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PRESIDENT'S NOTE 
I just don't know where to begin. There is 

so much going on in the LRA and so little 
space to write about it. If you're out there 
saying there can't be much going on because 
racquetball is on the decline in Louisiana, 
let me give you a few things to think about. 
Let's start with last year. The LRA hosted 
FIFTEEN ( 15) sanctioned tournainents in 
1997. That's the most sanctioned tourna­
ments in one year this decade. The Summer 

Cooler Pro-Am was the biggest one yet with 
over 175 entries and $15~000.00 in prize 
money. State Singles was huge, boasting 
over 180 entries. We \Vere also proud to 
host the Adult Regionals at LSU with over 
170 entries from six states. Do you think 
that's too much racquetball to handle? 
There's more. The average number of entries 
in a local tournament last year was 125 
which made those two A.M. matches so 
much fun. We laughe~ we cried, there was 
death, there was life. We partied; MAN, 
DID WE PARTY! 

I am sure that I forgot something, but 
overall the 1997 season was fantastic. It will 
only get better. 

(see PRESIDENT'S NOTE - page 2) 

EDITOR'S COLUMN 
This begins a new series of "Down the Line", 

your L.R.A. Newsletter At the U.S.R.A. leader­

ship conference in Colorado Springs last month, 

it became evident to me that after getting your 

membership money and applications into the 

U.S.R.A., the ne:\.1: most important thing is your 

newsletter. 

Joe Sherrill, a recently elected Board of Directors 

member and an absolute computer wizard (that's 

his business), has graciously stepped in and taken 

over as your Director of Membership and Ranking 

while I have moved to the position of Director of 

News and Ivledia. It will be my primary job to 

write and edit the quarterly newsletter and see to 

it that we get as much publicity as possible from 

the media. In another story on page 13 about the 

U.S.R.A. Leadership Conference you can read 

why media publicity is so vitally important. 

Please remember that the President and all the 

members of the Board of Directors are here to 

serve you and promote the game we all love: 

RACQUETBALL! 

If you don't write and let us know, we haven't the 

foggiest notion of what you want! 

May all you shots be rollouts! 
Fritz Owens 

e-mail: fritzowens@v-or1dnet.att.net fax: 504-a66-9630 



PRESIDENT'S 
NOTE 

What about the future you ask? The 1998 season 
is going to be explosive. State Singles will take 

place at LSU. Veterans of the LRA will remember 
the awards dinner and party at State Singles; we're 

bringing it back this year. Spread the word and 

make plans to attend. 

The Adult Regionals will be held at The 
Courrhouse in Jackson, rvis. You won't want to 

miss this tournament because you'll need it to 

qualify for the NATIONALS. 

Did you say that you're not going to Nationals 

because it's only age divisions and you don't want 

to get beat by Marty or Reuben or Dave or 

whoever? Well, you don't have an excuse this year. 

For the first time in two forevers, skill levels will 

be offered as well as skill levels within your age 

division. Everybody has a chance to win! The 

LRA's goal is to have at least 30 members 

represent Louisiana at Nationals. It sounds like a 

lot but it is a goal I think we can achieve. 

If you have been to Nationals, TELL people 

about it because I know you loved it and can't 

wait to go back. I personally can't wait for the 

Elmwood Pro-Am in August~ everyone has a 

chance to see the premier players of our beloved 

game in our own backyard. The LRA is also 
working on media coverage of some local tourna­
ments. I am not talking about a quick byte on the 

news. I mean full match coverage on cable access. 
More about that later. 

(CONTINUED FROM PACE 1) f~2 

Juniors are booming in Louisiana thanks to 
Debbie Spica, Rjchard Powell and Bo 
Champagne. If your kids are not playing racquet­
ball, they're missing an opportunity, especially one 

that can be a family activity. I could go on about 
the Juniors, but let the Junior reps do that job. 

TI1ere are many local tournaments scheduled for 
this year; I would like to mention one in particular. 

