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R SHOE 
IT'S 

CH 
TORTURE 

A racquetball court may look like a perfectly 
harmless place to you. But if you were your shoes, 
you'd see things differently. 

You see, few sports are as brutal on shoes as 

BER. 

racquetball. All that skidding and lunging and twist­
ing can all too quickly do them in. 

Unless , of course , you're wearing Tuffs by 
Foot-Joy. Tuffs have special featur es like 3 separate 
rows of stitching at the toe for extra strength. 

A gum rubber sole that bord ers on the inde­
structible with even more stitching all the way 
around to prevent sole separation. 

And 2-ply nylon mesh uppers that are light, yet 
so strong, it's eerie . 

Now if you think all this toughness comes at the 
expense of lightness and comfort, think again. 

Tuffs are cool because they 've got a special 
innersole that's literally riddled with air channels. 
And no shoe has thicker, cushier heel padding. 

So next time you go out on the court , put on a 
pair of Tuffs. And run your 
opponent ragged. Instead 
of your shoes. 

TUFFS 
The toughest shoe in racquetball 
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"21 .. . the name of the game! 
And now I'm getting there first 
more and more. It began 
whenlgclmyhandson 
Omega's new Series 21!M Take 
a look . .. 21 has a new head­
frame extrusion . They call it 
Supertube. Stronger but 
lighter. The design is so strong that li} 
interference of the throat piece. 
Helps me get through the ball 

faster . . . with more power and 
control. And just take a look at 

the class touches on Omega's 
new Series 21!"'.1. it looks like a 
winner! And for the first time, 
Susan has a companion rac­

quet that looks and p lays li ke 
it was bu ilt for her . With he r 

new Series 21, she' s no pushover! 

Ask your pro shop for Omega 21 
. . . but use it on som e one else." 

Omegadroppedtheweightand ' MEGA 
A Prandur Company, ;; 10850 Metro Court Maryland Heights, MO 63043 

~I \J7 800-325 -4025 
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Man into Beast. 
"The Hammer." In the hands of the 

serious player it means power, control, velocity, 
balance, lightness in weight. 

"The Hammer." Graphite 
for strength. Zone• 

weighted for power. 
Head designed for max­

imum hitting surface. 
Tubular frame for light• 

ness. Full foam core to 
minimize vibration. 

"The Hammer." An 
extension of your 

arm. And your will. 
It's at your racquet­

ball dealers. 

Grrr -afall~'s 
"Hammer" 

< Grafa lloy Cor po ratio(l , 1020 North Mar shall , El Cajo n. Cali forn ia 92020 , U.S.A . 

FIVE REASONS 
\bur Club Should Have An 
klentatronics-Mini Photo I.D. System 

$79500 

1) Qu ickly and easily Identify club members from non -members . 
2) Prestige - yoyr card is custom des igned w ith your club ins ignia . 
3) Use for billing - court time, lessons , equipment , cloth ing and gather ing 

marketing information . 
4) The Mini System Is compact , portable and produces an Instant laminated 

photo 1.0. in less than 2 m inutes - Requires approximately 2 feet of table 
top space for operation . 

5) Only an 1.0. card with a photo can eliminate card passing! 
The ldentatronics Min i System includes all equipment necessary to produce an 
instant photo identif ication card. 

I DISTRIBUTOR INQUIRIES WELCOME 
CALL TOLL FREE 800-323-5403 

IOENTATRONICS 

- 425 LIVELY BOU LEVARD • ELK GROVE VILLAGE , IL 60007 • 312/437-265-4 
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AJAY brings out 
the animal in you. 
Whatever animal you turn into 
when you step onto the court , 
Ajay has just the racquet that 
suits your style . Not four or five 
mode ls, FOURTEEN! And 6 
different head shapes . From 
the largest lega l-size to the 
lightest weight. And you 'll 
never growl about the price . 
Make tracks for your sporting 
goods department, pro shop 
or dealer and bag yours . 

,. ~ ~ 

~ ~ 

AJA'l7l GOLF CARTS, BAGS & ACCESSORIES • BOWLING BAGS • BILLIARD CUES , BALLS • 
TENNIS BAGS • RACQUETBALL RACQUETS & ACCESSORIES • 
BASEBALUSOFTBALL, CAMPING ACCESSORIES • EXERCISE EQUIPMENT 

Ajay Sports, 1501 E. Wisconsin, Delavan, WI 53115 



RECEMNG LINE 

Letters 
7b The Editor 

We would like to take this opportunity 
to personally thank those on your staff 
involved with your most recent issue on 
racquetball fashions. 

Our company takes pride in designing 
apparel for the racquetball (woman) 
player exclusively, as we feel there are 
certain features she needs, particular to 
her sport. However, we understand 
there are those who feel differently and 
we want to commend you for featu ring 
both sides of the coin with such clarity . 

In addition , please accept our thanks 
for using our At Ease outfit in "The 
Look of Fashion' ' section. We look 
forward to receiving Racqu etball 
magazine to keep us informed on the 
sport of the '80s . 

Jim and Connie Bowser 
At Ease 

Chesterfield, Mo . 

••• 
I am particularly disturbed by a quote 

in your September, 1979 issue . On page 

18, second column , next 
paragraph appears this quote : 

to last 

"It has emerged from the musty 
YMCAs, they say , and is now played 
on clean, well-lighted cou rts m 
elegant court club complexes . '' 

Parts of this same quote also appear in 
bold type on the same page. 

That is a pretty powerful put-down for 
a national magazine to lay on an 
orga nization like the YMCA. I wond er 
how many YMCAs you have been in ? 
Sure we have some musty ones , bu t we 
also have just as many YMCAs that 
wou ld put any court club to shame . Th e 
YMCA throughout its history has 
strived to serve aII of its memb ers in as 
many ways as possible ; it has not , like 
our competitors, built glorified shrine s 
to a sport and charg ed a fortune to play 
it. YMCA facilities are better built and 
more diversified than any of our com ­
petitors; our emph asis is on participati on 
and usability, not a fashion show . 

You can kindly take the Jord an 
YMCA off any mailing list you may 
have us on . I do not wish to receive 
anymore court club newsletter s like 

your s. I would have thought that since 
racquetb all grew up in th e YMCA , you 
would not put a knife in the YMCA ' s 
back , but instead t reat us with more 
respect. 

Richard Moeller 
Senior Ph ysical Director 

Jord an YMCA 
Indi anapolis , Ind . 

• •• 
Ju st a short note to than k you for the 

excellent coverage you gave Paul 
Sulliv an Sport swear in your September 
issue. Our Acapu lco Warm-Up Suit 
showing th e " M adison A venu e" look 
reprinted beautifull y. We are also 
grateful for th e editorial coverage you 
gave us in the small inse r t on page 30. 

Should you ever have furth er interest 
in our produ ct or compan y , please don 't 
hesita te to call us. Th ank you again for 
your support . 

Min o Sullivan 
Mar keting 

P aul Sull ivan Sportswea r , Inc. 

Racquetball welcomes correspondence 
f rom its readers. Lett ers are subject to 
editing fo r clarity and length . 

COMBAT GWSES. 
PRESCRJPTION ALL-SPORT EYEGUARD FOR RACQUETBALL, HOCKEY, 

FOOTBALL, SQUASH AND OTHER FRJENDLY GAMES. 
WIDE TEMPORAL MOW ALSO AVAILABLE IN JUNIOR SIZE. 

PROTECTION·~ 
_..: . ·.___ __.- ·_ _:. : ·. 

. - - . 
' - -

.f O UBBER CUSHION 
--. -~ 

~-
--- ~ INCLUDED (NOT SHOWN) 

,~._ .,;::-,,..._ V IRTUALLY INDESTRUCTIBLE 

' .;,;'\ 
WIDE-V ISION .~ 

WRAPAROUI\JD PLASTIC 
LENS GROUND 

10 YOUR PRESCRIPTION 

PLASTIC FRAME / ---~-

------
·, NO-FOG V ENT 

John Jerferson 
Star Wide Rece,ver 
San Diego Chargers 

If you wear glasses, the Rainbo Prescription All -Sport Eyeguard will be 
the most serious piece of sports equipment you can own. 
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RAINBO PRESCRIPTION ALL-SPORT EYEGUARD 
NOW AVAILABLE AT YOUR EYE CARE SPECIALIST. 

FOR INFORMATION CALL (800) 423-5221. IN CALIFORNIA CA LL CO LLECT (213) 999-4330 . 



M,~e Yellen 

Get the best shoes,the best racquet, 
and practice, practice, practice. 

There are no shortcut s 
to winning . To reach 
the finals you've got 

. to be good and 
practice hard . And the 

, ,,_ best equipment is a 
, """' must. Especially in shoes . 

\/\{hen so many others are still trying to 
play racquetball in tennis shoes , you can 
get a big advantage by playing in the 
best specialty racquetba ll shoes 
available. Lotto. 

Take it from Mike Yellen and Jennifer 
Harding . They've earned their place at 
the top t hrough talent , a love of the 
game, good equipment and a lot of 

sweat. But it pays off. Mike went to the 
National Men's Sem i-Fina ls in 1978 in 
on ly his second year on the tour, and 
Jennifer made it all the way to the 
Women's Finals! 

Mike and Jenni fer wear Lotto because 
they know how important it is to have .... ~o 

Lotto -Newk USA. San Anto nio, Texas 

the best equipment available. 
And Lotto is the leader in specialty 

racquetba ll shoes, with 8 mode ls to 
choose from, (more than doub le our 
nearest compe titor) topped off by the 
Yellen and Harding Autograph models. 
Every Lotto has a uniq ue wrap-around 
sole and suctio n cup tread pattern 
designed specially fo r 
hardwood courts and 
the sudden starts, 
stops, pivots and 
twists of racquetba ll. 

Try Lotto. It'll bring 
you a step closer to 
the finals . 
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The sport with 
the big market 
for families. 
And the big 
potential for 
investors. 

You can now enter on the 
ground floor of what is dest ined 
to be one high -rise of an invest­
ment : A CPI Racquet Ball "Family 
Court " Franchise! 

Racquetball is going to be in the 
years ahead what tenn is has been 
all along-only more so . Because 
racquetball is a sport that's more 
accessible to a greater variety of 
people with a wider range of 
financial means . Whole families 
can play-male, female, young , 
and not so young . It offers the 
same type skills and exercise 
benefits as tenn is. yet is easier 
to play and quicker to learn . 

If you will simply call us 
COLLECT-at (516) 364 -9270-
we will send you a complete 
package of information on what a 
CPI Racquet Ball "Family Court" 
Franch ise is all abou t 

Everyth ing from what you need 
to become a CPI Franch isee . to 
what we offer once you are one . 

The racquetball industry is a 
success story that is unlike any 
story you've ever heard . 

And one that is destined to 
come true for many a person 
who-like yourself-are now 
exploring the possibility of making 
a CPI Racquet Ball "Family Court" 
Franchise their very own . 

Call COLLECT 
(516) 364-9270-

for your complete 
CPI franchise package! 
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CPI Racqu el Ball 
.. Family Coun ... Inc 
575 Underhill Boulev ard . 
Syossel , New York 11791 
516/364 -9270 
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NEW DIRECTIONS 
Dear Members: 

I am most pleased to address you with news that will be of 
historical significance for our sport . 

Over the past year, the IRA has been working towards 
legitimizing racquetball on the international level with in the world 
organizations of amateur sports federations . 

The first major step towards achieving this goal has been taken, 
through the establishment of the International Amateur Racquetball 
Federation, with 13 countries as charter members . This newly­
formed corporation is a not-for-profit organization made up of the 
amateur racquetball bodies of: France, United States , Spa in, 
Mexico, Egypt, Saudi Arabia , Israel, Venezuela, Germany , 
Switzerland, Great Britain, Holland and Japan . These 13 charter 
members will operate under the " one country , one vote" concept. 
They have adopted a constitution and a Federation Bill of Rights, 
both of which are consistent with international law and concepts 
followed by other sports federations . 

Upon formation of the International Amateur Racq uetba ll 
Federation, immediate application was made to the Gene ral 
Assembly of Sports Federat ions (G.A.S .F.), which met in Monte 
Carlo . Upon obtaining membersh ip in G.A.S.F., application for 
membership will be made immediately to the Internat ional Olymp ic 
Committee . This does not guarantee that racquetball will become 
an Olympic sport, but we are go ing through the steps necessary 
to make it an Olympic sport in the future. 

OFFICERS: INTERNATIONAL AMATEUR RACQUETBALL 
FEDERATION-President , John Parry, European Racquetball 
Federation; Vice President , Bob Folsom, American Amateur 
Racquetball Association; Secretary-Treasurer , Milton Radmilov ich, 
Japan Amateur Racquetball Association ; National Commissioner , 
Uri Lipzin , Israeli Racquetball Association; Board Member, 
Abdelrahman Abdelrahman , Egyptian Racquetball Associat ion; 
Executive Director, Luke St. Onge, American Amateur Racquetb all 
Association . 

In compliance with requirements necessary for the IRA to 
become a member of the United States Olympic Comm ittee unde r 
the Amateur Sports Act of 1978 , the Board of Directors adopted 
the following major changes in the IRA 's const itut ion : 

1. Changed the name of the Internat ional Racquetball 
Association to the American Amateur Racquetball Associat ion . 

2. Required that a min imum of 20% of the Board of Directors be 
act ive racquetball players. 

3. Adopted a players ' Bill of Rights. 
4. Adopted "Official Rules of Racquetball" as part of the AARA 's 

by-laws. 
5 . Voted to become charter members in the International 

Amateur Racquetball Federation. 
Upon adoption of these major constitutional changes , we 

immediately applied for membership in the United States Olymp ic 
Committee under the Amateur Sports Act of 1978 . We are 
currently waiting for their decision and will keep you informed as 
additional exciting events occur. 
Regards, 

µ4~E 
Luke St. Onge 7 
Executive Director 



THI 

ARI COMING II 
Yes , that's right. Beginning next month , 

Racquetball magazine will begin a new feature­
a regular Pro Page , devoted to covering all the 
spills , chills and thrills of the burgeon ing pro 
scene . And that means the entire scene , 
including not only the National Racquet Club 
(NRC) tour , but also the newly-formed Women 's 
Professional Racquetball Associat ion (WPRA) 
and the National Association of Racquetball 
Professionals (NARP) , an association of men 
professionals with plans to start their own to ur in 
conjunction with Playboy magaz ine. 

Every month, our Pro Page will provide you 
with the latest tournament results , act ion photos , 
inside news and announcements . We 'll also 
take a closer look at the players from time to 
t ime, with profiles and interv iews . It's all in tune 
with our goal of keeping you informed and up-to ­
date on the latest happenings in the racquetball 
world. 

The Pro Page-coming next month . Watch 
for it! 

BEFORE YOU 
INVEST IN 
RACQUETBALL 
discover how 
you get the 
fastest dollar 
return with CPI' s 
total package ... 
° Complete materials 

package 
• Design and layout 

• Complete architectural services 

0 Genera l contractor coord in ation 
and construction management 

o Installation 

COURT PLANNERS 
AND INVESTOR 
SERVICES, LTD. 
575 Underhill Boulevard 
Syosset, New York 11791 
(516) 364-9270 

II CPl's tota l syst em includes 
FIBERESIN high-density 62 lb./ cu. f-t. 
recreation court panels. 

- ~--c::::::az:a _______ _ 

I Yes. please send me more information I 
I on CPl's total racquetball pocl<age . I 
I ··~· I 
I '"~~,. I 
I ....... I 
I ,... I 
I ..... I I I 

MAIL ro (01,111 Plantief\ & ln -.0 10, 5.,,._.i,.,. ltd . I I 575 Underhill Blv d . S1on•• • N.Y. 1 179 1 --- __ lial ______ _ 





PLAYERS. FORUM 

ALOVE 
EXCHANGE 
THE 1979 SPECIAL OLYMPICS 
EDITOR'S NOTE: Jim Winterton is a 
racquetball pro at The Winton 
Racquetball Club in Rochester, N.Y. 
This year he participated in the 
International Special Olympics for 
the first time . (The Special Olympics 
are ath letic events such as swimming, 
basketball, etc ., held for young 
peopl e who are mentally and/or 
physically handicapped.) In four days 
(August 8-11) over 2,000 specia l 
at hl etes were taught racqu etba ll. 
This was the first positive step taken 
io making racquetball a competitive 
even t in the next International 
Special Olympics (to be held in 1983). 
Sponsors for the racquetball portion 
of thi s event were AMF Voit, 
Ek telon, Seamco and Omega. The 
following is Mr. Winterton's personal 
account of his participation in this 
very specia l even t . 

The 1979 Int ernation al Specia l 
Olympi cs were held at Brockport State 
Univer sity , near Rochester, N.Y . As the 
instructor in charge of racquetball 
clinics , I went to teach for four days, not 
really understanding what the Special 
Olympics were all about . I came away 
£rom those games, as did the rest of my 
teaching colleagues, a different person . 

It all began Wednesday evening, 
August 8th , with an exhibition at the 
courts . The first participants to hit the 
ball around were Joe Mazzola and Kenny 
Erickson , £rom the Work Experience 
Center in Rochester. Their efforts were 
cheered by the crowd and afterwa rds Joe 
received a trophy; Kenny, a record 
album . 

We spent the entir e next day con ­
ducting clinics for about 500 young men 
and women. My day was highlighted by 
the response of the participants. Severa l 
of them come to mind as I reflect upon 
that day. I particularly enjoyed working 
with Mr. Shin and Mr. Kim from Korea, 
who spoke not one word of English . 
They must have run 100 miles on the 
court in 20 minutes. But what they 
lacked in skill, they made up for in 
ent husiasm . 

I also grew fond of Timmy, a Downe 

Syndrome child, who had one tenth 
normal vision. Timmy struggled to hit 
the ball to the front wall for five minutes . 
After those first difficult five minutes, he 
was not only hitting the front wall, but 
was hitting the ball four or five times in 
succession. Because of such ac ­
complishments, smiling faces were the 
orde r of the day. 

Some of the people I worked with on 
Thursday found such satisfaction on the 
racquetball cou rt that they returned 
Friday and Saturday as well. Mr. Spike, a 
blonde -headed boy from Syracuse, N .Y., 
was one of those who fell in love with the 
sport, and he returned each day for 
more. 

"We came to give 
love and received 
more than we 
could possibly have 
given." 

Friday was so full of events and ex­
citement, it seems only a blur in my 
memory. Sam DiChristina and Joanne 
PoKorny, both of whom teach at the 
Towson Court Club in Baltimore, Md ., 
joined us Friday to teach racquetball 
clinics. They put in many hours of work 
and Sam was assigned the first 
wheelchair racquetball player of our 
clinic. The gallery was packed as Sam 
played racquetball with his four-wheeled 
pupil. 

Friday is also the day the ABC/TV 
people came to film. They caught Chuck 
Wurzer, vice preside nt of the American 
Professional Racquetball Organization, 
teaching. They also filmed a Super Star 
and Special competition, which will be 
aired at a later date on ABC/TV . 

We were pleased to be visited by 
actress Maureen McCormick (Marcia on 
the "Brady Bunch") that afternoon. 
Sam Cianfaranno, from the Upstate New 
York Racquetball Association, taught 

her the rudiments of the game. And, by 
the way, she has the potential to become 
a very good racquetball player. 

She was but one of many celebrities 
who went all out to help the kids have a 
good time . A basketball team from 
Marshall County in Kentucky stopped 
by daily to share their athlet ic skills and 
talent. Muhammad Ali boxed an 
exhibition match and was ''knocked 
out.'' Saturday afternoon Hank Aaron 
played an exhibition racquetball game. 
(He has some forehand! Remember what 
a great wrist hitter he was and imagine 
the racquetball pro he could have been!) 

Saturday morning and afternoon were 
sad. The realization that the weekend 
would soon be over hit us. Sam, Joanna, 
Donna and Elena, who had helped all 
weekend, had to leave that afternoon. 
Tom On achuk, Francine Davis and 
Melanie Taylor drove from Pennsylvania 
to help us out. 

