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RACQUETBALL TODAY

Publishers Note:

As an almost always “B” player, sometimes
“c”, and almost never “A” player, it is very
discouraging to travel. around the country and
find athe same disparaging remarks everywhere.
In Chicago, for example, | play a low “B” game.
In Miami ’m almost an “A” player, and in St.
Louis a despondent “C”. Something in the air,
you say! Not hardly.

The problem is that most geographic regions,
having started their growth of Racquetball
at varying times and at varying degrees of
proficiency, have developed players that have
classified themselves as beginner, intermediate,
and advanced without the benefit of universal
ranking systems and relativity to one another. In
other words, if | beat you easily, and you’re a “C”
player, then | must be a “B"” player. Sound
familiar? ;

Unfortunately, geographic boundaries are
sometimes not limited to the out of State variety.
At Wimbledon, USA, in Palos Heights, | play as
almost an “A” player, but at Glass Courts, in
Lombard, I'm a “B”. The question then arises --
Are you a “B” club player or a “B” tournament
player? The answer? — Enjoy the game, it's
designed that way! If you’re a tournament player,
| assure you the Referee or Chairman of every
tournament is watching you to see you're
classed where you should be. At least he'll tell
you if you've downgraded. Tough luck if you play
up to the next division. ;

Those of us that are club players will plug
along as “A”, “B”, or “C"” players depending on
our location until one splendid afternoon we walk
onto the courts with a universal rating or
handicap system that serves to make all of our

games more compatible.

Rick Coyne
Publisher
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FIRE [Females In Racq-
uetball Everywhere] is
really starting to move on
the racquetball courts.
FIRE is coming on strong
in the beginning of the
78/19 season and judging
from player participation
in area leagues, ladders
and tournaments FIRE is
opting for a larger piece of
the racquetball pie.

For example, the Mort-
on Grove Park District
Courts has Monday morn-
ing merchants league that
boasts 45 women players.
Remember when Monday
A.M. was wash time?

The area traveling
teams have begun play and
these FIRE players are
really into racquetball all
the way. The traveling
teams are one area of
competition where FIRE
plays not just for herself,
and as Lucia writes in her
At Your Service column,
traveling teams can be the
beginning of true friend-
ship for some FIREpower
- players. The Chicagoland
Racquetball & Handball
Association League has
over 130 women competing
throughout their clubs on
teams.

Club ladder applications
are now being taken in
area clubs with brackets
for all ability levels. If you
find you're playing with
the same partners all the
time ladders will break the
monotony and offer you an
opportunity to meet new

‘players.* "Also; your ‘game -

will definitely improve.

Racquetball tourna-
ments are popping up like
new racquetballs in a field
of court clubs. Enter one!
If you've never been in a
tournament before, enter
the Novice division of the
tournament nearest your
home. It will change your
racquetball life.

On that note congratu-
lations to two super FIRE
players who went one on
one against 75 sharp-shoot-
ing policemen in the 18th
District Invitational Racq-
etball Tournament Oct., 6,
T, and 8th. Alyce Kelleher
and Peggy Pastore, both of
the Cook County Sheriff’s
Police entered the tourney
in the Woman'’s Open, but
since they were the only
two they graciously agreed
to play in the Men's C

_division. Alyce rolled
them out through the 32’s
and 16's bumping Peggy
off in the semi’s. She then

went on to win the C.

division and Peggy took
third in the same bracket.

In the premier issue of
Racquetball Today, FIRE-
power promised to critique
sports fragrances for the
FIRE player. Since that
time we researched a var-
iety of scents. The four
most popular proved to be
Jovan'’s Sport Scent, Estee
Lauder's Aliage, Anne
Klein’s Blazer and Jean
Nate’.

Sport Scent was wood-

sy, Aliage, grassy and
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“C-melting Pot”

Dear Editor; I constant-
ly amaze myself with the
expectations and agonies I
put myself through when it
comes to this excellent
game Racquetball. Now I
considér myself a respect-
able player but as each
season passes, I see myself
improving my game but to
find myself being lowered
into the depths of the rank
amateur C player.

Now in just over“3%
years of playing in the A
division, I have won ladd-
ers, ladder tournaments,
club tournaments and 2
club championships (with
separate clubs). Now this
is enough for any player to
start dreaming of replacing
Hogan and Brumfield at
the top. But here is where
fantasy ends and reality
begins. You see after
playing one whole year in
B tournaments and never
reaching the top 16, I
started to doubt my play-
ing ability which I think
anyone would. But I failed
to realize that as the game
attracted more and more
players the quality was
increasing beyond my im-
agination. Well, I looked
into the mirror one day and
realized that Hogan and

Brumfield’s positions were

‘Blazer and-.}ejan‘ Nate'-had - -

a citrus base. All the
scents were delightful and
the perfect accessory for
casual clothes, but it was
the old favorite Jean Nate’
that won the greatest app-
roval from the locker room
set. It was the only scent
that seemed fresh and light
before, during and after a
tough match. Applied
immediately after a show-
er it was just light enough
not to over react to still
flowing body chemistry.
By the time it did fade,
most players were out of
the club and into some-
thing else that could call
for a more full bodied
scent.

As an all over body
moisturizer, Estee Laud-
er’s new Visible Difference
body lotion won hands
down approval. It is a
rapidly disappearing and
odorless lotion with a high
penetration factor. It is oil
free and leaves a smooth
and polished look to your
skin.

Bonne Belle delighted all
the Voit tournament en-

trants with a delightful gift "

pack of four of their fine
products.

It sure would be nice to
get some reader feed back
about this and any other
FIREpower related artic-
les in Racquetball Today.
If there are any questions
or racquetball information
needed please write in care
of this paper. Also, any
suggestions would be
greatly appreciated.-

LETTERS

going to be very secure for
a while.” So I swallowed a
little pride and took my
dented ego into the C
division. Now you would
expect sudden success,
right? Not so!

It seems that for some
strange reason, and even
the Racquetball philosoph-
ers can't figure it out, the
C division attracts an un-
believably wide range of
players. You will find the
rank amateur, the sand-
bagging open and B play-
ers, the 14 and 15 year old
child prodigies (who are
destined to become the
Marty Hogans of the fut-
ure) and believe it or not
you will even find a club
professional or two com-
peting in the C division.
How’s that for a cross-sect-
ion of talent. I feel sorry
for the novice player just
starting out. Where can he
go?

Now here's what I call
the ABC’s of Racquetball.
An A player who should be
competing in B tourna-
ments, but finding the C
division competition more
than he can handle. So
cheer up all you C division
castaways, I have the.solu-
tion to all our problems --
it’s called the “D” division.

Robert K. Doogan
Willowbrook, Illinois

Maﬂy ThankS

Dear R.T. staff; W'_e
would like to take this
opportunity to tell you how
much we have enjgyed
your paper. The artlc!es
are very diversified, with
appeal to all areas of play.
We especially like the up-
date on all tournament
results, as well as the
listing of future tourna-
ments. Keep up the good
work! Our special thanks
to Steve Boren for giving
recogition to our son J ack’s
recent victory at the AMF
Voit Tournament in his
Junior Square column. We
are looking forward to the
next issue.

Evonne & Mike Newman

Goin’ South

R.T. Staff; I've got a
Question and I'm not sure
who can help. Thus, I'll
see if you have any info for
me.

There is a chance I'll be
moving down to Florida
within the next 5-6 months
and I am worried about one
matter. I've been told
Racquetball is not a big
activity in Florida and I am
a Racquetball ‘bum’. Who
or where would I write to
find out about the Racquet-

ball picture in Florida? I
would like to know where
the Court Clubs are located,

Sic Walt Byington

Vernon Hills, II.
Ed - Racquetball is growing
at a tremendous tate in
Florida. There are approx-
imately a dozen racquetball
clubs in the Dade, Broward,
and Palm Beach County
area. There are also racq- .
uetball clubs [or facilities] tn
Orlando, Tampa, Jackson-
ville, Gainesville, Daytona,
Ft. Pierce, Ft. Meyers,
Naples, Pensacola, Talia-
hassee, to mention a few.
You didn't indicate where in
Florida you were planning to
move, so I'l send you more
detailed information in the
matl.

More Thanks

Dear R.T.: As a former
court club’ manager, I
would like to thank pub-
lisher Rick Coyne for his
note on" the necessity of
wearing eyeguards in your
last issue. There can never
be enough said about thesl
potential for serious e
injury in our sport, and I
think it commendable that
your publication is making
an active effort to educate
racquetball enthusiasts on
court safety.

‘ Mimi Barnhill

Boston, Mass.
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One of the most common
excuses for losing a racqg-
uetball match is ‘my timing
was off’. That phrase could
never be truer for twenty
four year old Patricia
Powell of 1522 N. LaSalle
who won, hands down, the
dubious honor of having
the worst timing during a
racquetball tournament in
what may safely be said,
the history of the sport.
Pat Powell was at the
18th District Police Invita-
tional Racquetball Tourn-
ament. She’s been through
the courts many times,
however, Pat Powell does
not play racquetball. What
nonsense is this you say?
Read on.........

This is the story of an
arrest by the 18th district
tactical team on beat 1861.
The date and time of the
arrest was Sunday, Octo-
ber 8, 1978 at 11:15 A.M.
e Jocation. of the arrest
s 1234 N. LaSalle and
the arresting officers were
Sam Bellini
Levan.
According to the official
police report, “arresting
officers responded to a call
of a disturbance with the
auto alarm at 1235 N.
LaSalle. Upon arriving
R/0O (reporting officer)
learned that the arrestee
opened the door of a 1977
Pontiac, Lic. #160 155, and
attempted to enter the
rear seat when the alarm
\vient off. The arrestee was

Timing at
its worst

and Jerry-

then stopped by a passing
citizen and held until police
arrived. Auto contained
two gym bags and misc.
camera equiptment.”

Inside the building at
1235 N. LaSalle a dozen
policemen were on the
courts playing in a tourn-
ament and another dozen
or so were watching the
action. Tony's U Boat was
delivering their super
sandwiches for the day and
thirty trophies were being
set out for display aligned
like proud marching sold-
iers.

All the tournament spec-
tators were watching the
match on Court #5. It must
have been good because
after every rally cheers
rang out from the crowd.
Suddenly, many more pol-
icemen ran up the stairs
and came towards the
group of spectators, the
match must have really
been good since more
squad cars screeched to a
halt out front.

However, within the
next ten minutes an arrest
had been made, witnesses
questioned, and state-
ments recorded. Pat Pow-
ell was charged with att-
empted theft.

A well informed source
reported that in the 18th
District tactical office was
overheard, “all I knows 1is
that a bunch of ..... ran out
tn their underwear and
busted me.”
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Jack Newman is 15
years old and a sophomore
at Maine East High School.

He'’s ‘already an adult
when it comes to racquet-
ball, however. This fall he
competed against .men in
the AMF VOIT/Perrier
Classic at The Glass Court
in Lombard and won the C
- Class title. A few weeks
later he won an open
B-Class men's tournament
at Indian Trails in South
Chicago Heights.

John Slazas is a 16 year
old junior at Maine South
High School. He's appar-
ently an even better player
than Jack. John won
B-Class at the AMF Voit
tournament, which drew
almost 400 players for all
its divisions, and beat Jack
last summer in the State 15
and under finals.

It’s nice to hear about
young success stories like
Jack and John. Unfortun-
ately, I'm afraid, racquet-
ball doesn’t have enough of
them. While the sport has
enjoyed great popularity
among adults in the last
few years, it has not be-
come very accessible to
youngsters.

For one who sincerely
beleives in the sport for its

- wholesome, healthy quali-

ties, this is a serious matt-
er. I'm afraid I don’t have
all the answers.

Oh, some very positive
steps have been taken to
encourage junior play:

oTour player Jean Sauser
and Art Shay have collabor-
ated on an instructional
book, “Teaching Your Child
Racquetbdl.”

eThe U.S.Racquetball
Association and its Presi-
dent, Bob Kendler, Have
put on an enviable national
junior tournament the past
three years, and it’s getting
better all the time. Next
spring there will be junior
regionals held separately
from the adult ones to give
the young players more
attention.

*A few clubs, primarily
the Court House clubs in the
Chicago area, have started
junior instruction programs
and leagues.

eSome junior tourn-
aments, in addition to the
state and national ones,
have been scheduled. One
will be at the Northbrook
Court House Nov. 17-19.
Another will be at the new
Lehmann Courts in Chicago
March 9-11. Cove Courts

drew 55 juniors to its fall

tournament.
R.2. 8.8

Fill Out
& Mail
Coupon
Today!

But is this all enough? I
don’t think so. There are
only 80 registered junior
tournament players -- of all
skill levels -- in the Illinois
State Racquetball Associa-
tion. That doesn’t sound
like many to me, consider-
ing there are almost that
many clubs in Chicago and
its suburbs. Nationally
I've seen statistics on the
millions of racquetball
players, and how 38 per
cent of them are women.
I'd like to know what per
cent are under 20; I
suspect it’s not very large.

In the course of sepa-
rate, casual conversations
I talked about junior racq-
uetball with Steve Boren
and Sue Carow, two of my
teammates on the Racgq-
uetball Today staff and
strong advocates of youth
programs.

Is enough being done to
encourage junior play?
“Absolutely not,” replied
Boren, the manager at
Lehman Courts. “Very

few clubs have put togeth-

er junior programs. Some
have out-programs with
nearby high schools, but
they never attack the kids
in the grammar schools.”

This, I might add, is in
sharp contrast to the Chic-
ago District Tennis Assoc-
iation junior programs,
which not only offer free
instruction and organized
leagues but also have rep-
resentatives to seek out
pupils. Granted, the
CDTA had a long head
start on racquetball but
the tennis group sets an
example to follow.

Boren, state director of
the Illinois State Racquet-
ball Association junior pro-
gram, has taken some
steps. While working at
Forest Grove in Palatine,
he organized a summer
junior program that incl-
uded children as young as
four years old. He charged
a reasonable $1.50 a lesson
and 25 youngsters partic-
ipated. More low cost,
grass roots programs like
that are needed.

Ms. Carow, a mother of
four, points to.cost as a
drawback to~ developing
junior interest.

“What 'we need are
junior clinics,” she said.
“Or maybe $2 round robins
from , say 2:30 to 4:30 on
Saturday afternoons.

Most parents can't afford
$6 or $8 a day for courts,

and junior needs 10 hours

i
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of court time, at least, a
week to become a good
player. The child of poor
parents couldn’t be racq-
uetball star.”