The Junior Ro/lout Tournament helps raise money 

for Juniors to travel to national tournaments, buy 

uniforms, etc. Last year's tournament was a great 

success with over 150 entries. Debbie Spica and 

her Juniors worked very hard on this production 

and sincerely appreciate the support of the LRA 
member family. 

Well, this is only a fourteen page newsletter, and 

you probably need to go practice. I look forward 

to seeing everyone at State. If you're thinking of 

taking some time off from racquetball, you should 

have done it last year because this year will be 
, d • I more spectacular than John Davis nve serve. 

Al Schof 

DID YOU KNOW? Cross 
training in another sport like swim.ming 

can radically improve your game? 
Try it. You'll LIKE it! 



an One~; ::E:r:=~~:~::~

1

"not-
for-profit" organization is finding volunteers. 
They a.re the fuel that runs the engine that 
drives this whole endeavor. The following is a 
list of jobs that desperately deed to be done 
for YOUR L.R.A. If you can help at all, 
please, submit your name and skills to one of 
the Directors or call, e-mail or fax your news­
letter editor. The rewards are great! 

PHOTOGRAPHERS FOR TOURNAMENTS 
ORGANIZER FOR END OF YEAR BANQUET 
NEW ORLEANS JUNIOR COORDINATOR 

TOURNAYENT ANALYST AND REPORTER 
REPORTER TO DO INTER VIEWS 
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~ DO YOU KNOW 

~ SOMEONE WHO'S A 

COUCH POTATO? 
TELL THEM HOW MUCH FUN IT IS! HOW GOOD 

YOU FEEL AIC'TER PLAYING A COUPLE OF 

GAMES. How IT MAKES YOU LESS HUNGRY. 

How IT BURN s MORE CALORIES THAN ANY 

OTHER SPORT EXCEPT CROSS-COUNTRY SKI­

ING! You MIC.HT BRING A NEW MEMBER INTO 

THE ORGANIZATION AND HAVE SOME IC'UN 

WITH A FRIILND WHILE YOU
1
RE AT IT. 

.. 
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One ol the most lmpr111IH Jolts In the lalf year 
has lteen don, lty our DI rector of Programs, D1ltltl1 
Spica. The numlter of youn91f1u that she ha1 
peuuaded to Join the p,09r1m particularly for Juniors 
Is astounding. We need to give a her a ltig hantl fo, 

all her hard work that ltrou9hf such gr1at r11ul+s. If 

you kno« of a young on, that Is inter11ftcl in 
,acquet~all, get De~~le to talk to them. She'll make 
a ltellewe, out of them In no¼hlng flat! 

The following closing dates and publishing dates 
should be useful to those of you that would like to 
have something published in the quarterly newsletter. 
The SCX)oer we get the info, the better chance you 
have of seeing it in print, Human interest stories, 
candid pictures, tips for playing better tournaments 
or games and the like are all welcome. 

Closing Dates 
January 15 
April 15 
July 15 

October 15 

Publishing Dates 
February 15 
May 15 
August 15 
November 15 



RACQUETBALL Tl PS 
by Pottle Schof, CertHled AmPro Instructor 

The Sport Experience 
from the bX>k • Rncq.ietball" by Robert P. Pangrazi c. 1987 

The Forehand Stroke - Stepping Into the Ball 
The following activities may help you develop a 

Your stride Is very lmportarrt. The step you take better sense of concentration if you find it easy to be distracted 

into a ball determines where, and how effedively, you during a match. 

can hit a shot. The foll owl ng key points explain the 

important areas to cover for stepping into the baii: 1. When you have a few quiet moments, concentrate on 

1. When you stride into the ball, you should step 

a shoulder's dlstance apart with your feet, or 

lust slfghtty wider. The longer your legs are, 

the longer your stride can be. 

2. Both legs should remain bent throughout 
your step to mafntaf n balance. consistency, 
and power ln the shot. 

3. Your step or stride should move In the dlrectfon 
of the front wall, not toward the side wall. The 
straighter your step, the more power and 
w11trol you will have on a shot. Try to avoid 

stepping directty Into the side wall for a shot. 