Still, the goodbyes were hard . My 
buddy Spike came back again, so I gave 
him my coaching hat and let him teach. 
He did a dam good job, too. In Special Ed 
if a kid is offered that kind of respon­
sibility, he will shine. Spike is one of 
those kids. 

The closing ceremon ies came all too 
soon. Saturday evening as we said 
goodbye to the kids, a few thoughts came 
to me. I was impressed with Eunice 
Kennedy Shriver's speech, in which she 
made the point : '• A normal athlete 
competes and the strugg le is over, win or 
lose. A special athlete competes and even 
after the event, the struggle is never 
over.'' 

In a conversation Sam DiChristina and 
I had with her, she asked us why we 
thought the Special Olympics were so 
special. Our reply was that the helpers 
were volunteers, only people who love 
children came to help. The atmosphere is 
that of love. 

For four days we taught to the ap­
plause of packed galleries . The spectato rs 
came to see the kids learn and have fun . 
The people cheered wildly for a good 
shot hit by an Olympian . Outside, on the 
track, special volunteers called 
"b uggers" hugged the kids as they 
finished their races . In the end, the 
volunteers felt as thou gh they were the 
ones who were hugged . 

We came to help and were helped. We 
came to teach and were taught. We came 
to give joy and received it. Most im­
portantly, we came to give love and 
received more than we could possibly 
have given. We were not volunteers, for 
we were paid more in. love than we could 
ever bank in our lifetime. • 
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INDUSTRY NEWS 

Curious Curios 

Some people are born collectors. You 
know the type, they collect everyt hing in 
sight: bits of str ing, tin foil, even grains 
of sand . Now comes one of the latest ­
and certainly one of the most ex­
pensive-co llectible s: Sports Figurin es . 

Ten such full -action figurin es have 
been desig ned by arti st Ge rhard Skrob ek 
for Goebel of West Germany . Goe bel is 
th e manufacturer of famous '' M. I. 
Humm el" figurines , plates and bells , 
and othe r fine art collectibles . 

These new bisque porcelai n figurine s 
on black lacquered bases are availab le at 
fine gift , jewelry and department stor es 
in numb ered, limit ed edit ions. Shown 
above are " Skier ," "Go lfer " and 
''Tennis Player.'' They range in siz.e 
from 7 ¼ " x 7 ¼ " to 8 ½ " x 14 ¾ " . 

Reta il price: $77 .50 each. 

Spauld ing Acqu ires 
Chicago Clubs 

In a mov e to expand its ex1st1ng 
operation, Spauldin g Racquetball Club s, 
In c. , of St. Louis , Mo ., has acquired two 
northern Chicago area s uburb an 
racquetball cl u bs. Th e two cl u bs 
(prev iously operati ng under the name of 
SkyHarbor) are locat ed at 3175 Com ­
merci al Ave. in Northbrook and 2699 
Skoki e Valley Rd. in Hi ghland Park . 

Both club s hav e I 2 temperature 
controlled courts and both contain fully 
carpeted locker room s with saunas and 
whirlpools. 

This brings the total number of clubs 
in th e Spaulding chain to 22. There are 
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nine clubs in th e St. Louis area; thr ee in 
Kansas City; one in Lawre nce, Kan. ; 
one each in Springfield , Columbia and 
St. Joseph, Mo. ; one in Littl e Rock, 
Ark . ; Lexing ton, Ky . ; Hou sto n , Tex . ; 
and Edgewat er , N .J . 

Charle s A. Spaulding , president of 
Spaulding Racquetball Clubs, sa id: '· we 
also have a policy of reciproca l mem­
bership privileges to all Spaulding club 
in an y city." Thi s is a real advantage for 
the member who trave ls. 

Th e Spauldin g Racquetball Club s 
bega n in 1973 in St. Louis. Beside 
own in g a nd operat in g 22 clubs, 
Spauld ing also has a prod ucts and se r­
vices divisio n that se lls a complete court ­
wall -door sys tem , as well as providing 
management co ntract se rvices . 

Spur of the Moment Relief 

If you ' re sensitive right down to your 
heels , Calderon Produ cts may have just 
the thing for you. Their new ' 'Cushi ­
H eel Pillow s" are spec ially desig ned to 
relieve the pain of heel spurs, ston e 

bruises and ot her annoy ing foot con­
ditions. 

Easy to use, you sim ply slip the pillow 
into the heel of any spo rts shoe (or 
dr ess or work shoe) . Sized for both men 
and women , the pillows are, according 
to the manu factur er, ''exac tly the right 
shape, densi ty and compr ess ion to 
cus hion the weight heels mu st bear as 
you walk or run ." 

Fo r mor e in formation. contac t : 
Calderon Product Co., P.O . Box 5117 , 
Akron, Ohio 443 13. 

Standard Court Player s Club s (for­
merly Sports lllu strated Court Clubs), 
one of the nation 's larges t racquet sport 
chains, rece nt ly an noun ced two high 
leve l prom otions . 

Lawrenc e Levey, formerly comptroller 
of the Southfield , Mi ch. , based firm , has 
bee n named treasurer. Allen Sabbag, 
who previ ously serve d as vice president ­
operation s, has been named president 
and chief ope rat ing officer. 

Before joini ng the co urt club chain, 
Sabbag was genera l manager of retail 
operations at Mid as, In c. He holds an 
MBA degree from Loyola Univ ersity in 
Chicago. 

With the comp letio n of its new Bay 
City , Mich ., club, schedu led for next 
mo nth , Standard Court Pl ayers will 
operate 17 racquetba ll clubs with a total 
of 215 court s. • 

Descriptions of new produ cts are llS 

according to information provided by the 
manufa ctu rer; produ cts have not. been 
test ed by Racq uetball magazine . 
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(Formerly Internation al Racquetball Assoc iation (IRA)) 
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Racquetball ... 
□ 

Squash ... 

Hundreds of court installations, without a failure, 
mean proven performance. Here's why! 

The material is premium grade 62-P 
hi-density, hi-pressure laminated court 
panel system . 

a-'J'ji, Supe,10, quality and long life 

Complete court package designed 
and engineered to fit your needs and 
budget. 

Dimensionally stable, structurally 
sound, non-sweating surface . 

Resists chipping, cracking, scratching 
and marring from racquet contact. 

Call or write for complete details: 

World Courts, Inc. 
554 Main Street, Dept. A 
S . Weymouth, MA 02190 

Playability is tru e and consis tent , wi th 
uniform ball ac t ion and sound. 

Minimal maintenance, neve r needs 
paint , cleans w it h soap and water. 

Exacting specifications and fu ll inspec­
tion procedu res pr ior to sh ipment. 

Faster installations, no downtime rev­
enue loss . 

Highly trained experts make all instal­
lations, backed by double guarantee 
from World Courts , the court systems 
specialists. 

Indoor Running Tra cks 

Distributor of 
Champi o nship Floors 

Portable or Perman e nt 
Phone: (617) 337-0082 l...-..-----------' 

Dept. R 
rt Product of = FIBERESIN 

Industries, Inc. 



'' t first, I started to get a constant 

pain like a toothache in my playing 

elbow. It hurt to grip a racquet. It 

was there all the time, and I played with 

it for nine months ... I worried when I 

played. I couldn't practice because I had 

to save myself for actual matches ... 

After a while you begin to wonder if it's 

worth it." 

-Tony Roche, Australian tennis 

player once ranked No. 2 in the world. 

'' an is an adaptable creature, and 

one finds out what you can or 

cannot do ... You hurt (your) knee. 

You're conscious of it. But then you 
start to play at a different level. You 

change your run a little bit. Or you dive 

off a different leg. Maybe you alter your 

stance." 

- Merlin Olsen, former tackle for 

the Los Angeles Rams. 

thletic injuries are like distant relatives. You don't think about them until they show up. And then 
they usually end up staying longer than they should. The fact is, we would be much better off to 
start planning right now for a visit from Aunt Malad y, because 9 out of 10 athletes will eventually 
suffer a major injury or at least a series of debilitating minor ones . Everything from severe bruises 
and pulled muscles to strains, spasms and tendonitis. That adds up to about 19 to 20 million 
people a year requiring a physician for so-called ' 'leisure-time'' activities . 

While sports medicine has progressed far beyond its primitive tape and liniment phase, the 
physical demands made by modem sport have escalated too. And so an epidemic of sports injuries 

continues at all levels of competition . All too often, the sports segment of the evening news sounds like 
a casualty report from the front . 

It's no wonder , then, that we've developed an almost obsessive interest in sports injuries. Little wonder, 
too, that injuries have become a staple ingredient in sports lore. We all have our favorite examples. Willis 
Reed dragging his useless leg up and down the court during the Knicks' championship series in 1973 against 

I BY TOM CAHlSON I 
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'' 
Randy S ta/l ord (loh) and DavKJ Pock. 

ormer pro Randy Stafford 
suffered from nagging 

shoulder problems. A review of 
his technique told him why: he 
was catching ceiling balls too 

far overhead. A simple 
adjustment in form cleared up 
the problem." 
16 Racqu etball 

the Lakers; Y.A . Tittle knocked silly time and again by the 
Bears' defense in the 1963 title game , heading back to the 
huddle, blood streaming down his bald head into his eyes; 
Diana Nyad staggering from the water after a marathon swim, 
her face stung to oatmeal by poisonous jellyfish. The list is 
endless. 

Now, cynics might argue that these are professional athletes, 
and they play hard and even suHer because they' re paid to. It's a 
s imple exchange of values : enduring pain for personal gain. 

The problem with such a conclusion, of course, is th at there 
are millions of amateur ath letes from college football players to 
racquetball aficionados who voluntarily enter into training 
routines every bit as torturou s as the pro equivalent . What's 
more, they play injured, just like th e pros, even when they 
don 't have to. 

In the end, money is seldom the motive for playing hurt . It 
goes deeper than that . It may be our Purit an origi ns speaking, 
telling us that th ere is no success without suffering, no gain 
without pain. More certain ly , we play hurt because sports has a 
great deal of ego -involvement. To a large extent, you are what 
you play. And to be unable to play anymore, to be told that the 
sport has un fortu nately got ten the best of you, is a blow of the 
first magnitud e to your sense of self worth. 

o we tape up and drag ourse lves back onto the courts 
and playing fields when our better judgment and the 
odds arg ue against it. Some might call it mindless 
machismo. Oth ers, perhaps more accurate ly, would 
see such gest ur es as evidence of the indomitable human 
spiri t . The refusal to quit. Grace under pressure. lf 
you take spo rts injuries into considerat ion , our nationa l 
pastime isn't football or baseball. It's gutsball , the one 

game 9 out of 10 of us will eventually play . 
While racquetball isn't nearly as hazardous to your health as 

football, basketbal l or hockey, there rema ins an epic catalogue 
of injuri es common to the sport. According to a recent medical 
surv ey, if you play racquetball, th e injuries you' re most likely 
to susta in are elbow tendonitis, shou lder injuries, ruptured 
Achilles tendons, knee and ankle ailments, abdom inal muscle 
pulls or rib -cage strain s. 

Which injury lurks in your future? It all depends, on chance 
to a certain extent . We're all playthings of the gods, and when 
those almighty stage mana gers feel like it, they indiscriminately 
tear up knees, crack ribs and slip discs just for the black humor 
of it all. 

Then there's your genera l body type . Loose and tight may be 
states of mind, but they ' re also inherited body configurat ions. 
And accordi ng to Dr. James Nicholas, founder of the Instit ute 
of Sports Medicine and Athletic Trauma at Lenox H ill Hospital 
in N ew York City, your body type has a great deal to do with 
the kind of injuries you 're likely to suffer. ''The loose athlete,'' 
says Dr . Nicholas, ''is flexible and agile, but suscept ible to torn 
ligaments ; he has to strengthen him self. The tight type,'' he 
continues, " is stronger and has to stretc h h imself ; he tends to 
fracture an ankle rather than sprai n it .'' 

But there ' s no reason to start feeling sorry for yourself just 
because your ath letic future seems beyond your contro l. 
Certainly fate and genetic inheritance play a sign ificant role in 
determining the injuries awaiting you . But to a far greater 
extent, things rest squarely in your hands. In the end, you' re 
the captain of your own medical destiny . 

Take conditio ning and genera l preparation , for example. If 
you 're among the select few who have both ered to get in shape 
before playing, your chances of getting hurt are sign ifican tly 
reduced. The same is tru e for proper warm -ups. Listen to Dr. 
Ben E. Benjamin, director of th e Mus cular Therapy Institute 
and author of Sports Without Pain: ' ' In racquetball, it is 
especially important to be quit e warmed up because of the 
sudden starts and stops that are part of th e game. Unfor ­
tunately, most people don't warm up properly." And so come 



the muscle pulls, tears, strains, sprains and spasms . 
Another injury factor over which you have some control is 

your technique or form. In racquetball, bad form usually spells 
bad news for the arm, shoulder or back. Larry Liles, coach of 
the IRA nation al champion Memphis State University team, 
has seen his share of chronic elbow and shoulder injuries. And 
he thinks that part of the problem is that too many players are 
trying to duplic ate the power style of Marty Hogan. "H ogan 
rolls his wrist at the point of impact and really rips the ball ,'' 
explains Liles. ''That's all well and good for someone like 
Marty whose wrist is as broad as your knee . But in the less 
powerfully built player, the tendons of the wrist and elbow take 
a terrible beating .' ' The result is that a whole host of would -be 
Hogan s wake up to discover that tennis elbow isn't just for 
tenni s anymore. 

It ' s the sma rt player like former pro Randy Stafford who 
competes within his physical limitations , and makes ad­
justments in form when the body sends out distress signals. For 
some time, Stafford suffered from nagging shoulder problem s. 
A review of his technique soon told him why. He was catching 
ceiling balls too far overhead-at about 12 o'clock instead of 
around 10 o'clock where the ball should be struck. Instead of 
the shock of impact going through the wrist and into the 
racquet , it was traveling straight down his arm and into his 
shoulder. A simple adjustment in form cleared up the problem. 

ene Grapes probably knows more than he should-or 
wants to know-about altering techniqu e to compen ­
sate for injuries. Th e 1978 -79 IRA Golden Masters 
National Champion has suffered more than his share 
of injury and illness . And that includes a case of chron ­
ic arthritis. ' ' I used to love a low, hard serve,'' recalls 
Grapes wistfully. ''But constant bending over plus the 
tremendous torsion required to hit that type of serve 

started giving me everyt hing from scia tica (hip and back pain) to 

Eye injuries - ---------

Shoulder Injuries---- --/ 

Elbow tendonitls 

Lower back pain 

Knee and ankle ailments 

Ruptured Achilles tendon 

muscle spasms.'' The problem became acute during the IRA 
national singles tournament last spring in Las Vegas. Grapes 
won anyway. '' And I did it without serving one ball below my 
shoulders," says Grapes proudly . "I changed to a garbage 
overhead, jamming my opponent when I had to . '' Moral: A lot 
of smart pitcher s have lost their fastball and managed to stay in 
the big leagues. 

When injury finally does strike, the average racquetball 
player is pretty much on his own. Prior to most amateur 
tournaments, officials routinely notify local paramedic and CPR 
(coronary-pulmonary resuscitation) units. Anything short of a 
heart attack, however, and the player is left to make his own 
medical arrangements or to go off and lick his wounds by 
himself. Elaine Lee, an IRA national doubles champion 
and a top ranked singles player, speaks for the majority of 
player s: "Short of any serious injury, I'm my own doctor. I 
have to be. If I've got ankle problems -an d I do-then I do a lot 
of reading and design a conditioning program for myself.'' 

College racquetball teams don't fare much better. Like most 
other university "club sports" -volleyball, wrestling, karate, 
etc. - racquetball generally has no money set aside for a team 
doctor or trainer . The best a club player can hope for is a coach 
who's got his team's interests at heart. The first order of 
business for Memphis State coach Larry Liles, for example, is 
conditioning . "It's the best hedge against injury," he says. 
And just to make sure all bets are covered, Liles has enlisted a 
surgeon friend of his to act as team doctor, and has also gained 
access for his players to the ultrasound , wh irlpools and weight 
equipment of the football team . 

When it comes to injury , the pros, too, must fend for 
themse lves . While it's true that the higher the level of play, the 
lower the incidence of injury, the pros are only human . They 
get hurt too. And when it 's serious, they're faced with the 
same dilemma that puzzles the lowliest ''C '' player with a bum 
knee: who to call for medical attention . 

CAUTION: 
DANGIH ZUNIS 
AHIAD 

All athletic endeavors, from box ing to mountain climbing to 
football , are potent ially hazardous . And, while playing racquet­
ball may not be as dangerous as some spo rts, regulars of the 
game know It has its share of woes . The accompanying illustra ­
tion shows some of the most common areas of racquetball 
injury . The illustration depicts such problems as ankle ailments 
and elbow tend onitis, but does not include self-inflic ted 
wounds result ing from clumsiness (i.e. Jammed toes, bitten 
tongue , brui sed knees, etc .). When it comes to those kinds of 
Injuries, friend , you're on your own . 
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RA Golden Masters champ 
Gene Grapes plays with 

injuries, including everything 
from sciatica to muscle 

spasms and chronic arthritis. 
Luckily, Grapes' doctor knows 
about sports medicine. He has 
to; he's Grapes' doubles 
partner." 

18 Racq uetball 

The problem should not be resolved by a random stroll 
thro ugh the yellow pages. When it comes to treating athletic 
injuri es, there are two kinds of physicians: those who have 
training in sports medicine and those who don't . Doctors in the 
latter group-from family physicians to traditional or­
thopedists-have been taught to diagnose and treat all injuries 
with the goal of getting the patient back to normal, even if that 
means telling the ath lete not to play again. 

Chances are, however, that a doctor trained in sports 
medic ine won't simply tell you not to play anymore. He'll 
diagnose your injury and then discuss with you what you can 
and can't do ; if it 's serio us, he'll probably point out the 
consequences of continued athletic activity, offer you a limited 
program for continued play and then let yott make the decision. 
Sports medic ine specialists are more sensitive to the 
psychological "addiction" many players, pro and amate ur 
alike, develop for a particu lar sport. These doctor s reason, and 
probably accurate ly, that to tell a dedicated athlete he can't ever 
play again would do more damage psychologically than further 
limited playing might do physically. In other words, in the case 
of the committed athlete , playing hurt, even if it aggravates a 
chron ic condition, is often preferable to not playing at all. 

Gene Grapes is one of the lucky players. He has a physician 
who knows sports medicine. Dr. Al Scha ttner , director of 
Columbia Hospital Emergency Room in Pittsburgh , has had 
long talks with Grapes about his arthritis , his age (57) and the 
rigors of racquetball. '' He began by asking me what/ wanted to 
do," recalls Grapes. " Then he said, 'Well, Gene , if you were 
20, we might treat this thing differently. But since you ' re not a 
kid anymore, and you obviously want to keep playing. let' s try 
to keep it in check.' " And so, following a carefully or­
chestrated conditioning program and a regimen of medicat ion, 
Grapes began his tournament play. 

When a problem arose, medical help was right there. 
Literally. A l Schattner had becom e Grapes' double s partner, 
and together. they won the IRA Golden Masters doubles tit le 
two years ago in San Diego and repeated last year in Sterl ing, 
Va. 

