s trin g pattern in th e 199 1 
Colossus was very open at the head which 
resulted in breakage from mis-hits off the 
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tip of the rac­
quet. In the 1992 

Colossus and 
Lase rSpced an addi­

tional top cross ha s 
been added to eliminate 

thi s probl em. If you are 
havin g breakage problem s 

with an old Colo ssus, your 
stringer can change the racquet 

to the new string pattern by using 
the o ld tie-o ff hole at the head as a 

shared hole for the new top cross. In 
orde r to mak e this work. the stringer 

must enlarge the hole immediately to the 
right or left of the tie-off hole to use as the 

new tie-off . Contact Head Sports or your 
local USRSA ce rtifi ed stri nger for mor e 
information . 

If you are looking for an aluminum 
frame. the Head Blitz with I 08 square inch­
es of surface area and a price und er $50 
should be considered. 

Marty Hogan Racquetball Division 
Pro Kcnncx 

Pro Ke nn ex had an exciti ng ye ar , 
introducing their fi rs t sup er oversize 
frame s. Pro Kennex has long had a reputa­
ti o n as a mak e r of so lid , dependable 
frames, with exce llent wa rranty policie s. 
and good engineering , but they have neve r 
before offere d a big oversize frame for the 
raw power that the huge string areas offer. 
Pro Kennex now has three frames with 110 
square inch st-ring area , the top -of-the- line 
Asymmetric SO , and the standard wid e­
body Ovation SO and Extreme SO. (If you 
have n' t gue s ed already SO is super over­
s ize) . The Graphite ASM 3 1 a nd 
Compo s ite ASM 3 1 from 1991 are 
till in-line. ff you really have not 

been paying atte ntion , you may 
ha ve mis ed the whole asy m­
me tri c de s ign. F ir st intro­
d uce d in the ASM 3 1. the 
a sy mm e tri c des ig n fea­
ture opposite taper s on 
th e op pos ite si des of 
the frame. (Sec draw­
in g) . According to th e 
manufacturer, the purpose of the 
asymmetric desig n is to stabilize the 
racqu et upon ball contact, as eac h arc of 
the fram e responds at a frequency that can­
ce ls out its opposite. The design should 
pr even t the racqu e t from "torqueing" in 
your hand and gives it a very solid feel. 

The Asymm etric SO is a superlight, 
head heav y frame at 215 grams. As with 

all of Pro Kenncx 's offerings, it is a well­
designed . solid racquet and worth a look 
and a test drive . The racquet's gun metal 
gray finish did not appeal to me , but every 
guy who saw it was instantly enamored. 
They thought it looked like a "serious 
weapon" or a "se riou s rool". If you like 
the flashier look s, the Ovation SO and the 
Extreme SO have a rainbow of colors in 
thei r frames . If I were picking a racquet 
ju st by it s appearance . the Extreme SO 
would be my choice . 

Richcraft 
Richcraft was sold by FT'M Sports of 

Miami. Florida 10 Harold Enquist of Boise. 
Idaho in late 1991. The previo us Richcraft 
line was very competitive and the sponsor ­
ship pro gra m was awesome, particularly 
for junior s . Mr. Enquist has spe nt 1992 
promoting the sport of racq uetb all with the 
new Richcraft spo nso ring mor e than 20 
amateur tourn ament s and thr ee Pro Am 
eve nt s . each with mo re than $ 1000 in 
prizc money. Richcraft was also respor.~i­
ble for the National leve l Pro Am held :n 
Las Vegas in March with $25,000 in cash 
and prize s. In June. after sig nin g Bret 
Ha rn e tt to th e ir pro s taff , Ri c hcra ft 
announced a new top-of- rhe- lifc racquet 
called the Rebe l, de igned for Bret' s spec­
tacular style of play. Th e Rebel has 104 

square inches of str ing area, and is 
o ne of th e new ge neration of 

lighter frames at 225 gra ms. 
It is offered in 21 and 

22 in ch length s. 
While the 22 

Pro Kcnncx 
Marty Hogan ASM 31 
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inch 
ve r s i o n 

is an advan­
tage in pro play 

and lots of fun in club 
play . it is ill ega l in mos t 

AARA sa nc t ioned eve nt s . 
Playe rs who plan to compete should 

select the 21 inch ver si on. Ri chc raf t 
also offered two other tourn ament caliber 
racquets. the Epic TE, and the Pulsar. Th e 
Epic is the I 99 I top-of- the- line wi th a new 
paint job . in shjny, gliu ery black to rep lace 
the previou s matte bla ck which scuff ed 
easi ly. Th e Pul s ar is described as a 
SuperMid and is one o f the very few cho ic­
es for tournament leve l playe rs who prefer 
smaller frame s. Con trary to the rum ors 
that sprung up durin g the tran sfer of ow n­
ershjp , Ricb craft offers a one year warr anty 
on each of these frames. 