Jack Newman, for in-
stance, holds a part-time
job at the Four Flaggs club
in Niles to help finance the
court time he needs to
develop his game.

Ms. Carow cites the
background of men’s nat-
ional champion and top
money-winner Marty
Hogan as an example. He’s
a special player, and a
special case.

“He started at a-Jewish
Community Center in St.
Louis,” she said, “and it no
doubt helped him to have a
mother who was a national
champion. He could hit the
ball seven hours a day. He
couldn’t have developed
the swing he has without
doing that. When a junior
comes to me and says he
wants to copy Marty
Hogan, I ask if he's got
seven hours a day to spend
on racquetball. If he
doesn’t, then I tell him he'd
better develop a more con-
ventional stroke.”

Sue placesthe blame for
lagging junior interest on
the YMCA'’s. “They have a
responsility,” she claims.
“They are non-profit.
Basically they discourage
youth. Many ban them
from the courts after 4
p.m., and their school time
takes up the other avail-
able hours.  Something
should be done.”

She said she offered to
teach at one area YMCA as
a tradeoff on memberships
but her request wasn't
accepted. She said the
proximity of O'Hare Racg-
uet House was a reason she
returned to that club as an
instructor; she would be
able to more easily get her
own children there to play
in the evenings.

The clubs are there to
make money,” she said.
“Most of their courts at
prime time are filled up.
You can't blame them for
not giving their courts to
yough.”

I won’t go that far.
There are things clubs can
do.

For instance:

eHave a court reserved
strictly for juniors during
the day on Saturdays and
Sundays.

°Hold group lessons for
children in various age
groups. They should be
short, basic and cheap.

LEN
- ZIEHM
| REPORTS

*Hold junior tournaments
during weekday afternoons
when the club has its lowest
demand for court time dur-
ing the school holiday
breaks. They can be in-
formal, and definitely in age
group categories.

eAggressively pursue
young players through all
available .means during the
quiet summer months.

Chuck Leve, national
director of the USRA,
doesn’t’ want to comment
on whether clubs are or are
not doing enough to en-
courage juniors but he
does admit that “We are
indebted to any program
that enhances the number
or quality of junior play....
Any person that can play
racquetball is doing some-
thing creative and good
and is off the street.”

In addition to the phys-
ical and mental health a
lifetime sport like racquet-
ball offers, there are other
incentives for juniors to
take up the sport. One
who qualifies for the nat-
ionals gets an educational,

fun, free trip. This year it
includes a visit to Disney
World. And about 15
colleges are now offering
racquetball scholarships.

Leve does offer one en-

couraging thought on the
growth in number of junior
players. He predicts this
spring’s national junior reg-
ionals will have an entry at
least double that of last year
when slightly over 1,000

“competed.

Perhaps I'm only a dream-
er. I would like to see the
day when there are munici-
pal courts available to jun-
iors at low cost. I'd like to
see portable courts in high
school gymnasiums so racq-
uetball could be added to
physical education curricu-
lums. I'd like to see a team
concept developed so schools
and youth clubs could join in
friendly but spirited compe-
tition. I'd like to see mini-
courts installed beside nurs-
eries at the clubs where pre-
teens could just bounce balls
off the walls.

I'd like to see fanilies have
a racquetball court in their
back yard instead of a
swimming pool; after all --
in the Chicago area, at least
-- a court would get more
use. I'd like to see outdoor
racquetball come as serious-
ly to the Chicago area as it
has in other ‘places.

Perhaps I'm only a dream-
er. Perhaps these things are
unrealistic. Perhaps.
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Racquetball’'s most im-
portant shot is the serve
which sets the style and
tempo of the ensuing rally.
The accurate offensive ser-
vice increases the chance
of a weak return or no
return, ace. Most profess-
ional players are now “go-
ing for the ace” on the first
service attempt; they go
for the crack or the side-
wall with a hard low drive
serve or they go for a
difficult return. If the first
serve is a fault, a safer
second serve will follow.
Complete mastery of all
the basic serves is crucial
and can be accomplished
much easier than mastery
of strokework.

Before stepping into the
service _box, the server
should determine the fol-
lowing: The serves he will
use based on his own
strengths and weaknesses
and on his opponent's
weaknesses and defensive
strategy -- What return
does the server wish to
elicit from the opponent?
The key is composure
and command in the serv-
ice area. Never simply
drop the ball and initiate
play or the natural advant-
ages gained by being in
that box will be forfeited.
Standing 20 feet from the
front wall encourages more
preciseness than oppon-’
ent’s 38 feet at the back
wall. Court coverage re-
quires minimal effort in the
service area as the server
is equi-distant from all
areas. Thus, take an
aggressive stance in the
box and take charge of
your thoughts and the
match.

Before describing the 4
basic serves, the “emerg-
ency exit” should be
stressed. Each and every
time the ball is served,
quickly get out of the box
while watching with intent
what the receiver is doing.
This anticipation is impera-
tive. Turn the torso and
the feet diagonally toward
the “served” side and sim-
ultaneously slide 2-3 steps
into center court about 2
feet behind the short line.
The knees should be flex-
ed, ready to pounce on the
return, and the eyes
should be peering (make
that piercing) through the
racquet strings. This em-
ergence from the server's
box should always be ex-
ecuted swiftly and smooth-
ly.

The service stance must

‘Winnin

by Sue Carow

also be mastered in order
to maximize the small ser-
vice area and generate the
most efficient serves.
Stand close to the center,
place the feet at the back
line and before stepping
forward KNOW what you
are going to do. LOOK
back at opponent. FLEX
the knees, bend from the
waist, and take a long
stride forward to execute
any of several serves from
this same position, striving
for deception.

The following four basic
serves should all be served
to the opponent’s backhand
most of the time:

THE DRIVE--(hard and
low) elicits the most weak
returns. Assume the ser-
vice stance (above), the
serving arm is raised high,
forearm parallel to floor,
elbow extended as high as
possible to generate a
large arc in swing. The
larger arc creates more
power. Keep the elbow up
and away from the body.
Simultaneously with this
arm lifting, the offhand
drops the ball so it returns
to waist level height. The:
lead foot is extended as
elbow is brought down;
the contact point is off the
instep of the front foot.

The forearm is inverted,
elbow leading, allowing
proper snapping of wrist
action. It is important to
move the weight forward
gradually, timing it with
the arm'’s arc and swing to
combine into a single solid
unit converging ‘“smash-
ly" on that ball. The
contact spot is below knee
level. Then, follow
through to the bull's-eye
area on the front wall
about 21/ feet up from the
floor and 1 foot to the left
of center. (Serve to right-
handed opponent's back-
hand.)"

The drive serve to oppo-
nent’s forehand can be
camouflaged from this
same position but do NOT
use the body to change the
angle. Use the racquet,
changing the angle at the
point of contact to drive
the ball to the front wall
again about 2Y. feet up
from the floor and 2 feet to
the left of center. Remem-
ber, look at opponent be-
fore serving and he might
give a tip-off for a surprise
serve. ;

The Lob -- Serve stance
is about 3 feet to the right
of center. Softly hit the
ball {0 the front wall bulls-
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Serve it up —
No! Serve it down

eye 3/4 of the way up and 1
foot to the left of center.
The lob should rebound
high toward the upper left
corner striking the left side
wall approximately 6 feet
up from the floor and 6 feet
from the back wall.

The Garbage -- Service
stance is in center. Softly
hit the ball to the front wall
bulls-eye midway up and 1
foot to the left of center.
The garbage serve will
bounce about 4-5 feet be-
hind the short line and
rebound upward into left
rear court. Ideally, it will
die at the base of the back
wall.

The Z -- Serving stance
is about 5 feet to left of
center. (low Z to backhand
of right-handed player).
Forcefully, hit the ball to
the front wall bulls-eye
about 5 feet from the floor
and 1 foot from the right
side wall. Reverse this
procedure for Z to fore-
hand side. The low Z
strikes the front wall, rie-
oches into the right side
wall and then travels
cross-court. After the
floor bounce, it then hits
the left side wall 3-5 feet in
front of the back wall and
3-5 feet up from the floor.
It is imperative that the
low Z serve be hit accu-
rately. The server must
develop his own rythm as
to speed and location. If
the serve is too short, it
leaves opponent an easy
return; If hit too long, it
bounces off back wall for
set-up.

The Z can also be used as
a lob Z serve. This is an
effective defensive serve
to the forehand, resulting
in a multi-walled garbage
serve that opponent cannot
blast back offensively un-
less he rushes and volleys
on the fly. The server
must use deception in the Z
serves to keep opponent
from cutting them off.
Change not only the serve,
but also its speed and angle
to confuse the opponent.

PRACTICE SOLO SER
VING -- The serve, unlike
the other shots dependent
upon an opponent's initiat-
ion, is all yours. It can be
executed automatically
like a machine. Attack the
opponent's weakness early
with the serve and do not
change the serve if it is
working. Get the first
serve in. Develop the hard
low drive serve and “once
you've got it...flaunt it”.

Photo courtesy of

On The

Cover

David Ross.

It's a fast, fast game — Marty Hogan, Nat'l Champion
racquetball pro, shoots 142 mph during Aurora pro stop.
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Tired of losing yOUr favorzte ball:

FACE IT!

caricaturist Sally Zippert
has come up with a super
gift idea for the racquet-
ball player that has every-
thing. With Christmas
right around the corner,
the timing couldn’'t be
better to introduce FACE
IT! a personalized racg-
uetball stamp for ardent
player.

Sally will sketch your
caricature from either
photos or a personal sitt-
ing and from that artwork
create a finished piece of
art for your home AND a
unique rubber stamp in a
self-enclosed case. The
stamp, which resembles a
Zippo lighter, can be used
anywhere to personalize
your favorite racquetball
along with anything else
you wish to identify. The
stamp is made from a new
process that clearly de-
fines even the smallest
detail which makes it
ideal for stationery, bus-
iness cards and, if you

hurry, even Christmas | = =% b /
cards. : : Sally Zippert holding the FIREpower caracature

As an introductory  ypat’ied to her innovative FACE IT! racquetball
special for racquetball

players, Sally is charging stamp.

only $25.00 for an ‘“on-
the-spot” drawing and

ique personalized Christ-
mas gift, so FACE IT! and
call Sally at De 7-5240 or,
if no answer, call 763-
6184. 3

delivery within three
weeks from the time of
order.

Appointments are now
being taken for this un-

stamp and $35.00 to
sketch off of three photo-
graphs.

She "promises

Indian Head Racquet Clﬁb

Joliet and Willow Springs Road Countryside. 111 60525
(312) 482-4800

| N\ \\]]

Oak Park-River Forest
Racquet Club

301 West Lake Street,Oak Park. IIl. 60302
(312) 386-2175

(s
Wimbledon, U.S.A.
Palos Club

12221 So. Ridgeland Ave Palos Hei
ghts, 1ll. 60463
(312) 389-9100

L y
H-'E RE NOT jusT ANOTHER RA CQUETBALL CLuB"

%
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“Ll)dk Whavt’sv(iomivngv To i}ioomingdale”
. 7 MORE CLIMATE CONTROLLED HANDBALL/RACQUETBALL COURTS

RikLShO&

* COME IN AND SEE US! £
We would like to introduce you to our club and show you how easy it is to play racquetball - 5

e Fifteen climate controlled handball/racquetball courts.
e Spacious luxurious lounge and viewing gallery.
1 e Horseshoe shaped cocktail bar with two way fireplace.

e Complete league and lesson programs.
) e Extra large co-ed whirlpool room.
| e Saunas in both locker rooms.
e Men’s and women’s massage rooms.
e Attended nursery (Your children play while you play).
e Free towel service.
! e Fully equipped pro shop and racquet rental.
e Early bird programs.
e Monthly club parties.
e Personal membership cards.
e Junior programs (league and lessons).
e Challenge ladders in all divisions.
e Club tournament.
e Complete Instructional leagues.

A PERFECT FAMILY

’ ‘Site of the 2nd Annual St. Valentine’s Day Massacre — Feb. 16-18, 1979’

LAKE STREET (ROUTE 20)

v~

! .
N )

BLOOMINGDALE ROAD

#)

Recreation center

e Special arrangements on corporation memberships.

ROUTE 53

Help in the fight

against cancer -- that's
what The American Can-
cer Society Racquetball
Classic is all about. The

city-wide tournament is to
be played for three days
commencing Friday, Dec-
mber 1, at Lehmann
ourts, 2700 N. Lehmann
ourt in the near-north
ection of Chicago.

This is the first time
any non-profit organiza-
tion in Chicago has creat-

ed an open tournament
competition among the
city’s racquetball enthus-
iasts.

Here's your chance to
win the new Chicago Cup
in Racquetball, which will
be awarded to the major
winners in each division,
and, of course, all partici-
pants will receive a T-shirt
and the hospitality.

Tournament play will be
broken into novice, senior
and master catagories for

Racquetball Fights Cancer

men and women with
special consideration
given to those who have
not been in previous tour-
naments.

The entry fee to the
tournament, which is
sponsored by Anheuser-
Busch Natural Light Beer,
is a $20 donation to the
American Cancer Society.
Do your part in the fight
against cancer by con-
tacting the Society at 37
S. Wabash or calling
372-0471.

A.P.R.O. Teaching
Clinic Set

The American Profess-
jonal Racquetball Organi-
zation will again schedule a
teachers clinic on Decem-
ber 9th and 10th, Saturday
and Sunday. The purpose
of the clinic is to increase
the professionalism of
racquetball teachers.
APRO is a not-for -profit
national organization to
develop and train racquet-
ball teachers in the United
States. Clinics such as this
will be started in many
other states after the init-
ial Chicago one is imple-
mented.

The clinic will be on
Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to
9:00 p.m., and then on
Sunday the certification
test will be given at 10:00

« wswusa.m. The clinic will include...

a morning session of be-.

ginners clinics and lessons
for private and group in-
struction. Then after a
lunch break, discussions
will be directed toward
offensive and defensive
shots of racquetball in re-
lationship to intermediate
and advanced players. The
evening time will be de-
voted to the psychology
and philosophy of teaching,
strategy chalk talks, and
rules and refereeing prob-
lems. ;

The format for the clinic
will be very open ended.
This means that APRO
expects active participa-

tion from all people involv- -

ed. The clinic will consist
of lectures from people in

the tennis. and racquetball

industry, round table dis-
cussions, on the court tech-
niques, demonstration  of
video-tape equipment,
other teaching aids, and
many question and answer
sessions.

On Sunday, the certifica-
tion test which consists of
written, practical, and
teaching sections will be
given.

APRO members fee-is
$25.00 and non-members is
$60.00. Registration is
limited.