You seldom hear people like Gene Grapes compl aining. They 
feel lucky to be playing at all. The pain, which is always there, 
is simp ly worn like another piece of clothing . 

uke St. Onge wears his pain almost every time he plays. 
With 38 dislocations of the shoulder and a disintegrating 
knee that requires more wrapping than Macy's at Christ· 
mas, the executive director of the IRA knows all about 
playing hurt. Yet, claims St. Onge, it's nothing to get 
melodramatic or maudlin about.' 'Wi th a chronic injury , '' 
he says, "you learn quickly about thresholds of pain. 
Once you play through the pain and get to the other side , 

the next time you have to do it, it isn't so difficult ." 
Of course getting beyond the pain doesn 't mean that the 

injury has gone away . It could be that, through hard play, 
you've traumatized that area of your body, put it into a kind of 
localized shock so that the pain is hidden. Or it could mean that 
you've been unconsc iously compensating by removing stress 
from the inju red area and transferring it to a healthy part of the 
body . This latter phenomenon is the Catch-22 of playing hurt: 
favor your bad knee and you injure your good one. 

The development of modem chemistry has provided many 
athletes with another means of staying in the game: drugs, a 
whole pharmacopoeia of painkilling miracles . Taken in proper 
doses and under carefu l supervision, these painkillers have been 
a blessing for the athlete and non-athlete alike. 

All too often, however, ath letes, with the tacit approval of 
team physicians, coaches, and owners , have taken excessive 
dosages in order to keep playing. The result has often been a 
more serious injury. 

Despite what the TV ads claim, it's not Wheaties that keeps 



the pro footballer going. It's painkillers like butazolidin, 
Xylocaine, procaine and cortisone. According to Edward 
Percy, a member of the American College of Sports Medicine, 
these drugs are used as commonly as aspirin among football 
players. Without them , team benches would be sparsely pop­
ulated on Saturday and Sunday afternoons. 

methamphetamine (''speed'') . These are the drugs that have 
been responsible for the most spectacular revelations in the last 
few years. In 1974, for example, there was a scandal involving 
the NFL's San Diego Chargers. Widespread use of speed among 
team members was admitted by doctors, management and 
players alike. There were fines, firings and a book, The 
Nightmar e Season , by the team physician. Despite the scandal, 
there is every indication today that the league did not learn its 
lesson from the Chargers . 

Not all athletes are sold on the quick chemical answer to pain. 
Bill Walton, the All-Pro former center for the Portland Trail 
Blazers , made news in August of 1978 when he publicly 
demanded to be treated . Among other sins, Walton accused the 
Trail Blazers of misusing painkilling drugs on him, and 
suggested that one of them, Xylocaine, led to the fracture of his 
left foot during the NBA playoffs. Walton, of course, was 
tr aded , but the issue continues to boil. 

Because they allay fatigue and disguise pain, amphetamines 
have been used widely and for years in endurance sports such as 
running, bicycling, rowing and so on (as far back as 1939, 
there were demands that they be banned from these sports). 

More important for football, however, speed taken in large 
doses has a remarkable capacity to bring upon symptoms of 
paranoid schizop hrenia. Speed can produce a fearful rage that 
makes it much easier for the reluctant or tired player to 
perform. 

Probab ly even more dramati c than the use of painkilling 
drugs among athletes have been recent disclosu res about the 
abuse of so-called "addictive" drugs. Best known among the 
additives are th e amphet amines, a group of drugs chemically 
similar to the adrenaline normally produced in the body . These 
''pep'' drugs include Benzedrine , Dexadrine , Dexamy l and 

Whether or not the drug actually enhances reflexes or hand­
eye coordination is open to question. Some people obviously 
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WRAP UP 

Knee injuries , ranging from torn ligaments to tendon itis, are among the 
most common maladies of racquetball players . And few players are likely 
to want to exchange the ir active sport for someth ing as sedentary as 
br idge , Just be cause of a bum knee Therefore , it's best to take pre · 
caution against aggravating a chronic knee, wh ich could otherwise force 
you to give up the game altogether One way to take precaut ion is to wrap 
your knee before playing 

In the accompanyi ng series of photographs , Jerry Carter, license d 
athletic trainer for the Memphis Rogues soccer team (N.A .S.l. ), demon ­
strates his technique for a general wrap . Carter points out that this wrap is 
good for cartilege injur ies. as it reduces the chances that the knee will 
rock back and fort h 

Before beginning the process , be sure to place a " raiser"· under the 
hee l of the foot. Th is will ensure a natura l bend of the knee . Also , it is 
advisab le to sp ray the leg with a tape adhes ive (there are a variety of 
brands on the market) . This tacky substance w ill prevent the wrap from 
slipping during active play 

Step 1. Use a 6 " width bandage , and beg in the wrap from mid-ca lf. It is 
importan t to wrap upward, from the calf , to prevent cutting ott the upward 
flow of blood in your veins . 
Step 2. Layer the bandage as you wrap, taking care not to wrinkle it. 
Wrinkles will make the bandage fit looser, thus decreasing support for the 
Joint. 
Step 3. Wrap the bandag e all the way up to m1d-th1gh. This will give your 
knee the most support . 
Step 4. Anchor the bandage at the top by using adhesive tape . Wrap it 
around the leg severa l times . 
Step s . Anchor the bandage at the bottom by using the adhesive tape 
just below the knee (top of the calf area) . 
Step 6 . The fin ished wrap . 

One final note. Carter says . regards serious knee injuries . If you have 
an inju ry for wh ich you·ve undergone surgery. chances are you should 
(if you haven·t already) invest in a knee brace . They can be made to order 
and will save time However . some players prefer the wrap. because they 
say it is more comfortable . Either way. proper support and care for an 
injured area is essential for any athlete who plays with an injury . 

Racquetball 1 S 



ATTENTION PHOTOGRAPHERS: Racquetball 
magazine is seeking freelance photographers to cover 
IRA sanctioned tournaments throughout the country. 
If you are interested in representing your area, please 
send samples of black and white sports photos 
(preferably racquetball) to: P.O. Box 16566, Memphis, 
Tn. 38116, ATTN . MURRY KEITH. Photos will not be 
returned unless self-addressed, stamped envelope 
is enclosed . 

When it comes to Rac­
quetball shoes the Copenhagen by 
Patrick stands alone . We were the first 

Now available : 
The High-Top 
Copenhagen 

to develop a shoe spec ifi cally designed for 
Racquetball. We didn't take a tennis or bas­
ketball shoe and adapt it with a different 
sole; we started from scratch and built a 
shoe that nobody has come close to in 
quality and design . 

The Copenhagen is available at pro 
shops and fine Sporting Goods stores . Try a 
pair. You won't believe it! 

[2]PATRICK 
You owe it to your feet ™ 

45 East 30th Street , New York, N.Y. 10016 (212) 686-8052 
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think that it does. In the early 1930s , 
Don Butch er , Briti sh Squash Racquets 
Champion, was affectionately known as 
The Benzedrine Kid . Today Butch er's 
beliefs are shared by a good num ber of 
disciples in pro baseball and football. 
Recent tests, however , revea ling in­
creased acci den t rates among 
''speedi ng'' driver s, seem to indicate 
that amphetamines might actually 
impair judgement. Th e jury is stil l out, 
and the game of chemical Russian 
rou lette continues unab ated. 

ortun ately, the dru g controversy 
has not yet touc hed racquetball. 
And it may not, ever. The con­
ditions just don 't seem right . Dru gs 
work th eir way into sports com­
petition only whe n the pressure 
moun ts - wh en there are highl y 
paid (or over paid) athletes. betting 

lines in Las Vegas, team owners with 
egos as big as the Ritz and hoa rds of fans 
in high pr iced seats. 

Alth oug h orga nized racquetball has 
drawn increasing attention of late, it has 
somehow resisted being turn ed into the 
kind of big business indicati ve of, say, 
football. There's a great deal of money 
involved to be sure, but in this age of 
corporat e mentality, racquetball remain s 
essentiall y a game played by relative ly 
indepe.ndent, self-sufficient individu als. 

Whil e such puri sm has kept pro 
racquetball earning s from going throu gh 
the ceiling, it has also kept players 
shielded from some unsavory com­
plications. Says Jerry Hilecher : "It's 
probably just as well that racquetb all 
isn't so developed that players have to go 
to team doctors , traine rs and so on. 
Th ese guys traditionall y are under a lot 
of pressur e to give ath letes some pills and 
get them back into the game . '' 

Thi s lack of th e kind of pressures 
common to othe r sports may also explain 
why most se rious racqu etball players, 
pro or amateur, know a great deal about 
medicine- from varieties of conditioning 
to diagn osis and treatment of pulls, 
sprains and so on. It's really not so 
surpri sing. After all , they're in a sport 
without trainers, aides and assorted 
medical minions to carry them from the 
court, spray them, give them salts, ice 
th em, rub them down and wrap them up. 
Th ey' re on their own. 

And as those who have played the 
game long enoug h and played hurt often 
eno ugh will tell you , racquetball is like a 
baby goriJla. It 's essentially playful and 
fun, but occasionally it doesn ' t know its 
own strength. Under these cir­
cumstances , players have found th at an 
ounc e of prevention is well worth the 
effort . Because as anyone who plays with 
an injury knows, pain isn't redemptiv e 
or noble; it just hurts . • 



t 's that time of year again! 
So, get your jollies up and prac­
tice your ho , ho, ho's. Christ ­
mas is literally just around the 
comer . To make it easier for all 
you potential Santas out there 

who don't have a staff of tiny elves on 
your payroll, here's our racquetball gift 
guide: the who, what, when and where 
of gift shopping for that racquetball 
fanatic in your life. 

First stop: the pro shop at your local 
court club. Most shops have a wide range 
of goodies to please any racquetballer. 
From stocking-stuffers to major items, 
it 's a good place to start your shopping. 

Accessories alone-wrist bands, head 
bands, balls, belt towels, gloves, 
eyeglass holders, eyeguards-make ideal 
gifts. Don't fret about duplicating a gift 
your racquetballer already has. Active 
players need more than one of 
everything. In one session on the court, 
wall bangers may go through three or 

four sets of bands and wristlets, not to 
mention a whole passel of balls. 

If there's someone you'd just love to 
coax onto the court, consider giving 
him a racquet for starters . They can be 
purchased for as little as $10 . Then 
again, if it's someone really special you 
have in mind, you can pay as much as 
$99 .95 . But watch out. Your 
racquetballer might want a certain size 
grip-very important for finesse shots 
and maximum performance-so maybe a 
gift certificate for a racquet would be a 
safer purchase. 

If it's the unusual you seek, 
Crosswinds Corporation has a series of 
12 zany racquetball posters suitable for 
framing . Artist Billy Vann has created a 
wacky combination of off -the-wall 
racquetball situations. You can choose 
from such titles as "Ceiling Shot," " •z' 
Ball," "Waffle Face," "Doubles," 
"Kill Shot," "The Rally," "The 
Gentle Sex, " - a dozen in all. Your club 
may sell these. If not, write to Bob 

Hennkens, president, Crosswinds 
Corporation, 1500 Fen Park Drive, 
Fenton, Mo . 63036 . A full set of one 
dozen costs $24 plus $1 for handling. 
Individual posters sell for $2 apiece. (If 
you order less than 12 you still have to 
pay the SI for handling.) On request, 
Bob Hennkens will send you a list of 
what's available in the "Racquetball 
Fanatic'' series, as the posters are called. 

Crosswinds also handles Sports 
Illustrated full-color action posters (2' by 
3 ') of Charlie Brumfield and Marty 
Hogan bending to hit a ball. To order. 
send $3 for each poster to Crosswinds 
Corporation. They make great den or 
room decorations . Again, add $1 for 
handling per order. 

For those who travel, there's even a 
racquetball travel guide . It's called 
Racquetball : When• to Pia;, in the 
U.S.A.. and was compiled by Susan 
McShirley. Just as the title implies, the 
book is a directory of racquetball facilities 
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in the United States (over 1300 entries, 
including Canada and a section on 
resorts). For $7 .95 you can order the 
book from S.R.M. Press, P.O. Box 
67A78, Los Angeles, Ca. 90067 . It 
provides such helpful information as 
location of clubs, number of courts, 
hourly rates and guest fees. It's a perfect 
gift for the business person who likes to 
stay in shape while on the road. 

Any true athlete is always in the 
market for another good T-shirt . (The 
more you have, the less often you have 
to do laundry, which can interfere with 
playing time .) So, if you can't find a 
racquetball T-shirt at your pro shop, you 
can order one that says : "Racquetball: 
The No. 2 Indoor Sport.'' (No, squash 
isn't No . 1.) The shirt is yellow, all 
cotton, comes in all sizes and costs $6.95 
(plus $1 for postage). Order it from 
Expressions, Dept. RB, 14157 Califa 
St., Van Nuys, Ca. 91401. 

Also in the clothing line: in East 
Hartford, Connecticut, Sherman's 
Cravats (formerly Stuart Baldwin) is 
offering a racquetball necktie. It's 100 
per cent polyester and comes in navy, 
burgundy, green and brown set off by 
several tiny racquetball players in white. 
Cost: $9 plus $1 for handling. Sher ­
man's Cravats Ltd., 1009 Main Street, 
East Hartford, Conn. 06108 . 

22 Racquetball 

a. 

Available in December, Sherman's 
will also have a webb belt for the 
racquetball player. According to the 
manufacturer, the belt is "made of 100 
per cent cotton in ivory with the 
racquetball player in whit e on a navy 
background ." It comes in two styles, 
ring buckl e or leather tab buckle, and is 
available for men and women in waist 
sizes up to 44. Both designs retail for 
$11, plus $1 for handling. (According to 
Leon Darefsky, president of Sherman's 
Cravats , next on their list will be a 
racquetball rainhat.) 

From high above sea level, courtesy of 
Rocky Mountain Rackets, P. 0 . Box 
7 39, Loveland, Co. 805 3 7, comes a 
guaranteed, battery operated racquetball 
wall clock. Available in five colors at 
$29.95 each. 

For the friend who likes to keep 
records, GB Farms, Box 372-R, 
Calabasas, California 91302, has a 
racquetball diary called the "Racquetball 
Record." In a 7½" by 9" vinyl binder, 
you can record tournaments entered, 
partners to rememb er, data on worthy 
opponents and times when you have a 
lesson scheduled. Write to GB Farms for 
more information. 

A gift for racqu etball players of all ages 
comes from the Jokari company. It's 
called '' Racquetball Without the 

Walls," and the description is apt. For 
$11.99 you can purchase this fun game 
(a ball attached to a "super-stretch" 
st ring and a weight), plus instruct ions. 
Or, for $ 3 5 you can buy a comp lete set 
including two racquets and a ball. The 
game serves as a good practice tool for 
friends who can't make it to the courts as 
often as they'd like. If you can't find it in 
a local store, try: Jokari/US Inc., 4715 
McEwen , Dallas , Tx. 75234, (214 -233 -
5541). 

You may have seen advertisements for 
racquetball jewelry-necklaces, earrings 
and such in gold or silver. Tinker and 
Company, 400 S. Orlando Avenue, 
Building C., Winter Park, Fl. 32789, 
sells these popular items by mail order. 

You can call Tinker at 305-645-5212 
and expect delivery in 7 to 10 days. 
Master Charge, VISA, check or money 
order, COD all accepted. Gold items are 
14 karat; 92.5 sterling silver and white 
gold are also available . 

A useful gift that's also uniqu e is to 
arrange for complimentary court time for 
a friend at your local club. (This follows 
the same principle, for example, as giving 
theater tickets, but is tailored to the 
racquetball fan.) Or, if you wish to go all 
out, you can always purchase an entire 
membership for someone (better be sure 
they really love racquetball) . Such 



arrangements will vary in cost, 
depending on the club involved. 

Of course , one of the best bargains 
around is a subscription to Racquetball. 
At $10 a year for 12 issues , you can 
hardly miss . (Order forms are con­
veniently provided in this issue .) 

While not strictly a gift idea , the 
thought of a brass door handle in the 
shape of a racquetball racquet is in­
triguing . Court clubs often have them. 
Steve Kay , general manager of Stratford 
Industries and the distributor of the 
handles, has a novel use for them . 
" Mount the handle on a polished piece 
of walnut and use it as a perpetual trophy 
in your club . Put a detachable brass plate 
at the bottom and inscribe the names­
year after year - of tournament win­
ners," says Kay. You may order a 
handle/trophy from Kay by writing to 
Stratford Industries Co., Inc., 2284 
Pargon Road, San Jose, Ca. Cost per 
handle : $98 .50, plus about $3 or $4 for 
shipping. Kay will send a brochure on 
request. You can also phone him at 408-
263 -8686 . 

Another item for the affluent, par­
ticularly those recently recovering from 
heart complications and advised by their 
physicians to start an exercise program, 
is a finger pulse meter . The devise is 
marketed by Universal Resilite Co., lnc., 

20 Terminal Drive So., Plainview, NY 
11803 (516-433-8900) . 

Th e meter clips on to your thumb­
you have a pulse there - and shows how 
many beats per minute your pump is 
putting out. "More and more people are 
becoming conscious of heart preventive 
maintenance or rehabilitation programs 
now,'' says Don Hannington, sales 
representative for Universal Resilite . 
"People who have already had heart 
attacks are strongly advised by car­
diologists to go into an exercise program. 
It could be a combination of fitness and 
racquetball, of course. ln such a 
program, heart rate becomes vital in 
determining the limits of your exercise 
capacity. The player clips the meter on 
his or her thumb and constantly 
monitors his or her pulse. Also, people 
who have not had a heart attack but may 
have taken up racquetball, or any sport 
for that matter, have to be cautious, 
particularly if they are getting on in 
years . Often a physician will prescribe a 
range-what we call a 'private area'­
maximum pulse rate. This translates to, 
say, 150 or 160 beats per minute while 
playing. The pulse meter helps - the 
athlete keep in range." Cost? About 
$198. 

Don Hannington also suggests a home 
exercise bike unit from Resilite, which is 

' 'built to last.'' Universal sells the 
Monark Starr, a Swedish-made unit of 
durable design . "Most of the exercise 
bikes on the market,'' Hanning ton 
cautions, ''have a screw-type wheel 
resistance unit on the front wheel which 
usually breaks after a few days. The 
Monark Starr features a nylon belt. The 
belt-replaceable for $3 or $4- lasts for 
10,000 or more miles and may be or­
dered from Universal Resilite. '' Write to 
Hannington at Universal Resilite or 
phone if you are close to Plainview, Long 
Island . The Monark Starr sells for $245. 

Speaking of gifts, here's a suggestion 
for the toymakers of America ... What 
you did for Farrah Fawcett, you can do 
for racquetball! 

We need one of those mechanical 
dolls. Let's call it "The Contender." 
Dress it in shorts and a shirt. It turns red 
in the face, drops to the floor, thrashes 
about and beats a tattoo on the floor with 
its heels . ("Oh, look Mommy! That 
looks just like Daddy!") 

