
State Championships Draws 300 
Ihe Racquetball Association Ihat left the field wide open tempo Surprisingly, Cole's Johnny Northern for the 

of Michigan held its annual for Troy Hall and Mike weapon was not his backhand Men's 35+ title These two 
States Singles Championships Johnston to make their first splat but his drive save National Champions have 
April27-29 at the Coliseum II State Open semifinal show whch continued to find the begun a "clean" rivalry that is 
Racquetball Club in Taylor ings of their careers, Hall oack along the left s i d e  one of themost excitlng to 
This tournament, usually the losing a tough tiebreaker and frustratedRallis In the watchin the state Hastings 
measure for the best talent in match to #2 seed Nick Rallis end, ~ ~ l l i ~  played well for his with his '%all-control" style 
the state, had anexcellent and lohnston falling to #1 first fmal, but he didnot have offense and "Bjorn Borg" 
turnout of over 300 entrants seed Christopher Cole in two enough to overcome Cole's mental approach against 
as Michigan's best competed quick games uncharactaistic serving For Northern and his Boris 'TI1 
for that coveted State Title The final pitted Rallis and Cole, the 1990 State title rip it harder than you" Becker 

Most noticeable in this Cole against one another for marked the 6th time he has style The Slammer agalnst 
year's &?tmpionshrps was the the hrst time in State Open won this championshp and the Planna lived up to its 
weak draw in Men's Open tournaments and the pressure made it the 8th consecutive advanced bllling as Hasbngs 
Once the pinnacle for all Open of his first final seemed to year he has ~eached thefmals eked out a thrilhng three hour 
players, this division took on takes it toll on Rallis Rallis, however, as well as marathon 11-10 tie-breaker 
the stigma of "Ihose who Throughout thematch his Hall and Johnston, served alumph 
chose not to play" as such top pinpolnt passes and perfect notire that the" will have tn - .. . . - -. .. -, .- . - - . - 
players as JimFloyd, Joel pinches &at spectat&rs are be reckoned with in the very Continued on Page 
Bonnett, Dave Werschay, used to seeing, kept missmg near future 
Lax t y Meeuscn, Latry Fox, the)! malk allowing the vet'l One of the more inttlesrmg 
and M ~ k c  AnJe~son decided elan Cole to take control of n~atch~,s of the tou1n3rnent 
to skip this year's tournament center court and dictate the plcted Stu Hastings and 

Michigan Players Successful 
Twcntv-iive Mchigan lac- title, in 35 ro\.n aud 4O~ovet stunned by 1.lo1idian Matt 

uuclball   la vets haveled to ~eswctively Jim Floyd also Layton 1-1-I5,15-8, 11-0 in Lhv . , 
1 kluslon, Texas May 23-28 to hoped to improve on last qudltc~s. 
comoelc in the Arnelicdn vea's fiilh place finish in Tltuugll he did not finibh 
~rn;teuI Racquetball  en's open and make a sec- higher than 1989, Floyd's 10th 
Association's Adult National and consecutive trip to the place showing inMen's Open 
Slngles Championships Once United States Olygpic ~est i -  qualified hlmfor the 1 9 9 0 ~  S 
again, the Houston Down- val Olympic Festival in Wnnr 
town YMCA was the host Wlth over 1,000 playe~s, tb.e sota July 6-13 Havingone of' 
club f a  this most ptestigious llouston~ationalj alwa\s the diviiion's toughcsl dtaivs, 
oi rac<l~~rtball competitions has ths  cam 01 racq~rlb:i!l'> i:lovd needed tic-b~e~lke~s to 

~ o ~ i s  werehi&for the crop and upsets are common- defeat i s  first two opponents 
Mchigan contingent to irn- place Sady,Michigan suf- in Flo~idian James Lorello 
prove on last year's impres fered &o of those upsets (former junior national cham- 
sive showing as Stu Hastings when Hastings was shocked plan) and New Mexico's Tony 
and Johnny Noxthern re- by Texan Mike Robinson 10- Jelso In the round of Sweet 
huned to their place of glory 15,15-4,ll-loin thesecond 
to defend their 1989 National round and Northern was Cont~ned on page 4 
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w of the Pre 
nament was the biggest On the negative side, JuNoI be raised to $15 per year Na- 
t in  recent years-. d- patidpation was at an all- tionally, we are s t i ~  repre- 
300 individual events time low at our States Singles sented by ,im ~j~~ but I was 