This makes cross court shots difficult, and you 
lose power because your shot momentum Is 
moving rn one direction, and your body is 

moving In another. 

;#~11 ... 
" X .• fl/I 

Join Pattie Schol (Ekteloa Team Member 8l. 
Certifted AmPro Instructor) a.nd/or Al Schol 
(Eketelon Tea.m Member) at the Heritage 
Sports Center once a month for .. rn££ .. 
racquetball clinics. 10:00 a.m. sharp on the 
following dates: 

&eghu1u's Cllalcs: MA.r. 14 az .M.a.y 30, 18811 

Begin.ner'a/latermediate.: Apr. Jl6 at. Jun Jl7, 1998 

watching an imaginary ball move throughout the court. Develop 

mental images of moving into position, setting up, making an 

effective shot, and moving to a defensive position. Work on 

keeping distractions from your mind. 

2. Practice the activity above in a noisy and distracting setting. 

It is qu~ possible that you may only be able to do so for a 

few seconds before a distraction catches your attention. Try 

to increase the duration of the mental practice sessions. 

3. During an imaginary sok> practice session, visually 

concentrate on the ball. Do not take your eyes off the ball al 

any time. Maintain your focus on the ball for as long as 

possible before being distracted. 

4. Try the above adivity while practicing with a partner. Try 

to tune out all extra_~eous noise such as your partner talking, 

negative thoughts, and spectators observing. The more 

successful you are with this activity, the more you will feel as 

though you are the only person in the court. Imagine the flow 

and feel of the match and how good it feels to have all 

extraneous thoughts "tuned out•. 

5. Carry over activities 3 & 4 into aduaJ practice sessions. 

When you feel your mind wandering to thoughts or external 

distractions, refocus and practice concentrating. 

6. Develop a phrase you will say to yourself when a poor or 

missed shot is made. Say this phrase three times between 

points while preparing to receive or serve the ball. 



TOURNAMENT TALK 

Tournament Results 

01/09/1998 HERITAGE ROLLOUT 
Men's Open 

1. MARK BLOOM 
2. DAVID RAHN 
3. JEFF BLOOM 
4. JOHN DAVIS 

Men's A 
1. MARK VOLTERE 
2. GEORGE ANTHON, JR. 
3. BILL BOADA 
4. ALBERT H. SCHOF, Ill 

Men's B 
1. GEORGE ANTHON, JR. 
2. JIM LESLIE 
3. CHARLES E. LEE 
4. BILL BOADA 

Men's C 
1 . CHRIS DACOSTA 
2. JAMES NELSON 
3. MICHAEL CURRIER 
4. ANTHONY P. 

Men's D 
1. GERARD M. SCHMITZ 
2. CYNTHIA M. CORDON 
3. TAMMY THOMPSON 
4. JIM ALISE 

Men 1s All Age 
1. JERRY DYE 
2. CHARLES E. LEE 
3. WARREN REUTHER JR. 
4. R. J. TAMPLAIN 

Women 1s A Singles 
1. BONNIE BEE 
2. PATRICIA B SCHOF 
3. KAREN KATTENCILL 
4. CYNTHIA M. GORDON 

01/30/1998 LANCE NELSON 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

Cons. 

1 .. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

1 . 
2. 
3. 
4. 

Cons. 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

Cons. 

1 . 
2. 
3. 
4. 

Men's Open 
TODD O'NEIL 
CHRIS COLE 
DAVID RAHN 
JOHN DAVIS 

Men's A 
ALBERT H. SCHOF, 111 
STUART MARTIN 
JIM LESLIE 
BILL BOADA 
TERRENCE PIERCE 

Men's B 
PATRICK OMUNDSON 
CHRIS DACOSTA 
RUSTY POWELL 
ELLIOTT MISTICH, JR. 