The entire clinic will be
held at the Forest Grove
Swim and Racquet Club,
1760 N. Hicks road, Pala-
tine, Illinois 60067, (312)
99‘1;4646. M o

Killshot

Roo

by Mort Leve

UNIQUE-- “Growing Up
at Kutak Rock & Huie", a
feature article which app-
eared in a recent issue of
FORTUNE magazine.
Probably the fastest-grow-
ing law firm in the country,
located in Omaha. Their
five story, spiraled stair-
case with atrium has other
unlawyerly features like a
well-constructed RACQ
UETBALL COURT for its
148 attorneys.

Other novel “business as
usual” sites for courts--
Fred Muenscher has four
of his Shakey Pizza franch-
ise operations in the Pacific
Northwest with two to
four courts each... Glass
back walls so the patrons
can watch the action, and
in turn the players have
access to the flowing suds
and food. “It has increased
my business and in my first
venture with courts in
Bellingham, Washington,
we have a shutoff of 160
members,"” Fred tells us.

La Posada Inn, Del
Webb Corp.'s latest resort
hostelry in Paradise Vall-
ey, Arizona, has two
courts to lure the tourists.

And, we have just heard
from Todd Aldrich of Den-
ver. He's been going into
low population towns,
putting in a court or two
with offices. His operation

. |in one town of 250 .pop.

(yes, that's right--250 tot.)
has one court, four offices.
He has sold ten $1500
lifetime memberships...

other type dues structur-
ing is $3.50 per person per
court hour on a public
basis; $100 a year for the
individual; $150 for
couples with key acces
three days a week. Public
is four days a week, and at
times high school students
are gratis to stimulate
future business. No towel
dispensation. $1 for purch-
ase of towel with many
tourists coming through.

Rack with eye guards for
free use and a must.

ON THE HANDBALL
SCENE... While in Minn-
eapolis for our Court Club
Enterprises seminar at the
Decathlon Athletic Club
went with Neal Nordlund,
U.S. Handball Association
national rules and referees
chairman, to a Midway
YMCA memorial banquet
for the late Al Warren.

Warren was the -counter- -

part of Bob Davidson, both
developing many outstand-
ing players. Al worked
and helped stalwarts as
Billy Yambrick, Dan
0’Connor, Gary Rohrer,
and, Terry Muck. Muck,

now editor of HANDBALL
Magazine, and one of the
top four on the tour, had

e |

did Yambrick. Mid-May
dates for the national four-
wall championships at the
new Coral Gables 23 court
facility in Florida, first
time the annual classic has
been East in many years.

COMMERCIAL: World
Court Clubs Association
now fully organized and
will be headlined at the
Tennis & Racquetball
Marketplace trade show
next January in Anaheim.
Also under the CCE bann-
er is a portable basketball
backboard/basket that can
be fitted over the balcony
back wall of courts at
non-peak time, affording
full enjoyment of two or
three-man basketball. One
special rule-- player can
stop his dribble, carom the
ball off a side wall, catch it
and resume movement
with no penalty. There has
also been some special rule
volleyball played in the
20X40 confines. ;

Add to former and active
pro athletes developing
clubs-- Larry Dierker, the
ex-Houston Astro...Hank
Stram’s New Orleans club
in full swing. Billy Cunn-
ingham, Philly 76er coach,
in downtown Philadel-
phia... Bob Boone, Phillie
catcher, multiple opera-
tions in New Jersey. Jack
Youngblood, Rams' fear-
some linebacker, in South-
ern California.

some laudatory words as-




Page 6

RACQUETBALL TODAY

November, 1978

eyeballs.

standing peacock fresh
from cubicle combat in a
besplendent outfit befitt-

ing his obvious station in
life. A flourescent T-shirt
describing some aspect of
Amazon mud wrestling,
shorts emblazoned with
two hands placed appro-
priately retaining the visc-
eral entrails, a pair of black
support hosiery held up by
gigantic rubber bands, all
jammed inside yellow ht--
top gyms. The hat was
indeed a crowning touch, a
red pull-down tennis hat

GO IU RN T JEJH
 REAGTION

“Clothes Encounters”

I sat on the carpeted with a green visor sewn at
locker room bench replay- the front.
ing the last point of a.tough forgotten. Surely the out-
match. The graphite racq- fit was meant to distract
uet. was still dangling the opponent.
loosely from my wrist as absolute stroke of genius -
visions of a side-wall ceil- the man was a “C" player
ing shot .burned behind my on the “A"
You know, tkat moving
shot that hugs the wall and the top.
has kept fibreglas racquet again! He took a pass on
manufacturers in the black the shower and climbed

My game was

It was-an

ladder yet
steadily toward
Right? Wrong

into his “street” clothes -

for years. Suddenly, my ,n)y. Elton John at his
attention was directed ac- _.io05ia]1 hest could have

ross the locker room to a surpassed this bimbo.

The trend toward dress
in racquetball has improv-
‘ed over the last two years.
The clubs are classier and
many feature glass view-
ing areas. Men usually try
to:(A) get by with “jock
type” clothing, muscle T’s,
high school gym shorts
and/or grey sweatpants,
or (B) complete club “logo”
clothing and /or athletic

. shoe manufacturers’ sugg-

ested mode d’affair’e.
Women on the other

hand are truly style con-

scious. Arnel and nylon

are making inroads into
the cotton and poly field.
Hoods are now appearing
on warm-up suits. Satina
or rayon blends fill racks in
sportswear stores. Even
shoes are important mat-
ching “accessories” ultim-
ately coordinating an outfit
Terry cloth fashions still
prove that “form follows
function”, chic and com-
pliments both missy and
junior players. Tennis
clothing is considered a
sign of disconcern in racq-
uetball environment.
White , although an absol-
ute in visual ball activity,
rings of sterile occasions of
somber elegance.

Racquetball players
provide an interesting
cross-section of apparel
selection:

Phil Gurrie (Oak Lawn
Racquet Club), “I wear
cotton and poly racquetball
shorts, the shrinkage is
controlled and I can just
throw them in the dryer
and they're ready to wear.
The same for my shorts”.

Pat Kline (Palos Racq-
etball Club), “My favorite
outfit is stretch terry, the
absorptive quality of the
fabric is great and it does-
n't inhibit my range of
motion”.

Dieter Gorman (O‘Hare
Racquet House), “I usually
wear jogging pants with a
cotton club shirt, somehow
I just can't get used to
those “559" tatoos”.

Dolores Montini (Mid-
town Court House), *“I
prefer the new ‘shiny’ fab-
rics, when I'm not playing
racquetball I can go to the
exercise room and still feel
glamorous.”

The average player still
can be quite comfortable in
cut-offs and collegeT-shirts
Fashion clothing is certain-
ly de’rigueur in racquetball
clubs but as the sport
grows so does the level of
consciousness. With a
little flair, you may be able
to out class your opponent
just by showing up on the
court.

Chicagoland Racquethall/Handball Assn.

League Results

League Director - John Weishaar (312) 644-4884
Groundrules for the 1978-79 CRHAL are as follows.
There will be 8 divisions of play: Men’s A, B, and C;

Women's AA, A, B, and C,

and Handball. Clubs may

enter as' many teams as they wish in a division; a team

consisting of 8 to 10 players.

The exception is the AA and

Handball team which will consist of two players.
The league will have three sessions the first being

Sept. 23 through December 1st;

the "second being

January 6 through March 9th and the third begins March
17 and ends May 25th. No matches will be scheduled
during the Illinois State Racquetball Association’s State
Singles May 3, 4, 5, and 6th.

After the regional playoffs and city championships the
league will commence with an awards banquet in

mid-June.

MEN’S A

Four Flaggs Court Club-16
Skokie Court House-14
Midtown Court House-13

’

MEN'S B

GROUP A

Oak Park Ct House-20
Four Flaggs Ct House-18
Evanston Ct Club-11

GROUPB

Schaumburg Ct House #1-25
Thorndale Racq House-15
Schaumburg Ct House #2-14

GROUPC

Chalet Sports Core-21
Western R.B. Club #1-19
Olympian Ct Club-12

MEN’'SC

GROUP A

Skokie Ct House-18

Sky Harbor Ct Club (H.P.)-17

Oak Park Ct House-16

GROUPB

Cove Courts-20
Olympian CtClub-16
Western R.B. Club #1-15

e @ o
WOMEN'S A

Evanston Court House-11
Edens Court House-10
Sky Harbor Ct. Club (Northbrook)-10

WOMEN'S B

GROUP A

Four Flaggs Ct. Club-15
Arlington Hts Ct Club-12
Evanston Court Club-12

GROUP B

Oak Park Ct. House-12
Cove Courts-10
Palos R.B. Club-7

WOMEN'S C

GROUP A

Skokie Ct House-15 ‘
Qak Park Ct House-14

Oak Park-River Forest R.C.-9
Sky Harbor Ct Club (H.P.)-9

GROUP B

Western R.B. Club-17
Chalet Sports Core-15

Cove Courts-14
Glass Courts (Blue)-10

Firefighters’ Racquetball League

The 1978-'79 Four Flaggs Court Club Firemens Racquet- held at the end of tﬁe season.
all League has begun and will continue through the latter

The league is comprised of

art of February. In addition to a championship trophy for suburban fire departments.

he winning team, individual trophies for the most improved
layer, most points scored, most games played, will also be County Sheriff's Police are also

In addition, this year two teams re

awarded at the annual Awards Banquet and party, which is Firemen's League.

representatives of 14 Chicago

Presenting the Cook
participating in the

TrophieS:

by John R. Greene

Sitting here, comfort-
able, a gcotch and branch
wager within easy reach,
some soft and gentle jazz
playing at a level just
perfect for backgrour_ld.
the aquarium fish floating
and drifting, just bargly
swimming at a languid,
tranquilizing pace, a warm
soothing fire casting its
flickering dying light about
the den, my woman curl_ed
up next to me drowsily
reading the latest best
seller, and I'm agitated, in
a pique, peturbed, down-
right agonized! Why?

I'll tell you why: every
racquetball tournament I
have entered, I've been
blown out in the first or
second round. That's cool,
because that happens to at
least 50 per cent of the
entrants, right? My quan-
dary is caused by this
compulsive Sado/Maso-
chistic urge of mine to
enter every single tourn-
ament within a day’s drive!

When all the rest of my
life is so easy, relaxed, in
tune, why do I have this
reckless need to plunk
down my $20.00; g0
through a pre-tournament
psyche job on myself;
drive to the exotic, far-a-
way places like Skokie,
Lombard, Schaumberg,
Park Ridge, the ' loop,
even; and spend a portion
of the National Debt on
lessons and practive games
to get myself to “peak” at
just the right time -- only
to thoroughly embarrass
myself in the World Rec-

" ord time of 8 minutes, 12

seconds???

Slinking off the floor
after the usual humiliation,
telling myself that I was
tired, I peaked too soon, it
was a rotten ball, the glass
backwall threw me off, my

"~ glasses were dirty, I gotta

get a new racquet (this will
be the 83rd, or is it the
84th, new racquet), my
girdle was killing me -- but
never, no never, is it
because “he” was better
than me.

After my dismal per-
formance, my friends em-
brace me with their usual
inspiring goodfellowship:
“Hey! Turkey! You four-
eyed half-wit! You Blew It!
He had no backhand! You
shoulda’ killed 'im! That’s
the worst I've ever seen
ANYBODY play! You
STUNK!I”

Not even bothering to
shower (how much sweat
can you build up in 8
minutes -- watching the
ballroll out?), I flee the un-
friendly confines, sulk all
the way home, and am
greeted at the door by a
hug, a tiss, a drink, and a
sympathetic ear. (TH
YOU, Woman.) : A,NK

Vowing never to enter
another, the next time I
am at the club, I happen to
notice an entry blank for
yet one more tournament.
It is absolutely amazing
how those entry blanks
leap off the counter into
my hands! (I wonder how
they do that. Mirrors?)
So, I enter. Again, why?

Tro_phies! That’s right
trophies. My Jove for
trophies started in the first
grade when I won 3 Smile
Contest, with both front
teeth Mmissing, I was
awarded a 4" trophy. Far
t():l:lt; IE: v:asn't the Stanley

» but, 1
i by God, it was

From that time on, [
have entered every contest
that offered a trophy for
the top 482 places. I had
no more luck until Little
League, when I won a
batting championship back
in 19-and-49. That really
hooked me. :

1 pushed myself, hard,
for a chance at a trophy.
Any trophy! Little Leag-
ue; basketball camp;
magazine subscription -
sales; golf, basketball,
band, track and field in
high school.

Remember the trophy
cases in high school? Tons
of trophies! The state
champions of this, the city
ckamps of that.  The
shriveled ols leather hel-
met that probably belong-
ed to Barney Oldfield. The
pictures of the baseball
teams from the '30’s, with
their arms folded, all try-
ing to look like Babe Ruth.
Golfers in Knickers! I
loved 'em.

One day the principle of
my high school came upon
me idly drooling over

those trophies, nose preé;‘

ed to the glass. In hiS
usual. sarcastic, droll
manner, he asked: “Can I
help you, son?”  “No,

thanks. Just Browsing."
was the reply. (i fixed that
old goat’s wagon later
when I was on various
teams and bands that con-
tributed 12 trophies to the
school’s collection!)

As a salesman, I always
do better in sales contests
that offer trophies as
awards, instead of trips to
Lake Tahoe. Don't try to
understand. Neither do I.

The main attraction for
me in entering racquetball
tournaments is the chance
(remote, to-be-sure) of °
winning a trophy. I have
won trophies in every
sport or endeavor ['ve
attempted -- except racq-
uetball. I want a racquet-
ball trophy! and, someone
to dust it.

A suggestion to tourna-
ment directors and leagys>
officials - how about trot’,.’
ies for the following cat-
egories: “Least improve";
“Largest Bruise of the
Year”; “Most Dangerous
Backhand Follow
through”; “Most Injuries °
Received; . “Most Injuries
Inflicted?” If you start
handing out trophies for
these distinguished
achievements, I am in!
Start engraving the plates
with my name, now. How
about a trophy for the
“First Man Out” of the
tournament. You already
have a trophy for the last
man out. It's only fair.

