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FROM BOB KENDLER 

Your Concerns 
Are My 
Concerns 
Dear Mr. Kendler: 

I am writing this letter to you to see if 
you will help the women racquetball 
players. I have just heard the proposals 
for the pro tour next season and am 
deeply disappointed . The proposal of 
only four tournaments for the women 
pros is a grevious setback for us and 
the promotion of racquetball . Also, 
separating the pro tour at this time 
could hurt racquetball . You are our only 
hope. You have defended and praised 
the women in your past editorials and 
kept us on the pro tour last year ~hen 
certain sponsors wanted us dropped . 
Again this year , we need your help to 
defend us and keep a strong women 's 
pro tour. 

The new proposals for next season 
provide the men with four times as 
much money and twice as many 
tournaments . This is not fair , equitable 
or justified . I don 't believe that the 
women must have the same amount of 
money but it should be a fair amount. 
As it stands now we would have almost 
$5000.00 per tournament which is fine . 
But we only would have four 
tournaments . This is wrong . We should 
have the same number of tournaments 
as the men and with reasonable prize 
money . With eight tournaments (same 
number as the men) the women 's pro 
tour would continue to grow and 
prosper. Four tournaments a year 
would only serve to set the women 
back and can hardly be considered a 
"pro tour ". 

I don 't believe that the time is right for 
separating the pro tours now . Tennis 
separated the men 's and women 's 
tours a few years ago and it almost 
broke both . tours . Tennis was a strong 
and well known sport that had been 
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around for dozens of years at that time. 
Yet the separation of the tours of this 
well known sport almost was a 
catastrophy. Racquetball is a growing 
sport but is still not very well known . 
There are many areas in the U.S. that 
have never heard of racquetball and it 
hasn 't even started to become a world 
class sport . The racquetball tour 
should be extremely strong and 
popular before it separates , in orde r to 
retain its strength. With both men and 
women the pro tour has a strong base 
to grow on . Now m ight be a good time 
to experiment with the tours . Hold the 
majority of tournaments together and 
have one or two separate to see the 
response. 

Even though I believe the tours should 
remain together the women can draw 
the crowds and provide a good exciting 
tournament alone. Th is is evident in the 
Women 's Invitationa l Tournament. 
This tournament has had standing 
room only each year it is played . Th is 
past year the tournament was held at 
an exclusive tennis and golf country 
club . The peop le at this club as well as 
town had never had much exposure to 
racquetball. Yet when the people saw 
the women play they were 
overwhelmed . The galleries were 
packed to the limit. The club was so 
impressed with the qu ality and calibe r 
of the women, that they immediately 
invited us back and are raising their 
own prize money to see to it we do 
come back . What better advertisement 
can racquetball have? 

The women's quality and superior play 
are a valuable advertising and 
promotional tool for racquetball and the 
N.R.C . We are never pampered at 
tournaments and I have yet to see a 
tournament where the women have 
caused problems of any kind . We have 
had little promotion, usually play on 

back courts at odd hours, with litt le 
prize money . Yet the women have 
ga ined strength in spite of this . A 
greater number of tournaments has 
been one of the big reasons for our 
growth . The men demand all the 
attention and favors at host clubs . Their 
sportsmansh ip is poor on and off the 
court. Thes e ant ics of the men often 
leave bad feelings at the host club after 
the tournament. The women players 
help to keep the quality and reputation 
of racquetball high . 

To keep new players com ing into the 
sport the old image of racquetball -
the smelly , dingy sweatboxes , and 
men only- must and is changing . The 
women pros have shown people that 
racquetball is a fun and exciting sport 
everyone can play . Racquetball has 
moved from dingy old gyms to posh 
new clubs . And who is keeping these 
clubs in bus iness? Women players 
who fill up those empty daytime hours . 
Women are fast becoming the majority 
of players . These women need to be 
able to see the top women 
racquetballers play. They learn from 
these women pros and the excitement 
and top skills of racquetball are 
promoted . 

The women are the people who will 
promote junior players as well. Mothers 
who enjoy racquetball will see to it that 
the kids play . They are the ones who 
cart the kids around and see to it that 
they play and practice . Look at our 
most skillful player right now - Marty 
Hogan . Who helped him develop and 
enjoy racquetball ? Mother - Goldie 
Hogan . Women pros help encourage 
women players and in turn women help 
the kids. 

Women sports are booming and the in 
thing now . This is the time to push 
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continued from page 4 

harder and increase the women's 
participation. This will keep or bring 
women into racquetball instead of 
other sports. The women pros do 
nothing but good for racquetball. To 
continue our growth and the growth of 
racquetball we must have a strong pro 
tour. This means having a fair amount 
of prize money for the women and 
having at least eight tournaments . The 
pro tour is one of the.best 
advertisements for new players . So a 
strong tour of both men and women is . 
needed. 

Mr. Kendler you have done so much for 
racquetball and the women and we 
really appreciate it. We now need your 
help again. The women are a strong 
asset to the pro tour . Please help us to 
continue to grow and stay that way . 

Best wishes, 
Janell Marriott 

Dear Janell: 

Thank you for writing my editorial. I 
thoroughly agree with the women's 
point of view . Maybe I should tell you I 
am madly in love with a gal named 
Evie, so it's not surprising that I 
welcome our ladies ideas. 

So that the record will ever be clear , I 
have never initiated any program that 
did not take into total consideration the 
women players. From time to time our 
sponsors suggest ideas for our 
consideration and it is up to me to 
determine which ones have merit. 

A new sponsor suggested the four 
YfOmen only pro tour stops and offered 
a limited amount of prize money . I 
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rebelled. For one thing I felt the number 
of women's tour stops should remain 
the same, - also the prize money 
increased. 

-The sponsor felt otherwise , but 
indicated we could add two more 
combined events provided it was at our 
own expense. This was just fine with 
me . As long as that was the only 
problem, I decided to add four instead 
of two, making everything nearly the 
same as before . 

That means there would be four joint 
tour stops and four separate . I like this 
idea , Janell for the following reasons . 

One day soon , I hope the women 's pro 
tour will be a distinctly separate event 
completely capable of standing on its 
own merit. I know the gals can do it and 

· if you are willing , - I'll help. I think you 
deserve a glory all your own, not 
wallowing in the shadows of men. 

On the other hand, I don 't think we 
should abruptly alter our present 
program until we have had more 
promotion . So think about four 
separate stops this year, perhaps six 
next year and go for broke the following 
year. I think we 'll be ready then , Janell. 

Perhaps the four separate tour stops 
next season will surprise us , - we just 
might want to take the plunge sooner. 
But we 'll never know unless we try . 

One of my favorite sayings is, .. God 
hates a coward ." I know the girls are 
not cowards. Everyone knows I admire 

them more than the men. I think it's 
harder for the female than it is for the 
male in every facet of life . So don 't 
worry about any man talking down your 
ideas . 

Simply put , - I'll do whatever is best 
for the sport, and that includes the 
women professionals . I honestly 
believe we should move tow ard an 
independent tour , a step I feel would 
show progress. 

Doing it unde r a gradual system would 
enable us to weigh the program 
carefully as we go along and allo w us to 
reta in our options as we plan the years 
ahead . 

One last thought. Don 't ever let 
anything keep you from 
commun icating directly with me , you or 
any other lady . You said you need my 
help, what you should have said is that I 
need your help. And I need your faith. 
Just tell me wh at's the most good for 
the players and I'll be at your side as I 
always have. 

" If ye keep my commandments , ye 
shall abide in my love ; even as I have 
kept my Fathe r's commandments , and 
abide in his lov e. These things hav e I 
spoken unto you , that my joy might 
remain in you, and that your joy mig ht 
be full . " • 

John15 :10, 11 

Lovingly , 
Bob Kendler 



the racquetb all surface 
solution ~~~~ · 

Maintenance free Dynaturf is a seamless 
synthetic elastomer sprayed in place and 
covered with a smooth urethane sealer . 
With twice the durability of wood, 
Dynaturf for racquetball is available in a 
full range of colors and color 
combinations . 

Dynaturf for racquetball, 
the revolution begins now. 

The Dynaturf Company, 
long recogn ized as the 

leader in tennis court surfacing 
is proud to announce a major 

breakthrough in racquetball surfacing. 

For years , racquetball club owners have 
had to endure the problems of wood 
floors . Warp ing , rotting , sanding and 
refinishing are just a few of the major 
problems that can make a club 
owner 's overhead skyrocket. 

For more information call us collect 
or write us today . 

The ~ Company • Box 2479 • Columbus , Ohio 43216 • Phone : 614-294 -3776 



FROM THE EDITOR CHUCK LEVE 

Television: 
The Last 
Hurdle 
As we begin the 1977- 78 season it 
appears that racquetball has only one 
more frontier to conquer, that of 
television . That frontier is like an 
uncivilized jungle to those not 
experienced in the ways and means of 
the T.V . world .Yet despite our lack of 
experience in such matters , the brash, 
little sport of racquetball, 5.5 million 
participants at latest count, is making a 
major push in this direction . 

The initial indications of our readiness 
to entertain television has come 
through the court clubs. More and more 
·facilities are erecting glass walls and 
the true visionists have put in or are 
capable of putting in glass port holes in 
the front wall. 

The ability to shoot cameras into the 
players without the problem of 
reflection makes televising racquetball 
an entirely new game. The use of slow 
motion, instant replay and expert 
analysis makes the action move from 
sport to poetry and back to sport again. 

Mission Cable 2, the independent 
station in San Diego , televised much of 
the National Championships live over 
their network and videotaped many of 
the matches as well, for editing and 
distribution . 

This was step one in our quest for full 
national coverage to major events . 
Mission Cable 2 Rroved to our 
organization and to the television 
industry that racquetball, despite the 
doubts, certainly is a sport that can be 
effectively televised . 

Step two, then is to erect a "television 
court," so that when complete 
coverage is desired by ·the networks we 
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have the necessary, profess ionally 
designed arena in which to showcase 
our sport . 

This step has been completed now at 
the King 's Racquetball Court in 
Westminster, California , a 19-court 
facility . King 's will be the site of the third 
pro tour stop this season, November 
10-13 . 

What owner E. 0 . Rodeffer and 
manager Chuck Hohl d id at King 's 
Court was go to Public Broadcasting 
Station KOCE in Huntington , Ca lifornia 
for some expert design advice . Based 
on this information, Rodeffer spent 
approximately $20 ,000 of additional 
funds to make the spectator court at his 
facility virtually ideal for television . 

Three full glass walls , (both sides and 
back) with permanent bleachers make 
viewing by almost 700 persons perfect. 
A port hole in the front wall makes 
additional television coverage 
excellent. And more than that , King 's 
Racquetball Court has already 
installed the necessary television trunk 
lines and hook ups , making the court 
ready-made for television . 

"All the T. V. crew has to do is pull up 
the truck and plug in, " said Rodeffer. 
" We have already absorbed the bulk of 
their cost . " 

To make the court even more 
. desirable, King 's is the first major 

facility to install the new Hawkeye 
Electronic system, to aid referees in 
making kill shot, foot fault and short 
serve calls. 

That brings us to step three , the actual 
coverage of an event. The N.R.C . has 
been in contact with stat ion WTTW , the 
Ch icago P.B.S. outlet. WTTW has 
seen a 27 minute prepared videotape 
of the Nationals (done by Mission 
Cable 2) and based on th at showi ng 
ha s expre ssed a des ire to cov er live , 
whatever Ch icago area stop there 
might be on the pro tour . 

However , before that might happen , 
KOCE in Hunt ington has already 
agreed to cover the pro tour stop at 
King 's Racquetball Court live . That 
means then , that the first live broadcast 
of racquetball will oc cur th is Nov ember . 

The work of the N.R.C. now begins . 
Our job , we feel , is to conv ince WTTW 
in Ch icago and any other P.B.S. 
stations to p ick up th e pro stop from 
KOCE in Huntington . If that can be 
done in ju st a few markets , w ith 
encourag ing results , the te lev ising of 
the Nationals this season , and 
perhaps the enti re tour ne xt year 
would be that much closer . 

I won 't predict that this time next year 
you and I will be sitting in ou r living 
rooms enjoying Hogan , Bled soe , 
Brumfield , et. al. do ing their thing . 

The reason I won 't predict that is 
because I know I won 't see it. I'll be in 
the referee 's chair . • 



ISN'T II 
TIME YOU 

TURNED PRO? 
With Saranac's R-70 PRO 
Look for 3aranac's PRO emblem on our 
famous racquetball glove acclaimed 
nationwide as the finest .. . "the choice 
of the pros!" 
The PRO is crafted from Saranac's own 
native deerskin .. . hand selected to be 
naturally light and tacky. Designed with 
a snug -fitting elastic and fully adjustable 
Velcro closure , the glove offers extra 

comfort and a feel 
of confidence. 

Saranac 
SARANAC GLOVE COMPANY 
P.O. BOX 786 GREEN BAY. WISCONSIN 54305 
PHONE: 414 / 435 -3737 



NATIONAL COMMISSIONER JOE ARDITO 

What A Ball 
We Had.!! 
You know, I'll never get over the thrill 
of seeing kids have a good time . The 
longer I live, the better it makes me feel. 
Well I sure felt good at the National 
Juniors. 

The task of taking in, caring for , and 
getting back 223 kids from 30 states 
and Canada is a job in itself . But 
managing to run a national 
championship tournament , make two 
trips (four bus loads) to Great America 
Theme Park, give top professional 
instruction and exhibitions , plus a 
banquet, souvenir shirts , free gym 
bags, eye guards, all meals paid for 
was a real task. 

The point is that for five days 223 kids 
had nothing but fun , racquetball and 
camaraderie . I was proud and 
privileged to be in charge of this 
tournament , and although it was no 
easy matter, it was certainly a job worth 
doing . 

The behavior of our . kids, staying at a 
beautiful Sheraton Hotel four and 
sometimes five in a room was 
exemplary . The Sheraton people told 
me that our group was well behaved , 
courteous and caused no damage . I 
couldn't believe my ears, at first. But 
after thinking about it a while I realized 
that these kids had taken to heart what 
we had been telling them . 

"Any one of you can ruin this fantastic 
tournament;" I preached the first day. 
"Maybe not for those already here , but 
for all those who haven't been here yet . 
The future years of this tournament 
depend on you." 

I guess my point came across . The kids 
were super. And talk about new faces, 
- they were all over the place. 

The ability of these kids is astounding, 
almost frightening . The style, fluidity, 
backhands and command of shots that 
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I witnessed truly was remarkable . 
Today 's juniors have at least a three to 
five year advantage ove r today 's top 
pros and I predict that by the time the se 
kids reach their early 20 's they wi ll 
make everybody forget about the 
heroes of the current tour . 

I enjoyed virtua lly all the matches but I 
was especially glad to see a 
tremendous young man like Larry 
Meyers win the Boys 17-and -Under 
division . Here is a kid who wa s seeded 
low (10th) and didn 't compl ain . He just 
went out and beat the numb ers seven , 
two and three seeds to reach the finals 
and then stopped numbe r one for the 
title. 

His on the court behavior was sup erb. 
He never once complained abou t a 
call , and there were plenty that went 
against him. He never once stalled . He 
never once tried to pick up an illeg al 
get. He was a perfect gentleman . 

Th is is the kind of court conduct that 
must begin with the juniors and 
continue as they progress into the 
open, pro and other age categories . 
The fact that almost all of the kids 
showed great sportsmanship, fine 
etiquette and genuine respect for each 
other 's ab ility , proves that the future for 
our sport is glowing. 

I m ight add tha t there was not one 
single injury in this tournament, despite 
the great variety in skill levels . There 
were plenty of safety hinders, and a 
multitude of close plays , but never 
once did any player take a shonhat 
could injure another with racquet or 
ball . 

Well done , everybody! 

I can 't say enough kind things abou t 
John Bartolo meo , the owner o f the host 
Everg reen Park Bath and Tennis Club 
and his sup erb manager, Ve rn 
Rob erts. T hese two guys were in ou r 
corn er the ent ire we ek and actua lly 
months before as we worked out the 
log istics of the event. 

Thei r staff , combine d wi th ou rs and the 
loyal Illino is State Racquetb all 
As soc iation proved to be the perfect 
combination of teamwo rk to get the job 
done . 

Imag ine hav ing over 200 kids running 
around yo ur fac ility fo r five days. An d 
Everg reen Park has eight ten nis courts 
that were booked as usua l dur ing the 
week as we ll. It was a fan tast ic gesture 
on the part o f the club owner and 
manage r to op en his facili ty to us . 

I ce rtainly hope that John and Vern feel 
as good about the ir part in making this 
event such a success as I know I fee l 
about ours . 

And now we head into the 1977- 78 
season fu ll force . It promise s to be the 
biggest year in our history , as we 
cont inue to grow by giant leaps . 

I know we at the U.S.R.A. have our 
work cut out for us . We'll be need ing 
you r help throughou t the year as we do 
our utmos t to pave the way fo r 
racquetball , - wh ich w ill tru ly become 
the sport of the 80 's. • 
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Dear Mr . Kendler: 

I cannot thank you enough for the book, 
magazine, bumper sticker and 
racquetballs that you sent. I played 
racquetball for the first time last 
Monday . It was so enjoyable that I 
returned to the courts Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday , as well . 
A lready it is apparent that my · 
backhand needs much work . 

Racquetball is certainly going to 
become a regular part of my weekly 
schedule. Mr. Kendler, it is because of 
you that I became introduced to th is 
great game . 

12 SEPTE MBER 

John Pastryk 
Nashville, Tenn . 

Dear Joe, Chuck and Terry : 

Just a short note to congratulate your 
efforts for the finest Junior Event in the 
history of Racquetball . The 
coordination and efficiency of every 
aspect of the tournament was 
outstanding and we feel the kids really 
enjoyed themselves and appreciated 
your efforts. 

On beha lf of the Leach players 
involve d, I would like to thank you for 
your gracious hospitality and hopef ully 
we will become a part of this event in 
the years to come . 

I would like to point out the fact that 
without Dan Bertolucci the tournament 
would not have been a success . Dan 

1 was an integral cog in the machinery 
that made the tournament run and 
should be congratulated for his hard 
work behind the scene .s. 

Once again, congratula tions on a fine 
tournament. 

John R. Weaver 
National Racquetball Clinic , Inc. 

Dear Joe : 

This letter is addresed to you because 
some of us know how hard you worked 
for the National Junior tournament. The 
standing ovation that you received at 
the banquet sent tears to the eyes of 
some of the parents that suddenly 
realized what people like you and Mr . 
Kendler are doing for racquetballers of 
all ages. 

As parents and racquetball players , 
both my wife and I thank you, the 
USAA , Chuck Leve , Tom Street 
and the Illinois State Racquetball 
Association for not only running a fine 
tournament, but for making it available 
to so many fine young men and 
women. 

Continued success in your endeavors . 
Let's make racque tball the number one 
sport in America . 

Armando and Miriam Armengol 
Champaign , Ill. 

Dear Joe: 

I would like to thank the U.S.R.A. and in 
particular Terry Fancher , Joe Ardito 
and Dan Bertolucci for their gracious 
hospitality and help during the Nat ional 
Juniors. It was a super job and a 
fantastic tournament. 

The winne rs were the boys and girls , all 
223 of them . 

Thanks again . 

J im Winterton 
Pres ident 

Upstate N.Y.R .B. Assn . 

Dear Mr. Ardito : 

I wanted to tell you of my appreciat ion 
along with the rest of the juniors for 
putting on such a fine racquetball 
tournament. My thanks to you 
espec ially , Joe , for having the patienc e 
and _giving up your time to put up with 
us. 

It was an experience that I myself will 
not forget for the rest of my life . Without 
people who care like you , Chuck 
Leve , Bob Kendler and Terry 
Fancher , the jun iors would neve r 
had the opportunity to meet with 
other kids and make new friend s. 

Thanks again to you and the U.S.R.A . 
for doing this for us. 

Larry Meyers 
Oceanside , Cal. 

" ... 
iii .. .. 
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Wedding ·be lls were ring ing July 10. I 
when Barbara Lynn Turcot and Chuck i 
Leve , the N. R. C. 's national director , 

were married in a garden ceremony at 
the home of the bride 's parents , Mr. 
and Mrs . Newton Turcot . Our newes t 

doubles team honeymooned 
in London . 





HEALTH VICTOR I. SPEAR, M.D. 

Understan ding Fatigue -
(an alter nate view) 
Editor's Note: 

From time to time in virtually all phases 
of life, well meaning and educated 
people have differences of opinion on 
the same subject. The editors of 
National Racquetball are not health 
experts, and those articles submitted 
for this section are sent to respected 
persons whose opinion we value. We 

. therefore present the following 
comment and article by a previous 
author, Dr . Victor I. Spear . The reader 
should compare this article with the 
article " Understanding Fatigue" in the 
May, 1977 issue and draw his own 
conclusions . 

14 SEPTEMBER 

Open Letter to National Racquetball 

Dear Chuck : 

Your magazine is much too good to 
allow Kenneth Carlson 's 
Understanding Fatigue to slide 
through unchallenged . It demands 
rebuttal. Please cons ider the following 
for publication. 

Victor I. Spear , M .D. 

Having carefully read Understanding 
Fatigue by Kenneth Carlson in the 
May, 1977 issue, my conclusion is that 
Mr . Carlson doesn 't! 

No less than six times he focuses on 
the disposal of " wastes " as the critical 
problem in fatigue . He equates the 
fatigue factor with the "concen trat ion of 
waste in the body tissues, " which the 
"muscular system will have more 
difficulty dealing with ." He then 
compounds the error by going on to 
say : "Oxygen is the key to delaying 
fatigue because it acts as an agent to 
reduce the buildup of waste in the body 
tissues." 

The last quote is at least a hal f-truth. 
Oxygen is the key, but Mr . Ca rlson 
blows the whole message with his 
"because" and onward. It seems so 
dramatic for the anti-fatigue battal ions 
to be faced with the crucial task of 
eliminating all those noxious poisons, 
toxins, ugly by-products , and various 
other wastes like some intricate 
dispose-all - but , alas, that's not 
where the problem lies. If it were , we 'd 
be researching for a muscular 
equivalent of a laxative . (Could it be 
that George Blanda and Gordie Howe 
are about to reveal that their secret is 
milk of magnesia?) 

Of course not. 

Understanding Action 

Consider the nature of a physical act, 
whether it be hitting a shot or taking a 
step . What happens to produce th is 
minor miracle? Think of it as the end 

result of a chain of events acco rding to 
the following seq uence: 
air • lungs • blood • muscle • action 
Now let's ana lyze each step in detail : 
1. Inhalation 
• of air, with oxygen , into the lungs 
2. Transfer 
• of oxygen through the membranes 
of the pulmonary alveoli (lung 
m ini-sacs ) into the capillary blood 
vessels. 
3 . Circulation 
• of the oxygen -sa turated blood, 
powered by the pump ing ac tion of the 
heart , to the muscles. 
4. Transfer 
• of oxygen from the blood into the 
muscle cells . 
5. Utilizat ion (Convers ion ) 
• by the musc le cells - a chem ical 
reaction w ith the oxygen, causing the 
muscle fiber to tw itch , or contract , and 
thereby pe rform the act. 

Understanding Reserve 

Where do conditioning and fat igue fit 
into this maze? To answer this we must 
digress brief ly into a discussion of the 
fundamental phys io logic pr inciple of 
RESERVE . . 

The human body , and life syste ms in 
general, function quite well at a level far 
be low operating capacity. In ot her 
words , our output rarely comes close to 
our potent ial in any of our systems , 
whether it be heart , lungs , kidneys , 
muscles or bra in. Take the kidneys for 
example : Under norma l condit ions , 
only 10% of the act ion potent ia l is 
utilized, and 90 % is held in reserve . 

The ratio may not be qu ite as 
staggering for muscle tissue , but the 
principle is the same . The abili ty to 
handle an increased load is inherent in 
every step of the above chain . Abi lity. 
But in order to have performance 
measure up to abil ity , we must face a 



few painful facts of life. The efficiency 
of the response t_o the challenge is 
proportional to the demand s regularly 
put on the system . Each can be 
increased dramatically - the lungs can 
be inspired (couldn't resist) to take in 
more units of air, the alveoli can 
transfer more units of oxygen to the 
blood , the heart can be stressed to 
pump faster and more forcefully, the 
capillaries can transf er more units to 
the muscle cells , and finally the muscle 
can convert more units into work. The 
capability is there. 

BUT . 

It is there only in theory , and can 't be 
fully realized untiJ adaptation has taken 
place - adaptation to a progressive 
series of greater and greater stimuli -
putting demands on all parts of the 
cha in. 

That's the meaning of conditioning . 

Understanding Conditioning 

It simply has nothing to do with the 
handling of wastes. Fatigue occurs 
with the breakdown , or falling behind, 
in any or all parts of the chain . We 
quickly get the message when the 
lungs , heart or muscle reach the 
current threshold of inability to handle 
the increased load put on the system. 
But waste disposal occurs after the 
fact, and is not an important part of the 
chain . Carlson : "A well-conditioned 
player is able to deal with fatigue since 
his muscles have the ability to 
dissipate waste at a faster rate. " 

NOT TRUE. 

The conditioned athlete differs in that 
he is able to deliver the potential 
energy to the muscle better, and utilize 
it more efficiently . DELIVERY and 
UTILIZATION - not disposal. 

Let's examine the chain in reverse. In 
the process of conditioning, the muscle 
cells " learn" to function better, putting 
out more work on demand. This puts 
less pressure on the capillaries for 

oxygen transfer, which in turn puts less 
stress on the heart to get the blood 
there in the firs t place. Backing up 
another step, there is less need for the 
lungs to gulp air for oxygen transfer to 
the blood stream . Conditioning 
increases the efficiency of the who le 
machine. We take fewer breaths, fewer 
heart beats , and fewer muscle 
contractions to perform the same task . 

Goodbye , fatigue! Hello, fluid motion! 

As his final insult, Mr . Carlson wses Dr. 
Kenneth Cooper , of Aerobics fame, as 
a reference. The irony is that the 
selected quote is a direct refutation of 
Carlson 's own thesis . (Cooper) : 
"During an exhausting match a 
conditioned player may process 
nearly twice as much air per minute as 
an unconditioned player , provid ing the 
body with the extra oxygen necessary 
for the energy produc ing process ." 
Note that Dr. Cooper refers to oxygen 
for energy producing rather than 
waste disposing . 

The poorly conditioned "athlete," 
sucking wind, heart pounding, muscles 
failing , hardly has a problem with waste 
disposal. He may be wasted , but waste 
isn't his problem . His body isn't putting 
out much work, so there is 
comparatively less metabolic waste 
resulting. 

In summary, I have no quarrel with the 
need for conditioning in racquetball. 
Indeed, it can hardly be 
overemphasized . Fatigue is the 
greatest potential obstacle to the 
asp iring racquetball player. But we 
make progress only through 
understanding - and the better we 
understand the ways and means of 
fatigue - the better we will be able to 
cope sensibly with the problem. 

UNDERSTAND.• 
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TOURNAMENT RESULTS 

How 223 Pl yers 
Won The Juniors 
The National Juniors Championships 
are over. Thirty kids in five age groups 
took home trophies . But the real 
winners were all the players , 223 from 
30 states and Canada, who enjoyed 
the thrills, fun, excitement and 
competition of their own National 
Championship tournament. 

At the eight glass courts, including one 
with a full glass side and back wall , at 
the Evergreen Park Bath and Tennis 
Club in suburban Chicago , play went 
on everyday July 27-31 , showcasing 
the best young racquetball talent ever 
assembled . 

The tournament, which cost over 
$30,000 ; was exceptional in the 
amenities and benefits, most of them 
unheard of in modern tournament play. 

Each participant was met at O'Hare 
International Airport in Chicago and 
once he or she stepped off a plane , 
they were taken care of -
transportation, meals, 
accommodations hotel, and 
entertainment. 

And perhaps the enterta inment is what 
should have been at the top of the list. 
For two days , bus loads of racquetball 
juniors were taken to Marriott's Great 
America Theme Park in Gurnee, 
Illinois . There they enjoyed the rides, 
games and outdoor attractions that 
millions experience annually. 

"I' ve never seen a bunch of kids have 
so much fun, " said Joe Ardito, the 
U.S.R.A.'s National Commissioner , 
who headed the tournament. "They 
came from all corners of the cont inent , 
with one thought in mind , - to have a 
good time. We did our best to give it to 
them." 

With some of the players tra'(eling 
thousands of miles from home, the 
U.S .R.A., with the tremendous help of 
the Illinois Racquetball ~ssociation, 

16 SEPTEMBER 

managed to house them all, four or five 
in a room , at the Sheraton Towers just 
a few miles from the club . 

"'They had a ball ," said Ard ito. "And 
after talking to the hotel management , 
we found out that virtually all of our 
players were well beh aved. " 

The Great America trips, half the kids 
on Thursday , the other half Friday , was 
the entertainment highlight , but by no 
means all that the playe rs received . 
Another big part of the tournam ent was 
the partic ipation of a group of touring 
professionals . 

Led by number one ranked Marty 
Hogan , four Leach pros conducted 
clinics and dai ly exhibitions for the 
players as well as acting as 
chaperones. Rich ard Wagner , Steve 
Serot , and Ben Koltun were the other 
pros , who were in turn chap eroned by 
John Weaver , the director of National 
Racquetball Clin ics, Inc. 

"The tournament was meant to be a 
learning process ," said U.S.R.A . 
Nat ional Coord ina tor Terry Fancher . 
"The help provided by the pros was of 
great importance. " 

Leach, along with Seamco Sport ing 
Goods , each donated $10,0 00 toward 
the tournament ,' with the U.S.R .A. 's 
president Bob Kendler, picking up the 
remainder of the tab . 

''There 's no question that this was the 
finest junior's tournament ever held , " 
said Kendler . "ft may have been the 
finest tournament of any kind ." 

Along with all th is, the players also 
received beautiful souvenir shirts, gym 
bags , eye g·uards , bumper stickers , 
and copies of Steve Keeley's The 
Complete Book of Racqu etball. 

Saturday night , following a banquet, 
The Great Lester, well known 
ventriloquist and puppeteer performed 
for the crowd , including parents and 
guests . 

On the court there we re some fantastic 
matches , a great number of upsets , 
and superb play. Based on this 
tournament , today 's pros better stay in 
shape, because tomorrow 's pros are 
not that far beh ind them . 

The surprise winner in the 
17-and-Under Boys division was Larry 
Meyers , an Ocean side, California 
native, who came through the 
super-tough bottom bracket to take the 
coveted title from Mike Yellen. Yellen , 
from Southfield , Michigan, was the 
division's top seeded player. 

In the Girls 17-and-Under numbe r one 
ranked Jam ie Abbott , Great Falls, 
Montana captured the tit le, stopp ing 
Laura Martino , Fountain Valley, 
California in the finals . 

To show the growth of racquetball 
among young ladies , a full round of 17 
players in this bracket , plus the 16 in 
Girls 14-and-Under made 33 girls 
competing, - compared to three in last 
year 's tournament. 
Perhaps the best racquetb all play 
comparatively, was in the Boys 
15-and-Under fina ls, where Craig 
Davidson, another Oce ans ide , 
California racquetballer , stopped St. 
Louis ' Doug Cohen , in an excit ing three 
game battle . 

The Girls 14-and-Under was won by a 
familiar racquetball name, Hogan , -
Linda that is, who capt ured the 
champ ionsh ip over Bobbi Brennan , 
Frankfort , Kentucky . Now that Linda 
has a national tit le to her cred it she will 
no longer be known as Marty 's siste r. 

In the Boys-13-and-Under top seeded 
John Klearman took the title , stopping 
St. Paul's Hart Johnson in the 
championship match. Klearman was 
one of three St. Louis fina lists . 

Conso lation play was a big part of the 
tournament , ensuring every p~rticipant 



With Yellen behin d him, Meyers drop s dow n to go for the bo ttom board. 

NATIONAL RACQUETBALL 17 



Yellen follows through with a backhand in the 
Boys 17-and-under finals . Note the ball on 

Meyer·s forehand. 

of at least two matches . In tourneys 
such as the Juniors, where abilities are 
sometimes an unknown quantity, 
consolation play allows those players 
who may have received poor draws a 
chance to continue play. 

So it was here, as some fine players 
wound up winning the consolation 
divisions . · 

New Hampshire's only ~ntry in the 
tournament, Bruce Christensen from 
Amherst stopped Steve Elia, 
Hawthorne, New Jersey 21-12 , 21-14 
for the Boys 17-and-Under consolation 
championship . 

The only local winner, Highland Park, 
Illinois' Bret Carl took the Boys 
15-and-Under consolation title, 
defeating Bill Gamble, Cordova, 
Tennessee 21-12, 17-21 , 11-3. 

Another ·Cordovan, Steve Gregg 
captured the Boys 13-and-Under 
consolation by knocking off 
Milwaukee's Mike Manning in the finals 
21-10,21-11 . . . 
Janet Johnson, South Burlington, 
Vermont took the Girls 17-and-Under 
consolation victory stopping Sheryl 
Slazas, Park Ridge, Illinois 21-11 , 
21-6. 

And in the Girls 14-and-Under 
consolation, Virginia Waldro"n, 
Sheboygan, Wisconsin defeated 
Debbie Loicano, Morton Grove, Illinois 
21-6, 21-1. 

The prestigous Boys 17-and-Under 
bracket, which annually graduates its 
winner to the pro tour, may have more 
than one graduate this time. Against 
overwhelming odds, Meyers grabbed 
the title 11-21, 21-13, 11-8 . 

In a match which was expected to be all 
Yellen, especially with Mike's pro tour 
experience last season, the first game 
gave no indication that anything was 
amiss. 

18 SEPTEMBER 

Breaking from an early 5-all tie , Yellen 
ran five points, primarily on Meyers 
errors to take a 10-5 lead , which he 
held to 15-10. Meyers, whose forte is 
soft kills into both corners, was not able 
to mount a serious offensive threat. 
Yellen was successful in keeping Larry 
deep with series of cross court and V 
passes, especially to the forehand 
side. 

Finally Yellen cranked up his high ly 
touted offensive game and took a 
15-11 advantage to 21, scoring the last 
six points of the game without losing 
service . 

But a funny thing happened to Yellen in 
the second game, - he got cocky . 
Pretending he was on the pro tour, 
Mike began playing games within the 
game, - excessive floor wiping, 
delays of game , crowding, stares and 

. grimaces, and playing the prim a donna 
role perfectly . Except Meyers ignored 
it. 

The key to the second game was early, 
when Meyers, holding an 8-5 lead, was 
unable to score four times at 8 . But 
Larry did the next best thing , - he held 

Yellen scoreless during the same 
period, until he broke further ahead 
tally ing four times in the ninth inning to 
take the big 12-5 lead . 

Although Yellen closed to 8-12, Meyers 
jumped back out to a 14-8 advantage 
and Mike never got closer to within six 
the rest of the way . 

So into the tie-breaker the two 
youngsters went, Yellen driving the ball 
cross court and down the line, Meyers 
going to the ceiling and shooting the 
corners. 

Yellen continued to attempt the 
psyching maneuvers on Meyers , who 
was totally unpsychable . With the 
serve at 3-2, Larry hit a perfect 
backhand soft pinch kill into the left 
corner for his fourth point, and with 
Yellen leaning backward followed it 
with a deep court backhand kill off a 
ceiling ball. A few seconds later Larry 
hit another backhand soft kill for his 
sixth point, and an unnerved Yellen 
skipped in a serve for the seventh . 

Two innings later at 7-3, Meyers made 
a run for 11. A surp rise drive serve to 

• 



"the right got him an ace and 8. A 
iorehand right corner re-kill made 9 and 
i orce d Yellen 's first time out. A Ye llen 
backhan d skip off the serve made it 
10-3 and with momentum now puMing 
Meyers toward 11 like a huge magnet, 
- he almost blew the match . 

He called a time out. 

"I don 't know what I was doing ," said 
Larry later. "I thought I'd let Mike think 
about it. I suppose it was a mistake ." 

It was , as Yellen used the time to 
re-group and forced a Meyers 
backhand error to re-gai n the serve at 
3-10. 

But still he couldn 't score , but then 
neither coul d Meyers as they traded 
serves tw ice at 10-3 . Yellen got one 
back for 10-4 and continued to hold as 
the highly pro-Meyers crowd 
murmured nervo usly . 

Soon it was 5-10 as Meyers skipped a 
forehand, then 6-10 as Yellen killed a 
deep court backhand off a ceiling ball. 
When Larry shot and missed a back 
wall set up off a serve for 7-10, he 
wisely ca lled his last time out. 

Sti ll serving, Yellen caught a break , 
hitti ng a crack in the side wall on a front 
wa ll-right side wall kill to make it 8-10 . 
Meyers finally got the serve back with a 
backhand three-quarters court kill. 

It seemed like ages ago that Larry had 
been serving at 10-3 with the match 
bare ly in doubt. Now here he was six 
serves later, know ing that he'd better 
get that last one now , for he might 
never get the chance again. He did. 