Richcraft' s curren t line-up of play ers 
includ es: Bret Harnell, Vin ce Kelly. John 
Mack, Craig "Cl ubb er' ' Lane . and Ta mmy 
Brockbank. Rkh cra ft is workfog on co n­
tinuing and enh anci ng thi s spon so rship 
program. As with the o ld Richc raft there 
will be specia l emphasi s on junjor s. Mr. 
Enqui s t wo uld like to e nco urage any 
junior s who believe they could be national­
ly competitive to contact him at (208) 344-
4773. 

Spalding 
Spalding shook up th e racq uetball 

industry in 199? when they re lease d a high 
performance racquet ca lled the Assa ult 
with a sugges ted list of on ly $ 159.95 with 
good perform ance and a two year warran­
ty. The high "bang for the buck'. and an 
act ive sponsorship program aime d at ama ­
teur and pro s ju st breaking into the ranks 
guaranteed Spalding popularity. In 1992 
the grap hite and compos ite versions of the 
Assault continu ed the ir appeal. The small­
er and more precise Exac-Tech wa, discon­
tinued. a victim of the appeal of the raw 
pow er available in super-overs ize frames. 

Spalding a lso led the indu stry into the 
ove r length frames, offe ring the Assault in 
a 2 In inch length. and lead ing the AARA 
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Spalding Assault 

int o a tw o yea r tri al of longe r 
racquet s for a ll but re g ional 

and national eve nts. Now that the 
tri a l peri od has ex pired, the Assa ult s 

a re offe red in b o th 2 1 and 2 1 n inc h 
lengths. Anyone plannin g on playin g in 
tou rnaments should be sure to spec ify the 
2 1 inch lengt h be cause racquets over 2 1 
inches are not legal in AARA sponso red 
tournaments . 

New in I 992 was the Go liath in both 
gra phit e and co m posite ve r io ns. The 
Go liath is e long a ted qu adraform sha pe 
with a superov ersize I I 3 square inches of 
s trin g sur face . It wa s de sign ed for top ­
rank ed pro Mike Ray . He showcased the 
racquet brilliantly th rougho ut the year. 
TI1e Goliath is avai lable in a 217/8 length , 
which is an advan tage in pro pla y, or 21 
inch for AARA tournament play e rs. 
Spaldin g uses a s up er shock absorbi ng 
material known as Se nsath ane in the han­
dles o f the Go liaths and Assa ults. 

If you are lookjng fo r an alumin um 
racq uet, for example, to bang around out­
door s. the Sp alding Power Assa ult offers 
exce ption power and fee l for an a lum inum 
frame and is pric ed aro und $45 . 

Tran sition 
Transition Sport s wa s a new entry in 

the racqu etball market in 1992, and co n­
cen trated only o n racque tball. Like E­
Force and Wil son, Tran sition beli eves in 
light racq uets w ith he ad weight. The 
Ph ase II was introdu ce d by pro Dav e 
John son and given a fine show case a t 
1992 pro even ts. The Pha se II is one o f 
the lightest racq uets ava ilab le at only 205 
grams. It is a tea rdrop shaped with a 
den se strin g patt e rn , and co mes strun g 
with J 7 gauge string for highe r perfor ­
man ce. Tran siti on also offer s the 
Phase I with a yoked th roat at 
210 gra m . The Phase I is 
also offe red in an ultra 
ligh t version at an 
incredible I 95 
grams. the 
li g ht-

es t produ ction racquet currently ava.ilable . 
The latest in the Transition Sport s line 

is the Bad Influ ence , cham pioned by top­
ranked pro Cliff Swain . Th e racquet is all 
black and comes with 17 gauge string, also 
in black . Th e racquet comes unst rung but 
does includ e a $ I O rebate toward stringing, 
allow ing each player to customjze the fee l 
of th e racquet to th e ir parti c ul ar game. 
With the overs iz e a nd s uperove rsize 
fr ames and den se s trin g paltern s, th e 
str ings can prov ide an incredib le variety of 
fee ls. If you think abou t it, it is obvious 
that the string and tens ion that wou ld play 
we ll and las t for a male pro player hittin g 
the bal l in the 160 ' s wo uld not play well 
for exa mpl e, for a lady in the club ' s B 
league. More manufacturer s are con sider­
ing thi s inn ovat ion . The Bad Influ e nce 
comes with a synth etic, wrap gri p but also 
in cludes a package d T ackiMac grip, in 
bla ck of co ur se, for p layers who prefer 
rubb er grips. T he rac que t cove r is a full 
ba g that ho lds up to five racquet s a nd 
includes a shou lder s trap and wet pocke t. 
C liff Swain has had incr edible success 
with thls racqu et winnin g four of the firs t 
five stops since he picked up the frame . 
The Bad Influence is designed for the A to 
Open playe r. 