Here's another. Gets red in the face, 
jaws open wide, emits a shrill howl, then 
moons the crowd in one motion and 
flashes the gallery in another. You can 
call this one the ''Charlie's-Not-An­
Angel" doll. A perfect gift for the 
racquetball player of delicate (or is it 
delinquent?) taste.• 



NOVEMBER 7-11 NOVEMBER 16-18 NOVEMBER30-DECEMBER2 Boston Tennis Club Holiday FEBRUARY 8-10 MAY 9-11 
Omega-Hertz Racquetball Turkey Shoot Chavelier Waterbed Open (3) Festival (3) Women '80 Tournament (3) Racquetball Northeast Grand 
Classic (3) Supreme Courts (3) Shrewsbury, MA Boston Tennis Club Boston Tennis Club Prix (3) 
Rac quetime of Ballwin Nas hville , TN Tournament Direct or: Summer St. Tournament Director: Shrewsbury Racquet Club 
(f ormerly Wilson-C oryell Tourname nt Director: Paul Henr ickson Boston, MA Maureen Boulette Tournament Dir ector : 
Rac qu etball Cl ub) Mike M/e ho vich 617-845-1001 Tournament Director : 617-754-6073 Paul Henrickson 
91 0 Clay ton Rd. 615-832- 7529 John Lepore Tenn is Drive 
Ballwi n, MO 63 011 Down town Y Open (3) 617-269-4300 FEBRUARY 15-17 Shrewsbury , MA 01545 
Tou rnament Direct or: 

Turkeyfest Open (3) 
Downtow n Y Wash ington Birthday 617-845- 1001 

Sherry Ridi ngs 
University of Southern Maine 

605 N. Ervay JANUARY 3-7 Open (3) 
314-391-8087 

Port land, ME 
Dallas , TX I.R.A. Open State Men and Merrymeet ing Racquetball 

MAY 10-11 
Tournament Direct or: 

Tournament Director : Women Doubles (3) Club 
Downtown Racquet Club Omega-He r tz Racquetball 

Bruce Lewis 
Jim Handley Central YMCA Topsham , ME 04086 

Contact Tom Whipple Classic (3) 
207-773 -6438 

214-742-3251 401 Atk inson Dr. Tournament Dir ector: 
fordeta,ls 

Racquet ball Centre Honolulu , HI 96814 Bruce Lewis 
44 0 In ters tate No. Parkway 

Salisbury Court Club DECEMBER 1-3 Tournament Director : 207- 773-6438 
MAY 22-26 

Atlanta , GA 30339 
Maryland Racqu etball Western New England Phy/tis Gomes I.R.A . Nat ional Sing les 

Tournament Director : FEBRUARY 22-24 
Bobby Siegle Assoc iation Open Open (3) 

Racquetball Northeast Grand 
Site to be announced in 

Tournament Director. Racquet Club of Bousquet JANUARY 4, 5, 6 DECEMBER issue of 
404-955-5555 

Tom Whipple Pittsfield, MA Auburn Open Regional (3) Prix (3) RACQUETBALL 
Tournament Direct or: Auburn University Racquetball Internat ional 

NO VEMBER 9-11 Mike Meyer Auburn , AL Tournament Director : 
Ocean State Open (3) NO VEMBER 23-25 413-499-460 0 Tournament Director : Jim Power JUNE20-22 
Playoff Club AMF Head Fall Fish bowl Frolic Joh n Jordan or Gary Bell 45 Vanderbilt Ave . Racquetball Northeast Grand 
15 Catamore Blvd . Easter Seal Benef it (3) 205-895-6144 Norwood , MA 02062 Prix (3) 
East Providence, RI 02914 21st Poin t Racquetball Club DECEMBER 7-9 617-769-2340 Racquet ime 
Tournament Director : 721 Boardman-Poland Rd. Melrose Park Insurance JANUARY 11-13 Tournament Director 
Dennis Culbe rson Youngst own, OH 44512 Agency Champ ionships (3) Maine Closed (2) FEBRUARY 24-MARCH 2 Rich Derby 
401 -434 -3600 Tournament Director: 17th and Rice St. Andy Valley Racquetball Club Racquetball Week 200 VFW Parkway (Rear) 

Gary Walters Melro se Park , IL Lewiston, ME Dedham , MA 02026 
1st Annual Team Racquetball 216-758-2334 Ray Mitchell Tournament Director : FEBRUARY 28-MARCH 2 617-828-7632 
Invitational (2) 312-745 -9400 Bruce Lew is I.R.A . State 
Miami Lakes Racquet Club Easter Seal Benefit (3) 207 -773-6438 Champ ionsh ips (2) Anapol is Court Club 5885N . W. 151stSt. 21st Point Racquetball Club Towson Court Club Mason Dix on Inv i tat ional Contact local state di rectors Maryland State Singles Miami Lakes, FL 721 Boardma n-Po/and Rd. Santa Claus Anonymou s for sites 
Tournament Director : Youngstown , OH 44512 Tournament Direc tor: 

Greenv ille Racquetba ll Club Contact Tom Whipple 

3700 Kennett Pike for details Dennis Feren t ino Tourname nt Direc tor: Tom Whipple 
305-822-0160 Mary Ann Johnston Green ville , DE 19807 MARCH 14-16 

216-758 -2334 Tournament Director: Ho/ab/rd Club 
JULY 18-20 

4th Annual Turkey Classic (2) DECEMBER 8- 10 D. C. Lantz or Maryland Racquetball 
Racquetball Northeast Grand 

Oklah oma State Universi ty NOVEMBE R 29-DECEMBER 2 
Western New England John Chelu cci Assoc iation Sanctioned 

Prix (3) 
Stillwater, OK Omega-Hertz Racquetball 

Open (3) 302 -654-2473 Open 
Worcester Court Club 

Tournament Director : Classic (3) 
Racquet Club of Bousquet Tournament Director : 

Tournament Director : 
Mark Fairbairn Franklin Racquet Club 

Pittsf ield , MA JANUARY 18-20 Tom Whipple 
Dave Forsbe rg 

405-372 -2874 Tournament Dir ector: Racquetball Northeast Grand 29350 Northwestern Highway 
M ik e M eye r MARCH21-23 Gold Star Bl vd. 

r>- ·· • '- 1 1- 1~ - aa , .tnn.,, .. Prix (3) _ .. _. ___ ,.,_ ,. __ ..,..,_,. ••A 



..>uu, :-~~ .,. .. ,av.,., 
March of Dimes"ffWnefitf,S) ,,u,1,,;c:,:.,c:,,, ,.,,1'4 413-499-4600 Playoff-East Prov idence 

617-852-8209 
NOVEMBER 9-12 Tournament Di rector : 

Tournament Director : Downtown Racquet Club Heart Association Benefit (3) Jim Easter/Ing 
Stan Gosselin 230 George St. Downtown Racquet Club 313-352-8000 DECEMBER 14-16 

New Haven, CT06510 AUGUST 22-24 230 George St. Maine Closed Doubles 15 Cata more Blvd. 
Tournament Director : Racquetball Northeast Grand New Haven, CT06510 Peter Cornell Open (3) Only (2) Providence , RI 
Wayne Bruno Prix (3) 203-787-6501 Downtown YMCA Fitness Brunswick Tennis and 401-434-3600 
203- 787-6501 Pia yoff-Brain tree Tournament Director: Center Racquetball Club 

Tournament Director : WIii Verhoeff 2 W. Frank/In St. Harpswell Rd. JANUARY 25-27 MARCH27-30 Jim Daly 
Richmond, VA 23220 Brunswick, ME Rockv/1/e Courts Royal I.R.A . Maine Open (3) 288 Wood Road NOVEM CER 10-12 Tournament Director : Tournament Director: Maryland State Doubles For further details contact Braintree, MA Nittany Lion Open (4) Carter Brook Jerry Caron Tournament Direc tor. Bruce Lewis 617-848-8080 Penn State University 804-644-4611 207-773-6438 Tom Whipple I.R.A. State Dir ector Contact: Jere WIiiey 

207-773-6438 814-865-6588 (work) 
NOVEMBER30 DECEMBER 18-20 World 's Best Racquetball Ocean City Outdoo r Courts 814-238-2864 (home) 
Backwall Holiday Closed National Health Stud io Tournament (3) Maryland Outdoor 
State Tournament (2) Open (3) Cap itol Courts MARCH 28-30 Championships NOVEMBER 15-18 
Backwa/1 Racquetball Club National Health Stud io Ster/Ing , VA Racquetball Northeast Grand Contact Tom Whipple Omega-Hertz Racquetball 
Altoona , PA Tournament Director : Prix (3) for detalls 3822 Fr isco Rd. Classic (3) 
Tournament Director: Sherman, TX 75090 Sue Graham Racquet /me Alden/ea Racquetball Club 
Chris Kister Tournament Director: 703-430-0666 Tournament Director : 474 Iroquois Shore Rd. 
814-946-1668 Tom Meadow s Rich Derby Oakville, Ontar io L6H 2 Y7 

214 -893-7418 FEBRUARY 21 Bland in Ave. Tournament Director : 
Club House Open (3) Fram ingham, MA 01701 Ebbe Marquard pen NOVEMBER30-DECEMBER2 Dodge City Club House , Inc. 617-872-4240 416-842-2386 

Long Island Open (4) DECEMBER 28-30 
Comanche & Ave. F Racquetball Northeast Grand NOVEMBER 16-18 Un/versa/ Racquetball 

Prix (3) Box 419 APRIL25 -27 
LeB/anc Open (3) Massapequa , NY 

Boston Tenn is Club Dodg e City, KS 67801 I.R.A. Regionals (5) 
Shrewsbury Racquet Club and 

Tournament Director : Tourn ament Dir ecto r: sites to be announced 
Shrewsbury , Mass. Center Courts 

John Lepore Steve Westphal 
Tournament Director: 40 Maple Ave. 

72 Prospect St. MAY 
Paul Henrickson Rockville Center , NY 11570 

Melrose, MA 02176 FEBRUARY 7-11 National Amateur Singles 
617-845-1001 Tournament Director : 

617-662-6791 Open /.R.A. State Men and 
Racquetball Northeast 

Al Seltelman 
Women Singles (4) 516-288-1448 I RA. sanetlOned roumament III OOld Grand Prix (3) Central YMCA ( , J • 1st level tournament 

Cedardale Racquet Club 401 A tklnson Dr. (2) • 2nd IOVfJI I01Jrn1m1n1 

Honolulu , HI 96814 (3) • 3rd le vol rournamtnl Haverhill, MA 01830 
(4} • 4th level tournament Tournament Director: Tournament Dire ctor : 
(5} • 5th level toumament Debbie Salmon Phy/Jls Gomes (61 • 6th level tournament 

617-373-1596 



IRA STATE DIRECTORS 
WESTERN REGION New Mexico Ge orgl• Maine SPANISH RACQUETBALL 
R~Jonal Comml1 1lon er Cl:lyCholds J im Cullen Bruce Lewis ASSOCIATION 
8111 Dunn I I 15 Third Street N.W. c / o Court South 39 Bow Street Lisa Vince nt 
324S Ver■ Cruz ~8f"Que.NMB7102 1 990 Delk Ind Blvd FreePO<t. ME 04302 Box 12B4 
San Ramon. CA 14583 505 -247•9536 (oN,ce) Mar ,ena . GA 30060 207 -773 -6436 (oll ice ) FPON Y09539 
415·651•1584 (olltce) 6904 Snowheights N .E. 404 -256 ·2 120 207 -665 -4536 (hom o) JAPAN AMATEUR 
415·821·4118 (home) AlboQuerque . NM87110 (home) Florida Ma11■chu1ett1 RACQUETBALL ASSOC. 

Van Dubolsky Paul Honrtekson Milton Radm ilovich Celllornl• Oklahoma 930 N.E. 14th Ave . 2 0 Oakes St. 23 -25 2 -Chono Jack Kules Sod Shupac k Gaines ville, FL 326 01 M,Dbury, MA01527 Hyal<.unin •Cho , Sh lnj uku •Ku 309 Mulhern Rd 5507 S Lew,s 
904 -372 -2120 617 -754-60 73 Tokyo , Jo pan Ft Ord, CA 93941 Tulsa . OK 74105 
904 ·376 -5093 Rhodo Island 408-899 -2002 916 -749 -575 7 Dennis Culber son CHINESE RACQUETBALL 

Uleh Alab1m1 4 ""es ley SL ASSOCIATION Texas 
Gary Ben Dave Kwok TreySeyes R1ch.1rd Wa k er Newp0<L RI 02640 

627 Thord Ave . Apt 1 101 E 10 atBecktc y 2005 Sew anee Rd 401 -64 7-6 000 GPO Box36 5 
Sall Lake C ity . UT 64 103 Dallas. Tx 75203 

Hunt svi lle AL 35601 
Normand Laliberte Hong Kong 

601 -534 •1767 214 -946 •3 243 (oll,ce) 
205 -53 4 -5019 (home) 

76 Phoebe SL PUERTO RICO RACQUETBALL 
Arizona So . Cuollna Woonsoc ket A.I. 026 95 ASSOCIATION RulhWojc l< Arkansas 

Jerry Rogers 401 -762 -2996 Richard de Jesu s 7833 E. Palma SL Ph,I 8r1n k lcy c l o Char1eston Racquet Nautilus Connoctl cut Asac la St No. 1670 Tuscon. AZ 85710 Nebr■sk■ Center PhiU1p Panarella u G Santo Maria 
Nev■ct. Rte hard Hambn 1642 Hwy 7 PO . Box 259 Rio Pe1dros 
BobJusttee 6924 Flor ence Ad Sam R,ttenberg Blvd . 23 Bloss Rd Puerto Rico 00927 
Supreme Cour1s Sports Center Omaha . NE 6B112 ChMeston , SC 29407 New Bri tain, CT 06035 

SAUD I ARABIAN RACQUETBALL 331 5 Spring Mounta,n Rd MIDWEST REGION 603 -571 •1020 203 ·229 ·0526 
Las Vegas , NV 65102 Reglon■ I Comml11lone r NEW YORK ASSOCIAT IO N 

Lou isi ana 702 -67 3 -5660 Mertowe Phllllp a 
Chuck Croft A!Seltelmon Donald Chamb ers 

H■w■II 210 Whiting Ln . 
262 7 L1ndwood Ave 27 4 Sun.set Ave. CRS, Inc. H .A. Ho<lgelll ChHlertleld , M083017 
PO Box 63 West Hampton Beach. NY 11978 c / o Coll ege of Minerals 96 · 1135 Kahap,h St. 314·394-2095 
Shre vepor t LA 1 776 1 5 16·266 - 1446 Dhalran , S A Alea . HI 96701 low■ 3 16 •425 -3 471 5 16 -661 • 1900 ME XICA N RA CQUETB ALL 

Ber nard N,etsen 
OownaL■ te New York ASSOCIATION 

PhyP1s Gome s Hawk bat Company Miss issi pp i M,keJones John Wh tie 
Cent ral YMCA 402 East 61h SL Amy Foste r 1 LevonLn . La Po sada de Yoch iQuetzal 401 Alkinson Or Vinion , IA 52349 2 404 Easl Ave Miller Pl., NY 1 1776 Leyva No 200 
Honolulu , HI 96614 Wi sc onsin Guttpcrt , MS 39501 516 -732 ·5500 (olfi ce) Cuemavaca Mo relos M ex ico 
NORTHWEST REGION Thom as Radai. Jr 601 ·863 -5514 Upa1"1e New Yori< EGYP TIAN RACOUETBALL 
Reglon■I Commissioner 2613S 51stSt 

Al Shap iro ASSOCIATION 
Pal Whllehlll Milwa ukee . WI 53219 MID ATLANTIC REGION 7 N. Sho rr Ln. Abd el-Fa11ah Ba 1aw1 
RI , 2 Box 304 414 ·321 -0166 Regional Commiss io ner Spring Valley . NY I 0977 1 1 Rashdan Stree t 
Cheney , WA 99004 Illino is Paul Saperste in 2 12 ·293 -3 440 Do~k1. Ca,ro 
509 -35 9•2482 RayM1tcho D P.O. Box 847 Egyp t 
Al■sk■ 5724 W. Dwersey St High Point , NC 2726 1 MILITARY COMMISSIONER 643 - 141 
Marv in Andr esen Chicago . IL 60639 919·889 ·2 001 Lcd r. Dan W. Samek , Ill ISRAELI RACQUETBALL 
P 0 , Box 1912 312/745• 94DO 612 ChMecote Dr ASSOCIATION 
Fairbanks. AK 99 707 lnd l■ n■ Del■w■re Virg inia Beach. VA 23 4 62 Ur1L1pz1n 
907 -452 -5303 Earl W. Dixon BillSl obe JUNIOR NATIONAL Direc tor o l Rccrca llon Stud ies 
W■shlnglon 970 N Ce c,1 Ave D.C. Lill\l Z COMMISSIONERS Ins Mules of Physical Educat ion M1rR ah1m lnd tanaPohS. IN 46219 3700 Kennett Pike Ed Mart in Box 376 
c / o Tennis World , Inc 317 •697 -0 950 Wilm ington , DE 1960 7 c ' o Sun Oaks Racquetball Club Beer ·shcva Ml Wa shing lon 
7 245 West Marg inal Way SW 

Ml11ourl 3452 Arg yle Israe l 
Seattle . WA96106 

Bob Hardcaslle Virginia Red d,ng CA 96001 Telephone 78217 
206 -767 -4400 

161 Traolswest Sue Graham VENEZUELAN RACQUETBALL Oregon . 
Chestertoeld , MO 6301 7 PO Bo x 2 16 INTERCOLLEGIATE NATION, ASSOCIATION Denn is Hubel 
314 -489 -3395 (home) Ster ling . VA 22 170 COMMISSIONER John Diaz 3562 S.E Long SL 
314 -532- 0464 (office) Maryl a nd and Dlstrlcl of Columb ia L.my L1les INDICE S.R.L POr1land, OR 97202 John Clem ents l 1 52 Longrcen Dr Attn : Spo rt Division Idaho Mlnne■ot.■ 33 I 3 New Coa ch Ln Memph>s. TN 36 1 t 7 Apartado Postal 1046 Hu gh Somerton KenRosland Bow ie. MD 207 16 

EUROPEAN RACQUETBALL Valenc ia, Venezue la M & K Homes ot Idaho. Inc 5624 Duran Dr. 301 -249 •610 7 (homeJ 
FEDERATION 6225 Fa irview Edina , MN 55435 202 ·225 ·61 29 

John Parry Bo,se , ID 63704 612 ·927 ·B861 Penn sylvania 
1 Chem in de ta Bati e Monl■n■ Bernard E Howar d 
12 13 Geneve , Switzerland Gary Nygaard Ohio 

RD I Bo > 362A 
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SPALDING'S INCREDIBLE STRING BAND. 
Spalding is creating quite a 

racquet within the confines of four­
walled courts these days . 

And it's no wonder. 
Becaus e we bring to every 

racquet we make a fine-tuned under­
stand ing of the game no other 
company can matc h. 

Our 7000 Series aluminum 
fram es are ex truded right through 
the handle, so there's never a twis t 
between the flick and the wrist. 

Our composite frames have the 
optimum blend of glass, nyl on and 
graphite for flexi bilit y. weight and 
stren gth . 

let you let go without the fear of 
letting go. 

All handles are available in the 
size to match the feel and comfort 
of your particular game. 

And because not every player is 
ready for the" I\' ladder, our rac­
quets are p1iced to match your 
level of commitment. 

So whether it be our Junior Tour­
nament. our very unlady-like Lady 
Spalding, our intimidating Intimida ­
tor , or any of our ot her racquets, 
look to Spalding for the dependabil­
ity, playability and pow er you need. 

Spalding. 
Om leather s and~anya els We're playing your game. 

Futura™ 
Top-Flite® 

fnl erclub® ~ 

Atw;i-.- -.11 ~ -~--- ., ~ ~ -... ___ _ 

Smash er® __ ....,,__ 

Ace® 

~ 

e 1979 c$uestor Corp. , 

Lady Spalding'~ 
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ere 
Do Old 
Ballplayers 
Go? 
SOME~ 
LIKE BASEBALL'S 
DON KESSINGER .. OPEN 
RACQUETBALL CLUBS 
BY KENNETH NEILL 

on Kessinger is thoughtful. A trace of lingering fatigue moves across his face 
as he reflects upon the 15 years he spent playing major league baseball. "You 
know, this is the first time in my life, it seems, that I've been home during the 
month of August . The other day I was out playing golf, and I told the club pro, 
'I never knew you people really had green grass out here .'" 

Green grass. After all the shouting and adulation, all the good times and bad 
times , it finally comes down to something as simple as that: a longing for the 

green grass of home. And so, with almost more relief than disappointment, Don Kessinger, 
one of the most well-known figures in baseball, ended his illustrious career. The former 
bubble gum card hero, six-time National League All-Star and one of only two player­
managers in the last two decades , has settled down to a quieter life as a businessman and 
court club entrepreneur. After years on the road, the small-town-boy-made-good has come 
home - to green grass, his family and racquetball. And he hasn't retired so much as ... well, 
shifted gears . Racquetball is Don Kessinger's new game, and true to form, he is playing it to 
Win. 

