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This new space-age technology has allowed HEAD to design the most solid hitting racquets ever! 

MicroGEL is a revolutionary silicone-based material that can support up to 4,000 times its own 

weight; this low density material is injected between the graphite layers throughout the entire 

frame. Upon ball impact HEAD MicroGEL compresses, absorbing and dispersing the impact to the 

entire frame, then returns quickly to its original shape. This creates incredible performance with 

ROCK SOLID POWER! 
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USA Racquetball (USAR) is the National 

Governing Body for the sport of 

,·acquetbail, recognized by the US Olympic 
Comn,,ttee and is committed to excellence 

and servrce to our members . We provide 

opportunities for members and enthusiasts to 

act,veiy participate in the sport, through 

sanctioning of events, administration of 

progra1ns and development of competitive 

teams. 

To provide racquetball opportunities in the 
sport of racquetball for all leve ls of 
participation through : 

Objectives: 
MEMBERSHIP SUPPORT - USAR values its 

members and will strive to provide the bes t 

possible member services at all levels. 

MEMBERSHIP RECRUITMENT - USAR believes 

that racquetball is a lifetime endeavor and 

the benefits of health, recreation, and 

competition should be available to 

everyone . USAR will strive to expand its 

membership in order to share these benefits 

with as many players and sup porters as 

possible 

PROMOTION OF THE SPORT - in or der to 

sustain a strong player base USAR will 
promote the numerous benefits of 

participation through mass marke t ing 
efforts. 

COMPETITIVE SUCCESS - USA R st rives to 

maintain America's position as the number 

one racquetball nation in the world. Success 

at the elite levels has a po sitive influence on 

every other facet of our sport. 

SPONSORS ANO SUPPORTERS - USA R values 

its relationship with sponsors and will 

continue to maximi ze benefits and 

exposure. 
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USA Racquetball National Staff 
Jim Hiser - Executive Directo r (130) 

Melody Weiss - Chief Financial Officer (122) 
Heather Fender - Exec Assistant/Events (129) 
Heather lzzett - Sanctioning Coordinator/ 

Membership Services (125) 
Terri Morse - State/Membership Services (123) 

Doug Ganim - US. Open Director 
Connie Martin - ArnPro Programmer 

Gary Mazaroff - AmPro Instruction 
Otto Dietrich - Rules Commissioner 

Email Us - Firstinitiallastname@usra.org 

Contributors 
Sudsy Monchik, Dave Negrete, 

Connie Martin, Fran Davis, Otto Dietrich, 
Steve Crilndall, Hank Marcus, Woody Clouse, 

Shannon Feaster, ilnd Doug Ganim 

Design 
Allison Estep and Arnel Reynon 

Copy Editor 
Cheryl Kirk 

Photography 
Geoff Thomsen 

Racquetball Magazine is a publicat ion of USA 
Racquetball Readers are encouraged to submit 

items of possible interest to Heather Fender at the 
address listed below or via email (hfender@usra.org). 

All items submitted are subject to editing by 
Racquetball Magazine. 

Publisher 
USA Racquetball 
1685 West Uintah 

Colorado Springs, CO 80904-2906 
(719) 635-5396 

www. usaracquetba l I .corn 

Copyright (c) 2006 USA Racquetball 
The entire contents of Racquetball are copyright 

protected, all rights reserved, 
and rnay not be reproduced, either in 

whole or in part, without written 
permission of the publisher. 
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By James Hiser, Ph.D. 
USAR Executive Director 

Got a great racquetball 
story or an idea for an 
article? Send it to us. 

USA Racquetball 
1685 West Uintah 
Colorado Springs, CO 
80904-2906 
(719) 635-5396 

Global and Grass Roots 
Opportunities Abound! 

There's a lot going on in our sport! Let's review 
the positive accomplishments that will lead us into 
the new 2007-2008 racquetball season ... 

Three Grand Slam Events 
The significance of an additional Grand 

Slam Event (the Motorola/Verizon World IRT 
Championship) is that the new event solidifies 
the commitment of a major sponsor from 
outside the sport. The involvem ent of Motorola 
and Verizon into the promotion of these events 
must not be underestimated. They bring 
necessary resources to elevate racquetball to the 
next level: available finances to guarantee 
adequate exposure, the expertise involved in 
promoting and organizing large sporting events, 
and the connections to bring new sponsors to our 
sport. 

Now racquetball has to produce . We must 
support these events through participation and 
spectatorship and we must present a good show 
- a professional venue with great athletes and 
additional entertainment. The various entities 
within the sport have to work together to ensure 
we provide impressive collaboration in every 
area. 

The Return of Racquetball to the Pan 
American Games 

Although most players don 't understand the 
importance of racquetball's inclusion in the Pan 
Am Games, this decision confirms our position 
as part of the United States Olympic Committee 
for at least the next four years (and probably 
longer). It allows racquetball to share resources 
available to Olympic sports such as marketing 
and technical support; it provid es the 
opportunity to obtain additional financial 
support; it makes insurance and grant 
opportunities available for selected team 
member s; it supplie s drug testing and athlete 
information to our national events; it provides 
facility usage for camps; it offers instruction al 
seminar s and information regarding insurance, 
legal issues, scientific research, etc.; and it also 
provides a world showcase in which U.S. Team 
athletes may compete. 

Administrative Improvements 
Although it has been a more complicated 

and lengthy process than originally anticipated, 
the completion and integration of our major 
events and tournament system, as well as the 
increasing integration of these systems with the 
membership and ranking system, is well 
underway . The event management system, 
without question the most complete system in 
use today, is available free to all sanctioned 
events. The ability to manage almost any type of 
event (Olympic format, round robin, double 
elimination, etc.) provides event directors with 
an efficient and easy-to-use tournament system. 
The additional benefits of instant membership 
verification and submission of results directly to 
the ranking system provides each event director 
with a coordinated and simp lified method of 
completing all tasks needed to run an efficient 
event . 

Re-Creation of a Club Division 
Although once an important division within 

the USA Racquetball structure, the Club 
Division was eliminated over 10 years ago and 
never reinstated. 

Communication with individual clubs is of 
critical importance to the organization. Clubs 
recruit players and provide the venues for our 
members to play. Th e USAR needs to have 
contact with all clubs that contain racquetball 
courts. We need to promote our programs , 
supp ly league and event inform ation, provide 
programming guidance and maint ain 
communication with club directors and 
programmers. 

The more we communicate and interact 
with clubs, the better our relations hip will be 
with the over 5 million recreational players in 
the countr y. 

So, those are a few of the positive factors 
leading us into the new season. May all who 
love racquetball take advantage of these great 
opportunities! 

--------------------------------------------------- - - ---- - ---------. -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- · 
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It's a Bright New Season 
As we go to press for this issue, the 2007 

2008 competitive season is about to kickoff 
with our second Grand Slam event in 
Colorado Springs! It's been a busy off-season 
for the USA Racquetball Board of Directors 
and the Staff in Colorado Springs as we gear 
up for a Grand Slam in our own backyard; 
work with all of our State Presidents to 
improve our internal sanctioning and 
tournament processes, and yes; continue 
inputting tournament results into the 
Ranking System to improve its accuracy and 
reliability. 

Some of the major happenings include the 
shifting of our USAR National Doubles to 
the February timeframe (announced in the 
last issue) to better space our National Events 
around the calendar and provide the 
opportunity for additional Grand Slams. The 
logistics and details around adding a second 
National Doubles Championship within a 
six-month timeframe are daunting - from 
ensuring hotel space (and we have a great 
new one with the Sheraton), coordinating 
with Arizona State University, handling 
meals, and even rewriting the US National 
Team rules so that everyone understands the 
qualifying process for next year's Pan 
American and World Championships. In 

addit ion, the National Staff has been deeply 
involved with our Junior Council in 
coordinating the December Junior World 
Championships in Bolivia. Suffice it to say 
the normally "slow" summer months have 
been anything but laid back for your National 
Office. 

The result of all this hard work is that we 
are gearing up for a great season of 
competitive racquetb all! 

We have three additional major events 
(Motorola/Verizon World IRT 
Championship, 2008 National Doubles in 
February, and the World Cha mpionships in 
Ireland) that did not appear on last season's 
calendar - another sign of the change and 
growth in our sport. 

If you're one of the players who has never 
had the opportunity to compete at one of our 
National Events - make this the season you 
put it on your schedule and plan a vacation 
around it. The 2008 National Doubles in 
February will be right after the Super Bowl -­
a great time to play some racquetball, hit a 
golf ball or two to get ready for summer, and 
bring the family to the Valley of the Sun for a 
much needed mid-winter break. Start 
practicing now - it's going to be competitive 
and we wouldn't want it any other way! 

By Geoff Peters 
USAR Board 
Vice President 

From Ideas to Action (PARTTWO) By Cheryl Klrf< 

In the last issue of Racquetball magazine, 
I promised more on growing women's 
racquetball - what's happening and who's 
responsible. In recognizing a few deserving 
folks who are already making a difference 
(below), there 's always the risk of omitting a 
very deserving someone and ifI have, I 
apologize in advance. I look to all of you in 
the coming months to identify more heroes of 
women's racquetball, the events and the 
details. Now, for some movers and shakers in 
women's racquetball: 

The Racquet for The Cure women - Jean 
Gallagher, Linda Mojer, Marcia Richards, Jo 
Shattuck and others have led the way to 
making a difference and bringing visibility to 
our sport. 

WPRO reaps a multitude of benefits from 
its impa ssioned leader, Shannon Feaster. 

Shannon in turn recognizes Brenda Kyzer as 
well as Angela Grisar, Pablo Fajre and Jo 
Shattuck for their efforts in showcasing the 
WPRO all over the world (via 
Racquetballonline.tv). 

WS/MRA's dedicated Board does a stellar 
job for those of us over 35 ! Thanks to 
Kendra Tutsch, Merijean Kelley, Nancy 
Kronenfeld, Terry Ann Rogers, Vickey Utter, 
Lynne Weisbart, and Debbie Tisinger-Moore. 

Cindy Tilbury serves on the NMRA 
Board and produces a darned fine newsletter, 
too! The NMRA also highlights Lola 
Markus's perpetual support. 

!RT Commissioner Dave Negrete hosts 
his Women's One Day event every December, 
year in and year out. 

Head rejoices in Fran Davis, a visible 
ambassador of the sport . 

Chris Evon 
and Terri 

USAR Board Secretary 

Graham have essentially personified Wilson 
racquetball for years. Malia Bailey has lent 
her experience and insights to further breast 
cancer awareness in our sport. 

Scott Winters of Ektelon chartered a 
Women's Council in 2003, designed to serve 
its team players and to identify ways to grow 
the sport . 

USAR Board Women's Committee -
Malia Bailey, Lorraine Galloway (Chair), 
Linda Mojer, Tammarrian Rogers, and I are 
looking for a few good women and men to 
join us in our efforts. 

Thanks to all who are doing so 
much . .. we're looking forward to hearing 
more! 
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2007 Donations 
Elite Level $1,000 Plus 
Bruce Adams 
Dennis Rosenberg 
Doug Ganim 
Dr. Fred Heros 
Geoff Peters 
Houston Racquetball 

Association 
Jim Hiser 
John Ellis 
Kit Lawson 
Mike Lippitt 
Randy Stafford 
Sal Perconti 
Texas Racquetball 

Association 

A Level $500 Plus 
Aaron Krebs 
Amos Rosenbloom 
Annie Muniz 
Dave Negrete 
Fran Davis 
Jan Stelma 
Jeff Elder 
Jeffrey Zegna 
Larry Rowland 
Lewis Forrest 
Mary Fish 
North Carolina Racquetball 

Association 
National Masters 
Racquetball Association 
Stanley Mandel 

C Level - $100 Plus 
Antonio Pineros 
Bill George 
California Management 
Services, Inc. 
Charles Joyce Ill 
Christy Cramer 
Col. Ben Marshall 
Craig Beardsley 
Ernie Lehman 
Gray Norris 
Greg Meyer 
James Saba 
Jim Durham 
Jim Easterling 
Joe Donovan 
Joe Houck 
Johnnie Boyd, Jr. 
Joseph Leech 

Karl Reuther 
Ken Fife 
Kevin and Lisa Newsome 
Larry Rodriguez 
Lola Markus 
Lynn Stephens 
Mary and Eddie Meredith 
Michael O'Donoghue 
Nidia Funes 
Richard Goldblatt 
Robert McAdam 
Terry Rogers 
Theodore Tagalakis 
Whallen Fong 
Women's Senior/Masters 

Racquetball Association 

D Level - $50 plus 
Ali Paksoy, Jr. 
Barry Clyde 
Blake Manning 
Craig Beardsley 
Denis McConway 
Denny Vincent 
Don Checots 
Lance Gilliam 
Nidia Funes 
Parris Geiser 
Paul Nicotra 
Pearl Torres 
Sandy Buckley 
Stanley Sessler Ill 
Traci Manuel 
Tyler Lanman 
William Rubenstein 

In the Game - Under $50 
Aaron Vederoff 
Beatriz Bowen 
Bill Walters 
Bobby Jacobs 
Carol Martin 
Charles Doug lass 
Charles Hayden 
Charles Kaiser 
Claudine Northwood 
Clay Otto 
Craig Lettofsky 
Dan Dietrich 
David Flickinger 
David Manzey 
David Schmidt 
David Strawn 
Dean Kaplan 

............. --.......... -....................................... --....... -.................. -....... ---.............. --........... ---......................... --. ---........ --.... ---. -. 



In the Game - Under $50 Mark Candy 
(continued) Mary Herron 
Deborah Katcef Micah Nichols 
Denis McConway Michael Bystrzycki 
Dennis Misal Michael Martinez 
Denny Vincent Michael Pawka 
Donald Scales Mubin Patni 
Doug Perry Myphuong Lam 
Eric Gundersen Nathan Walsh 
Eric Rochet Nur i Diab 
Eugenio Perez Ollie Matthews 
Fawad Syed Patricia Baldrick 
Francisco Martinez Paula Coley 
Frank Arciero , Jr. Peter Harvey 
Gary Knapik Rich Aal 
Gary Sudhoff Richard Bergstrom Ill 
Geoff Goldblatt Rick Betts 
Glen Prather Ricky Henninger, Sr. 
Graig Shaak Robert Bailey 
Greg Harrison Robert Hutkins 
Howard Nellor Robert Parrigan 
James Gorham Robert Sutherland 
James Reilley Sal Perconti 
Jamie Hopkins Sandy Buckley 
Jeff Nelson Satoka Mizuno 
Jennifer Marts Sean Wagner 
Jim Camasto Sezgin Ozden 
Jo Anna Reyes Shane Yarbrough 
JoAnn Wickwire Shel Walker 
John Behm Stephen Salavarria 
John Cole Steven Holloway 
Jon Panno Thomas Doughty 
Joseph Aguglia Thomas Johnson 
Juancario Rendon Timothy Pompa 
Kathleen Trotter Tom Baldrick 
Kelly Messer Tony Jammal 
Kenneth Brummel-Smith Traci Manuel 
Kevin Moncrief William Taranovich 
Leon Booker Wyatt Lee 
Manuel Villareal Ill Yosuke Shimizu 
Marcus Huang 

President's Advisory Coundl 
The following individuals have pledged the indicated 
amounts for the next four years and meet with the 
President to advise and discuss association issues: 

Bruce Adams 
Doug Ganim 
Dr. Fred Heros 
Christopher "Kit" Lawson 

Mike Lippitt 
Dennis Rosenberg 
Sal Perconti 

$1,000 
$3,000 
$1,000 
$1,000 
$1,000 
$3,000 
$1,000 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Hall 
of 

1988 
Robert J. Kendler I Chicago , Illinoi s (deceased) 
(Contributo1; Inducted 1988) 

Kendl er was the 
moving force in the birth of 
racquetball's organization. 
He was a homebuilder and 
contractor whose interests 
originat ed with handball. 
As the first president and 
organizer of the 
International Racquetball 
Association (IRA), he 
began pushing racquetball 

in the United States Handball Association 
magazine and then started the first racquetball 
magazin e. Kendl er was often called the 
"benevolent dictator" and resigned from the 
IRA over a disagr eement with its board of 
directors. He then formed two rival 
organi za tions, the National Racquetball Club 
and the United States Racquetb all Association. 
Both organization s remained in existence until 
they went bankrupt in 1982. It has been said 
that without his clout and financial input the 
organi zation that was then the AARA (now 
USA Racquetball) wouldn 't have start ed when 
it did. 

1989 
Charlie Garfinkle I Buffalo, N ew York 
(Amateur Athlete, Inducted 1989) 

Charli e, known as "Th e 
Gar" was a colorful player 
on the court s. He began 
playing racqu etball as a 
college student. Garfinkel 
had played both tennis and 
squa sh and entered his first 
racquetball tournament in 
1966. He went on to claim 
15 national titles. H e 
sported a flamboyant style 

In May 2008, we will celebrate the 35th Anniversary of the USA Racquetball 

Hall of Fame and our illustrious inductees at the National Singles Champions hips 

in Houston. In honor of this milestone, there will be a continuing series of "Hall 

of Fame" articles focusing on racquetball Halls of Fame at the State level. We 

have a number of State Organizations that have recognized key cont ributors, 

leaders and top players in their states and regions. These individuals have also 

been critical to the success and growth of our great sport and we look forward to 

sharing their contributions with our readers . Watch for this continuing "Hall of 

Fame" section in upcoming Racquetball magazines . 

' of psyching out his opponent. He played on the 
pro tour for many years, was a regular 

' contributor of event coverage and instructional 
material in early racqu etball magazin es, and 
authored two racqu etball instructional books. 
He remains the man to beat on the 
Senior/Mast ers circuit. In 1980 & 1982, he won 
the Men's 40+ singles; in '85 & '86 he took the I 
same title in Men's 45+. Charlie has been both a i 

club pro and an instructor. I 

William Schmidtke I Appl e Valley, Minn esota 
(Professional Athl ete, Inducted 1989) 

Bill becam e interested 
in racqu etball whil e 
employed at the Madison , 
Wiscon sin YMCA in 1968, 
wh ere he was playing a lot 
of paddl eball at the time. 
He learned racquetball 
quickly and started 1 

comp eting in 1968. H e was I 
the runn er-up at the first 
National Ch ampionships 1 

held at the Milwaukee, Wisconsin Jewish 
Community Center and later won National 
Singles in 1971 in Salt Lak e City. Again in 1974 i 
he won N ational Singles and then the Men's 
40+ doubl es with partner, Jim Austin in 1983. 
Bill played on the pro tour in its early days and 
was sponsored both by H ead and then X. He 
participated on the pro tour as a referee for an 
addition al four years. Bill was named Male 
Athlet e of the Year in 1974. H e served as 
chairman of the Int ernati onal Racqu etball 
Association and of the Minn esota association. 

II 
Luzell Wilde I Salt Lak e City, Utah (deceased) 
(Amateur A thlete, Indu cted 1989) I 

Lu zell Wild e bega n winnin g i 
champion ships in his age division in 1983 when I 
he won the Men 's 65+ singles. H e was a : 

1 consistent finalist and maintained high ranking 
' positions in each of his subsequ ent age divisions, 

also participating for many 
years in doubles competition 
with partner Earl Acuff. 
Luzell hadn't been active in 
any other sport prior to 
taking up racquetball, but 
when he began playing at 
age 50, he mastered the sport 
and remained active on the 

Senior/Masters circuit as well as Nationa l 
Singles and Doubl es for many years. 

1991 
Cindy Baxter I Reedsville, Pennsylvania 
(Amateur Athlete , Inducted 1991) 

Cindy was instrumental 
in building a reputation for 
the U .S. National 
Racquetball Team in the 
'80's by distinguishing 
herself as a major 
competitor on the 
international racquetball 
scene. Early in her career, 
C indy became the first U.S . 
athl ete to win thre e 

consecutiv e gold medal s in the World Games, 
in 1981, 1984 and 1986. Her achievem ents in the 
sport have been documented by the Guinness 
Book of Record s and have yet to be matched. 