It was Yellen who gambled, taking a 
ceiling ball that came off the back wall 
and going for broke, a kil l attempt into 
the right corner with his forehand. The 

kill wasn't there, howeve r, and the ball 
stayed up long enough for Meyers to hit 
his forehand re-kill, another soft shot 
into the right corner to take the match 
and title 11-8 . 

"His antics didn 't bother me," said 
Meyers . "In fact I think they took away 
his concentration ." 

In the 17-and-Under Boys semi-fina ls, 
Meyers , who had upset number two 
seed Jeff Larson in the quarters, met 
Bobby Bolan, the thin Tempe, Arizonan 
another of the pre-tournament 
favorites . 

Bolan is a hard-hitting serve and 
shooter , who rides his ho't streaks and 
tries to overcome his cold ones . 
Meyers, on the other hand, plays a 
steady, if not flashy game . 

Bolan raced to an early first game lead , 
taking a 7-0 advantage after four 

he Pied Piper of Rochester 
Rochester, New York 's A 
racquetball players all had a part in 
the National Juniors, though only 
one of them traveled the 587 miles 
to the tournament. 

The city's top players rallied round 
the cause last spring when Jim 
Winterton , newly named chairman 
of the Upstate Racquetball 
Association, announced that the 
Rochester Juniors wanted to pay 
their own way to the Evergreen Park 
matches . The group decided on a 
raffle, charged one dollar a chance 
on two racquets and a gym bag , and 
raised $520 by selling tickets. 

" We sold them mostly to A players 
who are -friends of mine," said 
Winterton . 

That money, plus the U.S .R.A .'s 
travel allowances bought the round 
trip plane tickets for Winterton and 
six Rochester boys, ages ranging 
from12to16. 

Winterton could be called the Pied 
Piper of Rochester racquetball. The 
kids he leads onto a court end up 
hooked on the game-many 
become daily players . 

Thirty-year-old Winterton, now head 
pro at Rochester's new Winton 
Racquetball Club , had instructed 
racquetball in his town's Jewish 
Community Center and YMCA the 
last four years. That's how long he 's 
been teaching seventh grade 
English at the French Road Middle 
School. 

The two occupations go hand in 
hand for Winterton, third ranking 
player in the state of New York. 

"If I have any kids with problems in 
class, I bring them to the 
racquetball courts, " he said. "They 
see me in another role-they see me 
pay my own money for a guest 

pass-they know I care. Every kid 
I've played racquetball with has 
improved in class ." 

Winterton's stint last year as 
Brighton High School's freshman 
football coach also produced some 
fine racquetball players. Like 
quarterback Steve Rosenbloom, 
part of the Rochester contingent to 
the Junior Nationals . 

Steve, 15, and fellow-players Brian 
Goldstein, 16, and Mark Levine, 13, 
call Winterton "a tough teacher who 
never yells." And, like seasoned 
pros, they add "we owe all our 
success to Mr . Winterton." 

To prepare the boys for the National 
Juniors Winterton set up a training 
program that included running and 
individual practice on shots. At least 
once a week each junior got to play 
with Winterton or with another A 
player. 
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innings . Meyers came back to 3-8, but 
another Bolan burst made it 12-3, 
seemingly in total control. 

But as hot as Bobby was , he turned 
freezer cold in a matter of seconds . 
Meyers ran 12 points in the next inning 
to totally overcome the 9 point deficit , 
and then three innings later added 
three more , making it 18-12 . 

Nine times Bolan served at 12 without 
scoring . Finally he hit the board with 
two in the 21st inning , but it was 19-12 
by then and Meyers went out with two 
kills to take the game . 

Game two was the opposite . It was 
Meyers who jumped ahead early , 4-1 , 
7-2 , 10-2 and Bolan who came back, 
4-12, 7-12, 11-14 until finally ty ing the 
match at 17-all . 

But two kills and an unforced error on a 
ceiling ball gave Meyers the 20-17 

lead, and Bolan was able to tally only 
one in his half inning, on a pass left. 

Finally the match went to Meyers on a 
V-pass to the left, a perfect winner . 

In the upper bracket semi-final Yellen 
encounte red the gutty Scot Davidson , 
another Oceanside , Californian . In the 
first game Davidson played tough , and 
actually held a lead during the m iddle of 
the game , when Yellen caught him at 
18 and took command with his brill iant 
passing game to score a 21-18 win. 

Having put everyth ing he had into the 
first game , Scot couldn 't generate the 
momentum at all in the second , and 
Yellen took an easy 21-15 victory . 

Two of the quarter-final matches went 
three games , including Meyers 
surpr ising victory over Larson , the 
power -hitter from Vancouver, 
Wash ington . Again , it was Meyers 

patience and cool that spel led victory , 
taking game one 21-14, dropping the 
second by the same score and then 
blasting his way in the tie-breaker to an 
11-0 win . 

Davidson had a super match with 
another Californian , Santa Clara's 
Scott Hawkins . That one was 21-20 , 
17-21, 11-6 as both players pushed 
themselves to the limit. 

The other two quarters were routine , 
Yellen 's 21-13, 21-11 victory over 
Beave r Wickham , again Oceansid e, 
Cali forn ia and Bolan's 21- 17, 21-14 
decision over Cincinnati' s Larry Fox , a 
match which was clos er th an even the 
scores indicate . 

In the Girls 17-and-Unde r, Abbott , the 
expected winner did so , although it was 
ironic that the only thre e game match in 
this entire bracket was her quarter-final 

Before the first match Jim Winterton gives a verbal warm -up to his Rochester , N. Y., crew (I. to 
r.) Jack Doi/Inger, 15; Steve Rosenbloom, 15; Peter Blues tone , 12; Brian Goldstein, 16; Mark 

Levine, 13, and John DiNardo , 14. 

"Mark McCarthy , who was a club 
pro , and Laverne Dick inson , who 
teaches high school math , put in a 
lot of hours playing with the boys ," 
Winterton says . 

Married and the father of a 
three-year-old son, Rochester's 
most devoted racquetball player 
learned the game in its early 
days-"in the Air Force in 1968, 
playing with the original blue Joe 
Sobek ball. " As the sport continues 
to grow, Winterton hopes to draw 
more juniors into the game . 

"At the 1978 Nationals I hope we 'll 
be bringing along some new faces . 
We're trying to get more kids 
involved and I'm encouraging three 
or four girls who are good in 
gymnastics. Just like the 
boys-when I put them on the court, 
they can't get enough of the game. " • 



win aga inst Barbara Faulkenberry , 
Clearwater, Florida . 

"/ was a little bit scared, " said Abbott, a 
smooth southpaw, "but I maintained 
my composure in the next two games." 

That she did coming from her first 
game 18-21 loss and taking the next 
two 21-7, 11-0 . 

The championship match against 
Martino was close in the first game with 
ties at 2, 5, 6, 8 and 9. Then a five point 
inning , three Martino errors, an Abbott 
kill and pass made it 13-9 for Jamie , a 
lead which was closed two innings later 
to 13-11. 

But that was the last point Laura tallied 
as Abbott kept the pressure on, forcing 

errors and shooting well when she got 
the chance, for a 21-11 first game win. 

Game two was similar in pattern as 
Abbott took a 7-all tie and ran to 14-7 by 
holding Laura scoreless over eight 
consecutive innings. 

When Martino closed to within 10-16 , 
Jamie called time out to re-group and 
proceed to score four unanswered 
points and coast home 21-14 . Match 
point came on a backhand kill into the 
left corner, the result of a st rong dr ive 
serve , weak return and set-up at center 
court. 

The boys 15-and-Under was a superb 
match with both Davidson and Cohen 

Abbott dr ives one cross court with her forehand 
m the Girls 17-and-Under finals . Martino 
prepares to cover . 

displaying the serve and shoot style 
that has come into vogue recently . The 
trace of the Hogan style was not 
accidental in the swings of both 
players . 

After taking a relat ively easy 21-1 O first 
game victory , Davidson ran into a 
determ ined effort by Cohen . It wou ld 
have been easy for this 15-year-old to 
get down on himself, - instead , he 
came back harder . 

The two battled through the first half of 
game two even , dead locked at 10-all , 
_and trading points all the way to 16-all. 
At this juncture Cohen hit two straight 
backhand kills, the second a beautiful 
back wall roll out to take an 18-16 
advantage. But Doug went to the well 
once too often and skipped in the next 
opportun ity to lose the serve . 

But Davidson committed the cardinal 
sin of racquetball , hitting a three-wall 
serve and then a short, to double fault. 

Obviously shook up by the turn of 
events, Craig then sk ipped Cohen 's 
first serve making it 19-16. An inning 
later Doug took the game 21-17 , point 
20 in another Davidson error , and 
game point on a forehand back wall kill. 

The fourth inning of the tie-breaker was 
a back breaker for Cohen, as Davidson 
got his power and retr ieving game into 
high gear. Coming in to serve at 4-3, 
Cra ig forced two Cohen errors, both 
with his backhand , and followed with 
two kills, one forehand the other 
backhand to take an 8-3 lead and force 
a Cohen time out. Despite the call, 
Cohen erred again making it 9-3 
before regaining the serve himself . 

Doug managed on ly one , a pass down 
the right wall, and Davidson, after the 
serve hit an ace to the left on a dr ive for 
10-4 . 

Cohen killed the serve each of the next 
three times Dav idson came in, hold ing 
off match point each time. But Doug 
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Cohen and Davidson played the fastest paced final . Here Cohen goe s for a winner, but it was 
David son who took the match in the 15-and -Und er. 

--- --I 

22 SEPTEMBER 

couldn 't dent the sco reboard more than 
once and on his fourth attempt , 
Davidson drov e a serve to the rig_ht, 
surprising Cohen for an ace and the 
match 11-5. 

Neither player had much trouble in the 
semi-finals , with Davidson stopping 
Mark Comeau x, Lafayette , Louisiana 
21-1 , 21-8 in the bottom bracket and 
Cohen eliminat ing unheralded Mike 
George , Great Falls , Montana 21-12 , 
21-14 in the uppe r bracket. 

The Boys 13-and -Under finals 
between Klearman and Johnson was 
just a matter of too much power 
overcoming good shoot-making and 
control. 

After taking a fairly tough first game 
21-16, Klearman had his hands full 
early in game two struggling from 3-6 to 
7-all and 8-all ties before he got going . 
But when John finally got his name on 
target , there was nothing Hart could do 
to stop the momentum . 

The killer was the ninth inning , when 
Klearman, leading 10-9 scored seven 
unanswered points, four on kill shots , 
two passes and on ly one Johnson 
error . When your opponent is hitt ing 
that well all you can hope to do is slow 
his momentum . Johnson tried that with 
a time out mid-way through the inning, 
but nothing cooled Klearman . 

Johnson got three more serves but 
couldn't dent the point column and 
Klearman took the title going away 
21-9. 

The semi-finals found Klearman 
stopping Rochester , New York 's Mike 
Levine 21 -12, 21-6 in the top bracket 
while Johnson defeated David Gross, 
St. Louis , thereby stopp ing the 
chances of an all St . Louis final. Score s 
of that match were 21-12, 21 -19. 



Klearman drives one cr oss court as Johnson decides whe re to cover in their champ ionship match in Boys 13-and -Under, won by Klearman. 

The girls 14-and-Under final was 
between the obvious cream of the 
division's crop . Neither Hogan nor 
Brennan , the two top seeds had 
difficulties along the way , although . 
Sheryl Krause , Sheboygan , Wisconsin 
gave Linda a pretty good batt le in the 
quarters before bowing 21-11 , 21-19. 

Hogan demolished Krista Fox in the 
semi 's 21-4, 21-2 and on the up side 
Brennan stopped Ellen Kurland , 
Rochester, Minnesota 21-14 , 21-13 in 
her semi-final encounter. 

Thus the champ ionship match was set. 
Hogan , who looks, but doesn 't act like 
her famous older brother , showed all 
the movements and strokes that have 
earned Marty the top spot in 
racquetball. 

The first game was nip and tuck 
throughout finally culminating in an 
18-all tie. Both players were shooting 
well at times, yet both were making 
mistakes that one might expect from 
their youth . 

At 18-all Hogan put together her final 
run, three straight, coincidentally 
immediately after huddling with brothe r 
Marty . 

The second game was dominated 
more by Hogan, who grabbed a five 
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The newest champion Hogan shows her form in topping Brennan in the Girls 14-and-Under final . 

24 SEPTEMBER 

point margin early and held it 
throughout the contest. With both 
players so evenly matched a five point 
margin is difficult to overcome . 
Brennan couldn 't and the result was a 
21-14 match win for Hogan. 

Third place matches were played in all 
events . In the boys 17-and-Under 
Bolan topped Davidson 21-8 , 21-9 ; 
Ernst beat Muenzenberger 21-12 , 
21-11 in the Girls 17-and-Under; 
George defeated Comeaux in the Boys 
15-and-Under 21-8, 21-15; in the Girls 
14-and-Under Kurland stopped Fox 
21-1, 21-3; and in the Boys 
13-and-Under Lev ine defeated Gross 
21-12 , 21-17. • 

NOTES OF THE TOURNAMENT ... 
What a super job was done by Vern Roberts, 
manage r of the Evergreen Park Bath and Tennis 
Club, his lovely wife T ini and their ent ire staff . 
Biggest thanks goes to owner John Bartolomeo , 
who opened his facil ity to the juniors , and even 
entered his son in the tournament. . . . The Illino is 
State Racquetball Associat ion was actively 
involved in the tournament , with pres ident Torn 
Street, secretary-treasurer Alan Shetzer, Dan 
Bertolucci, Bob Van Tuyle , Tim Terr ance and · 
many others doing a whale of a job .. . Thanks as 
well to all the parents and chaperones who aided 
at the tournament . . . The kids all had a super 
time. and should be talk ing about this tournament 
for a long, long while . 



---

One of the highlight s of the week was revenge, - the revenge of the tourname nt staff on Marty Hogan, 
tor inciting the kids to rebel . Here Tom Street, pr esident of the Illino is Racq uetba ll Associa tion gi ves 
Hogan a well des erved p ie in the face. Marty wa s so surpri sed he never mov ed. Note Hogan ·s buddy 
Serot (2nd from I.) who was in on the secret • · · 

• · · A better look at a b etter looking Hogan. 

Boys 17-and•Un der (Preli m ina ry Rou nd) : Andre Stewan . 
Fayonov1lle. N.C d . Paul Bane n, Applelon . Wis . 21-15 , 
21-13 ; Oscar Ca lzada, El Paso , Tex d. Oavid Frame. 
Anderson, Ind 2 1·8,2 1 ·9 , Rob Simmon s, Falmouth , Me d 
Karl Kovach . L1V0n1a. M,c:h. 21·20, 21•17; Jack Nolan. 
Tempe . Ar12. d. Lon Hin. Palahno . lR. 21·3 . 21·1 . R,c:h Rullu , 
Aubrey . Tex d Anthony Di Paolo . Ch,c:ago, lorfe1I; Dan 
Dawson, Lafayette , La d Marty Peters, Ltncolnsh1re, Ill. 
2 1-14. 20-2 1. 11·9 : Gary Ben . San Bernardino . Cal. d . 
Chanes Horton, Port Chester , N.Y. 21-15 . 21-19 , Chns 
Waring , Franklort, IU d Brian Bevak . LJvoma, Mich., forfo1t, 
John Derdyn . Tucker . Ga. d . Mike Keicher . Evergreen Par1<, 
Ill. 21· 16 , 2 1-1 t . Bons Carvallo . Oak Par1<, Ill. d. Jame s 
McGu1rt, Lalayetto, La 21-1 1, 21 ·5. 
(Sec ond Round) : Miko Yellen . Sou1hheld, MICh. d David 
Lind , Frank fort, Ill , 21·0 , 2 1-0 ; Andy Will , Gloo Ellyn. Ill . d. 
Denn is Corrigan , We stlake . Oh 2 1· 10 , 21·15 , Don 
Battershell. North Plall e, Neb . d. R,c:k Taylor . Orlando . Fla. 
21 · 15. 21 •15, Mark Pasche . Donas d Stewart 21 - 11. 21-13 ; 
Ken Ka,hlancn . San Anion<> d Calzada 21-12 , 21·5 . Steve 
Peck. Milwaukee d . Steve Eha. Hawthorne . N.J 21·3 . 21·6 : 
B11an K,mball. Clearwater . Fla d . Gerry Cassidy . Brockton , 
Mass 21 ·8 . 21-16 ; Beaver W,c:kham . Ocoans1do, Cal d 
Rudy Ram11ez. Tucson , Ariz . 2 1· 10. 2 1·0 . Scon Hawluns , 
Santa Clara , Cal. d Roy Olson . Pataune , Ill. 21·2 , 21•7 . 
Simmons d. Dave Embng . Appleton , W is. 21 · 11, 21 ·6 : 
Richard Samson , Skokie , Ill. d Brian Gok:tste1n, Rochester . 
NY . 21•7. 21-9 ; Mar1< Richa rdson . L1V0n1a,M,c:h . bye ,Sco lt 
Davidson , Oceanside . Cat. d Nolan 2 1-20 . 21-1 1. David 
Baccus . Houston d. John Brown . White River Jct • VL 21 ·6 . 
21-14 ; Rullud . Bob Troller . Madi son. Wis 21·6 . 21·6 . Danny 
Ph1lbps. Macon . Ga. d David K1nborg, SL Louis . torte1t. 
Larry Fox , Cmcinnat1 d Steve Lindeoau , Madison , Wis. 21 ·2 , 
21-4 ; Mar1< Martino , Founta in Valey, Cal . d. Dawson 21·5. 
2 l ·8 , Dan Constab le, Palatine , Ill. d. Bruce Chnstensen. 
Amherst, N H. 21· 17, 2 1•4: Dan Ferns , St. Claud, M•m . d. 
Ben 21·8. 2 1•14; Larry N~1sh1n, Houston d. Waring 2 1·5. 
21 ·5. Kov1n Van Trease . Findlay , Oh. d. Pole Ba ler no, North 
Plane , Neb. 21-14 . 21· 12 ; Robert Ph1lhpy, Clearwate r. Fla. d 
Warren Jones , San Diogo 21-10 . 2 1•6 ; Bob Bo lan . Tempe. 
A11z , bye . Dave Doehr, L1von1a, M teh d Bob Oov,es , 
Cupertino . Cal. 21 • 18, 21-16 ; Eugene Fitzpatr,c:k. Falmout h. 
Me d Ron Nulling . Wau sau, Wis . 21·12 . 21 •7 : Scott 
Schaoler . Polla . la. d Tony Scarlah. Clarendon H1Us. Ill 
21·5 , 21-6 ; Larry Moyers , Oceans ide, Cal. d. Oerdyn 21 ·16. 
21·3 . Dann y Cohen . St . Louis d . Carva Uo 21· 1 t . 21-14 . 
Bobby Stone . San Anton., d Tom Ph1lbps. Madison , Wis : 
Craig Harrison . Niles . Ill. d Nick O'Shea . Livoni a. Mictl .. 
forte1t, Jett Larson, Vancouver. Wash . d . Tim Wesley . 
Hu1ch1nson. Kans . 21 -3, 21 -4 
(Th ird Round ): Yellen d . Witt 21·2 , 21- 1; Pasche d , 
Batte rshell 21· 16. 21· 19; Ka,hlanen d . Peck 21·16. 2 1· 13; 
W,c:khamd . K1mbaU 21-8, 21•14; Howk1nsd. Simmons 2 1•5, 
21•3 ; R,c:hardson d . Samson 2 1· 16 , 21• 14, Dav idson d 
Baccus 21·16 , 21-14 . Ph1lhps d . Rullu 2 1· 10, 2 1· 18. Fox d. 
Martino 21 ·3. 2 I• t : Fems d . Constable 16·2 1, 21 ·3 . 11 ·3 , 
Ni11shin d . Van Trease 21 · 19. 21-13 ; Boland . Phllbpy 2 1·9, 
21· 16. Ooohr d . F1tzpotr 1Ck 21-13 , 21•7; Meyers d Schae le< 
21 •17, 21· 12 ; Cohen d. Slone 21 •15, 2 1·9 , Lorson d. 
Hamson 21•4. 21 ·8 . 
(Fourth Round) : Yellen d. Pasche 21•7. 21· t2 ;W,c:khamd . 
Ka1hlanen 2 1 •7. 17-2 1, t 1•9; Hawkins d. R,c:hardson 21 · 18. 
21· 13 . Davidson d. Ph1ll1ps 2 1· 1. 21·0 : Fox d . Fems 15·21, 
21•1 I , 11·5 : Boland . N1t,sh1n 2 1-8, 21·9 . Meyers d Ooehr 
t6 ·2I, 21-6 , 11•2; Lorson d . Cohen 21- 16. 21•4 . 
(Oua rle r·f in ols): Yellen d . W,c:kham 21· 13. 21·11 ; 
Davidson d Hawkins 2 1·20. 17•2 1. 11·6 : Bolan d Fox 
21 •17, 21-14 , Meye rs d Larson 21 •14. 14·21. I1 -0 
(Semi -final s) : Yellen d Davidson 21· 18, 21·5. Moyors d. 
Bolan 21·15 , 21·18 . 
(Champ ion sh ip) : Moye rs d. Yellen 1 t ·21. 21· 13, 11-8. 
(Th ird) : Elolan d . Davidson 21·8 . 21·9. (Con sol ati on) : 
Chris tense n d. Eha 2 1- 12, 2 1-14. 

Boy s 15-and •Und er( Fl rst Round) : Bob Kahn, Omaha . ,'eH 
Yellen , Southhe'd, Mich byes Chns 81uck1e. Valparaiso, 
Ind. d . Co lby Basham , Elg in , IU. 21·8 , 21•4 , Charles Horton . 
Port Ches ler. N Y. d . Leona rd Berz. San Bomord1no . Cal. 
21 ·9 , 21•7 . Mike George . Groa t Falls , MIOnL d , B111 Gamble , 
Cordova. Tenn . 16·21 . 21·16 . 11·6 , Sco tt Moma . 
Cumber land. Mo . d Miko Ard,to . Lincolnwood , Ill 21 · 13, 
21·8 : Stevo Lerner. H,ghlond . Ca l d. Don Monn , Hinsdale. 
Ill. 2 1·3 , 21•4 , Soan Moskwa r>ownors Grove . Ill d Perry 
Neal. Livonia , Mich. 21 ·2. 18·~1 . t t -3 : Steve Rosenbloom . 
Rochester. N,Y. d . John Stazas . Pork Ridgo , I11 21 · 1, 21·• . 
Rick Lewis . Founta in Valley, Cat. d J<>hn Ooll1ngor, 
Roches ter, N.Y. 21-19 , 21· 15. Stove Ve illeux , Watorv,llo . 
Mo. d . R,c:k W ard, Carm,c:hael , Cat. 21-6 , 21•14: Poul 
Bakken . Fergu s Fall s. Minn . d Steven Rapp , W1llo wdole. 
Ont. 21 · 1. 2 1·3: Barry Chaplik . Glenv ,ew, IU. d . Scott Wcks. 
Hutch,nso n, Kans . 2 1·9. 21 • 15: Cart Le Blanc . Loloyono. La. 
d Kevin Sti rtz , Burn sv1ll0. Minn 21 ·0 , 21 ·0 : Miko Corngan, 
We stlake . Oh . d . John Rulfa . Aubrey . Tox 15·21 , 21·19. 
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Fun was the order of the day , 
when the racquetballers took on 

Great America Theme Park in 
Gurnee, Illinois . Here the juniors 
taste some of the p lums at the 
amusement park : rides , rides, 

rides, and games . 

11-9. Bulch Hawkey . Vancouver . Wash d. Gary Sanchez. 
Albuque rque 21-8 . 21-18 ; Doug Cohen SI Loui s d . Kenl 
Baoloy . Topeka, Kans • for1e1I 
Craig Davidson , Oceanside , Cal o. Cra,g Stirtz, Burnsville, 
Monn .• for1e1I. Doug We isman , SI. Louis d Mark Dar , ng. 
Elgin Ill 21 -7, 21-10 . Grng Boland . Greal Falls , MonL d. Brei 
Carl , H1ghIand Park. 111 19-21, 2 1 •II , 11-4 . Leshe 
Hor enleld l, Toron to d . M ike San 1en , Lombard , 111., forfeit . 
Dan Murray . Janesville , W,s. d. Ray Cherney , Des Pla ,nes . 
Ill. 21-12 . 21 -4 , John Egerma n, Bo ise . Id. d. Ma1k Cohen . 
Port land, Ore . 21-1 21-8, Gary Provos l , Burhnglon , VI , d 
Arn ie Valera, Berwyn . Ill. 21-7, 21 -• : Gordon Gallagher , 
Evan sIon , Ill . d Poler Ruffu , Aubrey . Tex . 21-1 , 21- 1, Bob 
C1ar, Northbrook . Ill. d D,x We lhnglon, SI Lou,s 21-19 . 
21- 15; Roger Donner , San Pedro , Cal d Robert Koh l, 
Milwa ukee 17-2 1. 21-5, 11·5, Mark Adelson , SI Louis , d. 
John Di Nardo , Rochesler , N.Y 21-7 , 2 1-6, J,m Skinn er , 
Memphi s d . Mark Burleigh, Elgin . Ill 21-5, 21-4 ; Mark 
O"Donnell , Janesville , Wis . d Osvaldo Laso , Mlam,, defaull, 
Mark Comeaux, Lafayette. La d. Andrew Wilson, 
Barronglon, I11. 21 -4 , 21-2 , Mark P1nck1, High land Park , 111. d 
Steve Larabee. W a1erville, Me . forle1t 
(Second Round) : Biuk1e d Kahn 19-2 1, 21-14 , 11-2. 
George d . Horton 2 1-2. 21-15 ; Lerner d Morri ll 21-1. 21-9 
Rosenbloomd . Moskwa 21-0 , 21-2, Lew,s d. Ve111cux21-12, 
12-2 1. 11·9. Bakken d. Chaplik 21-4 , 21-0 , LeBlanc d. 
Comgan 21-7, 21-5 : Cohend Hawkey2I-2 . 21-5 , Davidson 
d . Weisman 2 1-9, 20-2 1, 11 ·6, Boland d Horenleldl 21-11 , 
2 1·2 , Egerman d Murray 21-7 , 21-12 , Gallagher d ProvosI 
21-7 , 21-12 . Donner d . Clar 21-~. 21-4 , Skinner d Adelson 
21-20 . 17-2 1, I 1-10, Com eaux d . O"Donne ll 21-6 , 21-4, 
Yellen d . Ponck, 21- 2, 21-7 
(Thi rd Round) : George d . Bouk<e 2 1-7, 2 1- 17. Rosenbloom 
d Lerner 21- 19. 21 -9 , Bakken d. Lew ,s 21 - 13, 17-21 , 11 ·6 . 
Cohen d LeBlanc 21·9. 21- 10; Dav,dson d. Boland 21-12 , 
2 1-7 : Egerman d. Gallagher 2 1- 13, 21- 13. Donner d . Skinner 
21-18 , 21- 18 , Comeaux d . Yellen 18-2 1.21-12 , 11-10. 
(Qu arter-fin als) : George d Rosenbloom 13-21 , 21-4 , 11-2, 
Cohcnd Bakkcn2 1-18, 14-21 , 11-4 Dav,dsond Egerman 
21-17 , 21-2 ; Comeaux d . Donner 21- 17. 2 1-9 . 
(Sem i-fi nals) : Cohen d. George 2 1- 12, 21-14 ; Davi dson d 
Comeaux 21- 1, 21-8 . 
(Cha m pion sh ip) : Davidson d. Cohen 21 - 10, 17-21, 11-5 
(Thir d ): George d Comeaux 21-8 . 21· 15 (Con sol oll on ): 
Carl d . Gamble 21-12 , 17-21 , 11-3 . 

-- - - ------- ------
Boys 13-and -Under (First Round ): John Klearman. 
Chestcr1,eld . Mo , Tom Bartolomeo , Chicago, Chros Carow, 
Glenview, Ill • Andy Gross , Creve Coeur . Mo .• John Bechard . 
Waukesha . W<S .• David Barkens. Skok ie, Ill .• Eroc Ruffu 
Aubrey , Tex ., Mark Lenlle , Lafayeue , La . John Carow , 
Glenv ,ew, Ill. , Dav,d Gross , Creve Coeur . Mo .• Cl,llord Ira, 
Jackso nvolle, Ffa , Hart Johnso n. SI Paul. Grog Pock. El 
Paso , Tex .• byes 
Poler Blueslono, Rochc sior . N.Y d Vmcen l Doi G<udke. 
Evergreen Park , Ill . 21- 17, 2 1-20 : John AmaIull1, H<ghlond , 
Ind. d Norman Brownste ,n, w, llowdale, On I 2 1-4. 21-0 : 

Fred Lewerenz . Detro it d. John Fisk , Leawood , Kans . 21-20 , 
21•7 : Shawn Brown , Wh<le River Jct. . VI d Sieve Gregg . 
Cordova , Tenn 21-12 , 2 I -I0 ;Ted Lane .Carol SIream, lll.d . 
Malt Lombard, . Kansas City 21-1 1, 21-12 ; M,ke Lev,no, 
Rochesler . NY . d . Kyle Holder. Champaign . 111. 21-3. 21-6 , 
Wes Marshall , Carmel , Ind. d. Frank Thom as. Cicero , Ill. 
21- 13, 14-21. 11-4; Armando Armengo l, Champa ,gn , Ill d . 
Tom Poulin, Waterv ille , Me., forfeit, Tom Ouoyeser, 
Lafayeue . La. d. Jack Dahm . Morton Grove, Ill. 2 1-4. 2 1-3. 
Barry Koran , M,am, Beach , Fla d . Bobby Halperin . 
Lincolnwood. Ill. 21 -0 21-3 ; Joe Ard,I0 . L ,bertyv, lle . Ill d 
Kevon Holder, Urbana , Ill. 21-8 . 2 1-19, John Breckenndge. 
PalaI,ne . Ill. d . Mike Mann,ng . Mi lwauk ee 21- 17. 21-15 ; 
OaVld Trautman , Rochester, Minn d. Jam,o Shetzcr . E lk 
Grove Village , Ill. 21-0 . 21-6 , Jack Newman , Morton Grove . 
Ill. d . Richard Pone, . Jackson vi lle. Fla . for1e11, Jeff Plazak . 
Brookfield. W,s d. Marty Karlin . Glenview . Ill 2 1-11, 21-7 . 
Nathan Mar1m , Mercer Island. Wa sh d Jam ie Lano. Carol 
S~eam , Ill 21-0 , 21-6 . George Brum,s , PalOs Hi lls. Ill d 
David Berger, Shawnee Mission . Kans 21 -7. 20-21 . 11-0: 
M<l<e Dahm , Morton Grove , Ill d Marl< YoUen. Sou1hhcld , 
M<ch. 21-9 , 21-4 ; Boll Parod, , Topeka . Kans d. Alan S,nger 
Morton Grove . Ill. 21-17 . 21·6 
(Seco nd Ro und ): Klearman d. BluesIone 21-12 , 21-2 . 
Amalulbd . Lewerenz21 -2. 21- 1, Brownd . Bartol0meo21-6 , 
21-16 ; C. Carowd . Lane 21-15 , 21-17 : Lev ,ne d A. Gross 
21-11 , 21-3 : Bechard d. Marsha ll 21-14 . 21-17 ; Armengol d 
Barkens 2 1· 1. 2 1-0 , Ouoye ser d Ru flu 21 -4, 21-8 . Lerolle d . 
Koran 13-2 1. 21·8 . 11-6 . Breckenridge d Ardolo 21-1 . 21 -9 . 
Traulman a . J. Carow 21-7. 21-12 ; D Gross d . Newman 
21-12 . 21 -0 ; Ira d . Plazak 16-21. 21-4 . 11-0 . Johnson d 
Marton 21-11, 21-5. Brum is d. Dahm 21-19. 21-19 ; Parod i (j 
Peck 2 1-3, 21-8 . 
(Th ird Rou nd): Klea rman d . Amalull , 21- 12. 21-6 ; Brov.11 d 
C. Carow 21-7 , 2 1-6 , Levine d Bechard 21-5, 21-1 ; 
Ouoyeser d . Armeng ol 21 -4, 21-6 , Lerolle d . Breckenndgo 
21-4 , 21-9 . D. Grossd . Traulman 21-8, 21-18.Johnson d. Ira 
21-3. 21 -4 , Parod , d Brum,s 21-16 . 21 · 1 
(Quarter-fi nal s) : Klearman d Brown 21-3 . 21-6 Levine d 
Ouoyser 21-17. 21-10 . D. Gross d . Lerolle 21-16. 21-16 . 
Johnson d. Parod, 21-17, 21 -8 . 
(Sem l-fl nols ): Klearman d . Levine 21-12 . 21 -6 . Johnson d . 
D. Gross 21-12 . 21-19 . 
(Ch amp ion ship): Klearman d Johnson 21- 16, 21 -9. 
(Thi rd ): Lev,ne d D. Gross 21 - 12. 21-17 . (C on so lollo n): 
Gregg d Mann ing 2 1-1 o . 21-1 I . 

Gir ls 17-a nd-Und er (Prelim inary Round ): Lon 
Muenzenberger , LaCross. Wis d. Cindy Kasik, Monon 
Grove , Ill 21-9 . 2 1-3. 
(Second Round) : Jam ,c Abbolt , Greal Falls . Mont. d . 
Tammy Tolland . HuIch 1nson , Kan s. 21-7 , 21-5, Barbara 
Faulkenberry. Cleaiwa Ier, Fla d. Janel Johnson. Soulh 
Burl1ngIon , Vt. 21-7. 2 1-7 ; Muenzenberger d. Trudy G<rard. 
Lalayeue . La. 21-19 . 21-9 . Fran Kenck. Oak Park. Ill. d . Losa 
Ann Bectlard . Waukesha. W,s 21 ·5 , 15-2 1, 11-0. Laura 
Martino. Fountain Valley , Cal. d Jean Carow , GlenV1ew. In 
21-0. 21-0. Juhe Sak , SouIhheld . Moch. d . Maurosa 
Sommerfeld. Linco lnwood. Ill . 21-0. 2 1-1 , Jamee Doyle. 
Scarboro , Ont. d. Vrsulla Ouoyser , Lafayette , La .. forfeit, 
Eileen Ernsl. Frankfurt. Ky . d Sheryl Slazas . Park Ridge , Ill 
21-3 , 21-3. 
(Quarter -fi na ls): Abbon d . Faulkenberry 18-21. 21-7 . 11-0 . 
Muenzenbe rger d . Konek 21-14. 21-9 , Mart,no d. Sak 21-3 . 
21 -7 Ernsl d Doy le 21-12 . 21·5 . 
(Sem i-f in als ): Abbon d. Muenzenberger 21-4. 21 -3 . Martino 
d . ErnsI 21-4 . 21-4 . 
(Ch amp ionship) : Abbolt d Mar1ono 21-11 , 21-14 . (Th ird) : 
EmsI d Mue"nzenberger 21-12 . 21- 11 (Con so lati o n): 
Johnson d Slazas 2 1-1 I . 21-6 . 

Girls 14-ond-Under (First Round) : Bobb• Brennan. 
Frank fur1. Ky . d Jane Cokanek, Sprongf,eld . Ill 21·0 , 21-0. 
Slacey Fletcher. Warren . M<eh d Kay Dahm . Morton Grove . 
111. 21 - 1, 21·0 : Ellen Kurland, Aochosle r, Minn d. V1rg1ma 
Wa ldron , Sheboygan. W,s . 21 ·6 . 21- 10. Snorro Gross . SI 
Louis d Michelle Moss 2 1- 1. 2 1-2 , Kmdrn s1,rtz. Burnsville, 
Minn d. Jam te Karhn, G lenview, Ill 21-1. 21-0 , Krista Fox. 
Sprong hold , ID d . Afeza Mart ,n . Mercer Island . Wash 21-7 . 
2 1- 10. Sheryl Kra use. Sheboygan . w,s d Debb e Lo,acano. 
Morion Grove. Ill. 21-3 . 2 1 •4. Lrnda Hogan. St. Lou,sd . Belsy 
Koza. Lake Fore st. Ill 21- 1. ~ • 2 
(Quarte r-fi nals) : Brennan d Fletcher 21 ·5. 2 1-7, Kurland d 
Gross 21 -0 . 21-4 , Fox d Slortz 20-21 . 2 1-17, 11-7. Hogan d 
Krau se 21 - 11, 21- 19 
(Se mi-fi nal s) : Brenn an d . Kurland 21-14, 21-13 . Hogon d 
Fox 2 1-4, 21-2 
(Cha mpio nsh ip): Hogon d. Brennan 21 - 18. 21-1,1. (Th ird ): 
Kurland d Foe 21-1 . 21-3 (Co ns o lotl on) : Wa ldron d 
Lo,acano 21-6 , 21 - 1 
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FEATURE 

Juniors Over All 
(Note : U.S.R.A. president Bob 
Kendler addressed the 223 players 
and about 100 parents and friends at 
the Saturday night banquet at the 
National Juniors Championships. His 
remarks concerning junior racquetball 
follow .) 