Region 9 Fournament Tournament. Membership is disappointed to see that SN 
 ela axing and enjoying the was also the biggest in recent down both nationally and ~ a s t i n g s  and ~~b~ ~01th- 
Summa sun Your summer years These two events indi- state wide Racquetball clubs em lost their tides 
cross-training exaases cate that at this highlevel of continue to dose For sure, They will be back Count on 
should be well in dace  to competition, the par tidpation our spott continues to expeli- it, ~. 
implove you, oniorning lac- enth;siasm and intctesi is at ence minimal p~uwth Kation. ~ l ~ ~ , ~ h ~ ~ ~  in this newslcttel, 
iiuetball 5eason. 1991! 1 an all-time high fol this level ally, the AARA continues to I mv favollte sub- 
&ought the 1990 season was vision of O 1 ~ m ~ i c  ject yve mitten the same 
very successful ! I is ,quest  yearly We need 

Positively ow State Singles plan and board members, people to 
Pes o s abilizethes~ort help run our p~ogams,  and 

1 success de Junior Scholarship Funding 

State Tourn ends on plomotion, and that YOU current board membe~s 
only be done withdollars need help Please contact me 

and budget As a re f o ~  detaiis Have a fun sum. 
Continued from page 1 Men's 45tJOE TOMLLNSON pectto see your year m a  SeP you at Davision 

Ihis year's tournament ,an defeated Ron Morse 
smoothly with Lou Ellen Men's 45ECHARLES 
Fecher, Tom Blakesee, Tim WHEELIHAN defeated Hank 
and Dianne Easterling all Gates ' 

defeated Dave Paskan 
Men's 308-MARK NOVAK 

doing yeoman's work to make Men's S O t M I L O ~  
the tournament a success defeat$ P a d  Becke~ . 
The winnas and finalists are Men's 55+-I.YNN HMnJ 
as follows: defeated Dale Schaffer 
Men's Open-CHRIS COLE Men's 60+-J D DRIVER de- 
defeated Nick Rallis feated Jack Yanikian 
Men% A-JOHN M O m m O  Women's Open-JOETT A 
defeated Pete1 Kibildis HASTINGS defeated Brigette 
Men's B-RICK DAVENPORI Hartz 
defeated Billy Ma~shall Women's A-ANIHNIIA 
Men's C-JAY KARGULA DICKERSON defeated Mel- 
defeated Mark Ellis ody Matteis 
Men's D-HOWARD WELSH Women's EPAI KLANN 
defeated Laszlo Brumar defeated Kathleen Motyka 

Women's C-SUE PAPKE de- Men's NoviceMARK OHS 
defeated Dale Jurcisin feated Dorothy Sypniewski 
Men's 19+-NIMRALTIS Women's Novice-HEAIEER 
defeated Paul Licari 0CONNOR defeated Teresa 
Men's 25+-SCOTT PUFAHL sasser 
defeated Peter Kibildis Women's 30+-BEIH 
Men's 30+-SCOn WORIHY GUTOWSM defeated Diane 

defeated Ray Matthews 
Men's 351-S1U ITASI'INGS 
defeated Johnny No1 them 
Men's 35EJOHN_MONTE 
defeated Ered Hartman 
Men's 35C-LUKE GUNN 
defeated M a ~ k  Mocca 
Men's 40+-'TOM BROWNLEE 
defeated Iom Blakeslee 
Men's 40B-J RON SLAW( 
defeated Mike Young 
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THE RACQUETBALL REPORTER 

Sandy Conlen, Editor 
5226 Dania S t  
Flint, MI 48532 
(313)732 2082 

The Racquetball Reporter is published quar 
terly by the Racquetball Association of Michi- 
gan (RAM) Additional supplements are dis- 
tributed twice yearly Information and ar- 
ticles are submitted by individuals and clubs 
and do not necessarily reflect the view of 
RAM. The Racquetball Reporter welcomes 
information, photographs and letters for 
publication The deadline for the Fall 1990 
isaue is August 13,1990 

The following individuals axe highly appre- 
ciated for their conttibutions to this issue of 
The Racquetball Reporter 