It's been only a few months since Kessinger's surprise resignation from his position as 
player-manager of the Chicago White Sox, but already baseball seems to have taken a back 
seat in his life . And while he still looks trim and fit enough to pick up right where he left off 
as one of the game's premier shortstops, his heart and soul seem very much into his new role 
as wheeler-dealer and owner of the Don Kessinger Racquetball Clubs, based in his adopted 
home of Memphis . Kessinger owns one club in Memphis and another in Little Rock, Ark. 
And he operates the Don Kessinger Baseball Camp in Braggadocio, Mo., which caters to 
hundreds of adolescent baseball prospects every summer. He and his wife Carolyn also own 
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thr ee fitness salons in Me mphis. 
Unl ike man y o th e r athl ete/e n · 

tr epreneurs, Kess inge r is no me re 
figur ehead . Whil e he does have some 
ou ts ide financial back ing, the Don 
Kess inger Racquetball Clubs are his in 
fact as well as name. Th ere's no questio n 
wh o calls th e shots. And while th ey we re 
not a factor in h is dec ision to quit the 
Whit e Sox in mid -season , his var ious 
bu siness com mitments had already 
conv inced Kessinger that 1979 would be 
hi s last yea r in professio nal baseball . 
' ' We've go tten quit e a few thin gs goi ng 
h ere," he explains , "a nd abse nt ee 
ow nersh ip is just not my idea of how 
thi ngs shou ld be ru n . I certain ly felt that 
I needed to be here on top of thin gs at 
th is poi nt ." 

So, wi th baseball be h ind h im, 
Kess inge r has hit ched h is wago n to 
racq uetball's star. Constru ct io n is abo ut 
to beg in on a second Don Kess inger 
Racqu etba ll Club in subur ban M emphis. 
O th er avenu es for expansion are be ing 
expl ored. Does he thi nk the racquetba ll 
boo m is h ere to stay? " If I didn ' t, " he 
says wit h a grin , " I wouldn ' t be putt ing 
$7 0 0, 00 0 in each of thr ee facilit ies . You 
can bet on th at. '' 

On e of the fascinat ing aspects of 
base ball is th at, like racqu etb all , it is 
des ig ned to be played by hum an beings of 
ordin ary proporti ons. On e does not have 
to be 7 ' 2 " or weigh 270 po unds in 
ord er to excel. Don Kess inge r is fitting 
p roo f of tha t . Sittin g beh ind hi s office 
de sk in h is M emphi s club , dr esse d 
ca suall y, he could just as eas ily be a 
stockbroker or an airlin e pilot in stead of 
an athl ete who played over 2, 00 0 ga mes 
in th e big leagu es. All sor ts of Mit · 
ty esqu e fant asies run throu gh one's 
h ead. Ther e are visions of losing 20 
pounds , th en maybe . .. 

Mayb e not. Aft er all , Kessinge r was 
an All -American at the Uni versit y of 
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'' 
hen I 

took the job (as 
player-manager) , all 
the manager s in 
baseball said , 'You 're 
crazy.' I don't agree 
with that ; I think it's 
tough , but it can be 
d II one . 

M iss iss ippi befor e he signed with the 
Ch icago Cubs in 1964. Over the next 
deca de h e was th e Cubs' regular starti ng 
shortstop , and the nex t best th ing to a 
hum an vacu um clea ner . In Chi cago he 
teame d up with secon d baseman Glenn 
Beckert to give th e Cubs what man y 
expe rts considered the best double -play 
co mb o in th e business dur ing the late 
'60s and early '70s. 

Kess inge r was t raded to the St . Louis 
Ca rd in als in 19 75 . Bu t after two 

seasons, he was back in the Windy City, 
this tim e with the Whi te Sox . Over 
50,000 fan s tu rn ed out to give him a 
rousin g welcome in h is first ga me agai nst 
the Yankees in 1977 . It was one of his 
biggest baseba ll thrill s. '' If you had told 
me when l was grow ing up in Forrest 
City, Ark ., tha t I was goi ng to spe nd 
most of my baseball career in Chicago, I 
would have panicked . But th e peop le 
ther e trea ted me with so much re pect 
and love and warmth that , you know, I 
have nothin g bu t nice th ing s to say abo ut 
the place.' ' 

Chicago fans were natur ally delight ed 
when Kessinger was named playe r· 
manager of the Whit e Sox last winter. It 
was a tough assig nm ent; he was un · 
dert akin g a dua l role on ly one other 
player (Fr ank Robi nson) had at temp ted 
ince 1960. " Wh en I took the job, all 

the managers in baseball said, 'Yo u ' re 
crazy.' I don't agree with th at · I think 
it's tou gh , but it can be done. I think it 
would be much easier, however, to be a 
player-manager with a conten ding ball 
club, whe re you hav e pre tty much a set 
line -up every day as opposed to one 
where you ' re constantly havin g to 
shuffle your line -up to compete." 

The 1979 Whit e Sox were anything 
bu t co mpetit ive . By early Augus t th ey 
were mire d in fifth place in the Am erican 
League We st. It was at thi s point, after 
the club lost its seventh game in a row, 
that Kessinger , out of the blu e, resig ned 
as both player and manage r , and came 
home to M emph is . 

Whi le the Chicago press pointed to a 
major rift between Kess inger and Whi te 
Sox owner Bill Veeck, the former 
manager cla ims that this was not the 
case. " I went into a meeting with Mr. 
Veeck,'' Kess inger recalls, '' to discuss 
what we could and couldn't do. We were 
in a little bit of a let hargic period, and 
being unable to make any major per · 
so nn el changes at that stage of the 
season, the only majo r change really that 
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could be made was one of managers. So I 
offered to resign if Bill thou ght that was 
what might be needed. He didn ' t know 
but he said , 'T hat's one of the th ings we 
can try.' And so that s kind of the way it 
happened. He said , ' I certai nly th ink 
you ' re doing a good job , and I ' m sure 
not going to fire you.' And I sa id, ' I 
understa nd that and appreciat e it , but we 
want to do what's best for the club now, 
and if a change might loosen things up , 
well then let's ee. ' " 

And so Kessinge r came back to 
Memphis, severa l month s ahead of 
schedu le . • He has no regrets , and no 
plans to get back into the game, as either 
a player or manage r. ' ' I have noth ing but 
positive thin gs to say about th e years I 
spent in baseball ,'' he reflects. '' I hope I 
was able to give back to the game a small 
portion of what I took from it. But as 
great as it 's been , I'm honestly ready to 
retire and tr y somet hing else . '' 

That somethin g el e is racquetba ll. 
Kessinger first got int eres ted in the game 
when he was playing with the Cubs. One 
of the first racquetball clubs in the 
Chicago area was in North brook, Ill. , 
where the Kessingers were living at the 
time. " My wife and I just s tarted 
playing, and fell in love with the game," 
Kessinger recalls . 

It was not long before the couple began 
thinkin g in terms of making a major 
investment in th e sport. ''I took ad­
vantage of the fact that I was traveling 
around the country playing baseball,'' 
Kessinger says. '' When we'd go into a 
place to play for thr ee or four days , I'd go 
out and vis it court club owners in the 
area, to try to find out what I wanted to 
do and what I didn't want to do , what 
seemed to work and what didn ' t work . So 

•The Wh ite Sox, incidentally, did not improve 
dramatica ll y und er Tony LaRussa , 
Ke ssl nge r 's succe ssor . The y finished the 1979 
season wi th a 73·87 record , and bur le d in fif t h 
pla ce in th e Am eri ca n League West - just 
w here manag er Kessinger had left th em. 

''l! ple 
come in here during 
prime -time and they 
can just visualize how 
much money is being 
made . So they think 
th ey're going to go 
out and build (a club) 
and make a million 
dollars . It just doesn't 
work th at way." 

I 'd know what we want ed when we got 
started.'' 

Hi s futur e plans focused on Memphis . 
" I knew ther e was nothing here at the 
time , so this would give us a chance to 
set up a business back in this area where 
we eventually wanted to live. '' The 
ground was broke n in December of 
1975, and his first club opened the 
following September. The Little Rock 
Club was launched two years later in 
1977. 

Kessinge r is delight ed with the 
progress he's made in the Mid-South so 
far, and faces the futur e with cautious 
optimi sm. " I don ' t think Memphis at 
this point needs a lot more clubs than it 
already has. On e thing that scares me a 
little bit is that people come in during the 
prime-ti me hours , when our courts are 
filled , and they can just visualize how 
much money is being made. So they 
think they're going to go out and build 
one and make a million dollars . It just 
doesn ' t work that way. We go through 
a lot of the dayt ime hours without much 
play , and we go throu gh the lean 
sum mer month s when people are mostl y 
outside. Our bills just keep coming, you 
know . It' s a good business , but it's no 
gold min e. 

' ' Look at what happened tn 
Chicago, " he continues. "It was the 
th ing to do there (build court clubs) a few 
years ago, and everybody threw up a 
club . Now a lot of them are in financial 
trouble, because there' s one on every 
corner. You haven ' t got a lot of chance if 
you put three clubs within a mile of each 
other.'' 

Despite the se drawbacks , Kessinger 
sees a great future for racquetball. "I 
don't think that the surface has really 
been scratc hed here in Memph is. You 
know , there are so many people who 
have heard of racquetball, but so many of 
them have never tried it. I quite frankly 
believe that our job is to get them in here 
and put a racqu et in their hands and let 
th em try it, because I think the game will 
sell itself.' ' 

That's how the sport won over both of 
the Kessingers. Husband and wife are 
exception al players ; Don has been to the 
finals of the baseball competition of the 
Coors All -Pro Racquetball Tournament, 
wh ile Carolyn has been Tennessee State 
Women's Champion. And both of their 
sons, Keith , 12, and Kevin , 9, are 
active ly invo lved. '' I love it," says their 
father simply . "It's a great game for 
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physical fitness, and more importantly, 
it's fun." 

How does Kessinger think racquetball 
has been affected by the split between the 
IRA and the USRA? "Eve r since I've 
been involved there have been two 
associations. I don't think it (the split) 
means a great deal to your average 
participant. I think it's important to your 
touring pro and tournament players who 
travel and play. I think it's good for your 
everyday player to belong to one group 
or the other, because he gets the 
magazin es and he sees the new stuff 
that 's coming out. And he can know 
right away whether we as club owners 
are on our toes or not with regard to the 
equ ipment we're carrying and so forth . 
But as far as there being two 
organizations instead of one, I don't see 
that it's had any major adverse effects." 

Kessinger does think , however, that 
th ere hav e been some defini t e 
o rganiz at ional improvements made 
during the four years he has been in­
timat ely connected with th e game. "I 
used to go watch some of the major 
tournaments and just couldn 't stand the 
behavior, and some of the language that 
was used . I couldn 't stand the fact that 
these tournaments were being run 
without discipline and all. Those thing s 
have changed; now things are being 

done with families in mind . Thing s are 
being done to keep this a high-class 
industry. And that ' s what it has to be, if 
we're going to really be good." 

Kessinger' s own Memphis club is 
certainly a classy operation. It's clean, 
with a spacious loun ge, whirlpools and 
saun as. The club also holds regular 
tournaments. "Yo u know, we're really 
a major industry now ,'' says Kessinger 
as we tour the premises . ''T here are 
8,700 of these clubs around the country. 
It 's big business, and finally it's being 
treated as such by our own people.'' 

Wh en we return to his office, the 
conversation almost inevitably turns 
back to baseball. Kessinger speaks softly , 
with the quiet tones of a Southern accent 
that has been shap ed but not over­
whe lmed by years of constant travel. He 
recalls the high point s of his career : his 
54 consecut ive errorless games (a major 
league record since broken), his two hits 
in the 1970 All -Star game, and the day 
he went six-for-six in 1971. And he 
remembers the low points: the Cubs' 
incredible collapse in 1969, when they 
blew a penn ant everybody thought they 
had v.;on, and his own disappointment at 
never having played in the World Series. 

Did the game change much over the 
15 years he played it ? "The game itself 
dido 't change drastically ," he says, 

'' but the people involve d have changed. 
But change is a part of our society, and 
somethin g that we have to adjust to, as 
long as we are not asked to compromi se 
our beliefs and our morals . '' 

H e does not e one major difference . " I 
don 't know about the free-agent rules 
and thin gs like that . That's the politics of 
it I suppose. But it's always bothered me 
that old-tim e baseball players say, 'Boy, 
they just don't play the game like they 
used to when I played.' Well , I can 
truthfully say that they don't play the 
game today like they did when I broke in 
15 years ago- they play it a whole lot 
better. 

'' Athletes today are bigger , faster and 
stronge r than they've ever been at any 
time in history . Your basketball players , 
you r football player s are all able to do 
more . Your track men break every 
conceivable record . Would it stand to 
reason that baseball athle tes were going 
to go backwards? " 

Would young Don Kessinger , then, 
have made it to the big leagues had he 
come up in 1979 instead of 1964? "Of 
course, " he says, eyes twinkling. " I 'd 
just have to work a little longer and a 
little harder. '' Judging from th e way he 
has proven himself in the racquetb all 
business , Kessinger's co n fide nce 
somehow seems entirely justified . • 

CONTEMPORARY 
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Chuck Leve 
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$5 .95 
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Ken Smith (foreQround). Ma rk Malo witz. and Jeff Kwartler In the Men's Open finals. 

T
hey we re calling it an old­
fashioned shoot -out, the kind 
dime novelists used to write 
about in the days when the 
term ''Okla homa Te rrit ory'' 

was synonymous with the Wild West . 
The shoote rs arrived in pairs , ready to 
kill- and pinch, pass and roll 'em ou t, 
too. The occas ion was the 11th Annual 
IRA National Doubles Championships, 
held last month at Oklahoma City's 
O.K . (sound familiar?) Racquetba ll Club. 

Some 300 racqu etballer met in 13 
divisions of com pet ition, including new 

Ori11 Sollolllay is a fr eelance lllriter a11d 
for mer newspaper report er. She lives i11 
N orma11, Okla ., a suburb of Oklah oma 
City . 

Shoot-Out 
AtThe 

QK .... Club? 
The IRA Doubles 
Championships 

By Orin Solloway 

Photography By John Lepore 

IRA age brackets in Men's Seniors and 
Masters. Twenty -four teams shot it out 
for the Men's Open trophy, 16 teams 
vied for the title in the new 30-and -over 
divis ion of Men's Seniors and there were 
twice as many women competitor s as the 
1978 field. The weather was warm and 
windy , the beer cold and free . And the 
compet ition was fierce- friendly, yes­
but fierce, complete with the usual 
arguments over rules and procedu res . 

At tournament's end , first place 
trophie s traveled in all directions: 
California, Massachusetts, Florida, 
North Caro lina, New Jersey and Texas. 
A few trophies even stayed in Oklahoma. 

By sundown Sunday, most of the 
shoot ers had left town , and the clouds of 
dust began to settle back over Okl ahom a 
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(Left to right) Chris Cham bliss. Bill Schmidtke. Ken Smith. and Jim Aus tin In lhe M en 's Ope n s eff'WfinaJs. 

City. The shoot -out at the O .K. Racqu et 
Club was over. It had been an eventful 
weekend. 

Men's Open 

Defending IRA open double s 
champion Jeff Kwartl er teamed up with 
fellow Houston , Tex., resident Mark 
Malowitz to defeat the Oklahoma team 
of Ken Smith and Kevin Chambliss 21 -
13, 21 -10 in the final contest of the 
Men's Open division. For the Oklahoma 
spectators it was a dream match : the tall 
bearded Texans versus the local favorites. 
(Oklahoma Cityan Kevin Chambliss had 
won the state singles title on th e same 
glass court in March.) An enthusiastic, 
partisan crowd of over 700 hoped that 
Smith and Chambliss might avenge 
Oklahoma's honor against arch rival 
Texas and do what the beloved 
Oklahoma University football team 
could not do the previous week against 
University of Texas: trounce the 
Terrible Texans . 

The underdog team of Smith ­
Chambliss had earlier delighted the local 
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crowd in a three -gam e semifin al win over 
th e powerhouse combination of Jim 
Austin (last year ' s Men's Senior winn er 
with Charlie Garfink e l) and Bill 
Schmidtke (legendar y Minnesota 
racquetb aller and first national IRA 
single s champion). Smith -Chambliss had 
also carv ed out a three -gam e victory ove r 
th e polished M assachu setts duo of Mik e 
Romano and Mik e Luciw in the Men' s 
Open quarterfinals. 

With Smith's dazzling backh and 
display on the left and Chambliss' go­
for -broke aerial antics on the right , local 
hope s ran high for the final s. But as th e 
match began , the tall Tex ans quick! y 
dashed such hopes as Kwartler -Malowitz 
jump ed out to an early 8-1 lead, lite rally 
rolling out corners left and right. With 
the left -handed Malowitz on the left and 
Kwartler's always-dangerous forehand at 
right, the Texans took early own ership 
of the corners with deadly accuracy and 
brutal power ; their combination of 
corner shots and passing shots appeared 
to neutralize the quicknes s of Chambliss 
and Smith. 

The Oklahomans hustled and dived, 

frequently regaining se rve , bu t they 
we re unabl e to rack up the needed point s 
and nev er captured the lead in either 
gam e of th e match . Aft er some 16 turn s 
at ser ve in th e first ga me, th e Oklah oma 
team had accumul ated onl y 10 points . 
At 10 -20, Smith -Ch ambli ss too k their 
last serv e of th e first game, ran the score 
to 13 -20 and then Smi th skipped a shot 
off a M alowitz return for a side -out. 
K wartier killed it int o th e corn er for 
gam e poin t, 2 1-13. 

Th e second game began like the first 
with an early 7-1 lead for K wart ler­
Malowitz . Th en Smit h and Ch ambliss 
seem ed to get hot, runn ing th e sco re to a 
7-7 tie in on e turn at serve . Th e score 
stayed close for thr ee side-outs before the 
Texans brok e loose with a dizzyin g show 
of power and speed. Takin g th e se rve at 
12 -10, Kwartler-Malowitz went to the 
corner s for thre e cons ec utiv e pinch-kill 
winners ; th en Kwartl er served two 
consecutive aces on Smith. At 17-10, 
Smith called a time-ou t to consider th e 
situation: it looked bad . Thing s didn' t 
get much better, though, after th e time ­
out: Kwartler -Malowitz passed thr ee 



times for 20 -10 , th en closed in for a 
pinch -corn er kill by Malowitz to end th e 
match 21 -10. 

A t 21 and 19 respectively, Kwar t ler 
and Malowit z have played toge ther for 
six years, comp iling a long string of 
double s titl es on state and reg ion al leve ls. 
On the nation al level th ey hold thre e 
doubl es ch ampi onsh ips: th e IRA 
N atio nal J uni ors Ch ampi onsh ip o f 
197 6 , th e USRA Op en Do ubles 
Championship in 19 78 and th e N ational 
YMCA Doubles , 1978-'79. T hey left 
Oklahoma City with one more notc h in 
their belt of natio nal victo ries. 

T he M alowi tz-Kwart ler pat h to the 
finals was relatively smooth . Th eir 
semifinal match with Kevin Flemin g and 
Kenn eth Garri gus of Ph oenix was won 
by forfeit wh en Ga rrigus became ill with 
kidney problems , following a long 
quart erfinal match in whi ch Flemi ng­
Garrigus tangled for over two hou rs with 
John and Keith Dunl ap of Memph is. 
Fleming -Garrigus won out over the 
Dunl ap bro thers, 21-11 , 18-2 1, 15-14; 
but the effort seeme d to cut deep into 
their energy reservoirs. Th ey forfeited to 
Malowitz -Kwartler after one game of the 
semifinals. 