28 SEPTEMBER 

Thank you ladies and gentlemen . It is 
indeed my pleasure to be able to speak 
to the largest and finest junior 
racquetball talent ever assembled. The 
skill and sportsmanship you displayed 
this week were evidence that the future 
of racquetball is in exceptionally 
capable hands . 

You know, a few months ago, I was 
discuss ing this tournament with our 
staff and I made the statement that the 
Nat ional Juniors would probably end 
up costing close to $30,000 . I received 
stares of amazement and word s of 
concern. 

"How can you spend so much on one 
tournament?" I was asked . " Where will 
the money come from?" " Why should 
we pay so much in travel allowances? " 
"How will you possibly handle 225 kids 
in one hotel ?"' And on and on the 
doubters went. 

My response was immediate and 
direct: If I had my choice between any 
other tournament of the year , pros , 
amateurs, or anybody , and the 
National Juniors , I would spend double 
the $30,000 if necessary , to ensure the 
kids have the best possible tournament 
for their National Ch ampionsh ips. 

The juniors today are tomorrow 's 
seniors. Today's youth is the base of 
the pyramid from which we win build 
racquetball into the greatest amateur 
sport this nation has ever seen. 

And more than all that , - the kids 
deserve a National Championship 
event all their own . We would never 
squeeze the Junior Nation al title in 
among 1 O or 12 other brackets of play 
at an Open Nationals . 

We have never done that and neve .r 
will. We 've seen others try, and all the 
kids get are the last courts, the poorest 
referees, the least recognition and no 
publicity . Does that sound like a 
Nationa l Tournament? Well , it doesn 't 
to me and that 's why we have gone out 
and spent over $30,000 on this 
tournament. 

Is it worth it? I'm not sure I can answer 
that quest ion. I didn 't go to Great 
Amer ica, I didn 't get a beauti ful 
Leach-Seamco shirt , I didn 't eat free 
this week , and like the rest of you , I've 
never seen Lester the Great. So let m 
ask you, - did you all have a good time ? 

If any of you didn 't, please let me kno\' 
what it was that you didn 't like and yo 
can be sure I will remedy the prob lern 
by next year's tournament. The 
U.S.R.A. is totally ded icated to the 
Nationa l Juniors and I intend to 
continue even stronger efforts to buil 
th is progr am . 

We look for an entire Jun iors program , 
possibly ready by next year, w ith 
Region al Junior s, separate and distinc 
from any other tournament. Our state 
aff iliates will be instructed that to 
continue receiv ing our support they w ill 
have to initiate a Ju niors div isio n w ith in 
their state for both boys and g irls . 

Racquetball is booming now ; we all 
know that. But to be sure that 
racquetball will continue to grow , we ll 
into the 21st century , we must fu rther 
our promotion of the young er age 
groups . 

All of you out there , I wonder wh at you 
think of yourself, a racquetball player , 
perhaps hundreds or thousands of 
miles from home. When you go back 
home, when you walk through the halls 
of your school next month , you shou ld 
be proud , proud to be a part of 
something that wi ll bring health and 
we ll-being to peop le all over the wor ld 
du ring your entire lifet ime. 

I know I feel proud , standing here , 
knowing that in some small way , I have 
made your life a little more enjoyable , 
your youth a little more fun , your 
experiences a little more world ly. 

And do you know how you can thank 
me? Keep at it , that's all . Continue to 
play, and play with the values that good 
sportsmanship and healthy 
competition give you . 

In my youth there was 'no racquetb all, 
but I took up racquetball 's Daddy , 
Handball. While I was sitting at the 
beautiful Evergreen Park Club 



U.S.R.A. pre sident Bob Kend/er urge s the Junior racquetball players to stay with 1/, to help buil d the foundation of the futu re. 

watching some of the play, I-felt a soft , 
warm glow inside me . It was that same 
feeling I had over 50 years ago when I 
first stepped onto the handball court . 
It's a good feeling and one that I 
promise you will carry with you for the 
rest of your lives! 

Now a word to the mothers and fathers. 
If you have seen previous Junior 
Championships you certa inly must 
have noticed the tremendous progress 
we are mak ing . This is by design, - not 
by accident. Satisfied that our 
professional programs have been 
solidly launched over the past few 
years, we now turn our attention to the 
amateur program , with emphasis on 
the Juniors. That is why you have so 

many more little goodies this year than 
ever before. And this is by no means 
the end of our efforts , - on the contrary, 
it is just the beginning. 

We think our most important duty is to 
make Junior racquetball the most 
popular sport in town. We want our 
winners to be admired and respected 
just as much as the football and 
baseball heroes. We can accomplish 
this only with the total cooperation of 
Mom and Dad. Through our widely 
expanded State program, there will be 
many more local and regional 
tournaments . This will be made 
possible through our financial 
assistance to the State Associat ions. 
From the Regionals , these youngsters 
will be assisted to the Nationals with 
the kind of supervision you see here . 

We would like to see every youngster 
so involved in racquetball that he plays 
his heart out, - so that when the day is 
done , he is done, - and ready for bed. 
We 'd like to have him expend all his 
energy in the court and not in the alley . 
We 'd like him so tired out when the sun 
sets that he will have no interest in 
mischief. We would like him to make a 
career in racquetball that is so 
important to him that his lust for 
excitement will be suffocated by the 
desire for a better body , mind and soul. 

We need all the encouragement the 
parents can give. And if you have an 
unusually bright athlete, - just 
remember, we have been known to 
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The players and parents rise to gw e Joe Ard ito, the m an in charg e at the ju niors a s tand ing ovati on of appreciation 
for his monumental efforts at the tournament. 

arrange scholarships where there is a 
genuine need. If we can work together 
there is much more for your child to win 
than a trophy . It could be both a 
racquetball career and a business 
career . 

If you are curious about our generosity I 
should tell you that virtually every one 
of the top pro's today were helped by us 
in one form or another . And I couldn 't 
be more proud of them. Not one has 
ever made me regret the fact that 
racquetball requires more than staging 
tournaments . To build the character of 
the sport , we must build the character 
of the players and there is no better 
place to start than in the National 
Juniors . We feel that our future lies 
with our juniors and for this reason 
we will do anything we can to mold 
their career and character . 

We have no doubt that you are doing 
the same thing at home but we hope 

30 SEPTEMBER 

you will encourage them , when we 
cannot. There is no doubt that the end 
result will be a fine citiz en both of us 
can be proud of . The interes ts of 
ch ildhood and youth are the intere sts of 
mankind . Ch ildhood show s the man as 
morn ing shows the day . 

Many years ago I met a father w ho 
devoted a grea t de al of his time 
teaching his son s how to play handbal l. 
Soon he was also teach ing the ir 
friends. And before long he had a 
wonderful junior program unde r way at 
the neighborhood Y. Th is father w as 
not the only one wor king on the kids in 
this neighborhood ; the mot her worked 
just as hard . She won her v ictories 
feed ing these kids as they slowly 
began winning every tourn amen t in our 
area . And it wasn 't long before they 
began winn ing nationa l 
championships . 

One of these youngste rs, Johnny 
Sloan, shared the national open 

doubles champ ionship at the age of 1 7 
Later on, nearly every one of these kid~ 
cam e home with som e kind of nationa 
title. Even the father managed to corn , 
home a w inner one day . 

Now I was never impr essed by all the 
winners as I was by this Mom and Dae 
who devoted half the ir lives to Jun io r 
Hand ball. He not on ly had a 
treme ndo us affect ion for youngs ters , 
but he co uld do miracl es with them . 
They jus t seemed to sens e the genu in , 
love he had for all you ng peop le. Na 
one I know has ever been so 
successful with the care s of the kids 
He could put out fires without a IOU(j 
word being spoke n. I always though , 
he misse d his profes sion , - he shou1 
hav e been the ne ighborhood priest . 

Do yo u have any idea who I am ta lk1nr 
abo ut? It's Joe and Inez Ardito , and cl; 
long as I live, I w ill neve r believe thq ­
any hum an being can have so rnuc~ 



patience and understanding . I wanted 
you all to know this because Joe is 
doing the exact same thing in 
racquetball as he did in handball 
(although I don't expect him to win any 
national racquetball championships) . 

He is the quarterback of our team and if 
you had a great time , thank Joe . He 
already knows how I feel , - now let him 
know how you feel. 

Along with Joe we are all indebted to 
Chuck Leve, Terry Fancher , Danny 
Bertolucc i, all of whom have put in long 
hours plann ing and running this event. 
Our hats are off to John Bartolomeo , 
Joan Andrew s and Jack McGann , the 
three owners of the Evergreen Park 
Bath and Tenni s Club . Their manager 
Vern Roberts , himself a former national 
jun iors handball champ ion , wa s able to 
convince his owners that th is event 
would be good for the club , and it wa s 
these people who made this wonderful 
facility available . 

Realiz ing the size and logistic s that 
would be nece ssary, we then 
requested and received the services of 
the Illinois State Racquetbal l 
Association , our local affili ate . Tom 
Street , Alan Shetzer and so many, 
many more people have done nothing 
but work for months on this 
tournament. 

You can also thank Leach Indu stries 
and Seamco Sporting Goods . Each of 
them put up $10 ,000 to give you an 
outstanding holiday . When you realize 
that they graciously volunteered 
$20,000 for this event, you just might 
want to write a thank -you note to Mr . Al 
Mackie at Seamco in LaGrange , 
Georgia . . . and to Mr . Charlie Drake at 
Leach Industries in San Diego, 
California. 

And now , I know you are waiting for the 
rest of the program, and without further 
delay, let me thank you all for 
participating . Until we meet again, I 
hope you win every tournament you 
en ter , until then , go with God! • 
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fflEET THE PROS BEHlftD 
THE PROS! 

J. BAUER COURT SYSTEMS. 
NOW, WE'RE NATIONAL. 
We're court systems building and installation ex ­
perts with over 50 years experience. And, along 
the way, we 've been pioneers in introducing new 
materials and techniques. So, when it comes to 
your court system, w.a know what we're doing. 
And you have the assurance that your court will 
be backed by Bauer's experience in over 1000 
courts . 

Now, to keep up with the incredible demand for 
new courts, J. Bauer has gone national. So no 

matt er where you are , from coast to coast , a Bauer 
team is re ady to help you in every step along the 
way - from ini tia l design to fina l installation .-

We're versatil e . Our systems are tailored to fit your 
need s .. . and budget . We use only the finest pro · 
line material s. And we offer you a choice of 
structural designs including the J . Bauer flooring 
systems - univer sa lly recognized for super ior 
pe rformance . 

Put a pro in your court - J. Bauer Corporation . 
Call or write for more information today. 

BAUER 
CORPORATION 

J. BAUER CORPORATION • 10807 LYNDON AVE . • DETROIT, Ml 48238 • (3 13 ) 935 -3400 



FEATURE 

Sports Illustrated 
Plans 75-100 
New R.B. Clubs 
Sports Illustrated , the mighty 
magazine, respected by sports fans all 
over America , is going into the 
racquetball business as a part owner of 
what may become the biggest chain of 
court clubs in the world . 

fhe magazine , a part of Time , Inc., is 
buying its way into the court club end of 
lhe business with a million dollar stake 
1n a projected hundred-strong group of 
luxuriously appointed clubs . 

fhe futuristic design of the 15 court 
buildings -which will be the same for all 
lhe construction-even contains a single 
"shop window " open to the street to 
give passers-by a taste of the action. 

fhe Time, Inc. parent company has 
pi ned forces with Standard Court 
Players Corporation , a Southfield, 
f.11ichigan group which already has two 
clubs in operation, three more 
scheduled to open this fall , and four 
111ore in the early days of next year . 

f he Time investment of one million 
dollars doesn 't go far in the court 
business, especially when the 
company, which has been re-named 
Sports Illustrated Court Clubs , Inc., 
expects to spend over $1.15 million on 
each club . 

But with adventurous financing 
programs based on a sale-lease back 
arrangement the new company 
expects to have between 75 and 1 00 
clubs open within four years. 

They hope by that time there will be 
around 200,000 new recruits to the 
racquetball ranks , for the paramount 
plan is that the new clubs will be built Henry Luce 111, president of Time, Inc . makes a statement at the press conference . 
veil away from the racquetball hotbeds 
of Detroit , Chicago, and San Diego . 

Yh_e first cities to benefit from the 
building boom are Lansing, 
Kalamazoo, Flint , Saginaw , and 
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(L to r.) Luce, Craig Hall, and Marty Ramm. 

Belleville, Michigan, and also South 
Bend, Indiana. 

Head of the new company is 
27-year-old Craig Hall , a real estate 
turn-around wunderkind, who has up til 
now specialized in buying up bankrupt 
real estate properties and making them 
profitable. He is now general partner in 
companies which own and operate 
more than 70 million dollars worth of 
real estate. 

Time, Inc's . involvement in the clubs, 
which Hall called "working men 's 
country clubs," came only after a 
thorough investigation of the sport. 

Henry Luce Ill, vice president of Time, 
Inc., launched the new project in 
Detroit recently by saying, "We 
gathered all the statistics one could 
possibly find, then we talked to Sports 
lllustrated's huge network of inside 
sports contacts. They told us what 
Craig Hall had been saying, that 
racquetball is the greatest newly 
developing sports trend. 

34 SEPTEMBER. 

It is now the nation 's fastest growing 
participation sport. The number of 
players has approximately doubled 
every year since 1970 and is 
conservatively projected to reach 5.5 
million this year . And we believe that 
the demand for court facilities will be 
prodigous. " 

To meet that demand the new clubs will 
be open 24 hours a day , with the 
owners planning to reap in both sweat 
and money from night people like 
hospital and industrial shift workers. 

Members fees range from $20 for a 
student - although officials say it is only 
coincidence that clubs projected for 
upcoming construction are near 
University campuses - through $45 for 
a single membership and only $1 O 
extra for a family. 

In addition, there will be court fees 
ranging from $4 to $10 dollars 
depending on the time slots . 

And any of the estimated 2 ,000-2 ,50 0 
members of each club who have the 
urge to travel with their racquets wil l 
have an extra bonus . . . they will be 
able to reciprocate and play in any oi 
the other clubs in the chain . 

One of the key factors in the new club ~ 
will be service . 

Explained Mr . Luce , "Racquetball is in 
a sense a major new direction for us 
because it characterizes service 
rather than journalism . But the quality 
of the Sports Illustrated name is a 
significant endorsement of the servic e 
members will come to expect . 

Craig Hall, who heads the new 
company , got interested in racquetba ll 
two and one-half years ago when he 
and his partners were looking aroun a: 
for a different type of business which 
they hoped would be suitable for a 
chain store type operation. 

He said, "After looking at various 
businesses we found racquetball to bE 
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Bill Poore (I.) exec utive vice presi dent of Sports Illustra ted Court Clubs, and Chuck Leve, nat ional 
direc tor of the U.S.R.A listen in at the conference 

the most promising and opened our 
first club in October of last year . 

The type of facility we are designing is 
very deluxe-something which is 
synonymous with Sports Illustrated ." 

The racquetball carrying enthusiast 
tak ing his first trip to the new clubs will 
get an indicat ion of Sports lllustrated 's 
involvement long before he sets foot in 
the lobby . 

The company logo will be 
superimposed on a 30 foot long 
window -on-the-world which will turn 
one court play into someth ing more 
than just spectator sport for ins iders . 

Then there will be Sports 1/lustrated 's 
high -ac tion , quality posters hanging 
from the walls wh ich will eve n be 
painted with a decor using the 
magaz ine 's blue color . 

"The clubs are not just going to be 
plac es to go hit a ball off the wall, " 
explained Hall. " But a pleasant place 

where a whole family can go to spend 
an evening ." 

High on his list of priorities are 
expanded nursery areas and television 
sets. " We want our clubs to go further 
than just racquetball. We want them to 
be very enjoyable social places ." 

In fact , there will be a lot of 
un-Hogan-like antics on the main court , 
wh ich will do double time as a disco . 

One of the unavo idable hinders in 
attract ing the megabucks from 
institutional investment lenders into the 
sport has so far been a serious lack of 
adequate management in a lot of clubs . 

Hall and company plan to circumvent 
this probl em with a new training 
concep t called the "Off the Wall U." 

He expla ined , " Our training facility will 
train the managers and associate 

managers as well as other club 
personnel in the finer aspects of 
controlling expenditure s. Top 
management specialists will also be 
on hand to give instruction to students 
of the University as well as helping us 
develop a series of cassettes and slide 
film programs for further on-site 
training ." 

When each new club opens , 
experienced ground breaking teams of 
managers will be on hand for the first 
few weeks to cope with the 
behind-the-scenes teething problems. 
Up front interes t in the clubs will be 
generated by persona l appearances of 
some of the stars who week after week 
fill the pages of Sports Illustrated. 

And pledged Hall , "Players all over the 
country will be able to count on a 
uniform, predictable standard of 
racquetball operations and this will 
help to sustain interest in the sport and 
promote its growth. • 

NATIONAL RACQUETBALL 35 



FEATURE NICK LONGHURS 

M* A* S* H Star 
Wayne Rogers --
His New Role 
Is R.B. Club s 

. ~~~~ 
Rogers and partner Lewis Wolff in front of the Van Nuys Supreme Court club . Three up and more to go. 
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=verytime there was a temporary truce Tricia Condon 1s his foe as the tw o battle at the The Supreme Court , Van Nuys . 

_, the make believe war taking place 
-.ieekly in the concrete confines of 
:3tage Nine at the Twentieth Century 
=ox studios in Hollywood , old Trapper 
_John would sneak away to talk a 
:::jjfferent strategy . 

10 while away the long waits between 
■akes, actor Wayne Rogers would 
.abandon his role in the hit TV-s eries 
....,. A• S• H and talk real estate deals 
-with studio executive Lewis Wolff . 

For Wayne , the six foot three inch star I 
of the series , was just as interested in 
making money from his investments as 
he was from his career as a successful 
film and TV actor. 

Then finally, the easy-going Alabaman 
eased his way out of the show and just 
as smoothly eased his way into 
racquetball. 

As an investor . 

In true military style, he wanted to make 
sure of victory in his new venture ... so 
he took Lewis with him and the pair 
mounted a double attack at the growing 
sport. 

That was three years ago . Now among 
the real estate and financial dealings of 
their joint venture company are three 
court clubs , two in California and one in 
Florida . 

And there are plans for more in the 
close future . 

Few people realize that Wayne Rogers 
is a man who enjoys the wide open 
financial field as much as he does 
the business end of a film script. And 
so good is he at the money making end 
of things that he also serves as 
busines s manager for several of his 
Hollywood colleagues, including the 
rain coated super sleuth Peter Falk, 
and two of his other close friends 
Jimmy Caan and Jack Webb. 

He started out in his business life with a 
firm belief in real estate - probably 
generated by a year -long hitch in the 
U.S. Navy as a navigator aboard a 
leaky , converted Liberty ship . 

While the boat was docked at the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard , Wayne slipped 
a way to watch the rehear sa l of a play a 
friend of his was directing . 

Th en it was only a short step from hi~ 
narrow Navy bunk to acting les sons in 

New York and a half share in a run 
down apartment on 14th Street. 

The other half of the odd and extremely 
penniless couple was Peter Falk. 

After paying New York rents and his 
dues as an off Broadway actor, Wayne 
hit the big time with a starring part in a 
day-time soap opera - "Edge of 
Night ". 

It was soon after that he launched into 
real estate borrowing a down payment 
from a bank to buy a foreclosed 
building. That turned out to be a copy 
book turn around creative financing 
situation wh ich shot him into a wo rld or 
multi -million dollar real estate 
ventures, a vineyard near Paso 
Rob les, Californ ia, oi l wells, Canadian 
forest land, a computer company and 
three court clubs. 
The myriad rows of computer printout 
financial figures are still much more 
under standable to him than the 
on -court maneouvers of competitive 
racquetball, but Wayne believes in 
getting close to his investments . .. 
even when it comes to taking the 
occasional beating from some of his 
own club members. 

''Three years ago, when Lew and I 
used to have thos e off duty cha ts 
about business, we were already 
interested in the investment potent ial 

of racquetball ," explained Wayne as 
he took time out from a strenuous 
workout with pretty pilot Tricia Condon 
at his club, the "Supreme Court ", in 
Van Nuys , California . 

"And the potential looked about as 
good to us as the game did, " he 
added. "Lew is a keen play er and he 
convinced me that we could do a lot 
worse than to sink some of our 
investment finances into building court 
clubs . 

"That was the start . Righ t now we have 
three, one here in Van Nuys , one in San 
Jose, California and a third one in Fort 
Lauderdale , Florida ." 

And their future plans demonstrate just 
how much faith they have in the game 
-" We have plans for two more clubs, 
in the Los Angeles area," he grinned. 

Even so, things were not all that easy 
wh en they started their racquetball 
projects . 

"We quickly found that financing 
lenders don't look with great relish on 
sports facilities but when we finally 
leased our building in Van Nuys , built 
the club and started operating we 
proved that it could be done ," he 
added. 
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The Rogers forehand . How can he miss? 

The often less than astute business 
dealings of some of the managers who 
take care of celebrity finances in 
Hollywood make almost as much 
newspaper copy as the stars do 

- Photos by Ulvis Albert! 

themselves . A common po se for Rog ers. Why co uldn 't the c ourt b e 37 feet Jong? 

But the clients of the actor tycoon are 
spared those ignominies. 

"A lot of the business manager$ in this 
town don't do their homework too well. 
As soon as one celebrity or another 
back some sort of deal with money, a 
lot more of them follow suit without 
even much more than a cursory check . 
And sometimes they end up losing a 
great deal of money. 

"Peter Falk lost $200,000 through the 
dealings of one of his managers-and 
it's not uncommon . In the recent 
Homestake Oil Scandal, a whole 
covey of stars lost money. 
"But Lew and I really do investigate 
our projects. And racquetball looks so 
good we are even going to make Peter 
Falk a partner in this club ... raincoat 
and all." 

It's not all high finance for Wayne, he 
still has to act, this time he is preparing 
a Christmas special movie with Marlo 
Thomas, Cloris Leachman and Orson 
Welles on ABC-TV . 

"But I still try to find time to look in at the 
club and play a little 
racquetball-maybe I will even find my 
form and beat a few people soon," he 
added.• 
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How can you be sure to have a successful 
racquetball-handball club? ~~,..- . 

er', J - . ,, ,. ~ 

ti, 7 a 
Despite the fact that racquetball is the fastest growing sport in America today, a 

number of clubs are experiencing problems. We at Spaulding currently own and operate 
8 clubs, with more on the way. With our successfully proven programs, we can help you 
in many areas: 

Court Systems- We have developed our own court systems designed for fast play, 
maximum use and abuse, and long wear with minimal maintenance. 

Club Design and Management-Through our own research and development at our 
own expense at our own clubs, we have developed both management systems and club 
design and construction plans that we know will work to benefit your club. 

Investment-For the individual with no interest in club operation, but looking for a 
sound investment and good return, we have a plan that you will find quite attrac!ive. 

Call or write Scott Bemis today for more information on the plan(sl that will be of 
interest to you. 

.,~l~ 
~ ~~ ... Spaulding Racquetball Clubs, Inc. 'o,~" 200 Enchanted Parkway• St. Louis Mo. 63011 • (314) 391-6439 
,"rta,,.\.'- , 



LARGEST. Ajay introduces the new SPOILER with the 
largest hitting area a llow ab le by racquetball regulations, yet 
is lighter than most conve ntional racquets. The SPOILER 
is made of specially formulated hea t tr eated aluminum 
ex trus ion and weighs only 265 grams. 

LIGHTEST . The Ajay VENDETTA weighs only 235 grams, 
but still retains the playing and durability characteristics. 
Scientifica lly constructed of heat treated aluminum 
with a specially designed nylon throat piece, perforated 
cowhide grip, and tournament nylon strings. 

LESS. Ajay's complete lin e of seven distin c t models 
are competitively priced and offer exceptional values at 
suggested retail prices, from $10 to $35 . 

In addi tion to thi s powerful li ne of racquets, Ajay also 
offers a co mplet e line of racquetball accessor ies, Seamco 
balls, the #55 8, # 559, and the new I.RA approved # 444. 

Thinking Racquetball? Think Ajay. Call your Ajay representative 
or call Ajay Sports, Delavan, Wisconsin toll free: 800-558-3276. 

@A JAY 1977 



FEATURE NICK LONGHURSl 

Darryl " 
Greenamyer -
The Fastest Man 
In Racquetball 

Greenamyer checks out the detailed drawings as he makes some adjustments on his flying speed machine . 
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Forty-year-old Californian Darry l 
Greenamyer just has to be the fastest 
man in racquetball. 

And that doesn't mean he has a zinging 
serve which could knock Marty 
Hogan 's delivery into second place , 
nor fancy flying footwork to sham e 
Steve Serot. But when it comes to 
getting places in a hurry , Darryl ... 
hurries . 

This class C racquetball fanatic spends 
most of his life zipping along on the 
other side of the sound barrier , for he 
flies supersonic about as often as most 
racquetballers buy new balls . 

The bearded test pilot , who made the 
transition from squash to racquetball 
three years ago, is the only man in the 
world to own his own personal jet 
fighter . 

And not just any airplane either , for 
when he blasts into the California 
skies, it is at the controls of a $3 million 
Lockheed Starfighter - just 12,000 
pounds of needle nosed meanness. 

The single seat jet - which widows of 
German Luftwaffe pilots call the 

On the racquetball court, Darryl shows the form 
that has not yet broken any records . 

"widow maker" due to its propensity to 
crash in German hands - cost him 
around $250 ,000 of his own money , 
and 12 y_ears hard labor . 

Now it is completed and flying , the 
racquetballer plans to capture a 
handful of aviat ion 's toughest records 
from their present holders - the 
Russians . 

He show s the same doggedness and 
determ ination in his racquetball game 
as he does when talking about his 
persona l project which he hopes w ill 
soon carry him into the record books as 
the fastest man in the world . 

In just a few months , he will retract the 
land ing gear of the powerful engined 
plane - which he built entirely from 
scrap and surplus parts against a lot of 
opposition from the government and 
the constructors - and head for a 
special rendezvous above a mud lake 
at Tonopah on the California-Nevada 
border . 

When he gets close to a spec ially 
marked out three kilometer course he 
will settle the plane into level flight, one 
hundred and fifty feet above the ground 
and scream four times over the route 
flat out. 

Each time there w ill be a thunderous 
boom as he leaves the sound barrier 
beh ind on his way to a max imum speed 
of 1,01 0 miles per hour - which he 
says will allow him to beat the existing 
record by a hea lthy margin . 

Then after some hot rod "Time to 
Climb " attempts , where he shackles 
the plane to a runway , revvs U'.) the 
engine to full power and zaps off to 
35 ,000 feet in just a coup le of minutes , 
after firing an explosive release bolt on 
the cable leash, - he is going to go for 
the big one, an all-out 1,600 mile an 
hour zoom skywards. 

He wants to wrestle the world aititude 
record away from the Russians , who 
set it a few years back with their Foxbat 
fighter. And to secure that title he is 
going to have to fly almost 25 miles 
high , where the sky is dark and the air 
so thin the point will come where the 
engine quits on him. There he just 
keeps on going with the velocity built up 

by a starting dive at a speed of Mach . 
2 .6 - even faster than the plane was 
ever designed to fly. 

Getting down from up there is no less of 
a feat - he has to go into a special 
compu ter-calculated dive. Too shallow 
and he will go into a powerless tail spin, 
too steep and he could burn up the 
aluminum plane with the heat 
gene rated by a too-fast re-entry . 

But if everything goes to plan he will 
re- ignite the monster eng ine at 25,000 
feet and head home for a special 
victory ce lebrat ion . 

Hon ing his reflexes to the knife edge 
needed to stay on top of his testing task 
presented problems to the former test 
pilot. 

But Darryl , who has logged 200 hours 
of flying time at speeds over 2,000 
miles per hour whi le testing top secret 
government spy planes , found just 
what he needed in racquetball. 

"Like a lot of Californians , I hate to work 
out in a gym . Pushing weights around 
is too repetitious for me, and tennis just 
too slow . 

"I needed something which needed 
co-ordination, intense physical and 
mental effort and which didn 't eat into 
my tight time schedule too much ," he 
explained . 

' 'Then three years ago I discovered 
racquetball . A friend built himself a 
court, and I went along to take a look. " 

The flyer , who graduated from the 
prestigious test pilot school at Edwards 
Air Force Base, still remembers his first 
attempt. 

"In my business, you have to be fit and 
also have pretty good reflexes so I 
figured I was in for an easy time . 

"But after 15 or 20 minutes , I was 
sweating so much - most of it from 
chasing that elusive ball all over che 
court, " he laughed . 

"If I had flown an airplane like I played 
that day . . . any spectators would have 
been treated to some of the craziest 
stunt flying of the i:· lives . 

"But as I began to watch and get into 
the game, I just got bitten by it. I found 
out what a lot of racquetballers had 
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Back on the plane , Darryl checks out one of the engines, the danger of his work clearly etched on his 
face . 

been telling me - it becomes an 
obsession. 

"That was three years ago, and now 
racquetball gives me just what I need, 
a fast competitive game which allows 
me to use a bit of everything - energy, 
agility, reflexes, and it keeps my brain 
racing all the time ." 

As his record attempt draws near, 
Darryl plans to be playing more and 
more racquetball between long hours 
working on his projectile. 
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"On those flights , especially the time to 
climb ones, if I wait for something to 
happen before I react . . . it will b e too 
late . 

"Its like winn ing in racquetball , you 
have to have a special sixth sense to 
combine fast reactions with an even 
faster moving brain . . . and mayb e a 
little luck . " • 

Pro-te e eye g uard is mode of c lear poly ­
corbonole high impact p lastic and if 1s 
virtua lly inde struc tibl e. 
An odju s table e lo slic s lrop o nd o d ouble 
set of pressure sensitive podding is sup ­
p lied with each eyeg uord to occommo ­
do te a ll va ria tions in fac ial anatomy . II 
o fte n ne ed s no podding fo r max imum 
com fo rt a nd sa fety. 
A necessity fo r all Racq uetball , Te nn is, 
Handball and Squa sh en thusiasts b e ­
cause these spo rts o re sec ond only lo 
hockey for severe eye inJur1es 
Ask for Pro-tee eyeguard s and you ·11 ge t 
proc t1co lly no thing o l a ll. 
Distribu ted by Sarana c Glove Co .. P.O 
Box 786. Green Boy. Wisconsin 54305 
an d by Pro -tee Inc .. 532 lndu slry Drive. 
Tukwila . Washing Ion 98188. (206) 243 -4227 . 



COURT CLUBS O MADEIRA, OHIO 

A bi-level Racquetball /Handball and 
platform tennis facility called Court 
House East is now under construct ion 
at Madeira, Ohio , The club is located at 
8229 Camargo Road next to the 
Camargo Racquet Club. The facility 
will be completed this fall. 

Eight championship 
racquetball /handball courts , as well as 
two outdoor platform tennis courts , are 
planned along with a health spa , 
workout rooms, nursery , locker rooms 
and lounge. The club will be completely 
air conditioned. In addit ion a full line of 
pro shop equipment is featured , 
including the latest in racquetball , 
handball and platform tennis 
equipment. 

There will be a series of exhibition 
matches featuring some of the 
outstanding nationally ranked players , 
with free clinics open to all members . 
Two of the courts will be exhibition 
courts with glass enclosed observation 
areas. 

WILLIAMSVILLE, NEW YORK 

Dick Fischer , Adm inistrative Director of 
the Racquet Club of Eastern Hills Inc., 
proudly announces the appointment of 
Charlie Garfinkel as head professional. 
Garfinkel, who is better known as The 
Gar, will be in charge of organizing the 
teaching program at Fischer's beautiful 
facility which is located in the Eastern 
Hills Mall on Transit Road, 
Williamsville, N.Y. 

·As for The Gar, he has a tremendous 
background as a teacher -
racquetball, squash , and tennis - and 
as a writer. The racquetball 
background of The Gar is second to 
none . The Racquet Club feels that they 
are extremely fortunate to have a pro of 
The Gar's calibre. 

The Gar feels that racquetball is the 
fastest growing sport in the country. It is 
very easy to play , provides a 
tremendous workout in a relatively 
short time , and is inexpensive. 

As The Gar himself says, quoting from 
his soon to be released instructional 
handbook , "Racquetball can be 
played by anyone . Even my two 
children, Adina age 6, and Bradley, 
almost a, are playing well . Of course, 
they have the advantage of both being 
over six feet four inches tall. I suppose 
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Charter memberships are now being 
accepted . Membership fees are : 
Family - $75 .00 ; Individua l - $40.00 ; 
Jun iors - $25.00. Corporate or 
business membersh ips will also be 
avai lable . Local interest in racquet 
sports has been grow ing steadi ly in the 
past few years , with women in 
increasing numbers flocking to the 
racquet sports for fun and physique . 

that their height is unusual for their 
age ." 

As The Gar himself says, "Even in high 
school , I knew that I wanted to be a 
teacher . That is what I put down on our 
class prophecy. Out of 423 graduates , 
only seven are doing what they wrote 
down . I am one of the seven. I was 
born to teach ." 

In fact, The Gar estimates that he has 
taught over 500 students in racquetball 
through private and group lessons. 
"Seeing students at all levels progress 
and having fun is very important to me. 
Racquetball is the best game in the 
world for providing this. " 

The Gar , who is presently a Reading 
Resource teacher at School 80, 
graduated from Bennett High School. 
He then received his Bachelor of 
Science and Masters Degree in School 
Administrat ion from Buffalo State . He 
has been a tennis and racquetball 
professional for 18 years. His wife, the 
former Leslie Kwasman , has been a 
tremendous help. 

The Gar 's ability to work with people , 
his patience when teaching, and most 
important of all , his ability to transmit 
knowledge and make the game easy 
for anyone , will find him in constant 

Commerce Industries , Inc. will be the 
Managing Agent for the club . The 
design is by Endeco Associates , and 
the Construction Manager is Endeco 
Corpo ration . Endeco has done studies 
for clubs in other cities includ ing 
Albany, Buffalo and Syracuse , New 
York; Louisville, Kentucky; Anderson, 
Indiana and Detroit , Michigan. 

demand . His " Henny Youngman " style 
of humor doesn't hurt either. 

The Gar , Buffalo 's only playing 
racquetball professional ever, feels the 
proudest of his following 
accomplishments. There have been 
nine National Championships held, 
with five different winners. The Gar has 
defeated four of them in national 
competition . 

Assisting Garfinkel will be Bud Stange. 
Bud is one of the city 's finest players, 
and has assisted The Gar in many 
clinics. He will be a welcome addit ion to 
the teaching staff. 

The 12, beautifully constructed courts 
at the Racquet Club will be completed 
in the near future . Besides 
racquetball-handball and paddleball 
will be offered. There will be instruction 
in both. 

Already leagues and a challenge 
ladder are in the formative stages. In 
fact, Garfinkel says, "'I'm completely 
flabbergasted . I've been challenged 
by two new members already. " 

The Gar, who stands six feet six 
inches, guarantees one thing. "All of 
my students will look up to me. " 
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WAUKESHA, WISCONSIN 

Co-owners John Bergman and Bob 
Keenan are proud to announce that 
construction has begun on the 
Brookfield Racquetball Club with 
planned completion in early fall. 

The BRC is located in the Town of 
Brookfield, Wi., near Waukesha, in 
Waukesha County, which is one of the 
fastest growing counties in Wisconsin 
and the Midwest. 

This central location, just off Interstate 
1-94 and Hwy 18 is just minutes from 
West Milwaukee, Elm Grove , New 
Berlin, Pewaukee and Sussex . 

The BRC will feature a unique design, 
utilizing advanced construction 
techniques to allow for more than 
ample parking and ease of future 
expansion. Initially, 9 courts will be 
constructed with a 10 court addition 
planned in the near future. 

The Brookfield Racquetball Club will be 
a private club for the health conscious 
community. A " players " facility, 
combining a relaxed and friendly 
atmosphere for men, women , and 
families is assured. 

Other features include glass walled 
spectator courts, three lounges 
including a very special private 
womens lounge situated within the 
ladies locker room . Additional 

MUNCIE, INDIANA 

full court CLUB 
RACQUETBALL HANDBALL 
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John Bergman (I.) and Bob Keenan po se in front of the constru c tion si te of their new racqu etball club 
in Brookfield , Wisconsin . Keenan is U.S.R.A. Wiscons in stat e chairm an . 

amenities include, for both men and 
women , an exercise room with the 
most modern exercise equipment 
available , spacious locker rooms with 
extra large lockers , whirlpools , steam 
and sauna's. The large pro shop will 
offer up to date racquetball and 
handball equipment and appropriate 
attire. 