- 
Vincent 0ConnOt 

McCadey 
Women's 35+CYNIHU 
SIEDERS defeated Elaine 
Barch 
Women's 40tJLlDY 
WALZAK defeated Margo 
Fell 
Junior Boys 18+Unda-RYAN 
COVELL defeated Gary Hall 

W T Blakeslee 
Christopher Cole 

Dianne Easterling 
Jim Easterling 

Rick Hall 
Duane Russell 

ADVERTISING RATES: 
Available upon request 

Junior Boy's 16+Unda- 
CHAD VISGAR defeated 





16, Floyd r a n  into #2 seed 

tournament run  

d e n s e  pressure on the 

met  with 1989 National 
Champion T i  Doyle of Ohio 
and quickly saw what has 
made Doyle nearly Unstop- 

: Men's OpenCHR1SIOPHERCOLE=bth place pable in Houston the past two 
: Men's Open-JIM PLOYD=lOth place seasons With a photon-like 

Men's Open-TROY HALL=lost to Jeff Evans (WA) in second round serve, Doyle overwhelmed : Men's Open-MIKG JOHNSTON=lost to Bill Sell (CA) in firstround the n a v o u s  Michiganian 155 : Men's Open-LARRY MEEUSEN=lost in first round in  a display of ace after ace 
Men's A-JOHNSIALLMER=lost to Chistian IYal-dro (IX) in first round : Men's A-JIM EARLY=lost to Troy BlooaNH) in second round racquetball Needing much 

help, Cole turned t o  his coach . : Men's A-LEROY TOWNS-lost to Ron Rpnn (TX) in second round - , - - -  - - - - - ? .  

: Men's A-MARK ELLIS=lost toMatt Carzoli (IX) in first round Jk a s e r  a n d  PloyddCwX3ias '" . Men's A-LUKE GUNN=lost to BillSessums (DO in hrst round battled Doyle better than any- 
: Men's 19+-MIKE JOHNSTON=last to B J. Gruber (NY) in first round one else in the past) to come 
: Men's 25+6REG HODGES-lost to Ron DiGiacomo (NY) in sec~nd  round up with a game two plan to 
: Men's 2% JOHN STALLMER=lost to Rich Muniz NY) in first round negate Doyle's power and  : Men'sEtJACK WHITE=lost to JimJeffen (IL) in second round allow the jitters t o  pass . Men's 75.tCHRIS KELLY=to ChuckGates (MA) in first round through Cole Sexving a high : Men's ZQ+CHRE KELLY=lost to Mark Morrison (FL) msecond round : Men's %+-MARKELLK-lost toJohn Mack (CAI inf lob Z to Doyle's forehand . Men's %+ JIM EARLY=lost to Tom Wood (MO) in first round almost the entire game, Cole 

: Men's %&REG H0DGES;lost to Iom Neil (NM) insweet 16's played point for point with 
: Men's %+-JACK WHI'IE=lost to MarkBaron (VA) m first round the eventual 1990 repeat Na- 
: Men's %tDAVEPASKAN=lost toJimBa~tlett (IN) in second round tional Champion before s u e  
: Men's 35tSTU HASTINGS=Iost to Mike Roblnson M m second round cumbing 15-11 However, a 
m Men's 35tDAVE PASKAN=lost to Howard Walker (IX) in second round . weakness in  Doyle, the high : Men's 35+ .RON LESCZYNSKI=lost to Brant Dwan (CAI m first round lob Z to the forehand will : Men's %+JOHNNY NORTHERN=lost to TomT~avers (OH) m Sweet 16's 
: Men's 35+-LUKEGUNN=lost to Rob Glcden OX) in first round 
m Men's 35tKEN BONNETT=lost to F~ankCiociola Q\m in second ~ o u n d  : Men's 40+-JOHNNY NORTHERN=lost to Matt Layton (EL) in quarterr 
: Men's 40+-RON LESCZYNSKI=lost to Robert Langguth (Do in fmt round 
: Men's 40+-JIM HISER=lost to Herb G~igg  (IL) inquarters Withboth Floyd and 

