







































































First of all, kudos to organizers Gary
Mazaroff, Paula Sperling, Damian Jelso
and the entire New Mexico
Racquetball Association for hosting
the 2000 World Senior
Championships! In its twelfth year,
this tournament was again filled with
fun, excitement, great competition
and good friends.

For those who are not familiar with

the WSRC, let me just say that this is the premier tour-
nament for senior athletes. The reasons are simple; you
are treated with the utmost respect and the very best
senior athletes attend this tournament.

From the moment you arrive you are given the red-
carpet treatment. Need a ride from the airport? No
problem! Jenny Mazaroff, Gary’s lovely wife, is on her
way to pick you up in her own wheels — complete with
authentic southwest, cowhide seat-covers. She
graciously makes umpteen trips to and from the airport,
each time greeting her passengers with a smile and a
welcome gift.

Once you're delivered to the host hotel, get settled and
head down to the registration area, everyone is greeted
with a warm smile and a heartfelt welcome. This is the
way it is at “Seniors,” regardless of whether you are a
first-timer or a long-timer. A semi-circle of tables is filled
with information, gifts and tokens of the tournament
and the great state of New Mexico. Arms filled, you
attempt to balance your wares. As you juggle, you
recognize voices calling your name and then spot all
the familiar faces as you make your way through the
sea of hugs. The greetings are filled with care and every-
one strives to catch up on the stories of friends, family,
work, trials and survivals.

All in attendance share a common theme, that of
resilience, triumph and success. Anyone over 35 years
of age is eligible, and each player has come to know the
meaning of the adage “youth is wasted on the young.”
This tournament is defined by the unique journey
through life most of its players have traveled. For many
there are the usual ups and downs. For others there is
the recovery from injury or chronic illness. Some have
survived cancer, some are living through it. Some are as
healthy as an ox, and others have experienced the types
of trials and tribulations that

we only see on the news.

There are special moments,

celebrations and momen-
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tous occasions, along with the joy of lives beginning
and the sorrow as a life ends. Through it all we have
learned to balance sadness and happiness — and this
tournament is about the here and now, the present,
and how we choose to live. We arrive to play racquet-
ball, and come away with new lessons in the value of
sport and competition; in giving respect and treasuring
family and friends.

In terms of skill, one is truly tested and endurance
levels pushed to the max. You find out what you're
made of, how deep your competitive juices flow and
what matters most. You may be the top seed, but you
still have to make your way through the entire round
robin format. There are no bye’s here, everyone wants
to win a Woirld title, and — in this format — everyone
has the opportunity to do so.

The New Mexico air is thin and takes a toll on some of
the players. But as the week goes on and you have
played at some of the nicest clubs, surrounded by the
beautiful mountains of New Mexico, to the surprise of
most, the aches and pains are few and far between.

Each day the players are up bright and early checking
out the standings to see where they're positioned in
their flight. The shuttle arrives to take warriors to their
field of play, while other players roam around looking
for coffee chats to get the scoop on the day’s match-
ups. The beauty of the weather allows some to sun and
swim for a few hours while others visit Santa Fe or Old
Town. First-timers must seek out those special souvenirs
to take home. The veterans keep an eye on the rookies
and volunteer their advice on the best places to visit
and hot spots to eat.

As the tournament progresses, most players will have
made at least 10-20 new friends and caught up with 50-
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At its May 2000 meeting, the USRA Board of Directors voted to suspend the
existing rules moratorium for the purposes of formalizing the experimental "one-
serve in Open" rule, and to clarifg several text rulings. Effective on September
1, 2000, the following revisions were made to the Official Rules of Racquetball.
This addendum — in conjunction with the current rulebook — now comprise
the official 2000-2001 version.

» Text was re-worded regarding "certifications & compliance" for the mandatory
eyeguard rule. The rule now reads:
Rule 2.5 APPAREL
(a) All players must wear lensed eyewear that has been warranted by its manu-
facturer or distributor as 1.) designed for use in racquetball and 2.) meeting or
exceeding either the full ASTM F803 standard or Canadian (CSA) impact standard.
This rule applies to all persons, including those who wear corrective lenses. The
eyewear must be unaltered and worn as designed at all times. A player who fails
to wear proper eyewear will be assessed a technical foul and a timeout to obtain
proper eyewear. A second infraction in the same match will result in immediate
forfeiture of the match.
Certifications & Compliance. The USRA maintains a reference list of eyewear
so warranted by their manufacturers, and provides that list to each sanctioned
event (an eyewear list dated more than 90 days prior to the first day of the tour-
nament will be deemed invalid for the purpose of determining compliance with
this eyewear rule). In addition, the list is available online at the USRA.org website
(indexed under "ef/eguards"), and individual copies may be requested by calling
the USRA National Office at 719/635-5396.
To be used in sanctioned competition, Frotective eyewear must:
- bear a permanent, physical stamp of the appropriate "ASTM-F803" citation
on the frame itself, OR
- appear on the ASTM reference listing, OR
- bear the "Protective Eyewear Certification Council" [PECC] seal of approval for
the ASTM standard, OR
- be certified in writing by the maker that it complies with the required ASTM
standard (in this instance, the player must be able to provide written, adequate
prog; - on demand - at any sanctioned event, before such eyewear may be
used).