As an added extra, for BRC 's traveling 
members, arrangements have already 

Construction has begun on the Full 
Court Club, located at 3501 North 
Chadam Lane, Muncie, Indiana. 
Completion is slated for September, 
1977. 

General partners Alan Marsh , Boyd 
Franklin and John Primmer announced 
the 10 court racquetball/handball 
facility which will in addition, house 
men and women locker rooms 
containing saunas, whirlpools and 
exercise areas, nursery facilities, 
complete pro -shop, game room and a 
health food/refreshment lounge area . 
In addition, an outdoor swimming pool 
is planned for the first summer season. 

Early in the planning stages by the 
three partners and architect, Fred 
Simmons, a goal was established to 
create a unique identity both in club 
name and logo, and building design . In 
addition, major objectives were to 
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been made to allow BRC members 
court privileges at other clubs in cit ies 
throughout Wisconsin and neighborin g 
states . 

Special Charter , Individual and 
Corporate Memberships are now being 
offered at reduced rates. Inquiries can 
be made by calling (414) 544 -4457 or 
writing to BRC , 711 Moorland Blvd ., 
Waukesha, Wi. 53186 . 

insure energy control ana 
conservation , possess pleasing 
asthetics and to provide a recreational 
facility which combines social 
enjoyment as well as to fulfill members 
desires for physical fitness and 
competition . It is felt that the goal and 
objectives have been met. 

The facility is within view of Ball State 
University , which currently has an 
enrollment of over 15,000 students . In 
addition , by being located on a major 
city thoroughfare, Full Court Club is 
easily accessible to university and 
community members alike . Early 
introductions, promotions, etc ., have 
met with outstanding favoriti sm among 
both students and adults. It is now a 
major operating goal to _Full Court Club 
to combine this enthusiasm and 
provide a refreshing ne-:v attr8:ction to 
the community of Muncie, Indiana. 



TEMPE, ARIZONA 
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Walt Flood, Membership Director , 
announced : "The pre-opening 
membership drive has thus far 
resulted in over 750 Charter Members , 
with the Grand Opening just day s 
away! 

"Response to our announcements ", 
according to Walt , "has been 
overwhelming. In excess of 2,500 
sports and physical fitness enthusiasts 
have called or visited the Membership 
Office at the site over these past four 
months . We're getting 20-30 phone 
calls per day ," continues Flood, "and 

at the current rate of people and 
companies taking out memberships, 
we could be 'sold -out ' within 30 
days after the June opening ." 

The Arizona Athletic Club is a private 
total fitness facility , located in the 
HoHoKam Business Park , with 14 
indoor racquetball courts, including a 
glass enclosed exhib ition court with 
gallery seating for over 1,200 
spectators ; 6 night lighted tennis 
courts , a 25 yard sw imm ing pool, 
indoor gymnasium for basketball and 
volleyball; body building and exercise 

ARI ZONA ATHLETIC CLUB - near ing 
compl etion in Temp e, Arizon a. A 50,000 sq . ft . 
fac ility on 5 acr es in the HoHoKam Business 
Park . The club is a pr ivate, lim ited membersh ip, 
athlet ic health c lub , with 6 tennis co urts , 14 
indoor rac quetb all or handball courts , a 25 yd . 
swimming pool , jogging track , gymnasium, 
Nautilu s Fitness Center, health spas, cocktail 
loung e, snack b ar, pro shop , hair styling & 
barb er shop , and a child c are center . The club 
will be open seven days per wee k for men and 
women . 

room with Olympic and Nautilus 
equipment ; a 1/a mile running track; 
separate Health Spas for men & 
women with Jacuzzi whirlpools , cold 
plunges , steam and sauna rooms, 
massage , and a snack bar with health 
foods. Plus, a cocktail lounge with a 
Disco and live entertainment ; card 
room, bill iard, table tennis and 
conference rooms; a hair styling barber 
shop , pro shop , and a child care center. 
All facil ities will be open seven days per 
week, from 6:00 a.m. tit 11 :00 p.m. , for 
both men and women. 

' 
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PHILADELPHIA, PA 

Northeast Racquet Club announces 
the opening of its 7 new regulation 
racquetball courts . Already one of the 
areas most successful tennis clubs, 
NERC has entered the racquetball 
market in a typically first class way. 

Located at Grant Avenue and 
Krewstown Road in Northeast 
Philadelphia, NERC will have a viewing 
mezzanine exclusively for the 
air-conditioned racquetball courts . The 
courts will be within easy access to 
other facilities . These include saunas , 
steam room, whirpool, locker rooms 
(permanent lockers), indoor pool, 
outdoor pool , fully equipped health 
spa, pro shop, nursery and fireplace 
lounge. 

NERC will offer a full schedule of 
racquetball activities including 
professional instruction, parties , 
challenge ladders , leagues , and 
tournaments for all ability levels . 

For further information please call area 
code (215) 671 -9220. 

PORTLAND, OREGON 

Construction of Western Racquet Club 
is under way, with a planned 
completion date of September , 1977. 
The new facility is located at 8785 S. W. 
Beaverton Hillsdale Highway , 
Portland, Oregon. The Club offers 
eight racquetball courts (one 
glass-walled tournament court), four 
indoor tennis courts, and tennis alleys . 

Other amenities are sauna, steam 
room, jaccuzzi, weight rooms , and 
lockers . A pro shop and lounge with fire 
place will also be featured, as well as 
veiwing areas, juice bar . Racquetball 
instruction will be offered and possibly 
exercise classes. The possibility of a 
day care room is under consideration. 

The Old West decor and relaxed 
atmosphere provide a unique facility 
for members and drop-in players. 

Ron More and Ron Gomez are the 
owners and managers of this club and 
have indicated that additional facilities 
are planned in the Portland area. 

For information, write Western 
Racquet Club, 8785 S.W. Beaverton 
Hillsdale Hwy., Portland , Oregon 
97225; phone 503-297-3723. 
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MARIETTA, GEORGIA 

In the Atlanta , Georgia , area three 
frustrated racquetball players with no 
place to play ball, Rich Boggs, Norm 
Cates and Ray Irwin opened the first 
racquetball club in the metro Atlanta 
area-Court House 1. The club is 
located at 1990 Delk Industrial 
Boulevard , Marietta , Georgia 30067 . 

The club has 10 regulation courts-two 
of which have glass-back walls 
opening into the lounge viewing 
area-sauna , steam room and jacuzzi 

for both men and women ; weight room 
complete with Nautilis weight 
equipment ; snack bar ; pro shop and 
nursery . 

The club , which opened only in April of 
this year , has 1400 members who pay 
an annual fee plus court time fee , or 
on an unlim ited-p lay basis. 

When in the Atlanta area , visit Court 
House 1. 

THE FASTEST 
GROWING BUSINESS 
INTERNATIONALLY ... 
Handball/Racquetball Court Clubs 
One-Day Regional Seminars Covering All 
Aspects Of This Tremendously 
Viable Enterprise 

Now available-Needed "Tools" 
New Seminar 

Report Booklet - $10 D 
40-Minute Tape Cassette­

Feasibility of Court Clubs 
-$10 □ 

Oct. 1-New York City 
Down town Ath letic C lub 

Oct. 8-Atlanta 
Sheraton Inn Airport 

Oct. 29-Cincinnati 
Nov. 12-Dallas 
Dec. 3-Los Angeles 

Further details, mail to: 

312 272-4508 

Mort Leve , Executive Director, 
Court Club Enterprises 
360 Park Drive, Northbrook , IL 60062 



WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Credit for the idea and concept of the 
Aspen Hill Racquet Club in 
Washington, D.C . goes to one man , 
Stanley Hoffberger . Twelve years ago, 
when Hoffberger started playing tenn is 
for recreation and exercise, a racquet 
sports country club was far from his 
mind . 

He became a pupil of Allie Ritzenber g, 
the director and professional at St. 
Alban 's Tennis Club, who is also the 
originator of some of the first tennis 
clubs in Washington . He convinced 
Hoffberger as far back as 1968 , that the 
time was right for the building of an 
indoor tennis club in the area . 

During the time that the plans for the 
Aspen Hill Racquet Club were being 
developed , Ritzenber g introduced 
Hoffberger to Pauline Betz Addie , 
Wimbledon and Forest Hills champ ion, 
a member of the Tennis Hall -of-Fame , 
head of the Sidwe ll-Friends Tennis 
Club and co-owner of the Betz -Taylor 
Tennis Camp . Addie shared their 
interest in an indoor facility and joined 
Hoffberger and Ritzenberg to build the 
Cabin John Tennis Courts in 1971 . 

Hoffberger was responsible for the 

design, financing and construction of 
Cabin John, and became involved with 
the general management of the facility. 
From the vantage point of club 
operator, Hoffberger was able to listen 
to and analyze the needs and wants of 
members and these were considered 
in the development of the Aspen Hill 
Racquet Club concept. Sympathetic to 
the needs of his patrons , Hoffberger 
realized that most tennis enthusiasts 
would have to belong to at least two 
clubs, an indoor and separate outdoor 
club, to satisfy their seasonal needs . 

Aspen Hill Racquet club is to be one of 
the finest club facilities in the area , with 
all the physical amenities of a country 
club except a golf course and full 
kitchen . 

The phy sical setting is park- like - lots 
of foliage and natura l landscaping . It 
was essential to have a large site in 
order to provide enough indoor and 
outdoor courts for seasonal 
reservations and spot reservations all 
year round for impromptu games w ith 
family , friends and bus iness 
associates . Unique to the club are the 
three courts set aside especially for 

BETHEL PARK, PENN SYLVANIA 

Racquetball , the fastest growing 
all -fami ly sport in America, will be 
introduced in Bethel Park this fall with 
the opening of Off -The -Wall 
Racquetball at 3100 Industrial 
Boulevard , in Bethel Park , Allegheny 
County, Pennsy lvania , a suburb of 
Pittsburgh . 

The building will contain 12,000 square 
feet and be constructed of masonary 
fluted block with a stucco finish. The 
permanent and construction financing 
is being provided by Suburban Savings 
Association, 2801 Brownsvi lle Road . 
The General Contractor will be Jenel 
Construction Company of Bethel Park. 

The club, first of a chain to be built in the 
Eastern United States, wi ll offer the 
ultimate in racquetba ll/handball 
faci lities . Off-The-Wall Racquetball wil l 
have eight air conditioned courts, 
sparkling clean and comfortable 
surroundings and professiona l, 
courteous service at attractive prices . 
In addition, there wil l be a comfortable 
lounge, a refreshment center and a 
well stocked pro shop. 

CQUETBAL 

LA--~~ ... ,~ •.• .• ~,- -0 , 
Both mens and women s locker rooms 
will be fully carpeted and each will 
house exercise areas and saunas. 

Because women represent a large 
percentage of racquetball players, 
Off -The -Wall Racquetball will offer a 
free, professionally supervised 
nursery. 

Another special Off -The -Wall 
Racquetball feature will be an area in 
the low er level devoted to racquetball 
preparations. Here. experienced 
instructors will present a complete 
lesson program directed towards 

"spot" reservations. There are nine 
indoor courts , 13 outdoor (11 Har-tru) 
courts planned , as well as four 
racquetball and three platform tennis 
courts . 

The club will have challenge ladders, 
league play and tournaments for the 
competitive player. There will also be 
programs designed for the recreational 
player. 

Saunas , whirlpools and equipped 
exercise rooms are available for the 
members' relaxation , as well as special 
exercise programs . There is also a 
snack bar and a lounge. 

In the Washington area , there was a 
need for a club that would offer a 
variety of activities to involve the entire 
family. Three different racquet sports 
are offered: indoor /outdoor tennis, 
platform tennis and racquetball. 

Hoffberger added, ··our purpose is to 
create a club where the members will 
be comfortable and want to come and 
stay . At Aspen Hill Racquet Club 
members will know that they are 
getting first rate facilities and service. " 

players of all ages and abilities. The 
instructors will also hold free slimnastic 
classes for women and racquetball 
instruction for the children. 

Racquetball is the fastest growing 
indoor sport in America, mushrooming 
from only 170,000 players and two 
court clubs in 1972 to five million 
players and over 600 court clubs today, 
according to the United States 
Racquetball Association, the sport's 
governing body. 

For information call ( 412) 833- 7600. 
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Sorry We 
Forgot You 

Below is an additional list of racquetball 
facilities that we unintentionally 
ommitted from the Directory of Court 
Clubs published in the March issue . 

Vernon Racquet & Squash Centre 
#2 2917 31st Ave. 

Ann Arbor Court C lub 
P.O. Box 1286 

Nation R.B., Tennis 
Golf Show 
The weekend of September 18 
will be the National Racquetball, 
Tennis and Golf Show in Las 
Vegas . A long with the show will 
be a free racquetb all tournament 
on the 18th sponso red by Sunset 
Racqu ets. The tourney is open to 
court club managers , owners , 
sporting goods dealers and 

Vernon, B.C., Canada V1T 2G5 Ann Arbor , Ml 48104 

Court Rooms of America Cherokee Golf & Tennis Club 
5000 N. Sherman Ave . 
Madison , WI 53704 

1404 Kenway Court 
Ft. Wayne , IN 41605 

Jefferson Court Club Kearney Racquetball and Health Club 
12th Street and 1st Ave. 2702 Metairie Lawn Dr. 

Metairie, LA 70002 Kearney, NE 68847 

48 SEPTEMBER 

· seminar attendees . 

If we have omitted your club from our 
Directory, please drop us a line so we 
can publish the club 's name and 
address for all the racquetball world to 
see . That's National Racquetball , 
4101 Dempster St ., Skok ie , IL 60076 . 

□ 
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Thickest plastic skin 
. of any court panel. 

+I- 1 /64-inch tol­
erance between front 
of spline groove and 
f(ont of panel. 

Available in your 
t hoice of 60-lb or 
l 5-lb. density panels. 

We don't play games 
with our panel system 

We designed Spor ts Unlim ited Panels for competition 
. . . To withstand the punishment of racq uet sports for the 
lifetime of your building .. . and that 's a guarantee! 

You 'll have no cracking , chipping, patch ing or paint­
ing . They 're maintenance free! 

Ou r panels hosted the 1977 U.S.H .A. Nationa l 
Championships . Sports Unlimited Panels 
are unmatched for aesthetics, playab il ity and durab il ity 
.. . at a price competitive with any wall system currently 
in use . 

Myron Roderick 
President 

Kent Taylor 
Vice-president 

Write, or bolt er, cell. Ta lk with 
us about the co urt club you ere 
planning . Let us send yo u e free 
info rm ative booklet on the Sports 
Unlim ited Panel system. 

Post Office Box 1207 
Stillwater , Oklahoma 74074 

405 624-1252 





How to Form a League­
and Keep it Alive 

by Sandy Coffman 

Sandy Coffman shared her winning 
formula for women's racquetball 
programs at an August seminar at 
the Racquetball Club in West Allis , 
Wis., where she's gotten hundreds 
of women into the game . In this 
article she gives National 
Racquetball readers some basic 
tips about starting a league . At her 
seminars Coffman details her 
techniques for attracting women 
players to racquetball, and she 
tackles individual problems faced 
by owners, managers, pros and 
players . Sandy 's second seminar 
will be November 12, 1977 . See 
the application form on the next 
page for details . 

My experience with women 's 
leag ues has led me to two 
conclus ions . First , I think players 
should take on as much 
responsibility as possible . Second , I 
can 't count on every player 
assuming that respons ibility , so I 
have to be will ing to put my time and 
effort into making the league work . 

Forming a league starts with phone 
calls . That's how you get your 
players. Bes ides the women who 
already play, call those who have 
family memberships but haven 't 
started playing themselves. Get the 
women into a series of lessons. 

After a few weeks of lessons you 
can separate the women into class 
players, probably starting with just 
two leagues - A and B in one , C 
and D in the other . We have 12 
courts at our club, so I like to work 
with 24 in each group , filling all the 
courts . When more than 24 jo in the 
origina l two groups , I start arranging 
the players in separate A , B, C and D 
leagues. 

Assign a number to each player . 
Let's say you 've broken 24 A players 
into four groups of six . The first week 
1 plays 2, 3 plays 4 and 5 plays 6. 
The next week rotate the women by 
leaving one player stationery and 
bringing the other numbers around 
in a clockwise direction . That would 
give you, for the second week, 1 

playing 3; 5 play ing 2; and 6 play ing 
4. The third week 's pattern wo uld be 
1 vs. 5; 6 vs . 3 ; and 4 vs. 2. the 
pattern is easy to see in 
column-style : 
First week 1-2 

3-4 
5-6 

Second week 1-3 
5-2 
6-4 

With six players you have a 
five- wee k pattern that works well 
with a 15-week season. Then 
players meet each othe r three 
times. As people get better , they like 
to have a third crack at the player 
who beat them the first two times. 

To get the women into comp etition 
separate them into round robins . 
After you 've forme d a round robin 
give each player a schedule listing 
match time s, opponen ts names and 
assigned courts . 

At the same time give players a list 
of rules. Try to put everyth ing in 
writ ing - at least everyth ing you 
can thin k of. (Don't worry , leag ue 
rules are meant to be added to .) 
Here are some of the quest ions your 
rules should answer : 
(1) Wi ll there be entry fees to pay for 
trophies and how much will the fees 
be? 
(2) What's the play of the league? 
(how many points per game , how 
many games per match, any 
tie -breakers , etc.) 
(3) How do players determine the 
first to serve? 
(4) How are league points 
determ ined and who records match 
results? 
(5) If a game is interrupted . who 's 
the winner? 
(6) What happens if a player doesn't 
show up? 
(7) What are the penalties for 
breaking the rules? 



I'm not giving you specifics here 
because rules differ with each club 
and facil ity. Natur ally general club 
rules govern league rules, and so 
does the nature of the players 
(housew ives have more flexible 
time than secretaries do for 
arranging a game .) 

Set up a large board for 
standin gs. Have it in a prominent 
spot and have players fill in names 
and res ults ac ross from date s 
you 've posted. 

Determ ine the length of league 
competition by the number of 
women in the league (it's simple 
math - 10 women play a nine-week 
cycle, and so on .) At the end 
ce lebrate with a luncheon and 
award prizes - trophies, pro shop 
merchandise or court t ime. 

Now you 're ready to start again with 
a new league and probably a larger 
one because everybody 's hea rd 
how great the first one was . 

As I said earlier leagues are not 
something that you can set up and 
then sit back and observe. 
Somebody has to take charge . First 
do that all-important phoning . I've 
found that one phone call to a guy is 
all it takes to get him into the league 
rou tine. But a woman isn 't used to 
an outside committment. If it rains or 
if she has a pile of iron ing , she'll stay 
home . And if she stays home once, 
she 'll stay home again. 

But remember tha t it's because 
everyth ing is done for them that the 
ladies like leagues . The 
convenience of having someone 
else arrange a match , a time and 
court is what keeps a woman 
coming to a league, which in turn, 
beefs up her game and leaves her 
wanting to p lay more racquetball. 

Ladie s Sunshin e League 1977 

Here's a sample of the rules Sandy week) on the Evening Sunshine 
Cottman gave to each of the 150 women League Board. 
in a summer league. 6. Good luck to everyone - get to know 

1. Play will begin the week of June 20. the girls on your team and enjoy the 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

All matches must be played at spirit of team play. 
scheduled times. Courts will be 7. You must know your team and your 
reserved for you and each player is position number in order to read 
responsible for her court time. your schedule. Please circle your 

If any player cannot make her match information to avoid 

match time. (a) She must call her mistakes. (First position player 

opponent and arrange to play the plays the first position player, 

match befor e that following league second position player plays the 

day. (b) She must cancel her court second position player, etc.) 

reservation or be billed for the court 8 . I gave each team a color - you may 
time. (c) A change of schedule want to coordinate socks, 
should only be made if absolutely headbands, wristbands, t-shirts, 
necessary. etc., for fun. 

A player wins 1 point for her team for 9 . There will be a $1.00 entry fee to 
each game won, and a bonus point cover the cost of awards at the end 
if she wins all three games. (A of the league. 
possible 4 points per player) 10. The last scheduled league day -
After every match, fill out a "match There will be no make-up games for 
result slip" and turn it in at the crib. that match. All play ends on the last 
The winner of the match is to fill in league day. 
her points (accumulating them each HAVE FUN!! 

~~;._- ; 
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" How To Success fully Develop a 
Women 's Racquetball Program " 

Seminar by Sandra Coffman 
The Racq uet Ball Club 

1939 South 108th St. 
West Allis , Wis . 53227 

Tel. - 4 1 4-321 -2500 

Please acc ept my reservation at The Racquet Ball C lub for seminar 
Saturday , November 12, 1977. , 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m . 

Name ________ _ ___ Date ____ _ 

Address ____ _ ______ Club _____ _ 

City _________ _ State _ ____ Zi..,_ __ _ 

Home phone ___ Business phon ~ -- - - - ­

I am bringing 
(number) 

family members with me. 

Make checks for $ 115 payable to The Racquet Ball Club (or $150 for tw o 
from same c lub). 

Reservations must be in by November 4. No refunds after that date . 
You will receive a reservation confirmation and directions for getting to the 
club. 



Playing Tip #3 
You may recognize yourself in these 
first two photos , espec ially if you 've 
just moved up from a beginning to 
an intermediate level of play. 

Our September Playing Tip is 
another in our series of excerpts 
from Inside Racquetball for 
Women, a book by Art Shay and 
Jean Sauser . Shay , whose photo s 
appear frequently on the pages and 
cover of Time, collaborated with 
Sauser , a top -ran king pro who uses 
her mistake/correction teaching 
technique at SkyHarbor Court Clubs 
in Northbrook and Highland Park , Ill. 

Inside Racquetb all for Women, 
published by Contemporary Books , 
will be ava ilable later this month in 
stores around the country . 

CORRECTION: 

MISTAKE: Facing the Back wall after serve 

Interm ed iate p layers who have learne d how to study their opponent s to get a clue as to where 
the next shot is com ing from-a nd get a Jump on it if pos sible--0ften fall into the bad habit of 
serving . then turning around to watch their opp onent return the serv e. 

At this p oint they often swing too far around , and end up as "sp ectators " rath er than 
p articipant in the volley. They are hop elessly out of posi tion for the next sho t. 

\ 

• 

I 

... 

It Is important to sneak a glance at your oppon ent as she rece ives your serve . But this swift, tum -of -the neck look should n 't invo lve a 
chqnge of foot position. And it certainly shouldn 't involv e a "po se ", as shown in the seco nd p ic ture. 

Ideally you should serve , and bac k into the center court p osition (a foot or two beh ind the short line in the c enter of the co urt is the best 
defensive position) . 

Now you are ready to observe youropponent's shot , and can ind eed get the jump on her . Get in th"e habit of sw ivelling your head b ack and 
forth , from opponent as she hits, to the ball , which you should follow incess antly. The ball is where the gam e is at. 



In Praise of a Racquetba I Teacher 
Here's the first reply to our request that readers write us abou t their pros. 
If you have com ments about your teacher , iet us know. 

It is with great pleasure that I can take this opportunity to give recognition to "'THE BEST " female teaching pro . Her name is Sue Morgan 
from Arlington Tennis and Racquetball Club in Arl ington Heights, Illinois . I am not the best judge of her talent as a racquetball player in 
competition, but her teach ing capabilities and enthusiasm are surpassed by no one. 

I am not athletically inclined and have never competed in physical sports, but under instruction from Sue, my confidence and command 
of the sport are growing . She can associate with each individual .and each problem . She is the first to give praise and can systematically 
correct any faults with her phenomenal way of communicating with people . 

She recently suffered a racquetball injury and is just recovering; yet, this did not take her away from her pupils . She continued to instruct 
and assist us while wearing a cast on her foot. 

Yes, i f p ossible, this female racque tball p ro deserves recognition for all her efforts in helping to promote racquetball . ✓udy Sziel 
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Fix a Ball for Eating 
The ball . You can toss it, roll it, 
squeeze it, kick it, bounce it, knock 
it, juggle it, whack it. It is often 
cooperative and sometimes 
resistant. But it never talks back and 
has proven to be the most versatile 
play-object in the history of 
mankind. 

The ball has been used for pastime 
and sport since ancient times , 
dating from early Egyptian 
agricultural or fertility ceremonies. 
Later the use of the ball in games 
moved eastward to Persia and 
westward to Greece and Rome . 
According to Homer and other early 
writers ball-play was extremely 
popular among the Greeks ·and 
came to be greatly valued as a 
means of conditioning the body for 
more rigorous athletic contests . And 
although the Romans were not as 
eager to participate in games, they, 
too, engaged in ball-play . Many 
Roman baths contained apartments 
designed specifically for ball sports, 
and some of the wealthier citizens 
had ball courts in their villas . 

Historians have written that a 
number of today's popular ball 
games can trace their recreational 
heritage back to Western Europe 

and the middle ages. In the 13th 
century , the French played a game 
called /a soule wh ich somewhat 
resembled modern -day croquet. 
Variations of this game drifted 
across the channel to England and 
emerged in the form of stoolball 
eventually evolving into cricket. Golf 
is a descendent of the 15th century 
Scottish game of shinty, and football 
is believed to have started with 11th 
century soccer . Baseball slowly 
evolved from the Engl ish game of 
rounders, and court tenn is, the 
great-great-granddaddy of 
racquetball, was conceived in the 
12th century in the cloistered 
courtyards of France . 

The ball has not only been important 
to sports' enthusiasts as an object of 
recreation and games, but also 
served as an inspirat ion to those 
cooks who have created delicious 
and visually appet izing ball-shaped 
dishes . Like the ball used in sports , 
its culinary counterpart knows no 
ethnic boundaries . 

On the following page , we are 
offering four ethnic versions of the 
edible ball. Bon appetit! 

-Judith Neisser 

Swedish Meat Balls (Kottbullar) 

30 to 40 small meat balls 

1 pound chuck 
½ pound lean pork 
2 pieces white bread, cubed 
½ cup milk 
½ cup finely chopped onions 
1 tablespoon butter 
1 egg, slightly beaten 
1 tablespoon finely minced parsley 
1 teaspoon salt 
¼ teaspoon freshly ground pepper 
¼ teaspoon allspice 
1 tablespoon freshly squeezed lemon 
juice 
2 tablespoons bacon fat 
2 tablespoons flour 
2 cups beef bouillon 
2 tablespoons sherry 
¾ cup sour cream 

Combine the chuck and pork and put 
through a food grinder twice. Or have the 
meats ground together three times by a 
butcher. 
Saute the onions in butter until soft. 
Soak the bread cubes in the milk until 
liquid is absorbed. Place meats in a 
mixing bowl. Add bread mixture, onions, 
egg, parsley, salt, pepper, allspice, and 
lemon ju ice. Blend together lightly with a 
fork. Gently shape mixture into small 
meat balls. 
Heat the bacon fat in a large skillet and 
slowly brown the meat balls on all sides. 
Transfer to a heated baking dish. 

Remove all but 2 tablespoons of fat from 
the skillet .and add 2 tablespoons flour, 
blending well over medium heat. 
Gradually add the bouillon and sherry, 
stirring constantly. Cook until sauce is 
thickened and smooth. 
Return meat balls to skillet. Cover and 
simmer for 30 minutes. Uncover. Gently 
fold in the sour cream and heat but DO 
NOT LET BOIL. Serve piping hot, with 
boiled potatoes or .buttered noodles. 



Chinese Shr imp Balls 

An hors d'oeuvre for six people 

1 pound raw shrimp, shelled and 
deveined 
2 tablespoo ns pork fat 
1 slice white bread 
2 tablespoons sherry 
1 egg sepa rated 
1 teaspoon sa lt 
8 to 10 finely minced water chestnut s 
a dash of powered ginger 
3 cups of peanut oil 

Combine the shrimp and pork fat and put 
mixture through a food grinder tw ice, 
making a smooth paste. 

Soak the bread in sherry until liquid is 
absorbed . In a bowl , comb ine shr imp 
paste, bread, egg yolk, sal t, water 
chestnuts , and ginger , mixing well with a 
fork . Beat the egg wh ites unt il foamy and 
fold into the mixtu re. 

Heat oil in a deep fry pan or wok to 375 
degrees . Form the sh rimp mixture into 
balls about 1 inch in diameter , using two 
teaspoons which have been dipped in 
cold water . Remo isten spoon s before 
forming each bal l. With a slotted spoon, 
lower shrimp balls, individually , into the 
hot oil , turning them gently for 3 to 4 
minutes . ONLY COOK 8 to 10 BALLS 
AT ONE TIME . 

Remove cooked shr imp balls to a 
colander and drain . Spread in a single 
layer on a paper-towel-l ined cookie 
sheet and keep warm in a preheated 300 
degree oven. Spear with a toothpick and 
serve plain , or with a sweet and sour 
sauce . 

Gnocchi Verde Tuscana 

Serves 4 

2 packages frozen chopped spinach , 
cooked and squeezed dry 

1 cup fresh ly grated parme san cheese 
213 cup finely gra ted breadcumbs 
½ cup ricotta cheese, well-drai ned of its 

liqu id 
2 eggs slightly beaten 
salt and pepper 
¼ tea spoon nutmeg 
1 tablespoon butter 
1 ½ teaspoons salt 
½ cup sifted flour 
2 cups tomato sauce 

In a bowl, combine spinach, ½ cup 
parmesan , breadcrumbs , ricotta, eggs , 
and nutmeg . Mix well with your hands 
and salt and peppe r to taste . Take about 
one-half teaspoon of the gnocchi 
mixture and form it into a small ball. Roll 
lightly in flour . Test gnocchi in gently 
boi ling water . If it disintegrates on 
cookin g, add anot her 2 tablespoons 
bre adcrum bs to the mixture . 

Form the rest of the mixture into small 
balls , the size of a cherry, and roll lightly 
in flour. Bring four quarts of water to a 
gentle boi l. Add the salt , then drop in the 
gnocchi, one at a time . DO NOT COOK 
MORE THAN 8 TO 10 GNOCCH I AT 
ONE TIME . When the gnocchi rises to 
the surface, remove it with a slotted 
spoon and place in a buttered, 
oven-proo f dish . Cover generously with 
tom ato sauce . Sprink le with the 
remaining parmesan, dot with butter, 
and place in a preheated 350 degree 
oven for 20 minutes or until sauce is hot 
and cheese is melted . Serve with 
additional grated cheese on the side . 

Matzo Balls 

Serves 4 

2 tablespoons chicken fat, chilled 
2 eggs well beaten 
½ cup matzo meal 
1 teaspoon salt 
¼ teaspoon nutmeg 
1 teaspoon chopped parsley 

Cream the fat. Add the eggs, salt , 
nutmeg , and enough matzo meal to 
make a soft dough . Fold in the parsley . 
Chill thoroughly . 

Form a little of the mixture into a small 
bal l. Test in boil ing water . If it does not 
hold together , add more meal. 

Form the rest of the mixture into balls 
about the size of a marb le. Drop into 
boiling chicken soup, reduced to a 
gentle roll, and cook cover~d for 15 
minutes . Serve immediately . 



Who 's Playing Racquetball? 
Alice Kelleher: 
Pistol Packing Police Sergeant 
Every 28 days Sergeant Alice 
Kelleher changes shifts . She also 
changes sleeping hab its and meal 
schedules and racquetball court 
times . Kelleher , the first and only 
female sergeant in the Cook County 
(Ill.) Sher iff's Department , plays 
racquetball three to four times a 
week . 

Equipped with a sta inless steel .357 
magnum and statewide radio , 
Kelleher supervises five to nine men 
for seven hours at a time in Burbank, 
Ill. population 32 ,000 . A sergeant for 
over seven years, the native 
Chicagoan encounters few sexist 
ditticulties in her role of authority. 

''There was resentment at first, " she 
said , "but as in anything else you 
just have to prove yourself ." 

Enlisting as a "patrolman " in the late 
fifties , Kelleher spent 14 weeks at 
the Chicago Police Academy and 
moved on to a seven year stint in the 
vice control unit. Attired in plain 
clothes she investigated gambling , 
prostitution and narcotics . After 
working for several years in the 
fugitive warrant section of the 
department, Kelleher was promoted 
to sergeant and transferred to the 
patrol. 

Since working on the street Kelleher 
began to realize the importance of 

good physical condit ion. She started 
playing tenn is but quickly 
discovered racquetball gave her a 
better workout. (She has lost 12 lbs.) 

" / get into fights ," she said . " I've 
been involved in everything from 
shootings to b irths to bank 
robberies , and I find racquetball a 
nice diversion from the things I have 
to see every day . " 

But for the Cook Cou nty sergeant 
racquetball is no longer just 
strenuous exercise and a release 
from a high pressure job . She is 
getting good. 

For the past two years Kelleher has 
won the womens ' tournaments at 
the Evergreen Park Bath and Tennis 
Club . Last March at the Illino is state 
tournament she came in fourth in the 
B category . She also plays mixed 
doubles competit ively . 

Kel leher plays with a few wom en but 
more often with men . Many of her 
partners are people she has met at 
her club . 

"Sure , men have faster reflexes and 
hit the ball harder ," she admits , "but 
there is no reason a woman can 't be 
really good . 

"I'm 41 and I feel great and that's 
saying something! " 

- Jennifer Alter 

-
. . 

Alice Kelleher on the court at Evergreen Bath & Tennis Club . A release from the 
pressures of police work. 
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Car 1428 where are you? Going to play 
racque tball, where else? 
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Packing the p istol, preparing to play 

We invite you to submit names ot 
women racquetball play ers with 
notable off-the-court lives - either 
unusual careers or other 
newsworthy interests . Send 
suggestions to Carol Bruss/an ; 
National Racquetball; 4101 
Dempster St., Skokie, Illinois 6007 6_ 
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~ ·· ··=· :::;;..'..:~ \ The Boomer 

he Esprit 
The MTD 



Only a quality 
racquet is 
going to satisfy 
you in the 
long run. A 
racquet that 
can stand the 
test of hard play . A racquet 
that will take smash after 
smash and really perform . 
Omega is such a racquet . 

Omega, the most play ­
able racquet on the market, 
is designed to out-perform 
the other top-of -the-line 
racquet - yet is more 
attractively priced. Now that 's 
a pleasant surprise . 

Players everywhere are 
discovering the finer play ­
ability of Omega-and the 

pride of owning 
Omega . So if you're 
not playing with an 
Omega ... you just 

might not be 
playing 

your best 
game. Try 

an Omega racquet ... its feel 
... its responsiveness . Ask your 
dealer or club for Omega by 
name . If it's not in stock, call 
or write : Omega , a Division of 
Prandur Corporation , 2366 
Schuetz Road St. Louis, Missouri 
63141 (314) 872 -9007. 

MEGA 
cJ The WIN-DESIGNED Racquets 
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ATIO Al RACQUETBALL ~ TERVIEW 

Three weeks after Shannon Wright start ing playing racquetball, she 
stopped playing for fun. 

From then on, Wright says , "it was with the idea of being the best ," a goal 
she reached on June 11, in San Diego when she de -throned the reigning 
champion, Peggy Steding . It took Wright less than four years to become 
number one, though she believed she was the best long before she gained 
the title. 

In 1976 Wright took second in the National Champ ionsh ips. Her current 
winning streak began in Chattanooga on March 27, after she and Steding 
had exchanged victories in four tournaments follow ing Wright's first victory 
over Steding in Ft. Lauderdale last December . After Chattanooga Shannon 
stacked up a series of wins against the 41-year-old Steding - Southfield in 
April, Lombard and Newport Beach in May. At the Nationals in June , when 
she beat the fellow Texan (Steding is from Odessa ; Wright grew up in Ft. 
Worth) it was official: Shannon Wright was the best woman racquetball 
player in the world . 

,he current champion , whose 21st birthday is September 11, walked onto a 
court for the first time on a date with Pete Wright , a man she calls "one of the 
top instructors in the country ." 

The two met while they were enrolled at Texas Christ ian Univers ity, where 
Pete was an upperclassman and Shannon a precocious 16-year-old 
summer student. They got married two years later and were divorced in 
another two years because "racquetball became a monster that devoured 
our marriage , " she explains with a tinge of regret color ing her southwestern 
drawl. 

Some fellow players and other Wright observers wou ld agree tha t the 
woman at the top's will to win at racquetball can get in the way of her regard 
for people . All who watch her play (or play against her) adm ire her sk ill 
("she 's the best ") , but opinions differ over her personal ity . Some call her the 
Muhammad Ali of woman 's racquetball - arrogant and cocky . Some say 
"she 's really a nice kid " and that her " total winning attitude is something we 
all could use .·· Others tag her "downright mean " and raise doubts about her 
on-the-court ethics. 

In a long-distance phone interview with Shannon Wright , National 
Racquetball 's Carol Brusslan learned that Wright is eager to give women 's 
racquetball an appeal ing image that will attrac t new players and spectators . 
She admits that in the past she might have been "nasty " -that her conduct 
might even have been construed as " vicious. " But she says she 's reformed 
now that she's champ . 

What kind of on and off the court person is our new women 's champ ion? 
Read her frank, thoughtful and sometimes surprising answers . Then dec ide 
for yourself. 