Men's C 
MICHAEL CURRIER 
CORWYN ALDREDGE 
DUSTY NASSIF 
WES MCDONALD 
CALVIN AHINGA 

Women 1s A 
JANETH RECTOR 
SONIA MONK 
PATRICIA B SCHOF 
NEYDA LESLIE 
LISA HAYDEN 

Women's C 
STACY DESHOTELS 
CANDY ARQUIETT 
DARLA WEBB 
NAOMI HERRON 



TOP TEN pages 

Men's Open Men's A Men's B Men's C 
1. 519 JOHN DAVIS 

1. 1258 AL3ERT H. SCHOF, Ill 
1. 1045 CHARLES E. LEE 

2. 674 MARK HIGC.ON 
1. 961 ROB£RT VANCE 

2. 472 DAVID RAHN 
3. 657 TERRENCE PIERCE 

2. 1021 BILL BOADA 2. 744 MICHAEL CURRIER 

J. 218 STEVE ROGERS 
4, 514 GEORGE ANTHON, JR. 

J. 1020 GEORGE ANTHON, JR. 3. 663 ANTHONY P. ZERINGUE 

4, 186 SCOTT D,WIS 4. 844 JIM LESLIE 

5. 1 1 5 MARK BLOOM 
5. 513 MARK VOLTERE 

4. 625 PATRJCIA B SCHOF 

6. 504 ROY LAUDUMIEY 
5. 688 ELLIOTT MISTICH, JR. 5. 464 WAYNE SKINNER 

6. 110 J.,\IME t\RROYAVE, JR. 6. 493 PATRICK OMUNDSON 

7. 7 4 DANN'f BORDELON 
7. 468 BILL BOAOA 

6. 443 TOMNIY A RIGSBY, JR. 

8. 468 KEN HOOD 
7. 424 RUSTY POWELL 7. 400 CHRJS DACOSTA 

8. 74 RICHARD B ROA(M!ELL 
9. 331 STUART MARTIN 

8. 419 CHRIS DACOSTA 8. 360 JAMES NELSON 

9. 74 STUART MARTIN 
10. 278 ELLIOTT MISTICH, JR. 

9. 281 RICKY WILLIS 9. 274 FRANK OL.AIVAR 

10. 72 MARK HICCON 10. 240 C. EARL TEABOUT 10. 274 JOE SHERRILL 

Men's D 
1. .'l18 GERARD M. SCHMITZ 

Women's Open Women's A Women's B 

2. 494 DUSTIN KIDDER 
1. 77 DEBBIE SPICA 1. 238 PATRICIA B SCHOF 1. 192 NEYDA LESLIE 

3. 397 BRANDON MCGHEE 
2. 67 KAREN KATTENCILL 2. 173 JANETH RECTOR 2. 120 BEC'<Y HISEY 

4. 192 CASEY MORAN 
3. 48 PATRICIA B. SCHOF 3. 11 7 BONNIE BEE 3. 11 2 MONICA POWELL 

S. 187 DAVID C. KEY 
4. 38 SANDRA GRIFFITHS 4. 96 NEYDA LESLIE 4. 56 MA.NOY FARRIS 

6. 166 CYNTHIA M. COR[X)N 
5. 64 MARY M. RAGLAND 5. 16 CYNTHIA M. GORDON 

7. 1 39 SIMEON BASINGER Women's D 6. 48 KAREN KATTENGILL 6. 16 TAMMY THOMPSON 

8. 128 PAT TASSIN 1. 102 DEBBIE MACK 7. 38 TAMMY THOMPSON 7. 16 ANNE PEEK 

9. 126 SHANE PELLERIN 2. 1 3 BERNICE POWELL 8. 38 CYNTHIA M. GORDON 

10. 125 TAMMY THOMPSON 
9. 19 BECKY HISEY 

Women's C Juniors 10 & Under 
1. 244 CANDY ARQUITT 

Juniors 12 & Under Juniors 14 & Under 

1. 360 Dt\VID C. KEY 
2. 143 TAMMY THOMPSON 

3. 115 CYNTHIA M.CORDON 
1. 101 JM-IES L. PATTERSON 2. 218 BLAKE WHITTLE 1. 115 DAVID C. KEY 

'· 102 MONICA POWELL 
2. 72 STEPHEN ROGERS, JR. 3. 19-4 ROBERT VANCE, JR. 2. 101 SIMEON BASSINGER 

5. 90 KAREN PROSSER 
3. 58 SARA CARRITT 4. 68 SIMEON BASSINGER J. 72 MRON FITZGERALD 

6. 72 MELANIE COOK 
4. 14 PATRICK CRACE,JR. 5. 54 KEVIN KIDDER 4. 14 ROBERT VANCE. JR. 