Ed Remen I Sterling, Virginia 
(Amateur Athlete !Contributo1; Inducted 1991) 

Early in his career , Ed 
Remen parl ayed handball 
and stickball skills learned in 
the Bron x into exceptional 
racqu etball talent . His 
accomplishment s include 
sixteen national titles, a gold 
medal at the first Master 's 
Games in Toronto, a World 
Seniors Championship, and 
a state and regional winning 

streak that spans ten years. As an instructor, Ed 
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"AS THE RACQUETBALL HALL OF FAME CAME INTO BEING 35 YEARS AGO, 
I WAS JUST BEGINNING MY RACQUETBALL CAREER AS A HIGH SCHOOL 
STUDENT IN FT. WORTH, TX. IT WAS INCREDIBLY EXCITING TO BE PART OF 
OUR BOOMING SPORT IN THE LATE 1970'5 AND EARLY 1980'5. AND NOW, 
WITH THE 35TH ANNIVERSARY HALL OF FAME GATHERING NEXT MAY, IT WILL 
BE EXCITING TO SEE ALL THE OTHER HALL OF FAME MEMBERS AFTER SO 
MANY YEARS AND DISCOVER WHAT INTERESTING THINGS THEY HAVE BEEN 
UP TO SINCE I RETIRED FROM RACQUETBALL IN 1983." - SHANNON WRIGHT 

110LD SCHOOL 11 WILL BE IN SESSION, BRUMFIELD AND 
MUEHLEISEN PRESIDINGHH- CHARLES BRUMFIELD 

has taught racqu etball at the college level and 
has organized and instru cted many racqu etball 
camp s, work shops and clinics for all age groups. 
Ed has also served as a Master Clinician for the 
President's Council on Ph ysical Fitn ess for 
Region 3. 

1992 
Jim Austin I Cyp ress, Texas 
(Amateur At hlete!Contri buto 1; Indu cted 1992) 

Jim played for 27 years 
at state, regional and 
nation al levels. From 1970 
to 1980, he won 15 Texas 
Open Singles and Doubles 
champi onships. In 1971, he 
captur ed the IRA Op en 
Sing les Cham pionship and 
went on to win 21 Nation al 
Singles and Doubl es 
championships in age 

divisions. In 1969, he helped found the first 
national racqu etball association - the 
Internati onal Paddl eball Association - and was 
founder and president of the Texas Racquetba ll 
Association in 1973. Durin g his career he was 
selected as one of the top 16 players to play on 
the first pro racquetball tour in 1973. Jim was 
named the AARA Male Athl ete of the Year in 
1984. H e served on the AARA Board of 
Directors for six consecutive years and served as 
the National Rules Commissioner for thr ee 
years. Jim has made num erous other 
contribution s to the sport and to clubs on local 
and national levels. 

Indiana Hall of Fame 
Honors Eighteen 

I NOIA NA STATE RACQUETBALL ASSOCIATION 

Thi s issue begins a contin uing series high lightin g our State O rgan izat ions that have 
impl emented a State H all of Fame to honor local and regiona l players, leaders and 
contribut ors. One of the states to impl eme nt a H all of Fame is the Indi ana State 
Racqu etball Association (INSRA) . Accord ing to Don Rolland, State Pr esident, the first 
year of their H all of Fame was 1989 and they induct worth y individuals whe never 
appropr iate. Since inception , there have been a total of 18 people accorded this honor, 
many of whom our readers will recognize from their contr ibutions at the National level 
(like Mike Arnolt, a form er memb er of USA Racquetball 's Board of Director s), or their 
level of play on the nat ional stage (like Debbi e Chan ey, Pierre Miller, Kay Kuhfeld and 
John Ama tulli ). 

2005-2006 Mike Worley 
2003-2004 Rick Killion 
2002-2003 Keith Berry 
2001-2002 Bob Craig 
2000-2001 John Amatulli 
1999-2000 Jeff Wright 
1998-1999 Ron Hutcherson 
1997-1998 Kaye Kuhfeld 
1996-1997 Mike and Renee LaBonne 
1995-1996 Tony Gabriel 
1994-1995 Debbie Chaney 
1993-1994 Charlie Gunn 
1992-1993 Ron Johnson 
1991-1992 Pierre Miller 
1990-1991 Rex Lawler 
1989-1990 Earl Dixon 
1988-1989 Mike Arnolt 

To view the Indiana Racquetball Ha ll of Fame, go to: www .insra.org. 

If your state is interested in beginning a Racqu etball Hall of Fam e and you would like 
some inform ation to get started, please contact Jim Ea sterling at djeasterling@earthlink .net 
or call (517) 449-8942. It 's a great way to rememb er those players and contribut ors who 
have supported and grow n our sport on a local and state level. They deser ve to be 
recognized for the effort and dedication - and a state association H all of Fam e is a great 
way to do it. 
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By Fran Davi s 

Presented by HEAD " _penn 

I hear the Pros talk about "Being in the 
Now." Fran, can you explain this concept? 

Answer: I was fortunate to have met Diana McNab, Sports 
Psychologist of the U.S. Racquetball Team, in 1989, and Dr. Learned 
Clark, Psychologist and Motivational Speaker for Fortune 500 
Companies, in 1990. They introduced me to this very concept of 
"Being in the Now " and it has stayed with me ever since. I used it 
personally in my competitive career when I played and now I use it 
in my teaching and coaching. I can attest to it and so can others, 
players like Jason Mannino , Jack Hucz ek, Rhonda Rajsich and 
Christie Van Hees ... it WORKS! 

So, what is "Being in the Now?"' You are totally absorbed in the 
pre sent moment ... with no disturbing thoughts, no d istractions and 
no worries . The past is gone and the future is out of our control. In 
order to be a peak perform er, you can only work in the pre sent tense. 
Be here, right now ... when the 20/40/20 court door closes, your 
problems must remain outside the court. 

EXAMPLES: * Being in the past is allowing a "bad call" to affect you adversely. 
Instead of just letting it go and losing only one point, you hold 

onto it and lose 2 or 3 points because you are "stuck" on that bad call. * Being in the future is walking up to the draw sheet at a 
tournament when the tournament hasn 't even begun yet and 

thinki ng you have an easy dr aw and will be in the finals ... well guess 
what , you never even make it past the first round! * Being in the "Now" is when you are playing a match and the 

score is 4-4, you say to yourself , "Okay, let's get one more point 
right now. " * Being distract ed is allowing the crowd who is cheering for your 

opponent to bother you. * Being worried is when you walk up to a draw sheet at a 
tournament or you look at the league schedule and you say, "O h 

no, I'm playing the #I seed first. . .I can 't beat him/her! " * Having a disturbing thought is when you say, "Oh no, I hat e 
playing so and so because they cheat and crowd me .. .I despise 

them. 

I'll leave you with a profound stateme nt that dri ves this point 
home very soundl y: 

"Today is a gift, that is why we call it the present! " 
Hop e to see you at one of my camps for live personal instruction 

on this topic and many others. Th e next best thing is to buy my video 
if you can't mak e a camp at this tim e. Go to 
www.FranDavisRacquetball.com for details on both. 

In teaching with Jason 
Mannino at my camps, we 
reiterate to the attendees 
just how importan t it is to 
play in the "Now," the 
present moment . They all 
do, but they are all human 
and every now and then 
they fall victim to one of 
those negative thoughts 
that take them out of the 
"here and now." When 
they do, here are some of 
the things they have learned 
to do to refocus, regroup , 
and get back into the 
"Now." 

1. Take a time out . 

2. Use the "10 second rule. " 

3. Wipe the floor. 

;_ 7. U~e the ir ·aff irmations 
tpositve statements) they 
developed, like, "I am a 
Winner " or "I am Tough" or 
" lam __ . 
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"If you are not on 
offense, you cannot 
call a screen." 
A couple of very good questions came across my desk this month. Let's take a 
look . . . 

Art Balfe, Beaverton, Oregon submitted this question: Player A has the chance 
to return the ball . . . yet he misses completely, allowing the ball to pass between his 
legs. The ball then hits Player B, the defensive player ... who had no chance of 
seeing the ball. What is the rule here? Is this an autom atic point for Player A 
since it hit the other player, or is it a screen ball and the point is played over? 

OTTO SAYS: Since the player who was hit 
by the ball in your scenario was on defense 
(not his turn to hit the ball), he lost the rally 
when the ball touched him while it is still in 
play. He was NOT entitled to a screen of 
any kind since he was not on offense. This 
is one of those cases of "tough luck" -­
especially when the other player may have 
totally given up on ever making the shot. 
So, just don't ever touch a ball that is 
technically still in play. If you do, you lose! 

That's my verdict! 

Russ Bonnano, Massapequa, NY, 
asked about another often­
misunderstood issue: "If I hit a ceiling 
ball or any defensive shot and my opponent 
steps in my way and I hit him as I am about 
to hit the ball, is this an avoidable hinder? 
The people I was playing said it was not an 
offensive shot therefore it can't be an 
avoidable. I don't agree. What is your 
verdict?" 

S: There are many people who 
nown reason believe that a 

. r (formerly known as an 
· . er") must involve "an 

~ :; - ,- ~t to be called. Not true . 
·:...,,~ look at rule 3.15 on Penalty 

.• ,s. The word "offensive" is used 
. -.... . . : . .· but onlr to distin~ish one player 

-•.- . other, 1.e. offensive player vs. 
' '..P_,Jlh ; _vemer . However, the_ term 

_.offens1v · · ·used to describe any 
shot/si9,1 atsoever. 

Th'at aid, it is generally accepted 
in th · of racquetball play (but not 

lebook) that a "desperation 
r be called an "avoidable." 

I mu st admit that I generally agree with 
that "exception" and would likely apply the 
rule that way if I were reffing some top­
level players. 

But, let me also give you another 
scenario: Let 's say that I am playing Mike 
Dennison who , to no one's surprise , has 
been ace'ing me serve after serve. 
Miraculously, I eventually manage to return 
one of his rocket-like serves and thus 
become engaged in a ceiling shot rally with 
him. After exchanging a few ceiling shots, 
he bumps into me as I retreat to hit my 
ceiling shot. If I ask the ref for a hinder, 
what happens? Well, the referee might say, 
"That was not an offensive shot, so replay 
the rally." Wow! I now get to face another 
one of his blistering serves! There's really 
no way that's not a penalty hinder on Mike! 
He clearly should have never interfered 
with my (defensive) shot at all, but he did! 
His mistake - I should win that rally. A 
simple "replay" would not be a satisfying 
outcome. So, yes, there can be a penalty 
hinder on a defensive shot! 

That's my verdict! 

P.S. Steve Strandemo 's excellent poster is 
still in circulation . Unfortunately, it 
reinterprets the official "Failure to Move" 
hinder rule. Please be aware that this is not 
USA Racquetball's official rule. 

Always "Play by the Rules!" If you don't have 
a copy, you can find and review them on-line at: 
http://www.usaracquetball.com/Default.aspx?tab 
id=839. Do you have a rules/refereeing question? 
Be sure to email it to me at ODietrich@usra.org 
and you might find it featured in an upcoming 
issue of Racquetball. 

By Otto Dietrich 
USA Racquetball 
National Rules 
Commissioner 
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By Connie Martin, 
Director of Programs at 
Cascade Athletic Clubs 
in Gresham, OR and 
National Racquetball 
Hall of Fame member. 

Enhancing the Leagues 
at Your Club 

Think you 've tried it all? Here 's a collection of ideas for those wh o are lookin g 

for a fresh appro ach ... 

League Awards 
Many people offer awa rd s at the end of their 

leagues. It seems that the lower levels, or those 
who are new to leagues or competition, like to 
receive trophies or plaqu es. But the more people 
play in leagues or competitions, they seem to 

begin to prefer merchandi se awa rds. If you are 
not sure, take a sur vey of what people would 
like. Certainly the awa rds 

banqu et, you may wish to have it in an Award s 
Banqu et form at. Thi s could be held right in 
your club or at a local restaur ant . 

offered will depend heavily 
on the amount people pay 
for leagues . .. 

League Parties 
Dependin g upon the fee 

people pay for leagues, you 
might be plann ing some 
type of get-toge ther at the 
end of the league. Since 
leagues can be one of the 
biggest and most import ant 
programs at clubs, hosting 
some type of party at the 
end of the leagues can he! p 
ensur e long-term success. 
League parties vary from 
no get-together to a sit 
dow n dinn er at a local 
restaur ant . 

Be sur e to make a big 
dea l of the party. H ave 
sign-up sheets available 
plenty of time in advance 
so people can plan to 
attend. Make sur e to tak e 
pictures at the parties for 
club and state newsletters 
and the club 's racquetb all 
wall. If you have doub le 
pr ints mad e, sending 
people copies of tho se 
prin ts is a nice touch. 

2) Play & Party. It 's fun to have a playing 
event with dinn er or snacks. H ost a fun Round 
Robin . . . if you have lots more people than 
court s, you could also includ e somethin g such as 

Award Ideas 
trophies 

luggage tags 
medals 

key chains 
plaques 

Frisbees (logo'd) 
picture frame awards 

candy jars 
collared shirts 
coffee mugs 
sweatshirts 

wine glasses 
t-shirts/tank tops 

beer mugs 
caps/visors 

water bottles 
shorts 

club dollars 
socks 

free entry into next league 
sunglasses 

pro shop coupons 
sports towels 

restaurant certificates 
fanny packs 
guest passes 

note pads/pens 
sporting goods stores merchandise 

a volleyball or wallyball 
tourn ament. 

You may also choose to 
have a clinic along with the 
party or an exhibiti on. 
Some leagues may also 
have the finals played the 
night (day) of the party. If 
you have different leagues 
throu ghout the 
day/evening, you may wish 
to have several parties, one 
for the early bird players, 
one for the day players and 
one for the evenin g players. 
Aga in, thi s will all be 
dependent upon the fees 
they pay (and your bud get). 
You have the option to 
provide all the food or have 
a potluck where you 
provide the ma in dish and 
the players bring a salad, 
hot dish or dessert. For 
example: 
• Italian Feast & Round 
Robin Play 
• Mexican Potluck & 

Exhibition 
• Beach Volleyball 
Challenge & Cooko ut 
• League Skills N ight & 
Pizza Party 
• Leagu e Nachos & 

Know ledge Clinic & Awards Presentation 
A few ideas for league parties: 

I ) Buffets/Banquets. If you have a 
restaurant or snack bar at your club , you can 
host your ow n food party. You could have a 
theme buffet such as an Italian Feast (pizza, 
salad, spaghetti , salad. Fr ench bread, etc.) For a 

H ave fun celebrating the end of the 
leagues .. . and be sure to get everyone signed up 
for the next one starting soon! 
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BALANCE: It's 
Where it '~L' Begins! 

by Woody Clouse 

Fo r my first Ekt elon art icle in a 

series of m any to come, I'll start at the 

very beginning. As an athlete and 

racqu etball player who want s to 

im prove, you must first be aware of 

what you need to im prove up on. In 

ord er to im prove in any area of the 

game, you 'll always give your self the 

best chance to succeed when you 

pri oritize balance. I thin k of balance in 

four parts: 
1. Are you prepared physically? improves our control as well as 
Have you warmed up enough to consistency. If this is not our focus, we 
be 100% ready to go at 0 serving are mak ing the job harder than it has 
0? Are you rested, hydrated and to be. 
well nourished? When you think of all-time 

2. Are you prepared mentally? 
Have you spent time visualizing a 
game plan? Are you focused on 
the task at hand and have you 
cleared your mind of all unrelated 
thoughts? 

3. Do you have all of your 
equipment ready? What if you 
break a racquet or rip a glove? 

4. Are you emotionally ready? 
Are you enjoying yourself? A re 
you looking forward to the 
challenge ahead of you? Are you 
relaxed and satisfied with the 
outcome if you play your best? 

Let's talk about balance in the 
context of physical presence on the 
court. As a coach as well as a player, 
to bring out our very best depends 
upon this one primary focus. Balance 
shou ld always be the primary concern 
of any movement. When a person is 
balanced, he is going to perform 
better. The body will move through a 
more stable and contro lled motion 
and moveme nt of every kind. As 
coaches and players, we'll 
immediately improve our execution 
with improved stability which 

favorite athletes and racquetball 
players, the one thing they all have in 
common is super ior balance. From 
Michael Jordon to Wa lter Payton to 
Cliff Swain and Sudsy Monchik, they 
all had amazi ng balance. 

From a technical breakdown 
process, in racquetba ll we often look 
at the height of the elbow or 
something specific such as a wrist 
snap or the amount of shoulder 
rotation a player possesses. One of all 
of these might be needing attention 
and we should certainly address each 
one. But always maintain balance as 
the foundation, because every 
movement and improvement will 
come much more efficiently and 
consistently when a player is balanced. 
Keep in mind that from balance 
comes stability, from stability comes 
consistency, from consistency comes 
confidence and from confidence 
comes success. 

The following photos demonstrate 
shot selection based on improper and 
proper body positioning. A player 
should only be aggressive when able 
to maintain balance and stability. If a 
player is not balanced , he should hit a 
shot that will allow him to regain his 
balance and get back to the center of 
the court! 

Presented by /; EICIEIDH 
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OFFTI IE 

In the last issue I ta lked about 
my magical "G rip Change," a 
critical part of the mechanics so you 
can hit flat, lead ing to more 
consistency and more power. Now 
I want to switch gears from the 
mechan ics to a particular shot that is 
critica l both on the return of serve 
as well as during a rally and that's 
my Magical Off the Back Wall 
Shot, a weapon I can't and won't do 
without . 

Off the Back Wall is one of the 
most offensive shots in the game 
today as it is the only shot in the 
game that is moving in the dir ection 
of the target, the front wall, and you 
want to take full advantage of this 
shot when the opportunity ar ises. 
Too often I see players opt to hit a 
ball com ing off the back wall back 
into the back wall , or they take it to 
the ceiling, or they don't even let a 
long ceiling come off the back wall 
and jump to go back up with 
another ceiling ball. Mor e often 
than not these players do that 
because of fear and they don't take 
advantage of th e offensive 
opport unit y created by the ball 
coming off the back wall. I will 
show you trick-by-trick how to take 
a ball off the back wall so you can 
gain the confidence to use this shot 
offensi vely rather than defensively. 

Two of the main reasons why 
players "blow " thi s shot is because 
of poor footwork and judgm ent of 
the ball . Take a look at how you, 
too, can have a magical off the back 
wall shot, just like min e. 
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The Ready 
Position 
- Down and ready 

- Legs spread wider than 
shoulder width apart 

- Knees bent 

- Bent slightly at the 
waist 

- Racquet up and in the 
middle of your stance 

- On the balls of your 
feet ready to push off 

The Step 
The 1st Step 

- Eyes are on the ball at all 
times 

- Take a slight step back 
towards the back wall with 
the right leg 

- Racquet begins to get into 
early racquet preparation 
position 

The 2nd Step 
- Take a shuffle step back so 

the racquet touches the 
back wall, therefore getting 
behind the ball 

- Racquet is completely up 



The Swing 
- Shuffle forward to get set 

for the ball 

- Racquet starting to come 
down 

- Eyes remain on the ball 

- Legs spread ready to hit a 
normal forehand shot 

Presented by 

HEAC1 ® 

.f}enn. 

The Contact 
Point & Follow 
Through 
- Feet are stopped, set, 

and spread 

- Normal forehand stroke is 
used 

JUDGMENT: 
The key to "off the back 
wall," once you have the 
proper footwork and stroke 
mechanics, is that you need 
to learn how to judge the 
ball coming off the back 
wall correctly so you know 
where it will bounce on its 
second bounce. There are 
two factors that determine 
that : 

1- The height at which 
your opponent hits the 
ball on the front wall 

2- How hard it leaves 
their racquet 
You need to know this 
information so when you 
set up to hit an off the back 
wall shot you are a step or 
step and a half behind 

where you think the ball will 
wind up on its second 
bounce and you shuffle with 
the ball off the back wall, 
not ahead of the ball. This 
will give you the timing 
needed to generate the 
power and consistency to 
have a magical off the back 
wall shot . Do not, I repeat, 
do not go out and wait for 
the ball where it's going to 
bounce on its second 
bounce (Fran Davis calls this 
camping out) because often 
you guess wrong by waiting 
for it and by not shuffling 
with it you will lose accuracy 
and power and probably hit 
off your back foot , a no-no 
in stroke mechanics . 

Wel l, there you have it. My mag ical Off 
the Back Wall shot (only d iagrammed with 
my forehand, backhand is exactly the same) 
cont inues to be one of my most offens ive 
weapo ns on the pro tour. Th e keys to a 
consistent off the back wall shot are proper 
footwork and how you judge the ball. T his 
will add a whole new dimension to your 
arsenal of offensive shots. Don 't take this shot 
lightl y because an off the back wa ll 
opportunity happens often and you want to be 
prepared and confident to respond with a 
good offensive winn er. 

To learn how to take the ball OFF THE 
BACK WALL, pick up one of our "Buildin g 
Your Racquetball Dre am H ouse" 
instructi onal videos starr ing me, Fran and 
Jason, or attend one of our camps. See 
www .FranDavi sRacquetball.com for details. 
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Exciting Times Ahead 
for 2007-08 IRT Season 

The 2007-08 season is shaping up to be 
one of the brightest years yet for the !RT and 
for racquetball as a sport. Some exciting 
news and events are surfacing. Read on ... 