As I finish this article, I

happen to glance at a
trophy I was awarded last
year in golf. It's the only
one in the house. I
suffered a tragedy almost
too great to bear a few
years ago. All my trophies
were lost during a move
from San Francisco to
Seattle. Four huge card-
board barrels full to the
brim with all my prized
-trophies! I was crushed.
There went an irreplace-
able portion of my life. "1
still feel the loss. Some-
times, while shaving, I will
happen to get a glimpse of
the gold fillings in my
teeth. Visions of .gold
trophies flash to my mind.
Causes a tug at the old
heart strings.
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Stbrm Meadows

=~

NO SHOEING

— Superbly Planned Aesthetics —

On a recent misguided
fishing trip into the “team-
ing trout streams” of Colo-
rado with Mort Leve and
Richard Perlman, (of Louis
Zahn Data Service Corp.) I
found myself understand-
ing the term “tenderfoot”
and ‘“ecity slicker” very
well. Used to the easy
fishing of the Midwest and
South, Colorado proved to
be more than equal to our
assault, almost to the point
of depression. Fortunate-
ly, the Steamboat Springs
area offers other consola-
tions to the would-be

anglers.
After suffering our last
tolerable and demoralizing

defeat at the local streams,
we decided to play some

racquetball and handball at
The Storm Meadows Ath-
letic Club, located in the
heart of Steamboat’s ski-
resort-condominium  vill-
age. Having visited many
clubs throughout the
country, Steamboat with
its permanent population
of 6,000, give or take a
few, was the last place I
would have expected such
a flurry of activity on the
courts and club house.
Perhaps I should tell you
a little more about the
club. Storm Meadows has
4 racquetball courts, 2 with
glass back walls and
bleachers, swimming pool,
restaurant - lounge (which
I will tell lyou more about
later), and several all pur-
pose and exercise rooms.
Its staff is so completely
casual and friendly that the
totlal stranger has some-
how a feeling of charter
membership in the unique
little club. Physical fitness
is the activity of the day.
Jogging, tennis, racquet-
ball, handball, aerobics,

by Rick Coyne

swimming, weight train-
ing, bicycling, skiing, and
hiking are a sampling of
activies of which Storm
Meadows is a center.
From the swimming pool
or lounge is a breath taking
panorama of the mountains
and ski-slope.

On the day we arrived,
Wilson Sporting Goods, in
conjuction with Storm
Meadows, began its first
day of clinics with Davey
Bleedsoe. Such a deal! A
mountain setting, a beauti-
ful club, and the former
world champion to teach
beginners and experts the
relative intricities of the
game.

I had an opportunity to
talk with Davey and his

assistant, Storm Meadows
own capable pro, Harold
Lujan. I was curious to
Davey’s sudden departure
from a heavy committment
from tournament racquet-
ball to clinics and instrue-
tion: I was pleased with
his responses.

“More people need to
discover our sport, to en-
joy its growth, and to
become more satisified
with themselves as a re-
sult. Racquetball has been
so good to me that I needed
to somehow share my ex-
erience. Wilson’s clinies
have glven me that oppor-
tunity.”

With Mort Leve tired of
my beating him 21-2 at
racquetball, and with my
being tired of having him
beat me 21-1.at handball,
we both had ample time to
sit and watch the clinics.
(At the same time sampl-
ing Storm Meadow's 'leg-
endary Marquaritas -- I
was impressed with both).

The .teaching technique
of both Davey Bledsoe and

Harold Lujan is compati-
ble. On the first day, the
teacher-student gap was
closed. Both instructors
personalities attracted ac-
tive and alert responses.
As a result, learning took
place in a professional yet
informative environment,
a parallel to the clinics’
surroundings.

On Tuesday or Wednes-
day of the first- week the
whole clall, including Har-
old and Davey, made it
down to the ski-village for
some unbelievable Mexi-
can food and more mar-
guaritas. Anyone who has
been to a ski resort in
Colorado knows the in-

formal and fun loving est-
ablishments lining the

streets means as much for
the social atmosphere as
for the obvious purposes of
providing solid and liquid
refreshment. Steamboat's
evening establishments
provide a personal pot-
pourri. From the old west
characters, complete with
10 gallon hats and boots, to
the jet-setters flitting
between tables, the atmos-
phere is aptly termed “un-
iversal.”

“A mixture of impetuous
youth, experienced old
age, gourmet and tequila,
a combination of California
sun, New York Charmisa,
and Midwest simplicity.”
A place to feel at home for
a day or an eternity. A
place to return to because
it’s so very hard to remove
it from your memory.

All this and racquetball
too! For more information
call Jim Asher (303) 879-

3335. Or write Storm
Meadows Athletic Club
Box 1566 Steamboat

Springs, Colorado 80477

Paul Masson Invitational

Upwards of 300 of the top
men and women racquetball
players within a 15-state
area will compete in the 2nd
annual Paul Masson/Court
House Midwest Invitational
tournament, November 17-
19, at Mid-Town Court
House, 1235 No. LaSalle St.,
Chicago.

The event, sanctioned ty
the Illinois State Racquet-
ball Association and played
under the rules set by the
United States Racquetball
Association, is sponsored by
Paul Masson wines of San
Francisco, California.

Net proceeds from the
tournament will be donated
to Ronald MeDonald House,
Chicago, a unique adult
lodging facility for parents
whose children are under
treatment at Children's
Memorial Hospital.

There will be seven comp-
etitive divisions. The Men’s
Open and Senior, and
Women's Open will be by
invitation only. Both the
Men'’s and Women's B and C
divisions will be open to
anyone withing to enter by
the November 10 deadline.
Entry fee in the invitational

will be $20.00. A $15.00
entry fee will be required in
the B and C brackets.

Winners in each division
will recieve a magnum of
Paul Masson champagne in
addition to a Lrophy Runn-
ers-up will be given a bottle
of premium Paul Masson
wine with their trophy.
Third and fourth place fin-
ishers will be given trophles
Every entrant will be given
a Paul Masson gift as well as
a souvenir T-shirt.

For details and further
information, Call the club at
787-8400.
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Racquetball Associations & Organizatiuns
‘Telling The Players Without a Scorecard

The purpose of this
month’s column is to clarify
the functions of the various

" organizations and associa-

tions on the racquetball
scene today.

USRA-United States Racg-
uetball Association, 4101
Dempster Street, Skokie,
Illincis 60076. )312) 673-
4000. President, Robert W.
Kendler. The USRA is aa
association that promotes
amateur: racquetball- on the
national level.

ISRA-Illinois State Racq-
uetball Association. 570
East Higgins Road, Elk
Grove Village, Illinois
60007. President, Thomas
R. Street. The ISRA is an
association that promotes
amateur racquetball
throughout the state of
Illinois.

NRC-National Racquetball

Club. 4101 Dempster
street, Skokie, Illinois
60076. (312) 673-4000.

National Director, Charles
S. Leve. The NRC is a
national organization that
promotes racquetball on
the professional level.

IRA-International Racqg-

uetball Association. 5545
Murray Road, Memphis,

Tennessee 38117. (901)
274-2363.- President, Bob
Folsom. The IRA is a

national organization that

promotes racquetball on
the amateur level.

APRO-American Profess-
ional - Racquetball Organ-
ization. 730 Pine Street,
Deerfield, Illinois 60015.
(812) 991-4646. President,
Chuck Sheftel. APRO is a
national professional
teaching association.

WCCA- World Court Club
Association. 7856 E. Keim
Drive, Scottsdale, Arizona
85253. (602) 991-0253.
President, Mort Leve.
The WCCA is an inter-
national organization for
the development of court
clubs -- to promote racq-
uetball, handball, and re-
lated activities.

CRHL- Chicagoland Racq-
uetball and Handball Asso-
ciation. 11050 South
Roberts Road. Palos Hills,
Illinois 60465. (312) 974-
1900. - President, George
Brumis. The CRHA is an
association- that promotes
amateur racquetball on the
local level.

MRL-Metropolitan Racq-
uetball League. North-
west Highway and Coun-
tryside Drive, P.0O. Box

367, Palatine, Illinois
60067. (312) 359-2400.

Director, Art Michaely.
The MRL is an ISRA
sanctioned league comp-
rised of traveling racq-
uetball teams competing
mainly within YMCA and
Park District facilities.

-Wabash, Chicago,

[Editor’s note- The Metro-
politan Racquetball
League has the distinction
of being racquetball’s first
traveling league. ]

NCCA-National Court Club
Association. 423 Central St.
Northfield, II. 60093. (312)
446-5502. President, John
Wineman. The NCCA is a
national organization for
proprietors and aperators of
privately owned court clubs.

CRHAL-Chicagoland Racq-
uetball & Handball Associa-
tion League. 441 N.
Illinois
60611. (312) 644-4884. Dir-
ector, John Weishaar. The
CRHAL is a league comp-
rised of traveling teams
competing within the CRHA
clubs.

SSRL-South Suburban
Racquetball League. 2700
W. 91st Street, Evergreen
Park, Illinois 60642. (312)
425-7200. Director, Vern
Roberts, Jr. A league comp-
rised of traveling racquet-
ball teams competing withir

SSRL clubs.

Awthor's noce:

Since the publication o
my last column dealing with
back wall rollouts, the ISRA
referee committee met and
voted against the concept of
a back wall roliout serve
being an ace.

Dan Waingarten
Rochester, New York
settled down in the tie-
breaker to defeat John
Moshides of Niagara Falls,
New York in the finals of
the EAstern Hills stop in

Prix. The finals climaxed
the end of the four day
event in which there were
over 145 entries at the
Racquet Club of Eastern
Hills.

Solid play marked the
2nd time that Waingarten
has defeated Moshides in
the finals of a Grand Prix
Event. Dan came off a win
over Joe Tyree to reach
the finals while John cruis-
ed to an easy victory over
Bud Stange in the semi-
finals.

" The best match of the
tournament proved to be a
quarter final match-up
between John Moshides
and 14 year old Mike
Levine of Rochester, N.Y.
After exchanging games
17-21 and 21-17, John took
an early lead only to find
himself on the wrong end
of a 10-9 point tiebreaker.

With Mike serving for thé”
match, John rolled out a
perfect backhand and pro-

ceded to tie up the score.

the Upstate N.Y. Grand

Western N.Y.
- Grand Prix

The next volley found
young Levine winning the
serve. Moshides, not to be
denied, rolled another
backhand winner. Match
point came next with a
crisp kill to the forehand
corner.

The finals against Wain-
garten had a little bit of the
edge taken off by Mosh-
ides’ quarter - final match.
But,- again superb play
with very few unfoced
errors prolonged the battle
for over two hours.. After
a lot of diving and running,
Moshides squeezed out the
first game 21-13. John lost
an early lead in the 2nd
game as Dan came back to
take it 21-15. It was all
over for John as Waingart-
en powered his way im-
pressively to an 11-6 title
in the tiebreaker.

In the Women's Open
Division, Donna Meger,
the New York State
Women's champ lost only 8
points in turning back Barb
Cornwall to win the title.

The -Senior’s Division
proved to be a grudge
match between Sonny Hill
of Fort Erie, Canada and
Herman Neumeier of
Rochester, N.Y. After
losing to Sonny two weeks

earlier in the third Grand
Prix stop, Neumeier had
his chance for victory as he
won the opening game
handily 21-5. Sonny sett-

led down in the second and |

took it 21-15. Sonny never
looked back after that,

winning in the tlebreaker ‘

11-4.
In the Men’s Open Doub-

les, Mike Mychaskiw and |

Pete Tiutiunnyk tried to

give Dan Waingarten his|

first loss of the tourna-
ment. They found his
momentum a little too
strong as Jim Dollinger
and Dan prevailed with a
21-15, 21-6 win.

Other division winnersL
included:
Masters - Don King d|
George Litsky 21-18, 21-9.
Men’s C - Charlie Burke d |
Sam Cianfarano 21-5, 21-11|
Men’sB - Ralph DeFazio d.

Brian Dunstan 20-21 |
10-21, 11-8.
Women's B Merrlleeﬂ

Doyle d. Lancy Smith 21
11, 21-18.

Womens C - Donna Alle
d. Shirley Cooper 21- nﬂ
21-3.

Juniors 18 & under - Johnﬂj
Puerner d. Mike Fisher]:
21-11, 21-12. ’
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“Sanctioning”

by-Jim Harper

Many tournament app-
lication forms carry - the
statement, “Sanctioned by
the ISRA,” or USRA, or
IRA, whatever governing
body happens to be involv-
ed.

To the tournament vet-
eran this is generally a
positive attribute. It
means, hopefully, that the

~ scheduling of matches will
be reasonable and close to
on time, the seeding will
probably be fair, the offici-
ating will be decént, and
there should be enough
food around, at least for
the first day and a half.

Why does it mean this?
Because the racquetball
associations are staffed

. with pretty dedicated
people who know what
they are doing since they
have been to untold num-
bers of tournaments them-
selves.

With the proliferation of .

tournaments this year, as a
prospective entrant you
would be wise to check if
the tournament is sanc-
tioned or not. If not, have
a strong debate with your-
self about entering. Do
some preliminary checking
with tournament officials
to see if the logistics of

seeding and scheduling
make sense, i.e. how many
rounds a day are likely to
be played in each division.
If they don’t sound reason-
able to you, you have an
option.  Volunteer your
help, or don't enter the
tournament.

When you see “Sanction-
ed by the ISRA” on a
tournament entry blank, it
may mean something diff-
erent to you than it dois to
the next guy. The ISRA
established a sanctioning
program so that the qual-
ity of tournaments, and
therefore racquetball in
general, would improve.
They did it with the help of
two major supporters of
racquetball -- Leach Indus-
tries and Seamco Sporting
Goods. Here is what the
ISRA provides in return
for the sanctioning fee
from the host club:

1) Twelve dozen Seamco

Balls, FREE.

2) Additional Seamco
balls at cost, $9.95 PER
DOZEN.

3) Draw sheets and score
cards.

4) Pressure sensitive
mailing labels with add-
resses of ISRA members
for the host club’s solicita-

COURT CLUB ENTERPRISES
NEW ADDRESS
7856 East Keim Drive
Scottsdale, Arizona 85253
Phone (602) 991-0253

SEMINARS
NOVEMBER 3 - 4
DEVELOPMENT - ATLANTA SHERATON

s DECEMBER1-2-3

DEVELOPMENT - DECEMBER 1 - 2

MANAGEMENT - DECEMBER 2 -3
PHILADELPHIA SHERATON AIRPORT INN

* Rk %k
MID- TOWN COURT HOUSE ROUND ROBIN

Mid-Town Court House,

1235 No. LaSalle St., has

scheduled an evening of round robin competmon for

players of all skill

levels.
November 10th event is open to the public.
evening of play, which starts at 8:30 P.M.,

The Friday evening,
The
is just $6.00

per player. Admission includes all court tlme and use
of the club’s facilities, including the sauna, fitness
room, and the newly-installed health bar.
2. 8.8 .6 ¢
- GLENDA YOUNG TEACHES SLIMNASTICS

Mid-Town Court House, 1235 No. LaSalle St.,

has

scheduled another of its popular “Slimnastics” fitness

class series especially for women.