Men's 40+-MIKE YOUNG=lost to Herb Gngg (IL) in second round Cole partiapating in the Festi- 
: Men's 40tKEN BONNETT=lmt to Jim W e y  (VA) m S s  val, Hastings still a coach for 
: Men's 45tMIKE YOUNG=lost to Fred Letter CNJ) in second round t h e U  S National Team, and . Men's 45ffiARY PHIPPS=lost to DlckMechart (WA) in first round youngster Joel wlnnett as  this : Men's 45+ HANKGATES=lost to BflShlermer OX) in first round year's National High School : Men's 45tRICK PARKHURST=lost to Mickey Bellah (CAI in second round Champion, Michigan is  cer- : Women's Open-ELAINE BARCH=lost to Jackie Paraiso (CA) in first round tainly well-represented on the 

. . . . . . . 



Sanctioning your tournament or clinic with RAM ensures the event will receive the prestige that 
it is due Below are the benefits of sannioning your event 

1 No other tournament will be sancnoned for the same weekend wthm a 100 nule MARCH 46-48, 4990 
radius from the event site 

2 Free playel and dub labels in zip code order 
3 Free tournament information lam and use of both the AARA and RAM ranking 

GRAND RAPIDS RACQUET CLUB 

6 Discounted maillng fee for tournamenBenny forms Inserted m The Rpequetbnll 

10 be sanctioned there is a $50 sanctioning fee per event promoter regardless of 
tournaments or chnics bemg sanctioned Thls fee is to secure your dates and to 
ance with the sanctionmg gmdelmes hsted below Upon successful completion 
tournament(s) and the gmdelmesbelow, $40of the sanctioning fee WIU be reba 
promoter Belaw are the sanctioning guidelines 

MEN'S B 
Brent Zimmerman def. 

Don Chapman 15~11,1514 

3 Sanctioned tournaments must use an AARA approved ball 
4 Sanctioned tournaments must ensure allpartic~pants are ather membe~s o MEN'S C 

AARA/RAM or that all parndpants join AARA/I(AM at the tournament site Buddy Helgevold def. 

5 Return to RAM all collected memberships money and forms, tournament results Mike Martin 15~10,159 

and a copy of the tournament drawsheets w i t h  14 days after the close of the 
tournament 

Appliances for cettalndates willbe handled on a first come, first 510, 5-15, 11-8 

$~:@>&$o~,pga.@Mp,n$p?qed event durmg the 1990-91 tour 
mame Easterhng at the addressand phone number below: 

Phone: afte~ 4.30 p m (517) 887-0459 

WOMEN'S A 

rn 11-15, 15-3,ll-2 

TACKI-MAC GRIPS WOMEN'S cID 
WRISTLACERS Dorothy Sypniewski def. 

ASHAWAY STRINGS MaureenPrice 1513,Il-15,Il-10 
E'F DRI-PALM 

KLEER VU MEN'S DOUBLES OPENIA 
M.. AnderMnlJ. Msten def. 
R. VanderlinW.. Longieliere 

FORINFORMAIION CALL: 
MEN'S DOUBLES SIC 

B. RosemalJ. DeWeerd def. 
K. BtyanlJ.. DeYoung 

MIXED DOUBLES 
R. CovellP. Sowders def. 

v EGAN WOUE - CARYN MeKINNEY MIKE RAY CLIFF SWAIN \ D. Gravelynle. Gravelyn 
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RAM Board Meeting Minutes 
Date: February 12,1990 him about this to obtain pay. Becker at 50; LynnHahn and ual was discussed briefly and 
Time: 7:00 p m ment ) Tom also said he Dale Schaffer at 55; Duane given to D Russell to review 
Place: Residence of Jim and would need help to spell him Russell at 60 and Hike and mll be circulated to other 
Dianne Easterling, 321 Vil- at the State Tournament at the Sohikian at 70. members of the Board upon 
lage, Lansing, MI 48532 desk This is a lot of work MAGAZINE FROM AARA: Iequest Tom repo~ted that 
Call to order: by Resident DAC. TOURNAMENT: The The will be running on 
Tom Blakeslee at 700 p m D A.C did not collect men- their own magazine on rac- the list of sport. in the United 
Members Present: Rick Hall, berships and will not be sane quetball The first Issue is to States Two million people 
Dianne Easterling, Jim Easter- tioned next year Ihey will be out in March It will Offi- play 25 times a 
ling, Tom Blakeslee, Lou Ellen not receive labels nor will aally star t in the fall and year 01 more Seventy percent 
Fecher, Duane Russell they appear on the state tour- come out every 0th- month: of the playas are male: 30 
Guest: Ken Bonnett nament schedule 32 pages I inda Moja from pacent female 
REPORT OF TREASURER: Rick Hall did indicate re- the AARA will serve as editor Michigan has 69 Certified 
DianneEasterling distributed sulk of the last tounament She also publishes a RAC referees whichis the highest 
cash receipts/disburse-menk would be given to the editor QUETBALL REPORTER once in theunited states fie 
for the month ended January for the nextNEWSI B ~ R  a month and Tom Blakeslee adjourned at 
31,1990. Curtent bank bal- Ken Bonnett said they were said he would endeavor to get 
ance is $1369 08 A profit of getting some press on reac us on the mailing hst PJ" 