Event and Player Sponsorships 
First and most importantly , Motorola and 

Verizon Wireless have committed to 
sponsoring another major IRT Grand Slam 
event in Colorado Springs -- the Motorola 
World Racquetball Championship! Their 
commitment to the sport is beginning to open 
doors to places our sport has yet to explore. 
Motorola and Verizon Wireless have also 
teamed up to sponsor !RT superstar Rocky 
Carson for two years. This is exciting news 
because it is the first time in modern-day !RT 
history that a major corporation outside the 
racquetball commun ity has seen value in 
sponsoring a professional player. This should 
prime the pump for other major companies 
to step up and "brand" a player (and our 
sport). Genesco Sports Enterprises, 
Motorola's sports marketing partner, will be a 
huge asset in helping to create real value for 
the sponsorship and readying the !RT for the 
next level. 

A New Portable Court 
Also in the works is the new "all Lucite 

portable court." The plans have been in the 
works for three years; on August 6th, 
construction of the court began at the 
Schaumburg Tennis Plus, host club of the 
Motorola !RT Pro Nationals. The new court 
will be all Lucite, including the ceiling. Huge 
thanks go out to Leo and Sue Klimaitis and 
Pat and Mary Taylor who have brought the 
project to life. Devin Cannady, the arch itect 
on the project, should be very proud that his 
vision is becoming a reality. The biggest 
improvement of the court is that it will be 
much easier and quicker to set up and tear 
down . This will make it easier for the !RT to 
bring the sport to the public via shopping 
malls, smaller stadiums and other high traffic 
areas like Navy Pier in Chicago, the beach in 
California or at outdoor festivals. 

Top 10 Rundown 
In the coming season, the !RT Tour will 

visit many of the same cities as it has in past 
years and also a few new cities as well. The 
demand for the !RT around the country has 
been overwhelm ing and we have done 
everything possible to accommodate all 
requests for the top players to showcase their 

By Dave Negrete, Commissioner 

skills and char isma. Here's some 
commentary on the top contenders in the 
commg season: 

Jack Buczek, #1 ranked IRT professional, 
finished a fantastic year of racquetball by 
winning the Motoro la IRT Pro National s 

presented by Verizon 
Wireless in April. 
Jack won nin e of his 
thirteen Tier One 
events to attain his 
first year-end # I 
ranking. The off­
season switch last 
year to Head 
Racquetball seems to 
have elevated Jack's 
game. Huczek , 

Jack Huczek known for his top 
fitness condition, will 

not only be working hard on keeping his #I 
ranking this year, he will also be working 
hard in the classroom as he works on his 
Master's degree during the season. Jack will 
be the player to beat and everyone will be 
gunning for him. 

Jason Mannino, #2, had a huge win at the 
Choice Hotels US OPEN this past year, 
giving him his second Open title . He also had 
wins in Long Island and Colorado. Jason, 
always the entertainer, will be starting off this 
year as the challenger for the top spot. He has 
been there before and would like nothing 
better than to grab the #I spot for the second 
time. One of the most accessible players on 
tour, look for Jason to not only push for #I 

Jason Mannino 

but also to add to the 
record he holds for 
most dives in a career. 
Mannino, when not 
found playing on the 
!RT, can be found 
teaching the game at 
his clinics across the 
country . Jason just re­
signed with Pro 
Kennex. 

Rocky Carson, #3, 
logged his first win on 
the !RT tour in two 

years, taking the title in Seattle. H e has the 
ability to push for the top spot and we will see 
ifh e has the will this year. Signing with 
Ektelon during the halfway point last season 
seemed to add a bit of excitement to his game. 
With the addition of his new est sponsors, 
Motorola and Verizon Wirel ess, Rocky 

shou ld be ready to play some ball this season. 
One of the most well-liked players on the 
tour, look for good things from the California 
Surfer this year. 

Alvaro Beltran, #4, had the kind of season 
most would love to have, but he was "snake 
bit" in three finals last year. Alvaro has all the 
potential to be #I, but he has yet to find the 
mental toughness to finish a final. This could 
be his breakthrough year after inking a deal 
with GearBox Racquetball, and he will not be 
satisfied with another year-end #4 finish . 
Alvaro has recently had the stadium court at 
the new Racquetball Rio Club in Tijuana 
named after him. Beltran is always a threat to 
win on the !RT and has the ability to reach 
the top spot. 

Shane Vanderson, #5, had great events at 
the majors last year and also appeared in the 
finals at Allentown. Playing and winning a 
few of the !RT satellite events has helped 
Vanderson regain that "winning" feeling. 
Shane has always been a mainstay with Head 
Racquetball and will continue to represent 
them as he always has: as a gentlemen and an 
asset to the sport. Look for Shane to raise the 
bar a notch this year as the mid-season move 
to Florida from Ohio shou ld benefit his 
training routine . Shane is working on his 
own instructional DVD, so look for it on the 
IRT website soon. 

Mitch Williams, #6, the "Rookie of the 
Year," raised his game to another level and 
then some as he finished with the highest 
ranking of his career. Quite an accomp lish­
ment since Mitch was finishing his Master's 
degree and playing on the tour full time . A 
new deal with Wilson Racquetball should 
help Mitch carve a niche for himself this 
season in the racquetball world. The only 
lefty in the Top 10, Mitch has some big shoes 
to fill with the retirement of Cliff Swain, the 
sport's greatest lefty of all time. It will be 
interesting to see if Mitch can raise his game 
to push for the #1 spot without the distraction 
of school this year. 

Chris Crowther, #7, towers over everyone 
on the !RT at 6'6" and he used his height to 
his advantage last year, moving up the list and 
securing the highest ranking of his young 
career. Probably the hardest hitter on the tour, 
Crowther can play with anyone in the Top 10 
but has still struggled with getting that big 
win. Chr is has done a good job working on 
his mental game and if he continues to 
channel his energy on the game at hand, he 
will be tough to beat this year. Chris has also 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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been working on playing professional golf 
and from all indications, he may be able to 
attain that dream also. Look for good things 
from this young player this season. 

Jason T hoem er, #8, is coming off of a sub­
par season that saw some ups and downs. 
Finishing #8 was a disappo intment for Jason 
and he will be back with a vengeance in 
2007-08. Although fully capable of beating 
anyone on the IRT, Jason did not put 
together a run last year. This year will be 
differen t since he has been working hard this 
off-season on his game. Moving up in the 
rankings will be Thoerner's only quest this 
season. Acting as the tour's referee is one of 
Jason's other talents and he does a 
tremendous job. Look for Thoerner to be a 
spoiler on the IRT. 

Ben Croft, #9, jumped up the ranks this 
year and had an impressive season. A semi­
finalist in Mexico and a consistent quarter ­
finalist the second half will make Croft a 

SUMMARY 

Leadership at the USAR and 
WPRO is the best it has been in 
recent years and all the other great 
organizations in the sport such as the 
NMRA, WS/MRA and lRF are 
working hard as a collective group to 
grow the game . Let your favorite 
IRT stars see and feel your support 
when they come to town. We look 
forward to seeing you all this year! 

These two can play 
the game the way it 
should be played, so 
watch out, as they 
will be sleepers this 
year! 

The tour will 
deeply miss Cliff 
Swain as he moves 
on to another career 
in the restaurant 

dangerous player this 
year. Quick hands 
and a will to win are 
Croft's assets. He is 
still working on 
controlling his 
emotions, but 
another full season 
on the tour should 
help cure that . Ben 
just finished his 
degree at the 
University of Colorado at Pueblo, which will 
now allow him to focus all his energy on 
racquetball. 

Andy Hawthorn e and Alejandro Herrera 
rounded out the top full-tim e players last year 
and these two players gave 100% all the time. 
Andy had only one quarterfinal appearance 
last year and hopes to improve on that stat. 
Alejandro will be looking for his second 
quarterfinal appea rance of his young career. 

and bar business in 
Naples, Florida. Cliff's intensity will now be 
on his new place, Lucky's at 951, so make 
sure to stop in and say hello if you find 
yourself in the area. Sudsy Monchik is still 
deciding on whether he is completely retired 
or not. You may see him at a few events this 
year showing some of the magic he exhibited 
for so many years when he and Swain 
dominat ed the tour. 

Hitting it Around 
with Alvaro Beltran 

semifinals. It was a great feeling, finally 
realizing I could compete with and beat some 
of the best in the game. 

Who are the guys you hang out with 
on the tour? 

Well, I get along with everyone but travel 
and hang out mostly with Rocky Carson and 
Chris Crowther. 

How old were 
you when you 
began hitting the 
racquetball? 

Well, I was 
around three or four 
years old. My dad 
loved racquetball and 
wou ld play every 
night after work. He 
wou ld come home 

Alvaro Beltran late and my mother 
always questioned 

whe re he was so late and he wou ld say he was 
at the club playing racquetball. Well she did 
not really believe him so she made him come 
home first and take me with him! 

Who were the biggest influences in 
your early career? 

My parents, Alvaro and Anna. 

How old were you when you played 
your first real tournament? 

I was seven or eight and played in the 
Men's C division. I played well but still did 
not really understa nd the game. It wou ldn't 
be until late r on that I wou ld really figure it 
out. 

When was that ? 
When I was eleven or twelve, my parents 

took me up to San Diego and LA to play 
some tournaments. It was there I saw how 
the game was played. I was very fortunate 
that I was able to go play there because most 
of the juniors from Mexico don't have that 
chance. 

When did you get to the Open level 
and start believing that you could 
play pro racquetball? 

I was fourteen and went up to San Diego 
to play in my first Open event. I won the AA 
but had a chance to watch Jason Mannino 
and others play. It was a great learning 
experience. I realized then that I wanted to 
try and play on the IRT. Also, Tijuana had 
many great tournaments when I was growing 
up and I had the chance to watch guys like 
Ed Andrews, Joey Pariso and Aaron Embry, 
which helped me become a better player. 

When did you make your debut on 
the IRT? 

It was when I was twenty-one . I played 
very well, making the semifinals of the US 
Open that year. I beat Kane, Tim Doyle and 
Mike Locker before losing to Cliff in the 

Who is the toughest and most 
intense player you have played on 
the IRT? 

That would have to be Cliff Swain. He 
understands the game better than anyone . He 
helped me to learn what it takes to play on 
the IRT. Also, it's tough playing Rocky 
because we are good friends. 

Describe the type of player you are. 
I think I am a player who has many 

weapons. I have an all-around game. I score a 
lot of my points with a rally game. I wait for 
my shots and I like to think I am patient. 
When I don't play with patience, I struggle a 
bit. I think the thing about my game is I do 
not have one thing that is overwhelming ly 
better than something else. For instance, Cliff 
can come up with a big serve when he wants 
or Mannino can dive all over when he wants; 
I rely on a phi losophy of doing everything 
well overall. 

Do you think the pro game is played 
differently in Mexico than in the 
states? 

Yes. I think that most of the Mexican 
players like Polo Gutierrez, Gilberto Mejia 

continued on page 18 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 07 I USA RACQUETBALL I 17 



and Javier Moreno all play a more defensive 
game. We all seem to be retr ievers rather 
than the way the game is played in the U.S., 
wh ich is to shoot and kill. 

Mexico is now known for a great 
junior program with many up-and­
comers who would like to play on the 
IRT. What advice would you give 
them? 

Do your best to find some local sponso rs 
and whe never you can , try and get to the 
States to play. Unfortunately, the cost to come 
and play the on IRT is very expensive, 
making it difficult for most of the juniors to 
come out and play. I hope in the near future 
the IRT can expand to Mexico. 

If you could improve one thing on 
the IRT what would it be? 

To try and help increase the prize money 
pur ses so more players could make a living 
from playing the game. Relying on 
sponsorship make s it tough and sponsors 
nowadays are hard to find . 

Speaking of sponsors, you just 
signed a new deal with Gear Box 
Racquetball. What made you decide 
to sign with them? 

Well, Rafael Filippini (who started the 
company) is a great friend and I felt like the 
opportunity was right. Rafael has some new 
and exciting ideas on how to promote the 
brand of Gea r Box and the sport of 
racquetball. I wanted to be part of that. I also 
felt like they were the best company out there 
for me right now. 

You have a court named in your 
honor in Tijuana at the Racquetball 
Rio Club. How does that make you 
feel? 

I am very proud and honored. The city of 
Tijuana is a great place and racquetball is 
very strong there. I really thank the owner of 
the club, Jorge Ramos, for paying tribut e to 
me that way. 

You play for your country's national 
team. How is that experience? 

It is an ext reme honor to play for your 
countr y. I was really proud winnin g a gold 
medal in the last champi onship. They had a 
large parade and party for us here in Mexico. 

Any thing else you would like to say 
to the racquetball community? 

Comi ng from Tijuana to play on the IRT 
has been a lifelong dream. I would like to 
thank all my friends and fam ily for their 

IRT RANKINGS 
As of June 11, 2007 

RANK NAME POINTS 

support. Also, I wou ld like to thank Tony 
Ramire z and Ashaway strin gs for the 
supporting sponsorship and giving me the 
chance to play racquetball for a living. Also, 
tha nk you to all the fans out there in Mexico 
and the States for your supp ort. Viva Mexico! 

Alvaro Beltran is the current number 
four-ranked player on the IRT. He is a three­
time recipient of the IRT Sportsmans hip 
Award and is arguab ly the greatest player to 
ever come out of Mexico. 
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HUCZEK, JACK 4526 

MANNINO , JASON 3791 

CARSON, ROCKY 

CROWTHER , CHRIS 

THOERNER, JASON 

CROFT, BEN 

HAWTHORNE, ANDY 

SWAIN, CLIFF 

3529 

2543 

2145 

1991 

1879 

1804 

1534 

1370 

MONCHIK , SUDSY 1163 

SHIMIZU, -H-IR=O=S-H~I --~ 99~ 8-

CLOUSE, WOODY 611 

INTERNATIONAL RACQUETBALL TOUR SCHEDULE 2007-08 SEASON 

SEPT. 13-16 MOTOROLA IRT WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP GS 

SEPT. 20-23 KANSAS CITY MO T1 

OCT. 4-7 BOWLING GREEN KY T1 

OCT. 11-14 TORONTO CANADA T1 

OCT. 19-21 MADISON WI T3 

OCT. 19-21 GRAND RAPIDS Ml T4 

OCT. 19-21 CHIHUAHUA MX T2 (tentative) 

OCT. 25-28 ALBUQUERQUE NM T1 

NOV. 2-4 LONG ISLAND OPEN NY T4 

NOV. 9-11 PORTLAND OR T4 

NOV. 14-18 MEMPHIS TN GS 

DEC. 6-9 TEMPE AZ T3 (satellite pending ) 

JAN. 10-13 CANOGA PARK CA T1 

JAN. 17-20 LONG ISLAND NY T1 

JAN . 24-27 MILWAUKEE WI T4 

FEB. 1-3 CINNCINNATI OH TS 

FEB. 7-10 SIOUX FALLS SD T2 

FEB. 21-24 SEATTLE WA T1 

FEB. 28- MARCH 2 TIJUANAMX T1 

FEB 29 - MARCH 2 SCHERERVILLE IN T4 

MARCH 6-9 SARASOTA FL T1 

MARCH 13-16 ORANGE COUNTY CA T1 

MARCH 28-30 YORK PA T4 

APRIL 3-6 TBA 

APRIL 10-13 ALLENTOWN PA T1 

APRIL 23-27 MOTOROLA PRO NATIONALS, CHICAGO, IL GS 

JUNE 6-8 LAUREL MD T4 

JUNE 20-22 GREENVILLE SC T3 

Dates and citi es subject to change. 
Prize money determines tier level : GS - Grand Slam, $25k Minimum• T3 - Tier Three , $5-$10k 
T1 - Tier One Full Ranking Event , $17.5 • T4- Tier Four, $0-$5k • T2- Tier Two, $10-$17.Sk 

18 I USA RACQUETBALL I SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 07 



FACTOR 

[K JAROPHITE BLACK 

[K l ZONE 

[ K JONTOLJR FRAME 

[ K JONTRDLLED POWER 



WPRO AND ABCF LAUNCH 

"RACQUETBALL FOR LIFE" 
CAMPAIGN 

All photography by Naylor 

Promotion to Raise Funds for Breast Cancer Foundation's Prevention and 
Detection Programs 

The Women's Professional 
Racquetball Organization 
(WPRO) and the American Breast 
Cancer Foundation (ABCF) have 
joined forces to promote 
"Racquetball for Life," a 
campaign designed to raise breast 
cancer awareness, prevention and 
detection through the sport of 
racquetball. The partnership was 
established between the two 
groups to support and promote 
ABCF's mission of providing 

breast cancer screenings and treatment to underserved and uninsured 
citizens throughout the United States. 

"The WPRO is honored to be working with ABCF on the 
Racquetball for Life campaign," said Shannon Feaster , Commissioner 
of the WPRO. "We hope that our efforts to promote this program at 
our major events will help save lives through early detection and will 
give hope to those who have been diagnosed with breast cancer and 
cannot afford treatment." 

"ABCF is excited to partner with the WPRO to launch this 
important campaign," said Phyllis Wolf, President and Co-Founder of 
ABCF. "Through the sport of racquetball , we hope to advance our 
goals of raising awareness about breast cancer detection and 
prevention and providing the underserv ed a fighting chance against 
this deadly disease." 

The Racquetball for Life Campaign kicks off at the WPRO's 
season opener, the Outback Steakhouse Blast It! Championship, from 
September 13-16 at The Sports Center in Fayetteville, NC. 

About the WPRO 
The Women's Professional Racquetball Organization (WPRO) is 

the governing body of a growing membership of the highest-level 
professional female racquetball players in the world. The WPRO is 
currently comprised of elite athletes representing over a dozen 
countries, including the United States, Mexico, Chile, Canada, Puerto 
Rico, Japan, Dominican Republic and Venezuela. The tour aims to 
promote the health and wellness of women and girls through 
racquetball related programs and events around the world. For more 
information about the WPRO, visit www .wpro-tour .com. 

AboutABCF 
The America Breast Cancer Foundation (ABCF) is a non-profit 

organization devoted to helping women fight breast cancer through 
education, research , and diagnostic testing assistance programs. 
Through its Key to Life Breast Cancer Screening Assistance Program 
ABCF provides financial assistance for mammograms, diagnostic 
mammograms, ultrasounds, and limited assistance grants for biopsies 
to those in need. The American Breast Cancer Foundation was 
founded in 1997 and is a S0l(c) 3 nonprofit organization. For more 
information about ABCF and its programs , visit www.abcf .org. 
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WPRO BOARD WELCOMES 
NEW OFFICER, 
BRENDA LOUBE 

Brenda Loube, Presid ent and Co­
founder of Corporate Fitn ess Works, has 
been elected to serve on the WPRO Board 
of Directors . Corporate Fitness Works is a 
Maryland-based firm that provid es 
customized fitness and wellness services for 
corporations, government agencies and 
residential communities. 

Loube has been involved with the sport 
of racquetball since 1976 and has over 30 
years of experience playing and teaching 
lessons for all ages. She was instrumental in 
starting the Maryland Racquetball Association in the early 1980's and 
holds numerous titles on the state, regional and national levels, 
including a National Singles title in the 30+ division in 1983. 

Loube has been on the Board for Women Business Owners of 
Maryland, was appointed Chairperson of the Maryland Advisory 
Council on Physical Fitness and is a board member of the National 
He alth and Fitness Association. She serves as a member of the 
Advisory Board for the International Council on Active Aging and sits 
on the Board of Director s for the American Breast Cancer 
Foundation. 

As a result of Brend a's achievements in both racquetball and fast­
pitch softball, she was inducted into the Jewish Sports Hall of Fame in 
1993. Brenda has presented at the Women 's Sports Foundation 
conference on the fitness benefits of the lifetime sport of racquetball . 

WPRO UNVEILS NEW 
WEBSITE 

The WPRO is proud to unveil its new web site 
showcasing the ladies of the WPRO! Find out more 
about our sponsors and partners, when the WPRO 
pros will be in your area, and other exciting news 
on tour! 

With regular content updates and an edgy 
Flash intro using graphics from Double Donut 
Studios (www.doubledonut.com), you can now 
follow all the action by simply logging on to 
www .wpro-tour.com. Don't forget to sign up and 
take part in our monthly giveaways! 

I J 
_,/ 



WPRO KICKS OFF 2007-
2008 SEASON AT OUTBACK 
STEAKHOUSE BLAST IT! 
IN FAYETTEVILLE 

The Women's Professional Racquetball Organization (WPRO) 
began its new season at the Outback Steakhouse Blast It! Pro-Am 
Championships at The Sports Center in Fayetteville, NC, September 
14-16. Top ranked pro's including defending champion Rhonda 
Rajsich (#1 - Phoenix, AZ), Kerri 
Wachtel (#2 - Cincinnati, OH), 
Cheryl Gudinas (#3 - Naperville , 
IL), and Angela Grisar (#4 -
Santiago, Chile) were among the 
WPRO pros competing for this 
great championship. 

The Outback Steakhouse Blast 
It! is classified as a Tier 1 WPRO 
and USA Racquetball sanctioned 
event, and has historically been 
well-attended by amateurs from 
around the country with prize 
money awarded in all Open 
divisions. 