The six-week

program begins Monday, Novemper 6th. Enroliment is
$15.00. The series will be taught by Glenda Pommerlch
Young. For details telephone 787- 8400.

follows:

|pro tournament

my first

with the company.

Correction

In the September issue, we printed in the Steve Sulli
interview by Carol Millerick that he won his first pro
tournament by beating Steve Keeley when he was 16 in
St. Louis. This was mconecl andshould have read as

Milleric—How old were you when you played your first

Sulli— | won my first Men's Open Title when | was 15
peating Clyde Senters in the final three games.

Sulli—| won my first Men's Open Title when | was 15
beating Clyde Senters in the fina| three games. |
played my first pro tournament.when | was 16, in St.
Louis, being beaten by Steve Keeley.
by Vittert when | was 17 and am still very much involved

| won

| was sponsored

tion.

5) Assistance with seed-

ing, which will soon consist
of computerized informa-
tion on tournament re-
sults, by player.

6) Assistance with
scheduling of each division.

T) Assistance from the
ISRA Referee’s comm-
ittee.

8) If desired, printed
tournament souvenir
shirts at $2.50 each.

For all this, the ISRA
charges the host club only
$ .50 per entrant, up to a
maximum of $100.00. This
fee is less than the cost
would be for the twelve
dozen balls, so the price for
sanctioning is worth the
investment on that point
alone.

That's what “Sanctioned
Tournament” means. It
also means a lot of hard
work for the ISRA, espec-
ially as the number of
events increases. But, let
me know what sanctioning
means to you. If you have
any ideas on how to im-
prove it, or if you have any
questions about it - drop a
line to: Jim Harper

¢/o Racquetball Today
- P.O. Box 1492
Melrose Park, Il. 60160

Oak Park-

River Forest

Adds Glass
Courts

The Oak Park River
[Forest Racquet Club, 301
'W. Lake St., Oak Park,
has announced the addition
of two new glass back-
walled courts to its exist-
ing 4-racquetball, 8-tennis
court facility.

According to manager
Ed Guarderas, the two
new courts, complete with
bleacher and balcony seat-
ing, will provide the near-
west suburbs with the un-
obstructed viewing capac-
ity needed for hosting maj-
or championship tourna-
ments.

Scheduled to open Nov.
30, the two new courts will
be utilized strictly for open
court time and social and
competitive programs,
such as the club’s challenge
courts, lessons, leagues,
parties, and, of course, all
tournaments.
Complementing
courts, the Oak Park club
offers its members a wide
variety of amenities, in-
cluding saunas, whirlpool,
exercise room, sun lamps,
free attended nursery,
spacious lounge with fire-
place; and a pro shop
stocked with the very lat-
est in racquetry chie.

For information on
membership, court time
availabilities, lessons, and
participation in club pro-
grams, call 386-2175.

its 14.

The English Spell It ““Racketball’’

Racketball in England

by Mort Leve

Two years ago Rex
Guppy, chairman of the
National Squash Federa-
tion came to America for a
first hand view of our
racquetball. I was pleased
to have Rex as my guest at
our Chicago seminar.

Back in England our
good friend relayed the
meteoric growth story of
our court game but with
economic conditions rather
chaotic the squash people
sidetracked any new and
larger sized court constr-
uction. Instead there has
been an introduction of
“RACKETBALL” in their
21 ft. wide, 32 ft. long
courts (American squash
courts are 18 ft. wide--
both brands do not play
ceiling).

Dunlop manufactured a
deader type ball for such
use and as Rex puts it,
“We are very excited
about Racketball as we feel
many will take the game
up once they try it out.
Women especially will en-
joy it because it is easier to
play than squash and men
will not have an advantage
over them. We want
squash courts to be used in
this country as much as
possible and by providing
two games that can be
played on the same court
we are widening the appeal
of squash clubs. Already
65 clubs affiliated to the
National Squash Federa-
tion are introducing Rack-

etball to their members."”
Just last month I was

invited to speak on racq-
uetball in America at the
NSF annual seminar/
meeting and was able to
get a real insight on the
English sports scene. The
confab was held at Bran-
don Hall in Coventry, some
90 mile drive from London.
Without or speed limits
and their driving on the
opposite side of foads I was
a bit queasy on the trip
with Rex and his son,

Chicago Metro
League Begins

Under the auspices of the
ISRA and League Director
Art Michaely, of the Buehler
Y.M.C.A., the Chicago
Metropolitan Racquetball
League commenced play on
Wednesday, October 11 for
its 6th season. Meetings
were held on September 20
to organize play for men and
women at various skill lev-
els. The Men’s league will
have three divisions again
this year. The A Division
will have eight or nine teams
and covers the entire Chi-
cago Metro area. There are
two B Divisions, North and
Central/South, with about
eight teams in each division.
Competition includes a dou-
ble round robin in each
division with a winner being
declared based on total
points at the end of the year.

At the end of the season
there will be a league playoff
in each division in the form
of a single elimination tourn-
ament. USRA rules will
govern all competition, with
the exception of a substitu-

tion rule in the doubles play.

Allison in their Jaguar.
At Brandon Hall there 1s
an adjacent six-court
squash club. The clubs in
England are either public
municipal operations or
what they term commerc-
ial. They are mostly
Spartan in facilities, all
with a licensed bar to give
more of the club atmos-
phere. Play periods are
only 45 minutes in length
and the court rates are
much lower than ours--
averaging between $2.50
and $3.00 per court reser-
vation time; along with $25
to $50 yearly minimum
memberships.

In my talk, after observ-
ing the squash court ac-
tion, both squash and rack-
etball, I frankly stated that
racquetball in the smaller
confined court is at best a
poor substitute. Even the
deader ball cannot com-
pensate for the short
length of the court. There
might be some usage of the
courts at “non-peak” hours
but they could probably
get that kind of play with
half court basketball, putt-
ing a portable standard
over the back wall.

What I did suggest and
felt most feasible, would be
the adding on of racquet-
ball courts to existing facil-
ities and giving the game
the real test. At worst the
courts could later be re-
modeled down to squash
size at no great expense if
racquetball fell flat on its
face.

Again, the economic pic-
ture is bleak in England
and the costs of construc-
tion would not be compen-
sated unless their court
rates were upped consid-
erably. Marketing condi-
tions vary from country to
country. Indoor tennis has
not been in the least suce-
essful in England. The
tennis buffs will play out-
doors, even in drizzling
rain.

Each contest will consist of
three singles matches and
one doubles match. In the
doubles match, players may
be substituted for by other
players who have not yet
played that night. Once a
player comes out, he may
not go back in. This can
provide an interesting strat-
egic approach to the match,
plt_ls being useful in case of
injury.

The Women's league has
combined A/B Division and
a C Division. In the first
round of play, all smgles
matches will be played in
both A/B and C, consisting
of five matches. In the
second round, the A/B Div-
ision will have three singles
and one doubles match.

This will give everyone in

the A/B Division the chance
to play singles, and some of
the more experienced play-

Badminton is very pop-
ular, and is played mainly
at public facilities. We saw
the game played at the
International Sports and
Leisure Exhibition held in
the giant Birmingham
convention hall. A court
was set up for combination
badminton/volleyball/and
basketball. We did hear
that one commercial
squash club is adding bad-
minton courts. There is a
lot of doubles played in
badminton and the play is
most exciting. Tam Tennis
Center here in Niles put
badminton on one of their
indoor tennis courts to get
some summer play last
year.

There are squash clubs
in hotels and one at the
London Heathrow Airport.
With many public facilities
there is much 18-21 age
play in squash and badmin-
ton.

One-final note. I travel-

ed on the special TWA
standby fare, and g

conditions are paramoun
in going that route. I
counted 32 hours of non-
sleep during my initial two
days and then had to “Que”
up at 5 a.m. at the London
TW A mid-town terminal to
get a seat, wait until 12:30
p.m. for departure and the
eight hour flight home.

The Australian racquet-
ball situation is much akin
to England’s. Squash is so
strong in both countries
that we don't anticipate
strong inroads being made.
Coupled with the economic
status it appears unlikely
that investors will clamor
to build larger courts.
There has been a spread-
ing of squash in Europe to
Sweden, Germany, France
and Italy. The only racq-
uetball private facility has
been announced for The
Hague and it will be inter-
esting to see how the game

catches on there. ‘

ers who like to play doubles
will have the opportunity to
indulge themselves in the
second round.

Art Michaely has devel-
oped an officials’clinic which
he will run at several of the
clubs entering the league.
Many of the women have
expressed interest in becom-
ing more knowledgeable in
the area of officiating. Art
will have a packet which he
gives to every participant
for the nominal cost of $1. It
includes rule books, score
cards and tips on refereeing.

The Women's league
commenced - play ‘on Wed-
nesday afternoon, October

11. Everyone is looking
forward to another success-
ful season in the Chicago
Metropolitan Racquetball
League.

FOR SALE: Sport Tred Court Surfacing. 4 feetwide-120
feet long. Perimeter is red — court is green. Call Mike
Macku or Donna Suffecool at 482-4800.
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VITTERT APPOINTS SENTERS MlEWEST SALE-S MGR

Clyde Senters has been named Midwest Regional
Sal_es Manager for Vittert Sports. To be based in
Chllc:.ago, Senters will supervise all Vittert sales
c‘twmes in a 14-state region, including lllinois,
Minnesota, Wisconsin, lowa, Missouri, Kansas, Ark-
nsas, Nebraska, Oklahoma, Missippi, Louisiana,
exas, North and South Dakota.
An avid racquetball player, Senters is currently a
member of the Board of Directors of the lllinois State
Racquetball Association (ISRA). On a national level,
fe is active in the United States Racquetball
sociation (USRA), having officiated at the nationals
une.
Senters, who graduated from lowa State University,
received his Master's Degree in Education from
Northern lllinois University. Prior to joining Vittert
Sports, he was an elementary school teacher and
principal in Glendale Heights, a Chicago suburb.
Vittert Sports, Ashland, Ohio, a member of the
Brown Group, Inc., St. Louis, is a major manufacturer
of racquetball and platform tennis equipment.
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The
Real
Winner

by Evonne Newman

Wth all the tournaments
taking place, most of the
recognition goes to the

winner of a particular
match. Very seldom is
anyone rewarded when

they aren't first or second.
During the last weekend in
September, a tournament
was held at Indian Trails
Court Club in South Chi-
cago Heights. This tourna-
ment was held in a beauti-
ful facility and very well
run. Although he was not
the first place winner in his
class trophy-wise, Harvey
Miller was surely number
one that day. Jim Hicks
presented Harvery with a
beautiful humanitarian
award for all he has con-
tributed to the sport of
racquetball. He spends
endless hours coaching
junior players because he
loves the game. He gives
of himself without expect-
ing anything in return.
This gesture by Jim Hicks
was very touching and
there was no doubt in any-
body’s mind who was real-
ly the winner that week-
end.

Don't be left out
in the cold.
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Hello, Bob? This 1is

Steve. I've been sitting at
work, totally frustated
from the day's disappoint-
ments and thought you
might enjoy banging it
around and working off
some tension. Great!!
Your club or mine? Super!
Say 8:30 p.m. O.K. See
you then. Bye. ’
A conversation, fictional
but typical, of many we
have all made at one time
or another, with little re-
gard to transportation of
the multitude of playing
partners available for us to
call, for we are able to
travel to Wheeling or Oak
Park as we see fit. The
Junior * Player does not
have this luxury, nor the
numbers to choose from as
playing partners, for mob-
ilitv adds to playing con-
tacts; nor the money to
partake in prime time
court fees. What happens
to our Junior player is a
concern to all parents who
have youngsters that wish
to be racquetball players,
whether their level of play
be equivalent to open or
novice players, whether
working to improve a game
or as a total social element
keeping the Junior Player
off the street.

JUNIOR—
-SQUARE
“"Mister, Can | Play?”

There are methods to be
taken that can enhance the
Junior’s position in our
racquetball community.
These are not guarantees
but suggestions for all
junior players and their
parents.”

1. Junior Playing Prices
« Contact all clubs surr-
ounding your residence for
junior policies on play.
Most clubs offer a discount
on court time for juniors
if they do not pre-reserve
court space. The fees vary
from $1.50 a player to '
the court rate.

2. Parent/junior walk-on
time

Clubs (not all) offer a Y2
price for parent, walk-on
rate for junior when play-
ing together. This can be
used for both parent and
child to practice their
game. One .player may
serve, the other return
service, each concentrat-
ing on their shot. Play can
be fun and beneficial to
both Parent and Child.

3. Instructional Programs

Contact the clubs to see
if there is an instructional
program for juniors. This
may not lead you to the
level of play desired, but
will indicate if the club has
an earnest desire for the

By Steve Boren

young player. This will
also assist you in finding a
club with future talent on
hand to be developed and
played.

4. Junior Leagues

Many clubs offer junior
leagues, with division ace-
ording to playing ability
and age brackets.

5. Junior Tournaments

Entering Junior Tourn-
aments can lead to new
friends and playing part-
ners from the same areas.
It will also indicate the
level of play the junior has
achieved in her/his play.

6. 1.S.R.A. Services

The ISRA or myself can
inform all -juniors of
players in their area. A
mailing list has been com-
prised of all tournament
entrants in the past year,
whether finishing first or
last. The list is continually
updated and names added
as they are called to my
attention (contact Steve
Boren at (312( 871-8300 or
write Steve in care of
Racquetball Today(.

Any other ideas, sugges-
tions, or comments are
always excepted and app-
reciated. Please write me
about this article or any

questions you have regard-

ing juniors.

Charlie Doubles Tournamesnt

Joliet, II. Oct. 15 -- A
casual, relaxed atmos-
phere prevailed at Charlie
Club’s First Annual
doubles Tournament this
weekend. There were 63
teams in 6 divisions of
play, with some brackets
playing single elimination
and some playing round-
robins if the draw was
low. The round robin
brackets frequenty turned
out to be the most fun
because each team gets a
chance to play all the other
teams.

In the Men’s Open there
was a fourteen team draw,
and Dennis McDowell and
Steve Butler outclassed
the field taking the title in
straight two-game match-
es.

Quarters

Dennis McDowell-Steve
Butler d. Harvey Miller-
Bob Slick, 21-8, 21-16.
Tom Kutas-John Amatulli
d. Dave Prym-Jerry Say-
ers, 21-11, 9-21, 11-3.