Brusslan: Would you say you've 
always excelled in sports? Are you 
a natural athlete? 

Wright: Well , I played sports all my 
life. We would come home from 
school and everybody in the 
neighborhood - boys and girls -
wou ld have a big football game. I 
played tennis fo r 10 years from the 
time I was four to 14. I won the city 
champ ionship when I was 14 and 
then I went into high school, playing 
softball , field hockey and basketba ll. 

Brusslan: You've been called a 
true competitor . 

Wright: You 'd better believe it. 

Brusslan : And I wondered if you 
can remember even as a child 
always being compe titive? 

Wright: Well , the main place I was 
competitive was not in sports - it was 
in school. One reason is that - and I 
don 't say this to sound smart or 
anything , all the girls I played sports 
with in high schoo l and other places 
- they were such pathet ic athletes . 
There just wasn 't any competit ion . 

Brusslan: How did your academ ic 
compet ition turn out? 

Wright: I did very wel l. I wen t to 
what is probably one of the best 
private schools in Texas - Ft. 
Worth Country Day Schoo l. I 
skipped the eighth grade and I made 
the high honor roll several t imes. I 
always made the regular hono r roll. I 
graduated in the top five people in 
the cl ass- even though there were 
only 36 of us. 

Brusslan: Did you go on to 
college? 

Wright: Yes , well right now , I'm on a 
leave of absence from co llege . I've 
got a year and a ha lf to finish . I 
attended Texas Christian Universi ty 
and I also attended Te xas Woman's 
University in Denton . I was pursuing 
a health degree. And bec3use of the 
trave l that I do right now and clin ics 
that I put on , I just don 't have the 
time . 

Brusslan: Do you wan t to do 
anything in the health field? 

Wright: No, if I go back I'm sure that 
I will change my major to one of the 
pure sc iences like phys ics or 
astronomy - I enjoyed .them both . 



Bruss Ian: If you go back, you'd do 
it for learning for its own sake? 

Wright: Yes, because I'm sure not 
going to make any more money with 
a college degree . In the future I'm 
sure that I'll make my money in 
racquetball. 

Brusslan: What else to you think 
you might get into? 

Wright: Well, business myself . 
Maybe in the gold business . I'm a 
little bit interested in that right now . I 
might be apprenticing for a gal who 
sells gold jewelry. I might do it for a 
while or I might go into some other 
kind of little business - oh, I don 't 
know , I've got so many things going 
right now. Just about a month more 
and I'll have my pilot's license . I've 
got to get that finished . 

Brusslan: What do you want to do 
with your pilot's license? 

Wright: Well, I'll get my private 
license and then I'll probably go into 
my instrument rating, and after that I 
don 't want to fly any - you know -
big airliners or anything like that. I'm 
taking my lessons in a small Cessna 
150. 

But the main thing that I'm into right 
now, outside of racquetball, is long 
distance running. Next December 
I'm going to be running in the 
Honolulu marathon, which is 26 .2 
miles. 

, 

Brusslan: What are you doing to 
get ready for the marathon? 

Wright: The way I've been training 
lately is running - oh seven or eight 
miles a day. And I play racquetball 
just about every day. 

Brusslan: Who taught you to play 
racquetball, who got you involved in 
the sport? 

Wright : My ex-husband, Pete 
Wright. He still lives in Dallas . He's 
one of the top instructors in the 
country and he taught me from the 
very beginning. I played the first two 
or three weeks for fun and then it 
was with the idea of being the best. 

Brusslan: Right from the 
beginning? 

Wright: Right after I started. He told 
me that I could be the best and I 
didn't have any ideas - I took his 
word for it. 

Brusslan: So you're saying he took 

"The single thing that kept me from number one was 
that I smoked cigarettes for five years. I quit smoking 

about five months ago - and that 's the main 
reason I reached number one ." 

you into a court, started you playing 
and said to you - almost 
immediately - "you have the abil ity 
to be the best woman playe r." 

Wright: That's right. 

Brusslan : When you deci ded to 
become the best, what did you do? 

Wright: We played togethe r, we did 
hours upon hours ·of drills and 
pract ice and runn ing and so forth -
but probably the single thing that 
kept me from number one was that I 
smoked cigarettes for five years . I 
qu it smoking about five months ago 
- and that's the ma in reason I 
reached number one. 

Brusslan: How did you stop? 

Wright: I went to the Schi ck Center 
of Controlled Smoking . I paid $450 
but it's a fabulous program . I've 
don e a commerci al for them and 
hopefully it will air nation ally. 

Brusslan: You 'd be a good 
testimoni al. 

Wright: You 'd bette r be lieve it. 

Bruss Ian: Were you a heavy 
smoker? 

Wright : No, just a pack a day . But 
it's amazi ng. I just feel so great now . 
I just never have a problem wi th 
conditioning. The main reason I was 
numb er two for so long was 
conditioning . Now I'm in fabulous 
shape. I never get tired play ing 
racquetball. 

Brusslan: Why did you move to 
San Diego? 

Wright: Because I got divorced . I 
needed more competition and also 
Leach Industr ies, located here , 
employed me. This just seemed to 
be the only logical place to move . 

Brusslan : Would you say you r 
divorce was a case of career over 
marriage ? 

Wright: That's exactly right. We 
made one fata l mistake , and that 
was putting racquetball and 
busin ess ahead of our marriag e. We 
just made a wrong cho ice, decid ing 
on the goa l that I would be number 
one . We did n't really know wh at we 



were getting into and it was like a big 
monster that devoured us . 

Brusslan: Now that you 're on your 
own, in San Diego , what is your 
training routine? 

Wright: Well, like I said, I'm running 
about eight miles a day . 

Brusslan: When you run , do you 
run on a soft surface? 

Wright: No, not necessarily . I run on 
pavement sometimes . 

Brusslan: Do you ever worry about 
what the hard surface might do to 
your legs? 

Wright: Yes , but I wear real good 
Pony running shoes . They 're 
padded real well , and they 've got 
good support . Jogging on hard 
pavement could be bad for your 
legs. When you run you just barely 
bring your feet off the ground . 
There 's really not that much 
pressure on the knees . I found if I 
put my heel down first and kind of 
float along that my legs never 
bother me . I've never had any kind 
of shin spl ints , I've never had a 
pulled muscle. I've really never had 
an injury. 

Brusslan: Does running condition 
you for racquetball ? 

Wright: In a way it's probably bad . 
It's good for me from the standpoint 
of endurance. But it's bad from the 
standpoint of speed : The long 
distance running that I'm doing now 
developes the slow twitch muscles 
and that means I don 't hav e as much 
spring as I possibly could . But the 
thing that saves me on the 
racquetball court in women 's 
competition is I know where all the 
gals are going to hit the ir sho ts . 
The re's not one time , hardly, that 
they hit a shot that surpr ises me . 

Brusslan: So by anticipating you 
make up for any speed long 
distance running might cost you? 

Wright: That's right . And another 
thing is that there are absolutely no 
girls in racquetball right now that are 
fast. Everybody is pathetically slow . 
I'm slow but"I look a little bit quicker 
than most of the ga ls because I've 
got good anticipation. 

Brusslan: How else do you train , 
besides running? 

Wright: I get into a court and I hit by 
myself quite a bit. 

Brusslan: Does your training get 
more intense before a tournament? 

Wright: Well , this is the way of life 
that I've dec ided on, O.K.? It's a 
completely different type of life 
based around health . I've gotten to 
the point where I don 't see what I'm 
doing as training . I'm having a good 
time . 

When I first started playing 
racquetball it was very intense . I had 
to really conce ntrate on doing the 
dr ills properly and going out and 
running my distance every day and 
all that. And now-you know, I look 
forward to running . I just enjoy it so 
much , I look forward to getting on 
the racquetball court . I like being 
able to place the ball where I want it 
as hard as I want it or hit it as soft as I 
want it. And so I do this as 
enjoyment. I'd much rathe r go in the 
racquetball court and hit balls just by 
myself for an hour than go to a 
movie . 

Bruss Ian: Before the Nationals -
d id you still practice for only an hour 
a day? 

Wright: Maybe not that much . One 
thing that you don 't want to do 
before a tournament is play so much 
that you burn out and you 're not 
excited about it. Like Davey 
Bledsoe . God, the worse thing for 
him to do is train before a 
tournament or play hard before a 
tournament. You tend to burn out. 

Brusslan: What do you do when 
you practice by yourself? 

Wright: Well, I work on al l of my 
different shots . I used to do very 
prec ise pattern dr ills . I'd hit 50 
forehand kill shots down the wall. 
Something like that. And then I'd do 
the backhand . And then I'd do a 
ceil ing ball drill and so on and so 
forth. But now I get in the court and 
practice just do ing stuff that I enjoy. 

Brusslan: And that is all you need 
for your game ? 

Wright: Oh yeah , exactly. 

Brusslan: When you practice with 
another person, who is it? 

Wright: Well I play with Bledsoe an 
awful lot. And right before the 
Nationals Marty Hogan and I worked 
out about three or four times a week 
for several weeks. 

Brusslan : How did the sco res run? 

Wright : In practice with Bledsoe 
and Hogan I'll usually get 15 to 19 
points . 

Brusslan: I understand you're 5' 5 " 
and weigh 125. Obviously you 're 
not as big and strong as the men 
you practice with . How do you 
compensate for less strength when 
you play with a man? 

Wright: Well , first of all I hit the ball 
very hard . 

Brusslan: Compared to the men? 

Wright: I'm very strong from 
running , and from play ing 
racquetball my upper body's 
developed pretty well. There 's no 
other woman on the tour who 's as 
strong as I am . 

Brusslan: But you 're not as strong 
as the men . 

Wright: In racquetball strength 
doesn 't make a difference . I think 
most women can compete with most 
men in racquetball. I don 't think 
power has all that much to do with it. 
A man may be powerful , but that 
doesn 't mean that he can hit the ball 
very hard . Power comes from 
timing . That's where it comes from, 
for sure. I can hit the ball as hard as 
Charlie Brumfield most of the time . 

Bruss Ian: Would this apply to any 
woman? If she works on her timing , 
she doesn 't have to worry ab ou t 
strength? 

Wright: That 's right. Though you 
can 't be a skinny little thing. The 
important th ing is to get your timing 
down . 

Bruss Ian: And what about speed? 
Aren 't most men faster than most 
women players? 

Wright: Yes , men have about twice 
the percentage of muscle in their 
bodies - so they have more power 
and speed . 

Brusslan: Specifically, how do you 
get ready for an important match? 

Wright: I do an hour and a half of 
stretches before a match . I stretch 
my arms , my back , my legs to . 1ake 
sure that I don 't pull anything . 

Brusslan : Do you try to get a lot of 
sleep before an important match? 



"A tournament is a complete letdown to me. 
I could play a whole tournament 

in one day and still 
not be tired." 

Wright: No, this is a way of life and 
so you try to do everything the same 
every day. That way you don't shock 
your body. Sometimes, if you sleep 
too long you'll get up and feel 
drowsy. You want to get a normal 
amount of sleep-six, seven, eight 
hours. 
I don't need more sleep. during a 
tournament because a tournament 
is a complete letdown to me. I could 
play a whole tournament in one day 
and still not be tired. I play one 
match a day, and it's not even half of 
what I do normally. During the 
Nationals I was running seven, eight 
miles a day. 

Brusslan: Do you pay special 
attention to what you eat? 

Wright: I try to stay away from junk 
foods. Right now my weakness is 
waffles. 

Brusslan: What do you eat before a 
match? 

Wright: I prefer to play on an empty 
stomach. Most of the time we play 

our finals around noon, so I get up 
early and eat breakfast no later than 
seven. 

Brusslan: A big breakfast? 

Wright: Not really - bacon, eggs, 
toast - or bacon , eggs, waffle . 

Brusslan: Is there anything you do 
to get yourself mentally ready for a 
match? 

Wright: The only time I do , really, is 
during the finals because all the 
other matches I don 't really have to 
work. I just go in and have fun . I don't 
have to put out all that much. But 
when I play in the finals, that's a little 
bit tougher, there's more mental 
pressure to win . So what I did before 
the Nationals this year was all day -
I don't know how I do it - I just go 
around in a daze thinking> about not 
a whole lot, but about winning, about 
what I need to do. I think back about 
how I've prepared for other 
tournaments. I'm just really kind of 
quiet. I p~e.ter listening to music and 
being by myself. 

Brusslan: Do you stay away from 
the courts until you have to be 
there? 

Wright: No and that's one thing 
that's really different between me 
and any of the other gals . Before a 
big match I might go in and play 
racquetball for an hour or so with the 
men and I always make sure that I'm 
warmed up. Because of the way I'm 
built, I have a good chance of pulling 
a muscle if I don't warm up properly. 
I like to make sure that all my shots 
are "on. " During the Nationals my 
serve wasn't on - it was so 
pathetic. I couldn 't hit a good serve 
at all. I had to play a much more 
control game, 

Bruss Ian: Why do you think that 
was true? 

Wright: It was just the pressure of 
the National tournament. Steding 
and I said to each other right before 
the match. " Well, here we are 
again ." I said " Yeh, this one 's for all 
the marbles." And when it's for all 
the marbles, it's a tougher situation . 

Bruss Ian: In a National Racquetball 
interview Charlie Brumfield said he 
develops an artificial hatred toward 
his opponent . Do you find that kfnd 
of mental frame helpful? 
Wright: Not a,ny more. I used to for a 
while, but that's really a loser. When 
I'm out on a court playing a big 
match, I don't need hatred because 
that's not the reason I'm out there. 
I'm out there to demonstrate my 
racquetball skills to myself and to 
the audience watching. Also to 
demonstrate good sportsmanship, 
appreciate when my opponent hits a 
good shot - that's what racquetball 
is about. There 's no point to develop 
this hatred kind of stuff. 

Brusslan: Does that hate attitude 
get in the way of the game? 

Wright: No, it doesn't. But I don't 
think that's what racquetball is all 
about. Right now I'm definitely a 
notch better than the rest of the gals. 
It's probably because I've had an 
opportunity to play some of the best 
players . I've got more physical 
ability, I'm in much better shape , and 
I've put more time into it than 
anybody else . 

}:\nd so ri9ht now - because I'm 
winning - I can afford to be really 



nice . When it starts to get tough , 
next year or the year after , 
whenever someone else tough gets 
in. and gives me a rough game , I 
might have to prepare for it 
differently . 

Brusslan: When you went into the 
finals did you have a particular 
game plan in mind? 

Wright: My strategy when I play 
Peggy - it 's been developed over 
the last several years - is to hit a 
good stroke , force her to make a 
weak return (generally she does) , 
shoot and I put it away. The reason I 
lost for a long time was because I'd 
miss those set ups . I just don 't miss 
like I used to. Peggy hits balls off the 
back wall quite a bit , so I just kind of 
wait for her to set me up. You know , I 
can hit ceiling balls with her until she 
sets me up off the back wall. And 
she always does. 

Brusslan: So you didn't have to 
change your game plan at all? 
Everything went just about the way 
you thought it would? 

Wright: Yeah , except I gave her a 
few more gifts than she actually 
deserved. 

Bruss Ian: What about earlier this 
year - when she beat you? 

Wright: In Las Vegas I was tired -
I'd been out to the shows all night. It 
was the first time I'd been to Vegas 
and I absolutely had a blast. That 
was one of the more fun 
tournaments . She just beat me in 
the tie-breaker . 

In Denver I made a m istake that I 
learned an awful big lesson from . I 
played the most fabulous game of 
my life the first game. I only made 
one error and beat her 21-4 or 5. 
When you beat somebody that bad 
you expend so much energy 
mentally and physically, it's very, 
very tough to come back and play 
well in the second game . In the 
second game she played even with 
me and right at the end , she got hot. 
She beat me 21 to 18 or 16, but it 
was close all the way . In the 
tie-breaker it was pretty close, I 
choked up a little bit, ~nd she won . 
But if I'd been smart I would have 
eased off in that first game . 

Bruss Ian: Have you done that ever 
since? 

Wright: Yes. Yes. 

" I will always let somebody get 
double figures in the first game. 

The second game , if I really want to 
crunch 'em , I' ll go ahead. " 

Brusslan: So it's just a matter of 
experience? 

Wright: That's exactly right. Now I 
will always let somebody get double 
figures in the first game . The second 
game , if I really want to crunch 'em , 
I'll go ahead . But that first game you 
have to make somebody feel like 
they put out some ene rgy too . 

Brusslan: Do you analyze any 
games afterwards? 

Wright: No, not really . Denver 's the 
one I analyzed most. It's hard for me 
to remember the games I've played. 

Bruss Ian: Does anyone help you -
do your friends tell you what they 
think you should have done? 

Wright: Everybody wants to give 
you advice . Charlie Drake's been a 
help . When I first came out here to 
California he was the one who 
encouraged me to shoot a lot more 
and play much more offensively. 
That's what's helped my game, that 
piece of advice : "Just shoot the 
ball." But I've also got the ability to 

play good control too. That's what I 
played in the Nationals . 

Brusslan: Getting back to the 
National finals I understand you 
asked Peggy Steding to change the 
shirt that she was wearing that said 
" Jldie but Goodie ." Why did you do 
that? 

Wright: I didn't ask her to change it. 
I thought it was a cute shirt. But 
somebody else didn 't think so. 
Peggy and I don't talk an awful lot. 
We 're not very close friends. I'm not 
close friends with anybody on the 
tour. I don 't think that's a very good 
idea - being friends with the people 
you 're competing against. It's not 
that they're not nice gals, because 
most of them are . One thing I'll 
always say about Steding is that 
she 's the most phenomenal woman 
athlete I've ever seen . For her age 
she is very good. But , you know , she 
can 't compete against me . 

Brusslan: Because of the age 
difference? 

Wright: Yeah, and also I have the 
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feeling that if she was my age right 
now, I'd beat her because I'm so 
much smarter than she is. 

Brusslan: So you think it 's your 
smart game that wins? 

Wright: And also I'm far superior to 
her. I'm quicker than she is. I'm more 
powerful. I've got more endurance 
than she has now. But - a year ago 
- that wasn't true. 

Brusslan: Even though you were 
still the same number of years 
apart? 

Wright: That's right. But now I've 
quit smoking. I've gotten into good 
shape . Now I don't think there 's any 
contest. 

Brusslan : What was go ing through 
your mind when you realized you 
were about to be number one? 

Wright: Routine . That's really what 
it was. Because in the Nationals -
while there was a little more 
pressure - l'o been winning all the 
tournaments since March . 

Brusslan: What was the first time 
you realized you would be number 
one? 

Wright: Well, I thought I was 
number one for several years now. 

Brusslan: But wasn't there a 
turning point when you could see 
you were a little closer? 

Wright: At Ft. Lauderdale , when I 
won my second pro tournamen t, I 
just knew the time had come . 

Brusslan: And what did you feel? 
Relief? Joy? 

Wright: I just felt good because I 
knew in my mind that I was the best. 

Brusslan : That was a big 
achievement at San Diego . Being 
number one had been your goal for 
four years . 

Wright: That's what I told the 
newspapers after the match . I said 
"Well, I've worked four years for 
this . " 

Brusslan: Was that your most 
satisfying match. 

Wright: My most satisfying match 
will be when there 's somebody , 
really a superb athlete, and a good 
racquetball player and we both play 
an outstanding game - you know, 
11-10 in a tie-breaker and I'll know 
the match was tough and I deserved 

"I have the feel ing that if Steding 
was my age right now, I'd beat her 

because I'm so much smarter 
than she is." 

to win it. In Lombard Janell Marrio tt 
had me 10 to 4 in the tie-breaker and 
I beat her. When I came off the court , 
I said to myself , "If tha t's not 
achievement , I don 't kno w what is." 

Brusslan: Because you really had 
been challenged? 

Wright: Oh , yeah! I made a mistake 
in that tournamen t. I went on a zero 
carbohydrate diet , and when I 
played in the fina ls , I'd been on the 
diet for a wee k and I had abso lutely 
no energy . 

Brusslan : Why did you win 
anywa y? 

Wright: Smart-thin king and guts 
was all it was. 

Bruss Ian: Are you very consc ious 
of the crowd response during a 
match ? 

Wright: I'm conscious of it. But it 
doesn 't affect me any more . 

Brusslan: At on e time did it affect 
you? 
Wright: We ll, the funny thing is that 

when you 're on your way up, the 
crowd always roots for you. Golly , 
when you get to the top the crowds 
root for the other gal. They clap 
when I make a mistake. They 're 
aga inst me and they boo. That's a 
bunc h of crud . 

Bruss Ian: Bu t it still do esn 't bothe r 
you ? 

Wright: No. 

Brusslan: So the cro wd isn 't with 
you anym ore? 

Wright: No, they're not. But I get out 
there and I try to play a good game of 
racquetba ll and I try to be a good 
sport and I try to be nice - I wo uld 
like the crowd to like me. 

Brusslan: Speaking of being nice, 
some one has sai d that you deliver 
dirty looks and tha t you sm irk. One 
opp onent said that she was so mad 
she could n 't see the ball to hit it. And 
then som eone else sai d that during 
a match yo u talked to yourself and 
you sa id , "Wh at are you doing, 
messing up with this rookie?" 



"I don't call anything against myself. 
Can you imagine a basketball player 

going up to a ref and saying , 
'Oh, I fouled this guy? ' " 

Wright: No , no, no, no . I don't ever 
say anything like that. I don 't say 
smart remarks to anybody . Except, 
you know , I might say, " Thanks for 
the gift," if they hit a shot in the floor. 
Or I'll talk to myself on the court 
sometimes and I'll say "Oh, that's 
good. " The only time that I might 
have done the smirking was with 
Jan Campbell in the Nationals th is 
year. I was up to serve most of the 
time and so I'd look back at her and 
kind of give her a sm irk and 
everybody could see me . She 'd give 
me a smirk right back, but nobody 
could see her do it. 

Brusslan: You'd say generally , 
then, that you don 't try to psych out 
an opponent by being nasty? 

Wright: Oh, I don't want to psych 
out anybody and I really try not to be 
nasty. Some gals might say that I 
might not be a good sport because I 
cheat or something like that. But the 
only time that I would say I even 
come close is one policy - just like 
Brumfield - I don 't call anything 

aga inst myself . Can you imag ine a 
basketball player going up to a ref 
and saying "Oh, I fouled this guy ." 
Nobody ever does that. And people 
in tennis don 't call things - it's 
always the line judges. They are the 
ones who are calling the ball. That's 
their job. My job is on the court, 
hitting the ball. 

Brusslan: Does it bother you that 
some people say you cheat? 

Wright: No. Because I have to live 
with myse lf. Oh there were a couple 
of times when I felt bad . But I'm sure 
there were a couple of times when 
some other people felt bad. 

Brusslan: Have you ever seen a 
ball bounce twice and not called it 
during a game? 

Wright: Yes . 

Brusslan : You feel that's 
immaterial? 

Wright: That's immater ial. That's 
the refe ree's job and that's why he 's 
getting paid. That's why there are 
linesmen, too . The other gal can 

always appeal. Those kind of calls 
always even out in a match. And 
there aren 't really that many close 
women 's matches. There haven 't 
been any matches that have been 
made or broken by calls. 

Brusslan: Someone said that your 
opponents have to watch you 
constantly so they know what to 
appeal. Do you think people playing 
you are afraid you'll try something 
illegal . 

Wright: Not necessar ily. 

Brusslan: You don 't give 
opponents the feeling that they 'd 
better watch you closely? 

Wright: I watch everybody else 
closely. It's like bus iness , you watch 
your inventory closely . 

Bruss Ian: So it 's part of the game? 

Wright: Definite ly. It's like taking 
care of the racquets at a club so 
someone doesn 't step out of the 
door with them. 

Brusslan: How do you feel about 
the quality of refereeing? 

Wright: I think Chuck Leve and 
Terry Fancher do a good job for my 
matches. They have refereed all of 
my major matches and I know how 
they 're going to call a ball and they 
are generally consistent. 

Brusslan: What about refereeing in 
the preliminary rounds? 

Wright: Before that it doesn 't make 
any difference. I tell my opponent 
she can have anything she wants. 
Because the referee 's not going to 
be that good , and I can afford to do 
t; ,at. Maybe two years from now 
we 'll have great referees all the way 
through . 

Brusslan: Should a player be 
allowed to reverse a referee 's 
decision? 

Wright: If they want to , but I think it's 
dumb . That's not the player's area. 
He 's play ing the game . The 
referee 's area is making the calls, 
judging the game . But if somebody 
hits a ball right into the floor and the 
referee calls it good and sod es the 
linesman and you know that was a 
skip , sometimes you just can 't help 
but say " that ball really skipped in ." 
On the close ones my point is that 
the referee is going to call some for 
you and some for your opponent. 



"When people get to be a racquetball nut . . 
they become more aware of 

their health and their body and how good 
it feels just to be alive." 

And in the end they even out. I don 't 
think the playe~ should say anything . 

Brusslan: Then you don 't think 
players should talk back to the 
referee? 

Wright: Well, you know, racquetball 
is a very intense game . We 'll be 
playing along and the referee will" 
say "skip ball" and you 'll turn 
around immediately and say "oh, 
that was not. " But I think people 
should try not to talk back to the 
referee . 

Brusslan: You said you don 't let it 
bother you if someone says you 
cheat . . . 

Wright: Absolutely not , because I 
don't think that I do . 

Brusslan: Do you think that now 
that you're champion, you have 
some special responsibilities about 
your image? Would it change the 
way you play as far as double 
bounces and that sort of thing 
goes? 

Wright: Absolutely not. That's the 

referee's job. But in the early rounds 
I'll call everything on myself . I give 
them a hinder any time they want it. 
But when it gets down to the nitty 
gritty, in the semis and finals , that's 
when I go to work . Racquetball is my 
business and I play it that way -
seriously . I've come to some 
conclusions in my own mind about 
what I think a player 's responsibility 
is and what the referee 's and 
linesman 's responsibilities are, and I 
do not overstep those. Ever . 

Brusslan: Now every young 
woman racquetball player is 
looking to you as number one. Do 
you think you 're going to be an 
asset to the game? 

Wright : I definitely do. I want to 
encourage good sportsmanship, 
encourage good athletes to come 
into the game, and encourage a 
comaraderie among the girls at the 
amateur level. Like I said I am not 
good friends with any of the gals on 

· the pro tour because the pro tour is 
my business. But in amateur rank s 
friendship's important to having fun. 

Brusslan: How can you help 
establish that spirit of 
sportsmanship? 

Wright: In my clinics , all over the 
country, but especially at the ones 
we have four times a year at the 
Atlas Racquetball Camp here in San 
Diego . 

Brusslan: What ages do you teach 
at the camp? 

Wright: All - men , women , kids . 
Charlie Brumfield , Davey Bledsoe , 
Rich Wagner and I run this one . I 
generally teach the women and 
kids . So I try to encourage good 
sportsmanship , especially among 
the kids . During the last camp we 
had a 10-year-old boy in the group 
and he lost in the finals of the 
women 's division. He came off 
crying and saying his parents 
wouldn 't love him . I felt so bad. I tried 
to let him know that racquetball -
until you get into it as a pro when it's 
business - should be fun and you 
can't take it that seriously . I want 
kids to have a good time playing 
racquetball. I've seen racquetball 
help many people in their person al 
lives . 

Brusslan: In what way ? 

Wright: It's made them happier . 
When people get to be a racquetball 
nut, they change their whole life 
style - to a healthier type of 
lifestyle . They reali ze they have to 
get in better shape . They 're 
becoming more aware of their 
health and their body and how good 
it feels just to be alive . What I'd 
eventually like to do after I step out 
of racquetball is go into the health 
area where I could use what I've 
learned through racquetball and 
more running , to help other people . 

Brusslan: What would you do ? 

Wright: I might want to lecture or to 
organize a camp or become a 
doctor. I don 't know . 

Brusslan: In the program for the 
Nationals you wrote that fans would 
notice the good sportsm anship in 
women's matches . And in a June 7 
story in a San Diego paper you said , 
" I'm vicious ." Do those two 
statements seem at odds ? 

Wright: They do a little bit. But 
viciousness is inside . I never let 
anything come out. Like some of the 



men - ready to punch each other 
they get so v iolent and angry . 
Nothing like that ever happens to 
me. It's just a perseverence - a 
tenaciousness . It's not vicious . It's 
not hostile . It's very compet itive , 
very aggressive , ready to go out and 
give your all. My top priority is to go 
in there and win . 

Brusslan: Do you think there 's a 
conflict between being a good 
sport and winning? 

Wright: No , I don 't think so . Where 
that would really come out would be 
in a close match . And I think when 
you see me in a close match in the 
future , you 'll see the sportsmansh ip 
dominate. 

Brusslan: You said " in the future ". 
Does that mean you 'll .change? 

Wright: No. My point is the only time 
that you 're really ever going to get to 
see what a person's really like -
unsportsmanlike vs . sportsmanlike 
- is when it gets down to the nitty 
gritty for a long time . 

Bruss Ian: Has it gotten down to the 
nitty gritty in the past? 

Wright: No it hasn 't yet because I 
just really haven 't played that many 
close matches in my entire career . 
For years I was getting beat by 
Peggy . Gosh, in Sacramento, the 
first tournament of the last year I got 
beat 10 and 9. Then I came out to 
San Diego , played a couple weeks 
and my game improved so much 
that I went back and I was winning . 
I've never won a three game match 
with Peggy - every time it goes to 
three, she wins . As I say , my 
matches have never been that 
close . My matches in all the 
tournaments I have won have been 
two straight. 

Brusslan: So that wouldn't give you 
a chance to demonstrate .. . 

Wright: My sportsmanship. That's 
what I'm talking about. And the only 
thing that I can think of is that when 
somebody 's on top and somebody 's 
good, everybody down below is out 
to get you, and they don 't like you 
because you 're where they want to 
be. 

Brusslan: Do you think that in 
racquetball - more than other 
sports - an aggressive personality 
is necessary? 

4--r;. ' 
~lr . 

-,,a.,.;;;. -

"When somebody 's on top and someb .ody 's good, 
everybody down below is out to get you, 
and they don 't like you because you 're 

where they want to be. " 

Wright : No. But I don 't think you can 
be very , very mild. I think you have to 
stand up for your position on the 
court . Brumfield can push people 
around like you wouldn 't bel ieve . 
Because of his size and knowledge 
he's intimidating . One th ing in 
racquetba ll is you don't want to be 
intimidated . I intim idate a lot of the 
girls . That upsets them but that's 
part of the game . You know it 
frustrates me to death when I p lay 
Charlie Brumfield -when I practice 
with him - because he intimidates 
me, or I let him intimidate me. 

Brusslan: Do you think you 
purposely intimidate women you 
play? 
Wright: Sometimes I do it 
purposely , but ... 

Brusslan: How do you do it? 

Wright: Just be out there. What 
you 're saying is "here I am." You're 
here on the court, you 're covering 
your opponent's shots real close, 
and what you're actually saying to 
your opponent is "O. K., you go 

ahead and shoot that ball and if you 
don't roll it, I've got it and it's goin9 
to be dead after that." You make 
them think that they have to 
absolutely roll the ball out flat or 
they 're just not going to get the point. 
And that's the way most of the gals 
fee l aga inst me . 

Bruss Ian: So it's your skill, not your 
personal ity, that intimidates them . 

Wright: I would say that. 

Brusslan: Chris Evert says she 
can 't allow herself to get 
emotionally involved with her 
opponent. Do you agree? 

Wright: Yes . When I'm on the court 
playing racquetball, I don 't even 
know who my opponent is. It's just 
me out the re playing with that ball , 
O.K. ! Like I said , one of my 
preparations for a match is to go into 
a daze, or whatever, and that's the 
way I stay until after the match is 
over. Like in The Inner Game of 
Tennis I try to let my body do it. 

Bruss Ian: Did you do anything 
different after you read the book, or 
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did It confirm the way you'd already 
been playing? 

Wright: I discovered that's what I 
was doing. One thing I think is bad is 
to say "Oh, you 're so stupid ," or 
"How did you miss that?" Don't put 
yourself down . I consciously avoid 
criticizing myself on a court . After 
every point I try to forget the 
previous one. You don 't want to lose 
one point and then while you 're 
criticizing yourself give four more 
points away . 

Brusslan: Do you think racquetball 
is more brains than brawn? 

Wright: That's true . But brawn can 
beat brains every once in a while , 

Brusslan: Do you have both? 

. Wright: Yes and it's because my 
ex-husband , who taught me how to 
play racquetball, played a control 
game and got me to play a control 
game also . It wasn't until I got to San 
Diego that I was encouraged to be a 
shooter , which I am, I guess , 
naturally . And that's the way I enjoy 
playing. Because I have this 
excellent control background , it 
forced me to think at first. 

Brusslan: So you'd describe your 
present style as "shooting?" 

Wright: But I can play a good 
control game, too . 

Brusslan: Was it this change from 
control to shooting that got you 
where you are? 

Wright: Exactly, from control to 
shooting. 

Brusslan: Or, to put it another way , 
from a defensive to an offensive 
game? 

Wright: Well, even when I'm playing 
a shooter's style of racquetball, I'm 
still playing my individual 
percentages . 

Brusslan: Do you play differently 
against women than men? 

Wright: I generally tend to play 
more control with the gals . They hit 
shots that I'm not used to seeing, 
and they hit a lot softer than I'm used 
to. Women 's games throw my timing 
off , so I have to go back to a control 
game. 

Brusslan: Is this true with all 
women you play? 

Wright: Except maybe for Janell 
Marriott. 

Brusslan: You think she comes 
closest to the speed of the ball you 
have? 

Wright: To my mind , Janell Marriott 
is the number two player in the 
country . She just had a couple of 
bad days in the last couple of 
tournaments. 

Bruss Ian: Do you think that she 
might beat you some time? 

Wright: No. Not any more . That one 
11-10 loss in Lombard did it. She 
won 't ever beat me. I've got a large 
psychological edge over her now . 

Brusslan: The Nationals program 
listed your strengths as "deep court 
kills, ceiling game , determination to 
win and power," but said you had 
"no glaring weaknesses ." Is that 
true? 

Wright: The gals I played against in 
the Nationals knew my 
weaknesses . They kept serving to 
my forehand. My forehand is my 
weakness, but I've still got a very 
good forehand. And I gave away 
points like mad, because I'm a 
shooter and I'll keep shooting 'til I 
get hot. 

Brusslan: What advice would you 
give all the young women who are 
playing well and want to get better? 
Would you tell them to play with 
men? 

Wright: Not necessarily . You don 't 
want to get creamed all the time . I'd 
say try to play with anybody who 's a 
little bit better than you . You have to 
practice by yourself an awful lot - to 
get execution of your shots . I think 
you do need instruction. And enter 
tournaments because they are fun . 

Bruss Ian: Do you enjoy 
tournaments? 

Wright: No, cause they 're boring. I 
play so many, we're traveling 
around, and we keep seeing the 
same people , so we might as well be 
in one city. Tournaments - that's 
my business, like going to work in 
the morning . 

Brusslan: Do you get along with 
the other women on the tour? 

Wright: Yes. I have acquaintances 
on the tour - not friends . They 're 
pleasant when we get together, but 
that's as far as it goes . 

Brusslan: You don 't try to belittle 
other pros on the tour? Cast doubts 
on their ability? 

Wright: Have you heard that I do? 

Brusslan: On occasion . 

Wright: On occasion , that's true , 
but that was a long time ago. Now I 
think the gals are getting much 
better in their ab ility. 

Brusslan: Are you making a living 
at racquetball ? 

Wright: I'm making a great living 
from prize money, endorsements , 
clinics . 

Bruss Ian: Does it bother you that 
there 's more money in other sports? 

Wright : No because it'll come. 

Brusslan: What do you think about 
Brumfield 's statement that 
develop ing women 's racquetball 
should wait until men 's is more 
establ ished? 

Wright: He says it facetiously. He 
knows that when women's 
racquetball gets bigger , it means 
more money for everybody in the 
sport . What I've been noticing the 
last six months is that the spectators 
have been turning out for the 
women 's quarters , semis and finals 
as much as they have for the men 's. 

Brusslan: Why do fans like to 
watch women 's games? 

Wright: The style most guys play is 
great to watch but the average 
person can 't relate to it because the 
men hit the ball so hard and do so 
many phenomenal things . Most 
people can 't do those things . People 
can relate to women 's racquetball 
because we 're hitting shots you can 
identify with . 

Brusslan: Do you look at yourself 
as a great champion, or don 't you 
think you've arrived at that po int 
yet? 

Wright: I think I'm a champion . A 
don't know if it would be "gr eat ." 

Bruss Ian: Do you think Peggy 
Steding was a great champion ? 

Wright: I think that when I have to 
step down, I hope I can do it as 
gracefully and as thoughtfully as she 
did. I think she plays hard and she's 
a good sport all the time . She' s a 
great athlete . 



Brusslan: How long do you think 
you'll be champion? 

Wright : Years. 

Brusslan: Who will be your major 
threats in the coming season? 