RHONDA RAJSICH 
LAUNCHES NEW 
WEBSITE 

Number 1 ranked WPRO pro Rhonda Rajsich recently launched 
her new web site, www.rhondarocks.com , which has been in 
development since last year. 

Visit www.rhondarocks.com for all the latest news on Rhonda, 
including her interests and hobbies outside of racquetball and where 
she will be on tour with the WPRO this season! 

i.,,, ll'.--u-.. l'f'uk~ 

WPRO TOUR SCHEDULE ( !fgB,Q 
2007-08 SEASON ~ 
SEPT. 13-16 

OCT. 5-7 

Fayetteville, NC / Outback Steakhouse 
Blast It! (T1) 

Laurel, MD / Mid-Atlantic Tournament of 
Champions (Satellite) 

OCT. 11-14 Burlington, Ontario , CAN / Canadian 
Racquetball Classic (T1) 

NOV. 2-4 Long Island, NY / Long Island Open 
(Satellite) 

NOV. 14-18 Memphis, TN/ Choice Hotels US OPEN 
(GS) 

DEC. 6-9 Arlington, VA/ Christmas Classic (T1) 

JAN. 10-13 Panama City, Panama/ Canal Challenge (T1) 

JAN. 24-27 Sacramento, CA/ Greater Sacramento 
Open (T1) 

FEB. 1-3 Cincinnati, OH / Racquet & Hand for the 
Cure (Satellite) 

FEB. 7-10 Phoenix, AZ. / Ektelon Fireball Rollout (T1) 

FEB. 28-MARCH 2 Miami, FL / Great Balls of Fire (T1) 

MARCH 14-16 Fountain Valley, CA / Ocean City Open 
(Satellite) 

APRIL 3-6 Harrisburg, PA / Harrisburg Pro-Am (T1) 

APRIL 17-20 

May 9-11 

New Orleans, LA / WPRO World 
Championships (GS) 

Sacramento, CA / WPRO Pro National 
Doubles (T1) 

T1 = Tier 1 Full Ranking Event 
GS = Grand Slam Event (higher prize money and ranking points) 
Satellite = Lower Level Event (check web site for satellite levels) 

* All Tier 1 WPRO events will use the Ektelon Fireball and will be broadcast live 
on RacquetballOnline.tv so stay tuned! 

*Check the WPRO web site - www.wpro-tour.com - for changes and additions . 

------------------------------------------------------~--------------------------------------................ ---------------------" ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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2007 Choice Hotels US OPEN Preview 
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Well, it's hard to believe it has been twelve years, and the 2007 Choice 

Hotels US OPEN Racquetball Championships has arrived! This year's 

event promises to be the best ever with a record turnout of both players and 

spectators. This special Preview Section will give you an idea of what to 

expect at this year's tourney. 

Amateur Draws: The amateur matches will 
be played primarily at WellWorx Sportsplex 
(formerly Six50), Ridgeway Baptist Rec. Center, 
and The University of Memphis. No 
consolation divisions will be offered due to the 
huge draw and lack of available court time. 
Th e competition is excellent in all of the 
divisions offered as we have competitors from 
all over the world entered into the tournament . 
Th e top four finishers in each division will 
receive oversized US OPEN medals, that weigh 
about 1 lb. each! 

Pro Match Tickets: There is no better place 
in the world to watch pro racquetball than at the 
Choice Hotels US OPEN Racquetball 
Championship s. First of all, every top player in 
the world on the !RT, WPRO, CPRT will be in 
Memphis. For the true racquetb all enthusiast 
this means incredible match es to watch right 
from the round of 64. Second, ALL pro match 
courts are professionally wired for sound so 
spectators can hear every grunt, groan, and 
under-the-breath comme nt throughout every 
match of the tournament. The ball sounds like 
a missile being shot off so be sure to wear your 
earplugs if you have sensitive "flappers". Third, 
all the feature matches take place on the 
breathtaking made-for-TV portable stadium 
racquetball court. This engineering marvel has 
two walls made of crystal clear Lucite acrylic 
that is not only optically correct (no tinting, 
blurring , or bending oflight) but is beautiful to 
behold. All the Lucite mat erial is butted up 

against each other with Lucite "fins" providing 
the support. Even the "L" brackets are made of 
Lucite so the result is a seamless visual 
experience that makes you feel like you're right 
in the court with the players. The stadium seats 
about 1,100 fans and ticket sales are always 
brisk. Your best bet is to purchase the Ticket 
Package which includes all sessions. This is by 
far the best value. 

Parties, Parties, and More Parties: One of 
the things the Choice Hotels US OPEN is best 
known for is the evening social functions . For 
those planning to attend you can expect more of 
the same this year starting with the "free 
admission" Pro-Am Doubles for St. Jude on 
Tuesday evening, the fun "Players Gathering" 
at the Fox and Hound on Thursday evening, 
the Players Dance Party in the Pub on Friday 
evening and the largest bash of the year-t he 
Saturday evening G rand Gala- THE PARTY 
WITH THE PRO's. Other activities include a 
special Wednesday evening Internation al 
Reception (for all our "out of the country" 
guests) and a week long Industr y Trade Show in 
the Player Hospitality Village featu ring all the 
top racquetball manufactures displaying the 
latest and greatest gear available in the sport. 
Look for returning special events this year 
includin g the !RT Champions Clinic and the 
IRT/WPR O Play the Pro for St. Jude 
Challenge. 

No way to attend the event this year?: If you 
absolutely can't make it to this year's tournament 
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then the last resort is to follow the action from 
home. To help make this easier we will 
transform our website -­
www .choicehotelsusopen.com--- into a 
computer "window " to look in on the action at 
the tournament. Plans include offering frequent 
amateur division results posting, up-to-the 
minute pro match results, digital photography 
from throughout the event, streaming video of 
select pro matches, and web-radio voice 
interviews with top pro's as well as play-by-play 
voice streaming of the quarters, semi's, and 
finals. Special thanks to our computer guru and 
webmaster Willie Tilton for spearheading this 
ambitious project for the Choice Hotels US 
OPEN. 

THE PRO's!: As always, the focal point of 
the Choice Hotels US OPEN are the pro players 
and the incredible entertainment they provide as 
each player quests for the coveted US OPEN 
title. Anyone on tour will tell you that at the 
U.S. OPEN intensity is at its highest so every 
match yields both players at 120% effort. The 
following pages in this Racquetball Magazine 
Special Preview Section provide some detailed 
insights about which players to keep your eye on 



A Year of Questions? m A 2007 Choice Hotels US OPEN I RT Preview irt-tour.com 

at this year's Choice Hotels US OPEN. 
Always the highlight of the US OPEN, 

the IRT draw will undoubtedly deliver 
another memorable year for racquetball fans 
throu ghout the world. The answers to all 
these burning questions will soon be known . 
However, for those of you that like to lay a 
little side wager on the action , allow me to 
give you the inside scoop to help maximize 
your chances. 

Jack Buczek (2:1 odds) - Despite never 
winning the US OPEN, the smart money has 
to be on Jack Huczek . He is the #I ranked 
player in the world and completely 
dominated the tour last season with 8 event 
titles. In addition, he won his first Grand 
Slam title at the end of the last season at the 
Motorola IRT Pro Nationals. At that event, 
he learned how to claim victory on the often 
tricky portable stadium racquetball court. 
Look for Jack to come into Memphis with the 
confidence and swagger of a veteran 
champ ion. I predict it won 't be easy, but in 
the end he will come out on top. 

Jason Mannino (4:1 odds) - Winning the 
US OPEN is about guts, stamina, and the 
willpower to dig down deep. Being the most 
skilled player on the court does not even 
come close to guaranteeing a win. Nobody 
on the IRT has more guts than Jason 
Maninno. Largely due to his incredible 
victory at last year's US OPEN, Jason is now 
ranked #2 in the world (at the time of this 
writing) which will put him on the opposite 
side of the draw from Huczek. I look for 
Jason to again make the finals, setting up a 
re-match to the historic semi-final war 
between these two players last year. 

Rocky Carson (6:1 odds) - Carson has 
had success at the US OPEN with two semi's 
and a finals appearance in the last 3 years. He 
is in great shape and believes he can win. 
Last year he made the finals but came up 
small with a very lackluster perform ance. 
know that did not sit well with him over the 
past year. I expect a much stronger 
performance when he reaches the big 
matches this year. In fact, I predict that 
Mannino and Carson will square off in the 

semi's for an epic battle. 
Mitch Williams (8:1 odds) - I predict 

that the 2007-08 season will be a memorable 
one for Mitch Williams. H e has more 
devastating power than anyone on tour and 
now has the confidence to go with it. 
Winning the National Singles title, beating 
Carson and Vanderson along the way was 
just what Mitch needed to start to believe he 
can be the best. Now that he is out of college 
and focusing on racquetba ll full time, don't 
be surprise d to see Williams in the top 3 by 
season end. If I were going to put money 
down on thr ee players to win the US OPEN 
this year, Mitch wou ld be one of them! 

Cliff Swain (10:1 odds) - It is unclear at 
the time of this writing if Cliff Swain will 
compete at the 2007 US OPEN. How ever, I 
predict he will be a last minute entry into the 
draw. IfI am write, US OPEN fans will get 
another treat as they get to watch the living 
legend take anot her shot on the biggest stage 
in the sport. His chances for winn ing? 

What questions you say? 
How about these ... 

Can Jack Huczek finally get over 
the hump and win his first US 
OPEN? 

Can Jason Maninno do the 
unthinkable and win his third US 
OPEN title with yet another upset 
victory? 

Will Sudsy Monchik, who has been 
MIA for 3 years, surprise everyone 
and captu re a record 5th US OPEN 
title? 

Will Rocky Carson finally step up to 
claim his first Grand Slam title? 

Will Cliff Swain return from 
retirement to play in the US OPEN? 

Will Mitch Williams prove his 
National Singles win was not a 
fluke and back it up with a US 
OPEN title? 

Will Vanderson, Beltran, Thoerner, 
or Hawthorne make the life -
changing leap into US OPEN 
immortality by winning the 2007 
title? 

Probably not very good. He will come in 
rusty for sure and probably a few pounds 
heavier than his normal playing weig ht. 
However, Swain always plays his best at the 
US OPEN and it will be no fun for the top 
ranked player who has to face him early. 
Don't be surprised to see Swain pull one 
upset before bowing out . 

Sudsy Monchik (10:1 odds) - Always a 
crowd favorite, Sudsy is back on tour this 
year at the age of 32. Last season was a 
disaster for Monchik, coming out early with 
lots of rust then finding his form at the US 
OPEN, only to go down in the round of 32 
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with a severe back injur y. Th at injur y sidelin ed 
Sudsy for mo st of the rest of the season. H e is 
now healthy again and determin ed to regain his 
form . Th e only man to win four US OPE N 
titles, thi s is the event he want s most. Lik e 
T iger Wood s, for Sudsy it is "all about the 
Major s" at thi s point in his career. Much like 
Swain, I do not give him much of a chance for 
winning the event, however, beating a top­
rank ed player in the quart ers is extremely 
possible. All the top players will be hoping he is 
not in their section of the dr aw. 

Alvaro Beltran ( 12:1 odds) - Beltran 
continu es to be a big under-perform er at the US 
OPEN . Everyone on tour knows how 
dangerous this player can be as he has all the 
tools. Th e qu estion is, will he ever break 
throu gh on the biggest stage and really show the 
fans what he has und er the hood? As I said in 
my review of Mannin o, winnin g the US OPE N 
is more about guts than skill. Would love to see 
Beltran finally show some real fire on the court 
and put forth the effort necessary to claim 
victory. 

Shane Vanderson ( 11:1 odds) - At the 
Nat ional Singles tourn ey in Hou ston, 
Vanderson beat #1 rank ed Hu czek for the 
second time last season. H e has proven that he 
has the wea pons to beat anybody. Strin ging 
upset victories together has been his problem . 
Oftentim es wh en he beats a top-rank ed player, 

he shows up with a poor perform ance in the 
next round. At some point he is going to get 
sick of this trend and make up his mind that 
nobody is going to beat him. If 2007 is that year, 
a bettin g man could make some good cash on 
this play! 

Jason T hoemer (20:1 odds) - Neve r really a 
thr eat at the US OPEN, Jason T hoerner has 
qu ietly work ed his way into the Top 8 in the 
world rankin gs. T his impressive result is not 
the reason I choose to give him somew hat 
reasonable odd s to win the US OPEN . Th e 
reason I put Jason at the top of my da rk horse list 
is because of his fearless att itude and spotlight ­
loving personality. A perfect examp le of thi s 
was his near fifth game upset at the 2005 Pro 
Nat ionals agains t Jack Hu czek where he 
entertained the crowd while hittin g awesome 
shot after awesome shot to stretch the shocked 
Hu czek to 12-10 in the tiebreaker. Don't be 
sur prised to see T hoerner in the qu arters giving 
a top seed more than he can handl e. 

Ben Croft (40:1 odds) - Last season he beat 
Jason Mannin o on tour twice and gave other 
top-rank ed players fits with his speed and 
determin ation. H e is probably not ready to win 
it all at the US OPE N but every season shows 
more improveme nt on tour. Look for this 
young speedster to take someone in the top 
ranks to the wire. 
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Honorable Mentions : 
Andy Hawthorne - last season was solid for 

H awthorne with mult iple wins over Vand erson 
and other top players. Howe ver, he also took 
some beatings from the elite rank ed players. 
Perhaps the hardest working player on tour, 
look for And y to go down swingin g (and 
diving) at thi s year's US OPEN. Also, congrats 
to And y on his recent marriage ! 

Chris Crowther - also kn own as "the 
crippler" Chri s is another darkh orse that has 
incredible talent on the cour t. N early impossible 
to pass, he proves that players of all height s can 
play at the elite level with his 6' 5" statur e. 
Always fired up on the court , look for Crowt her 
to give someone fits in the round of 16. 

Ruben Gonzalez - popping a qu arter at the 
OPEN is well within the grasp of the ageless 
wonde r. He did it at the 2005 Pro N ationals at 
the age of 53. Don't miss watching the living 
legend at yet anoth er US OPEN! 

In closing, the men of the !RT are ready to 
let it all loose at the 2007 Choice Hot els US 
OPEN. Get your seat early for the greatest 
show in sports and EN JOY! 

ATTENDING THE 
CHOICE HOTELS US 

OPEN AS A VIP! 

A very limited number of four­

person courts ide luxury GOLD 
BOXES st ill remain for the 2007 
Choice Hotels US OPEN (at the 
time of this writing ). The cost is 

$2,800 and includes four GOLD 
Al l-Access Credent ials to t he 
event . In addit ion to enjoy ing the 
pro matches from your pr ivate and 
comfortable courts ide GOLD BOX, 

All-Access Credent ial holders have 
unlimited access to t he exclusive 
Pro/GOLD Lounge throughout the 
event featuring free food and 
dr ink (beer, soda, water, wine , and 

champagne) during all hours. 
Event sponsors , top-ranked men 
and women pro players, and 
GOLD BOX holders are the only 
VlP's permitted in the lounge . 

If you are interested, please call 
(614) 890-6073 to check for 

current availability. 
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Choice Hotels US OPEN 
WPRO Preview 

~~ ----....___ 
., Women 's Proteulomd 
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by Leo R Vasquez, US OPEN M edia Staff 

The Women's Professional Racquetball 
Organization (WPRO) leads the world of 
women's professional racquetball to the place 
where champions are defined. A talented 
field will usher in the first grand slam of the 
season as the 2007 Choice Hotels US OPEN 
Racquetball Championships will feature all of 
the top female players in the world. Stakes 
are high at this event: these ladies will be 
battling for what could be historic victories 
for some and first-time success for others. 

Here 's a look into the tour's top ladies 
hoping to make a splash and the odds of their 
chances to win a coveted US OPEN 
Championship. 

Christie Van Hees (2:1 odds) -
Defending champion Van Hees headlines one 
of the strongest fields of the season at the US 
OPEN this year. Van Hee s looks to defend 
her title against a hungry field of the world' s 
best fema le athletes in professional 
racq uetba ll. Last year, she marched to her 
third US OPEN title ('00, '05, '06) and 
became the first fema le to win more than two 
singles championships in the women's 
professiona l division. 

In 2006, Van H ees, elimin ated Rajsich in 
the quarterfinal s and went on to defeat 
Gudinas-Ho lmes in the finals. Van He es 
elevates all the dimensions of her game when 
she comes to Memphis, look for her to claim 
a fourth US OPEN championsh ip. 

Rhonda Rajsich (2.5:1 odds) - What a 
year for Rajsich as she finished off the 
WPRO '06-'07 season with the #I year end 
ranking for a second consecutive year, 
winning the WPRO Pro Nationals, and the 

USA Racquetball National sing les 
championsh ips. She even has her own web­
site (www.rhondarocks.com), but nothing 
defines a professiona l career without taking a 
grand slam event . 

Undoubtedly, one of the most athletic and 
entertaining women to watch, Rajsich brings 
excitem ent and exhilaration every time she 
steps on the portabl e court. 

She won this event in '03 and needs to 
win this year to solidify her place in Memphis 
and keep Van Hees from making more 
history . 

Cheryl Gudinas-Holmes (3:1 odds) -
Dete rmin at ion, focus, perseverance and 
expe rience are just some of the words that 
describe the two-time US OPEN champion 
Gud inas-Ho lmes ('04, '02). Strangely enough, 
as of this writing , she has not won a 
professional event since the 2006 Pro 
Nationals. It is unfair to consider her 
anyth ing less than a favor ite to take home a 
third US OPEN championship. Ask anyo ne 
on her side of the draw and they will tell you 
the same thing. Cheryl won't make any 
excuses due to nagging injuries or lack of 
playing time as she brings her best to 
Memphis under the bright lights of the 
portable court . Cou ld this be her last year 
here? 

Kerri Wachtel (4:1 odds) - Kerri is 
known as one of the fiercest competitors on 
the WPRO. This girl packs a pow erful punch 
in her sma ll fram e and she is no strange r to 
racquetball's grandest stage. She won this 
event in 2001 and knows what it takes to win 
on the portable court. H er conditi oning, 

mental toughness and quickness make her a 
thr eat to win any event , Memphis included. 
Her five-game semifinal loss to Gudinas­
Holmes last year may be all the moti vation 
she needs to win a second US OPEN crown. 
If she brings her entire racquetball fami ly, 
she will have plenty of support . 

Brenda Kyzer (7:1 odds) - The 
Cindere lla story for the 2006 US OPEN 
belonged to Kyzer as she advanced to her 
first-ever semifinal in a grand slam event . 
Her mobility was no longer an issue after 
losing more than 60 pounds last year. Brenda 
has show n flashes of brilliance this season 
and she'll be ready once the bell rings . A tour 
veteran with plenty of exper ience; she is 
making a successful return to the women's 
pro tour. 

Honorable Mentions: 
Angela Grisar (8:1 odds) - The dark 

horse from Ch ile has the best chance to beat 
any of the top players in the draw with her 
aggressive style. Angela has been playing the 
WPRO tour full time and won her first tour 
event this year, defeating Rajsich and 
Wachtel along the way. 

Kristen Walsh (10:l odds) - Last year in 
Memphis, Kristen fell victim to Brenda 
Kyzer in the quarterfinals. She has made the 
semifinals here in previous appearances and 
has maintained a Top 5 ranking for the past 
four years. She needs confidence and a good 
draw, maybe marriage is the secret 
ingredient. 

Elaine Albrecht (13:l odds) - Amazing 
how this event can bring out the best in a 
player and Elaine found it last year. She 
knock ed off two Top 10 players on the way to 
her first quarterfinal appearance at the 2006 
US OPEN. Now that she's tasted some 
success in a grand slam , is she hungry for 
more? 

Tammy Brown (20:l odds) -T he Boise 
native could be a real threat if she played 
more events. When Tammy takes the court 
with her power game, she can hold her ow n 
against anyone. She lacks that big win in her 
career to take her game to the next level. 

Adrienne Fisher (22:1 odds) - College 
has kept Adrienne busy this past season, but 
that hasn't prevented her from playing the 
tour. She lost a tough five-game match last 
year at the US OPEN to Grisar. H er 
powerfu l backhand may not be enough to 
carry her past the round of 16. 

Paola Longoria (25:1 odds) - This 18-
year-o ld phenom is an accomplished world 
junior champion and most recently the 2006 
Pan Am singles champ ion. Cou ld she become 
the youngest player ever to win this event ? 
Vamos Mexico! 

SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 07 I USA RACQUETBALL I 27 



Somethmg New for 2007! 
Choice Hotels US OPEN CPRT Preview 
by Doug Ganim 

An exciting new twist this year is the 
addition of the Classic Pro Racquetb all Tour to 
the US OPEN. Rather than just having 4 
players square off for the title, we decided to 
pull the entire Men's 40+ division into the fun . 
Therefore, the Men's 40+ (open to anyone 40 
and over) will be a ranking event on the CPRT 
this year. Significant prize money is being 
offered for the top four places and many former 
legends of the sport have already committed to 
compete. Players currently rank ed in the Top 8 
on the CPRT will start in the round of 16 while 
all other entries will work through a qualifying 
draw to reach the elite round of 16. Once we 
reach the finals, it will be played on Sunda y 
morning on the stunning portable Stadium 
Court. 

I predict that the 2007 US OPEN will 
feature the strongest Men's 40+ draw in the 
history of the sport of racquetball. It represents 
a bookmaker's nightmare, since there are 
literally 15 guys who can win the tournament. 
Here is the line on just some of the living 
legends you can expect to see compete at the US 
OPEN: 

Bret H amett (3-1) - Form er#l rank ed pro 
player in the world, Bret Harnett still possesses 
devastating power and a modern game-style. 

He has kept him self in tiptop shape and is used 
to dominating his compet ition. This left-hander 
will dazzl e everyone with his thunderous splat 
shots and raw power. Look for H arne tt to be a 
force to win the title. 

Woody Clouse (3-1) - Never made it to the 
top on the pro tour but is perhaps the most 
dangerous 40+ player in the world today (except 
for Cliff Swain who is not eligible to compete 
due to his curr ent top 16 ranking on the IRT). 
He is in incredible shape and has the most 
modern game-style of any CPRT player. Smart 
money would always have at least one bet on 
Woody to win. 

Ruben Gonzalez (4-1) - Former#l ranked 
player in the world , the living legend is now 54 
years old and is still a physical "freak of nature ." 
Although he is giving up quite a few years to 
many of his opponents in this draw Ruben still 
has as good a chance as any to win the title. 
Nobody has ever re-killed the ball better than 
Ruben in rallies and his "never say die" attitude 
often wears opponents out. 

Mike Ceresia (5-1) -A true competitor, this 
Canadian bag of energy is always entertaining to 
watch. H e is never happy on the court unless he 
is winning by 12 (which is rare) so fans can 
enjoy a true "gamer" in action. Don 't be fooled 

www.classlcproracquetba ll.com 

by his sour puss on the court. Nobody loves to 
compete more than Mike Ceresia! Regardless of 
who he is playing, Ceresia wiU find a way to be 
competitive and win points . 

Other hopeful attendees 
At the time of this writing, other CPRT 

regular s considering entering include former top 
ranked pro 's Mike Ray, Dan Obremski, Gerry 
Price, and Steve Lern er. If any or all of these 
guys show up, the pool of possible winners 
expands greatly. 

The perennials 
Perhaps the most active and sharp players of 

all are the amateurs who compete in the Men's 
40+ division at all the nat ional tourneys each 
year. Guys like John Amatuli, Keith Minor, 
Jimmy Lowe, Tom Travers, Brad McCunniff, 
and Tim Hansen are all capable of beating 
anyone in the draw and winn ing the title. As I 
said earlier in this article, the 2007 US OPEN 
will feature the strongest draw of Men's 40+ 
players every assembled in the sport of 
racquetball. For true racquetba ll fans, this 
division will offer yet another spectacle to enjoy 
at the US OPEN! 

The lineup & lowdown 
IRT 
Jack Huczek 
Jason Mann ino 
Rocky Carson 
Mit ch Williams 
Cliff Swain 
Sudsy Monchik 
Shane Vanderson 
Alvaro Beltran 
Jason Thoerner 
Ben Croft 

WPRO 
Christie Van Hees 
Rhonda Rajsich 
Cheryl Gudinas-Holmes 
Kerri Wachtel 
Brenda Kyzer 
Angela Grisar 
Kristen Walsh 
Adrienne Fisher 

CPRT 
Bret Harnett 
Woody Clouse 
Ruben Gonzalez 
Mike Ceresia 

Line 
2-1 
4-1 
6-1 
8-1 

10-1 
10-1 
11-1 
12-1 
20-1 
40-1 

2-1 
2.5-1 

3-1 
4-1 
7-1 
8-1 

10-1 
22-1 

3-1 
3-1 
4-1 
5-1 

Performance Factors/Burning Questions 
Not if but when will he win his 1st US OPEN? 
Effort will not be an issue. Could be t ime for #3! 
Needs to play multiple matches at his best to win. 
Just realizing how good he is. Bad news for rest of draw ! 
Will he come out of ret irement for another run? 
A boo kmakers nightmare ! A fan favor ite . 
Has to back up a match win with even more the next day. 
Does he have the fitness for back to back upsets? 
Loves to face the t op guys at the big events. 
Has proven he can pull upsets . Can he str ing them together? 

Can she join Sudsy as the only player to win 4? 
Lost t o Van Hees in 06. Has revenge on her mind! 
Does she have one more left in her? 
Champ in 2001 ! Will the magic return? 
Cinderella in 06 with 2nd place f inish. Can she win it all this year? 
The South American wonder will need to step it up to win in Memphis. 
Newlywed will need her best career performance to captu re the title . 
Has the power but lacks the game . When will she prove us all wrong? 

Former #1 in the world and still in great shape. 
Sharpest player with modern game-style. 
The "freak of nature" will be div ing everywhere . 
Gritty competitor. Always enterta ining to watch ! 
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TIPS FOR ATTENDING THE 2007 
CHOICE HOTELS US OPEN 

Tip #1: ENTER EARLY! 
The event has completely sold out each 
of the last three years. At 750 entries 
we cap the draw and last year we had 
to turn away nearly 50 people. Don't 
get shut out. Send in your entry today. 

Tip #2: ORDER TICKETS NOW! 
You must have a ticket to view any of 
the pro matches, and although the 
Stadium Court seats over 1,000, the 
event is always a sell-out from the 
quarters on. No-shows can free up 
some session tickets "at the door" but 
it's risky to wait. By far, the best deal is 
to purchase the ticket package ($99) for 
unlimited viewing for all pro matches for 
the entire week. This guarantees you a 
seat - but ticket packages are sold only 
in advance! 

Tip #3: ENTER TWO EVENTS 
Court time restrictions (and the large 
draw) do not allow us to offer 
consolation divisions, so we strongly 
recommend you enter two divisions to 
be guaranteed at least two matches. 
Although players are limited to just two 
divisions there are a couple of 
exceptions. First, if you would like to 
play "up" into the Men's or Women's 
Pro draw (perhaps just for the 
experience?) you can still play in two 
amateur divisions, for a total of three 
events. Second, if at least one of your 
divisions is doubles, you can play in any 
third event you choose. For these two 
exceptions only, a third event is 
permitted. 

Tip #4: STAY AT THE HOST HOTELS 
The official host hotels are the Comfort 
Inn & Suites and the SLEEP INN. By 
staying at the main host hotels you'll 
have the convenience of the 
complimentary shuttle running every 
half hour from the hotels to The 
Racquet Club and back and receive 
special room rates. These hotels will fill 
up VERY fast, so call to book your room 
immediately. For a complete list of 
hotels in the area offering special U.S. 
OPEN room blocks and rates visit 
www.choicehotelsusopen .com and click 
on "Hotels ." 

Tip #5: BRING NICE CLOTHES AND 
YOUR DANCING SHOES! 
One of the really fun part s of attend ing 
the U.S. OPEN is exper iencing the many 
even ing social activities offered , 
especially the Grand Gala - The Party 
with the Pro's. Racquetball or casua l 
attire is not allowed at this bash , so 
"dress to impress" will be the rule! 

Tip #6: LAST FLIGHT OUT ON 
SUNDAY 
Make sure you book the very latest 
flight you can get home on Sunday. The 
Men's Pro final is the last match of the 
tournament and you won't want to miss 
it. A packed house , booming music, 
laser light show introductions and the 
television cameras make th is an 
experience like no other in the sport . 
The match usually ends around 2:30 pm 
so any evening flight will do . Can't get a 
late flight out? Consider going home 
Monday morning . It will be worth it ! 

Keep these tips in mind when making 
plans to attend the 2007 Choice Hotels 
U.S. OPEN and you will have the inside 
track. Lastly, if you rea lly want to 
experience everything the event has to 
offer and you have a few bucks laying 
around earmarked for "gifts for myself" 
here are a couple ideas to treat yourself 
to the ultimate VIP weekend . 

PRO-AM DOUBLES FOR ST. JUDE: 
On the Tuesday night before the U.S. 
OPEN begins , a special fundraiser is 
held for the event's designated charity, 
St. Jude Children's Research Hospital. 
Have you ever dreamed of playing 
doubles with one of the best pro 
players in the world as YOUR partner? 
Well, here's your chance. For a $325 
donation to St. Jude you'll be one of 32 
lucky amateurs to be paired up with top 
ranked men and women pros to 
compete in a single elimination draw. 
The evening will be fully catered and 
each amateur player will receive an 
autographed racquet from their pro 
partner . This popular event has sold out 
each of the last 11 years , so call (800) 
234-5396 ext . 0 to request a Pro-Am 
Doubles Entry. The first 32 paid entrants 
will get the spots . 

PRO-AM DOUBLES FOR ST. 
JUDE CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL 

Want to treat yourself to an 
incredible racquetball experience 
while at the same time supporting a 
world-renowned charity devoted to 
caring for children with catastrophic 
illnesses? Well here may be your 
chance! On Tuesday evening Nov. 
13th at the 2007 Choice Hotels US 
OPEN 32 lucky amateurs will team 
up with the top stars on the IRT 
and WPRO for a special Pro-Am 
Doubles tournament. A $325 
donation gets you into the draw, 
until 32 commitments are received. 
The evening features free food and 
drink, an autographed racquet from 
your pro partner, and a 
complimentary portrait with your 
pro partner . 

Although this event has sold out 
each of the last 11 years, at the 
time of this writing there are still a 
handful of spots left. If you are 
interested in participating, call (800) 
234-5396 ext. 0 to register . 

GOLD BOX LUXURY SEATING. 
If you really want to go first class, 
consider purchasing a four-person, 
courtside GOLD Luxury Box. Most are 
already reserved for event sponsors, but 
a very limited number are available for 
individual purchase . The cost is $2,800 
for the week and includes 4 GOLD All­
Access credentials, a four-person 
stadium courtside Luxury Box with your 
name on it (table service included), and 
unlimited access throughout the week 
to the fully catered PRO/GOLD lounge 
(only Top 16 ranked pro's, event 
sponsors, and VIPs allowed). If you are 
interes ted , please call (614) 890-6073 to 
check Luxury Box availability for the 
2007 U.S. OPEN. 
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Classic Professional Racquetball 
Tour Signs Three New Players 
Ceresia, Obremski and Price Join 
Line-up 

Mike 
Ceresia 

Dan 
Obremski 

Ceresia also has 5 
World and 11 National 
Championships to his 
credit . 

Dan Obremsk i 
(Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania) -­
Obremski is a 2005 
inductee to the USA 
Racquetball Hall of 
Fame, a five-time 
National Doubles 
Champion, two -time 
World Doubles 
Champion, and two­
time IRT Tournament of 
Champions winner. 

Gerry Price 
(Danville, California)­
Price, 43, was a top­
five pro in the '80's 
following a junior 
career filled with 
national titles. 

Gerry Price Currently a firefighter, 
Price is a 15-time Olympic & World 
Firefight ing Games Gold Medalist. 

2007-08 CPRT SCHEDULE 

The CPRT has confirmed its complete 2007-
08 schedu le starting off whe re last season 
finished -- Las Vegas! 

September 7-9, 2007 

Las Vegas Doubles 

October 11-13, 2007 

Salem, OR 

November 15-17, 2007 

US OPEN - Memphis 

December 7-9, 2007 

Columbus, OH 
Watch for the second half of the 
season's dates to be announced on 
classicproracquetball.com. 

SANDELLO-JOHNSON PULL 
UPSET TO WIN CPRTWOR 
DOUBLES 

The sun was shining for the 
WOR Ektelon World 

racquetball pros competed for 
the $1,500 purse provided by 
the Classic Professional 
Racquetball Tour (CPRT ). 
Outdoor pros like Rob Hoff, 
Rick Sandel lo, Jeff Johnson 

CPRT outdoor finalists L 
to R: Bret Harnett, Mike 
Peters, Rick Sandello, 
Jeff Johnson 

With mor e than doubl e the 
team s than entered last year's 40+ 
division, the 16-team draw was 
down to the finals. Viewing was 
limited; there was no extra room! 
Tent s, portabl e sunshades and 
chairs lined the featured court . 
The crowd was amped and it 
was standing room only. 
Sandella and Johnson began by 
serving H arnett deep two-wall 
serves that left only Peters on the 
court to fend for himself. This 

and Mike Peters were battling against former 
indoor pros like Bret Harnett , Ed Andrews and 
Ruben Gonzalez. 

On the top of the draw holding the #1 seed 
was the team of Rob Hoff (2006 Men 's pro 
finalist) and Ruben Gonzalez. The #2 seed was 
the team of Bret Harnett and local pro Mike 
Peters. Filling in the #3 and #4 seed slots were 
the teams of Rick Sandello/J eff Johnson and 
Mickey Guido/Pau l Dylewski. 

The action began on Friday with awesome 
first round match -ups. Florida standouts Ken 
Grandy and Dave Smith showed local Southern 
California outdoor veterans John Ivers and 
Georges Barrera that the state of Florida was in 
the house and was a force to be reckoned with. 
Their thunder was short lived when they were 
beaten by Hoff and Gonza lez. Other 
quarterfinal match -ups included Ed Andrews 
and Scott Winters losing to Sandella and 
Johnson. The bottom half of the draw was 
packed full of excitement as Dennis French and 
Mike Beltran lost a tough 11-4 tie breaker to 
Dylewski and Guido . Lastly, H arnett and Peters 
made quick work of Jimmy Banuelos and 
Roland Grassl. Banuelos and Grassl had their 
hands full as Peters was doing his very best to 
coach the Classic indoor pro in the "outdoor" 
ways. Peter s' diligent schooling paid off as he 
and Harn ett literally "rolled" past Dylewski and 
Guido in a hard fought 11-9 tie breaker in the 
semifinals . The second semifinal match 
featured Hoff and Gonzalez versus Sandella 
and John son. Th e latter knew they had to step it 
up a notch to beat the seasoned vets and did just 
that by converting multi-shot rallies and hitting 
plenty of bombs for winners. Th e #1 seeds went 
down and the finals were set with Sandella and 
Johnson playing Harn ett and Peters. 

strategy paid off as they cruised 
to an easy 15-7 win. The tables quickly turn ed 
as Harnett and Peters began diving and re­
killing to put pressure on the two outdoor vets. 
Harnett and Peters won the second game 15-6 
and anxiously awaited the tiebreaker. With 
num erous sideout s, Sandella and Johnson took a 
quick lead but Harnett and Peter s thr ew a 
mixed bag oflobs and rollouts to bring the game 
to 10-10. Harnett served 
and Sandella barely got a 
racquet on the service 
return to hit a frame kill, 
get back in the service 
box and eventually close 
out the match! 

CPRT #1 Ruben Gonzalez & Rob Hoff 
serving in the semis; Bret Harnett serving 
on the way to the finals; Racquetball leg­
end Ed Andrews came outdoor & teamed 
with Ektelon's Scott Winters 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------- ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------
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CARSON & RAJSICH BRIGHTEST STARS 
AT WOR EKTELON WORLD 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

"The Biggest & The Best!" That was 
that was the comment heard around the 
event throughout the week. This year's 
WOR Ektelon World Championships 
0uly 12-15) brought to Huntington Beach 
all the top stars of the outdoor game 
highlight ed this year by the #I ranked 
indoor player, Jack Huczek! Hucz ek hit 
the So Cal short wall courts for the first 
time and showed why he is so dominant, 
running through the Pro Singles draw 
until he ran into thr ee-tim e champion and 
#1 outdoor player, Rocky Carson. The 
two #1 's put on a show, but Carson proved 
too good and too experienced. Carson 
later made it a WOR sweep when he 
teamed with #1 rank ed WOR doubles 
player Rob Hoff to win the Pro Doub les 
over Greg Solis and Clubber Lane in a 
thr illing match. Fe llow Ektelon team 
membe r Rhonda Rajsich one-upped 
Rocky by winn ing all th ree events she 
entered: Wome n's, Mixed, & Women's 
Doubles. Ama teur players from twelve 

states, including a large gro up from 
Florida plus overflow spectato rs, 
communed with the sun and perpetual 
barbecue to mak e this year 's event the best 
party in Huntingt on Beach. On e of the 
most exciting aspects was the number and 
quality of juniors hittin g the outdoor 
courts. 

At the top in the 18 + Under Singles, 
14-year-old Jose Diaz from Stockton , 
Ca lifornia took home the title with a 21-20 
victory over 17-year-old Brandon Davis of 
Fountain Valley. 

Congratulations 
to Champions 
crowned at the 
WOR Ektelon 
World 
Championships in 
Huntington Beach, 
California! 

Rhonda Rajsich Rocky Carson 

2007WOR EKTELONWORLD CHAMPIONS 

I 

Congratulations to Champions crowned at the WOR Ektelon World Championships in Huntington Beach, California! 

RESULTS 
PRO 
PRO SINGLES:- Rocky Carson 
PRO DOUBLES: Rob Hoff / Rocky Carson 
CPRT 40+ Pro Doubles : Jeff Johnson / Rick Sandello 
CPRT 40+ Pro Doubles Consolation: John Ivers / Georges Barrera 

AMATEUR SINGLES 
Open: Mike Orr 
A: Robby Johnson 
B: Jose Diaz 
C: Darrin McNally 
40+: John Ivers 
50+: Craig Powell 
Women's: Rhonda Rajsich 

AMATEUR DOUBLES 
Open: Jesus Ustarroz I Jesus Ocana 
A: Chris McDonald / Jack McDonald 
B: Joe Mears I Ramiro Gil 
50+ : Greg McDonald / Martha McDonald 
Women's: Martha McDonald / Rhonda Rajsich 
Mixed Upper: John Ellis / Rhonda Rajsich 
Mixed Lower: Darrell Baricuatro I Jennifer Carson 

JUNIORS 
Singles 10 & Under : Nick Sandello 
Singles 12 & Under : Dane Kazem 
Singles 14 & Under : Sam Barrera 
Singles 18 & Under : Jose Diaz 
Doubles : Andrew Martin / David Nguyen 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Racquetball Association 
of Michigan 
What would you say is the key to 
having a successful state 
organization? 

It is essential to have a large, motivated 
group ofleaders involved. The Racquetball 
Association of Michigan Board of Directors is 
fortunate to include many of Michigan's 
racquetball leaders. As we know, it takes a 
lot of volunteer time to keep an organization 
innovating and growing; our Board members 
always lead the way. Outside of their Board 
duties, our members run most of Michigan's 
local tournaments; they repr esent each of the 
racquet manufacturers including most of the 
state's regional coordinators; and they are 
influenti al in their own clubs as instructors 
and prog ram directors. 

What are the most successful 
programs in your state? 

Like most states, we are always looking to 
grow the sport. Last season RAM Board 
Member Don Schopieray proposed and ran a 
Junior Fantastic Four Racquetball Series with 
assistance from the Board and the local 
tournaments. Four tournaments were 
selected to host special Junior divisions where 
they competed based on skill level, not age. 
Points were accumu lated by participation in 
each event as well as winning, Any Junior 
who played_regjve d a special prize and 
overall series champions were crowned at the 
year-end banquet . It increased participation , 
rewarded the Juniors who competed in each 
event, and produced some very competitive 
matches. Over a third of the matches went to 
a tie-breaker! In its first year, this initiative 
was a huge success and we can't wait for the 
coming season. (Note: We are working on a 
similar program for Women players 
throughout the 2007-2008 season.) 

What is the #1 complaint that you 
hear as USA racquetball state 
representative? 

We all hear the comments about the 
membership fee. Person ally, I've never felt it 
to be a real deterrent, but more of an excuse. 
While we all need to be careful about how we 
spend our money, many of the people who 
give this as a reason for not playing 
tournaments are usually on their way to drop 
$35 on dinner and a beverage or two. 

A more realistic complaint is that we are 
all busy. The players of the "Glory Days" of 
the 1970s and 1980s now have kids, and 
grandkids, and a million other priorities. 

What we all need 
to focus on is that 
this is a sport for all 
ages. If you play, 
bring your kids 

out. Bring your By Twayne Howard 
grandkids out. It 's 
a great excuse to 
get some exercise, 
have some fun and spend some quality time 
with them. We need to continue to get 
people back onto the courts. 

During your tenure, what would you 
consider as your state's greatest 
accomplishment? 

RAM has many things to be proud of. 
Since I joined, our Board has grown from 6 
members to 12, we have kept a consistent 
membership base despite the challenges we 
all face, we have expanded from 3 
or 4 tournaments to 15 
tournaments spread across the 
state, and we continue to develop 
new exciting and innovative 
programs to help the sport grow. 