Bill Hoffman-Bob Deuster
d. Deutsch-Zickaur, 21-8,
21-8.

Clyde Senters-Ric Dern d.
Glen Gibellina-Lindsay
Eastman, 18-21, 21-20,
11-5.

Semi's
Mcdowell-Butler d. Kutas-
Amatulli, 21-17, 21-16.
Hoffman-Deuster d.
Senters-Dern, 21-4, 21-8.

Finals

McDowell-Butler d. Hoff-
man-Deuster, 21-14, 21-16.
3rd Place

Kutas-Amatulli

MEN’'S B

There was a six team draw
here, so round robin play
was in order. Again, there
were three very evenly
matched teams, but based
on total games won, Irwin
Kanefsky and Alan Katler
pulled out the victory.

First: Irwin KanefskyAlan
Katler

Second: Don Jenkins-Jack
Newman

Third: Jim Cartwright-
Marty Olson

Fourth: Randy Ashton-
Boris Carvallo

MEN'S C

Twenty-eight teams made
up this division, with num-
ber one seed Jennings and
Levy going all the way,
their only close encounter.
coming in the finals against
Marker and Mayer, 21-18,
21-20.

MEN'S SENIORS

This was an exciting round
robin event with five even-
ly matched teams. Tom
Street and Jordan Tilden
emerged victorious based
on total number of games
won.

First: Tom Street-Jordan
Tilden

Second: Bob Troyer-Ed
Lammersfeld

Third: Don Webb-Bill
Williamson

Fourth: Al Shetzer-Art
Michaely

Quarters

Jennings-Levy d. Hart-
Gilkerson, 21-13, 21-8.

~ Smith-Schneider d. Smith-

Hicks, 21-12, 21-0.
Marker-Mayer d. Bowes-
Gryzcak, 21-18, 21-19.
Delguidice-Pizza d. Steck-
Wakefield, 21-4, 21-8.

Semi’s
Jennings-Levy d. Smith-
Schneider, 21-3, 21-10.
Marker-Mayer d. Delguid-
ice-Pizza, 21-18, 21-8.

Finals
Jennings-Levy d. Marker-
Mayer, 21-18, 21-20.

3rd Place
Delguidice-Pizza d. Smigh-
Schneider, 21-19, 21-19.

WOMEN'’S OPEN

Julie Simon and Barb .

Larrain from Champaign
Teamed up to take the
round robin championship
in this division.

First: Julie Simon-Barb
Larrain
Second: Sue Sulli-Elena
Carbajal
Third: Kim Ruck-Jackie
Jost .

Fourth: Connie Godinez-
Marge Godinez

WOMEN'S B
In another round robin
division, Joan Azeka and

_Margaret Olawoye teamed

up to sweep all opponents
away for the champion-
ship.

First: Azeka-Olawoye
Second: Connie Volkadov-
Judy Danno

Third: ~Barbara Olson-
Donna Schwartz

Fourth: Pam Levy-Mary
Martin
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Nov. 1 - 5, 1978

51st. Nat'l YMCA Hand-
ball Championships

Site: Des Moines Central
YMCA

Contact: Orley Brown .
(515) 288-0131

*November 3, 4, 5, 1978
Forest View Open

Forest View Racquet Club
Arlington Heights, lllinois
Contact: Jeff Wilke
312-640-2574

*November 3, 4, 5, 1978
Wordtec Open

Louisville, Kentucky
Contact: David Fleishaker
502-585-5369

November 4-11, 1978

27th Annual |.H.A.
Contenders

Singles Handball Tournament
N.W. Suburban YMCA
Contact: Joe Ardito
312-673-4000

November 10, 11, 12, 1978
AMF Voit/Perrier Racq-
uetball Classic

Site: The Racquetball
Center - Atlanta, Georgia
Contact: Leslie Winter
(312) 329-0844

*November 10, 11, 12, 1978
Omni Tournament
Contact: Len Sporman
219-865-6969

*November 17, 18,19, 1978
Junior Fall Open
Northbrook Court House
Contact: Steve Boren
312-871-8300

*November 17, 18,19, 1978
Midwest Invitational
Mid-Town Court House
Contact: Bill Hoffman
312-787-8400

Dec. 1, 2, 3, 1978

AMF Voit/Datsun Racg-
uetball Clasic

Site: Westport Racquet
Club - St. Louis Missouri
Contact: Leslie Winter
(312) 329-0844

or

Dennis Kottkamp

(314) 569-0648

*December 1, 2, 3, 1978
American Cancer Society
1st Annual Open
Lehmann Courts
Contact: Joan Martin

312-372-0471

~ Subscribe to Racquetball Today

Tournamen

Schedule

Dec. 8, 9, 10, 1978

AMF Voit/Perrier Racg-
uetball Classic .

Site: Racquetball Club of
Ft. Worth, Texas
Contact: Leslie Winter
(312) 329-0844 or

Jayne Wallace

(213) 277-4654

5

"Ric Dern
(Photo by Art Shay)

* Indicates ISRA
Sanctioned Tournament

Dec. 15, 16, 17, 1978
AMF Voit/Datsun Racg-
uetball Classic

Site: Franklin Racquet
Club - Couthfielf, Mich.
Contact: Leslie Winter
(312) 329-0844

*April 5, 6, 7, 8, 1979
USRA Regional

Site: Madison, Wisconsin
Contact: Terry Fancher
312-673-4000

Mar. 29 - Apr. 1, 1979
USHA Masters Singles
Site: Minneapolis Athl.
Club

Contact: Hal Raether
(612) 339-3655

Mar. 22 - 25, 1979
USHA Central Regionals
Site: Killshot, Ltd.
Contact: Bob Koenig
(312) 893-9575

* March 9, 10, 11, 1979
YMCA State Doubles
Kankakee YMCA
Contact: John Jennings

815-933-1741 ‘

March 2, 3, 4, 1978

IRA State Singles

Site: To be announced
Contact: Luke St. Onge
901-274-2363

February 16, 17, 18, 1979
St. Valentine's Day
Massacre

Site: Killshot, Ltd.

*February 2, 3, 4, 1979
\llinois State Doubles
Site: To be announced

*January 19, 20, 21, 1979
Rockford Open

Site to be announced
Contact: Jeff Luedke
815-877-9549

*January 13, 14, 15, 1979
lllini Open

Champaign, lllinois
Contact: Paul Vinciguerra
217-384-7557

Jan. 12, 13, 14, 1979
AMF Voit/Perrier Racg-
uetball Classic - FINALS
Site: Supreme Court - Las .
Vegas, Nevada y
Contact: Leslie Winter
(312) 329-0844 or

Riva Peskoe

(212) 575-0270

Dec. 28 - 30, 1978

Nat'l Juniors-19 & under;
17 & under; 15’9 under
Site: Cincinnati

Contact: Vern Roberts,
Sr. (513) 381-7235

(USHA assist with travel
expenses).
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Referee’s
Corner

by Phil Simborg
V 7/ £ ”””””””l”’
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Anyone who has ever
participated in a racquet-
ball tournament has wit-
nessed some form of un-
sportsmanlike conduct.
Racquetball players are no
* worse than other athletes--
all forms of fierce competi-
tion tend to bring out the
worst in many people. The
problem is that racquetball
relies totallyon the referee
to control this very sensi-
tive and complex problem.

. My purpose in writing this
column is to give the
tournament referee some
insight th at will help him
identify the various types

unsportsmanlike con-
ét, and offer some tips
how to control it. From
my personal observations,
T have concluded that there
are basically 4 types of
“bad actors” prevalent at
the tournaments:

1) the loud, obnoxious,
screaming complainer--T'll
call him “Old Yeller";

2) the quiet little #&!1?/
who sneaks around the
court picking up double-
bounces and blocking his
opponent--I'll call him “Mr.
Mouse;"

3) the poised, positive,
cool dude who can quote
any rule backward and
forwards and never lets
the ref forget it---I'll call
him “Mr. Intimidator”;

4) the sly, reserved, ex-
perienced player who is a
master at stalling, screen-
ing, and blocking his opp-
onent in ways that are diff-
icult for the ref to detect,
much less call---I'll call him
“0ld Foxy.”

aBefore 1 get into a more

(‘ailed discussion of those
four characters, it's im-
portant to note that they
all have three things in
common: they're all recent
escapees from mental inst-
itutions; they come to all
the racquetball tourna-
ments because they're not
likely to be discovered
there; and, without know-
ing it, you might well be
one of them!

Old Yeller's problem
started the first time he
walked into a court and
heard a loud noise---it was
the door slamming closed.
He soon discovered that,
due to the accoustics of the
court, he could be almost
as loud and obnoxious as he
is in his bathroom. Old
Yeller is classically immat-
ure, egocentric, and para-
noid. He believes the ref-
eree is completely against
him, and he's sure the
tournament director in-
tentionally gave him the
toughest draw, the worst
ref, the worst court, and
the worst starting time on
Purpose. He complains

* bitterly, swears profusely,
appeals constantly, and is
Capable of throwing tan-
trums that a two year old
Would be proud of.

ortunately, the rules

Provide the reféree with
Some pretty effective tools

for dealing with Old Yeller:
_the ref can, and should,
ignore him as much as
possible, but if Old Yeller’s
antics begin to detract
from the fairness and en-
joyment of the match, the
ref can award a technical
(which costs him a point),
and if Old Yeller makes
noises or comments while
the ball is in play, the ref
can call an avoidable hin-
der (which costs Old Yeller
the rally). Unless Old
Yeller is totally unafraid of
being discovered by the
men in white, these penal-
ties should quiet him
down--but in extreme
cases, the referee, at his
discretion, may forfeit the
match in favor of his opp-
onent.

If Old Yeller turned to
crime, he would likely be
something very flamboy-
ant, like a bank robber,
whereas Mr. Mouse would
be a cat burglar. Mr.
Mouse is simply a nice,
quiet cheater. If you ask
him, he's never hit a ball on
the second bounce in his
life, and he never seems to
be watching when the ref

.makes a bad call in his
favor. He's gentleman
enough to let the ref know
that he was hit by the ball
that his opponent just kill-
ed. Mr. Mouse obviously
doesn’t have the outgoing
type of personality that
leads to the aggressive
play necessary to be a
winner, so he makes up for
his -shortcomings by any
form of cheating and de-
ception he can get away
with. Fortunately, after
the referee has recognized
that there's a Mr. Mouse in
the court, he can negate
his lack of ethies by watch-
‘ing him very closely, and
by having a tendancy to
call all the really close ones
in favor of his opponent.

Unlike Mr. Mouse, The
Great Intimidator can be
identified immediately. He
enters the court wearing a
diamond-studded warmup
suit, and when that comes
off he’s wearing a shirt
from a recent Pro-Stop
tournament with Marty
Hogan's autograph on tghe
collar. Everything he does.
during warmup is carefully
calculated to impress the
referee that he is truly an
important person: he
practices a behind-the-
back Z serve, he jokes with
many passers-by in the
stands, and he takes 15
minutes to select a ball.

During the referee’s pre-
match instructions, he's
quiet, courteous, even
bored; but when the|mat1§};
begins, watch out! .
befomes MISTER BIG:

THE GREAT INTIMID-
ATOR! He glares at you
with contempt and disgust

whenever you make a call

i i nd
that goes against h1m,:e'

if there's linesmen,
:appeal almost every call.
The Great Intimidator be-

;

Look OutFor
“Old Foxy”

lieves that he’s one of the
best referees in the
country, and he feels
cheated that he can’t have
himself to referee his own
matches.
for his feelings of being
“robbed”, he helps referee
his own match in a manner
Lh.at, he believes is quite
fair and objective: he'll
indicate he was screened
on every serve he can’t get
to; that he was hindered on
every pass shot hit by his
opponent; he'll help the ref
call skips (when his oppon-
ent hit the shot); and he's
quick to help the ref under-
stand when his opponent is
guilty of an avoidable hind-
er:

There is only one good
way to keep control of a
match that includes the
Great Intimidator, and
that is to refuse to be
intimidated! Certainly,
experience, and a good
understanding of the rules
will tend to give the ref the
confidence he needs to

‘remain unintimidated, but

even the most knowledg-
able, experienced referees
can become threatened and
defensive. Experienced or
not, the Great Intimidator
(and others) can be con-
trolled if the ref keeps
three important ideas in
mind: 1) as long as you
give the match your un-
divided attention, and try
to be fair, you are entitled
to make some bad calls---
everyone does. You won't
feel so bad, or defensive
when you're screamed at
for making a mistake if you
realize that you're allowed
to make some; 2) If you
make a call you're unsure
of, or one you think you
really might well have
blown, you should stick te
your call anyway. If you
give-in- to protests and
complaining, you are re-
warding and encouraging
poor sportsmanship. If
you're honest, the bad calls
will generally even them-
selves out; 3) if you find
yourself in a situation that
you truly cannot handle
SEEK HELP--it's a sign of

‘strength, not weakness, to

do so. If you're not sure of
the interpretation of a
rule, call a ref's timeout

To compensate-

and get the advice of the
tournament director, or, at
sanctioned tournaments,
find a visor-wearing mem-
ber of the ISRA Referee's
Committe. If you are
having a variety of prob-
lems, and you find the
match is getting out of
hand, you can request that
a member of the committee
finish calling that match
for you." You owe it to
yourself, and the players,
to get help in situations
that you can’t handle, and
you'll be respected for
doing it. When you agreed
to referee, you did not sign
a contract that said you
had to take insults and
abuse from players or
spectators, and, since no
one’s going to pay you (or
even thank you) when the
job is done, you are entitl-
ed to quit, providing you
do it through the proper
channels, being sure that
there is a replacement
available that is acceptable
to the officials.

Old Foxy is, by far, the
toughest to detect and the
toughest to handle. He can
usually be found lurking in
the Senior's qne Master’s
divisions, but I know many
A and B players that fit the
description well. Old Foxy
can really be a hell of a nice
guy, calling double bounc-
es on himself (when it’s
obvious), and he always
gives his opponent plenty
of room to shoot (when the
score is 20-3) --but watch
out--he's setting you up!
Old Foxy knows 17 ways to
hit a screen serve, and he
knows how to give his
opponent just enough room
to swing, but not enough
room to make a full swing.
Old Foxy is constantly
testing the referee’s limits:

how much can he crowd
his opponent before being
called? How much can he
screen the ball? How bad
can he footfault without
being called? He'll try
anything that might give
him an edge---he’s your
classic “edge artist.” He's
a master at stalling. He
does it because he needs
the rest, or because he
believes the change of pace
might distract or bother
his opponent, but mostly

------------------ D N I I I I I S Y

. ? HEALTH CLUBS ?