Th e Garr igu -Fleming cont est with 
Dunl ap-Dunl ap had been billed as a toss­
up- which proved to be an un­
derstatement . By gen eral consensus, th is 
was the toughe t match in the Open 
division . Th e lanky Ph oen ix team in 
lefty-righty combo used blistering power 
along with uncann y accuracy to over­
whelm the Dunl ap duo in th e first game, 
21-11. (Ga rrigus and Flem ing had 
recentl y gone all rhe way to the finals of 
the USRA doubles championships.) In 
the second game, with John Dun lap 
playing the backhand flawlessly and 
Keith (wh o pos ted a recent victo ry over 
IRA singles champ John Egerman) 
playing a brilli ant right side , the 
Memphians ga ined cont ro l at 18 -18 and 
then nailed down a close 21 -18 victory . 

T he M emp his duo, bo th former 
nat ional co llegiate champs at Memph is 
State, showed th eir superb t raining with 
a combin at ion of control , fun dament als 
and teamwork. 

The tiebreaker was a " lights ou t " 
shooting display with both teams tr ading 
side-out s at 11-11 for four consecut ive 
turn s . Garrigus finally h it a ro ll-out to 
break the deadlock. Th en 12- 12 was 
traded thr ee times before Ga rrigus and 
John Dunl ap collided , causing Garrigus 
to go down with an injury tim e-out 
followed by a reg ular tim e-out. T he 
Dunla ps, who were spurr ed on by a 
partisan ga llery consisting of a heavy 
Memphis Sta re vars ity and alumni 
delegat ion , ran the score to 14-1 3 and 
were servin g. Garrigus respo nded with a 
left corner kill and followed with a bull et 

Nanc y Hamrick In the Women 's llf'lalS 

to the same spot. Fleming shot the 15th 
poin t for the hard -earn ed victo ry. 

T he Smith -Chambliss semi fina l 
victory over A ustin -Schm idtke was, not 
unexpec tedly, one of the more well­
att ended matches of the tourn ament. 
T he first game saw the local favorites at 
th eir sizzling best, using their youth and 
speed to outrun their older opponent s. 
Au st in -Sc hmi d tke see med to have 
un deres ti m ate d th e speed o f th e 
Okl ahoma players , who managed some 
amazing ge ts on their opponents' shots. 
Offensively, Cham bliss delivered his best 
right corner kills and a few aces on 
service, while Smith performed with 
brilli ant backhand shots from the left. 
Th e first game en ded with Schmidtk e 
diving to ret rieve a right corner roll -out , 
ge tt ing up to dive again at left front court 
where he miss-hit and landed in front of 
Au tin. 

In the second game Au stin -Schmidtk e 

regained cont ro l with patience, timin g 
and shot place ment , shut ting down 
Smith -Chambliss at 2 1-7. Th e tiebreaker 
was lightni ng fast, with Smith and 
Chambliss ju mping out ahead at 10-4. 
Austin was having troubl e with the left 
glass wall and, at 7-14 , missed an 
overhead smash to clin ch the match for 
Smith -Chambliss, 15-7 . 

Women's Open 

In the Wom en ' s Open finals , N ancy 
H amrick and Diane Gr een defeated 
fellow Floridians Debbie Drury and Dee 
Lewis in two close -fought games, 2 1-18. 
2 1-15. With a field of nin e teams, thi s 
year 's Women 's Open di vision more 
th an doubled th e 1978 com petition. 

In the first gam e of the finals match, 
H amrick-Gr een jumped ahead quickly , 
9 -2 . with drive serves, power shootin g 
and one particularly hand some backhand 
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overhead smash cross-court by Hamrick , 
playing the left side. But Drury and 
Lewis dug in their heels and fought back 
to even the score at 9-9 . At that point , 
there began a nip -and-tu ck pattern in 
which the serve changed often but the 
scores stayed close. Hamrick -Green 
shattered this pattern when they took the 
serve, coming from behind at 16-18 and 
breaking loose with a pinch , a kill and a 
re -kill to turn the tide at 19-18 . 

At game point, with Hamrick ser­
ving, Drury failed to receive , calling for 
more time by a hand signal. The referee 
refused to replay the point and the game 
was over. 

The second game of the finals moved 
faster and got scrappier. Drury -Lewis (a 
lefty -righty team ) were hot and hustling ; 
they smoked in serves for aces on the 
right and aces on the left. But Hamrick ­
Green stayed cool and played smart; 
they stayed ahead . Green rolled out a kill 
shot for a score of 20 -15, game and 
match point. It was then that Drury was 
lightly grazed by her partner's ball as it 
came off the back wall. Drury herself 
made th e call, which had gone unnotic ed 
by most spectators. The voluntary call 
ended the second game , 21 -15, and the 
match was over. 

On their way to the finals, Drury and 
Lewis met another lefty-righty team in 
their quarterfinal match with twin sisters 
Jean and Joan Lance of Oklahom a City. 
The Lance sisters Uean is co-manager of 
the tournament hosting O.K . Racquet 
Club) wer e off their shooting game but 
hung in for a three -game match . Drury ­
Lewis took the match 21 -7, 15-21, 15-
5. Lance and Lance went on to take first 
place in the consolation bracket. 

Men's Seniors 30-and-over 

Making its IRA tournament debut, 
this recently added age category attracted 
a field of 16 team s, largest of the Men's 
Senior classes. Winners Mike Romano 
and Mike Luciw of Massachusetts , a 
seasoned pair of 32 -year -olds (who also 
made it to the quarterfinal s in the Open 
division) had a style all their own. 
Romano, on the left , is smooth, cool and 
deceptive. Luciw on the right favors the 
wide right corner pinch, which he hits 
with amazing regularity . Their patience, 
control and cunning defeated the feisty 
Oklahoma team of Kent Taylor and Gary 
Hinkle (manager and co-owner of the 
tournament hosting club) in the division 
finals, 21-8, 21-9. 

On their way to the 30-plus finals, the 
two Mikes survived a tough challenge 
from the Texas duo of Charles Nieves 
and Arvil Noel in a grueling three -hour 
contest, 21-12, 18-21, 15-12. Flying 
dives, incredible gets from prone 
position and a battery of backhand kills 
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by Noel and Nieves pumped up the 
Texans to come from behind to a 16- 16 
tie in game two. Then the bearded 
Nieves (who resembles a shorter Charlie 
Brumfield) took a ball in the eye which 
broke his eyeglasses and forced a 15-
minute injury time -out. Having lost the 
first game, Niev es and Noel were not to 
be denied the second: they returned to 
the game -two odyssey which ended 21-
18 for a split match. The tiebreaker was a 
dogfight , every point a major battle, 
fraught with appeals to officials. Nieve s­
Noel dived, shot and rallied for 45 

Mike LuctN. Men's Senk>rs 30 -and-ove r. 

Paul Henrickson. Men's Seniors 30 -and-over . 

minutes but could not overcome the 
tournam ent experience and heady play of 
Romano -Luciw . 

Romano-Luciw arrived in Oklahoma 
City fresh from their September victory 
in the Mas sachusetts Open class doubles . 
Luciw was also the 1972 IRA Open 
doubl es champion in partnership with 
George Rudysz . 

Men's Seniors 35-and-over 

Classic racquetball was the name of 
the game in the Men's Seniors 3 5-plus 
final match, which pitted Bud 
Muehleisen and Myron Roderick against 
Jim Austin and Bill Schmidtke . With 
these four nationally known players on 

the cou rt at one time, spectators watched 
like students in a semi nar , to learn how 
the game hould be played. At 48, 
Muehleisen of California has a list of 
racquetball credits longer than Charlie 
Garfinkel 's arm. Roderick is a former 
racquetball pro and an Oklahom a sports 
celebr ity due to hi long and winning 
record as a wrestler and wre tling coach. 
The Mu ehleisen-Roderick team has 
matched up seven or eigh t times since 
197 3 and owns an undefeated record in 
tournament play. Au tin -Schmidtke , the 
younger of the two teams (at 38 and 39 
re pectivel y), was matched up for the 
first time at this event; but each com­
mands an impressive array of individual 
victories . Austin , who with Charlie 
Garfink el , holds th e 1978 IRA Men's 
Seniors double titl es, is also a former 
pro , a is Schmidtke . 

The stage was set for a lesson from the 
mast er . 

Mu ehlei en-Roderick demon trated 
the fir t principl e of racquetball : Play 
smart, know all the shots and select the 
most stra tegical ly appropriate ones, then 
execute with perfection. They won the 
match 21 -10, 21 -14. In the second 
game, their perfect placement of passes, 
judicious u e of pinches and kills, 
change of pace and lob se rves kept their 
opponents guessing. At 18 - 14, 
Mu ehleisen , playing on the left, shot the 
perfect cros -court overhead smash to 
the right corner for J 9-14. Schmidtk e on 
the right was troubled by the forehand 
glass wall. Roderick ca hed in with a pass 
right down the glass for 20 -14. The next 
rally ended the match with a Roderick 
comer kill from mid-court. 

Muehlei sen-Roderick al o cook the 
Men 's Senior s 40 -and -over division, 
defeating Pennsy lvanians Herb Meyers 
and Carmen Felicet ti , 21 -12, 2 1-3. 

Men 's Masters 45-and-over 

In one of the hardest fought match es of 
the tournament , Pennsylvania's Gene 
Grapes, 57 , and Al Schattner, 49, 
defending Masters doubles champions 
for two years running, grudgingly 
relinqui shed their title during the 
semifinals to Pete Ta lbot and Charl es 
Wickham, the eventual winners in this 
division . Talbot, 46, of New Jersey and 
Wickham , 45, of North Carolina met at 
the Madison, Wis., IRA Master s 
Invitational Doubles tournament in 
August. They came to Oklahoma un ­
seeded and unknown as a doubles team . 
With kill shots, power and drive serves 
down the middle, they managed to defeat 
the fourth seeded team of V .z. Lawton 
(Okla.) and Bill Tanner (Tenn .) in the 
quarterfinals, the number one seed 
Grapes-Schattner in the semifinals, and 
the second seeded Texas team of Richard 
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Jell Lane (left) and Skipper Culotta ; Winners of Boy s' , O·and -undor . 

Walker and Bill Sellars. 
In their mat ch with Grapes and 

Schattner, Talbot played a stro ng 
backhand and ceili ng game while 
Wickham was shooting brilliant passes to 
fashion a 17-7 lead. Down 18 -0, Grapes 
starte d firing his famous Alleghany 
forehand can non for two flat ro ll-outs 
and a corne r kill. Schatt ner added a pinch 
roll-out, a wide pinch in right corner, a 
kill and a pass to capture the lead 19-18, 
before giving up the serve. But Ta lbot · 
Wickham came back to tie it up at 19-19 
with a pinch to the left corner by Ta lbot. 
Servi ng again, Grapes -Schattner 
rebounded with a Schat tn er pinch, then 
a kill to end the game 21 -19. 

ln the second game, the score see­
sawed un ti l Grape s smashed a backhand 
kill for a 16-14 lead . But Talbot · 
Wickham then began hitting ove rhand 
serves down the middle to the con fusion 
of Grapes -Schattner. Trailing 16-20, the 
defending champs rega ined one last turn 
at serve. Refereeing the match, V .z. 
Lawton, former IRA co mm issioner 
com men ted, ''This is one spot where 
experience can make the difference.'' 
Grapes and Schattner then pu lled out all 
stops to push the score to a 20 -20 tie, 
using their full arsenal of kills, pinches 
and passes. 

After a controve rsy involving a 
dislodged shoe (in which a corps of 
national comm itt ee officials was called in 
for a rulin g), side -out was called on 
Grapes -Schattner. With the sco re 20 -20, 
Wickham ended the second game with a 
corner kill shot -2 1-20, another spl it 
match . Th e tiebreaker saw T albot make 
some crowd stunning shot s, squash- type 

three-wall Z 's and service aces. On each 
of his key scoring shots, Talbot could be 
heard to cry out, " Roll-Out City! " The 
tiebreaker and the match went to Talbot · 
Wickham, 15-13. 

The Talbot -Wickham team went on to 
win th e division in a finals match aga inst 
Richard Walker (the IRA 's secreta ry· 
tr easur er) and Bill Sellars. Th e Walker ­
Sellars team had been 1976 winners in 
the IRA Masters doub les division . Th e 
first game of the match was taken 
conv incing ly by Talbot-Wickham, 21 · 
12. ln the second game, Walker -Sellars 
managed to capture the lead at 9 -7 and 
late r tied the game at 12-12 . On their 
13t h point, Wa lker-Sellars called time · 
out and came back into the game to 
switch sides, with Sellars now left and 
Walker right. Thus aligned, they made 
one more point. But it was all for nothin g 
as th e game got away from them after 
that. The match ended with the second 
game score of 21- 14 .... and the call of 
"Ro ll-Out City! " 

Other Results 

In the 50-an d•over division of Men ' s 
Masters - a round -rob in with a field of four 
teams - Walker -Se llar s emerged triumphant . 
Second place went to Reuther an d Reece . 

In th e Golde n Masters 55•and •over d iv is ion , 
th e Louisville tandem of Ike Gum mer and Irv 
Zeilman defeated Irv Cowie and Saal Lesser 
21·3, 21-11. In th e final game, with the score 
tied at 11· 11, Gummer generated an awesome 
string of seven extremely accurate corner 
kills that would have been unr eac hable by 
Open division players . on each winner , 
partner Ir v Zeilman cou ld be heard over all 
other noi se in his booming b ariton e, " Bee · 
yooo -t i-fu l !" 

In Golden Masters 60-and •over , Ray 
Crowley of Oklahoma and h is par tn er Ike 

• 

Uoyd Lawton . 10•and-under . 

Gummer of Kentucky defeated the Cal ifornia 
team of Rankin and Sm i th to win the round · 
robin championshi p in the f iel d of three 
teams . 

The Men's B division attracted mo re en­
tr ants than any other division . Twenty-seven 
teams entered t he field, which was 
dom inated by Texans in the fina l match 
between Billy Cans ler -Ma r shall Greenman 
and Mike Kitchens -Buzz Schultz. Cansler and 
Greenman defeated Kitchens- Schultz 17·21, 
21·1, 15·4, in a c lose and hard -fought match . 

In a fleld of six teams 17-and •under, the 
boy's Jun io rs divis ion displ ayed te rr ific 
hustling, scrambling and diving . "Sho oting is 
their game," said one observer . The New 
York team of Harnett and Lev in e placed first 
i n the round -robin event . Levine also teamed 
up with Marsoc i in the Men's Open div i sion. • 

Time Out: 
Many Thanks 

Penn for sponsorship of the 1979 
National Doubles. Allen Nagy and 
Pabst Blue Ribbon Beer for their 
donation of product. Cal Roberts and 
Gary Hinkle, owners of the O.K . 
Racquet Club - the host facility. Fred 
Whit e and floor managers Curt 
lance and Joyce Jackson for their 
great job and monumental task of 
scheduling matches and maintaining 
a timelv schedule. Entire staff of the 
O .K. ·Racquet Club. The 150 
Amateur teams who made the entire 
event possible . 

Note : U11der the 11e111 IRA ra11ki11gs 
SJ1stem, ez1ery first plllce ll'in11er at 
this year's doubles tournament 
received the title • 'Gr,md Master 
Nlltio11"/ Champion, '' a pem1anent 
designatio11 of honor.for our 11ational 
chmnps. 
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WINNING POINTS 

CHOOSING 
A COACH 
THE CASE AGAINST 
~EENIE, MEENIE, MINIE, MO 1 

By Charlie Garfinkel 
In a recent professional national 

championship tournament, the 
defending women's champion lost her 
semifinal match and her title. Her serves 
didn't have their usual velocity. Her 
movement on the court was, at best, 
sluggish. Even her shot selection was 
poor. Her whole season had been 
characterized by inconsistency . Indeed , 
in the first match of the national 
championship tournament, she barely 
squeaked by an opponent who was five 
months pregnant. 

The reason? Most experts who 
speculated on the subject came to the 
same conclusion: the former champion 
was the victim of poor coaching. She was 
a national champion, but she had 
acquired a coach who was strictly a '' B'' 
tournament player. He was incapable of 
coping with the strategies and skills 
necessary to win at the professional level. 

In contrast, Cheryl Ambler, the 
current IRA national women's singles 
champion, is fortunate to have a coach 
who is highly respected as both a player 
and a coach. His name is Gene Gibbs. 
After Ambler's recent win in the IRA 
Nationals, she said: ''Gene has greatly 
helped me. He knows my game and 
knows what shots work best for me.'' 
That's the kind of recommendation 
every player should be able to give his 
coach. If not, it's time to start shopping 
around. 

Two famous examples of a good 
player/coach relationship involve 
racquetball' s Charlie Brumfield, and in 
tennis, Bjorn Borg. Borg's coach is 
Lenart Bergelin, Brurnfield's is Carl 
Loveday. Many tennis players and 
racquetballers will say that both Borg 
and Brumfield can defeat their respective 
coaches easily. That may be true, but it's 
not the point. Both men are still very 
good coaches. 

Both Bergelin and Loveday are 
tremendous athletes in their own rights. 
Bergelin was one of the foremost players 
on the world tennis tour for years. 
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Loveday was ranked No. 2 in badminton 
in the U.S. for almost 10 years. He was 
known as a master strategist and sub ­
sequently used his knowledge of racquet 
sports to become a national champion in 
racquetball in the Golden Master s 
category. Both coaches have played at 
and coached players of world class 
ranking. 

Borg and Brumfield are known to 
respect their coaches highly. And the 
techniques these coaches use are similar. 
Both coaches make it a practice to be on 
the sidelines near the playing court 
during tournaments . Although they 

"Look for reliability 
and efficiency in 
a coach." 

have their own methods of transmitting 
signals to their pupils during the match, 
they both use the brief time -out periods 
(' 'changeover, '' in tennis) to discuss the 
progress of the match with their 
proteges. 

Once the match is over, it is the habit 
of both coaches to outline the good and 
bad points of the match for their 
students. They may even practice with 
their players after the tournament, or 
have them practice with other players 
while they supervise. In fact, I have seen 
Brumfield go back on the court within an 
hour of finishing a difficult singles 
match. He may practice with Loveday, 
or Jay Jones, or another pro in order to 
perfect his serve or some other aspect of 
his game he feels needs adjustment. The 
point is this: Loveday is attentive to his 
pupil. He watches closely and offers 
suggestions for improvement. It is this 
objective analysis that makes having a 
good coach a benefit. 

If you' re fortunate enough to rise to 
Brumfield's level, there are several 
additional points to remember when 

considering whom to hire as a coach. 
First, a person of Brumfield ' s caliber 

is constantly being approached for 
clinics, exhibitions and endorsements. It 
is important that your coach be able to 
handle most of these arr angements . Of 
course, you will have the final okay on 
which clinics and endorsements you 
would like to do. However, if you can 
concentrate fully on your game and leave 
the business details to your coach, you 
will do much better. 

Other charact eristics to look for in 
your coach are reliability and efficiency. 
He should know who and when you are 
playing. It is very important that he keep 
up with this . I remember a pro tour ­
nament six years ago in which two of the 
top players were default ed because they 
hadn ' t sent in their entry fee. They 
thought their coach had. The coach 
thought they had . Be sure tha t you not 
only define your coach's respon­
sibilities, but also that he can be relied 
upon to carry them out. 

Although the suggestions I ' ve given 
so far are vital to the rising young pro in 
search of a coach , there are also im­
portant suggestions for the average 
player who is seeking assistan ce to 
improve his game. 

If you 're looking for a coach locally, 
you must make sure that he is genuinely 
interested in your game and in you as a 
person. Many coaches are in the game 
because they want to make a fast buck. 
Other coaches are hired at clubs because 
of their looks or their gift of gab. Not 
surprisingly , th ese people are often poor 
coaches . 

How do you know who is a good coach 
and who isn't? First of all, a good 
coach's reputation travels fast. The 
players he has coached will tell you that 
their coach has helped them greatly with 
their games, he is kind and un ­
derstanding, but is still able to offer 
constructive criticism. So, ask the better 
players in your area who they would 
recommend. They know who can coach . 

Other good sources of information are 
parents of youngsters who are being 
coached. Parents are usually very 
discriminating and will hire the coach 
that seems to be best suited for their 
youngster. If you are considering hiring a 
coach for your son or daughter, you will 
!ind other parents' opinions even more 
comforting. 