7. 71 KARY GILLIS 
5. 14 BRANDI t\LEMNDER 6. 41 MRON FITZGERALD 5. 1 4 C"-SEY MORAN 

7. 27 WILLIAM NIX 6. 14 DUSTIN KIDDER 
8. 56 AMBER L. MOREAU 

8. 27 RAFAEL BERRK) 7. 14 STEVE SOPER 
9. 14 DEBBIE MACK 

9. 14 LAURA GARRITT 
10. 13 DEBBIE IMBRAGUGLIO 

Men's 35+ 
Men's 45+ Men's 55+ Men's All Age 

,. 230 JAMES BAYHI 

2. 219 R. J. TAMPLAIN 
,. 199 CI.AREl'ICE SIMMOl"-IS 1. 166 WARREN REUTHER JR. 1. 173 JERRY DYE 

3. 205 GEORGE ANTHON, JR. 
2. 171 CYRIL HENTZ£ 

2. 104 EUGENE FERRIS 2. 154 CHARLES E. LEE 

4. 168 RANDY LEA 3. 96 WARREN REUTHER 
3. 90 RAY RONQUILLO, JR. 3. 105 R. J. TAMPLAIN 

5. 1 54 REX BEARD 4. 90 BO CHAMPAGNE 
4. 69 STEVE KASHMAN 4. 105 WARREN REUTHER JR. 

6. 128 TERRENCE PIERCE s. 78 KEN HOOD 
5. 51 RICHARD SOL.6A 5. 38 CLARENCE SIMMONS 

7. 116 CHARLES f. LEE 6. 38 C. EARL T£ABOUT 
6. 13 ROBERT BAUDRY 6. 38 G. Et\RL TEt\BOUT 

8. 102 KEN HOOD 7. 38 AL IUACLE 
7. 38 KEN HOOD 

9. 67 C. EARL TEABOUT 8. 38 JAMES BIXLER 
8. 38 RAY RONQUILLO, JR. 

f0. 64 NEIL WHITE 9. 34 JOEL MARKERT 
9. 19 OOUG WOODS-LEDET 

10. 19 ROCER ANASTASIO 



LRA 
LRA/USRA 1998 EVENT CALENDAR 

ESPN ~ 
PROMUS EHOTELS U.S. OPEN 
THURSDAY, FEB. 12, 1998 AT 11:30 p.m. 

MANHATTAN ATHLETIC CLUB, at Harvey, LA 
Racquet around the clock - February 27 thru March 1, 1998 

WILSON USRA NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOLS - St. Louis, MD 
M!!rch 6 1 1998 thru M!!rch 8 1 1998 

1998 STATE SINGLES CHAMPIONSHIPS 
at L.S.U., BATON ROUGE MAR.2O-22, 1998 

E-FDRCE USRA 29TH NATIONAL INTERCOLLEGIATES AT 

PHOENIX, AZ MARCH 25 THRU MARCH 29, 1998 

NMRA U.S. GOLDEN MASTERS SINGLES/DOUBLES at 

Pithburgh, PA April 2 thru April 4, 1998 

WORLD GYM at Harvey, LA 
Killshot Classic XI April 3 thru April 5, 1998 

12th TOURNAMENT Of THE AMERICAS/PANAM QUALIFIER 

at Winnipeg,Canada April 3 thru April 11, 1998 

COURTHOUSE RACQUET CLUB at Jackson, Ms 
1998 USRA REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS April 16-19, 1998 

TBA 
Nationals Warmup Tournament, May 8-10, 1998 

HOUSTON DOWNTOWN YMCA al Houston, TX 
:1991 USRA/EKTELON NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS, May 20-25,'91 

