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The 2007-08 season is shaping up to be
one of the brightest years yet for the IRT and
for racquetball as a sport. Some exciting
news and events are surfacing. Read on...

Event and Player Sponsorships

First and most importantly, Motorola and
Verizon Wireless have committed to
sponsoring another major IRT Grand Slam
event in Colorado Springs -- the Motorola
World Racquetball Championship! Their
commitment to the sport is beginning to open
doors to places our sport has yet to explore.
Motorola and Verizon Wireless have also
teamed up to sponsor IRT superstar Rocky
Carson for two years. This is exciting news
because it is the first time in modern-day IRT
history that a major corporation outside the
racquetball community has seen value in
sponsoring a professional player. This should
prime the pump for other major companies
to step up and “brand” a player (and our
sport). Genesco Sports Enterprises,
Motorola's sports marketing partner, will be a
huge asset in helping to create real value for
the sponsorship and readying the IRT for the
next level.

A New Portable Court

Also in the works is the new “all Lucite
portable court.” The plans have been in the
works for three years; on August 6th,
construction of the court began at the
Schaumburg Tennis Plus, host club of the
Motorola IRT Pro Nationals. The new court
will be all Lucite, including the ceiling. Huge
thanks go out to Leo and Sue Klimaitis and
Pat and Mary Taylor who have brought the
project to life. Devin Cannady, the architect
on the project, should be very proud that his
vision is becoming a reality. The biggest
improvement of the court is that it will be
much easier and quicker to set up and tear
down. This will make it easier for the IRT to
bring the sport to the public via shopping
malls, smaller stadiums and other high traffic
areas like Navy Pier in Chicago, the beach in
California or at outdoor festivals.

Top 10 Rundown

In the coming season, the IRT Tour will
visit many of the same cities as it has in past
years and also a few new cities as well. The
demand for the IRT around the country has
been overwhelming and we have done
everything possible to accommodate all
requests for the top players to showcase their
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skills and charisma. Here’s some
commentary on the top contenders in the
coming season:

Jack Huczek, #1 ranked IRT professional,
finished a fantastic year of racquetball by
winning the Motorola IRT Pro Nationals
presented by Verizon
Wireless in April.
Jack won nine of his
thirteen Tier One
events to attain his
first year-end #1
ranking. The oft-
season switch last
year to Head
Racquetball seems to
have elevated Jack’s
game. Huczek,
known for his top
fitness condition, will
not only be working hard on keeping his #1
ranking this year, he will also be working
hard in the classroom as he works on his
Master’s degree during the season. Jack will
be the player to beat and everyone will be
gunning for him.

Jason Mannino, #2, had a huge win at the
Choice Hotels US OPEN this past year,
giving him his second Open title. He also had
wins in Long Island and Colorado. Jason,
always the entertainer, will be starting off this
year as the challenger for the top spot. He has
been there before and would like nothing
better than to grab the #1 spot for the second
tme. One of the most accessible players on
tour, look for Jason to not only push for #1
but also to add to the
record he holds for
most dives in a career.
Mannino, when not
found playing on the
IRT, can be found
teaching the game at
his clinics across the
country. Jason just re-
signed with Pro
Kennex.

Rocky Carson, #3,
logged his first win on
the IRT tour in two
years, taking the title in Seattle. He has the
ability to push for the top spot and we will see
if he has the will this year. Signing with
Ektelon during the halfway point last season
seemed to add a bit of excitement to his game.
With the addition of his newest sponsors,
Motorola and Verizon Wireless, Rocky

Jack Huczek

Jason Mannino
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should be ready to play some ball this season.
One of the most well-liked players on the
tour, look for good things from the California
Surfer this year.

Alvaro Beltran, #4, had the kind of season
most would love to have, but he was “snake
bit” in three finals last year. Alvaro has all the
potential to be #1, but he has yet to find the
mental toughness to finish a final. This could
be his breakthrough year after inking a deal
with GearBox Racquetball, and he will not be
satisfied with another year-end #4 finish.
Alvaro has recently had the stadium court at
the new Racquetball Rio Club in Tijuana
named after him. Beltran is always a threat to
win on the IRT and has the ability to reach
the top spot.