Transitio n a lso offers a line of acces ­
sories including sweatshirt s and pant s. T­
shirts and co llared hirts. short s, and jack­
ets a long with bags and hat s wi th hot col­
ors and stri king gra phics. Tran si t.ion· s slo­
gan is "Looks Can Kill" and the ir prod ucts 
show the a1ten1ion 10 appe ara nce . 

Wilson 
Wil son has been making lots and lots 

of racq uet ball frames for a 
numb er of yea rs. but they 

have traditionally been 
the low -e nd, inexpe n­

sive frame s, the ki nd 
you wou ld find in 

disco unt depart­
ment s tor es. 

In 1992, 

Transition 
Ilad Influ ence 
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RACQUET SPECS 

Name Head Size 
(Sq. In.) 

E-Force (808) 845-9990 
Termin ator 100 
Predator 94 
Stealth 90 

Ektelon (6 19) 560-0066 
Eminence 97 
Strobe 95 
Xiter 95 
Strion 92 
Desori 92 
Aris (mid) 85 
Tetra (mid) 87 

Estca (206) 88 1-8989 
Dan Obremski I 08 
WB Pirotech 111 
Quadratech I 08 
Quadrapower I 08 
TKO 2 107 

Head (303) 530-2 000 
Colossu 3000 I 15 
La erS peed 3000 I 08 
Colossu 2000 I 15 
Colo sus 1000 115 
LaserSpeed 1000 108 
Blitz 108 

Mate rial 

Carbon Graphi te 
Graphite 
Graphite / Fiberglass 

Graphite/ Kevlar 
Graphi te / Kevlar 
Graphite / Kevlar 
Graphite/ Kevlar 
Grap hite / Fiberglass 
Graph ite/ Kevlar 
Graphit e 

Graphit e / Boron 
Graphi te / Ceramic 
Graphite 
Gra phite 
Alumj num 

Graphit e 
Graphi te 
Graphite / Fiberglass 
Graphite / Fiberglass 
Graphite / Fiberglass 
Alu minum 

Pro Kennex (Marty Hoga n) (6 19) 27 1-8390 
Asymmetric SO I IO Grap hite 
Graphite ASM 3 1 94 Graphite 
Comp ASM 3 1 94 Graphite/F iberg las 
Ovation SO I IO Grap hite/Fiberglass 
Extreme SO I IO Gra phite/Fiberglass 

Richcraft (208) 344-4 773 
Rebel 104 
Epic TE 104 
Pulsar 95 

Spa lding ( 4 13) 536-1200 
Goliath Graph. I 08 
Assault Grap h. I 03 
Goliath Comp. 108 
Power Assault I 03 

Graph ite 
Graphi te 
Graphite 

Graphi te 
Grap hite 
Graphite Comp . 
A luminum 

Transition Spor ts (614) 457-4076 
Bad Influence I 02 Graphite 
Phase 11 I 03 Grap hite 
Phase I I 03 Grap hite 
Phase I Ultra Lite I 03 Grap hite 
Victo ry l 04 Aluminu m 

Wilson 
Hammer 2.7 
Hammer 4.0 
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100 
l0 0 

Grap hite / co mp. 
Grap hite / co mp. 

Weight 

2 l5-225g 
215-225g 
220-230g 

240g 
240g 
245g 
245g 
245g 
245g 
245g 

235g 
240g 
220g 
225g 
230g 

245g 
245g 
245g 
245g 
245g 
245g 

2 15-220g 
2 15-22 0g 
2 l5-220g 
2 15-220g 
2 15-220g 

225g 
225-230g 
225-230g 

230g 
230-240g 

235g 

205g 
205g 
2 10g 
195g 
245g 

2 10g 
2 10g 

Retail 

$ 189 -$ 2 19. 
$ 150 - $ 165. 

$89 - $99 . 

$300 . 
$250 . 
$220 . 
$ 185. 
$ 135. 
$200. 
$100 . 

$200 . 
$ 160. 
$ 130. 
$ 100. 

$35 . 

$259 .95 
$ 199.95 
$ 159.95 

$99 .95 
$89.95 
$49.95 

$224 .99 
£ 199.00 
$ 149 .99 
$ 133.99 
$ 129.99 

$250 . 
$200 . 
$ 180. 