IELMWOOD FITNESS CENTER, at Harahan, LA 
:1998 June Classic June 12 thru June 14, 1998 

1998 LRA 
ORGANIZATIONAL SlRUCfURE 

President: Al Schof 
4220 Paradis Lane, Kenner, IA 70065 
H (504) 468-2813 B (504) 553-0119 

Director of Scheduling: Pattie Schof 
4220 Paradis Lane, Kenner, LA 70065 
H (504) 468-2813 W (504) 837-0730 

Director of Programs: Debbie Spica 
11888 Langridge: #3115 Baton Rouge, 70816 

H (504) 296-8117 \V (504) 273-6400 

Director of Finance 
(Pattie Schof is substituting) 

VACAl~ 

Director of Promotions 
( Al Schof is substituting) 

VACANT 

Director of Membership'Ranking: Joe Sherrill-
218 Wade St Wing, LA 70070 

H & W (504) 785-8682 

Director of News & Media: Fritz Owens 
4819 Walmsley Ave. New Orleans, 70125 

H & W (504) 865-7027 



STAIESI 
MARCH 20, 21, & 22, 1998 ' ■ 

THI rr•n IIMC:J.JI CHAJ4PIOMIHIPI 'Wll:L Bl Hl:LD THII ~- .. 
OM ./4.ABCH 20. 21. A.MD 22 AT :LOUIIIAMA ITATI U.MlVIRIIT~. 

On February 4th, 1998, the Louisiana Racquetball 
Association Board of Directors met and unanimously approved 
the following rules for this tournament: 

All winners must referee to advance 

There will be a strict enforcement of the rule: 

NO PAY - NO PLAY 

You must have your U.S.RA. card and/or your L.RA. card 
with you to sign in. You will NOT be allowed on the court to 
play a match if your dues are not paid up. If you don't check in 
early and are waiting in line to pay your dues or don't show up 
on time and your match is scheduled to start, 

IBE 10 Mll~UTE FORFEITURE RULE WILL APPLY! 

It has become necessary for us to do this because of the 
large number of entries into this tournament. We are trying to 

start everyone on time but lack of attention on the part of a few 
(See State Singles - page 9) 



STATE SINGLES 
(Continued from page 6) 

members to their membership status has put us behind right from 
the start in the last 4 State tournaments. It's time to put a stop 
to the actions of a few that are affecting the play of everyone else. 

I\lany players ,vait until the last minute to check in and 
then get bent out of shape when they can't get on the court because 
they have to wait to pay their dues. 

Listen, folks. \Ve don't think it's out of line to expect all of 
you over the age of 21 to act like responsible adults. You MUST 
understand that you have to pay your dues to get yo.ur competitive 
license AND YOUR TOURNAMENT INSURANCE IN FORCE 
BEFORE YOU PLAY! Otherwise you leave the organization and 
the facility in jeopardy, not to mention yourself. 

Take a moment now and check your membership expiration 
date. It's on this newsletter, page 14, on the label we used to mail 
it to you. Above the fold is a renewal application. Why not take 
the time NOW to fill out the application and send it along to us 
with your check for $25.00? Your new membership card will be 
waiting for you at the check in desk at the State Singles Tournament. 

YOU'LL BE GLAD YOU DID! 

Your Louisiana Racquetball Association Board of Directors 



The increase of young players on our courts helped set 

attendance records in tournaments during 1997. 

Average tournament participation increased by fifteen 
(15) players. Through the efforts of racquetball entJ1Usi­

asts like Debbie Spica and Richard Powell of Baton 
Rouge, John Davis of Lake Charles, Pattie Schof and 

Vicki Garrett of New Orleans as well as many others, 

more and more young people are being introduced to 

our sport, helping establish a foundation for the future 

of Louisiana racquetball. 

1997 was also the year of Louisiana's largest junior team. 