Remember, the coach you choose 
doesn't have to be the local champion . 
However , it does help if he 's had 
tournament experience . Finally, once 
you've made your decision , you must 
place your confidence in the coach and 



trust his judgement. 
Instruction and sugg estio ns from your 

coach shou ld be on an individu al basis. 
This is far better than a group lesson, as 
you can concentrate on the main focus of 
the session: YOU. Each session should 
last at least an hour, and to insure that 
you get your money's worth, be 
prompt; expect your coac h to be prompt 
as well. 

Many players feel that they are paying 
a large amount of money for their 
coach's help , so they expect him to 
decide what the hour will entail. This is a 
big mistake. You should tell your coach 
what you want to work on . Th en , follow 
his instruction s and try to implement 
everything he tells you. Ideally, you 
should spend a br ief period at the 
beginning of your practice discuss ing 
what will be covered and then work on 
several areas of your game in the 
remaining time . (It would be a waste of 
time to spend th e entire hour working on 
just one or two shots.) 

II you've don e a good job in selecting 
your coach, he should be teaching you 
strategy and imparting knowledge gained 
from his experien ce as well as demon · 
strating st rokes and shots . Remember, a 

good coach should be able to do all of the 
things that he is telling you to do. If he 
includes the mental part of the game, 
you will be able to correlate this 
knowledge with the physical skiHs you 
are learning . 

As you progress in your skills, 
constan tly evaluating your successes and 
failures with your coach, you should 
begin to simulate tournament situations. 
And , once your coach feels your skills 
are good enough, he shou ld encourage 
you to enter some tournaments . 

Because confidence is an extremely 
importan t factor, it is a good idea for you 
to enter tournaments in which the 
competition is at your level. Even though 
you may not win, it is important that 
you' re not humiliat ed by competi ng 
above your level. A good coach knows 
which tournaments and at what level you 
should compete. 

Make arrang ements for your coach to 
be at all your tournament matches, in 
order to encourage and evaluate you. If it 
is impossible for him to fit it into his 
schedule, then set aside t ime to talk to 
him before the tournament abou t which 
strokes and strategies will be best to use . 

Regardless of how you do in the 

... 

tourn ament , the next practice session 
should be spent working on the skills and 
strategies that you were deficient in at 
the tournament. 

lf your game improves to the point 
that you reach state or national level 
competitio n , you may want to consider 
changing coaches . This is often a 
beneficial move, if you secu re a coach 
who has played and taught at such a 
level. 

Good coaches don't come cheap . 
Expect to spend anywhere from $ 50 to 
$200 a month , or more. The better you 
get, the more you will pay for assistance . 
Some coach es also charge for time spent 
at tournaments and for discussions that 
are not part of a regular practice session. lf 
they're good, their time is indeed 
valuable. In Brumfield' s situation , his 
coach probably gets a salary and a 
percentage of his winnings. 

But whether you 're a Charlie 
Brumfield, or just a player with 
potential, you 're both looking for a 
competent coach. The suggestions I've 
made should keep you from making a bad 
decision based on little more than 
random chance . Choosing a coach is no 
time to play Russian roulette.• 
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EYE 
CONTACT 
FOLLOW THE BOUNCING BALL 
By Mike Yellen 
Mike Yellen, ranked third on the pro 
circuit, is a member of Ektelon 's 
professional player advisory staff. 

A good piece of advice that is com ­
monly passed on to baseball players is: 
"Keep your eye on the ball." This can 
be applied to racquetball players as well. 
In fact, following the ball with your eyes 
is equ ally import ant, and certainly more 
difficult, in this indoor game of close 
qua rters and fast balls. 

Pl ayers like Marty Hogan and Jerr y 
Hilecher send the ball rocketing past 
opponents at speeds that can range up to 
140 m .p.h . Even dur ing match es be­
tween players of a lesser caliber , the ball 
often zings around at 100 m.p.h . It's not 
on ly hard to follow, it 's a real test of a 
player's nerves to stand in front of an 
opponent and watch him whi le he 
shoots. 

rela tively safe way to keep the ball in 
sight without complete ly exposing you r 
face to it. (This method is especiall y 
useful whe n you don ' t have eye 
protect ion.) 

Obviously, you needn't concern 
yours elf with the ceiling balls , or those 

... 
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occasions when your oppo nent is 
shooti ng from in front of you. T here will 
be little risk involved in those instances. 
How ever , during the more frequent 
occasions when you r oppo nent is 
shootin g from behind you , the object is 
to protec t yourself from injury and to 
maintain the offens ive adva ntage on the 
court. As always , the best position for 
maint aining th e offensive advan tage is 
center court. To do this, you will have to 
keep your oppon ent in deep court , 
preferably in the corner . In terms of 
shot percentag es and keeping your eye 
on the ball, th is is the ideal arr angement . 

Next , you align you rse lf so that your 
toes are a long an imagina ry line , that 
runs from the corn er in which your 
oppon ent is loca ted, to the opposi te front 
corner. For the sake of simp licity , let 's 

--------However, that doesn ' t in any way 
lesse n the import ance of keeping your 
eye on th e ball 100 per cent of the time. 
And , as with any other aspec t of the 
game, th ere ' s a right way and a wrong 
way to do it. 

The wrong way, of cou r e, is to turn 
co mpl etely around and face an opponent 
who is shoo ting behind you. Few players 
I know make this mistake, since the 
consequences are obviously dangerou s. 
Eyeguards can protect your eyes, and I 
highly recom mend their use , but facing 
your opponent as he hits the ball en ­
dangers the rest of your face as well. 

M ike Ye llen 1llus1ra1es d:agonal pa s11loning wit h lhc help o l hlS Ektelon teamma te Na lhan M artin W hen N athan ,s 1n the right 
rear corner shoo11no. Mike stand s In cent er court wtth his !eel on an Imaginary d iagonal running from the right to left co rner 

A more common error among players 
is facing the front wall after every shot. 
Whi le thi s safeguards sensitive areas 
from injury by a fast-movin g ball , it also 
reduce s your reaction time and thus 
greatly handi caps your ability to retri eve 
an opponent's shot. 

Ideally , you shou ld be able to 
determine where the ball is going to 
rebound whi le it is still on its way to the 
front wall. To dete rm ine that , you mu st 
see how the ball comes off your op­
pone nt 's racquet. Fortunately, there is a 
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This illustrates how the pasitionlflg looks In achon Nole that Mike 1s watchllg Nathan 's shot lrom tho come r of his ey e and 
could have snapped his head around ii the ball approach ed him 



assume that your opponent is in the right 
rear corner and imagine the diagona l 
from right rear to left front Gust reve rse 
everything if your opponent is in the left 
rear come r). Your toes should be on this 
imaginary diago nal and your body facing 
the right wall (see Photo 1). Ass ume a 
ready sta nce, watchi ng your opponent 
from the corne r of your eye, without 
turn ing your head around any more th an 
necessary. Th e ball will whiz by you on 
its way to the fron t wall , maki ng it 
almost imposs ible to follow. But, the 
brief interval when eye/ ball contact is 
lost will not be a problem, if you have 
seen the angle at which it leaves your 
opponent's racquet. 

If you have done thi s correctly, you 
will be able to quickly turn to the general 
area on the front wall where the ball will 
hit, already ar med wit h the know ledge of 
whether the shot is a kill, lob, cross 
court pass or whatever. You will have 
given yourse lf an extra second or so to 
dete r min e th e ball's eve n tua l 
destination, and, in racquetball , every 
second counts. Any edge you can gain , 
no matte r how small, will make a big 
difference in your ability to retr ieve your 
opponent's shots. 

In the event the ball is headed directly 
for you , it shoul d be possible for you to 
snap you r head around in time to protect 
yourself, so tha t you will be hit in the 
same place you wou ld have been 
anyway, if you had been fully facing the 
front wall. T his all happens faster tha n 
the time it just took to explain it, of 
course . 

Remember , you should not remain 
stationary on that imag inary diagonal. In 
fact, there is no t ime duri ng a game 
when you should stop comp letely. You 
should be in cons tant motion, eit her 
completing or beginn ing a movement to 
another position on the cour t. 

There is one occasion when this 
diagonal posit ioning won 't work. That 
occasion , of cour se, is when your op­
ponent is directly behind you in the 
middle of the back court. Bu t, you have 
no business being direct ly in front of 
your opponent anyway . because that is a 
hinder. 

Still, this is boun d to happen, and 
when it does, don ' t turn around. Try to 
move qu ickly out of the way, keeping 
your eyes safely averted. Accept your 
mistake and know you ' II pay for it by 
giving your opponent a clear shot down 
the middle. 

When in doubt , play it sa fe. It is far 
better to lose a point than to risk losing 
an eye.a 

Racquetball Magazine is seeking articles and freelance 
writers . Articles can cover everything from new 
developments in the game to interesting racquetball 
personalities . How -to articles , on improving your 
backhand , returning serves, etc ., are also welcome. 
Please send manuscripts (along with a stamped, self­
addressed envelope) to : P.O. Box 16566 , Memphis, 
Tn . 38116 . For further information, call Larry Conley at 
(901) 345 -8000. 

NOW IRA 
MEMBERS ARE 
WINNERS WITH 

A 150/o DISCOUNT 
FROM HERTZ. 

International Racquetball Association members are 
entitled to a 15% discount on published daily Gas-Not­
Included , Time and Mileage Rates at all corporate and 
participating licensee locations in the 48 contiguous United 
States except Florida . Other discounts apply in Alaska, 
Hawaii , Puerto Rico and Florida. Different discounts apply 
on weekly and monthly Gas-Not-Included Rates, Canadian 
rates and at International Destinations. Check Hertz for 
details . 

Discounts do not apply to Tour/Touring Rates and certain 
other non-discountable rates, nor do they apply to CDW, 
PAI, drop charges , refueling service charges and taxes. 

Please present your IRA membership card at the time of 
rental. Standard Hertz rental qualifications are applicable. 

REMEMBER - when making your reservation, give the 
IRA Hertz ID #21779. 

CALL HERTZ NOW (800) 654-3131 
or call your Travel Consultant 

~'Herliz 

WHERE WINNERS RENT; 
Hertz Ren ts Fords and Othe r Fine Ca rs. 
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WE HAVE YOUR 
RACQUET 

EKTELON RACQUETS 
250G . . ....... . ............. 59 .95 
MAGNUM . . .. . . . . . . . .... . .. . 36 .95 
MAGNUM FLEX .. . . . ...... . . 36.95 
JERRY HILECHER • . . . . . . . . 34 . 95 
XL BILL ® SCHMIDTKE .. . .. 33 .95 
WISP Ill . . .... . ..... ... .. 32 .95 
FLEX . . .. . ......... .. . . . . . . 30 .95 
JENNIFER HARDING ..... . 28 .95 
ROGUE ............. . ... 27 .95 
DEMON .... . .............. 26 .95 
THE SWINGER RACQUETS 
THE SWINGER . ... ..... .. . 21.95 
THE LADY SWINGER ..... . 21.95 
THE SWINGER II .... . ..... 21.95 
THE ALUMINUM SWINGER 24.95 
THE BANDIDO RACQUETS 
THE BAN DIDO . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 . 95 
THE LITTLE BANDIDO .. . .. 21.95 

THE SIGNATURE 
RACQUETS 

THE CHARLIE BRUMFIELD 
ALUMINUM ..... . .. ... .. 31.95 

THE CHARLIE BRUMFIELD 
COMPOSITE ... . .... .. . . . 27.95 

THE "PRO ONLY'' .. .... .... 22 .95 
THE M RACQUETS 

THE M-1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 . 95 
THE M-11 . . ................ 27 .95 
THE M-111 ...... ...... ...... 32.95 
THEM-FLEX .. .... .. ... . . . . 32.95 

THE GRAPHITE 
RACQUETS 

THE GRAPHITE 
PERFORMER . . . . . . . . . . . . 25. 95 

THE GRAPHITE 
COMPETITOR ...... . .... 47 .95 

THE GRAPHITE 100 . . . . . . . . 94 . 95 
RACQUETS BY WILSON 

NEW THE ADVANTAGE . ... 31.95 
NEW SHANNON WRIGHT". 22 .95 

RACQUETS BY HEAD 
HEAD COMPETITION .... .. 41.95 
HEAD PRO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34 . 95 

GRAFALLOY 
THE HAMMER ....... . . . .. . 49 .95 
Cr,v(',, ,ncludl'd wi1h all r M quPh Add \,2 r,0 pr, rMquPt 

ftn ptUldgt' ond hdndl1ug APO \ 2 on, .... ,,,. 

LEACH BAGS 
TOURNAMENT BAG ... . .. . 
BLUE CLUB BAG ......... . 
BROWN CLUB BAG ....... . 
LADIES' SHOULDER TOTE . 

8 .95 
14.95 
14.95 
14.95 

EKTELON BAGS 
ALL -PRO BAG . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8. 95 
RACQUETBALLER BAG . .... 14.95 
Add SJ '.,0 pPr ~9 for postbge and handling 

GLOVES 
SARANAC . .... .. .... .. .... 5.95 
THE OTHER GLOVE . . . . . . . 8. 95 
CHAMPION. .. .......... .. . 5.95 
Postag e 50 ' per pair . Sizes SX-S-M-ML-L-Xl. 
P1"'aw Wflle or call for nur en 11u• MPrchand1 w PncP L,s1 

ATHLETE'S CORNFR 
~ P. 0 . Box 16993, Depr.RM9__,. 
~ Plantation. Fla. 333HI -"Ii,,, 

Phon e (305) 581 -5327 
Hacquv1ball Shoes Available Pucn Sub,ec1 10 Chang" 

You do not 
have to be born 
with epilepsy. It 
can result from 
many causes . .. 
viral encephalitis, 
meningitis, 
measles, high 
fevers, poisons, 
or serious head 
• • • 1nJur1es. 

Epilepsy. 
It\ not \\'hat ~·011 think. 

Hrlp l19ht th, eandfe ofundrr .1tarn:lrn9 
Cont.act your local chapter o(thf' 
Ep,lt•~y Foundati on o( Amen ra 
Or ""u, Ep,leJ)"y . Wa.,h,ngt on. D.C 200.16 
t /n t".,'1• •ml 111LJ ,,. , ,,.,,., , , .\ ·n,,,,.,nl E, ,,1, ,, •11 /,1 nq., , 1 

on 

Racquet Club Mgr . I Director 
4 years experience in club 
management and mer ­
chandising. 
Prefer Eastern U.S. - Salary 
open 
Send for resume or additional 
inform ation to : 

Placement Service 
Racquetball Magazine 
P.O. Box 16566 
Memphis, TN 38116 

MAKE A FORTUNE 
WITH COOKIES 

~ 0¼~ COOXU: COACH 
has revolutionized the 
booming cookie industry. 
Sell heaven ly , mouth wate ring giant size cookies 
chock full of na1ural heal thy in17ed 1enu by the 
thoos.a nch in high 1raff ic location s wi1h our revolu • 
1iona ry market ing plan through many retai l out lets 
we turn over 10 you 
N EW YORK TIMES •z : "a re do i ng monstrous bos · 
1nes s .. " 
ADVERTISING AG E •z : "C ookie gobb lers are 
going hog w ild " 
Fuwred on na11ona l T .V news shows Proven succ · 
eu for mu la. Talk 10 delighted owners , Idea l fOf' hus • 
band/wi fe t eam or ab1entee owner $2 5, 000 needed . 
N o baking . N o expenence needed , w e train you & 
provide you with a complet e turnkey bus iness which 
can earn you giant prof11S . Call ou r 2 4h r . 10II free 
no . for lit erat u re. 

800 - 327 - 9191 EXT. 669 
FLA : 800 -432 -7999 EXT . 669 

Or write · Cookie Coac h , Adv 01v 
2-665 Stirling Rd ., F1. La uderdale.FL . 3:)3 12 

a0y ... 



FIRST SERVICE 

NewCourt 
Club Openings 
West Monroe, Louisiana 

Racquetball West, a six-court rac ­
que!ball and handball facility located 
at 1515 North 7th St., West Monroe, is 
scheduled to open this month. 

The club will feature two courts with 
glass back walls for convenient viewing 
from the upper level lounge , a challenge 
court and a specially marked in­
structional court. 

Other features include saunas, 
whirlpools and a multi-purpose fitness 
and exercise area. Future plans include a 
jogging track. Th e manager ts Rick 
Cunningham . Call : 318-323 -7673. 

Greeley, Colorado 

The Rocky Mountain Racquet Club 
recently opened at 2619 West 11th 
Street Road in Gr eeley. 

In addition to six handbaIVracquetball 
courts, club amenities include saunas 
and Jacuzzi pools in both the men's and 

women's locker rooms , and a lounge 
with a view of the glass-backed 
exhibition court. 

Memberships are available for 
students at $9 per month, individuals at 
$12 per month and families at $15 per 
month, on a yearly basis. Corporate 
memberships are also available. Contact 
Tim Larkin: 303 -353-4508. 

Durango, Colorado 

The Court Club of Durango should be 
ready just in time to meet the needs of 
Durango area residents who make New 
Year's resolutions to get in shape. The 
club has a scheduled December opening . 

This facility will cente r around eight 
racquetbalVhandball courts and two 
tennis courts. Members will enjoy the 
use of saunas, whirlpools, steamrooms 
and a private meeting room, as well as a 
hair salon. There will be running and 
jogging paths on an adjacent seven acres 
of land, and managers plan to offer a 
variety of programs ranging from Yoga 
to Lamaze (a technique of natural 
childbirth). 

A variety of membership plans are 
available, for those who wish to use the 

full facility and those who prefer a 
membership in the health club and spa 
only. Prices range from a $350 (one time 
only) initiation fee, with $35 monthly 
dues for a family, full facility mem­
bership, to a Sl 50 (one time only) 
initiatio n fee and $25 monthly dues for a 
single, health club and spa membership 
only. Company or group memberships 
are also available. For more information, 
call 303-259-2579. 

Plymouth, Massachusetts 

"T he Racquet eer" is a new club 
located at 15 Long Pond Road in 
Plymouth which features six indoor and 
six outdoor regulation racquetball 
courts. 

Memberships are priced at $55 single 
and $95 family , with hourly court rates 
of $5, $6 and $7. The club has 
whirlpools, saunas, a lounge and 
nursery . 

Thomas Maroney, president of 
Racqueteer Corporation, indicates plans 
are underway to sponsor outdoor 
tournaments, as the club is interested in 
promoting outdoor competition in the 
New England region.• 

Racquetball Magazine is 
currently gathering data 
about virtually every 
aspect of the booming 
racquetball industry­
from racquets to wristlets, 
from construction 
materials to club openings. 
We invite anyone wishing 
information to call or 
write to 
Racquetball Magazine 
Research Dept. 
1535 E. Brooks Rd. 
Men1phis, Tn. 38116 
901-345-8000 
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RACQUETBALL welcomes all tournaments to report their 
results. Please list all rounds of each event. Scorecard will 
report as many rounds of each tournament as space allows. 

For reasons of space and clarity, tour ­
nam ent results submilled for listing in 
"Scorecard" should be arranged as shown 
in the example below . Entries us in g this 
format stand a beller cha nce of being in ­
cluded in the " Scorecard " section. 

Men's Op en: 
Semifinals: John Smith ov er Peter Smith 

21-7, 21-15; John Doe ov er Peter Doe 21·20, 
21-13. 

Finals : John Smith over John Do e 21· 20, 
13-21, 21-16. 

1st Rhode Island Recquetball Open -Steva Savage (left) and Mike Romano in the Men 's Open Finals. 

1ST RHODE ISLAND RACQUETBALL 
OPEN 

Fore Court 11 Racquet Club 
Cumberland , R . I . 