$250 . 
$ 190. 
$ 140. 

$45 . 

$249. 
$205 . 

$ 175 .-$ 185. 
$175 .-$185. 

$39. 

$ 190. 
$156 . 

Wil son targeted the high-end of racquet 
frames, and came up with a winner. Pojen 
Cheng led Wilson's deve lopment team in 
almost two years of research and develop­
me nt rega rd ing th e app li cation o f th e 
Hammer theory that had been success ful in 
tenn is to racq uetball . At 2 10 gra ms. the 
Hammer is superlig ht, with the majority of 
the weight in the head of the racquet , like a 
hammer. The low overall weight of the 
racquet reduces fatigue and quickens reac­
tion to the ball. while the head heavy bal­
ance gives powe r to the impact with the 
ba ll and prod uce s a s moot h fo ll ow 
through. In the Hammer 2 .7 and 4.0 rac­
quetball frames. Wilson has the stunner of 
the year. 

In their first year in a new market , the 
Wilson racqu etba ll frame s received little 
notice in many racquet sales locatio ns. I 
would like to encourage you to check out 
the new frames. both because the frame s 
are well done and may suit your game . and 
because it is good to see new blood in the 
comp etition racquetba ll racquet market. 

gexco 
GX Grip 

14 Colors Available 

Wrist Lacer 
E-Force 

Carson Glove 
Made in the U.S.A 

'3 . ,, 
b J 

' ' .. 

Many More Accessories 
Dealers only 

1-800-829-8222 
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The Future is Now 
ln its second year of compe tition, the U.S Junior National Team has become a group of first cla ss 

ambas sador s to the international sports world for the U.S. Now under the guid ence of former touring pro­
fess ioal Jerry Hilecher , the team has a summer schedu le that incl ude s s top s in Germany, Holland , 
Belgium , Pari s , Barcelona, London , and Ireland . 

Hilecher ' s influence both on and off the court is evident in both the level of play of the group , and in 
the positive attitude and focus of each individual. You ' ll remember Hi lecher for his success as a pro play­
er in the late 1970' s and early 1980 's, for h.is intense court rivalry with Many Hogan, and for his work as 
the former leader of the profes sional associ ation . 

In additi on to the international ben efits of the tea m, the effort marks a mov~ toward involving youth 
as part of an overall effort by the AARA to encourage greater partic ipation at all levels . Youth prog rams 
such as training camp s, the High School Racqu etball pro gram , and others, he lp assure a continu ed inter es t 
and influx of player s for the game. 

Clockwise, from left: Andy Yambre k ; Elkova Icenogle with lunch ; Coac h Hart Johnson with a pep 
talk for Craig Rappaport; Vanessa Tulao and Sha ne Wood during a break; The team , Coac h Hart 
Johnson, Allan Engel, Jenny Myer, Brett Parker , Shane Wood , Andy Yambrek, James Mulcock , 
Coach Jerry Hilecher, Jason Mannino , Amy Crocker, Craig Rappaport , Rac hel Ge lman , Let isha 
Busse! , Vanessa Tulao, Su dsy Mo nchick , Elkova Icenogle and Andrea Buegen (Shan non Fuller isn't 
pictured). 
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Quick!! Before they all 
get away!! 

If you mis ed the firs t co lorfu l issues of KILLSHOT yo u can still get se lec ted back issues. 
Issues # 1, #2, and #3 are already co mpl etely go ne and only a limited numb er still remain s of 
is ues #4, #5, #6 , #7 , and #8 . Don ' t delay . Just fill out the coupon be low and ma il it with 
yo ur check . O"\J'{ 

# I Premi~~ · (~ g 91) (Ray ) 

#2 Nationa ~\)&)~ ept Sl~ (Gilman ) 
so o"\) 

#3 October 9$Qj\~ n) 

nament coverage. 
availab le $4.0 0 

Limited number s till 

#7 Nov/Dec 92. (Kacht ik) Drew Kac htik 
profil e, Hol id ay Buyin g g ui de, VCI 
sp readsheet, in s tru c tion and tournament 
coverage . Limited numb er s till availa ble 
$4 .00 

#8 Jan/Feb 93 . (Gonzalez) Ruben Gonzalez 
profile, rac qu e tball o n the road. tennis 
e lbow , Gregg Peck's Basics, instruction 
and tou rname nt coverage. Limited number 
still available $4.00 