Wright: I don't see any gals who are 
coming up. With the current crop I'm 
not worried . I don 't think , today 
somebody can just pop up, the way 
Peggy Steding did in 1973 and take 
everybody by surprise. They're 
going to have to work their way up. 
There 's no way for anybody to get 
better than I am without my knowing 
it. 

Brusslan: Why? 

Wright: If somebody gets that good , 
I'm go ing to hear about it because 
the communication in racquetball 
has gotten so much better . There 's 
no way that somebody can just 
sneak in out of the clear blue sky . If 
someone is just absolutely fabulous , 
I'll hear about them. 

Bruss Ian: If you heard about 
someone who was outstand ing , 
would you make it your business to 
see them play? 

Wright : You betcha . 

Brusslan: Do you think the 
competition is getting tougher? 

Wright: I think it is . I've forced 
myself to get better . I think all the 
other girls have come along. They're 
playing harder , too . The quality" of 
play in women 's racquetball has 
improved 100 per cent in the last 
year . 

Bruss Ian: Do you think it's 
important for you to combat 
cockiness now that you 're number 
one? 

Wright: A year ago I would say "I'm 
going to win this tournament and I'm 
going to beat the crud out of so and 
so, " and I'd go in and I'd choke . 
That's what a cocky attitude does . 
But I don't have that anymore . My 
personality has changed . I've 
decided on a different way of life . 
Sometimes I come across as cocky . 
I get asked a question that I've heard 
a million times and it'll irritate me 
when it really shouldn 't. But I don 't 
feel cocky . 

erusslan: So you nip your first 
impulse to sound cocky? 

" I don 't want to be offensive to anybody , 
I really don 't. If I could get 

along with everybody , that would 
be just great. " 

Wright: I don't want to be offensive 
to anybody, I really don 't. If I could 
get along with everybody, that would 
be just great. It was a lot of fun 
getting to the top, but now that I'm 
here, it's rough work staying up 
here . You know , everyqody 's out 
gunning for you , they say bad things 
about you , the crowd will go aga inst 
you , and it's not all that exc iting. 
When you get to the Nationals , 
they'll root against you because they 
want the underdog to win . Thafs 
kind of hard to take sometimes . 

Brusslan: Do you think there 's a 
danger in being overconfident? 

Wright: When someone asks me 
two hours before a match , sure I'll 
say I'm going to win. If someone 
says "Are you going to beat 
Steding? '' I' ll say "of course , of 
course ." But when I am preparing 
myself mentally, I say to myself "If 
she wasn 't very good , she wouldn 't 
be in the finals with me ." I take my 
opponents seriously because that's 
my business. 

Brusslan: The classic question: 
What's the future of women's 
racquetball? 

Wright: It's going to be a big deal. 
It's going to grow mainly because 
people have so much fun playing 
racquetball. They get excerise . 
They get healthier . They're with 
people they like. And they 're getting 
away from the kids for a whi le. 

Brusslan: And what about 
Shannon Wright 's future? Do you 
plan to marry again , and to have 
children - is that part of your life 
plan? 

Wright: No. 

Brusslan: In other words you see 
yourself as being a career person 
the rest of your life? 

Wright: Yes . I'll be doing my own 
thing the rest of my life . Whatever 
that is. I'll have relationships with 
people, but I don 't anticipate getting 
married or having children . But one 
thing I don't say is "never. " 
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Designed 
forfast 

Installation. 
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Precision Courts offer a court system to fit your 
needs and your budget. A court that pays its way 
sooner, because it installs faster. A court built 
to take the pounding of long hours of hard play, 
everyday, with a minimum of maintenance . 

All Precision Courts feature pre-fabricated and 
pre-finished "Cincinnati sectional " floors ... the 
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crews perform the actual install ation. Result. 
You are assured a complete quality court system 
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PAYMENT FOR ARTICLES 

PaY.men 
Fo~rticle 
Do you know a better way to teach a 
particular phase of racquetball ? Hav e 
you experienced something first hand 
within our sport that you would want to 
share with the entire nat ion? Tak en 
any good pictures of racquetball 
lately ? Have any health tips that could 
help somebody 's game? 

If you posses or are capable of writing 
any of the above, National 
Racquetball will be happy to accept 
contributions from our readers . 
Payment will be made , on publication 
at the following rates : 

$200 for Instructional Art ic les . 
Contributions must be spec ific , well 
documented with drawings or 
photographs, on a particular phase of 
our sport and how to improve it. 
Potential contributors should read any 
of Ken Wong 's instructional series 
(November, 1975 , January, March , 
1976) as a good example. Minimum 
length: 2,000 words. 

$200 for First Person Articles . 
Contributions must be actual , true , 
original unpublished story about 
something that happened to you or 
you witnessed within racquetball. It 
can be humorous, dramatic or just 
plain interesting . Potential contributors 
should read David Northcutt's A Game 
With Charlie Brumfield (May , 1976) as 
a good example . Minimum length: 
1,000 words . 

$200 for Health Articles . Contributions 
must be factual, documented and 
related to how to improve or maintain 
your health in or with racquetball. 
Articles dealing with diet, conditioning , 
safety, cardio-vascular improvement, 
or psychological areas are particularly 
desirable. Dr. P.E. Allsen's 
Racquetball Increases 
Cardiovascular Fitness (March, 1976) 
is a good example . Minimum length: 
750 words . 

$50 for pictures, cartoons or 
drawings . The material may be 
dramatic , humorous , or singularly 
interesting. It must be original and 
unpublished . Regular tournament 
photos , unless containing an 
unusually high degree of orig inality will 
not be considered. All photos must be 
black-and-white glossy , and any 
cartoons or drawings must be camera 
ready . 

The contributor's name and address 
and the date the contribution is sent 
should be on all items . Compositions 
must be type-written, double spaced, 
and are subject to revision, alte ration, 
correction or rejection by the editor. 
CONTRIBUTIONS CANNOT BE 
ACKNOWLEDGED OR RETURNED. 

Please address contributions to The 
Editor National Racquetball , 4101 
Dempster Street, Skokie, Illinois 
60076 • 

NATIONAL RACQUETBALL 
SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE 

Planning a move? 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
attach label here 

If you're moving , please let us know 
five weeks before changing your 
address. Place magazine address 
label here, print your new address 
below. If you have a question about 
your subscription, place your maga­
zine address label here and clip this 
form to your letter . 

name 

address 

city state zip code 

Please include a NA­
TIONAL RACQUETBALL 
label to insure prompt ser ­
vice whenever you write 
about your subscription . 

MAIL TO: N .R .C ., 4101 
Dempster Street , Skokie , 
Illinois 60076 . 

TO SUBSCRIBE ma il t h is 
form with your payment. 
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Bright Outlook For Amateurs 
After a highly successful National 
Juniors Championships , my faith in our 
amateur programs is at an all-time 
peak. Aspiring young players and 
proud parents had a wonderful five 
days at the Evergreen Bath and Tennis 
Club where the competition between 
the boys and girls was terrific but in the 
spirit of good, clean fun . 

Our amateur state associations this 
year will have a banner season. 
Seamco Sporting Goods and Leach 
Industries are busy preparing for the 
tremendous volume of balls and shirt 
orders from the U.S .R.A. affiliates to 
host and run what should prove to be 
the largest number and finest season 
of racquetball events ever . All 
indications are that the 1977- 78 
season will have more racquetball 
activity by far than any previous year, 
thus keeping the amazing growth of our 
sport on its upward curve . 

For all of you who participate in any of 
our U.S.R.A. sanctioned events this 
coming season, remember the people 
responsible for the balls and shirts. Al 
Mackie of Seamco and Charles Drake 
of Leach Industries made the programs 
possible. They are carried out by Art 
Orloski , John Cone, and Bob Coate of 
Seamco and John Weaver and Patty 
Reid at Leach . These key people along 
with countless others get the 
tournament materials to host clubs. 

Send In Results! 

This brings me to my next topic, 
sending in tournament results to our 
headquarters . We at the U.S .R.A . want 
to put your tournament results in 
National Racquetball! In order to do 
this, we must have the results sent to 
us immediately after the event is 
concluded. To expedite this I have 
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included our outline that is sent to 
tournament sites . It makes our job of 
printing the results easier and gives 
credit where it is due . 

To send in tournament results, please 
use the following guidelines : 

Writing Up Tournament Results 

1. Every score for every game , 
winners sco re first, i.e. John Smith , 
Miami def. Joe Jon es, Orlando 21-17 , 
21-17 , divided by round . 

2. Written summary of key matches 
a. Championship matches 
b. 3rd place matches, (if held) 
c. Semi-finals 
d. Quarter -finals 
e. Any major upsets in earl ier 

rounds 

3. Include match details _ 
a. Why did the winner win 
b. Give credit to good los ing 

efforts 

4. Acknowledge tournament worker s 
a. Committee chairman & 

workers 
b. Floor manager s & refer ees 

5. Photos 
a. Black & white glossy prints, 

preferably 8x10 
b. Send only action shots or 

posed act ion 
c. Do not send trophy shots 

unless the photo is of a high ly 
unusual nature 

6 . Be sure to submit tournament 
results as soon as possible to ensure 
timely publication . 
Welcome New Affiliates 

I would like to extend a warm welcom e 
to all of our new state association 
chairmen and member s. Our newe st 
member is the 500-man-strong Ohio 

Terry Fanche r 

Racquetball Associat ion. After a year 
of negotiations and correspondence , 
the O.R.A .'s board of Director s recently 
voted to affiliate with the U.S.R.A. My 
thanks go to all members of the Board 
and especially to Ron Akins. 

A new ly rejuvinated Colorado 
Racquetba ll Associa tion , under the 
leadership of John Mooney has also 
come on board with a large committee 
to actively promote the sport. The 
C.R.A. plans to host a number of 
events this sea son and bolster their 
membership and activi ties to an 
all-time high. 

As of this writing , the Ar izon a 
Racquetball Association is deciding on 
final voting for affi liation with the 
U.S.R.A. Due largely to the ef fort s of 
U.S.R.A. representative Chuck Hallock 
and past president Woody Woodma n, 
word of our program s created an 
interest in the Southwest. I am sure that 
an aff irmative vote will be made to jo in 
our amateur group . 
Hats Off To the ISRA 

A close association with a state 
racquetball Assoc iation, particularly if it 
is located in the same city with the 
national headqu arte rs, is a 
tremendous advantage for a state 
association due to the close proximity . 

However, in the case of the Illinoi s 
State Racquetball Assoc iation the 
(ISRA) has provided ju st as many 
benefits to the U.S.R.A. It wa s throu gh 
the enthu siasm of Tom Stre et, 
president, and Alan Shetzer, 
sec retary-treasurer , that many of the 
existing programs were off ered 
nationwid e. Free balls for sanctioned 
tournament s, shirts for sanctioned 
tourn aments, and most rece ntly , 
computerized membership recording 



ind subscription service were all gems 
hatTom and Alan orig inated . In return , 
he ISRA membership rolls wh ict:i 
'egistered 200 people a year ago now 
,how over a 1000 and its treasury now 
contains a surplus . 
Everyone Participate 

We invite and encourage all readers 
Nho have never partic ipated in one of 
>ur sanct ioned events to do so this 
mming year . Our efforts are now 
reaching down to all levels of players , 
10t just tournament compe tition . Our 
state associa tion s are beginning to 
sponsor city ladder play for rankings, 
eagues, sen iors , women 's brackets of 
play, increased junior competition , and 
many other offerings . 

Our Pro-Am tournaments this year are 
tailor made for anyone wanting to 
'Nitness the finest racquetball in the 
11orld plus competition for those 
amateurs who wish to participate . 
Nhat else co uld you ask for from a 
sport? There are the pros to watch and 
wen compete against as well as 
competition at your own level and age 
oracket. Come watch us this year on 
:he N.R.C. tour . 

h conclusion, for our state affi liates , 
~lease encourage and foster good 
unior's programs and championship s 
n your state tournaments this season . 
~emember , we are building for the 
uture and strengthening our present 
irograms. Lets get everyone involved 
n racquetball. . 

Innovative Cal 
Tourney Rated 
Tops By Players 
On May 24 , 1977, one of the more 
interesting experiments in California 
amateur racquetba ll was tried with 
overwhelming success . The premise 
that was the basis for all the enjoyment 
was that there were many amateur 
racquetball player s in San Diego 
County who would probably like to 
enter a real tournament - but for many 
reasons had not. Lack of 
conf idence-pressure too great-not 
able to spend th ree or fou r successive 
days involving racquetball - job 
comm ittments-etc . So when Joe 
Bannan and Mike Blackb ird , acting on 
behalf of the San Diego Medical 
Service Society , asked yours truly if we 
could think of a format together that 
would get a number of doctors, 
dentists, and pharmacists together for 
some racquetball , it put the wheels in 
mot ion. 

A one day format was dec ided upon . It 
would be held at the Muehleisen 
Courts in Del Mar , very central to all in 
San Diego County . It would be a 
doubles affair, as it would help to make 
acquaintances and fr iendships much 
eas ier-for both the day at hand plus 
for future game scheduling if desired. 

A master schedule was made up that 
included each player playing in four 
matches . The game would be for a half 
hour only, usually all completed to 21 
points . One ha lf played on the hour, the 
other half at 30 minutes past. The 
flickering of the over head lights 
signalled the ending of each match . For 
being on a winning team earned a 
player a two point value . The losing 
team multiplied their point totals by a 
factor of .09. The highest eight players 
in total points were awarded Charlie 
Brumfield Signature Racquets , 
graciously donated by Leach 
Industries of San Diego . Very few 
people know of the great help they 
provide to the amateur players in 
racquetball, and those of us behind the 
scenes immensely appreciate all their 

efforts. (All the amateur state chairmen 
can get free T-Shirts for any state 
sanct ioned tournament from Leach 
Industries per a great program worked 
out by Terry Fancher at U.S.R.A . 
Headquarters. ) 

Each player received a number upon 
checking in. This enabled him to find 
his court , his partner and opponents . 
The master schedule enabled each 
player to not only play with a different 
" blind draw partner ", but he also 
played against two different opponents 
each time , and the players all loved it. 
The racquetball played was spirited but 
not overly competitive or demanding . 
Troph ies were awarded also for such 
diverse items as "Most Welts ", " Most 
Mediocre Player", "Best sweater", 
"Best Sport" , "Worst Dressed Player", 
"Most Whiffs " , etc. The Deli across 
from the Courts provided a super 
lunch . Various liquids were available 
for the group-from Gatorade to 
Coors. 

The T-shirts were well received. A 
caricature of the three professions was 
emblazoned on the front , and the event 
publicized on the back. Ron and Fay 
Hall of the famous "Screen Machine 
Co." (doing nearly all the racquetball 
tournament shirts for major events 
here now) did a superb job as usual. 
They are "real nice folk" as we used to 
say back home! 

The entry fee of $12 .00 earned each 
player four matches at a fine facility , a 
great meal, raffle chances, challenge 
matches for two hours after the 
scheduled matches were over, a 
memorable souve nir T-Shirt, unlimit ed 
beverages , and a welcomed chance to 
meet some new people - the best 
kind- those that play our great and 
increasingly popular game . What a 
deal!! A fitting end to "How To Run a 
Fun Tourney in One Day ." 

Dr . Chuck Hanna 
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USAA State Affiliates 
If your state is not represented in the list of affiliates in this issue , and you wish to become involved, please contact 
Terry Fancher at U.S.A.A. headquarters . 

Alabama Iowa Missouri Oklahoma 
Jerry O 'Neal Tom Sweeney Aon York Clayton Rahlfs 
c/o Nal'I Homes Acceptance 415 14th St ., N.E. 1012 W. 104th St. 4127 S. Cincinnat i 
Corp. Cedar Rapids 52402 Kansas City 60114 Tulsa 74105 
Box 3436A 319-366-4558 816-942 -6436 918-749 -9081 
Birmingham, Al 35205 Kansas Montana Oregon 205-324-3431 Steve Ray Russ Miller Reed F1tk1n 
Alaska 10839 Woodward Shepherd, MT 59070 25 1 0 Oakmont Way 
Dan Dampier Overland Park 6621 O 406-373-6390 Eugene, OR 97401 
2600 Devali St. , #600 913-642-5220 

Nebraska 503-687-2811 
Anchorage 99503 Kentucky Dick Kincade /Chuck Erickson Pennsylvania 907-276-0700 Dav id Fle1schaker 1025 Lamplighter Lane Jim Pruitt 
Arizona 628 Fincastle Bldg. Lincoln 68510 K.O.P. R.B . Club 
Chuck Hallock Louisville 40202 402-489-3419 Flint Hill Rd . 
6538 E. Oak 502-585-5369 Mark Hegg (Co-chairman) King of Prussia , PA 19406 
Scottsdale 85257 Louisiana Racquetball of Omaha 215-265-8350 
602-965 -3633 Sanford Comeau x 67th & Grover St. Rhode Island 
Arkansas P.O. Box 3644 Omaha 68106 

Jerry Melaragno 
Bob Blake Lafayette 70502 Nevada 363 Acad emy Ave . 
2201 Braden 318-984-5753 Dan Seaton Providence 02908 
Jacksonville 72076 Maine 3727 Centennial Cir. 401-272-8378 
501-982 -6209 Ken Astor , Kevin York Las Vegas 89120 Texas 
California 170 Rt. 1 702-386 -4011 

Dewey Strickland 
Dr. Chuck Hanna Falmouth New Jersey 201 Vanderpool 
9453 Goodwick Ct. 207-781-4281 Doug Clark Houston 77024 
San Diego 92123 Maryland 23 Holmes Lane 713-.868-3340 
714-278-6342 Dr. Charles Scheve Mar lton 08053 _ 

Vermont 
Dave Gleason (Central) 605 Balt imore Ave . 609-983-4812 

Cliff Johnso n The Sport Sole Towson 21204 New Mexico 70 Farr ell Rd. 4777 N. Blackstone Ave. 301 -821-0160 Gary Mazaroff S. Burlington 05401 
Fresno 94536 
209-226-9232 Massachusetts Division of HPER 802-864-4770 

Jerry Monell (Southern) Jim Mcconch ie Univ . of Albuquerque Virginia St. Josep h Pl. , N.W. 
9453 Goodwick Ct. Short Hill Rd . 

Albuquerque 87140 Ed Remen 
San Diego 92123 Lincoln 01773 32 Penny Lane 

617-259 -0468 505-821 -0536 
714-275 -3344 Sterling 22170 

Connecticut Michigan New York (Eastern) 703-430 -2552 

George & Gerri Rudysz Dennis Wood (Chairperson) Tom Flannery Washington 
3A Alpine Dr . 

239 Old Farms Rd., #102C 2808 S. Deerf ield 
Wappingers Falls 12590 Douglas A Wilson 

Avon 06001 Lansing 4891 O 
201-845 -9040 5817 57 Ave ., N.E. 

203-677-6073 517-882-8789 Seattle 98 105 

Florida 
Gi l Schmitt (East) New York (Western) 206-623 -4320 Ext. 31 
2111 Golfside Jim Winterton 

Frank Johnson, Jim Lane Ypsilanti 48197 136 Greystone Lane #7 West Virginia 
3924 Adams St. 313-434-2111 Rochester 14618 Dave Taylor 
Hollywood 33021 Bob Dykstra (West) 716-442-0114 Rec .- lntram ural Sports Off . 
305-925-8173 Stansbury Hall -W.V.U . 2655 29th St. North & South Carolina Morgantown , WV 26506 
Georgia Grand Rapids 49509 Sonny Harmon 304 -293-5221 
Wayne Vincent 616-942-5190 106 Pear Tree Rd . 
3777 Vineyard Ct. Judy Huhta (Centra l) Raleigh, NC 27610 Wisconsin 

Marietta 30062 2019 Lovingron Ave., #204 919-227 -1161 Bob Keenan 
404-971-5441 Troy 48084 

North Dakota 
P.O. Box 203 

313-588-8249 Wales 53183 
Idaho Bill Prentice 414 -646 -36 07 
Dirk Burgard Minnesota 1421 9th Ave . South 
130 N. Placer Bob Adam , Sr . Fargo 58102 Wyoming 

Idaho Falls 83401 7600 Park Lawn Ave. 701-232 -1422 Barbara William s 
208 -523-0600 Edina 55435 Ohio 

YMCA -417 N. Jefferson 
612 -835-6515 Sheridan 82801 

llllnols Ron Akins 307-674 -7488 
Tom Street, Alan Shatzer Mississippi 2500 Hollyv iew, N.E. 
570 East Higgins Rd . C. T . Cartey North Canton 44721 Germany 

Elk Grove Village 60007 213 Windsor 216-492-7210 Viktor Maz urk iewicz 
312-439-3030 Starkville 39759 Gerry Lap ierre Lobsienstra Be 25 

Indiana 601 -325-4915 127 Northfield Rd. 2800 Bremen 
Bedford 44146 West Germany 

Robert Tiedge 216-439-2424 
P.O. Box 1792 
South Bend 46624 
219-272-8808 



State Associations:The Solid Foundation 
Early last spring, Governor James 
Thompson of Illinois proclaimed the 
week of March 21-28 as " Racquetball 
Week" in Illinois . This event was just an 

· example of the amazing 
accomplishments made by the Illinois 
State Racquetball Association within 
the past year. 

Led by their two main officers , 
president Tom Street and 
secretary/treasurer Alan Shetzer , the 
people within the I.S.R .A . have made 
this U.S.R.A . affiliate a true success 
story. 

Working with Tom and Alan thi s past 
year has been a great joy for the staff of 
the U.S .R.A. because not only has 
amateur racquetball in the state of 
Illinois been the beneficiary, but the 
U.S.R.A. has arranged some national 
programs through their effort . 

A state association with over 1,000 
registered members is a viabl e force in 
any sport . By working a reciprocal 
agreement with the U.S .R.A. in 
membersh ips, not only has the I.S .R.A . 
procured new players through 
sanctioned tournam ents by requiring 
membership, but in turn , the U.S. R.A. 
sends 40% of th e funds from all Illinois 
subscriptions to Nation al Racquetball 
back to the state program. This funding 
program has been set into motion this 
past year in all of our state affiliates. 

To keep accurate records and to 
alleviate the bookkeeping problem for 
such a large group, the membership of 
the I.S.R.A . hav e been formalized on a 
computer system. This se rvic e was 
generously provided by Zahn Data 
Service, Inc ., the larges t compan y for 
racquet club customer billing service in 
the country. Prior to this, Tom and Alan 
used one of their secretaries from their 
own company, the S & S Insu rance 
Agency. The new computer system will 
allow the · I.S.R.A. to maintain better 
control over mem bership records and 
magaz ine subscr iption s . 

Sound state programs can only be . 
financed by a hea lthy budget. That 1s 
now a real ity in Illinoi s . 

"The financial cond ition of the Illinoi s 
State Racquetball Association is 
excellent and as the membership rolls 
continue to grow, so will we ~.ontinue 
to get stronger," sa id Street. Greater 
financial s trength will allow us ~o_ 
expand our programs into add itiona l 

areas that will be beneficial to our 
members and racquetball in general. " 

As an indicator of a rapid growth , the 
I.S .R.A . last year started with a bank 
balance of $69.7 1 and even had to 
borrow money to put out the summer 
new sletter . From that humble 
beginning , the net profit for the fiscal 
year turned out to be almos t $1,000. 
Qu ite an increase for one short year. 

"Our affil iation with the U.S.R.A. has 
tripled our membership which is now 
over 1000 members, " said Shetzer . 
"The fee sharing program , wh ich was 
originally developed by our 
association and subsequently 
adopted countrywide added 
substant ially to our bank account. " 

Along with the affiliation, the I.S.R.A . 
was able to negotiate the cur rent ball 
policy with Seamco during the 1976 
Nation al Championships during 
conversation with Seamco 's president, 
Al Mackie . This program was also put 
into effect nationally and has been a 
terrific boost to the state ama teur 
associa tions . Last year, thousands of 
dozens of balls wer e contributed free to 
state sanctioned tournament s at a 
tremendous savings for these events 
and the volunteers who administer 
them . It is the best means by whi ch a 
sponsor can reciprocally serve those 
who support him. 

Coupling the free balls with Leach 
Industr ies ' sh irt program for the 
I.S.R.A. and U.S .R.A . sanctioned 
tournaments, they were able to acquire 
sanction ing fees of almost $300.00. 
The state associa tion charges the h0st 
tournament site a small fee per entrant 
in return for flo or managing and 
general tournament administration. 
This, of course, provides the host with 
experienced floor management for the 
eve nt and therefor e adds to its 
success . 

T he Illinoi s State Racquetball 
Association has not only ass isted in 
state sanc tioned tourn aments, but with 
severa l national even ts this past 
seas on . A great many officers and 
memb ers helped in all phases of the 
Lombard Pro-Am, making the 
tournament run smoo thly throu gho ut. 

In the Natio nal Champions hips, J im 
Stot z, Stree t , and Shetzer all played 
big roles in the tournament 
admi nistration. 

A 300-m an state tournament was no 
problem for the I.S.R.A. Board of 
Directors and off icers as they ably ran a 
Saturday thru Tuesday schedu le for 
the players, along with a banquet. 

Tom and Alan were also very helpful in 
our National Juniors this past July and 
Alan's son, Jamie , participated in the 
tournament even though he is only 
eight-years -old. Tim Terance even 
picked players up at the airport as early 
as five o'clock in the morning prior to 
the tournament. 

This summer , the S & S Insurance 
Agency (Street & Shetzer ) is 
sponsoring their own event with 13 
divisions of play , including men, 
women , and juniors categories. It 
promises to be an excellent event. 

The newest development in the 
Chicago area is that of a Metropolitan 
Challenge Ladder for all levels of play , 
both men and women 's div isions. 
There are 15 players in each category 
and they challenge other players in 
their own ladder. Th is idea should 
create even more activity among all the 
player s in the area . The standings are 
published in Racquetball Everyone , a 
local newspaper devoted entirely to the 
sport of racquetball. 

In order not to leave out anyone who so 
diligently works in behalf of the Illinois 
State Racquetball Association, be low 
is a list of offic ers and helpers who all 
do a terrific job in their own areas of 
responsibility: 

Officers 
President -
Tom Street 
Vice President -
Don Webb 
Secretary/Treasurer -
Alan Shetzer 
Director of Leagues -
Art Michaely 
Directors 
Dan Bertolucci 
Terry Fanch er 
Leo Goss 
Sue Carow 
Bill Feigan 
Jim Stotz 
Jim Harper 
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Ohio R.B. State League 
The 1977 Ohio Racquetball 
Association State League T earn 
Champion is the Mansfield YMCA 
defeating the team fromn Cincinnati, 
the Jewish Community Center 8 and 4. 

The ORA League is in it's 7th year . The 
state is divided into 3 geographical 
areas with each District participating in 
league play with each team playing 
approximately 8-10 matches starting in 
October and ending approximately in 
March. A play-off is then held and a 
State Team Champion is determined 
by play-offs between the winners of the 
districts and completed in May . 

Team play consists of 6 players ranked 
1 thru 6 . The number 1 player plays the 
other number 1 player two games of 21 
points. Subsequently, the number 2 
thru number 6 players play their 
counterpart two games of 21 points 

Meet Your 
State Chairmen 
Jerry Monell - California 

Assisting our California State 
Racquetball Association chairman, Dr. 
Chuck Hanna, is the very able and 
enthusiastic Jerry Monell. Jerry is our 
CSRA Southern California chairman 
and he does quite a job. He has 
assisted as co-chairman of the 
referee's table in both the 1976 and 
1977 National Championships in his 
home town of San Diego. 
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also . This provides a total of 12 team 
points in singles. Each team then 
selects 3 doubles teams ranking 1-2-3 . 
This provides a total of 3 team points in 
the doubles play. The total match then 
consists of 15 team points. The winner 
of the League for the season is the 
team with the best winning percentage. 
In play-off action the team that reaches 
8 points first is the winner of the 
particular play-off match . 

The Champion of district 1 was Toledo 
YMCA with Tom Perna as Captain. The 
Champion of District 2 was the 
Mansfield YMCA with Clark Pittman as 
Captian and the runner-up in District 2 
was the Brooklyn YMCA with Reed 
Gunselman as Captain . The Champion 
of District 3 was the Cincinnati JCC, 
with Rob Abrams as Captian . These 
four teams comprised the final four in 
the state play-offs. Cincinnati defeated 

Close association with handball and 
paddleball about 1970 and even further 
back with badminton was the way that 
Jerry got involved in the court sports 
originally . "All of these games , like 
racquetball, require being in shape , 
and hand-eye coordination, " says 
Jerry, "Racquetball gives you the 
fullfilment of working out and is 
mentally refreshing . " 
Always an innovator for racquetball , 
Jerry has experimented in a new 
scoring system with co-workers Lee 
Hinricks and Ken Davidson of the 
popular Atlas Health Club in San Diego 
recently at their "Spring Clinic ," using a 
3-out-of 5, 11-point game . This system , 
in effect, required a "tie-breaker" for 
every game and the reaction was 
"spectacular and exciting" according 
to the participants and added a new 
dimension to the sport. 

Jerry's specialty is refereeing and he 
would like to see professional referees . 
"There is a great need for a pooling of 
well qualified referees for tournament 
play," he feels, "Professional referees 
will be a requirement for the future, I 
believe." 
A graduate of San Dieg'? State . 
University and the American Institute 

Brooklyn YMCA and Mansfield 
defeated Toledo YMCA to achieve the 
final match . 

The men 's League had 30 teams 
representing the various facilities in the 
state that play racquetball. Next year 
the number is expected to expand to 
around 38-40 men's teams . 

The Women 's League had their first 
state team champion the Mass illon 
YMCA defeating the Lima YMCA 10-0. 
The women 's league is run ident ical to 
the men 's except there are only 4 team 
members rather than 6. This year there 
were 8 women 's teams from across the 
state participating in an 8 game 
schedule with the Champion of the 
East Division meeting the Champ ion of 
the West Division for the State Team 
Champion . Next year an increase to 12 
teams is expected . 

for Foreign Trade , Jerry also earned a 
Masters degree in Business 
Administration . His wife Carol is also 
an avid racquetball fan and often 
accompanies her husband to the 
tournaments. 

Future plans for U.S.R.A. events 
include a CSRA sanctioned 
tournament to be featured next season 
in the fall , probably in November . 
Chuck Hanna feels that a state 
tournament should include winners of 
the three state regions of California : 
Southern, Central (Dave Gleason , 
chairman) and Northern, all play ing off 
in one final championship tournamen t. 
This would be the first playoff of this 
magnitude and definitley essenti al due 
to the · size and number of players in 
California. 

" If I can be of any help to the read ers of 
National Racquetball, please write 
me for further informatfon concerning 
the organization in Southern 
California. Thus far , the area and local 
organizations (SORA /LARA) are 
running smoothly but there is the need 
for consolidated planning and 
organization when tournament dates 
conflict regionally. " 



Sanford Comeaux - Louisiana 

Our U.S.R .A. state chairmen often 
become involv ed in our state 
association programs by direct 
tournament invol vement. This 
certainly applies to our Louisiana 
Racquetball Association cha irman , 
Sanford Comeaux , Jr . (pronounced 
"Como"). 

Sanford helped chaperone at the first 
U.S.R.A Nation al Junior s 
Championsh ips in 1975 in Orlando , 
Florida. His son Mark was a participant 
then as he was this past July , where he 
placed fourth in the 15-and-under boys 
division. 

When searching for a quali fied and 
interested chairman to represent us in 
Louisiana , we naturally thought of 
Sanford Comeaux . 

"Racquetball is the best sport to come 
along in a long time. I feel it will 
continue to grow in the future. Mainly, 
because it attracts both sexes of all 
ages," says Sanford : 

Sanford is married and he and his wife, 
Peggy, have two children, Mark , age 
14 and Margaret , age 7. As mentioned 
earlier, Mark is an avid junior player . 
Our Louisiana state cha irman is a 
Certified Public Account ant and is 
employed by the firm of Broussard , 
Poche, Lewis and Breau x. He is a 1964 
graduate of the Univer sity of 
Southwestern Louisiana . 

"When our local club built two courts , I 
tried racquetball and found I loved to 
play," says Comeaux . " I continu ed 
to play because it helped me keep 
in condition ." 

This statement echoes the sentiments 
of nearly every one of our state 

representati ves . They became 
interested in racquetball tor health and 
phys ica l fitness purposes , then got 
more deeply involv ed in the 
organizational and leadership aspects 
of the sport. 

Since assuming the post as state 
cha irman, the LR.A . has elected 
officers and established the date for the 
first state associa tion tournament , 
September 9-1 1 of this year . 

Cit ing a desire to see racquetball grow 
in his hometown of Lafayette , 
Louisiana as an incentive to become a 
leader in the state , our affable 
chairman states , "I feel I owe the sport 
this time; it has done a lot for me. " 

Jerry Melaragno - Rhode Island 

About a year ago at the Vermont 
Pro-Am, we met Jerry Me laragno and 
John Rosato from Rhode Island . The 
U.S.R.A. was looking for someone 
interested in organizing a amateur 
association in the state and Jerry and 
John proved to be very capable in 
doing just that. After being most 
instrume ntal in establishing the Rhode 
Island Racquetball Assoc iation , 
Rosato resigned and turned over the 
leadership to Jerry , but John 's interest 
in the game has not fallen off in the 
least. 

"His ability to relate to the players and 
create interest in helping everyone at 
the co urts is a very key factor in any 
success our organization has had and 

will have in the future ," said the new 
chairman. 

Our state chairmen come from a 
wide variety of occupat ions , but 
all share a common interest in 
promoting racquetball. Melaragno 
(pronounced "Mel-ar-anyo ") gradu­
ated from Allegheny College in 
Pennsylvania in 1968 and has 
since continued his educatio n, 
earning a Ph.D. in 1974 from the 
Univers ity of Pittsburgh in biology. 
He is cur rently an Assoc iate 
Professor in the Biology Department 
at Rhode Island college. Jerry is 
marr ied and his wife 's name is Dee . 

He became involved in racquetball 
while enrolled in graduate school, 
being introduced to the game by a 
fellow student. 

"It has great appeal to a large segment 
of the population ,·· he said . "People 
are becoming dis illus ioned by 
spectating, and more interested in 
sport participation . Racquetball will fill 
their needs ." 

After a taste of tournament competit ion 
(Vermont Pro-Am) , Jerry wanted to 
bring similar experiences to local 
players in Providence. Upon his return 
from the tournament , Jerry and John 
founded the state association in 
January, 1977 . They have now held 
two tournaments, pub lished a 
newsletter and are currently mak ing 
plans fo r hosting their first open 
tournament in the fall of 1977. 

Other key members of the R.I.R.A. 
r esides John Rosa to, who serves in all 
public relation matters and acts as 
good will ambassador, are Fred Miller 
who serves as a prog ram director , and 
Howie Hawkins who is the 
secretary /treasurer handl ing 
memberships . According to Jerry , 
"thei r assistance is invaluable." 
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TOURNAMENT RESULTS 

Minnesota 
The Minnesota State Racquetball 
Championships were held on April 29, 30 and 
May 1, 19n, at the Rochester YMCA for the fifth 
consecutive year. This year was marked by 
upsets and near upsets . In Singles , a former 
champion, Steve Singer, Minneapolis, was 
recrowned, while the defending champion, Bob 
Adam, Jr., Edina, was upset in the round of eight 
by unseeded 16-year -old Dan Ferris, St. Cloud 
16-21, 21-15, 11-0! Ferris then rolled by fourth 
seeded Mike Gorman, Rochester 21-10, 21- 15. 
In the finals, young Dan jumped to 10-0 lead with 
a series of flat rollouts. Singer finally got going but 
lost the first game 21-14 . Steve then borrowed a 
page from the book of Charles Brumfield, using 
psycholog ical warfare to tum the match around 
21-9, 11-5. 

Adam achiev ed some revenge by teaming with 
Pat Page to upset the " unbeatable" defend ing 
champions, Jim Bryan and Larry Neilsen, 
Minneapoli s, 2 1-12, 21-20 in the Doubles . Senior 
action was highlighted by Bob Adam, Sr. rolling 
out Bob McNamara 21-10, 2 1-5. McNamara and 
Haskivitz were challenged by Tom Keyes and Bill 
Hall, Edina in the Senior Doubles final but they 
successfully defend ed their title 21-15, 21-15 . 
Masters action saw both defending champion 
George Sladky, Edina and second seeded Ralph 
Stillman, Minnetonk a upset in the semi -finals by 
John Brandrup, Rochester and Bill Colclough , 
Winona respectively . Brandrup was crowned the 
victor 12-2 1, 21-15, 11-6. 

Third place Singles was a replay of last year, with 
Tom Gonser , Minneapol is de feati ng Mike 
Gorman 21-15, 21-11 . Consolation winners were 
Mike Sladky and Bob Adam, Jr . Greg Johnson 
and Gary Peterson won third place in the Open 
Doubles with consolation honor s to Mike Weum 
and Barry "Consolation" Gerr. 