5345 97 was listed for the 
NEXT MEETING: Ap1il2, 

quetball in Grand Rapids Ihe STATE DIRECTOR'S MAN- 1990 ( ~ ~ ~ d ~ ~ l ~ ~  the Easta- 
month of Januay 1990 She Junior High School Nationals UAI: Tom Blakeslee repottai ling home 
also reported the IRS may ask will be held in June (23-27) at on the meeting attend by hm- ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ m l ~  submitted by 
for a yearly account We do Dallas, Texas. The AARA self and Jim Easterling at Duane Russell, Seaetary 
have an accountant who p ~ o  High School Championships Colorado Springs The Man- 
vides us with a year end audit will be held on March2,3,4 at 
at the end of the year Dianne St Louis. Missouri Ken Ron- -. 
reported the IRS has sent us a nett asked abput the Junior 
refund check dahng back to Scholarship Fund and details 
1985 which we have not re- w a e  provided by Tom 
ceived to date Blakeslee. 

Dianne distributed a sample Dianne Easterlmg ~aised 
copy of a mini-newsletter some questions about two 
entitled TWE RACQUET- individuals who owe money 
BALLREPORERwhich will from prior tournaments as 

From the Rule Book 
be published twice a year and By W 'I Blakeslee 
run in addition to the four The following rules were themost ques 
quartaly issues of THE RAC- honed and dlsputed rules at both our State 
QUETBALL REPORTER Smgle and ReglonalChampionships 
Rovidmg six copies a year OUT-OF-COURT BALL 
will enable us to quahfy for be checked on J 
rebates and other services 1 Aftex the return Any ball returned to the 
Costs for printing $950 copies fmnt waU which, onthe rebound or the fist 
f01 members will approximate bounce, goq lnto the gallery or through any 
$130.00 opening m a side wall shall be dfflased dead 
STATE SINGLES CHAMPI- and the server shall =ewe two serves 

ONSHIP: April 27-29,1990 at in the State tourney unless he 2 No return Any ball not retutned to the 
the Coliseum I1 Racquet Club pays for h a  as he said he front wall, hut w h ~ h  carom offa player's 
in Tay101,Michigan Costs would. If he doesn't pay he racquet into the gallery or into any openmg m 
will be $35 00 for one event It can't olav a side walleither wlth or without touche the 
was decided to offer all en- SEC~E~ARY'S  REPORT: I ceding, s~dewall, or bark wall, shallbe anout 
trants a FREE com~limentarv Duane Russell1 r e~o r  ted that far the player f a h g  to make the return, or a 
swearsuit Mke Lderson ' the Nahonal  olden and Sen- I pomt for the 'pponent 
will be contacted to provide iors Masters Tournament was A h  note Rule4 10, Fault Serves the tsophies which he has held jn L,as Vegas, Nevada on . ' 
done in the past Note: Mike February 6-10. These were 231 FAULI SERVES 
owes us $500 for a full page players from the United States 
advertisement in the last issue Hnd Canada who partiapated A 2 Ihese~ver steps over the fmnt service h e  
of theNEWSLETTER Tom Michigan had six enkants: before the served hall passes the short h e  
Blakeslee said he would call Gary Phipps at 45; Paul 



