


















































For the 28th consecutive (and final) year at the Downtown YMCA
in Houston, the country's best racquetball players competed in the
2010 USA Racquetball National Singles Racquetball
Championships presented by Head/Penn Racquet Sports. After
many eventful and memorable matches over the years this was
going to be the last National Singles at the historic YMCA. The
venue will close and the new YMCA will not have enough courts to
host the event. Read on to find out about our new location and
host club...

Wednesday began as 177 matches kicked off the first day of com-
petition for most of the larger divisions. There were 535 players
competing in 77 divisions separated by age, skill, and age-skill.
Military divisions were also offered. To accommodate the nearly
1,100 matches throughout the tournament, The Met Club and the
Houston Center Club hosted players as well. The Dr.
Pepper/Snapple Match of the Day was in the Men’s 45+ where
Bryan Titus (Suwanee, GA) defeated Matthew Christensen (Denver,
C0), 15-2, 7-15, 11-10.

Thursday saw three generations of the Hicks family (Vine Grove,
KY) take to the courts. Larry (dad), Jason (Larry’s son} and Ray
(Jason’s 12-year-old son) all played matches that day, creating
more special memories in Houston.

On top of a full week’s worth of spirited competition, players also
enjoyed special activities all week fong beginning Thursday with
the “Ladies’ Night Out” party hosted by USAR President Cheryl
Kirk. In the end, over $500 was raised in the Susan G. Komen
Foundation raffle as upwards of 60 women enjoyed snacks and
refreshments while sharing ideas and feedfback on women'’s rac-
quetball.

Friday was a busy day for all the players, but probably the most
buzz came from the Women’s U.S. Team Qualifying division as #8
Janel Tisinger (Simi Valley, CA) defeated #1 Aimee Ruiz (Stirling,
NJ), 15-13, 15-13. Ruiz was the defending champion and Tisinger
played remarkably well in what was arguably her biggest singles
match to date. Friday night was the Head/Penn American idol,
Mechanical Bull and Casino Party. Players enjoyed betting on the
Texas Hold ‘Em tables as well as singing karaoke and riding the
mechanical bull. Doug Ganim and Ben Simons gave out over
$2,500 worth of prizes to gamblers who cashed in their chips for
raffle tickets.

Super Saturday at National Singles meant that the draws were
slimming down and there were only two more days before we had
to bid adieu to the YMCA and the City of Houston. There was plen-
ty of excitement, and fans were treated to some thrilling tiebreaker
matches in the Men's and Women's U.S. Team Qualifying divi-
sions. Jack Huczek (#1, Trophy Club, TX) defeated #5 Andy
Hawthorne (Seven Hiils, OH), 14-15, 15-7, 11-2. The women
were up next as #2 Cheryl Gudinas (Naperville, IL) narrowly
escaped defeat over Rhonda Rajsich (Fountain Hills, AZ), 9-15,
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15-13, 11-5. The “Cindereila Run” by Janel Tisinger continued
as she defeated #4 Kerri Wachtel (Cincinnati, OH), 13-15, 15-
11, 11-7.

At the Saturday night annual Banquet and Awards Ceremony, all
were asked to wear their favorite country/western attire in salute
to the great state of Texas. Three new members were inducted
into the USAR Hall of Fame: Davey Bledsoe, Bret Harnett, and
Larry Liles. Hall of Famers Jim Austin, Jim Winterton and Fran
Davis were on hand to witness the induction.

The Hyatt Grand Ballroom was filled with players and sponsors as
awards were presented throughout the evening. Tom Fuhrmann
and Leo Vasquez hosted the program as awards were given out to
athletes of the year, contributors and career achievers: Aimee
Ruiz and Jack Huczek (Athletes of the Year), Kimo Hansen (inau-
gural Military Racquetball Achievement Award), Bob Frazier
(Alabama; Presidential Award), TJ Ferro (posthumously; John
Halverson Fair Play Award), Malia Bailey (Peggy Steding Award),
Frank Taddonio (Dr. Bud Muehleisen Award), and Randy Stafford
(Joe Sobek Contributor Award).

Col. Ben Marshall (93) and Warren Bailey (11) were recognized
as the oldest and youngest athletes at the event, at 82 years and
1 day apart! Michelle Sikorski was recognized as the John
LoMonaco Memorial Grant winner (see article this issue). The
night ended with a special video presentation of farewell to
Houston, and Dick Bagby and Peyton Dorsett presented a gener-
ous monetary gift to USA Racquetball as they were thanked for
their assistance in Houston over these many years.

Sunday was the day where national champions would be crowned
and good-byes would be in abundance. With so many matches
still being played, emotions ran high as the final day came to a
close. Jimmy Lowe set the tone by grabbing two gold medals, in
the Men’s 40+ and Men'’s 45+ divisions. Following in Jimmy's
footsteps were John Q'Donnell, Jr. winning the Men’s 75+ and the
Men’s 80+ divisions. Drew Finke won the Men’s 25+A and Men's
A divisions. Kolten Wenckus won the Men’s 24-C and Men's D.
Tracy Hawthorne won the Women’s 24+A and Women’s A, Kelley
Gremley took two, Women’s 24+B, and Women’'s B, and Kelani
Bailey won the Women'’s 24- and Women's Elite.