KILLSHOT Back Issues 
P.O . Box 8036 

Padu ca h KY 42002-8036 

#4 November/December 9 1. (Ada m s) 
Lynn Adam profile. Egan I noue inter­
view , Holiday Buy ing guide, SMSU rac ­
quetball, in truction and tourn ame nt cover­
age. Limited numb er ti ll ava ilab le . $5. 00 Please se nd the fo llow ing bac k issue s of KILLSHOT . I ha ve encl osed a check or 

money orde r. Enclo sed $ ____ _ 
#5 Jan/Mar 92 . ( Rob erts) Malia Bai ley 
int e rvi ew, photographing racque tba ll , 
equipmen t of th e pros , Bri a n Hawke 
Gallery, instruction and tournamen t cove r­
age . Limited number ti ll ava ilab le $5 .00 

_ #4 £5 .00 _ #5 $5.0 0 _#6 $4.00 _#7 $4.00 _#8 $4.00 

Name. _ ________________ _ __ _____ _ 

#6 Sept/Oc t 92. (Ye llen) New for mat. Tim 
Sweeney interview , eva luating a tri ng j ob, 
Mike Yellen profile. instruc tion and tour -

Address _________ _ __ __ _ _________ _ 
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C ity _ __ _ ____ _ _ __ _ Sta te ___ Zip ______ _ _ 

Large Chann ..... ..... ................. $52 
w/Gold Ball ......................... $67 
w/Diamond .... .................... $ 112 

Small Chann ........................... $39 
w/Gold Dall ........... ....... ...... . $55 
w/Diamond ............ .............. $9 1 

Lightweight Chains ........... $2/in ch 
Heavyweighl Chai ns .... ..... $4/i nch 

1-800-7 <>2-..J<>53 

ORDER TODAY 1-800-762-4653 
Court Rat T-Shirt ................. $12.95 

(White) 
AARA Sweatshirt ................ $19.95 

(Whi te) 
Kill It T-Shirt ..... ....... ............ $12 .95 

(White) 
Canton Fleece ...... ........... ..... $28.95 
(Neon Pink, Lime 
or Yellow) 

Hot Shot T-Shirt ................... $12 .95 
(White or Black) 

Racquetball Tie ..................... $15 .00 
(Maroon or Navy) 

Hogan Video ..... ...... ........ .... ... S 19 .95 
Racquetball Bracelet ...... .... $299 .00 

w/Diamonds ..... .................. $600.00 
Racquetball Earrings ....... .... $89 .00 
Racquetbball Pinky Ring ..... $72 .00 

Regular UPS $3.50, 2nd Day Air $6.00 

Guarante ed Holiday Delivery 
Mllil Check and Money Onlcn 10: 

FIRST COAST PROMOTIONS 
1760 Shadowood Lane, #4 lOA 
~ Jacksonville, A., 32207 IIWJ!JII 
~ Fax (904) 396-6936 ._ 
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Egan Inoue 
Two-Time 

World Champion 

6lyle1003 

WAQM-UP~ 
AQE liEQE!!!! 

$100 
for all 

E•FORCE 

6lyle 1000 

8lyle1004 

These top quality E-FORCE warm-up suits are available in sizes S,M,L,XL, and in a choice of jade, purple or cranberry (not shown). All jacket 
styles include matching black warm-up pants. Black E-FORCE shorts also available for $12.95 with each warm-up purchase . 
For those of you that have purchased an E-FORCE racquet within· the past year and have registered your warranty, we offer 
our warm-ups for just $100!!! The price for all others is $149. (Please add $3 .95 for shipping and handling .) 

BY PHONE: 
Please Call (714) 694-8454 and have 

your Visa or MIC ready. 

BY MAIL: 
Please send in your check or money order for full amount 
indicating style#, color and size to: E-FORCE INT'L APPAREL 

P.O. Box 890576 
Temecula, CA 92589 
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superovers ize 

racquets 

for uncanny 

maneuverabihtv th A r, e 
symmetric S/ 0 

is a stick of 

Triple-X dy . . nam1te 
with 110 sq . . in . 

of blasting are a. 

Every serve lets you 

an instant w· set up . 
with h m t e zero vibes 

and laser ac:curac 
of FlexLo · ™ y . g1c - plus the 

white -hot p ower 

mo ulus of ultra high d 

graphite 
If your O • pponent survives 

the earthquake 

and the court 

is still standing 

you can finish off th , e game 

with racquet coverage 

that se 

b 

ems practically 

oundless _ 1 a ong with 

racquet handling that' 
precise s so ' you can just about 

pick the lint out 

of a flea's belly button 
The ASM S/0. . 

ick for the The Big Sf 

A Division 

of Pro K'Bnnex 

9606 Kearny 

Villa Road 

San Diego, 

CA 92126 