Som e 210 player s competed i n 240 
d ivisional entr ies , and th e players walked 
away with very po sitive fee lings about the 
tournament . This tournament was sponsored 
by Anheuser -Busch Natural Lile Beer , and 
this product was d istributed throughout the 
weekend . Anheuser -Busch also donated S500 
to help defray tournament expenses . V i llert 
balls were used , and Eklelon supplied 
tournament shirts. Cro ss Pen Company 
donated S600 worth of pens . As the event was 
held to ben efit SI. Joseph's Hospital Dept . of 
Ped ia trics , a donation of ssoo was g iven to the 
Hospital from Fore Court II Racquel Club . 

Men's Open: 
Semifinals : Mike Romano over Dave 

Malurah 21·4, 21·3; Sieve Savage over Phi l 
Panarella 21-19, 11·21, 11-l. 

Finals: Romano over Savage 21·8, 21·7. 
Third : Panarella over Malurah, by flipping 

a coin . 
Consolation : Dennis Aceto over Bob Woods 

21·16, 21· 14. 
Men's B: 
Semifinals: Dennis Cu lbe rson over Marty 

Kidder 21-17, 14-21, 11·2; Cra ig Larsen over 
Pel e Silvano 21· 18, 21· 13. 

Finals : Craig Larsen over Dennis Culberson 
21-3, 21· 1. 
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Third : Sil vano over K idder , flipped . 
Consolation : Dan Canlure over Sieve Kidder 

21-14, 21 11 
Men 's C: 
Semifinals : Robert Houle over Cra i g 

Dow ell ; Chuck Slone over Chuck H enzy . 
Final s: Chuck Stone over Robert Houle 21-

17, 21· 16. 
Third : Henzy over Dowell , flipped . 
Consolation : Ve,nz i l over Louro . 
Men 's Novic e: 
Quarterf i nals: Vincent Desanto over Ken 

Adams ; Brian Ca ulure over Earl Buteau; 
Charles Morr ison ov er Earnie Robillard ; 
Hank Demers over W i lliam Corbeille . 

Semifinals : Cauture over Desanto ; Dem ers 
over Morrison . 

Finals : Hank Demers over Br ia n Cauture 21· 
8, 21-17. 

Third: V incen t Desanto over Charles 
Morr is on . 

Consolation : Drew ov er Harrois 20-21, 21· 12, 
11 4. 

Men 's Sen iors : 
Semifinals : Rene Depot over B i ll Calvin; 

John Rosato ov er William Ner i. 
Finals : Rene Depot over John Rosato 21·7, 

21·4. 
Third : William Neri over Bill Ca lvi n 21-10, 

21·8. 
Consolation : Robillard over Thornly 21·0, 21-

4 . 
Men ' s Masters: 
Semifinals : Phil Staknis over Pau l Co te; 

Ronald Eidimtes over Dav e Lauro . 
Finals : Staknis over E id imles 21·20, 21·10. 
Third : Cole over Lauro 21·12, 21· 15. 

Consolation : Carey over Savage, forfeit . 
Wom en's Op en: 
Semifinal s: Ci nd y Alba over Karen Sch ­

mieder; Janel Simon over Beth Teroah . 
Final s: Cindy Alba over Jane l Simon 17-21, 

21- 15, 11-5. 
Th i rd : Schmieder over Teroah . 
Wom en's B : 
Semif ina ls: Barbara Savage over Sharon 

Culberson ; Susan Herelemian over 
Kathleen Mann ing . 

Final s: Susan Here lemian over Barabara 
Savage 21· 19, 19-21, 11-6. 

Third : Manning over Cu lberson 21-4, 21-14. 
Consolat ion : Savage over Paul9 -21, 21-11, 11-

2. 
Wom en 's C : 
Semi f inals: Cynthia Jewett over Lisa 

P ic ard ; Jan Mea c hman ov er Tracy Lar ­
sen . 

Fin als: Meachman ov er Jewell 21-18, 21-5. 
Third : Picard over Larsen . 
Con solation : Taber over And erson 17·21, 21· 

2, 11-6. 
Women ' s Novice : 
Sem ifinals : Deb bie LaBrecque over Phy llis 

Par ise au ; Donna Kelly over Linda 
Chiciove . 

Fin als : Donna Kelly over Debbi e LaBrecque 
21· 13, 21· 1. 

Third : Par iseau over Chiciov e 21·9, 21·9. 
Consolation : Sweet over Cote 5-21, 21-12, 11· 

10. 

1sr Rhode lslond Racque tba ll Open- Pe18 Silvano-3rd Place 
Men 's B, Denms Culoerson•Znd Place Men 's B, Craig Larson­
I s t Place Mon 's B and Jeuy Mo farogno, Co-Tournament 
Dlroctor 

t 

FIRST INTRA -CLUB TOURNAMENT 
Lacon ia Racqu et ball Club 
Laconia , New Hamp shire 

M en's B Singl es: 1st : Lance Bloom ( 10·5, 15· 
10, 15·4) over J i m Lyman . Conso lation : Bob 
Jesseman 

Men ' s c Singles: 1st : Claude Richer (15·8, 
15·7) over Randy Bean . Consolation : 
Roland LaMorge . 

Women 's c Singles : 1st : Jul ie Ryan (15· 13, 
15· 13) over Terry Mooney. Consolat ion : 
Eileen Culkin. 

Men's Masters Singles : ls! : Claude Richer 
( 15·6, 15·8) over R ichard Gust . Con ­
solation : Robert B il lin . 

MIDSUMMER CLASSIC 
Gain es ville Racquet Club 

Gainesville , Florida 

Men 's Open: 
Semifinals : Gary Zelrov er over Greg 

McDonald 21· 15, 21·18 ; Sieve Jones over 
Van DuBo lsky 21· 19, 7-21, 11·8. 

Finals : Zetrover over Jones 21· 13, 14·21, 11·3. 
Men 's Open Doubles : 





Suddenly it looks like 
everyone is running. 

Why don't you join them? 
For more information . write 

Fitness 
Wash ington . D.C 202 01 

The Preside nt's Coun cil • 
on Physical Fitness and Sports 

BUILT BY THE PROS 
PORTHE PROS 

Dr . Bud Muehleisen is 
recognized as one of the most 
knowledgeable personalities in 
the racquetball field . He is also 

the President of M- M Court 
Systems , the manufacturers of 

f irs t-rate facilit ies for racquetball. 
The M-M team has introduced many innovations in design and 

construction that match the specific needs of professional players . For 
example, we have pione ered and perfected prec isio n-fit M- M panels that 
can be at1ached to concrete, masonry or steel stud systems . The smooth, 
solid, playing surface provides a consistent ball bounce and excellent 
playability . M-M also leads the industry in acoustical sound deadening 
techniques . 

Another important feature is that the interior walls of our court 
systems are non-load bear in g, allowing easy convertibil ity of the 
building . This ease of convertibility makes financing an easier task . 

Under the guidance of Dr . Bud, our competent personnel will provide 
you total professional assistance with your plans, installation and 
operation . 

M- M Court Systems are aesthetically pleasing , durable , easy to 
maintain and second to none in quality . 

Thoughtfully built by the pros, for the pros . 
Call or write M- M Court Systems. 
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M-M Court Systems, Inc. 
2340 Tampa Aven ue, Suite E 
El Cajon . CA 92020 (714) 697-1 344 

Sem if Ina Is : Du Bol sky • Zetrover over 
Stevens · Shaak 21·13, 21·10; M cDo nald · 
McDonald over Bras ington • Black 21·20, 
21·18. 

Finals: DuBol sky • Ze trov er ov er McDonald 
McDonald 21·16, 21·13. 

Wom en's Op en: 
Semifinals : M eg Rogers ov er Val Ba za rte 

21 ·0, 21 ·4; Kathy Per ez over Sue Goebel 21 · 
3, 21·6. 

Final s: Perez over Ro gers 21·15, 21·19. 
Wom en's Op en Doubles : 
Semifinals : Green -Gr een over J ohnson 

Beecher 21·4, 21·4; Zetrover · Rogers over 
Dolb ler · Weedon 21·20, 12·21, 11·5. 

F i nal s : Green • Green over Zetrover 
Rogers 21 · 16, 21 · 10. 

Boy' s Juniors : 
Semifinal s : Pat Decarl is over Chr is Buckner 

13·21, 21·16, 11·2; Mar io Ariel Jr . over Sean 
McMan 11-21, 21·16, 11·0. 

Finals : Ar iel over Decarlis 21·6, 21· 11. 

Men 's Seniors : 
Semif i nals: Graig Shaak over A l Levin 21·8, 

21•8; M ar io Ariel over Lar ry Swanson 10· 
21, 21·20, 11·6. 

Finals : Shaak over Ar iel 21·13, 21·16. 
Men 's Master s : 
Round Robin : 1st : Ray Waldrop , 2nd Bob 

Pr imack , 3rd Jim G li k es, 4th Nat Chud · 
novsky . 

Men's ' B' : 
Semifinals : Dave Jones over Chuck Donch 

21· 19, 21· 16; D i ane Green over Steve Crane 
21-14, 21·20. 

Final s : Green over Jones 21· 15, 15·21, 11·3. 
Me n's 'C': 
Semif inals : Rob Sandow over Ron Roan 21· 

10, 12·21, 11·10; Steve Dixon over Jac i nto 
Calderin 12·21, 21·19, 11-7. 

Finals : Dixon over Sandow 21-20, 21-7. 
Women 's Junior Vets : 
Semif i nals : Donna D ol b l er over Ca ro l 

Johnson 21·9, 21·4; Kim Beecher over 
Barbara Rotundo 21·4, 21·6. 

Final s : Kim Beecher over Donna Dolb ier 21· 
8, 16·21, 11·4. 

Women 's ' B' : 
Semif inals : Melody W asson over Barba ra 

Rotundo 21·20, 21-17; Danis DeCarlis over 
Theresa Norr ed 21-10, 18-21, 11-7. 

Finals : Wasson over DeCa r lls 21·6, 21-9. 
Women 's ' C' : 
Semifinals : Rebecca Rush over Roxann 

Colwell 21·3, 21·6; Chris Clifford over Darla 
Han cock 21-9, 21-16. 

Finals : Clifford over Rush 21·20, 21·8. 

IRA STATE DOUBLES TOURNAMENT 
Pompano Courthouse 
Gainesvill e, Florida 

Men 's Open : 1st : Ra ndy H ines · Gerry 
Sherlock; 2nd : Van DuBol sky · Gary 
Zetrover; 3rd : Jim Adkins · Errol Potter ; 
4th : Fra nk Johnson - Steve Sulli 

Women 's Open : 1st: Aud r ey Si mton · 
V irgi nia Morales ; 2nd : Donlsa Zetrover · 
D ia ne Gre en ; 3rd : Kathy Gall · Carrie 
Montano ; 4th : Ju lia Knight · Karen 
Powers . 

Men's Jr . Vets : 1st: Gary Ze trov er · Graig 
Shaak; 2nd : Frank Johnson B il l 
Pre scott ; 3rd: Van DuBolsky · B ri an 
M c clanahan ; 4th : Collie Carlton · Larry 
Swanson . 

Seniors : 1st : Fred Bla ess · Jeff Leon ; 
2nd : Collie Carlton · Larry Swanson ; 
3rd : Graig Shaak - Frank Blackard ; 4th : 
Mike MoJ er ·AI Sobel. 

Masters : 1st : Mike Mo ier Don 
Donohue ; 2nd: Don Keils · Dan M c Donald ; 



3rd : Gordon Ira · Y a le Berm an; 4th : Fred 
Koran · Don Sperling . 

Men 's B : 
1st : Koran · Levy ; 2n d : Perez · Bar i ll as; 

3rd : St an ford • Baines; 4t h : Chevas • 
Adam 

M en' s C: 1s t : Dun n • Quevedo; 2nd: Chevas 
· Ada m ; 3rd : Bonne t · Rau sche r ; 4th: 
Zamulut · Ramesbotton. 

Women' s B: 1s t : Gall Montano; 
2nd: Kn i ght · Powers; 3rd : McConkie 
Kazan; <Ith: Zivalich · Z ivalich 

FIRST ANNUAL SPORTROOMS CLASSIC 
Augu st 24-26, 1979 

Montgomery , Alabama 

M en's Open : 1st, Jim Cu llen; 2nd, Wayne 
Vincent ; 3rd , Jay Schwartz. 

Men 's B : 1st, Terry Co x; 2nd , Ro nni e 
Coleman ; 3rd, Den n is McRee . 

Men 's C: 1st, Nell Campbell; 2nd , Ron 
Stokes ; 3rd, Jorg e Morant e . 

Men 's Jr . V et s: 1st, Jay Schwar tz; 2nd, Kip 
Parr ish ; 3rd, Steve Murata . 

M en's Seni or : 1st, J i m Jor dan ; 2nd, Chu ck 
M ine r ; 3rd, Thoma s Cost . 

M en's Ma ster : 1st, Gene Brown ; 2nd , Jack 
Sorenson ; 3rd , Stoney Akers . 

Wom en's Op en : lst,Babette Burkett ; 2nd , 
Caryn M cKinney; 3rd , V ickie Lu que . 

Women 's B: 1st , Toni Clark ; 2nd, Phyllis 
West ; 3rd, Bev er ly Beil. 

Women 's C : 1st, Mar sh Tiller ; 2nd , Bev er ly 
Bell ; 3r d , Linda Funde rbur k . 

USRA OHIO STATE TOURNAMENT 
Circuit Courts 
Dayton , Ohio 

M en's Open Singl es: 1st : C la r k Pittman ; 
2nd : Kevin Deighan . 

M en 's M as t er Doub le s : 1st : Haering • 
Lapierre ; 2nd : K osicki -Smith. 

M en's Se n i or Doubl es: 1st : Soble -Ste r n; 
2nd : M cKinley -Helton 

M en's M as t er Si ngl es: 1s t : Fre d Zitzer ; 
2nd : Pau l Haering . 

M en 's Senior Si ngl es: 1st : J ack Soble ; 
2nd : Ken t Fussel man . 

M en's B Double s: 1st : Barasch -Sch ne ide r ; 
2nd : M i ll er -Frees . 

M en ' s Ope n Doubles : 1st : Abrams -Clifford ; 
2nd : Sip es-Pittman . 

Men 's B Singles: l st : Bar ry Hart ; 2nd : · 
John Lewis . 

M en's C Single s: 1st : Ma ll Rosenblum ; 
2nd : Ed Schm i dt . 

M en ' s c Doubl es : l st : Sp e nce · Ra uh off ; 
2nd : Lutz -Bates . 

Boy's 16 And 17: 1st : David Rosenb lum ; 
2nd : Brian De ighan . 

Wom en's B Singl es: 1st : Sally F orr istell ; 
2nd : Rob in Blessing . 

Women 's C Double s: 1st : Hyre -Wo lff ; 
2nd : Sander -Lavis 

M en 's Nov i c e Singles : 1st : Red de n ; 
2nd : Ken Bu ssell. 

Women 's Open Single s: 1st : Becky 
Callahan; 2nd : Juli e Seim . 

Women 's B Doubles : 1st: Sturt -Revenaugh; 
2nd: Lan gende rf er·Wen tland 

Women's Novice Singl es: 1st : Lin da Bre ssi; 
2nd : Justina Saxby . 

Boy's 13 And Und e r : 1st : Ken Ste rn; 
2nd : M at t Reed . 

Wom en 's Open Doubl es : 1st : Str ick la nd · 
Thom as ; 2nd : Wachtel -Robinson . 

Women 's c Singles : 1st: C laudia Mapes; 
2nd : Deb Shartle . • 

IRA BALL 
APPROVAL 
As of press time the following ball manufacturers 

have received tentative approval of their products in 
I. R.A. sanctioned tournaments. 

Final contracts and authorization are forthcoming and 
will be announced in a future issue of RACQUETBALL 
Magazine. For tournament sponsorship contact these 
manufacturers, your I. R.A. state director, or national 
headquarters. 

Head 

Penn 

Point West 

Regent 

Seamco 

Sportcraft 

Trenway 

Vittert 

Voit 

SANCTION YOUR TOURNAMENT THROUGH 

The International 
Racquetball 
Association 

AND RECEIVE FREE: 

Balls 
Score cards 
Draw Sheets 
Rule Books 
Clinic Booklets 
Decals and bumper stickers 
Tournament programs 
Qualification for World 
Amateur rankings 
(September 1979) 

Guidelines of how to run a 
successful tournament 
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E1f!'rJOA~ Wins ~ P. d 
with ... · 
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m 
.. <-~ The World's iiilil..-i Finest 
• -~ 

1

,. Health & Fitness Machines 
. /. 

DynaCam equipment features: 

• Brilliant Chrome Finish 

• Solid Steel Construction 

• Cardio-Respiratory Endurance 

• Improvements In Strength 

• Changes In Body Composition 

Documented results and years of design and 
research make Dynacam the perfect weight 
machine for the winning point. 

Call us for full-l ine catalog, layouts and planning 
assistance. 

Dynamics Health Equipment 
Manufacturing Co., Inc. 

® 

1538 College Avenue, South Houston, Texas n587 
can Toll Free 1-800-231-4245. 
In Texas, call (713) 946-5734 

RM -791 



GET THE WEDGE. 
BEFORE YOU BECOME ONE OF 

THE RUNNING WOUNDED. 
The Pro Comfort ® 
Runner's Wedge TM 

by Scholl is a flexible 
wedge that fits 
inside your running 

o l978S choll. lnc. shoes . And it gives 
you the edge against nmning injuries. 

Runner's Wedge has been specially designed 
to control torque, the bio-mechanical twisting 
that causes the majority of ankle, knee, leg and 
tendon injuries. The kind that happen to 50% 
of all runners. 

It's soft, yet densely constructed. To com­
fortably cushion your feet, while absorbing the 
shock of every heelstrike. It lets you nm more 

The Runner's Wedge Is one of 
the fine products in the Pro 
line of athletic accessories by 

comfortably. And often longer. 
Before you become one of the running 

wounded, try a few ounces of prevention. And 
join the thousands who have put the Runner's 
Wedge in their shoes. 

Look for the Ruil!ler's Wedge and the rest 
of the Pro Comfort line of athletic accessories 
wherever sporting goods are sold . 

Or order direct from us. Send $9.95, along 
with your name, address and shoe size, to: 
Pro Comfo~. ,uppott for you, game 
213 W. Schiller, ~ 
Chicago.IL. 60610. 
lliinois residents 
add 5% sales tax. 



If you th ink 
bounce 
is the only test of 
a perfect 
racquetball , 
you should know 
about speed and 
flight . 

The new Ektelon 
SpeedFlite rM 
Racquetball . 

The Speed.Flite has the 
best bounce in racquetball. 
It's non-pressurized for a 
longer-lasting bounce, rounder 
for a more consistent bounce, and 
has an extra-rough surface for a truer 
bounce. Your game keeps its rhythm. 
Your serves hug the comers. Your kill 
shots stay down. 

But for perfect playability, a 
racquetball needs more than the right 
bounce. 

The SpeedFlite has the ideal speed 
- not too fast, not too slow - for 
crisp responses off the walls and 
effortless ceiling shots. 

The Speed.Flite also has unique 
flight characteristics . Wall thickness 
and roundness are controlled to 
within .010 inch. This eliminates 
in-flight wobbles and erratic 
rebounds. 

And naturally, the SpeedFlite is 
backed with a strong replacement 
offer. If the ball breaks before the 
long-lasting label wears off, Ektelon 
will replace it free. 

So next time you buy racquetballs, 
look for more than perfect bounce. 
Look for perfect speed and flight, too. 
The new Speed.Flite from Ektelon. 

E/qEI!»/. ♦ 
The Most Recommend ed 
Racquet in Rac quetba ll."' 

•R~h ,e,uli. avallable from Ektelon. 
SpeedFUte Racquetballs are 
manufact ured by Ektel on In San Diego, CA. 
Ektelon I• a regla te red trade mark of 
Ektelon, San Diego, CA. 
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