If you could share some 
advice what would it be? 

It's simp le: If you want 
racqu etball to continue to grow, 
pitch in and help. 

It doesn't take much . You can 
play in a couple tourn aments. You 
can bring a friend back to 
racquetbal l. You can bring a relative 
or friend to racquetball for the first time. 
You can sponsor a local tournament . If you 
see a kid hitting on a court by him self, ask if 
he want s to play a game . Don't we all want 
to make sure we have someone to play in 20 
years? Start with a kid! 

Find a way to support the game. If you 
have a nice tournament shirt, wear it out in 
public and talk about the sport. I'm amazed 
how many people will wear a golf club shirt, 
but not one from their racquetball club. Or 
perhaps they 'll wear a t-shirt from a 3-on-3 
basketball tournament but not a racquetball 
tournament . It pays to advertise. 

What makes racquetball in your state 
special? 

Michigan has a rich history in the annals 
of Racquetball. We boast some of the grea test 
pros in history, from Mike Yellen to Steve 
Keeley to current #1 Jack Hu czek. The 
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RAM Hall of Fame includes Stu Hastings, 
one of the greatest clinicians the sport has 
ever known; leaders of the national 
organizat ions, from Dr. Jim Hiser , to Jim 
Easterling to Ron Puddock; and National 
and World Champi ons from Craig Finger to 
Chr is Cole to Jimmy Floyd and Joel Bonnett. 
Our futur e looks bright as well with a 
vibrant and growing Juniors program. 

STATE BOARD MEMBERS: 
Twayne Howard - President 
Jack White - Vice President 
Don Schopieray - Secretary 
Tom Blakeslee - Treasurer 
Randy Pagels - Webmaster 
Ron Barton 
Joseph Budzynski 
Alan Coyle 
Lewis Forrest 
Sharon Huczek 
Daniel Mullin 
Paula Saad 

Membership Strength : 440 

Lifetime Members : 3 

Major Colleges/Universities, to name 
just a few: 

• The University of Michigan 

• Michigan State University 

• Central Michigan University 

• Western Michigan University 

• Eastern Michigan University 

• Grand Valley State University 

• Saginaw Valley State University 

• Ferris State University 

• Lake Superior State University 

• Northern Michigan University 



Setting a new standard for power and 

performance, HEAD's new Extreme Series of 

racquets feature MicroGEL, Metallix and Flexpoint 

PWR technologies. Extreme racquets are the new 

weapon of choice for #1 ranked IRT pro Jack 

Huczek and the rest of the HEAD pro team. 

Experience the ultimate ROCK SOLID POWER! 

•ranking as of 5/07 

extreme 
170 

extreme 
180 

extreme 
190 

head.com 



NMRA2007 
INTERNATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS by Bruce Adams , NMRA Secretary 

T he 2007 Na tional 
Masters Racquetball 
Association's (NMRA's) 
International 
Champ ionships were 
held July 25th-28th at 
the beautiful Athletic 
Club of Ove rland 
Park, Kansas. The 
facility has nine courts 
on thr ee levels; a full­

service Pro Shop; spacious locker rooms; full­
service bar with viewing of two courts with 
full back glass walls. There is also a sister 
club, the Fox Hill Club, about two miles 
away with six courts. Both venues 
accommodated 192 participants in singles, 
doubles and mixed doubles divisions. There 
were 24 divisions from 45 years young to 90+ 
years younger, with 14 divisions in doubles. 
Additionally, there were about 50 first-time 
NMRA players in the tournament . 

Ther e was the usual celebratory banquet, 
and this year the theme was based on The 
Wizard of Oz (naturally, since we were in 
Kansas). The theme included the video of 
the movie on two large screens and sound 
clips throughout the evening. The program 
opened with a color guard from Boy Scout 
Troop 222 from Stanley, Kansas presenting 
the colors of the United States and the State 
of Kansas. Troopers Luke MacKenzie, Andy 
Romisch and Matt Schmitz then led us all in 
the Pledge of Allegiance. All thr ee 
participants got a roaring round of applause 
when it was mentioned that they are 
members of the Kansas Junior Racquetball 
Program. 

Former ma ratho ner, 
locomotive fireman and 
NM RA Board membe r 
Ken Moore of California 
became the 33rd inductee 
into the N MRA H all of 
Fame. Ken had eight 
guests witn ess this historic 
moment, including his lovely wife Claudi a. 
The H all of Fame held its first ceremony in 
1996 when 19 people were inducted . Amos 
Rosenbloom received the Sportsperson 
Award from his doubles partner Cap Hiles. 

Mike Martin celebrated his 80th birthday 
on Friday while at the tournament. His four 
children had not seen him play before 
Thursday of that week . So they got to see 
him play, attended the banquet and had a 
surpris e cake rolled into the ballroom when 
the 220 banquet attendees sang "Happy 
Birthday." 

Some of the winn ers: Shari Coplen, 
Lynette Froehlich and Sharon Huczek in the 
Women 's 45, 50 and 55, respectively; Dave 
Negr ete, Thomas Travers and Tony Upkes in 
the Men's 45, 50 and 55; and Troy Stallings / 
Laura Fenton, Carm en Alatorr e-Martin / 
Frank Tadd onio, and Tony Upk es / Nancy 
Kronenfeld in the 45, 50 and 55 Mixed 
Doubl es. For complete results of the NMRA 
Intern ational Champion ships, go to the 
NMRA website at www .nmra.info or go to 
the R2Sports Virtu al Tournam ent Bracket 
Software website www. R2Sports.com for 
even mor e details on the event and 
player/division results. 

34 I USA RACQUETBALL I SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 07 

The Board of Director s decided at 
Portl and , O regon to use the R2Sports.com 
tourn ament software for this event . "T here 
was a 30% entr y rate using the software," 
noted Treasurer Steve Cohen. "We approved 
a couple of changes to the software to handle 
our event. One such change was double 
round robins." Tou rnament directors Tom 
Curr an and Jim Elliott enjoyed having the 
softw are's database to manage draws, court 
scheduling, members hips and scorecards. 
Players and spectators got to watch for Live 
Matches, Upcomi ng Matches and Recent 
Matches on a 42" screen. Tha nks to Dave 
Neg rete for use of his pagers to ease the 
bur den of "tracking down players when the 
court is ready." The re were 42 wome n (22% 
of the entr ants) participating in the 
tourn ament and we are already raising the 
bar for the next tourn ament . 

N ine sponsors supp orted the N MRA 2007 
Intern ational Championship s: Ektelon; IRT 
Pro Tour ; Lamar Donut s; Marriott H otels; 
Overland Park Athl etic Club; OneShot; 
Liberty Fruit ; Miller Brewing Compan y; and 
the Overl and Park Visitors Bureau. 

The purpose of the NMRA is to promote 
the sport of racquetball "for the player 45+ 
years of age who has a desire to compete 
against some of the finest masters players in 
the world through Sportsmanship­
Camaraderie -Friendship-Competition. " Two 
round-robin tournaments are held annually , 
typically west in March and east in July. 
Membership is over 1,000 players, and first­
time members can play their first tournament 
for free. 

The NMRA would love to have you join 
us in Orem, Utah from March 4th-8th, 2008 
for the National Championships. Orem is 
about 40 miles south of Salt Lake City, near 
Provo . There is plenty of racquetball, 
hospitality and touristy things to do in the 
Wild, Wild West of the United States, 
including skiing and snowboarding . Check 
out www.nmra.info for the upcoming 
application and other information about the 
tournament. We hope to see you there! 

As always, we are looking for sites for 
future tournaments. If you know of a club 
(or clubs) with 20 courts or more that would 
love to host our friendly members, please 
contact Paul Banales at 
banstoll@peoplepc.com or any of the NMRA 
Board of Di rectors to get the ball rolling. 



Elite Racquetball Camp 
FindingYour Inner Self 

Two more campers share 
thoughts from Elite Racquetball 
Camp: 

There is something about the Elite Racquetball 
Camp in Colorado Springs that cannot be expressed 
in words, but rather via the gamut of emotions that 
are experienced throughout the week spent at the 
Olympic Training Center. Imagine the possibility 
of attending the Elite Racquetball Camp . Imagine 
arriving at the Colorado Springs airport and being 
greeted by Coach Jim Winterton and #1 WPRO 
Rhonda Rajsich. Imagine being on the Olympic 
Training Center campus, catching sight of the 
Olympic rings, viewing the impressive statues, and 
signing in at the athlete center . Imagine waking up 
at 6am to crisp mountain air and running 2.5 miles : 
imagination meets reality. 

I arrived at the elite camp unsure I would 
complete all the running. I was scared and 
intimidated about the challenges that lay ahead. 
Are you interested in Elite Racquetball Camp next 
year? Are you questioning if you can do it? Are 
you wondering if you can run every morning? I am 
here to tell you that you can do it. There is an 
amazing bond that develops from the moment you 
meet the other campers. Positive energy, 
enthusiasm, and motivation -- this is what will help 
you find your own inner self. 

Five women attended the elite camp this year. 
Sophia (Mexico), an amazing 14-year-old 
racquetball player, all heart, tried desperately to 
teach me Spanish; it was a losing battle. Tara (New 
York) was an incredible motivator for the other 
campers during the Hell Day simulation run . Ly 
(Alaska) was an inspiration . Genevieve (Ohio) 
taught me that everyone has their own fears and 
struggles, but together we can go further than we 
thought possible! 

I grew up in the country with a huge supportiv e 
family. High school, college and grad school were 
relatively easy for me. I loved solving problems and 
decided to become an engineer. Masters in 
Electrical Engineering - piece of cake. I worked 
with robots, prosthetic arms, proprietary high 
frequ ency microchips. Then one day, my life 
changed drastically. Nine years ago I had an 
ischemic stroke in the left side of my brain . I wok e 
up, disoriented , dizzy, confused, unst able, and 
unable to communicat e. The doctor s told me I 
would never return to engin eering, that I might not 
get any better, that I might not walk, talk or think 
the same way again. I was not able to communicate 
my thoughts effectively. My career was gone . 

Five months later, it happened again. I had to 
learn how to talk, walk and think all over again. A 
lot of people call me resilient, persistent, tenacious . 
But I only did what I thought I had to do . And 
today, I am an amazement to doctors and 
therapists. 

by Kim Roy - Tampa, FL 

Think back in your life ... is ther e somethin g 
that you never imagined accomplishing ? Is there 
something that you wanted so much that you dug 
deep and committ ed your heart and soul to 
achieving that goal ? Life is about finding that 
inner place ... that place you didn't think you could 
get to . . . the place that you must get to in order to 
meet higher goals. This camp taught me that I was 
able to get back to that place. 

Looking back at my camp notes, I see so many 
different racqu etball topics that we covered: 

Aerobi c Conditioning ; Dynamic and Static 
Stretching; Video Analysis; Foreh and/ Backhand; 
Serves/ Return of Serve; Doubles; What it Takes to 
be #1; Learnin g from your failures; Getting your 
mind into the Now ; Foot work I Agility Training; 
Visualization ; Sport s Psychology; Goal Setting; 
Obstacle s/ Distractions; Weight Training. What I 
rememb er most is a short conversation with Jo 
Shattuck and Rhonda Rajsich about pushing myself 
beyond my known limitations to achieve my goals. 
I thought a lot that particular day and realized I 
had the capacity to do whatever I wanted to do in 
life. I had don e it before and I was about to do it 
again! 

For me, this camp was about finding my inner 
strength, power and confidenc e. And being able to 
retrieve it on demand! It is about doing and 
achieving exactly what I didn't think I could do but 
wanted to do. Dig deep . Dr eam high . Imagine 
success. And , meet me in Colorado Springs next 
summer for the Elite Camp! Contact me anytim e 
via e-mail at kimb erly_roy@hotmail.com . 

"This racquetball camp is very 
intense and the toughest camp you 
will ever attend . There is not a 
better place to hold a racquetball 
camp than the Olymp ic Training 
Center in Colorado Springs. This 
was an experience of a lifetime. I 
was being trained by the best 
racquetball coaches ever and some 
of the top pros on tour. When I 
heard about the coaching staff, I 
knew I would need to be in the best 
shape of my life just to survive." 
Joey Salamone, age 16 

"l had a great time at this camp, 
one I will never forget . It pushed 
me physically and mentally to my 
limits every day. I definitely want to 
come back next year and hope I get 
the opportunity. This camp is very 
demanding, but if you attend it will 
bring your game to the next level. 
You will return home with memories 
that will last you a lifetime. My dad 
once told me, "The most important 
th ing that will happen during my 
racquetball career will be the 
friendships that I will make along 
the way." I have made a lot of 
friendships already and just think, 
I'm only 15 years old . I look forward 
to much more to come." - Nick 
Montalbano, age 15 

Front Row (Muhammad Diab, Nuri Diab, Ben Kinsces, Tara Dimaggio, Kim Roy, Sophia 
Rascon, Robert Hoffman, Nick Hoffman, Coach Jim Winterton) 
Row 2 (Coach Dennis Fisher, IRT Pro Mitch Williams (U.S. National Champion}, 
Christopher Knight, Asher Cohen, Rajiv Varadarajan, John Sanderson, Paul Marsek, Ray 
Godefroid, Clayton Newberry, Genevieve Washington) 
Row 3 (Doug Holt, Mauro Barbarosa, Ly Abbott, Anthony Bess, Wil Mercado, Kevin 
Kissel, Matt Vonderheide, Chris Milkes, Scott Hack, Miguel Prudencio, WPRO Jo Shattuck, 
WPRO Rhonda Rajsich (U.S. National Champion)) 
Row 4 (Galen Reding, Randy Buffington , Richie Aaron , Matt Gillette, Nick Montalbano, 
Joey Salamone, Joe Hoffman , Andrew Lickenbrock, Andrew Zack, Spencer Rusch) 

------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------. -------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------ ----- ---- ----- --------------------------------

SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 07 I USA RACQUETBALL I 35 



Junior Olympic 
Championship 
Michelle Key and Jose Rojas Dominate the 18's. 

Wit h U.S. Junior Team positions on the 
line, the U.S. Jun ior Olymp ic Champio nship 
is the prem ier junio r event of the year! This 
year's team, selected from the winners of the 
Junior Olympics, will travel to Cochabamba, 
Bolivia from December 14th-20th to compete 
in the IRF Junio r World Championships. 
Although the U.S. is not the favored team 
( they placed second in the last three IRF 
events), this year's team should prove strong. 
In 2007, the U.S. lost by only 24 points. 
Althoug h normally dom inant in the Boys' 18 
& Under, the U.S. accumu lated O points in 
2006. With Jose Rojas, Ishmael Aldana and 
Allen Crockett all possible competito rs in the 
!S's, the U.S. could avenge its 2006 defeat and 
provide the needed margin of victory for the 
U.S. 

Here are some high lights from the June 
tournament, held in Tempe, Arizona: 

Outstanding Accomplishment - Triple 
Gold Medalist 

Aubrey O'Brie n,14, meda led in Girls' 14 
& Under Singles, Girls' 14 & Under Doub les 
and Mixed 14 & Unde r Doubles . 

Best Overall Team 
Boasting the most team members 

attending, Team California racked up 919.5 
points, finally replacing Oregon as the #1 
Junio r team in the U.S. T he two states' 
teams have been neck-and- neck for the past 
seven years. 

Biggest Upset 
Seeded #7 going into the event, H olly 

H ettesheimer defeated #2 seed Kara Mazur 
in the Girls' 18 & Under quarterfina ls. T his 

is the first time Ho lly has defeated Kara in a 
nationa l event. 

Most Dominant Display 
In the Boys' 16 & Unde r, Jose Rojas, 16, 

played 5 matches with no opponent 
accumu lating over 5 points in any one game. 
Jose also won the Boys' 18 & Under Singles. 

Almost as Dominant 
In the Gi rls' 18 & Under, Michelle Key, 18 

breezed through to the Gold by winning 
every match in two straight games and never 
allowing her opponents to score doub le digits 
many game. 

Most Impressive Newcomer 
Unseeded in Gi rls 12 & Under, Kelani 

Bailey upset the #2 and #3 seeds on her way 
to winning the Gold and earn ing a position 
on the U.S. Junior Esprit Team. 

Most Entertaining 
Dylan Reid vs. Jose Diaz 
Divisions-Boys 14 Singles 
Dylan fought back from a 10-7 deficit and 

overcame 4 service opportu nities by Jose to 
win the matc h. Both players exhibited 
unbelievable shot making and diving abilities 
combined with great sportsmans hip and 
entreating athletic ism. 

Stats 
Top 4 seeds reaching the semifinals - 85.7 % 
Entr ies by gender - 78% Male, 22% Fema le 
Played 2 divisions - 54.2% 
Played 3 divisions - 32.7% 
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Event Sponsor .penn 
Presented by I-IEAC> . 

Aubrey O'Brien and Jacob Pritchard 

Jose Rojas and Michelle Key 

Dylan Reid 

' 



BOYS B6/8MB - ROUND ROBIN 
1st: Sean Henry - Georgetown, IN 
2nd : Jack Kulju - Seattle, WA 
3rd : Christian Ulliman - Westerville, OH 

BOYS 8 & UNDER GOLD - OLYMPIC FORMAT 
1st: Jordan Barth - Cold Spring, MN 
2nd: Justus Benson - Sun Prairie, WI 
3rd : Warren Bailey 

BOYS 8 & UNDER BLUE - OLYMPIC FORMAT 
1st: Mauro Rojas - Stockton, CA 
2nd : Jack Kulju - Seattle, WA 
3rd : Sean Henry - Georgetown, IN 

BOYS 8 & UNDER RED - OLYMPIC FORMAT 
1st: Spencer McCarthy - Mesa, AZ. 
2nd: Jordan Birnel - Bellingham, WA 

BOYS 10 & UNDER GOLD - OLYMPIC FORMAT 
1st: Spencer Shoemaker - Findlay, OH 
2nd : Sam Bredenbeck - Marine On St Croix, MN 
3rd : Ryan Francis - Litchfield, NH 

BOYS 10 & UNDER BLUE - OLYMPIC FORMAT 
1st: Kyle Ulliman - Westerville, OH 
2nd : Zachary Walz - Grand Forks, ND 
3rd : Matt McAdam - Englewood, CO 

BOYS 10 & UNDER RED - OLYMPIC FORMAT 
1st: Jesse Mendoza - Tucson, AZ. 
2nd : Esteban Diaz - Stockton, CA 
3rd : Cory Zeng - Troy, Ml 

BOYS 10 & UNDER WHITE - OLYMPIC FORMAT 
1st: Jordan Barth - Cold Spring, MN 
2nd : Derek Lynn - Odenton, MD 
3rd : Justus Benson - Sun Prairie, WI 

BOYS 12 & UNDER GOLD - OLYMPIC FORMAT 
1st: Zachary Wertz - Kenner, LA 
2nd: Sam Reid - Portland, OR 
3rd: John (Steven) Lindsay 

BOYS 12 & UNDER BLUE - OLYMPIC FORMAT 
1st: Trevor Deason - Whittman, AZ. 
2nd: Sawyer Lloyd - Petaluma, CA 
3rd: Robert Hemphill - Fosters, AL 

BOYS 12 & UNDER RED - OLYMPIC FORMAT 
1st: Sean Cooperrider - Palm Harbor, FL 
2nd : Nicholas Riffel - Loveland, CO 
3rd: Matthew Wray - Huron, OH 

BOYS 12 & UNDER WHITE - OLYMPIC FORMAT 
1st: Paul Frondorf - Arlington , VA 
2nd: Steven Boyle - Beaverton, OR 
3rd: Matthew Mejia 

BOYS 14 & UNDER GOLD - OLYMPIC FORMAT 
1st: Marco Rojas - Stockton, CA 
2nd: Dylan Reid - Portland , OR 
3rd : Jose Diaz, Jr. - Stockton, CA 

BOYS 14 & UNDER BLUE - OLYMPIC FORMAT 
1st: Joshua Hungerford - Milwaukie, OR 
2nd: Jacob Boyle - Beaverton , OR 
3rd: Alex Guzman - Stockton, CA 

BOYS 14 & UNDER RED - OLYMPIC FORMAT 
1st: William Craig - San Antonio, TX 
2nd : Kamal Lachmansingh - Chesapeake, VA 
3rd : Ryan Kelly 

BOYS 14 & UNDER WHITE - OLYMPIC FORMAT 
1st : Doug Ganim, Jr. - Westerville, OH 
2nd: Gunner Sledgeski - Crofton, MD 
3rd: Mark Brower - Hudson, OH 

BOYS 16 & UNDER GOLD - OLYMPIC FORMAT 
1st: Jose Rojas - Stockton, CA 
2nd : Taylor Knoth - Milwaukie, OR 
3rd: Bradley Kirch - Syracuse, NY 

BOYS 16 & UNDER BLUE - OLYMPIC FORMAT 
1st: Tyler Otto - Chesterfield, MO 
2nd : Eric Lampley - Southaven, MS 
3rd : Michael Bone 

BOYS 16 & UNDER RED- OLYMPIC FORMAT 
1st: Brian Nichols - Auburn, WA 
2nd : Justin Ivers - Murrieta, CA 
3rd : Jeffrey Pyne 

BOYS 16 & UNDER WHITE- OLYMPIC FORMAT 
1st: Jared lmhausen - Medford, OR 
2nd : Jonathan Alvarado - Bedford, NH 
3rd: Todd Elias Jr. 