Shane Vanderson, #5, had great events at
the majors last year and also appeared in the
finals at Allentown. Playing and winning a
few of the IRT satellite events has helped
Vanderson regain that “winning” feeling.
Shane has always been a mainstay with Head
Racquetball and will continue to represent
them as he always has: as a gentlemen and an
asset to the sport. Look for Shane to raise the
bar a notch this year as the mid-season move
to Florida from Ohio should benefit his
training routine. Shane is working on his
own instructional DVD, so look for it on the
IRT website soon.

Mitch Williams, #6, the “Rookie of the
Year,” raised his game to another level and
then some as he finished with the highest
ranking of his career. Quite an accomplish-
ment since Mitch was finishing his Master’s
degree and playing on the tour full time. A
new deal with Wilson Racquetball should
help Mitch carve a niche for himself this
season in the racquetball world. The only
lefty in the Top 10, Mitch has some big shoes
to fill with the retirement of Cliff Swain, the
sport’s greatest lefty of all time. It will be
interesting to see if Mitch can raise his game
to push for the #1 spot without the distraction
of school this year.

Chris Crowther, #7, towers over everyone
on the IRT at 6'6” and he used his height to
his advantage last year, moving up the list and
securing the highest ranking of his young
career. Probably the hardest hitter on the tour,
Crowther can play with anyone in the Top 10
but has still struggled with getting that big
win. Chris has done a good job working on
his mental game and if he continues to
channel his energy on the game at hand, he
will be tough to beat this year. Chris has also




































Something New for 2007/!
Choice Hotels US OPEN CPRT Preview

by Doug Ganim

An exciting new twist this year is the
addition of the Classic Pro Racquetball Tour to
the US OPEN. Rather than just having 4
players square off for the title, we decided to
pull the entire Men’s 40+ division into the fun.
Therefore, the Men’s 40+ (open to anyone 40
and over) will be a ranking event on the CPRT
this year. Significant prize money is being
offered for the top four places and many former
legends of the sport have already committed to
compete. Players currently ranked in the Top 8
on the CPRT will start in the round of 16 while
all other entries will work through a qualifying
draw to reach the elite round of 16. Once we
reach the finals, it will be played on Sunday
morning on the stunning portable Stadium
Court.

I predict that the 2007 US OPEN will
feature the strongest Men’s 40+ draw in the
history of the sport of racquetball. It represents
a bookmaker’s nightmare, since there are
literally 15 guys who can win the tournament.
Here is the line on just some of the living
legends you can expect to see compete at the US
OPEN:

Bret Harnett (3-1) — Former #1 ranked pro
player in the world, Bret Harnett still possesses
devastating power and a modern game-style.

He has kept himself in tiptop shape and is used
to dominating his competition. This left-hander
will dazzle everyone with his thunderous splat
shots and raw power. Look for Harnett to be a
force to win the title.

Woody Clouse (3-1) — Never made it to the
top on the pro tour but is perhaps the most
dangerous 40+ player in the world today (except
for Cliff Swain who is not eligible to compete
due to his current top 16 ranking on the IRT).
He is in incredible shape and has the most
modern game-style of any CPRT player. Smart
money would always have at least one bet on
Woody to win.

Ruben Gonzalez (4-1) — Former #1 ranked
player in the world, the living legend is now 54
years old and is still a physical “freak of nature.”
Although he is giving up quite a few years to
many of his opponents in this draw Ruben still
has as good a chance as any to win the title.
Nobody has ever re-killed the ball better than
Ruben in rallies and his “never say die” attitude
often wears opponents out.

Mike Ceresia (5-1) — A true competitor, this
Canadian bag of energy is always entertaining to
watch. He is never happy on the court unless he
is winning by 12 (which is rare) so fans can
enjoy a true “gamer” in action. Don’t be fooled

B MU

by his sour puss on the court. Nobody loves to
compete more than Mike Ceresia! Regardless of
who he is playing, Ceresia will find a way to be
competitive and win points.

Other hopeful attendees

At the time of this writing, other CPRT
regulars considering entering include former top
ranked pro’s Mike Ray, Dan Obremski, Gerry
Price, and Steve Lerner. If any or all of these
guys show up, the pool of possible winners
expands greatly.