. Areyou in excellent physical condition? If
. not, here’s an opportunity to put yourself in
¢ better shape physically and/or financially.

: My company has products that deal with
:  the health industry (exercise and nutrition).

: | can show you how to put yourself in the
: best physical condition ever, in the conven-
. ience of your own home. In addition, | can
. also show you how to supplement your
! current earnings to the extent of $50 to
: $1000 per month. | need serious men and

! women who are able to

recognize an

: opportunity when it comes along. If

- 364-8107
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. BOB DOOGAN
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e does it just to see how
much he can get away
with. As fast as he is in
getting to the ball, it's
amazing how long it takes
him to get set for the
serve, get back from time-
outs, adjust his eyeguards,
and wipe up sweat from
the floor.

As with the Great Intim-
idator, a ref with consider-
able experience can best
handle Old Foxy, but there
hasn’t been the ref born
that can confidently keep
making one close call after
another, in split-second
situations, and be confi-
dent that every call was
correct. If you find your-
self reffing a match where
you seem to be faced with
having to decide one close
call after  another, the
chances are there's some-
one down in that court
that's intentionally making
those plays close. After
the ref comes to this con-
clusion, it becomes much
simpler to control the
match--just start making
calls against the one that
caused the play to get too
close. 0Old Foxy won't like
it when-you call an avoid-
able hinder on a gquestion-
able play, but he's far too
smart to keep testing a ref
that might “burn” him
when he does. You'll see
how quickly the entire
match changes as soon as
the players know that your
limits are constant, and
that if they “push” you,
they might get stung.
Controlling Old Foxy's
stalling shakes up his op-
ponent, to a reasonable ex-
tent, that's his problem.
Read the rules and do your
best to enforce the 30-
second time-outs, ete., and
envoke technicals and

technical warnings when
those limits are unreason-
ably abused. Most import-
antly, after you've recog-
nized theres an edge artist,
or Old Foxy, in the court,
you've already put your
mind on the alert and you
should be able to keep him
reasonably in check.

In conclusion, I must
issue what can only be
interpreted as a warningto
all tournament partic-
ipants. Due to the inc-
reasing number of entrants
at ISRA sanctioned tourn-
aments, and the complic-
ations that result from
trying to deal with such
large numbers of people,
we, the Officials of the
ISRA Referee's Committ-
ee, will not tolerate the
degree of blatant unsports-
manship that has, unfor-
tunately, existed in the
past. The Referee’s
Committee has been cau-
tioned to watch for, and
help the ref control unco-
operative persons; and
people who are excessive
in this manner run the risk
of being defaulted or sus-
pended or banned from
future tournaments.

Imust also offer here, an
apology to all women read-
ing this article. Because of
my own limited exper-
ience, I have consistantly
dealt with the male offen-
der for all of my examples
in this article. I want to
assure you that I am well
aware that women are, in
every way, man's equal
when it comes to unsports-
manlike conduct, and the
examples and suggestions
herein contained are equal-
ly applicable to all without
regard for sex, race, color,
or creed.

Tom Street

Alan Shetzer

S & S INSURANCE

Introducing Court-Pac
a Unique Insurance Package
for Racquetball and

Tennis Clubs.

570 East Higgins Road;
Elk Grove Village, lllinois 60007
312/439-3030
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18th District
Invitational

Vittert Sports and Court

Ventures, Ltd., rolled out
the red carpet for the boys
in blue and gave Chicago
area police personnel a
tournament so -impressive
that before it was over,
plans were being made for
the next one. The 18th
District Invitational was
on schedule throughout the
tournament, the T-shirts
were first quality and
uniquely designed, seeding
was expert, food and re-
freshments flowed all
weekend and virtually
every player left the tour-
nament asking when the
next one would be.

Mid-Town Court House
was the host site and
treated all the tournament
entrants as personal
guests up to the point of
coordinating tournament
hours with the entrants
offbeat work schedule.

The Vittert Gold Label
Blue Ball was used for all
the matches and proved to
be very popular among the
policemen. The loser of
every match was allowed
to keep the game ball.

Seeding, done by Tourn-
ament Director Velva Her-
aty and Commander Julian
Gallet of the CPD, proved
very accurate and every
seeded player reached the
semi’s and finals.

The official tournament
report is as follows:

OPEN DIVISION

1st Place - Terry Marker,
Dept. of Public Safety,
Northwestern University.
2nd Place - Inv. Roger
Shamley, Area 4 Robbery
Unit, CPD.

#3RD Place - Major Tony
Yucevicius, Cook County
Sheriff’'s Police.

4th Place - P.0. Allan
(Dan) Adams, Traffic Div.
(radar), CPD.

CONSOLATION DIV.

/ST Place - P.0. Walter S.
Byington, Vernon Hls. PD.
2nd Place - Commander
Julian Gallet, 23rd District
CPD.

“B"™-Division

1st Place - P.0. Aundre
Miller, 11th Dist. CPD.
2nd Place - P.O. Thomas
M. Shannon, 22nd Dist.
CPD.
#sRD Place - P.O. Michael
Shep, Evanston P.D,
4th Place - P.0. James
Paolello, 18th Dist. CPD.

CONSOLATION DIV.

1st Place - P.0. Robert
Dworak, 18th Dist. CPD.
2nd Place - P.0. John
Minor, 1st District, CPD.

“C" DIVISION

1st Place - Sgt. Alyce
Kelleher, Cook Cnty Sher-
iff’'s Police.

2nd Place - P.0. John
Mueller, Schaumburg Pol-
ice Department.

3rd Place - P.0. Peggy
Pastore, Cook
Sheriff’s Police.

4th Place - P.0O. Wayne
Micek. 20th Dist., CPD.

CONSOLATION DIV.
1st Place - P.0. Chuck

Santo, 18th District, CPD.
Sgt. Jim De
Intelligence Div.

2nd Place -
Gryse,
CPD.

SENIOR DIVISION
1st Place Inv.

Unit, CPD.

2nd Place - P.0. Ronald

Gorence, Area 2, CPD.

3rd Place P.0O. Confessor

3rd Place - P.0. Confessor

Troche, 18th District,
C.P.D.

4th Place - Lieut. Robert
R. Hanley, 22nd District,
.CPD.

CONSOLATION DIV.
1st Place - P.0. Thomas
Kopiczko, 18th District,
CPD.
2nd Place - Sgt. Bruce

Carter, 18th Dist., CPD.
MASTER DIVISION

1st Place - P.0. James E.
Riley, Unit 543 CPD.

2nd Place - Asst. Deputy
Supt. Robert E. Sheehan,
CPD.

3rd Place - Lieut. John
Mulkerin, Area 6 traffic,
CPD.

4th Place Sgt. Mike
Conforti, 18th District,
C.P.D.

CONSOLATION DIV.

1st Place - Sgt. Danny
Groth, 18th Dist., CPD.
%ND Place - Deputy Chief
Hartnett, Area 3, CPD.
One of the highlights of
the tournament was a live-
ly racquetball demonstra-
tion on Sunday between
Tom Street, president of
the Illinois State Racquet-
ball Association (ISRA)
and Glenda Young,
Woman's State Singles
Champ. This was followed
by a -charity challenge

~ court where Tom Street -

accepted challenges from
tournament entrants. Pro-
ceeds from the challenge
court went to The Hundred
Club of Cook County.
Sunday was also the day

John
Toenings, Area 6 Homicide

by Rosemary Ruane

Remember The 200 Mile
lub? Last month we
eported on this unique
rogram being conducted
t The Palos Racquetball
Club. This month we
ould like to congratulate
hirley Reineke who'is the
irst to qualify. Shirley
ttained her goal (205

iles) on Tuesday, Octo
er 17th. Next step - The
00 Mile Club!

The Court Club of Rich-
ton Park will host The

mber 24th. Divisions are
B & C for men and women;
open for handball. A
fitness class is held at the
club on Monday evenings
from 8:30 until 10:30. The
program includes racquet-
ball, calisthenics, general
exercise proper sleeping
habits and nutrition. In-
struction is given by Terry
Perkins, club manager,
and Sue Beran who is with
the physical education dep-
artment at Rich South
High School. Call 781-4055
for additional information.
Congratulations to Dave
Dohman who is the new
assistant manager at The
Evergreen Bath and Tenn-
is Club. Dohman, a hand-
ball champ, is a 1978
graduate of Lake Forest
College.

One free introductory
racquetball lesson is being
offered at The Oak Lawn
Racquet Club. Reservat-
ions are necessary. Call
499-3626 for complete in-
formation.

Can racquetball compete
with Monday night foot-
ball? According to Jenn-
ifer Wayt of The Chalet
Sports Core their Monday
night widows league is
booming. While the ladies
are improving their racq-
uetball game, the men are
watching (and enjoying)
football in the club’s Tie

—

. and show tickets to King

the door prize drawing was

Breaker Lounge.
held and forty-five super

Racquetball lessons, for

racquetball prizes were |children and adults, begin
handed out. The prizes Jon Monday, November
were: Three family mem- h13th at The Forest Grove
berships to The Court

Swim and Racquet Club.
House, each worth $65.00; }

A Tour
of the Courts

Call 991-4646 for complete
scheduling information.
We wish Bonnie Kortyow-
ski the best of luck as
Forest Grove’s new assist-
ant manager and racquet-
ball pro. Congratulations
to club members Ed and
Marianne (Gallagher) Sail-
sbury who were married
on October 28th. )

The Court Club Circuit
will hold their Turkey
Shoot Out Tolurnament on
November 18th (women)
and 19th (men) at .The
Glass Court Club and The
Olympian Court Club;
November 18th (men and
women) at The Downtown
Court Club; and Novem-
ber 25th (women) and 26th
(men) at The Evanston
Court Club. Congratul-
ations to John Lynch who
is the new manager and
racquetball pro at The
Glass Court Club.

APRO’s teachers clinic
will be held December 9th
and 10th. The program
will include the philosophy
and strategy of racquet-
ball, visual aids, and round
table discussions. For
more information please
refer to Chuck Sheftel’s
article in this issue.

Wishing the best to
Lucia Haas sho is the new
assistant manager at The
Western Racquetball Club
at Meadowbrook. Mem-
bers and their guests are
invited to attend the club’s
Mixed Doubles Disco and
Pizza Party on November
11th. Disco lessons will be
given by Steve Sieg.

Courts onn 22's racquet-
ball newcomers is current-
ly underway. The pro-
gram includes instruction
on the basics of racquet-
ball. Call the club for
detailed information and to
make your reservations.

The Tinley Park Racq:
etball Club hosted The
First Annual South West
Side Racquetball Tourna-
ment the week-end of Sep-
_tember 29th. First, sec-
ond, third, and fourth
place winners were:
Seniors - Jorden Tilden,

Bob Stoy, Marshall Waldo, Wednesday, November
and Ron Johnson. Open 22nd.
division - Jim Scheyer, Bob Racquetball lessons
Van Tuyle, Dennis Dasci, begin on November 1st at
Phil Simborg, and Edward The Hanover Park Rgcq-
Petroses. C division - Joe yet Club. Programs are for
Silius, John Vercillo, Ron ga]] levels. Children and
Gabrisko, and Jack Schry- adults.
er. . Bight racquetball courts
First, second, third, and gare currently under con-
fourth place winners at struction at Cimbalo Park,
Tinley Park’sFirst Annual 24th and Cortez, Melrose
Sharpshooters Women's Park. Tom Klein, recreat-
Open were: Open division jon director, expects the
- Judy, Sawicki, Maryann pew courts to be completed
Livingston, Linda February 1st. The Veter-
Schwartz, and Gigi Wieg- an’s Park District Sports
man. B division - Claudia Complex will also house a
Loizzo, Margaret Olawoye, museum pertaining to the
Joan Azeka, and Diane history of sports.
Gabrisko. C division - =
Kathy Roberts, Vicki Carr,
Kathy Chapman, and
Nancy Vilimek. N division
- Patti Burneson, Judy
Sands, Patricia Tarzon,.
and Carol Edgar. Winners
in both tournaments were

presented with trophies Tebeawal HoaRhRCIoRE T

and cash prizes. ;
The Charlie Club, 2701 ﬁ:s“:foat'b e(;fl“;g}ftm“ date

Black Road, Joliet, will The Oriontall Theatre
sponsor a Run for Cancer _ . recently declared a
on November 12th. Entry pa.¢ional landmark. The

fee is '$5.00; 516'00 day of Givic Towers, which hous-
race. The 10 kilometer run g The Oriental, willibe
;)“ edgm aﬁ. b U @M. 34ding a complete racquet-
proceeds will Be Even £ ball facility. Completion
ciety. Call (815) 7294508 goic 1o PSR St for esrly

for more information. The Quarter finals for
Miguel Guzman has rec- The Star Publication’s

ently joined the teaching o t of Stars will
staff at The Oakwood Rac- bgu{:ﬁmfﬂe :veek-e:dw:)f

quet Club. Miguel, who pecember 1st. Sites are:
startegl playing handball at ppe Olympian Court Club,
the age of 10, and won the gjlver Lake Country Club,
New York City’s Junior pne South Holland Courts,
High Handball Champion- 4,4 The Tinley Park Racq-
ship at the age of 14, will ¢¢hall Club. Finals will be

be giving handball and pelq Dedember 9th and
racquetball instructions on  10¢h at The Indian Tralk

Saturdays and Sundays. court b. This i
Call 336-7444 to make your noonl:am(::tli‘:m.ed A

reservations
0 L tournament open to  all
A racquetball exhibition players who are members

v{,i.“ be Il;eld LG LRl a club within The Star
Nlew b“q““ Club  in pypiication’s circulation.
ovember. Contact the por mere information call

Congratulations to -
Right Club’sdirector 05’
Kennedy and his wite,
Elaine, who will celebrate
their first wedding anniv-
ersary on November 18th.

Two racquethall courts
are under construction at

club for date and time.
Congratulations to Mike

Holtzman who recently Pleasesend your club news

joined the teaching staff.

Best wishes to Jeff Wilke, Today, P.0. Box 1492,
club manager, who will Melrose Park, Il.
celebrate his birthday on Attn: Rosemary Ruane.

755-6161. :
A A AARAARAAR

and photos to: Racquetball
60160.

two tickets to the 18th
District Promotional party
worth $50.00; Two dinner

Richard's Manor a $30.00
value; four $15.00 gift
certificates donated by
Morrie Mages Sports; six
Vittert Spitfire racquetball
racquets; six Vittert racq-
uetball bags; three ISRA
memberships worth $9.00
each; two personally auto-
graphed copies of The
Racquetball Book by Steve
Strandemo; ten subscrip-
tions to Racquetball To-
day; and ten Racquetball
Today T-shirts.