BOYS 18 & UNDER GOLD - OLYMPIC FORMAT 
1st: Jose Rojas - Stockton, CA USA 
2nd: Ismael Aldana, Jr. - Stockton, CA 
3rd: Allan Crockett - Birmingham, AL 

BOYS 18 & UNDER BLUE - OLYMPIC FORMAT 
1st: Brandon Callihan - Peoria , AZ. 
2nd: Grant Stalley - Beaverton, OR 
3rd: David Horn - Stockton, CA 

BOYS 18 & UNDER RED - OLYMPIC FORMAT 
1st: J. Benjamin Spooner - Manakin, VA 
2nd : Johnny Melgaard - Coeur D'Alene , ID 
3rd: Danny Salamone 

BOYS 18 & UNDER WHITE - OLYMPIC FORMAT 
1st : Eric Atchison - Northfield, MN 
2nd : Nick Johnson - Northfield , MN 
3rd : Kyle Fosdick 

BOYS DOUBLES 10 & UNDER - SINGLE 
ELIMINATION 

1st : Kyle Ulliman / Spencer Shoemaker 
2nd: Matt McAdam / Sam Bredenbeck 
3rd : Jake Birnel / Ryan Francis 

BOYS DOUBLES 12 & UNDER - SINGLE 
ELIMINATION 

1st: Adam Manilla / Sean Cooperrider 
2nd : John (Steven) Lindsay / Sam Reid 
3rd : Mitchell Hardin / Sawyer Lloyd 

BOYS DOUBLES 14 & UNDER - SINGLE 
ELIMINATION 

1st: Dylan Reid / Joseph Lee 
2nd : Jose Diaz, Jr. / Marco Rojas 
3rd : Chase Stanley / Zachary Wertz 

---------------·. --------------- ------ -------- - -------- ---------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- - -
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BOYS DOUBLES 16 & UNDER- SINGLE ELIMINATION 
1st: Jake Bredenbeck / Taylor Knoth 
2nd : John-Craig Chisholm / Bradley Kirch 
3rd: Miguel Wiggins / Trevor Snyders 

BOYS DOUBLES 18 & UNDER - SINGLE ELIMINATION 
1st: Ismael Aldana, Jr. / Danny Lavely 
2nd : Allan Crockett / Jonathan Doyle 
3rd : Jacob Hutkins / Jansen Allen 

GIRLS G6/8MB - ROUND ROBIN 
1st: Jordan Cooperrider - Palm Harbor , FL USA 
2nd : Mary Zeng - Troy, Ml USA 
3rd : Christina Lavely - Cuyahoga, FL 

GIRLS 8 & UNDER GOLD - OLYMPIC FORMAT 
1st: Erica Manilla - Centennial, CO 
2nd : Jordan Cooperrider - Palm Harbor , FL 
3rd : Mary Zeng - Tray, Ml 

GIRLS 8 & UNDER RED - OLYMPIC FORMAT 
1st: Sierra Reid - Portland, OR 
2nd : Kaitlyn Boyle - Beaverton , OR 
3rd: Victoria Leon 

GIRLS 10 & UNDER GOLD - OLYMPIC FORMAT 
1st: Elizabeth Vargas - Aurora, CO 
2nd : Erica Manilla - Centennial , CO 
3rd : Alicia Fladstol - Conrad, Ml 

GIRLS 10 & UNDER RED - OLYMPIC FORMAT 
1st: Kaitlyn Simmons - Crofton, MD 
2nd : Abby Carter - Tampa, FL 
3rd: Krystle Boyle - Beaverton, OR 

GIRLS 12 & UNDER GOLD- OLYMPIC FORMAT 
1st: Kelani Bailey - Norfolk , VA 
2nd : Sabrina Viscuso - Auburn, CA 
3rd: Mercedes Arias - Ann Arbor, Ml 

GIRLS 12 & UNDER RED- OLYMPIC FORMAT 
1st: Samantha Simmons - Crofton, MD 
2nd : Abbey Lavely - Cuyahoga Falls, OH 
3rd : Victoria Fladstol - Conrad, MI 

GIRLS 14 & UNDER GOLD - OLYMPIC FORMAT 
1st: Aubrey O'Brien -Auburn , CA 
2nd : Devon Pimentelli - San Bruno, CA 
3rd : Courtney Chisholm - Malborough , MA 

GIRLS 14 & UNDER BLUE- OLYMPIC FORMAT 
1st: Jessica Munoz - Burlington, WA 
2nd : Jacquelyn Rosado - Meriden, CT 
3rd: Anna Thorndike - Medford, OR 

GIRLS 14 & UNDER RED - OLYMPIC FORMAT 
1st: Amanda Lindsay - Oregon City, OR 
2nd: Elizabeth Simmons - Crofton , MD 
3rd : Savannah McVay 

GIRLS 16 & UNDER - ROUND ROBIN 
1st: Sheryl Lotts - Bedford, OH 
2nd: Danielle Key - Gilbert , AZ 
3rd: Kaylea Henderson 

---·-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------. -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------· 
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GIRLS 18 & UNDER GOLD - OLYMPIC FORMAT 
1st: Michelle Key - Gilbert , AZ. 
2nd: Sharon Jackson - Shelbyville, IN 
3rd : Samantha McGuffey - Cincinnati , OH 

GIRLS 18 & UNDER BLUE - OLYMPIC FORMAT 
1st: Gabriell e Shnurman - Prole, IA 
2nd: Sue Sublaban - Stockton , CA 
3rd: Teresa Diaz - Stockton , CA 

GIRLS 18 & UNDER RED - OLYMPIC FORMAT 
1st: Brittany Legge t - Klamath Falls, OR 
2nd : Shanae Taylor - Shelbyville , IN 
3rd: Emily Melgaard - Coeur Dalene, ID 

GIRLS 18 & UNDER WHITE - OLYMPIC FORMAT 
1st: Kara Donnithorne - Salem, OR 
2nd: Cassi Dieringer - Oregon City, OR 

GIRLS DOUBLES 10 & UNDER - ROUND ROBIN 
1st: Abby Carter / Kaitlyn Simmons 
2nd: Ashley O 'Brien / Julia Lanman 
3rd : Ashley Boyle / Krystle Boyle 

GIRLS DOUBLES 12 & UNDER - ROUND ROBIN 
1st: Hollee Hungerford / Sabrina Viscuso 
2nd: Abbey Lavely / Elizabeth Vargas 
3rd : Alicia Fladstol / Victoria Fladstol 

GIRLS DOUBLES 14 & UNDER- ROUND ROBIN 
1st: Aubrey O 'Brien / Lily Berry 
2nd : Courtney Chisholm / Devon Pimentelli 
3rd : Jacquelyn Rosado / Samantha Rosado 

GIRLS DOUBLES 16 & UNDER - ROUND ROBIN 
1st: Danielle Key / Sheryl Lotts 
2nd: Brianna Ho / Jessica Munoz 
3rd: Kaylea Henderson / Savannah McVay 

GIRLS DOUBLES 18 & UNDER - ROUND ROBIN 
1st: Kara Mazur / Samantha McGuffey 
2nd : Holly Hettesheimer / Sharon Jackson 
3rd: Gabrielle Shnurman / Michelle Key 

JUNIOR MIXED DOUBLES 10 & UNDER - SINGLE 
ELIMINATION 

1st: Erica Manilla / Matt McAdam 
2nd : Derek Lynn / Kaitlyn Simmons 
3rd : Ashley O 'Brien / Esteban Diaz 

JUNIOR MIXED DOUBLES 12 & UNDER - SINGLE 
ELIMINATION 

1st: Bobby Sehrgosha / Sabrina Viscuso 
2nd : Kelani Bailey / Sam Zeng 
3rd: Hollee Hungerford / John (Steven) Lindsay 

JUNIOR MIXED DOUBLES 14 & UNDER - SINGLE 
ELIMINATION 

1st: Jose Diaz, Jr. / Samantha Rosado 
2nd: Courtney Chisholm / Dylan Reid 
3rd: Amanda Lindsay / Joshua Hungerford 

JUNIOR MIXED DOUBLES 16 & UNDER - ROUND ROBIN 
1st: Aubrey O'Brien / Jacob Pritchard 
2nd : Jacob Boyle / Kaylea Henderson 

JUNIOR MIXED DOUBLES 18 & UNDER - SINGLE 
ELIMINATION 

1st: Kara Mazur / Richard Sledzik 
2nd : Ismael Aldana , Jr. / Samantha McGuffey 
3rd : Sharon Jackson / Allan Crockett 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------·······-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Junior Elite Team 
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• Increases Stiffness for Blasting Power 
• Stabilizes Frame for Solid Feel 

~- • Allows Longest Possible Cross-Strings for ,j In<~=• S<ringbed D~ledlon -• Powe, 

LARGER, STIFFER CYLINDERS 
IN HITTING AREA 

• EXCLUSIVE 

,:,HI-COMPRESSION WING 
- TECHNOLOGY 

• 30% Thinner Frame for Quick Response and 
Maneuverability 

• Aerodynamic Frame Shape for Faster Swing Speed 
• Super-Thick Frame Walls Add Stiffness, Power and 

Durability 

MANEUVERABLE WING SHAPE 
WITH SUPER-THICK WALLS 

TWELVE RACQUETBALL 

POWER PATENTS 
#6,764,417 #6,935,974 #7,077,768B2 #6,447,412B1 

#6,958.104 #6,796,916 #7,144,341B1 #S,919,104 
#D476,3865 #6,852,048 #7, 140,9$8B1 #7,0f17,576 

EXCLUSIVE TECHNOLOGIES 
AVAILABLE ONLY FROM E-FORCE 

PATENTED 

EXTREME LONGSTRING 
TECHNOLOGY 
• Massive Power from Increased Stringbed Deflection 
• Mains Extend in Free Space from Head Through 

Handle for Lethal Power 
• All Crosses Extend to Outside Edges of the Frame, 

in Free Space, For Maximized Power 

Patent #S,919,104 . ,,,,.;:·:_.·'l·"i 
// :.:-.--, ~--- / 

ALL STRINGS ARE 
LONGEST POSSIBLE 

PATENTED 

DUAL CYLINDER 
CONSTRUCTION 

• Incredible Power & Stringbed Deflection. 
All Strings Are Longest Possible 

• Creates Solid, Stable Hitting Platform 
• Prevents Twist, Adds Power 

Patent #7,077,768B2 ~ 

And Patents Pend~ng & ....-~ f?, 
TWO-CYLINDER DESIGN 

WITH EXTERNAL BRIDGE 

O.C!U'[J[JfillJ. s200 
NXT.GEN AND UP 



(TENNIS TECHNOLOGIES 
DON'T CUT IT IN RACQUETBALL) 



NEW BEDlAM DAGGER HAS MORE POWER 
TECHNOlOGIES DESIGNED ONlY FOR RACQUETBAll 

THAN ANY COMPETITOR RACQUET. 

TWELVE RACQUETBALL 
POWER PATENTS e #6,764,417 #6,93S,974 #7,077,768B2 

#6,447,412B I #6,9S8, I 04 #6,796,916 
; #7,144,341B1 #S,919,104 #D476,386S 

#6,8S2,048 #7,140,9S8B2 #7,097,S76 

. . EXCLUSIVE TECHNOLOGIES _,..-• 

AVAl i LE. ONL:. ~~ M •E'f ORCE ' jf ,·•" 1 50g/170g/175g 

• Corner Crosses and Mains Are 
Longest Possible for Increased Power 

• Stabilizes Head of Frame for Solid 
Feel at Impact 

TWO-CYLINDER 
FRAME DESIGN 
IN CORNERS 

• Prevents Twist, Adds Power 
and Control 

Patent #7,077,768B2 
And Patents Pendtng 

PATENTED 

LONGSTRING SUPER-MAINS 
• Massive Power from Increased 

Stringbed Deflection 
• All Mains Extend In Free Space 

from Head Through Handle 
for Vicious Power 
Patent #S,919, I 04 

MAINSTRINGS ARE LONGEST POSSIBLE 

-: , c') BECA: RACQUETBAll AIN'T TENNIS 
WWW.E-FORCE.COH 

EXCLUSIVE 

COMPRESSION 
TECHNOLOGY 

• 30% Thinner Frame for Quick­
Flicks and Maneuverability 

• Aerodynamic Frame Shape for 
Faster Swing Speed 

• Super-Thick Frame Walls Add 
Stiffness and Power 

COMPRESSED FRAME WITH SUPER-THICK WALLS 



,. Racquetball 
MART 

PAOKENNEX 
Core Shadow 170 ......•....•• $99 
Core Shadow 180 {S) ....•... $99 
Shadow 180 ...................... $79 
Shadow 175 (B) .........•...... $69 
Shadow 185 (S) ••••.•••.••••.••• $69 
Silver Ace (S) ..................... $49 

HEAD 
LM IGS 175 ·-·-·--··- $109 
LM 170 5/8 ........................ $99 
1.165 • 3 5/8 ....................... $69 
Ti 175XL3 5/8 .................. $59 
Ti 195 XL3 5/8 .................. $39 

1 -800-875-3701 
www.lawlersports.com 

COMPLETE PRO SHOP LINE! 
VISA, Mastercard, DISCOVER accepted 

E•FORCE 
Tyranny 175 3 5/8 ......••••. $125 
Judgement Stun 160 ...... $130 
Bedlam Stun 170 .........••• $120 
LP Bedlam 15015/16 .••...• $79 
Bedlam Ute 170 3 5/8 ...... $84 

WILSON 
n190 ...........•................•••... $99 
nUte SS·-··--··-···· $99 
nPower SS ....................•... $99 

EKTELON 
More Dominant.. ............... $79 
More Attack •...............•..••. $89 
TT Warrior SS .............••.•... $59 
TT Vendetta SS ................. $59 
DPR 2500 Ute ...••........••••.. $99 

GLOVES 
Call about specials 

EYEWEAR 
Head Vision Sys1em •.•.••.•. $20 

Add Power& 
Playability to Your 

Racquetball Game!!! 

Have your racquet restrung by REX LAWLER 

• A Certified Professional Racquet Stringer 
• Over 25 year experience as a player 
• Over 20 years experience stringing racquets 
• A large string collection to choose from 

297 W. Honey Creek Drive, Terre Haute, IN 47802 
Info: 812-235-3701 Fax: 812-235-4482 

Email: rex@lawlersports.com or manny@lawlersports.com 

www.racquetconnection.com 
24 HOUR SECURED ON-LINE SHOPPING 

E-MAIL - RACQUETCON@AOL.COM 

1-888-822-2501 

YOUR RACQUETBALL SUPERSTORE 
WITH ALL MAJOR BRANDS 

AT DISCOUNT PRICES 
SAME DAY SHIPPING • DEMOS AVAILABLE 

RACQUET CUSTOMIZATION BY: 
GENE GENE THE STRINGIN' MACHINE 

1-386-788-7780 INFO 
1-386-788-7149 24 HR FAX 
2090 S. NOVA RD. #AA10 
S. DAYTONA, FL 32119 



NEW FROM PYTHON: 
"Lifetime" Duct Tape Wallet+ 

Python Racquetball has expanded it's line to includ e a 
top quality Duct Tape Wallet with a "Lifetime 
Guarantee!" Doug Smith of Python has used it for years 
and all ages admire and love it! Durable, functional, 
stylish, not sticky and definitely cool. $19.95 (includes 
shipping!). Python also now sells the "Python Cel l­
Mate" . A great product that secures your cell phone , 
sunglasses, change, etc. on your dashboard . $4.95 
(includes shipping!) . Other new products from Python 
include the Rad Extreme Eyeguard, 
Bight White Python 
Grip and White 
Wristlacers. Call 
Python Racquetball 
@ 800-456-4305. 

STYLE. OP.IGINA L Cl.ASSIC 

-Complete instructions, . . . - -~ ~> 

stringing patterns & unlimited MADE • ' 

technical support IN THE I . , 
USA! ~- I 

.klipperusa.com /1 , 
soo-522-5547 I \ 

/Optional) 
780 CHURCH RD., ELGIN, IL 601231 T 847. 742.1300 IF 847. 742.0738 Machine Stand 

VISIT US ONLINE AT 
www.usaracquetball.com 

$94.50 

HOLABIRD SPORTS 
FACTORY AUTHORIZED DEALER 

CALL 410-687-6400 
CELEBRATING OUR 26th YEAR 

* ONLY AT HOLABIRD * 
AL L ORDERS - ONE LOW S4.95 SHIPPING CHARGE FOR 

UNLIM ITED QUANTITY - SHIPPED WITHIN 48 HOURS 

www.holabirdsports.com 
RACQUETBALL RACQUETS-STRUNG 

I NOW OFFERING FREE SHIPPING ON MOST RACQUETS! I 
EKTELON HEAD 

03 BLACK..... . ... 179.00 EXTREME 170 ... . ... 199.00 
03 COPPER ................... 229.00 EXTREME 180 .......... ..... 179.00 
03AED ....................... 149.00 EXTREME 190 .............. 159.00 
03 SILVER ...................... 129.00 I. 165 ..... 69.95 
03 WHITE ........................ 199.00 LIOUIDMETAL 170 ........... 99 95 
03 AG .............................. 199.00 LIQUIDMETAL IGS 175 .109.95 
03 HYBRID DIABL0 .......... 57.95 MX 170 ........................... 159.00 
03 HYBRID SHAAK .... 99.00 MX 180 ... . .. 139.00 
AIR LAUNCH .................. .49.95 MX 190... 119.00 
AIRD BOLT ................... 49.95 MEGABLAST 175 ............ 79.00 
DPR 2500 LITE .............. 99.00 NANO Ti BLAST 2008 ...... 34.95 
MORE ATTACK .............. 79.00 NANO Ti CYBEA 2008 ... .41.95 
MORE DOMINANT ............ 69.00 Ti LASER ........... 26.95 
POWEAFAN OUTLAW ...... 34.95 Ti RAPTOR ..................... 24.95 
TRIPLE THREATVENDETTA.54.95 E-FORC E 
TRIPLETHREATWAARIOR .. 59.95 BEDLAM DAGGER 150 .179.95 

WI LSON BEDLAM DAGGER 170 .169.95 
K POWER · ··· ······· 179.00 BEDLAM DAGGER 175 .159.95 
K SURGE·· · ·· ·· ········· 149.00 BEDLAM LITE 170 ........... 79.95 
K TOUR... . ....... . 199.00 DANGER ...................... 64.95 
K ZEN .... · ·· ·· ·· ·· · .... 129.00 GLADIATOR .................... 47.95 
n BLADE ······················•· 129.00 LP BEDLAM 170 ... . .... 99.95 
n PRO .. .............................. 89.00 LP JUDGEMENT 165 .... 119.95 
n RAGE ···· ················ .... 149.00 LETHAL NXT GEN 160 .. 239.95 
n TOUR ····························69.00 LETHAL NXT GEN 170 .. 199.95 
NANO CARBON ACE ...... .49.95 LETiHAL NXT GEN 175 .. 199.95 

PRO KENNEX LETHAL NXT GEN 190 .. 189.95 
MANY MODELS ............... CALL SHOCK ..................... 34.95 

RACQUETBALL BALLS 
4 CAN- PEA CAN 6 CANS-2 PER CAN 

EKTELON PREMIUM SELECT 10.75 EKTELON CLASSIC-BLK. 16.95 
PENN ULTRA BLUE .......... 10.95 EKTELON FIREBALLS ..... 16.95 
PRO PENN GREEN .......... 12.95 
PRO PENN HIGH DEFINITION.13.95 GIANT CANS- 12 BALLS 
WILSON CHAMPIONSHIP .. 9.40 PENN ULTRA BLUE ........ 9.95 
WILSON Ti TOUR ............. 9.95 PRO PENN GREEN ......... 12.95 

EYEGUARDS 
BLACK KNIGHT: 

TURBO ... 15.95 
E-FORCE: 

CRYSTAL WRAP ............. 16.95 
DUAL FOCUS .......... . 19.95 

EKTELON· 
03 BONES ..... ..... ......... 24.95 
MIRAGE II ...... .. ...... 7.95 
MORE GAME ................ 16.95 
MORE GAME ALL-COURT 31.95 
QUANTUM ....... ............ 23.95 
SPECTOR ..................... 18.95 
SPEED ..................... 21.95 
STROBE..... 13.95 
VENDETTA ..................... 10.95 

HEAD 
IMPULSE.... . .... 6.95 
PRO ELITE ................ 19.95 
PRO TECH ................... 15.95 
RAVE.... . ....... 11.95 

PRINCE PAO LITE ........... 16.95 
PRINCE PRO LITE II. ...... 21.95 
WILSON AVIATOR ........ 17.50 
WILSON JET ......... .......... 10.50 
WILSON n VUE... . . . ..... 44.95 

SPORT BAGS 
E-FOACE BACK PACK ..... 29.95 
E-FORCE LARGE SPORT 49.95 
E-FOACE MEDIUM SPORT 39.95 
EKTELON: 

03 BACK PACK .............. 35.95 
03 LONGBODY BACK PK 37.95 
03 CLUB ........................ 45.95 
03 DUAL PACK ................. 28.95 
03 AG CLUB ................... 41.95 
03 TOUR ........... 49.95 
SLING PACK ................... 14.95 

HEAD FLEXPOINT: 
BACK PACK .................. 19.95 
CLUB .......................... 29.95 
TOUR ........................ .. 34.95 
ULTRA COMBI ............. 24.95 

PAO KENNEX: 
HC2 BACK PACK ......... 44.95 
HC2 RACQUET BAG ... 39.95 
HC2 WEEKENDER ...... 49.95 

WILSON ALL GEAR ........ 34.95 
WILSON BACK PACK ...... 34.95 

GLOVES 
E-FOACE • EKTELON • NEUMAN 
HEAD• PRO KENNEX • WILSON 

INDOOR SHOES 
ASHAWAY: 

500 i-MID-MEN .......... 69.95 
3500 i-MEN. . .... 74.95 
5500 i-MEN .............•.... 79.95 

EKTELON· 
NFS CLASSIC 1.5-MID-M .49.95 
QUIKTRAC GT-MID-M ..... 79.00 
T9 ROADSTER-LO/MD-M. 7 4.00 

NEW BALANCE (WIDTHS): 
CT 653 GUM-MEN ....... 56.95 
WCT 653 GUM-LADIES49.95 

HI-TEC: 
4: SYS-MEN / LADIES.84.95 
VENOM 3-LADIES ....... 56.95 
WRAPTOR-MEN .......... 49.95 

PRINCE: 
INDOOR IV-MEN ....... 62.95 
NFS '03 SOUASH-M ... 61.95 
NFS INDOOR II-MEN .55.95 

WILSON EM 6-LO/MlD-M .54.95 
WILSON EM 7-MID-MEN .. 69.95 
WILSON EB 7-LADIES ...... 52.95 

UNDER ARMOUR®-GREAT SELECTION! 
CHECK OUR WEB FOR HOTTEST STYLES 

SHOP SHOWROOM OUTLET-P HONE- MAIL- FAX 
ALL MAJOR TENN IS & SQUASH RACQUETS, BAGS, SHOES 

& ACCESSO RIES - LOWEST DISCOUNT PRICES EVER! 