The state was represented by seven (7) young players 

who proudly competed and enhanced racquetball 

within and outside our state. Members of the 1997 

Louisiana Junior Racquetball Team are as follows: 

Brandi Alexander 8 years old Baton Rouge 
William Nix 10 years old Ruston 

Rusty Fbwell 13 years old Baton Rouge 

David Key 14 years old Baton Rouge 

Brandon McChee 14 years old Baton Rouge 

Dustin Kidder 15 years old Baton Rouge 

Shane Pellerin 15 years old Baton Rouge 

1997 Junior Team Outstanding accomplishments: 

Brandi Alexander 

ranked 6th nationally, girls 8 and under 

William Nix and Rusty Powell 
Junior National Championship participants 

Marie Bloom 

National Champion, 18 and under 

Runnerup, Worfd Junior Champion, 18 and under 

page 10 

At the Junior Regional Championships the Louisiana 

Junior Team received: 
4 Cold medals, 6 Silver medals and 5 bronze medals 

Not only did the Junior Team compete well at 

tournaments, they could also be found assisting with 
tournament duties and clinics. In fact, the largest 

tournament held in 1997 was the Junior hosted Rollout 

Roundup at Calloways Health Club in Baton Rouge. 

Over 100 players supported the fund-raiser. The Junior 

team also hosted a player's clinic in August with Pro 

Kennex player John Ellis. For $10 local players received 

3 hours of instruction from the number 4 ranked 

professional player. 

The 1997 Junior season laid a strong foundation for 

the future of our sport. We should all be very proud 

of our young players and support them whenever we 

can. 

. IM!~U Id l'k h k The Junior Team P.1.1Ro1c.1.u wou I e to t an 

the following companies for their tremendous support 

during 1997: 

MS Company 
Bany & Carol Alexander 
Copeland's of New Orleans 
E Force 
Glenn M. Kidder, D. D.S. 
Lindsey's Amusements 

Playtime Awards 
Pro Kennex 

Products, Inc. 

Sicily's Pizza 

Super Fresh 

A-Bear Tire 
Celebration Station 
Dixieland 

Cary Johnson 
Kinks Automotive 

Papa John's Pizza 
Powerade 
Premier Office 

Semolina's 

The Sports Authority 

W & W Automotive Specialist, Inc. 
Bill Whittle and Associates 
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We Need New Faces! New YOUNG Faces! 
by Debbie Spica, Director of Programs 

The Louisiana Racquetball Association is preparing to form the 1998 Junior Racquetball 
Team. All young players between the ages of 7 and 18 are eligible to participate. The 
Junior Team will be comprised of two categories. One being tbe Junior Development 
team for those players not quite ready for competitive racquetball but willing to practice 
and learn the skills needed to progress. The second category is for the ten young players 
with advanced skills looking to progress to the next level of competitive racquetball. All 
players will become a member of these two junior teams. 

To participate, su bnut your name, address, telephone number and a short biography 
highlighting how long you've been playing racquetball and why you would like to join 
the 1998 L.R.A. Junior Racquetball Team. Mail the application to: 

L.R.A. Junior Team 
c/o Debbie Spica 

11888 Langridge #3115 
Baton Rouge, LA 70816 

Deadline to submit Information is February 27, 1998. 
Once the information has been received, juniors will be notified of clinic dates and sites. 

If you need additional information please contact: 

Debbie Spica at (504) 296-8117 



ODDS AND ENDS 

N om.inat:ions 

for the 
L.R.A. Board 
of Directors 

AL the State Single• Tournament in Marcl-i,=e 

will be electing two new members to the Board of 

Directors. The positions lo be filled are: 

1. Director of Finance 

2. Director of Promotions 

To avoid popularity contests, there is a procedure that 

you must fo1low. If you would like to nominate 

11e>meone that you know would like to make a 

tJignificant contribution lo the sport =e love, you 

MUST have that person call up our preindent, Al 

Schof. 

He wiJI then explain the criteria of the pointion 

that iir open. If the potential nominee is willing to 

meet the requirement, of the job, you can then submit 

their name to the Board of Directors_~ They will then 

place that person on the ballot. 

NominationllJ mu.st be received by March 13th to be 

eligible for the election at State Singles. 