The B Singles victor was Paul Johnson of 
Winon a over Tim Sabin, Minneapolis 21-11 , 
7-21, 11-9. Ron Zeise, Winona took third from 
Chuck Pappas, Mankato . Consolation victors in 
B were Bill Olson, Redwood Falls, Earl 
Olmstead , St. Paul and Jerry Ulwelling, Austin. 
Senior Singles third went to Bill Hall over doubles 
partner Tom Keye s, whil e consolation victors 
were Malin Greenberg, Minneapolis and Dr. 
Charles Schaefer, Winona . Senior Double s third 
went to Dr. Fred Banfield and Dick Carpenter, 
Rochester with Greenberg and Dick Lurie 
winning the consolation. Masters third went to 
Ralph Stillman with Ted Wilson , Minne apolis 
winning the consolation . 

The tournament was again a huge success. II 
was a treat to be able to run it with eight courts. 
We had one new wrinkl e thi s year which included 
separate consolation awards for each round of 
losers . Henc e, first round losers played for one 
trophy as did second and third round losers. This 
was especially designed to enable round of eight 
losers to play one another, an opportunity whi ch 
they infrequently have. We are looking forward to 
1978 and the Sixth Annual Minn eso ta State 
Championships. 
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The Third Annual Northwest Racquetball 
Invitational was held May 20-22 at the Northw est 
Tennis and Swim Club , in St. Louis Park. Players 
from the upper Midwest and Canad a make up the 
150 competitors . 

'The competition was fierce not only on the 
courts ... said Ron Strom . "but also on the dance 
floor . " Strom is Head Racquetball Pro at the 
Northwe st Club . 

Dean Cons tant ine, a local Twin Cities dan ce 
instructor , headed the festiv ities Saturday night. 
He aided players in learning new dance steps 
while others enjoyed chicken dinners . 

A draw ing was held and several players received 
prizes , compliments of Northwest Tennis and 
Swim Club, Leach, Ektelon, and Muns ingwea r. 

In Men' s Open Singles, Ron Haskvitz, 
Minneapolis , bea t Mike Sladky, Edina 21-16, 
14-21, 11-3 . 

Men 's B Singles was won by Jim Collin , Man kato , 
who beat John Hinz, Excelsio r 21-13, 21-9. 

Bernie Nielsen, Marshalltown, Iowa, took the 
Senior Men's Sing les title in stra ight games over 
Bernie McNamara 21-10, 21-8 . 

In Women's Open Single s, Liz Dow, St. Paul, 
beat Martha Corw in, Golden Valley 21-17, 21-8 . 

Women 's B Singles was captured by Prudy 
Harrison over Jenny Hawley 21-20, 14-2 1, 11-9. 

Kathy Moo re, New Hope took the Wom en 's C 
Singles over Kindra Stirtz, Burnsv ille 21-15, 
21-5. 

In Men's Open Doubles Jim Bryan, Edina, and 
Larry Nielson, St. Paul , beat Strom, and Pat 
Page , Edina 21-11 , 21-17 . 

Art Hodges and Tim Sabin, St. Paul won the 
Men's B Doubles event over Jim Buckley and Jim 
Co llins. 

In Senior Doubles , Bob Sheldon and Berni e 
Nielson beat Bob McNamara and Amos 
Rosenbloom 21-7, 18-21 , 11-3. 

The Jun ior players participated in a round robin 
event. Paul Bakken, Fergus Falls, took first 
place: Hart Johnson , St. Paul, took second, and 
Craig Stirtz look thi rd. 

Strom says he's looki ng forward to next years 
tournament with the addition of five more courts. 
totaling 15, two of which will have glass walls . 

Virginia 
The First Annual Mid-Atlantic Mil itary Regional 
Racquetbal l Champ ionships were held at Marine 
Corps Base, Quantico , Virginia on 15-17 April 
The tournament attracted over 70 part icipants 
including the top military players in the region. 

The Open Singles was dominated by Air Force 
Staff Sergeant Don Litt le from Dove r AFB . After 
Roger Luque extended Litt le to three games in an 1 

early round, Litt le won all of his remaining 
matches in two gam es. LCdr Glen n Allen beat 
Marine Capt Larry Grandy in one semi final 
match while Little knocked off Ma rine Capt Bill 
Graham in the other . Litt le beat Allen in a close 
two game match fo r the championship . Graham 
then beat Grandy in one of their traditiona l hard 
fought matches for third place . 

The Senior Singles bracke t was loaded with 
talent and prov ided some of the best matches of 
the tourn ament. Glenn Allen eme rged the victor 
over LCdr Pat Drenno n in a "ma rathon match" 
final. Allen had beaten Marine Major Bill Major 
(playing in his first tourn amen t) in one semi-final 
while Drennon beat Ch ief Tom Madison in the 
other semi -final. Major beat Madison for third 
place . 

The Open Double s divisio n competit ion saw the 
unseeded Luque-Martinez team defeat the 
third -seeded Young-Major team in an early 
round . Ther e were no othe r upsets until the finals 
when the second -seeded team of Buzz Parker 
and Kevin Dorr beat first see ded 
Graham-Gra ndy in three long games . Parke r and 
Dorr were hungry fo r this win as Grandy and 
Graham had upset them individually in the Open 
Singles . Luque-Martinez beat Brown -Madison 
for third place . 

Eleven women entered the Wom en's Singles 
eve nt, and fo r most of them it was their first 
tournament. The play was hot and heavy, but 
when the smoke cleared, Barbara Leav itt, the 
number orie seed, found herself facing Linda 
Elliott . Linda played the best racqu etball of her 
eight-m onth career and decisive ly defeated 
Barbara in two games . Chery l Drennon defeated 
Linda Grandy for thi rd place, and Robin Titus 
beat Carolyn Wittman for the Consola tion 
Championship . 

The B Singles was the largest of all categories 
with over 32 part ic ipants jo ining the action . The 
final match was a case of olde r vs . younger with 
L TC Don Williams matched against 2d Lt Jim 
Ellio tt. Williams excellent court presen ce and 
pinch shots proved to be too much fo r the 
aggressive Elliott who was defeated in two 
games . Al Wort hington captured thir d place and 
Mik e Tenn ent took the Conso lation first place. 

The tourn ament was cons idered to be a huge 
success by all the participant s and many are 
looking forward to next year for the second 
annual. A special thanks goes to Linda Grandy, 
Rob in Titus, and Becky Graham fo r keeping the 
food and drink well stocked . 



Calif ornia 
On May 19-22 Santana Courts Racquetball Club, 
in South Santa Ana near the Newport and San 
Diego Freeways, held a highly successful 
Wamp-Um Racquetball Tournament. The net 
Proceeds will benefit the Santa Ana-Tustin 
YMCA 's Camp program . 

The "Send a Child to Camp " theme sparked 
enthusiasm In all 275 men and women 
participants and over 750 viewers over the four 
day tournament. The tournament was a success 
in every way : handsome tournament sh irts, great 
food, exciting and on time matches , and fun for all 
was the talk of the entire tournament. 

The compet ition varied from racquetball nov ices 
to some of the best open men and wo men 
players in Southern Cal ifornia . Mike Maddock s, a 
rising 18-year -old from San Diego , won the Open 
Men's Division in an exciting tie-breaker over 
R.O. Carson , Tust in with scores of 7-21, 21-18, 
11-7. 

Other score s includ ed: Carl Crown over Tom 
Malone in B Singles 21-10, 21-12. John Woodard 
over Bill Oswa lt in C Sing les 21-11 , 21-12. Bill 
Kristina! over Pat Flanigan in Novice Single s 
21-19, 21-6. Karin Walton over Donna Noguchi in 

Ohio 
Ohio State Tourn ey 

The Ohio Racquetba ll Association held its Th ird 
Annual State Championsh ips on the weekend of 
May 20-22 at the host club, the Back Wall 
Racquetball Club in Bath, Ohio. 

There were over 195 entran ts to partic ipate in the 
10 differen t divisio ns of the tournamen t. The 
players came from all sections of the sta te to be 
part of Ohio' s mo st pres tigious racque tball event. 

Although the calib re of the player s in the 71-man 
Open even t was ex tremely good, one player was 
clearly the best in the ent ire field . He was Clark 
Pittman, a 26-year -old comp uter engineer from 
Mansfield , Ohio . Clark, who has played 
racquetball for six years, won the Oh io Men's 
Singles Champ ionship for the second stra ight 
year defending his No. 1 seed position . He did it 
not only w ith a strong power game but with an 
excellent array of soft shots . Not only did Clark 
win all of his matches in two straight game s but 
none of his opponent s scored in the double 
figures. 

The runner -up in the Open Single s was a 
17-year -old Oh io State student from Cincinna ti, 
Larry Fox. In the lower bracke t Larry had 
progressed throug h the field winning all matches 
in two games unti l the sem i-finals on Sunday 
morning . He met a very tough and determined 
Jerry Dav is from Cleve land,-Ohio with the score s 
being 18-21, 21-13, 11-8 . It appea red that Fox 
was in deep trouble dur ing the second game _ 
except that during the time out he performed his 
now famo us '' Fox Trot" wh ich consis ts of a rap id 
pace in a circ le in front of the servers line .. during 
any time outs or de lays. This " Fox Trot 

the Women 's Open . Susan Hunt over Jeanette 
Mendoza In the Women 's B-C Singles. Linda 
Kobus over Paula Pizzifred in women 's novice 
singles 21-20, 12-21, 11-8. Al Portune and Ron 
Starkm an over Bill Fear ing and Cliff Schonert in 
Open Doubles 21-6, 15-21, 11-5. Ron Starkman 
and Cathy Schriollo over Mike and Ruth 
McGovern in Mixed Upper Divis ion Double s 
21-10, 15-21, 11-5. Pat Perryman and Betsy 
Staub over Carl and Linda Crown in Mixed 
Doubles Lower Division 21-10, 21-13 . Gary 
Frolenko and Jim Rossman over Don Delany and 
Bill Chadwick in Men 's B Double s 18-21, 21-5 , 
11-8 Gorky Ewing and Mark Hill over Delbert 
Moreno and John Paul Vasquez 21-9, 21-11 In 
Men 's C Doubles. 

That sums it up. All who par1Jc1pated were 
winners. Santa na Courts thank s the Golden 
Eagle Nation Y-lnd ian Guides for their help in 
running the tourn ament and all the referee s that 
volunteered their time for the 375 matche s. The 
biggest winner of all was the Santa Ana -Tust in 
YMCA which received more than $700 toward 
their camp program . 

Chris Chase 

apparently put the right ingredients together as 
Larry then went on to win the second game and 
the close tie-breaker . This tough match obviously 
extended Larry and hampered his showing in the 
final match wi th Pittman. During the other 
semi-final match Pittman was having a relative 
easy time with Jack Soble of Cleve land winning 
21-1, 21-7. Clark was able to finis h his match up 
in time to sit and watch the di fficult match 
between Davis and Fox . As both Fox and Davis 
were going through extreme ly long rallies with 
diving get s and imposs ible returns Clark was 
seen smi ling, with an extremely large grin, and 
commenti ng to himself how "he loved it, love it" . 

In the Women 's Singles compe tition a new 
entrant in the final four was Dana Cornblath from 
Columbus, Ohio . Dana, a left hander , showed 
the same skill as she did in winning a recent 
tournament in Columb us by defeating Pat Martin 
of Cleveland 21-6, 21-9. 

Each year the top Ohio State Doub les Team of 
Sob le and Davis seem to improve with each 
tourname nt. Since all the teams who play them 
are keyed up. their maturity and teamwo rk 
alway s rise to match their opponen ts attempt to 
overt hrow them . It is tougher every year but they 
thrive on it. It was diffic ult tournamen t for both 
Soble and Davis as they both made it to the 
semi- finals in the Open Sing les as we ll of course 
as winning the Doubles . They defeated Danny 
Clifford and Ed Reinhart of Cincinnati in the Open 
Double s 21-19, 2 1-11. 

The Women 's Doubles champ s were Elaine 
Robin son and Cookie Wachtel from Massi llon, 
Ohio defeating Barbara Joe Beal and Dan ielle 
Morg an 21-17, 21-6. 

Winning form displayed by Mike Maddocks in 
his Open Singles victory over R.O. Carson in the 
Santana Wamp-Um Tourney . 

Rod McKinley and Ted Shacker displayed 
exceptional teamwork as they won their first 
Senio r Men's Doub les championsh ip in Oh io 
defeat ing Mike Stern and Joel Feld from the 
Cleveland area 21-14, 21-17. 

This year an additional age category of 
14-and-under was added . Tim Deighan, 
13-years-old, of the racquetball Deighan family 
of Painesville was the champion . 

Another new category was Maste rs Doub les with 
champions Jim Herron and Nick Marsh of 
Warren defeating Dr. Pat Deighan and Jack 
Stones 20-2 1, 21-16, 21-14 . 

Due to the extreme heat and high humidity with 
the breakdown of the cooling system at the Back 
Wall huge quan tities of liquids and food were 
cons umed by the hungry and thirsty players . A 
great deal of thank s and appreciatio n must go out 
to the Hospi tality Director, Jim Lance and his 
young son Craig who worked hard throughout 
the entire three day tournament to keep these 
appe tities satisfied . 

Other men in helping Tourna ment Direc tor, 
Dennis Boatman in hand ling the floor were Ron 
Akins of North Canton , Art Payne of Columbus, 
Tom Perna of To ledo, Jerry Davis of Cleve land, 
and Pat Cos iano of Cleveland . These men spe nt 
many hours dur ing Friday and early Saturday 
insuring that the matches went off on time. 

Jim Pribble 
Dennis Boatman 
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Michigan 
Seventeen-year-old Mike Yellen and partner 
Tom Brownlee from the Southfield Athletic Club 
beat Gil Schmitt and Dan Mclaugh lin 
representing Court Players Club-Ann Arbor in 
the finals for first place in Michigan State Double s 
Racquetball Tournament. 

Competition was held in six events for doubl es 
and singles for both men and women . Court 
Players Club in Portage , Michigan hosted 62 
players in Men 's Doubles A & B level play as well 
as a Women's Doubles A bracket. There were 
also divisions for Juniors , Seniors , and Masters . 

Yellen demonstrated those skills that promise to 
make him a future contender on the pro circuit. 
He easily won the Jun ior Division defeating Mike 
Kaufman 21-3, 21-3. He then coupled with his 
partner Brownlee, who has helped develop 
Mike's game for two years , and scored a 21-9, 
21-5 victory in the Men 's A competition . Yellen 
found his doubles victory particularly pleasing 
because his opponents were Schmitt, current 
singles State Champion , and Mclaughlin who 
won an open tournament the week prior in 
Grand Rapid s. Yellen was unable to compete in 
either the Michigan State Singles or the Grand 
Rapids Tournament . 

The Men 's B was won by J im Hosta and Harry 
Sieplinga, Grand Rapids over Larry Jackson and 

Kentucky 
Invaders from the north ravaged the field of the 
Lexington Round Robin Invitational Doubles 
Tournament. Mike Sipes and Larry Fox, 
Cincinnati , ended the weekend of June 10-12. 
with a 6-1 record, losing only to the team of Hal 
Broderson and Doug Gordon, Louisville, 31-25. 

Sipes and Fox combined speed , agility , control , 
and a certain knowledge of one another's 
whereabouts . They are a fine team, not simply 
two talented players . The Spring and Fall team of 
Eric Gilbert and Dave Fleischaker took second 
place, also with a 6-1 record . They lost to 
Sipes-Fox, however, 31-20 after leading the 
winners at 15-7 early. What Gilbert-Fleischaker 
lacked in speed (and they lacked a lot) , they 
made up in desire (Gilbert 's desire to hit the ball 
harder). 

Len Wilson, Louisville, and Tom Shivel , Ashland, 
were the surprise team of the tourney, coming in 
third with a 4·3 record. Broderson and Gordon 
were fourth. They were voted most likely to be 
unpredictable, alternatively pulling upsets and 
rolling over to play dead . Kirtley Amos and Ray 
Sabbatine, Lexington, members of the host 
Racque!Time of Lexington, displayed a frenzied 
gourmet approach . Kirtley was frenzied on the 
court and Ray a gourmet off as he prepared the 
finest pizza most had ever eaten . 

Fred Michels and Alan Hyman, four times 
Doubles Champs in Kentucky, fared poorly with a 
2-5 record. Jim Daopoulos and Bill Emnett, 
Lexington, teamed together, as did Alan Foster 
and Russell Travis, also of Lexington. 

David Fleischaker 
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Ja ck Robertson , Battl e Creek 21-7 , 21-18. 

The ladies victors were Judy Huhta and Pat 
Krise , Ann Arbor over Jani s Vander Wei and Pat 
Stewart . Portage , 21-1 O. 21 • 1. 

Fred Lewerenz, Southf ield defeated John 
Raducha, Ithaca for the Seniors title 21-18 , 
21-13 . 

In the Masters , Fred Wiegand , Lynn Hahn and 
Pete Del Favero finished in respect ive order . 
This is the third consecutive time Wiegand has 
bested Hahn in the finals play. The scores were 
16-21, 21-16, and 11-5. 

Detroit Juniors 

The fina ls of the boys 17-and -unde r divis ion 
started as scheduled at 8 :00 p.m. Thursday . At 
12:25 a.m. Friday, the winner had been 
determ ined . Th is four hour and twenty -five 
minute final was an indication of the cal iber of 
competition found in the Racquetime Jun ior 
Tournament held June 28th , through June 30th, 
1977. 

Dave Doehr, of Livon ia, the ult imate winner of 
this marathon had defeated Mark Richardson , 
also of Livonia in the 9 :30 a.m. semi-final match 
in the winner's bracket. Richardson then went on 

Illinois 
Tourney: Chicagoland Men 's Open 

Host: The Court House, Northbrook, IL 
Results Men 's A: Kasten d Donah 21 - 17 . 21-10 . 

Men 's B : Prina d. Dudley 18·21 , 21·10 . 11·6 . 

Men 's C : Fabbr.n, d . McGrath 15·7, 15 -11. 

• 

Rich Donati (right), Chicago, prepare s to return 
one of Jay Kasten 's shots during the finals of the 
A divis ion of the Chicago/and Men 's Open 
racquetball tourney , July 23-24, at the 
Northbrook Court House . 

at 12 o'clock to meet Howard She r in the 
semi-finals of the loser's bracket in this double 
elimination tournament. Richardson won the 
right to meet Doehr again in the finals . 

In the first match , Richard son won in two games, 
with Doehr scoring 13 and 12 points . Th e 
dec ision to cont inue with the final match , either 
that evening or the following evening was made 
by Richardson . He chose to continue . 
Richardson went on to win the first gam e of the 
fina l match 21-18 . The second game Richardso n 
was leading 20-17 only to lose to Doehr 21-20. 
The tie-breaker was finally won by Doehr 11-8. 

Another more conventional finals, Jeff Ye llen of 
Southfield , defeated Vince Mack of Detro it, 21-6, 
21-2, for the boys 15-and -under title . The boys 
13-and -under championsh ip was won by Fred 
Lewerenz of Detroit over Andy Weine , 21-9 , 
21-15 . The girls 17-and-underfina ls, Ju lie Sak of 
Southfield defeated JoAnn Rayburn of Livonia, 
21-8 , 21-5 . In girls 14-and-u nder, Michelle Moss 
of Southfield, defeated Madonn a McPharlin of 
West Bloomfie ld , 21- 10, 21-13 . 

The winners won an expenses paid trip to the 
United States Racquetball Associat ion National 
Juniors Champ ionships held Ju ly 27th through 
the 31st , at the Evergreen Park Bath and Tennis 
Club , Evergreen Park , Illinois . 

Rhode Island 
The Rhod e Island Racquetball Associat ion held 
its first annual State Tournament May 11-14 at 
the Providence Centra l Y.M.C.A. Tournament 
director Fred Miller became the Men 's Open 
Singles champion by defeating Dennis 
Cu lberson in the finals 21-7, 21-19. 

En route to the title Miller defeated Jerome Ivy 
21-2 , 21-6, Ed McGovern 21-11, 21-6, and Bill 
Ner i 21-15, 21-10. Culberson knocked off John 
Rosato 21-8 , 21-18 and Ca l Steere 21- 19, 21-14 . 

Bee Lufkin won the Women 's one game round 
robin event with Bonnie Miller placing second . 
Lufk in was unde feated and gave up a total of one 
point in the tournament! 

R.B . Fontain e won the Senior Singles by 
upsett ing Joe Fenster 14-21 , 21-16 , 11-6 in the 
fina ls . 

Pete Halle took first and Marshall Ritch seco nd in 
the Masters Singles round rob in. 

The Open Doubles crown went to Cu lberson and 
Fontaine as they topped Rosato and McG overn 
in the finals 21-14, 14-21, 11-6. 

In B Sing les Harry McGee bested John Kutys 
21-9, 21-14 for the champ ionship . 

C Singles was won by Charles Batcher 21-16 , 
21-19 over Bill Hanson . 

Third place trophies went to Bill Neri (Open 
Sing les and Sen ior Singles) , Bruce Fairweat her 
(B Singles) , and Bee Lufkin (C Singles). 

Consolat ion winners were Jerry Me laragno . 
(Open Singles), Rick Haynes (B Sing les), Dennis 
Drolet (C Singles), and Bruce Fairweather 
(Senior Singles) . 



New York 
Auburn , New York was the scene of the first 
annual New York State Open Racquetball 
Tournament May 13-15 sponsored by the 
Upstate New York Racquetb all Association and 
Tinker's Guild, a local " spirits " establishment. 
Free drinks were supplied by Tinker's Guild and 
the Upstate New York Racquetball Associa tion 
supplied the drinkers . 

In the Women 's divisio n, Donna Lahti from 
Binghamton , New York took first place . Second 
place was held by Margo Rood , Rochester and 
third place went to Caro l Malikow , Syracuse . 

In the B division George Litsky, Rochester lost to 
Bert Ackerman , Potsdam in an exciting final 
21-18, 21-20 . Larry Rubin, Montreal took third 
place over Dan Babuka , Binghamton . In the A 
doubles finals Leo Marsocci and Sam Poletta 
downed Jim Winterton and Danny Wa1ngarten of 
Rochester by scores of 14-21, 21-8, 11-3. In the 
A finals Marso cci cont inued his mastery over 
arch-city rival and good friend Winterton . 
Winterton took the first game 21-16 and had a 
19-18 lead 1n the second game but lost 21-19 and 
succumbed to cramps and Marsocci 's dri ve 
serve in the tie breaker 11-6. 

The B conso lation was won by racquetball 
ambassador at large , Son ny Monroe of Auburn 
and the A consolation wa s won by Judd 
Grosshans , Brockport , New York . The hospitality 
of Auburnites and Tin ker's Guild assured all 
participants of a good time. We wou ld like to 
thank Searnco , The Upstate New York 
Racquetball Asso ciation, Tinker"s Guild, John 
Cavanaugh, our hometown photographer and 
Janice Hunt, Tourn ament director . 

Over 60 entries from Upstate New York 
converg ed upon the YMCA courts at 100 Gibbs 
Street 1n Roche ste r, for the first annual 
Rochester Metro Open May 20-22. This 
tournament ditterent as there was no A divisio n, 
just B, C. juniors and Wom en's divisio n 
competition . Player reaction was favorabl e since 
in other tournaments the pro players and the A 
players see m to get all of the attention whil e the 
other participants go unwat ched in the finals . 
This tournament format also lets all players relax 
and play whi le the A players run the tourney . 

In the jun ior division 12-year-old Mike Levine 
defeated 15-year-old Jack Dollinger in the finals. 
Sixteen-year-o ld Steve Rosenbloom took third . 

In the C's Joe Letempio defeated Mike Janiak, 
21-18 and 21-19. Bert Corcoran, Batav ia took 
third. 

In the men's B the old pro, George L1tsky 
defeated Geott Freary, 21-16 and 21-12. 

In the Women's Open Buttalo 's Donna Mege r 
defeated Roche ster city champion, Margo Rood 
21-3, 21-12 . 

Tournamen t director Jim Wint erton wou ld like to 
thank the USAA and Terry Fancher for the(r ~elp. 
Also s·eamco for balls and Ektelon for chrnc 
pamphlets.A special thank-you to Mark Evans of 
the YMCA for his help is in order also. 

On May 8th The Racquetball World , Rochester , 
New York 's newest racquetball club, hosted an 
exhibition featuring the Rochest er City 
champi on, Margo Rood, and her arch-r ival, Carol 
Malikov . Carol is the Syracuse City champion . A 
good sized crowd wa s treated to a fine display of 
racquetball as Rood won a 21-19 , 19-21 , 11-6 
match . The spirited play of the girls gives 
testimony to the rising popularity of racquetball 
among the women 1n upstate New York . 

Margo Rood has been promoting racquetba ll in 
Rochester for two years . She is currently forming 
a Women 's racquetball league for the fall, and 
has been g1v1ng lesso ns on an informal basis for 
the past year. Margo, who is a young 
37-years-old , says that she would tell all 
beginning women players that you are never too 
old to learn and adds that one of her best pupils is 
a 45-year-old former tennis buff . Her one regret is 
that she does not have the high ca liber of women 
players to compete with and so she must 
compete with men. Margo is quic k to add, 
however , that this is rapidly changing in 
Rochester , as it is all over the nation . With people 
like Margo working in upstate New York, 
racquetball is luring more wom en to the courts. 

Marg o Rood in actio n. 

New Mexico 
The New Mexico State Racquetball 
Championships were held May 13-15 in 
Albuquerque at Tom Young's Court Club. This 
year's tourney accommodated 110 eager 
participants in 10 divisions . There were a few 
surprises but the favorites came through in most 
brackets . 

For the third stra ight year , Gary Mazaroff won the 
Men's Open champion ship . The script was the 
same as last year as he defeated Earl Badger in 
the finals 

In Open Doubles Badger sought revenge and 
succeeded . Along with his partner Dennis 
Chavez , they manhandled Mazaro tt and Clay 
Childs in the finals . 

Perhaps noteworthy in the doubles competi tion 
was the presence of some young blood, primarily 
8 111 Vargas and Mike Cullen . They gave a couple 
of veterans, Franc isco Silva and Frank Sandry all 
they could handle in their first match before 
giving in to the latter 's experience 21-20, 21-8. 

The Men 's B divis ion saw Bob Rossi defeat 
Carlsbad 's Char les Jurva 1n the finals 21-20 , 
16-21, 11-9. These two gentlemen will finally 
have to do their battling in the Open Divis ion 
according to state rules . 

In the Men's C Rich Hill, Carlsbad stopped J im 
Midyett for the top prize 21-6 , 21-17 . Two 
surpri ses marked this bracket, - the strong 
showing of Midyett , who was playing 1n his first 
tournament, and the early elimination of 
Albuquerque 's David Martinez , a co-favorite . 

In the Men 's Seniors Ernie Nellos easily defeated 
Bob Light to take the crown . The only su!prise 
was that it was so easy . 

Bob Sanchez overcame a tough Masters field to 
cap ture that title, getting by Carl Brand in the 
finals. Joe Goldste in stopped Bill Wixted in the 
Golden Masters championship match . 

Perhaps the biggest surprise of the tournament 
was the crowning of a new Wom en's Open 
Champion . After some years of frustration, 
Wrenne Saunders finally came through. 
Although her old nem esis Lynn Chirigos was not 
a participant this year, Saunders deserved the 
acc laim as she had to play tough matches in this 
double eliminat ion division . 

In the Women 's B Cathie Childs finally showed 
her promise by defeating Roberta Morehouse in 
the finals 21-1 O, 11-21, 11-6. Morehouse typifies 
the sudden appearance of capab le women 
players to the Albuquerque scene, which had 
been dominated by a few gals the past few years . 

Also typical of this change is Carol Branitz, who 
defeated the favorite, Brenda Robinette to take 
the Women 's C title 21-14. 21-9 . 
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Oklahoma 
The U.S.R.A. of Oklahoma would like to an­
nounce the results of its 1977 Oklahoma State 
Doubles Championships . The tournament took 
place in Tulsa at Benien Courts , June 18th & 19th. 
Re..,lta: Men'• Open : 1. Bemen /L,nton : 2. ByersfTayJor . 3. 
Chambhss/ GaM . 

Men'a B: 1. MIiier/ B. Rud1chuk: 2. R. Rud1ch1k/Shupack : 3. S. 
McPhersoo/Car,gnan 

Men"• C: 1. Shaner / Paulk . 2. Kuck/ Gonzalez : 3. S. McPher son/ 
Lehr. 

Men"• Senior: 1. J. McPerson ,LJnton: 2. Crowely/Tr,mble : 3. 
Matheson/Trocken . 

Mlxad: 1. S. McPherson /J . McPherson ; 2. L. Benoen/J. Bon oen: 3 
Bemhe,mer /Eochor. 

The tournament was very successful with 82 en­
tries (41 doubles teams). We would like to thank 
Seamco for donating the balls , Leach , Industries 
for the souvenir shirts, and Ektelon for a tourna­
ment package used for door prizes. We would 
also like to thank all the participants for their 
cooperation in refereeing and when an occa­
sional delay of game would occur, with special 
recognition going to Sandy McPherson . Sandy 
entered three events and played all of her 
matches non-stop back to back Saturday starting 
at 10:15 and finishing around 10:00 that evening . 
She placed in all three divisions she entered . 

We will be looking forward to the second 
U.S.R.A. Oklahoma State Singles Champ ion­
ships this fall . 

Clayton Rahlfs 
Tournament Director & State Chairman 

Building a 
Racquetball 
Club? 
Avoid porblems 

. ' ... copy a winner. 
Call us before you build! Our 
proven, successful system 
can save you thousands of 
problems! We have full courts 
and beautiful clubs in 
operation. Choose from 8, 1 O 
or 12 court plans. We'll help 
you select the best plan, 
construction materials and 
operational systems for your 
area! We've turned Milwaukee 
into one of the hottest 
racquetball markets in 
America! If you would like to 
"pick our brain" call Keith 
Nygren at ( 414) 321-2500 

*WEST ALLIS, WISCONSIN 
*NORTHRIDGE/MILW., WIS. 
*WAUKESHA, WISCONSIN 

Georgia 
The first Georgia U.S.R.A. State Tournament 
was held April 29-May 1 at Court House I in 
Marietta, a suburb of Atlanta . The enthusiasm 
and support of the tournament was beyond ex­
pectations . Court House I owners and personnel, 
local businesses, entrants and friends proved to 
the racquetball community that tournaments can 
be exciting and worth supporting . 

There were five divisions of play . 

Results are as follows : 
Open (Quarter-finals): 
Siegal d . Brown 21-2. 21-8 : Rhod es d. Carroll 21- 10. 21-14 . 
Marich d. Chamberla in 21-12 . 21· 12. Wurster d . V,ncenl 21 ·8. 
21-9. 
(Sem l-llnals) : Siegal d. Rhode s 21-4. 2t-t3 . Mat lch d. Wursler 
21-12. 21-6 . 
(Championship) : Mat ,ch d. Siega l 21-17. 21- 17. (Th ird) : Wurs­
ter d. Rhodes . 

Sen iors (Semi-finals) : Chamberla in d. Scalhon 21· 15. 10-21 . 
11-7; H1lhard d. Carro ll 21-14 . 21-13 . 
(Championship) : Chamberlain d. H1lhard 12-21. 21-12. 11-5. 

Men "s B (Sem i- finals) : Tver d. Wickhlfe 21- 17. 12-21. 11-2. 
Maylleld d. Huckeba 21-15 . 21-19 . 
(Championship): Tver d. Mayl ie ld 21- 12. 12-2 1. 11-8. (Third) : 
Hucke ba d. W1ckl1tte. 

Novice (Semi-finals) : Lampreyd . Hanc ock 2 1· 19. 14-2 1. 11- 10; 
Dav ids d. Ivey 2 1-20. 21- 16. 
(Championship) : Davi s d. Lamprey 2 1- 13. 2 1- 17 (Third) : Han · 
cock d. Ivey . 

Women·s Open (Sem i- finals) : Crow e d Guild 21-8. 2t -6 ; 
McBee d. Tucker 2 t • t5 . 21-7 . 
(Championsh ip) : Crowed McBee 21-8 . 21·2 . 

Wayne Vincent, Georg ia U.S.R.A. Director and 
Ruth Vincent, Treasurer ran the toumamer:t with 
the help of Dutch Sears . Referee 's Chairman, 
Dorey Dunker ly, Ginger Vines and Rosie Malich , 
hospitality and registration . 

Racquetball is surging upward in popularity in 
Georgia and so is the U.S.R.A. Since January , 
1977 there has been a 300 per cent increase in 
membership over a year ago . 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

October 14-16 
Janesville Fall Open, YMCA, 54 S. 
Franklin St., Janesville, Wisconsin . 
Call Tom Bier for entries 
608- 754-6654 . 

October 21-24 
Connecticut State Closed, Rollout 
Racquetball Club, Rock Hill, 
Connecticut. Call Jeff Coyle for entries 
203-563- 7999 . 

October 21-23 
Wortec Open, Louisville, Kentucky. 
Contact David Fleishaker, 
628 Fincastle Bldg., Louisville 40202 
or call 502-585-5369. 

Western 
Regionals 
The Western Regional results, unava ilable at 
press time for the July issue, were as follows . 
Men 's Open Singles : 1 Marcu s 2. Kraus e 3. Lund 4. Baruck 

Women 's Open Singles: 1. Moor e 2 De Neui 3 Clairm onl 4 
Murdoch . 

Sen ior Singles : 1. S1Iverman 2 Ple 1ller 3 Kask, 4. Ste inberg 

Jun ior Singles : 1 Lar son 2. Hawi<ins 3. Brigham 4 Hawkey 

Mast ers Sin gles : 1 Pond 2 Burn s 3. Miller 4 Brouwer 

Golden Masters Singles : 1 Svenn son 2 Bugel 3. Hands 4 
Lohr . 

Men 's Open Double s : 1 Larsen/Reller 2 Krause /Marcu s 3. 
KrauVBaruck 4 Lund/Car ley 

Women 's Open Double s : 1 Cla irmonVMu rdoc h 2 
Mello n/Edwards 3 DeNeu1/Hawkey 4. Marti n/Van Dyke 

Sen ior Doub les : 1 Pfeillor / Redford 2 Pond/Conctia 3 
Popp ino/Adams 4 Gause/Kas k1 

Ma s1ers Doubles: 1. Miller/Pond 2. Svennson/Buge l 3. 
Brouwer /Pr alt 4. Coyner /Paul 

Golden Masters Doub les: 1 Buge VSvennso n 2 Irel and/Hands 
3 Duncan N anelh. 

November 4-5-6 
Scottish Open, Ithaca , Michigan. 
Events: Men's A, 8, C; Women's A, B; 
Men's Senior, Men 's Masters (all 
singles) ; Open Doubles . Deadline: 
October 26. For entries contact: John 
Raducha, Ithaca community 
Education , 530 N. Union St., Ithaca , Ml 
48847 . 

November 18-19-20 
Turkey Tournament, Shrewsbury, 
Massachusetts. Events: All Divisions , 
Men , Women and Novice . For Entries 
call: Howie Coleman at 617-754-7888 . 



~ wE PUT IT ALL 
TOGETHER 

FOR YOU 

Are You Building New Squash, Handball, Racquetball and 
Paddleball Courts? Revamping or Repairing Your Old Ones? 

NEVER A FAILURE! 
OUR P-62 HI-DENSITY LAMINATED PLASTIC PANEL SYSTEM 

COMES WITH OUR FAMOUS DOUBLE GUARANTEE! 

LOWER MAINTENANCE COSTS 
No Cracking or Chipping and No Painting Ever. A 
Mild Soap and Water Cleaning is All That is Ever 

Needed. No Wall Sweating. 

"4 7otat ~ 'Pada~ J6'r-~ ?ud.l 
For Further Details Call or Write: 

WORLD COURTS,INC. 
554 MAIN STREET, DEPT. NR 
S. WEYMOUTH, MASS. 02190 

L...-__.J._ __ @ Phone (617) 337-0082 

PRODUCT OF// 

U.S. /I 
GYPSUM 

FIBERESIN 
PLASTICS DIV. 
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General News 

• • Nmionaetb 

N.R.C. To Use New Draw System 
bue to the increasingly large 
number of entries in the pro­
fessional divisions, the 
N.R.C. has decided to limit 
the professional rounds of 
each tournament to 32 
players . However , since our 
policy of allowing anybody to 
play who desires to do so is 
still of importance, there will 
be qualifying rounds the day 
prior to the tournament for 
these players. 

The N.R.C. will continue to 
rank pro players on the same 
basis as last season. The five 
criteria, (total points earned, 
average points earned , per ­
centage of wins vs. losses, 
prize money, and total for 
season) , will continue to be 
used. 

Based on that ranking sys­
tem, the top 20 players will 
be given an "exempt" status, 
i.e., exempt from qualifying. 
These 20 players, plus four 
additional "at-large" exemp­
tions chosen by the N. R. C. 
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will automatically be placed 
in the round of 32, once an 
entry is received from that 
player . 