LIKE I0 SEE GIVEN 

Our Attention to Detail 
Creates a Better Quality of Life 

The FourMidAhle Group Management Team under- 
4 IN DIVISIONS OF 12 OR MORE SHOULD 3RD stands that the little things in life are what really 

AND 4TH PLACE IROPHIES BE GIVEN OR TWO patter when you'r e deciding wher e to live. That's why 
SEMI-FINALIST TROPHIES? we make sure that even the smallest details are given 

great attention From the beautifully landscaped gar- 
29% 31d and 4th place trophies dens to the spacious design of the apartments-we do 
71% give two semi-finalist trophies all we can to give you the quality of life you deserve 

You'll receive fast and courteous service from manag- 
ers tomainteynce technicians because we only choose 
people who care So, if the details of life are important 

5 SHOULD A DIVISION BE RUN WIIH ONLY to you, select PourMidAble 

6% 3 people 
18% 4people 

- - -  
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Rankings F,xplained 
I would like to extend apolqges to the Super Seven Series, 

Contiaued from page 7 Sure enough, in the next tow. 
nament, Jim Floyd beat Chris 

terms, yet the AARA system Cole I think that evayone 
would give that person points now recogn@es basis of 
regardless of how he had games played, produces 
reached the semifinal anomalous rankings, at least 

Consider another situation in t a n s  of merit In fact, it is 
You had played in the first well recognized in the AARA The Super Seven Series and its directors should not be held 
round and beaten someone that people can achieve so 
ranked ten places above you many ranking points by play - 
In the second round you beat ingin dot of tournaments that 
someone twenty places above they achieve a position at the 
you In the quarta-finals you end of the season that cannot 
lost to the number one seed be pulled back. 
In the money winners' system amibute Ofa mait 
you would gain almost noth- ranking is that it establishes 
ing in ranking tams, but in grading positions much more 
APG, it does not matta which accutately You cutrently 
round you results are in, you have players who compete in 
still get bnefit In this case two or three different grades 
you would rise (probably) With APG it is easy to deter- 
above the two people you had mine that some players are 
beaten in the first tworounds, simply too good for the lower 
because ON MERIT you are grades Itis perhaps the case 
better than them at this time. that they should no longer be 
In a mait ranking EVERY allowed toplay in lower 
match counts, whether it be grades, as it robs people play- 
the final or the fu st round ing legitimately in those 
This is an incentive for evety- grades of the chance to win 
one to play thei~ best all the tournaments and to compete 
time in the end-of-season play-offs 

Your own playing record I hope this goes some way 
shows that you beat Larry towards answe~ingyow 
Meeusen, who is cut~ently questions and those that oth- 
ranked above you, but it also ers may have too. I should 
shows that you lost to Mike also say that we donot 
Stephens, who is below you, to be infallible-we are in the 
and th%tLar~ybeat him In early stages of this &id and By W I Blakeslee 
other games you have lost t~ do not know playas person- 
those above you and beaten ally Thexefore it may be that Ihe following rule changes will be considered by the 
those below you, which is as it we originally assigned an general membership dwing 1990 for implementation: 

should be A merit ranking erroneous workingrank value 1 Restore the term "avoidable hinder " 
rewards consistent perform- which time has not yet cor- 2 Change the qualifying date for juni01-age competition 
ance in all games APG does rected. In yow own case, you hom January 1 to December 31 

nut consider one result, but all played a large propor tion of 3 Impose a two year morato~ium on ~ u l e  changes 
results that relate to any games against people hom 4 Make cow t hinders appealable 
achievement out-of-state we simply do not 5 Allow savels to step on but not over the honk line 

In Michigan you had a clas- know how good these people 
sic example at the beginning are 
of this seasonof the problems I am s u e  you will find that, 
inherent in a money-winners' over time, the APG system - 
ranking Cluis Cole, who had gives much more meaninghrl 
played more games, was rankings on a peerto-peer each grade are publishedin it is the~efore possible for 
ranked a long way above Jim basis It also ranks everyone this IIe~SletteI, full ranking anyone, at any level, to deter- 
Floyd In APG they were who plays in tournaments - list of all playas inMichigan mine exactly how they are 
more or less equal We would Although, for good reasons, are available Anyone can get improving at any stage of the 
have seeded them equally only the top few playas in a copy of the full ranking, and season 
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