The Men’s U.S. Team Qualifying division ended with Rocky
Carson winning his fifth (and record breaking) U.S. National
Singles title, defeating Jack Huczek in the finals. Cheryl Gudinas
captured her 8th U.S. National Singles title, defeating Janel
Tisinger in the finals of the Women’s U.S. Team Qualifying divi-
sion. Gudinas has tied Michelle Gould for most U.S. National
Singles Women'’s Open/Team Qualifying titles.

Mark your calendars for next year as the USAR 44th National
Singles Championships will be held at the Meridian Sports Club
in Fullerton, CA. The event dates will be May 25-30, 2011.
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The upcoming season will begin on August 26th with the
first Tier One stop in Dallas. The rivalry between Paola
and Rhonda will be renewed from the onset. A big ques-
tion for the upcoming season is what factor Cheryl Gudinas
will play with semifinal victories over the #2 player,
whether it be Paola or Rhonda. Also, Samantha Salas has
demonstrated strong showings in the last two tournaments.
Her game appears to have matured significantly and, if she
can play the entire tour, she will be vying for a top four fin-
ish. Kerri Wachtel is always a threat in any tournament.
She is quick, hates the ceiling, hits good angles, and sel-
dom skips the ball. The other women don’t look forward to
playing her. Adrienne Fisher had a semifinal finish in New
Orleans; she is always a threat.

Historically, the WPRO arose from events that took place
during the 2005-06 season. The previous governing body
for the women’s pro tour, the Ladies Professional
Racquetball Association (LPRA), was floundering due to a
number of serious internal problems. At the US Open in
November 2005, Brenda Kyzer and Christie Van Hees
approached IRT Commissioner David Negrete and asked for
his assistance. Dave agreed to assist and, working with a
players’ council of top ranked players, several important
decisions were made. Since the IRT was stable and func-
tioning, Dave said, “Why reinvent the wheel?” It was
decided that the new organization would follow the same
basic model of the men’s tour. Next came the question of
the commissioner - could Dave run both tours? Dave and
the players’ council came to the mutual decision that it
would be better to have a separate commissioner to avoid
potential conflicts of interest.

In December 2005, Kristen Walsh visited relatives in the
Washington DC area. While there, she decided to play
some racquetball and called on an old friend, Shannon
Feaster. Shannon asked about the women'’s tour and infor-
mation was provided that things were not going well.
Shannon mentioned in an offhand remark that perhaps
sometime in the future it would be fun to be involved in
the leadership of the tour. In discussions of potential can-
didates, Kristen shared this remark with the council. It
turned out that Shannon had business experience and
when approached she was agreeable to exploring the possi-
bility of taking the position. Dave, Brenda, and Christie
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interviewed Shannon at some length and subsequently
offered her the position. On February 6, 2006, Shannon
assumed the role of WPRO Commissioner.

Bylaws, rules, host guidelines and other operation proce-
dures were passed from the IRT to the newly created
WPRO. A Board of Directors was created that consisted of
the commissioner, three players, and other influential
members of the racquetball community. The Board is the
policy-making body of the organization. Judging by
results, sound decisions were made, as the WPRO contin-
ues to assume a more influential role in the racquetball
community. The women’s tour has been stable under
Shannon’s leadership, and it continues to increase the
number of events each season. The WPRO proudly pro-
motes women’s racquetball, women’s athletics, junior rac-
quetball development, lifelong fitness, breast cancer
research, the fight against childhood obesity, drug free ath-
letics, and good sportsmanship and fair play on its profes-
sional tour.

The 2009-10 season featured the rivalry between Paola
Longoria and the USA’s Rhonda Rajsich. Rhonda was off
to a great start by winning the opener in Dallas and soon
thereafter she won the US Open. Paola then went on a
tear, winning the next five Tier | tournaments. The race
came down to the last tournament in New Orleans. [f
Paocla and Rhonda both reached the finals, then the winner
of the match would be the year-ending #1 player. In spite
of the promotion of this possibility, Cheryl Gudinas began
to come on strong toward the end of the season. In
Pennsylvania, Cheryl defeated Rhonda in the semis. In
New Orleans, Cheryl defeated a determined Samantha
Salas of Mexico in a tough quarterfinal match, only to top
this later in the day with a grueling five-game victory in the
semis over Rhonda. Cheryl went on to win the tournament
when Paola, up two games to zero, turned her ankle and
withdrew shortly thereafter. But with Rhonda’s defeat in
the semis, Paola had secured the #1 position.

Stay tuned for the 2010-2011 season - it's going to be
exciting!















