Because ot popular de-
mand, the second police
invitational racquetball
tournament is being plann-
ed for June, 1979, so save
up your time-due and plan
to spend a week-end with
your friends.

C Champ Alyce Kelleher accepting the trophy from Tournament
Chairman Assistant Deputy Superintendant Robert Sheehan.

(Photos by Sue Regio)

..............

c e amw e A

.

Mens

Evanston’s Terry Marker, winner of the
Open at

the 18th Distriét

Invitational. Presenting the trophy is

Assistant

Deputy Superintendant
I.{obert Shechan. .

. Y s s
TA L GAS CAR ST DT AT R A ety
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OLYMPIC RACQUETBALL CLUB, 9245 Calumet Av

Munster, Indiana. (219) 836-2000 and (312) 895-2550 1o,
deluxe concrete, "hardwood floor racquetball/handball
courts with non-glare lighting, air-conditioned and
humidity controlled for comfortable year round play
Sauna, steam room and hydro-theraputic whirlpool iﬁ
eac_:h locker room, 1/6 mile running track, 15 station
universal exercise machine, free attended children's
playroom._Pro shop, racquet rental, group and private
Iessc}:ns with experienced instructors. Open 7 days a
week.

L2 8 & ¢

KILLSHOT, LTD., 321 Edgewater Drive, Bloomingdale, Ill.
893-9575. 15 climate controlled racquetball/handBaII
courts, fully carpeted locker rooms; large co-ed
whirlpool, separate saunas, and massage rooms,
extensive exercise room, fully equipped pro shop,
attended nursery, spacious lounge with viewing gallery.
Horseshoe-shaped bar with 2 way fire-place. Private and

group lessons. General Manager/Head Pro: Don Jenkins.
Manager/Pro: Sue Sulli.

Jo ok Ak

PALOS RACQUETBALL CLUB, 11050 So. Roberts Rd.,
Palos Hills, Ill. 974-1900. Racquetball and handball on 15
regulation courts with non-glare lighting, air-conditioned
and humidity controlled for comfortable year round play.
Carpeted locker rooms, saunas, whirlpools, steamroom,

ing track and racquet rental. Open 7 days a week.
nager: Sue Stoner.

iiiversal exercise room, free attended nursery, pro shop,

ok &

FOREST VIEW RACQUET CLUB, 800 East Falcon
Drive, Arlington Hts., Il. 640-2574. 8 air-conditioned
racquetball/handball courts; 6 indoor tennis courts; 6
outdoor tennis courts. Separate saunas and whirl-
pools, men’'s and women’s locker rooms, attended
nursery. manager/head pro: Jeff Wilke. Racquetball
Pros: Mike Holtzman, Georgia Maskalunas.

* ok Ak

CHARLIE CLUB, 2701 Black Rd. Joliet. (815) 729-4503,
open 24 hrs. 7 days. Restaurant & Disco (open to
public), 8 racquetball/handball courts, 2 indoor tennis
courts wispecial “Sport Sod”, fully egpt men’s &
women’s exercise rooms w/Nautilus, Universal &
Paramount equip't; indoor swimming pool & jogging
track; one kilometer outdoor parcours; locker rooms
incl. saunas, steam rooms, massage showers, &
private Swedish massage. Sup'v nursery; members
over 18 yrs., Corp. memberships available.

ok kA

LINCOLN PARK COURT CLUB AT PIPER'S ALLEY,
North Avenue and Wells Street, Chicago. 943-2266. 12 air-
conditioned racquetball/handball courts, men's and
women’s saunas and whirlpools, executive conference
@ m. full service bar, exercise area, universal gym, free
Bnded nursery. Cut rate parking with direct entrance to
club. General manager: Sandy Feinglass.

COURTS ON 22, 2223 Half Day Rd., Bannockburn/
Deerfield, Il. 948-5330, 6 racquetball courts, 9 indoor
air-conditioned satin turf courts, whirlpools and
saunas, attended nursery.

£ 8.8 ¢ ¢

THE DEERFIELD COURTS, 455 Lake Cook Road,
Deerfield, Il 498-5121. 6 racquetball courts, 9 indoor
air-conditioned satin turf courts, 2 practice lanes,
whirlpool, sauna, and pro shop.

ok kA
WESTERN RACQUETBALL CLUB AT MEADOW-
BROOK, 6360 So. Belmont, Downers Grove, IL. 963-5100.
Racquetball and handball on 12 regulation courts with
non-glare lighting, a/c and humidity controlled for
comfortable year round play. Carpeted locker vooms,
sauna$, whirlpools, steam rooms, universal exercise
room, free attended nursery, pro shop,jogging track and
racquet rental. Group and private lessons with
experienced instructors. Open 7 days a week.
Manager/Pro: Marilynn Fisher.

: % % Ho ok

CHALET SPORTS CORE, 8300 South Wolf Road, Willow
Springs, Ill. 246-4031. 9 racquetball/handball courts (1
with glass back wall). Free attended nursery, carpeted
locker rooms* with showers, saunas, exercise room,
membership lounge, restaurant, and ice skating arena.

R 8 8.8 ¢
INDIAN TRAILS COURT CLUB, 3227 East End Ave.,
Corner Sauk Trail and East End, South Chicago Heights,
IL. 755-5500. Eight racquetball courts (5 glass), sauna,
whirlpool, and exercise room. Manager: John Brandley.

b 8 8 & 4
FOREST GROVE SWIM & RACQUET CLUB, 1760 No.
Hicks Rd., Palatine, IL. 991-4646. 4 racquetball/handball
courts; 8 indoor and 8 outdoor tennis courts; swimming
pool. Saunas, co-ed whirlpool, body shop, lessons and
leagues. General Manager and Sports Director: Chuck
Sheftel; Head Tennis Pro: Al Velasco.

*kAe &
LEHMANN COURTS, 2700 No. Lehmann Ct., Chicago, IL.
871-8300. 14 racquetball/handball courts, incl. 3 glass

exhibition courts, year round enclosed running track,
complete exercise room, cocktail lounge-heaith juice bar,

comp. nursery, and on-premise parking available. Mgr.:
Marilyn Gallo; head pro/activities director: Steve Boren.

R KA

HANOVER PARK RACQUET CLUB, 1919 Walnut,
Hanover Park, IL 837-6300. 4 racquetball/handball courts,
6 tennis courts, 3 platform tennis courts, saunas, co-ed
whirlpool, nursery and playroom for infants and children.
Manager: Rick Heroux; Racquetball Pro: Shar Klein.

* &k A

SUPREME COURT, One Virginia Rd., Crystal Lake, IL.
(815) 455-3330. 10 air-conditioned racquetball courts,
saunas, whirlpools, carpeted locker rooms, attended
nursery, fully equipped pro shop. Manager: Dick Olsen;
Pro: John Isaacson. 3

CLUB GUIDE

WIMBLEDON USA PALOS CLUB, 12221 S. Ridgeland,
Palos Heights, Ill. 389-9100. 5 handball/racquetball
courts; 9 indoor tennis courts; 2 outdoor tennis courts,
men's and women's saunas and whirlpools, exercise
room, free attended nursery, cocktail lounge, fireplace
lounge. Complete lesson programs. Manager: Dennis
Nauslar. Racquetball Pro: Jim Shields. Tennis Pro: Pete
Stearns.

ke

COVE COURTS, Finley and 22nd, Lombard, IL. 495-2285.
Hours 6:00 a.m. 'til midnight. Open 7 days. 8 regulations
racquetball/handball courts, each -individually climate
controlled wth non-glare lighting; viewing gallery; sauna;
exercise room; free attended nursery; pro shop. Complete
lesson programs. Manager/Head Pro: Glen Gibellina;
Assistant Pro: Joey Maggio.

Jokok

OAK PARK-RIVER FOREST RACQUET CLUB, 301 W.
Lake St., Oak Park, Ill. 386-2175. 6 racquetball/handball
courts (2 with glass backed walls), 8 tennis courts, air-
conditioned, saunas, co-ed whirlpool, exercise room,
fully equipped pro shop, free attended nursery.
Racquetball Pro: Sue Prisching. Tennis Pro: Leigh Oliver.

% %k &

SOUTH HOLLAND COURTS, 345 W. Taft Drive, (South
Holland Industrial Park), South Holland, Ill. 596-6606. 8
regulation racquetball/handball courts, free attended
nursery (9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.-Monday thru Friday),
carpeted locker rooms, saunas, whirlpools, T.V. lounge,
pro shop. Manager: Al Rago.

R % 2 &

FOUR FLAGGS COURT CLUB, 8245 Golf Rd., Niles, IL.
966-8787. 11 racquetball/handball courts (2 with glass-
backed walls for observation), second floor viewing area,
two lounges, free attended nursery, saunas, whirlpools.

Leagues, group and individual lessons available.

* KKk

TINLEY PARK RACQUETBALL CLUB, 17500 Duvan
Dr., Tinley Park, Il. 532-7900. Open 7 days - 6 a.m. to
12:00 a.m. 15 regulation racquetball/handball courts
with unique use of glass for uninterrupted playing and
viewing.  Luxurios health facilities incl. saunas}
steambath, whirlpools, Universal exercise areas. Free
attended nursery. Pro shop, racquet rental, complete
lessons program. Temperature controlled for comfort-
able year-rourd play. Home of the plush Prime Time
Lounge. Managed by Five Stars International Enter-
prises, Inc. Ass't. Mgr: Donna Sanda; A:;s't. Pro: Mary

Precht. -
2.8 8 8 ¢

INDIAN HEAD RACQUET CLUB. 6550 Joliet Rd.,
Countryside, |l 482-4800. 6 indoor tennis courts, 8
racquetball courts (opening Jan. '79), carpeted locker
rooms, whirlpools, saunas, steamroom, attended
nursery, complete pro shop, health club w/Nautilus
egpt. (opening Nov.'78); reciprocal memberships
w/Qak Park River Forest Racquet Club and Wimbledon
USA.

AT

by Lucia Haas

YOUR SERVICE

I suppose this column
could be entitled, “Remin-
iscing by a Former Travel-
ing Team Scout’ or “How
to Fill Two Traveling
Teams tn Two Days." Now
that the fall season has
arrived and our teams are
going great guns, I often
think of last winter when I
began my job as Program
Director at the Western
Racquetball Club.

Our club had just opened
and my boss thought we
should try to get together
some people for the Chic-
agoland Racquetball Asso-
ciation’s traaveling league.
It was easy to get men to
Join. All we did was put up
a few signs and they flock-
ed to sign up. That was a
cinch. Women, however,
weren't exactly beating
down the door to enter this
event. We had a total of 3
ladies who wanted to play

boss. ‘“Get me two more
‘B’ players.” said she, so I
began my hunt. (We
needed at least 5 warm
bodies to put together a
roster.)

Now you must under-
stand I didn’t know any-
thing about racquetball
when I started my job. _I'd
‘been busy directing
women’s tennis programs
for several years and felt I
could spot an intermediate
tennis player, but I sure
didn’t know how a Ladies
“B" racquetball player per-
formed. )

I started peering over
banisters overlooking
courts hoping to see a
potential Peggy Steding.
No luck. I took to hanging
around the locker room
hoping I would_ overhear
someone bragging a_bout
their years of experience
on the court. It didn't
work. As a matter of fa_ct.,

. I couldn’t .even determine

easily who was going on
the court and who was
coming off. All the ladies
were neat, dry, and not a
hair was out of place. I
became very discouraged.
It was obvious they were
all beginners.

Finally, my dream girl
arrived. I met her going
up the stairs and she was
one beautiful mess! Her
hair was wet and straggly,
her T shirt was soaked
with perspiration, and,
miracle of miracles, she
was even looking for a
band-aid because she had
injured her finger on the
court! I figured she had to
be tough. Before even
saying “Hi!” I grabbed her
and said, “How’d you like
to be on a traveling team?”
(A subtle person I am not).
She gave me a big smile
and said, “Sure, can my
friend join too?”.  Holy
cow, I had hit the jackpot
and had my five people.

They went on to attain
nothing that season in the
way of league champion-
ships, but we all went on to
become great friends.

I really got enthused
after finding those two and
decided I would also put
together a Women’s “C”
team. I figured that out
there somewhere among
those well-coifed lovelies
there were some potential-
ly nifty players. My prob-
lem was finding them. I
began asking women I
recognized if they'd like to
form a team and have lots
of fun playing some ladies
from other clubs. I
thought that sounded
pretty low-key and harm-
less. Many gals looked at
me as if I was insane, but I
persevered and got ten
women to sign up. Almost
all of them turned out to be
racquetball aficionados.
They started practicing
daily, improved their

games, but still lost almost
all their points when they
played their matches. Did
they ‘‘choke” during
matches? Yup! Did they
lose heart? Nope! They
just practiced harder and
you should see them today!
Last season they probably
won 3 points, but this
season they won 3 points
their first week of play!
There's no where to go
now but up.

They have improved as
racquetball players, and
they’ve also shown what
wonderful people they are.
They encourage, cheer for
and support one another.
It's a closely-knit group
and we're delighted to

have them represent our
club in the league. (ta-
cidentally, their hair gets
pretty messy now, too.)]

P.S. Remember my
three friends and. their
“Fall Fat Off" weight-r.--
ducing program that I tal c-
ed about last month? I
promised you a progre:s

report and here it is: Jo:n
has lost 3 pounds, Pam has
lost 4 pounds, and Punlie
has lost 8, gained 4, lost 2,
gained 1 for a present to. al
of 5 pounds lost. [If zou
knew Punkie you'd reai ze
that she mever does ary-
thing in an orthodox marn-
er, but she sure is fun tc be
around. |

on a Women’s “B” Team
@ one of them was my
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this new color catches the eye,
makes a quick target against

Gold Label Red — the proven %8
performer on the toughest courts.®

Either way it’s an expert’s: ch01‘
Because behind every Gold Label
Ball there’s a lot more than ‘meet:
the eye: precision manufacturl g
that produces the best combination
of liveliness, bounce, feel — plu
durability you can kill, klll
kill, kill, kill. P

ERY

Gold Lab

OFFICIAL 102 &5

.s.

i

o g °
Vittert the specialist. . . : J Vlttert

makes a complete line = :
of playing equipment. ® 2 member of Brown Grougp, Ine
See it in stores and clubs. 710 Orange St., Ashland, Ohic 44805




