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... let your opmion
be known!” A

The Board of Directors has authorized the National Rules Committee to proceed with five
proposed rule changes. The next step in this process is to announce the proposals to the general
membership and then tally the membership’s votes both “for” and “against”. While these voting
results are NOT binding, your votes and any related comments will certainly be taken into

account when the Board votes in May whether to put these proposals into effect on September
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By Otto Dietrich

Ist, 2007. So, please let your opinion be known! Here are the five proposed changes:

USA Racquetball
National Rules
Commissioner

Add this new rule: “Once all players in a match
have been informed what court they will be
playing on, singles players are allowed 5
minutes of on-court warm-up time and these
warm-up times run concurrently. For doubles,
each team is allowed 5 minutes for on-court
warm-up and while these times do not run
concurrently, both team’s warm-ups must be
completed generally within a 10-minute period
that starts when the first team begins its warm-
up. In the event that the players/teams are
assigned to the court early and more time than
the 5 or 10 minutes allowed for warm-ups
remain until the scheduled match starting time,
then the additional warm-up time may be
shared equally as long as the match starts no
later than the scheduled time.”

Clarify Rule 3.15(c) by adding the words “that
comes into play” at the end of it so it would
read: “Moves into a position which blocks the
opponent from getting to, or returning, the ball;
or in doubles, the offensive player who is not
returning the ball hinders or impedes either
defensive player’s ability to move into a position
to cover the pending shot that comes into play.”

Amplify Rule 3.11(a) 1 by adding this
sentence at the end: “If the receiver steps
on the dashed receiving line with either
foot (with any part of the foot contacting
the line), a point shall be called for the

»
SErver.

Revise Rule 2.4(c) by adding these
provisions: “The penalty for playing with
an otherwise legal racquet with a grip
extending beyond the 22-inch limit if
noted during the course of a game shall be
a technical foul and a timeout to correct
the problem. Subsequent violations will
result in the loss of the game in process. If
the challenged racquet is found to be
within the 22-inch limit, then a timeout
will be charged to the player who made
the challenge.”

Add this provision to Rule 3.9(): “In one
serve play, if a serve is made while the
receiver is not ready as described in Rule
3.5(b), the server will be allowed one more
opportunity to hit a legal serve.”

While space constraints prevent further
elaboration, I have posted fuller explanations in a
“pdf” file that can be downloaded at the USAR
webpage (http//www.usra.org/).

So, do you have an opinion? If so, please vote
using the same coversheet ballot used for the Board
of Directors election. If you would like to make
some additional comments, email me at the address
below. Kindly cite your USAR Membership
Number in the subject line of your email so I can be
sure you are entitled to vote.
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Always “Play by the Rules!” If you don’t have a
copy, you can find and review them on-line at:
httpy//www.usaracquetball.com/Default.aspx?tabid=
839. Do you have a rules/referecing question? Be
sure to email it to me at ODijetrich@usra.org and
you might find it featured in an upcoming issue of

Racquetball Magazine.








































































By Mike Ceresia

The SUBURBS

to the CITY

It has been a long time coming and it represents promise, potential and the opportunity to scale

new heights. Can we finally bring our game from the suburbs to the city? From the

racquetball clubs to the convention centers, concert halls and major league arenas?

If the answer is yes, we could be moving into the golden
age of Big Time Racquetball.

The vehicle is the totally portable court. We
currently have a very good court that has been used for
the US OPEN and the Motorola Pro Nationals. This
court is the best to date; it plays true, provides solid
footing and offers excellent two-wall glass viewing. The
two knocks against the court are the speed: it plays slow
and it is not a completely stand-alone court.

The word on the New Court is it is the best one yet
and will open new doors for our game. This new court
has been a work in progress for some three years now.
The group providing the backing is a consortium out of
Chicago. They are the same group of gentlemen who
have sponsored professional racquetball and Dave
Negrete-run events since the mid to late ‘80’s. Mr.
Negrete, IRT Commissioner and a former top-ranked
Ilinois professional, has been affiliated with professional
racquetball all of his adult life. How has this guy

Now, it is time to get back to the sponsorship game.
Our game has always had the potential to attract major
outside sponsors. It has not happened yet for one simple
reason -- we have not attempted to sell our game to
enough presidents, CEO’s, marketing directors, and
other major decision makers. We have not been to the
board room enough to take it to the next level. We don't
even know what the objections would be and the major
hurdles we would have to overcome to gain access to the
pots of gold out there. Most of our sponsors are under
$5,000. We have not asked for the $50k, $100k, $250k
etc. nearly enough. We have to get more aggressive. We
have to push forward.

It’s time to plan strategically for using the court to
deliver our game back to the masses. Do we go to
Daytona Beach at Spring Break; to Las Vegas for a
major league event; to the New York or Chicago
Subway system like professional squash has? What
about Europe? What about Mexico? What about

“THIS COURT IS THE BEST TO DATE;

H

- IT PLAYS TRUE, PROVIDES SOLID FOOTING

AND OFFERS EXCELLENT TWO-WALL

GLASS VIEWING.”

mustered so much support? Easy answer -- he has
earned it. The “man of the people” has racquetball in
his veins and loves to be a part of the racquetball
hierarchy that delivers more sponsorship dollars to the
professional game.

There will be many more articles on the court and
the major players, so I will leave it to another time to
talk about the contributions of this group. However, it
must be said their dedication to our game has been
impressive and very much appreciated.
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China -- there are a few people living there who are
quite into racquet sports!

Can we take our professional game out of the clubs
and bring it to the downtown masses where the cash is?
Can our top professionals draw a crowd without an
amateur draw? There are a lot of questions and it’s time
for us to find out the cold hard answers. Hey, we might
even surprise ourselves and gain thousands of new fans
for what we already know is an awesome game to watch
and play! Hang on and stay tuned...