The perennials

Perhaps the most active and sharp players of
all are the amateurs who compete in the Men’s
40+ division at all the national tourneys each
year. Guys like John Amatuli, Keith Minor,
Jimmy Lowe, Tom Travers, Brad McCunniff,
and Tim Hansen are all capable of beating
anyone in the draw and winning the title. AsI
said earlier in this article, the 2007 US OPEN
will feature the strongest draw of Men’s 40+
players every assembled in the sport of
racquetball. For true racquetball fans, this
division will offer yet another spectacle to enjoy
at the US OPEN!

IRT Line
Jack Huczek 2-1
Jason Mannino 41
Rocky Carson 6-1
Mitch Williams 8-1
Cliff Swain 10-1
Sudsy Monchik 10-1
Shane Vanderson 11-1
Alvaro Beltran 12-1
Jason Thoerner 20-1
Ben Croft 40-1
WPRO

Christie Van Hees 2-1
Rhonda Rajsich 25-1

Cheryl Gudinas-Holmes 31

Kerri Wachtel 41
Brenda Kyzer 7-1
Angela Grisar 8-1
Kristen Walsh 10-1
Adrienne Fisher 22-1
CPRT

Bret Harnett 31
Woody Clouse 31
Ruben Gonzalez 41
Mike Ceresia 5-1

I'he IImeup & lowdown

Performance Factors/Burning Questions

Not if but when will he win his 1st US OPEN?

Effort will not be an issue. Could be time for #3!

Needs to play multiple matches at his best to win.

Just realizing how good he is. Bad news for rest of draw!
Will he come out of retirement for another run?

A bookmakers nightmare! A fan favorite.

Has to back up a match win with even more the next day.
Does he have the fitness for back to back upsets?

Loves to face the top guys at the big events.

Has proven he can pull upsets. Can he string them together?

Can she join Sudsy as the only player to win 47
Lost to Van Hees in 06. Has revenge on her mind!

Does she have one more left in her?

Champ in 2001! Will the magic return?

Cinderella in 06 with 2nd place finish. Can she win it all this year?

The South American wonder will need to step it up to win in Memphis.
Newlywed will need her best career performance to capture the title.
Has the power but lacks the game. When will she prove us all wrong?

Former #1 in the world and still in great shape.

Sharpest player with modern game-style.

The "freak of nature” will be diving everywhere.
Gritty competitor. Always entertaining to watch!
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Ektelon
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Expands 1ts Popular 1-9

Roadster Footwear Line

Racquetball Leader Offers New Styles and Colors for Fall 2007

The wildly popular T-9 Roadster line of
footwear has just gotten wider and morc
stylish — and plavers arc psyched. Beginning
this fall, Ektelon will introduce new styles
and colors to complement the already-
successful line, allowing even more players
the opportunity to take advantage of the T-9
Roadsters perfect fit and optimum
performance.

Ektelon has addressed a growing trend
by becoming the first company to offer
standard and wide width shoe sizes in
performance racquetball footwear. Standard
sizes range from 6-14 and the wide sizes,
equivalent to a 2E size, go from 9-14.

The original T-9 Roadster in the Low cut
black and red cosmetic was so sought after
last season that Ektelon decided to ofter the
same look in a Mid High cut version — for
those players looking for the same sleek
appearance, but with maximum support. In
addition, Ektelon has introduced a new
white cosmetic version of the shoe in a Mid
style with a cleaner, more traditional look in
a wide range of sizes.

“The Mid cut black and red T-9 version
is the perfect complement to our Low model
introduced last year,” said Scott Winters,
General Manager at Ektelon. “Thereis a
strong contingency of players who love the
look of a black shoe and this new Mid
version accentuates the aggressive cosmetic
scheme while providing them with
additional support for quick, sharp cuts and
improved mobility on the court. The white
version offers exactly what players are
looking for in a clean cosmetic design that
coordinates well with any outfit.”

In fact, beginning soon, fans will see #3
Indoor and #1 Outdoor ranked pro Rocky
Carson as well as many of this year's Team
Ektelon plavers wearing the new white Mid
High on the court. Rocky wore the black
Low version last vear, but he is looking
torward to the extra support the Mid cut will
provide.*The T-9 1s an awesome racquethall
shoe. Since I play both indoor and outdoor

racquetball. two very different games, 1 find
that | need even more support than 1 have in
the past. Ektelon has hasically taken a grear
shoc and enhanced it to meet the needs of
players like me who need that added
support.”

For more information on Ektelon’s entire
line of footwear, log onto www.cktelon.com
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