* The one-serve modification in Open division play was officially adopted for all sanc-
tioned competition, resulting in text changes to the following rulings:
Rule 3.1 SERVE
In Open Division competition, the server will have one opportunity to put the ball
into play [see section 5.0, for complete, one-serve modifications]. In all other
divisions, the server will have two opportunities to put the ball into play. [remain-
ing text moved to separate paragraph]
Rule 3.9(i) — In open division play, if a serve is called a screen, the server will
be allowed one more opportunity to hit a legal serve. Two consecutive screen serves
results in an out.
Rule 3.10(a) — Two Consecutive Fault Serves [see Rule 3.9], or a single fault
serve in open division play [see exceptions: 5.0].
Rule 3.12(a)2. — Two Consecutive Fault Serves [see Rule 3.9], or a single fault serve
in open division play [see exceptions: 5.0].

Rule 4.3 Fault Serve in Doubles (c) [serve hits partner] & (d) [consecutive faults]
(©) In open division play, if a serve hits the non-serving partner while standing in
the box, the server will be allowed one more opportunity to hit a legal serve. Hitting
the non-serving partner twice results in an out.

(d) In open division play, consecutive faults -- either (i) a screen serve followed
by hitting the non-serving partner or (i) hitting the non-serving partner followed
by a screen serve -- results in an out.

Rule 5.0 One-serve modifications - With the adoption of the one-serve rule, this
modification is eliminated, and replaced with revisions to Rule 3.1; 3.9; 4.3(c) &
(d) [preceding]. Additional text changes, referencing first and second serves, were
apphed consistently within text wherever applicable.

¢ Rule 4.2 Serve in Doubles - Changed text to "The order of serve may be changed
between games, Provided that the referee has been verbally notified before the first serve
of the new game."

® Rule 11.0 - Specific to Men's Professional Tour [IRT]
* Rule 12.0 - Specific to Women'’s Professonal Tour [LPRA]

e Within the policy section, the following segments had text changes, and now read:
A.3 SCHEDULING
(a) Preliminary Matches. If contestants are entered in more than one division,
it is likely that they will be required to play several times on the same day with little
rest between matches. This is a risk assumed on entering multiple categories of
play. rI]f possible, schedules should provide at least one (T) hour of rest between
matches.
(b) Final Matches. Where the possibility exists of one or more players reachin
the finals in multiple divisions, it is recommended that these matches be sched-
uled several hours apart to assure more rest between the final matches. If this is
not possible, it is recommended that a singles final be scheduled before any doubles
final, and that at least one (1) hour of rest be allowed between matches.
(c) Conflicts. If a player reaches the finals of two divisions which are scheduled
within the same hour, that player should be given the option of choosing which
final is to be played first.

A.5 FINISHES

Finalists must play off for first and second place, or determine a winner by some mutu-
ally-acceptable method. Semi-finalists are not required to play off for third place.
However, if one semifinalist wishes to play off and the other does not, the one will-
ing to play shall be awarded third place. If no playoff for third place occurs, both semi-
finalists will receive fourth place points.

® Missing text added:
A.9 SPECTATOR CONDUCT
In the event of disruptive or threatening behavior on the part of any spectator,
relative, parent, guardian or coach at any USRA sanctioned event, the referee is empow-
ered to address a "first offense" by enforcing sanction #1 detailed below. For addi-
tional infractions, the tournament director or USRA official in attendance, either of
their own accord or at the request of the referee, is empowered to enforce sanctions
#2 and #3 as warranted.
1. For the first offense: violator may watch, but not speak, while the athlete's match
is being played.
2. For the second offense: violator may not watch the athlete's match, but may
remain within the building.
3. For the third offense: violator will be removed from the club for the duration
of the tournament, and pertinent authorities advised of the restriction. If a given
situation so warrants, the tournament director or USRA official may invoke this sanc-
tion immediately and without previous offenses ? in the interest of safety.

® Moratorium on Rule Changes extended:
D.1 (a) Rule change proposals must be submitted in writing to the USRA National

Office by June Tst. NOTE: The Board of Directors has imposed a moratorium on rule
changes that establishes the next deadline for submission of rule change proposals
as June 1, 2002, which would set the earliest possible effective date as September
1, 2003.
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