9220 PULASKI HWY.• BALTIMORE_, MD 21220 
CALL 410-687-6400 • FAX 410-1187-7311 

MONDAY-FRIDAY 9.5 • SATURDAY 9-3:30 
- SMALL ADDITIONAL SHIPPING OUTSIDE CONTINENTAL U.S. -

- MD. RESIDENTS ADD 5% - FREE CATALOG -



IMINTTIII.E IVIMS'll\Cl'I' 
2007 Kentucky ProAm Open Racquetball Championships 10/ 4/ 2007 12:00 PM 

2007 CA POMONA VALLEY OPEN 10/5/2007 

2007 MEADOW CITY TOURNEY PRESENTED 

BY QUICKCARE 

2007 DE KEN LARAMORE MEMORIAL 

Greenbriar Fall Shootout 10/ 6/ 2007 

Midwest Senior Masters 10/1V2007 

2007 OK STATE DOUBLES 10/ 1V2007 6:00 AM 

2007 Atlanta Open 10/1V2007 3:00 PM 

2007 Texas State Doubles Racquetball Championships 10/1V2007 5:00 PM 

2007 MN RAC N SPLAT 10/13/2007 

2007 NM DEL NORTE AL SUR 10/ 19/ 2007 

2ND ANNUAL GRAND SLAM TRICK OR TREAT 

SHOOTOUT 10/20/2007 

East Coast RBall Championships 10/2 0/ 2007 

Spooky Kooky 10/26/2007 

2007 LA WARHAWK OPEN 10/ 26/ 2007 5:00 PM 

Halloween Shoot Out at the Y 10tl6/2007 6:00 PM 

2007 Dallas Doubles Series IV 10/27/2007 8:00 AM 

OMNI 41 Classic 11/V2007 

Music City Open 11/V 2007 5:00 PM 

2007 A2RA FALL CLASSIC 11/V2007 5:00 PM 

SPARTAN SPLAT 11/9/2 007 

November Madness 11/9/2007 6:00 PM 

2007 MD FALL SHOOTOUT 11/ 10/ 2007 

2007 Texas State Seniors Racquetball Championships 11/10/2007 8:00 AM 

2007 CHOICE HOTELS US OPEN RACQUETBALL 

CHAMPIONSHIPS 11/ 14/ 2007 

2007 CO STATE DOUBLES 11/29/2007 5:00 PM 

2007 MD St Nick Splat 11/ 30/2007 8:00 AM 

2007 Dallas Doubles Series V Invitational 11/30/2007 6:00 PM 

2007 PA TRI STATE OPEN 1V1 /200 7 

2007 IN STATE DOUBLES 1V 1/2007 

Courts For A Cure 12/7/ 2007 

2007 Holiday Racquetball Shootout 1V8/2007 8:00 AM 

3RD ANNUAL GRAND SLAM ST NICK'S SHOOTOUT 1V15 /2007 

2007 Cowboy Santa 1V15/2007 9:00 AM 

VISIT US ONLINE AT 
www. usa racq uetba I I .com 

EVINT__, MCMY_.. cmS'lllia 
10/7/ 2007 6:00 PM BOWLING GREEN, KY 

10/7/2007 CLAREMONT, CA 

10/7/2007 

10/6/2007 

INDPLS, IN 

10/13/2007 7:00 PM Cushing Community Center 

10/14/2007 6:00 PM SOUTHERN ATHLETIC CLUB 

10/ 14/ 2007 3:00 PM MAVERICK ATHLETIC CLUB ARLINGTON, TX 

10/15/2007 

10/ 21/ 2007 

0/21/2007 YMCA - DOWNTOWN HOUSTON HOUSTON, TX 

10/2V 2007 WILMINGTON ATHLETIC CLUB Wilmington , NC 

10/27/2007 11 :00 PM SHELBYVILLE ATHLETIC CLUB SHELBYVILLE, IN 

10/27/2007 6:00 PM LANDMARK FITNESS FACTORY DALILAS, TX 

11/4/2007 11 :00 PM OMNI 41 SPORTS COMPLEX SCHERERVILLE, IN 

YMCA - Downtown Nashville Nashville, TN 

CHANDLER, A2 

11/ 11/ 2007 MICHIGAN ATHLETIC CLUB-LANSING EAST LANSING, Ml 

Arvada, CO 

MILLERSVILLE, MD 

ARLINGTON, TX 

11/ 18/ 2007 THE RACQUET CLUB OF MEMPHIS MEMPHIS, TN 

1VV2007 4:00 PM Highlands Ranch Recreation Center Highlands Ranch, CO 

1 VV2007 11 :00 PM SEVERNA PARK RACQUETBALL AND FITNESS CLUB MILLERSVILL, MD 

1 VV2007 3:00 PM LANDMARK FITNESS FACTORY DALILAS, TX 

1VV2007 CHALFONT ATHLETIC CLUB CHALFONT, PA 

1VV2007 10:00 PM OMNI 41 SPORTS COMPLEX SCHERERVILLE, IN 

1V9/2007 COURTS PLUS OF JACKSONVILLE JACKSONVILLE, NC 

1 VB/2007 10:00 PM MAVERICK ATHLETIC CLUB ARLINGTON, TX 

1V16/2007 YMCA - DOWNTOWN HOUSTON 

1V15/2007 6:00 PM MAVERICK ATHLETIC CLUB 



It's Not Too Early For a Pre-
Season T l1Il e-up By Steve c,andall, Vice Pcesideat, Sales & Macketiog 

Ashaway Racket Strings 
The dog days of summ er may still be 

lingering, but its not too early to start 
thinking about the upcoming racquetball 
season. It may even provide a little mental 
relief from the thoughts of fall chores ahead. 
Now may also be a good time to clean out 
your gym bag (oh, that's where those socks 
went!) and give your equipment a thorough 
pre-season tune-up . 

Start at the bottom and check your shoes. 
Whi le they do not need to be as bright and 
clean as they were when you took them out 
of the box, make sure that the soles are 
intact . A worn or uneven sole can mak e 
maneuvering your way around the 
racquetball court a risky proposition. A slip 
can cost points or even cause an injury. You 
might also want to check out some of the 
new shoes that have come on the market 
recently that are designed specifically for 
playing racqu etball. Th ey offer better 
support for the entire foot and the soles are 
design ed to provide maximum traction on 
all indoor court surfaces . 

Also, take a look at the grip on your 
racquet. Is it worn to the point of 
compromised performanc e? Do es it still 
provide both tract ion and comfort? If your 
grip has flattened out, you may be holding 
the racquet handle too tightly. Th is could 
throw off your ability to control difficult 
shots. You may also want to consider a 
specialized grip that provides shock 
absorption to reduc e vibration and improv e 
feel. 

Next stop on your pre -season inspection 
should be your frame . Check it closely for 
cracks. A tiny crack that happ ened last 
season may have grown, depending on how 
the racque t was stor ed during the off season. 
Improp er storage may also account for bent 
or warped frames. Either of these problems 
can hind er performanc e. 

If your racqu et is structur ally sound, you 
don 't need to buy a new one just because the 
paint is a little scratched or because it's last 
years style. Howeve r, if you don 't yet have a 
carbon fiber frame, you should probably 
consider an upgrade . In add ition to 
weight/stre ngth advantages, they offer a 
numb er of new features such as "dual 
cylinder" designs; strategic stringing nodes 

The start of the season is an ideal time to restring your racquet , whether the 
strings are broken or not. 

for enhanced string performance and 
maximum kinetic adva ntage ; larger "O­
port" holes; two -part heads with string 
"channel s" (instead of holes) which increase 
sweet spots; and other technical wizardry 
which impro ves balance, torsional stiffness, 
and power with control. 

While you are sur veying your racq uet 
fram e, check to see if your gro mmet strip is 
intact or whether it needs to be replaced. 
Worn or damaged grommet strips can cause 
damage to your racqu et and cause your 
strings to break prematurely. 

Speak ing of broken strin gs, the 
begin ning of the racquetball season is the 
ideal time to restring your racqu et, whe ther 
the strings are brok en or not. The general 
rule of th umb is that - barring any broken 
str ings-yo u restring your racqu et as m any 
times a season as you play racqu etball in a 
week. That mean s a player who steps onto 
the court five tim es a week, will most likely 
restring five times during the season. 

This is also an excellent opportun ity to 
check that you are playing with a strin g that 
best matches your style of play. Th ink back 
to last season---did your strin g give you the 

feel, playability, tension, power and 
dur ability you were looking for ? If you 
aren't sure, try playing a trial match or two 
with the string currently in your racqu et. 
Th en, evaluat e whether or not your string is 
giving you the level of performance you 
desire. 

If you want to make a switch, but are 
unsur e about what strin g might be best for 
you, ask for help. The racqu etball pro at 
your club is an invaluabl e resource and can 
work with you to determine the right strin g 
setup for your style of play. He or she offers a 
great way to learn about new strings that 
have come on the market, too. You can also 
find a prof essiona l strin ger in your area by 
visiting the Ashaway website at 
www .ashawayusa.com and clicking on, 
"Locate a Profes sional Racquet Stringer 
Near You." Either way, finding the 
racquetba ll string with the right combinat ion 
of characteristics for your playing needs just 
might be the thing to take your game to the 
next level this season. 
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Ektelon Strengthens its Team 
with Addition of Racquetball 
Great Woody Clouse 
Player, Teacher, Game Ambassado r Joins Company as Director of Instruction 

Brent "Woody" Clouse, one of the 
fiercest competitors to ever step on a 
racqu etball court and now one of the game's 
most gifted teachers, has signed with 
Ektelon to becom e the company's Dir ector of 
Instruction. In Clause's new role, he will 
organize and execute a series of demos and 
clinics at National and CP RT events as well 
as write and illustrate an instru ctional series 
for Racquetball magazine. In conjunction 
with CPRT, Clouse will also host a camp 
series, including several special "Fa ntasy 
Racqu etball Camps" in uniqu e locations 
across the country. 

"It 's an honor to become a part of this 
leading team in racqu etball," said Clouse. 
"It's been a long-time dream of min e to join 
Ektelon and play and teach for #1. They are 
doing incredible thing s for the sport and the 
players, and I'm excited to pick up the 03 

Whit e and take to the court on behalf of the 
Brand." 

At seventeen, Clouse shocked the 
racquetball community by upsetting the 
third rank ed player in the world in the 
opening round of a Pro -A m tournament in 
Beaverton, Orego n. Two years late r, he 
became the only player in racq uetball history 
to win both the Canad ian Ope n and the US 
G rand Nationa ls in the same year. Now 
Clouse, at 41, is one of the most recognized 
personalities in the game. H e continu es to 
entertai n and dazzle crowds with his 
signatur e brand of acrobatic dives and 
intense playing style. 

In 2005 and 2006, Woody won both 
singles and doubles titles at the World Senior 
Champ ionships; he finished 2006 by 
becomin g the oldest player in the history of 
the game to play both singles and doubles for 

Team USA at the same event, sweeping gold 
in the Pan-A merican Champ ionships . In 
late August, Clouse, wield ing his new 03 
White , will defend his World Senior title in 
Albuquerque. 

Whil e he continu es to compete at the 
highest levels, in recent years Woody has also 
become passionate abou t sharing his 
experiences, lessons and "never concede to 
de feat" at titu de with players and coaches 
everywhere -- a tool he believes others can 
harness to bring out their best for a lifetime. 

"Woody is a true ambassador of the sport 
and an inspir at ion to everyone he meets," 
said Scott Winters, General Manager at 
Ektelon. "He has an acclaimed and 
successful history in the sport , both as a 
teacher and a player. An incredible 
representative of the Ektelon brand, we are 
fortunate to have him on our side." 

• 
AX] WING 
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INDUSTRY NEWS 

Ektelon Expands its Popular T-9 
Roadster Footwear Line 
Racquetball Leader Offers New Styles and Colors for Fall 2007 

The wildly popular T-9 Roadster line of 
footwear has just gotten wider and mor e 
stylish - and players are psyched. Beginning 
thi s fall, Ektelon will introdu ce new styles 
and colors to complem ent the already­
successful line, allowing even more players 
the opportunity to take advantage of the T-9 
Roadsters perfect fit and optim um 
performance . 

Ektelon has addressed a growing trend 
by becomin g the first company to offer 
standard and wid e width shoe sizes in 
performance racquetball footwear. Standard 
sizes range from 6-14 and the wide sizes, 
equivalent to a 2E size, go from 9-14. 

The original T-9 Roadster in the Low cut 
black and red cosmetic was so sought after 
last season that Ektelon decided to offer the 
same look in a Mid High cut version - for 
those players looking for the same sleek 
appearance , but with maximum support. In 
add ition, Ektelon has introduced a new 
whit e cosmet ic version of the shoe in a Mid 
style with a cleaner, mor e tradit ional look in 
a wid e range of sizes. 

"The Mid cut black and red T-9 version 
is the perfect compleme nt to our Low model 
intro duced last year," said Scott Wint ers, 
Ge neral Manager at Ektelon. "There is a 
strong continge ncy of players who love the 
look of a black shoe and this new Mid 
version accent uates the aggressive cosmetic 
scheme wh ile providing them with 
additional support for quick , sharp cuts and 
improved mobility on the court. Th e white 
version offers exactly what players are 
look ing for in a clean cosmetic design tha t 
coord inates well with any outfit ." 

In fact, beginning soon, fans will see #3 
Indoor and #1 O utdoor ranked pro Rocky 
Carson as well as many of thi s year's Team 
Ektelon players wearing the new whit e Mid 
High on the court. Rocky wore the black 
Low version last year, but he is looking 
forward to the extra support the Mid cut will 
provide ."T he T-9 is an awesome racquetball 
shoe. Since I play both indoor and outdoor 

racquetball , two very different game s, I find 
that I need even more support than I have in 
the past . Ektelon has basically taken a great 
shoe and enhanced it to mee t the needs of 
player s like me wh o need that added 
support." 

For mor e information on Ektelon 's entir e 
line of footwear , log onto www.ektelon.com 

SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 07 I USA RACQUETBALL I 51 



2007 MEN'S NATIONAL OPEN CHAMPION 
MITCH WILLIAMS JOINS WILSON 
RACQUETBALL ADVISORY STAFF 

Top IRT Tour player Mitch Williams has 
signed with Wilson Racquet Sports and 
joined its Racquetball Advisory Staff. 
Williams, who is currently ranked #6 on the 
IRT Tour, began playing racquetball at the 
age of JO and continued to compete as an 
undergrad at North Carol ina State 
Univers ity, winning over JOO local open 
tournaments throughout the Southeast and 
qualifying in 15 tour stops. 

"Mitch is a dynamic player with a 
dynamic personality. Besides his intense 
ambition to win, Mitch is very interested in 
giving back to the sport by conduct ing clinics 
throughout the country. He will be a great 
addi tion to the Wilson team," said Chris 
Evon, Marketing Manager ofl ndoor 
Racquet Sports for Wilson. 

Following his first full year as a 
professiona l, Williams earned the impressive 
d istinction of being ranked amo ng the Top 
Ten players in the world on the IRT Tour. 
In 2005, Williams was honored as the IRT's 
Rookie of the Year and was also named the 
Tour 's Most Improved Player. 

During the 2006/2007 season, Williams, 
competing on the Colorado State Pueblo 
team, became the Men 's Int ercollegiate 
Champion . He also made 10 out of 13 Pro 
Quarterfinal appearances that year. His 
winning streak has continued during the 
2007 season, as Williams defeated the #8, #5 
and #3 ranked pros back-to-back on his way 
to capturing the 2007 Men 's National 
Q ualifying Division title . 

Wilson Racquet Sports is 
a division of Chicago-based 
Wilson Sporting Goods Co ., 
one of the world's leading 
manufacturers of sports 
equipment and owned by 
Arne r Sports. Wilson 
designs, manufactures and 
distributes sportin g goods 
througho ut the world and 
focuses on making 
technologica lly advanced 
prod ucts that help athletes of 
all levels perform better. 
Wilson's core sport 
categories include: Football, 
Basketball, Baseball, 

® 

Volleyball, Soccer, Youth Sports, 
Uniforms/Apparel, Go lf, Footwear and 
Racquet Sports (Tennis, Racquetball , 
Squash, Badminton and Platform Tennis) . 

For more information, visit 
www. wilson .corn. 

Mitch Williams 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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ADVANTAGE ASHAWAY 
Because Racquetball 
is a Contact Sport 
Whether it's contact between ball and 
Ashaway Superl<ill II string or 
between court and Ashaway S00i shoe, 
Jack relies on Ashaway 
products day after day and 
match after match. 

Join Jack ... 

Play Ashaway to Win! 

/ 

Order direct from: 

l'4 ~aufr,p Spl/lRTS 

800-875-3701 
rac uetballwarehouse.co 

Jack Huczek 
World Champion & 
# I Ranked IRT Professional 

P.O. Box 549, A away, RI 02804 USA 

80 556-7260 
asha 



ANY WAY YOU WANT l,T! 
lntmducing the most powerful line-up of Ektelon racquets ever. Featuring - ,Total Racquet Customization! 
AdJust racquet weight balance and the string pattern for ultimate power and precision shot rnaki 1,~~i 

c .. c.=: T rc>L(_JGGEf":> ,n 

Power Plugs located at the top of the frame accelerate racquet head 
speed for greater power. Adju st the number of plugs you want to use 
for extra power or maneuverab ility. Available in the new <=:>3 Copper, 
<=:>3 White and <=:>3 RG racquets. 

<=:>3 ,White 

Power Level 3200 -3400 

EKTEl!)H 

<=:>3 Copper 
Power Level 3300 -3 500 

Includes - New Customization Kit 

Interchangeable Power Ring inserts are located in the throa t area of the 
<=:>3 Copper fra me. Using the DPR 2 ring insert gives you the longest 

main strings possible for ultimate power. The Power Ring 8 inserts 
provide extra control and extended string life . 

For cornpiete deta1is ✓ 1s1t ·• 