The remaining entrants will 
play off Wednesday for the 
final eight spots in the round 
of 32 , which will be played 
Thursday along with the sec­
ond round . The quarter­
finals will follow Friday, the 
semi's Saturday and th e fi­
nals Sunday . 

In tournaments where both 
men and women profes­
sional divisions are held, the 
women 's draw will be limited 
to 16 players , with 10 
"exempt'' based on the rank­
ing system , and two " at­
large" exemptions chosen by 
the N.R.C . A qualifying tour­
nament on Wednesday will 
decide the remaining four 
players to fill the 16 bracke t. 

The Draw 

Based on the N .R.C .' s rank ­
ing system, th e top ranked 
player will be placed on at th e 
top of the draw ; th e number 
tw o ranked player will b e 
placed at the bo ttom o f the 
draw . 

The third and fourth ranked 
players will have a coin flip to 
decide which bra cket (top or 
bottom ) they will play in . 

The fi f th through eighth 
ranked players will have their 
names drawn from a hat to 
determine which quar ter 
they will play in . 

Th e ninth through 16 t h 
ranked pla yers will have their 
names drawn from a hat to 
determine which b ra cket 
they will play in . 

The remaining 16 playe rs (8 
exempt and 8 qualifiers) will 
be drawn from a hat to de­
termine which brac ket they 
will play in. 

In this way we inte nd to elim ­
ina te the pro blem o f repeti­
tive m atch up s. It wi ll also be 
fair er to lower see d s a n d 
qu alifi ers, ye t still pl ace the 
top ran ked pl ayers to en sure 
the be tter m atc hes later in the 
tou rn am en t. 

Th e " thre e tim e rule " w ill still 
appl y, i.e., if the sam e m atc h 
up oc cur s tw ice in a row , o n 
th e thir d co nsecut ive time the 
low er seed w ill be flop p ed 
w ith th e ne xt seed benea th 
him . 

Th e draw , since it involves 
p ick ing o ut o f a hat , will be a 
pu blic d raw, con d uct ed the 
Mo nd ay prior to the to urna­
m ent. An y pl ayer ea rn ing 
exemp t statu s m ay witn ess 
the draw if he so de sires. 



Footballlerr !Folley JJoiirr11§ 
R.B. Club Grr(Q)MJP) 

Ti m Foley , number 25 of the Tim Foley 
Miami Dolphins announ ced r-----:.,,0- ,.,...,,...,.,.-----, 
his association with th e 
SPORTROOMS , th e ne w 
million dollar Racquetb all 
Handball H ealth Club now 
under construction in Sabal 
Chase across from the 
Miami -Dade Communit y 
College south campus . 

Fo ley will serve as a V ice 
President and during his off ­
season w ill be in charg e of 
members hip programs . 

Tim, like many of his team ­
mates, plays racquetball to 
keep reflexes sharp and 
physical cond i tion in peak 
form . T im said, "the opening 
date is set for November 
1977 and I sincerely urge 
anyone who wants to lose 
weight , firm up and for once , 
really haue fun getting in 
shape to play racquetba ll." 

Th e SPOR TR OOMS wi ll 
have 14 indoor air-con ­
ditioned racquetball hand -

ball courts, comp lete health 
spa , saunas , whirlpools , 7 
foot T. V , lounge serving de­
licious hea lth foods and re­
freshing beverages, ch i l ­
dren ' s nursery , pro shop , 
leagues , lessons and parties . 
The SPORTROOMS wi ll be 
a p lace for the who le fami ly 
to get toge the r and enjoy a 
hea lthy active life . 

Th e m Racqu e tballers 
How about Th em Racquet ­
ballers , 
Ain ' t they sumpin '? 
A-servin' them aces 
A -run nin ' and a-jumpin '. 

Balli n them ceilings , 
Ballin ' them wall s, 
Divin ' in the corners 
A -creamin ' the m balls. 

L ook at Th em Racquetba l­
lers 
Smash them " Z 's" 

Clobber them roll -outs 
Through they knees . 

Pumpin ' them platelets , 
Pump in' them gasses, 

Surfin' them digs , and 
A-cha sin' them passes. 

Th em kill er-type Racquetbal­
lers, 
Ain't they aerobic ? 
Sweatin ' in them closets, 
Sur e ain ' t claus trop hobic. 

Clas s ified 

Seamco 
ames New 

Eastern 
Regional 
'1anager 

Donald F. McAuliffe is the 
new sales manager for 
Seamco Sporting Goods in 
the eastern U.S. area . 

McAuliffe most- recently was 
a regional sales manager for · 
Borden, Inc ., and wi ll con­
tinue to make his home in 
Southport , Conn . 

A native of Chicago he is a 
graduate of Michigan State 
and also attended both Notre 
Dame and the Nava l 
Academy . 

Mc Auli ffe was a 1952 
runner-up in voting for the 
H eisma n Trop hy and was 
named to the All-American 
foo tball team . 

H is app ointm ent as Eastern 
Regiona l Sales Manager was 
announced by Bob Coate, 
National Sales Manager of 

Them Garfinkel powder ­
ballers 
Avoid in' them screen. 
Skippin · that crotch shot , 
Sure play mean . 

You be a Racq uetba ller: 
Mebbe play awful , 
Dumpin ' them chicken shots , 
Face like a waffle. 

You be a Racquetballer: 
Shootin ' that pho ton, 
Wa llpaper bull ets. 

Donald F. McA uliff e 

Seamco, the L a Grange, 
Georgia man u factu rer of 
ba lls of all types , and the 
wo rld 's largest manufactu rer 
o f racquetba lls. 

Donut s you can gloat on . 

Huw to be a Racquetballer? 
Don ' t need no fancy racquet . 
Gitchyseff a ball. 
Haul off and whack it! 

-Dean Packham 
Blackfoot, Idaho 

. after the style of Mason 
Douglas Williams, guitar ist 
("C lassical Gos·') 

COURT TESTED LIGHTING LAYOUTS CLUB MANAGER PRO WANTED 

I ~~ 
MORRISKURTZON.INC WANTED 
, J /(J Souto 1 Jtn111n Ave nut" 

tn,c.no 111•0,s&or-os $12,000 . Capab le of setting 
1e1t1r,none 317 , "//7 ;>171 

up and open ing 8 court 
Shockproof and Impact 

Resistant Fixtures 
racquetball /handball facility 
with fu ll amenities . Send re­
sume to : Levee Cou ,i C lub . 
2610 South Stree t , 
Lafayette, Ind . 47905 . 

Position available for expe ,i ­
enced racquetba ll pro . for a 
10 court racquetball club in 
the Washingtor. Metro . area . 
Send resume to Arlington 
Ten n is and Squash C lub , 
3400 N . 13t h St reet. A r ­
lington, Virginia 22201. 
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Please Join Us In A 
Tribute To 

Robert W. Kendler 

Humanitarian 
• 

Civic and Business Leader 
• 

lnternationial Sports Patron 
• 

The "Father " of U.S. Handball and Racquetball 

The American 
Jewish Committee 

55 E. Jackson Blvd. 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 

(312) 663-5500 
Irving Rothman, Director 

Testimonial Dinner and Presentation 
of the 

1977 Humanitarian Award 
American Jewish Committee 

Sunday, October 23, 1977 
6:00 p.m. 

Marriott Resort Lincolnshire, Illinois 
Donation: $125 per person; $1,250 per table of ten 

Dear Sirs: 
D Please make ___ _ reservations for me at the testimonia l dinner 

honoring Robert W. Kendler, Sr ., on Sunday, October 23 , 1977 . My 
checks is enclosed for $~--- · 

D I am unable to attend the dinner but wish to honor Mr . Kendler with 
my donation of ..,__ ___ _ 

Please make check payable to The American Jewish Committee 
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INSTRUCTI ONAL 

Basics For 
Begin ners: 

TERRY FANCHER 

Watch ing The Ball 
Fig . 1 

_;. 

_;rr-----....:c 
I 

Fig . 2 

~----- -- - --
- photos by Arthur Shay Fig . 3 

.,.,.,,.. 

One of the most frequent errors for 
beginners in racquetball happens to be 
one of the most important aspects of 
the game. That is, watching the ball. 

Probably the most obvious mistake for 
a novice player to make is to simply 
stare at the front wall wh ile his 
opponent returns the shot from 
somewhere behind him (see Fig. 1-3) . 
By not watching the ball as your 
opponent str ikes it, the player is 
vulnerable to almost any return 
whether it be ceiling shot, 
down-the-line pass , cross -court pass , 
or kill shot. 

To greatly increase your anticipation of 
your opponent's return shot, simply 
watch the ball until he is about to 

Figures =1-3 
If the player who is not hitt ing the ball blindly 
faces the front wall, he will not be watching his 
opponent as the ball is returned . This will cause 
him to react too late to his opponent's shot. 
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Figures #4-6 
If the player tums toward his opponent with his 
racquet up to protect his face , and watches his 
partner return the baJI, he will then be able to 

anticipate in time to return the ne xt shot . 

actually stroke it. Then turn your head 
just before contact to the area on the 
front wall where your partner is aiming 
the ball (see Fig. 4-6) . By doing this, 
you will be able to move to the correct 
area on the court to retreive each shot. 

Fig. 4 

Fig . 5 

Fig . 6 

To protect yourself from eye or facial 
injury you may do one of several things . 
You may actually look through the 
strings of the racquet to shield yourself 
and at the same ti me get a good view of 
the return shot (see Fig. 5). Also , you 
can place your hand with the fingers 
spread between your opponent and 
your face and still get an adequate 
view. You should also raise your elbow 
in front of your face and peer 
underneath it to get a protected view of 
the ball as it struck . All of these 
measures will give you adequate 
protection . -----
There is always the argument raised 
that if you watch the ball you are more 
likely to get struck by it. This is quite 

• 
• 

---- ~- - ----.z::,:"'_·-___ .....;, ___ ____________ _ 

90 SEPTEMBER 



untrue. After giving hundreds of hours 
of instruction to beginners , it is my 
opinion that not watching the ball is 
more hazardous than watching it. 

For example , most players who simply 
gaze at the front wall waiting for the 
return have no idea where the bail is 
when it is behind them . Therefore , if 
they are in the path of a return shot , 
they cannot move to one side to avoid 
being struck . This means not only 
avoiding being hit by the ball but also 
avoiding being struck by the racquet as 
the opponent swings and follows 
through . After a few months of playing 
racquetball, however , most players get 
a feeling for where their partner is on 
the court and can usually avoid hitting 
him. 

The most crucial time to be clear of the 
opponent's swing is when he returns a 
back wall shot , because the ball often 
rebounds directly to center court where 
the player who just struck it is standing . 
If he does not move to one side , he 
could be injured unintentionally by his 
partner returning the ball. 

Fig. 7 

Figures # 7-9 
If the player does not watch the path and flight of 
the ball as it boun ces on the floor and rebounds 
off the back wall, he will have to refocus on the 
ball before making contact. This causes a quick 
adjustment in the stroke and an unc ertain swing . 
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Back Wall Shots 
Another very common mistake in 
keeping eye contact with the ball is 
during back wall shots . Probably the 
most noticeable error is not watching 
the ball during its entire flight as it 
strikes the front wall , floor, back wa ll 
and drops in position to be stroked . 
Notice in Figures 7-9 how the player 
looks directly into the back wall before 
the ball has even reached that point. 
This causes him to have to refoc us on 
the ball again before making contact. In 
this sequence, notice how the bal l then 
rebounds too close to the body and 
drops out of range to be returned 
effectively . 



Figures #10-12 
When the player focuses his eyes intently on the 
ball as it strikes the front wall, bounces on the 
floor , rebounds off the back wall and drop s into 
pos ition to be hit , he should never take his eyes 
off the ball . This will make a smooth retrieval and 
stroke poss ible along with an effec tive return 

Note Figures 1 0-12 where eye contact 
is maintained intently on the ball as it 
strikes the front wall, bounces on the 
floor , rebounds off the back wall and 
begins its desce nt into the contact 
zone . The eyes should never release 
sight of the ball. Tracking the ball in this 
manner will make for a smoother 
retrieval and a chance at a more 
effective return . 

Fig . 10 
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Fig . 11 

Fig. 12 
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Fig . 13 
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Figures 1173- 16 
If a p laye r moves to cen ter co urt p osition after 
returnin g the opponen t's shot , without watching 
his opponent s trike the ball, he may get passed 
by the next shot. This will leave him strand ed 
helpl essly as the b all shoots by . 

I!"' 

Fig . 15 _ .... 

----

Watching The Ball And Court 
Coverage 

The ability to cove r the court and keep 
the ball in play depends greatly on a 
player 's ability to recognize where the 
opponent's next shot is going. Aga in, in. 
order to anticipate correctly, one must 
watch his opponent as he prepares to 
str ike the ball. In Figures 13-16 not ice 
how the player not hitting the ball 
moves toward center court without 
watching his opponent hit the ball. The 
result is a cross-court pass to his left . 
Not watching the ball leave s one 
stranded helplessly out of position 
as the ball shoots by. 

Fig . 16 
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Figures # 17-20 
When the player flows toward center court 

position just as his opponent begins to strike the 
ball, he gives himself the ability to cut off the 

pass shot without losing the rally . Note that his 
eyes are focused on the ball making it easy to 

follow . 
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Fig. 17 
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Fig . 18 
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Fig . 19 

In the next sequence (Fig. 17-20) the 
player not hitting the ball is intently 
watching his opponent as he prepares 
to stroke the ball. As he flows toward 
the center of the court , see how he 
anticipates the shoot this time. He 
therefore is able to cut off the cross­
court pass, keeping the ball in play 
and possibly even winning the rally. 
The ball is much easier to follow 
when the eyes are focused on it 
during the rally . 

----------

Fig . 20 

--------
_,., -------------· --· 
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Diagram 1. Pinch shot. 
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Perhaps the best example of watching 
the ball for anticipation is on the "pinch" 
shots, kill shots that hit side wall-front 
wall. As can be seen in Diagram 1, the 
path of a pinch shot at first is directly 
opposite the eventual path. 

If Player A is standing at center court , 
not watching the ball behind him , his 
normal reaction will be to move toward 
the side wall that the pinch shot first hits 
(Diagram 2) . Instinctively he does this . 

However, the true retrieving position 
for this shot is actually the other way. 
For the pinch will rebound off the side 
wall, strike the front wall and rebound 
toward the opposite side wall . 

Had this player been watching the ball , 
he would have been able to detect the 
pinch by the positioning and stroke of 
his opponent and immediately gone to 
the correct retrieving position (Diagram 
3). 

Figures 1121-23 
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Diagram 3. When in reali ty he shou ld be moving 
Diagram 2. Player A 's first reaction is to his right. to his left 
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Fig . 21 
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Fig . 22 

Fig . 23 

The Ceiling Shot Rally 

It is much easier for a player to keep 
control dur ing a ce iling shot rally by 
watching his opponent hit the ball. In 
Figures 21-23 notice how both players 
watch the ball as the other makes the 
overhand stroke . By closely watching 
the ball, you can actu ally anticipate 
where the next shot will end up and 
move into position well in advance. 
This w ill allow for a return shot that is 
not hurried and therefore will be more 
accurate. Rememb er, a ceiling shot 
return that you can lean into is much 
more powerfu l than one you have to 
reach behind you for. In the forme r you 
can make use of the legs , hips, trunk 
and shoulders , and in the latter you 
only use the arm and trun k. 

In summary , watch ing the ball is a 
necess ity for effective play . Anyone 
who feels at all squeamish about 
follow ing the ball closely should wear 
eye guards . However, if you simply use 
one of the protective measures 
suggested earlie r in this article and 
make a habit of it you should be safe . 
Remember , if you feel that looking too 
closely at the ba ll jeopard izes your 
safety , then by all means don't look at 
it. This is especia lly true when your 
opponent is return ing the ba ll in the fly 
from directly behind you . 

The major ity of the time, however, 
watching the ball will improve your 
play and not be dangerous. • 
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INSTRUCTIONAL STEVE MONDRY 

Keys To Winning 
Amateur Matches 
Many articles in National Racquetball 
deal with one of three main themes: 
professional instruction, tournament 
results, or pro-player interviews. 
However, I am going to write on a topic 
which has never been covered before 
- winning amateur racquetball 
matches. I will reveal some of the 
techniques I've used this year in 
becoming one of the most successful 
amateur players in the country. I have 
won tournaments all over the United 
States (California, Vermont, Florida, 
Michigan, etc.) and have played 
against the top amateurs in their 
respective regions . I have played 
against a wider variety of playing styles 
than most people ever knew existed. 

If you're tired of losing and you want to 
start winning, don't go out and pay $10 
to $50 an hour for a lesson from a pro, 
because he doesn't know what shots 
are being hit in amateur racquetball 
play. Just sit back and read this article, 
which is an exclusive for all the 
amateur players in the country. The old 
saying "You have to be one to know 
one" couldn't be truer. 

Amateur racquetball has different 
levels of play: A, B, C, and Novice. 
Certain techniques, (which will be 
discussed later) can be used at all 
levels, but the seasoned A or B player 
will find the article easier to follow 
because he or she will have experience 
under his belt. I recommend to those 
just beginning in racquetball to read 
this article with a friend who is a little 
more experienced, (in racquetball, that 
is). 

Before going on the court we have to 
ask ourselves three questions and 
answer them honestly. These 
questions can be thought about and 
answered up to a week before the . 
tournament or anytime thereafter. I w,11 
list the questions and then give a 
detailed explanation of each . One -Am 
I in shape? Two - What are my best 
serves? Three - What are my 
strengths? 

100 SEPTEMBER 

Am I In Shape! 

This question is very important 
because it will strongly influence the 
style in which you will play your match. 
What is the determining factor in 
considering oneself in shape? At one 
time I could do 100 situps in a row 
without stopping - does that mean I'm 
in shape! Or, I could run two miles 
every day for a month - does that mean 
I'm in shape? Who knows or really 
cares anyway! The only way to get in 
shape for racquetball is - you guessed 
it - play racquetball. If you can play 
racquetball an hour straight, give 
100% , and still come off the court and 
have a little extra, then I would consider 
you to be in shape . 

With this in mind you can run " Fat 
Freddie" into the ground in 15-20 
minutes and the match is easily yours. 
However, if the roles are reversed and 
your opponent is "Sam the Stud " and 
you're "Ben the Blimp" - your 
tournament will be a short -lived one . 
Very simple , right? Wrong! 

As the saying goes "eve,y rule must 
have an exception" and this rule is no 
exception. Many times I have seen my 
opponent just before our match eating 
sandwiches, donuts, drinking pop, and 
smoking a cigarette. We enter the court 
and the guy plays great, and 
sometimes beats me. Everything he 
hits he rolls out. Sound familiar? All I'm 
saying is, don't judge a book by it 's 
cover". Rollie-pollie-Rob may actually 
be Rollie-pollie-rollout-Rob in disguise! 
Be prepared at all times . 

What Are My Best Serves? 

Every racquetball player has a few 
serves which he can hit better than 
others. These we call our 
bread-and -butter-serves. At the 
beginning of a match, I go straight to 
my bread-and-butter serves and attack 
my opponent's weakness, usually his 
backhand. From point one on, I stay 
with the serve(s) that is giving my 
opponent the most trouble. I don't 
change serves just for the sake of 
changing them . The most important 
point of serving effectively is: Get your 

first serve in, (don 't serve a long or 
short) . If you don 't get your first serve 
in, you have to ease up and make sure 
you get the second serve in. Th is 
results in an easily returned shot fo r 
your opponent. 

It's very important to understand that 
your serves enter your opponen t's 
hitting area in two zones . A high zone 
and a low zone . By knowing what type 
of return shot each zone will elic it, I can 
control the tempo of the rally better . A 
serve from the high zone gives 
pr imarily a defens ive return , (i.e. ceiling 
ball , around- the-wall ba ll, etc. ) , 
because the serve is rece ived by the 
opponent at his shoulders, and is 
extremely d ifficult to kill. 

Conversely , if I serve from the low zone 
I can expect an offensive return , i.e. kill 
shot , cross court drive , etc. , because 
the ball is received low , wh ich is the 
ideal hitting zone for an offensive shot. 
So, if I'm tired and want a slower 
tempo , I serve from the high zone; 
when I'm fresh and I want to sco re 
points quickly , I serve from the low 
zone . 

To further explain this important point , 
here are the typical rall ies result ing 
from each specif ic zone serve. High 
Zone-lob serve, ceiling ball return , 
ceiling ball rally unti l one of us mis -hits , 
and the other shoots the pumpkin for 
bottom board. Low Zone-low drive 
serve, cross court drive return , shoot 
the back wall setup for bottom board. 

What Are My Strengths? 

Every racquetball play er has those 
favorite shots which he can hit with his 
eyes closed . We ca ll these rout ine 
shots. We must realize our individu a l 
limitations in our strok e and shot 
executions, and work around those 
limitations. For examp le, if I can 't shoot 
a ceiling ba ll that falls short of the back 
wall, (let's say at 36 feet ) for a winn er in 
practice, then I don 't care wha t anyon e 
else does with that shot. In a 
tournament I will return that ball safely 
to the ceiling and wait for a rout ine shot , 
possibly the same shot, but with my 
forehand . 



Fig . 1 
Everything on the right side of the line take with 
your forehand . Everything on the left side of the 
line take with your backhand . 

B F 

This brings us to a very important 
aspect of the game: moving around the 
ball for a shot or stroke preference . I will 
explain the three variations with the 
thought that my forehand is stronger 
than my backhand and I'm right 
handed. 

The first variation is the 50/50 cut, 
which is almost self-explanatory. Draw 
a line vertically down the center of the 
court (Fig. 1 ). 

Here you have equal confidence in 
both forehand and backhand strokes. 
This is the most idealistic of the three 
variations and is therefore also the 
most difficult to attain. 

Next is the 1/3 cut (Fig . 2): Draw a line 
vertically down the court 
approximately 7 feet fro~ the left side 
wall. 

Her~ you have slightly more 
confidence in your forehand stroke . 

Thirdly, the last variation is which I call 
the ··rump" cut (Fig. 3) because we 
frequently find ourselves with our 
rumps against the side wall in order to 
use_our forehand stroke. Draw a line 
vertically down the court about 5 feet 
from the left side wall. 

Fig . 2 
Everything on the right side of the line take with 
your forehand . Everything on the left side of the 
line take with your backhand . 

B F 

This last variation , is for those of us 
who feel about as confident in 
attempt ing a backhand shot as we 
would swimming in the ocean with 
Jaws next to us. But remember, 
eventually you will have to develop 
your backhand to at leest cuts 50/50 or 
1/3. 

All three of these variations should be 
employed depending on your own 
situation. Give up the court position by 
wheeling around and taking a good rip 
at the ball , because no court position in 
the world will help when you fan the 
shot with your backhand. In other 
words , it is ridiculus to try and shoot a 
shot with your erratic backhand when 
you have the option of shooting with 
your devastating forehand. If your 
backhand is stronger than your 
forehand or if you're left handed with a 
stronger forehand , reverse the 
diagrams . Those amateurs trying to 
play professionally should strive for the 
development of equal ability in their 
strokes . As I stated before these 
questions can be answered up to a 
week before the tournament. 

Fig. 3 
Everything on the right side of the line take with 
your forehand . Everything on the left side of the 
/me take with your backhand. 

B F 

To keep the answers to these three 
questions in mind, before ev8ry match I 
write down on an index card what I 
want to do during the match . My card 
has something like this written on it: 
1) Shoot all forehand shots straight in 
the right corner. 
2) Hit backhand shots to the ceiling 
from the deep court. 
3) Get your first serves in. 
4) Concentrate and remain calm . 

I keep the card in my gym bag, directly 
outside the court. When a time-out is 
called I re-read what I've told myself 
before the match . 
Mr. Mo 

This brings us to another important 
question , "When do I call a time out?" I 
have heard answers to this question 
range from - "Only call a time out when 
you're tired, " to "Call a time out every 
seven points ." (That way you will have 
used all three time outs when the game 
is over. 

I feel the main task of a time out is to 
bring Mr. Mo back to your side. 
Perhaps you know Mr . Mo by another 
name - MO-mentum. He is the guy who 
gets us moving in the right direction 
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when things aren't going just right. I 
automatically call a time out whenever 
my opponent has scored four points in 
a row against me . That way Mr. Mo still 
can decide to come back and help out 
before things get completely out of 
hand. 

My final thoughts deal with the theory 
concerning the control of center court 
area . Note the word area is used . 
Center court is not a set spot on the 
court. It is approximately a three foot 
radius just behind the service zone . 
First, we should all agree that c.c.a. is 
the place to be (Fig. 4). The reason is 
we are the shortest distance to all four 
corners of the court . Control c.c.a. and 
percentages are that you will return 
more shots than from anywhere else 
on the court. Which also means 
percentages are you will win more 
rallies because of it. Racquetball is a 
game of percentages, and anytime we 
can get percentages on our side, we 're 
in the driver 's seat. 

Coverage of center court area depends 
on two variables . (1) myself and (2) my 
opponent. If I am slow, I want to be in 
the rear portion of c .c .a. because I will 
be practically impossible to pass. If my 

Fig. 4 

opponent shoo ts the ball and hangs it 
up, I still have a chance to recover the 
shot. If he shoots the ball and rolls it , I 
couldn't have gotten it anyway. 
Secondly, if my opponent shoots 
everything , I have to adjust and gamb le 
a little by playing c.c.a . up closer to the 
front. If he passes me or mis-hits the 
ball , he won 't have the control, and the 
ball shou ld come rebounding off the 
back wall. A ll I do is run for the back wall 
and wait for a routine shot. Sounds 
simple , huh ? It is. Just think out there , 
and you -.vould be surprised how easy 
the game really is . 

I've tr ied to explain some of the 
different gimmic ks I've employed 
enroute to v ictory of many amate ur 
tou rnaments . I broke down my strat egy 
in two separate areas : Things to be 
done befo re you enter the cou rt, (the 
quest ions and answers , and the index 
ca rd routine), and things to be don e 
once on the court (moving aro und the 
ball, time outs , and court position ing). I 
hope these hints prove he lpful and tha t 
some of your questions about amateur 
racquetball have been answered. • 

EXAMPLES OF BALLWALL INSTALLA T IONS 

• SOUTHF IELD RACOUET IME CENT ER 
Southfi eld . Mich igan 
CJ I J) J58 ·20-l0 

• T H E GU. SS COU RT 
Lomb 2rd , Illi noi s 
(31 2) 629 -J J90 

• RACQU ETBALL COU RTS OF F ARMI NGTO N • VIC TA NN Y - EX!;Cl/T IVE CLUB 
F:umlngt on , Michigan Bloo mfi eld , Mich1g2n 
(J IJ)474 -IJIJ (JIJ) 647·2025 

• BELL R ECREAT IONAL CENT~R 
Sun Ci ly , Ar 1Lon:1 
(602) 974 -724 2 

• VANTAG E l'O (NT RACQU ET CLUB 
Allcn10"''"• Pennsy lvania 
(2 15) J9 5-JJJ 7 

• UN IVERSITY RA CQUET BALL CLUB 
Pon1iac, Mich ip n 
(JIJ) J 7J- 144 6 

• SHIRL EY RACQU ET CL UB 
Sprin g fichJ, Virgi nia 
(70)) 94 1-7770 

• COURT PLAYERS CLUB 
YpPlanci, Michigan 
(J I) ) 434 ·2 111 

• TIIE UACK WALL 
Bath . Ohlo 
(2 16) 666· 1108 

• CO URTS ROY AL 
Henri co Coun1y , Virginb 
(70 J) 549-74 74 

• WOOD VALL EY RACQUET CLUB 
Topek a, Kan~ s 
(9 13) 2H ·66 15 

• G RANO BLAl'( C COURT CLU B 
Fli.nr. Mlch1g;in 
(J I )) 695 · 1700 

• IB E COLIS EU M R ACQUET CLUB 
West.h ind . Mich igan 
(J 13) 729 -0600 

• SENTRY INSU RAN CE CO MPANY 
Sc.oU.kbl c , A rizon :a 
(602) 99 4-7000 

• COURT l'L A YER S CLUB 
Por tage, Michip n 
(6 I 6) 323 ·00 I I 

Professional Court Wall Syste111 
FINESTONE CORPORATION • 18307 Weaver Street • Detroit, Michigan 48228 • Telephone:(313)837-9672 



INSTRUCTIONAL DR.N.K.BUTTS 

Interval Training 
For The Average 
Racquet ball Player 
Do you run out of energy toward the 
end of your racquetball games? Does 
your play become less aggress ive 
during the last 15 to 20 minutes of play? 
Does the opponent that you defeated 
the first game overcome you as the 
hour of play comes to an end? If you 
answer "yes" to the above questions 
then perhaps you can benefit from the 
following inform ation regarding 
off-court training and conditioning . 

The type of training program any 
athlete engages in is dependent upon 
the specific sport , e.g . a maratho n 
runner 's training regime differs from 
the spr inter 's program . When initiating 
any tra ining program one of the first 
tasks is to analyze the sport or activity 
to determ ine the particular demands it 
places upon the body . To do this you 
must determ ine the major energy 
source requ ired to perform that activity 
and then analyze the specific 
neuro -muscular skills that contribute to 
a successfu l performance . 

Many instruct ional books and articles 
are available to aid the racquetball 
player develop the specific 
neuro-muscular sk ills involved in the 
game but little informati on has been 
directed toward a player 's off-court 
condit ioning program . The follow ing 
material should provide the ser ious 
racquetball player with some basic 
physiological information that will guide 
his or her off-court training . 

All energy for muscular contraction 
comes directly from the splitting of a 
substance called ATP or 
adenos inetriphosphate (see Figure 1.) 

Adenosine Phosphate 

Figur e 1. Splitting of ATP for muscular 
contraction . 

All muscles, includ ing the hea rt, have 
small amounts of stored ATP ready for 
use, however this amount is quite small 
(enough for about 2-3 seconds of 
activity) so the ATP has to be replaced 
as rapidly as poss ible . Three methods 
of ATP replacem ent are poss ible . Two 
of these methods are classified as 
anaerobic, literally meaning "without 
oxygen " and the third method is 
aerobic or "with oxygen ." The intensity 
and duration of the muscular activity 
are the factors wh ich determine wh ich 
method of ATP formation is employed. 
It should be noted that neither the 
aerobic or anaerob ic energy pathway 
is used exclusively as illustrated in 
Figure 2. 

% 

Time of continuous activity 

Figure 2 Relationsh ip betw een the time of 
conti nuou s muscular effort and the source of 
energy . 

Phosphate 

The fastest method of ATP formation 
comes from Phospho-Crea tine (PC) 
which , like ATP , is stored in limited 
amounts in the muscles . This stored 
PC can be rapidly converted to ATP in 
the absence of oxygen. Together the 
stored ATP and PC can supply 
suffici ent energy fo r about 10 seconds 
of maximal activity . 

The second method of anaerobic ATP 
formation can be called the Lactic Acid 
system (LA) . This process involves 
numerous chemical steps which 
breaks down glycogen (stored 
carbohydrates) and forms ATP and 
Lactic Acid. An excess Lactic Ac id 
formation can resul t in the fatique and 
pain which are limiting factors in 
muscular activity. 

The third method of ATP production 
requ ires sufficient oxygen thus it is 
classified as aerobic. The term 
aerobics was made popular in the 
Sixties by Dr. Kenneth Cooper 1 who 
promoted aerob ic exercises to the 
general population for card iovascular 
fitness. This oxygen pathway uses 
both fats and carbohydrates and is the 
most efficient means of ATP 
production in the body . This is the 

•cooper, K. Aerobics . New York : Bantam Books 
Inc., 1968 . 
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means of ATP production in most daily 
activities including the energy 
requirements necessary to read this 
article. Aerob ic activities are generally 
continuous, low intensity and long 
duration events that allow an adequate 
oxygen intake and little or no Lactic 
Acid formation, e.g. jogging. 

Where does racquetball fit into this 
energy scheme? To answer this 
question an informal study was 
conducted to determine the average 
playing time of racquetball games. This 
study revealed an average game 
between moderately skilled players 
lasted approximately 21 minutes . 
However, the actual playing time (ball 
in play) was slightly over half the total 
game time with each play lasting an 
average of 6.87 seconds (98 plays .) On 

less you need to use the LA system and 
fatigue is delayed. Research has 
shown that one of the best methods of 
training the ATP -PC system is through 
an interval training program . The 
interval training method involves work 
at a set pace and distance , rest and 
then repeating the work-rest activity as 
set number of times . Due to wide 
variations in age, sex, motivation , 
fitness levels etc . the specifics of the 
work-rest interval , length of rest and 
the number of repetitions and sets 
differ from individual to individua l. 
Keeping in mind that the ATP-PC 
energy pathway is enhanced the most 
when the work is of high intens ity and 
short duration the following are two 
examples of exercises that would be 
benefical to a racquetball player . 

the basis of this information racquetball Routine 1 : 
can be considered to be an anaerobic A ______ x _ ____ _ 

8 activity. Furthermore, since the actual 20 , 
playing time is less than 10 seconds 
the ATP-PC portion of the anaerobic 
process is used the most. Thus 
off-court training should emphasize 
activities that develop the ATP -PC 
energy pathway . 

Although jogging is probably the most 
common off-court training exercise 
racquetball players utilize its major 
contribution is to the aerobic, not the 
anaerobic energy pathway required in 
racquetball. NOTE: for overall 
cardiovascular fitness and general 
health, aerobic activities are 
considered to be the most benefical but 
this article is directed toward 
improvement in racquetball. 

The greatest stimulus to improve any 
physiological system is to use it. The 
more you call upon the ATP-PC energy 
pathway the greater its capacity 
becomes, e .g. increased stores of ATP 
and PC . Furthermore, by increasing 
the capacity of the ATP-PC system the 
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Place two marks (A and B) 20 feet apart 
which represents the width of a 
racquetball court . Starting in the center 
(X) move as rapidly as possibl e to 
touch A then back to B etc. 5 times in 15 
seconds . An "average" routine might 
be : 3 sets, 10 x 5 at 0 :15 (0:40 ). Th is 
means one set equals 1 0 repetitions of 
the 5 A to B movements in a period of 
15 seconds with 40 seconds rest 
between the repet itions . 

Routine 2: 

Squat Thrusts - From a standing 
position bend your knees and assume 
a squatting position w ith your hands on 
the floor in front of your feet. Sh ift your 
weight to your hands and with a 
jumping motion extend your legs 
backward . From this extended posit ion 
return to the squatting position then 
back to the original stance . This is 
usually done in 4 counts : (1) squat, (2) 
legs back , (3) squat and (4) stand. An 
"average " routine might be: 3 sets of 
10 X 5 at 0:20 (0:40) . 

The number of repetitions and time 
elements in the above examples may 
not be appropriate for your nge , fitne ss 
level etc . and can be modified . Also . as 
you progress through the various 
routines you should alter any one or 
combination of the follow ing 
components of the routine : 
(1) decrease the duration of the work 

interval (same number of 

repet itions in a shorter time 
period) . 

(2) decrease the duration of the rest 
interval (same work but shorter 
time betwe en repetitions ). 

(3) inc rea se the number of repet itions 
(same work -rest times but more 
repetitions per set ). 

(4) increas e th e number of sets (sam e 
work-res t and repetitions but more 
sets) . 

Keep in m ind that to stress the ATP-PC 
energy system the work interval should 
be less than 30 seconds and the rest 
interval 2-3 times longer than the wor k. 
With this basic inform ation use your 
imagination to design appropr iate 
routines that involve either movement s 
typically used in racquetball play 
(routine 1) or rou tines involv ing the 
muscles requi red for skil l execut ion 
(rout ine 2). For example mod ify rout ine 
1 by using 40 feet to represent the 
length of the court and inc rease the 
time for 5 cy cles or keep the time the 
same but reduce the number of 
movement s. 

It shou ld be pointed out that this type of 
high intensity training should be 
strenuous and it is recommended th at 
you do some general w arm ups pr ior to 
these act ivities. Just as you do not walk 
onto the racquetball court and 
immed iately start playing a game you 
should not wa lk into the gym and start 
th ese routines . Suggested warm ups 
inc lude slow jogging , stretching 
ex ercises etc . 

Although the int e rval train ing 
procedures presented abo ve will aid 
the serious racqu etball p layer he or sh e 
does no t have to forego othe r 
exerc ises such as jogging or we ight 
training exercise s like those suggested 
by Str andemo 2 . The interval traini ng 
method adds variation to workouts tha t 
may help motivate an individual to 
exercise more frequently when court 
time is not available. (For more deta iled 
information about de s igning an interval 
tra ining program consult Fo x and 
Mathews ' Interval Training 3 . ) • 

2 Strande mo, s. ' 'Trai nin g Your Fo reha nd ," 
Nat ional Racq uetball, November. 1976, pp. 
22-2 6 . 

JFox, E.L. and D.K. Mathews. Interva l Training, 
Con ditioning for Sports and General Fi tness . 
Philadelphia : W.B. Saunde rs Company, 1974 . 