You ca.n discover mom about a per.,on In an hour 

of play than In A ~ o/ conve.r.sation. -- Plato 

praie12 

QUALIFICATIONS FOR STATE SINGLES 

To play in the Louisiana. Racquetball Association 

State Singles ChampioashiP3, you must meet the 

following requirements: 

To play in Skill Divisions: 

I. Your membership must be current 

2. You must have played in an LRA 

sanctioned tournament in the last year. 

To play in Age Divisions: 

1. Your membership must be current. 

Note: IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO PLAY IN A 
SANCTIO~"ED EVE1\l°'T TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR 
AGE DIVISIONS! 

CONSOLATION MATCHES WILL BE 
PLAYED AT STATE SINGLES! 

If you lose your first round match, you are entitled to play 

in Consolation ONLY if you sign up immediately after the 

IIlAlch. Failure to aign up for con.aolation immediately 

leaves you auhjed to forfeiture and ~ left out of the 

draw. 

Tired of not seeing tournament entries or the 

newsletter at your club? Make sure we have the 

address of your club correct and they'll get there! 



Here' a letter we received about 18 month's ago. Since this column 

doesn't have any letlel'!. to publish yet, this seems like a good start. It was 

addreued to me when I was the Dir1?ctor of Membel"!hip & Ranking. 

Dear Fritz, 

I am an avid racquetball player and continue to support the LRA & the MRA. 

However, I continue not to receive the ,ervices for my wpport, i.e. I have not 

received a membership card in over two (2) years, nOI' ha~ I received a 

mag.u:ine in over a year. In 1995 1 for which you arc aware, I paid my dUCj 

twice beOluse of d mistake L>y the AARA. 

11 have also stopped playing in tournaments for the following reasons: 

l. the tournaments are allowed to drag out too long. 

: 2. People are itllowed too m.dl time to warm-up. 

:3, Time-out rule.5 are never adhered to or enforced, 

•4. Delity of game/match forfeit rulea are never enforced. 

nrtem 1 is tHually a result of items 2, 3, and 4 

AAA example of this is a.s follows: In an Elmwood tournament last year, my 

fPartner and I were playing A-Doubles. A1 match start time only one of the 

rmemben1 on the other team was at the court to start the match. After five 

rnninutCj passed we inquired about the other te.un member and were 

i1informe.d lilat he went to purchase a new glove. The subject opponent did 

noot return until 45 minutes after the prescribed (already delayed) start match 

titime, then proceeded to warm up for over 7 minutes, Now realize that 

b:iecnuse of other tournament def<tyg, the prescribed sblrt time wa., itlready 

aan hour later than t~ originitl ~ted match start time. We did win the 

mn;alch. However, we had to go direct!)' to our next match scheduled, ;u 

wwinners of the described match. We lost the match, and although I don't ~e 

lltiis .u an excuse, the frustrdtion of the described situation above, coupled 

.with lhe delays and having to cancel other commitments contributed to 

rmaking a. fun ,itua.t.ion mi,.era.ble. 

vwrite the a.hove not as a romplaint, uut .u a recommendation. I c.m tell you 

"TIMny people aha.re my Sftme concern regarding the mani\gement of the 

-ooumaments. Realize, no one want& to win by forfeit. People go to 

_ooumamentJ because they want to play and becune they enjoy the 

""lffightened competition. But I can tell you, if the touma.menta were maMged 

•=rding to the rules, and all µossibk managed to sQy on schedule, many 

:::>eeople would start playing again. Comequentty, thoie playen described 

■b!>ove would either conform with the rules or quit. In clo.ini, anything you 

::aan do to l"C$Olve my ~bc!'!.hip probkms would be greatly appreciated. 

* * * 
.. nn happy to report that this member's problems with the 

.,1embership Yt-"ere sofved satisfadorily Additionally, this 

IE'!tter has been circulated to all tournament directors since 

eceiving it and we're seeing more attention to the rules that 

■rre so necessary to make tournaments flow smoothly. 

Tli6 

ePITOR ~13 

~ The trip to Colorado Springs 1n .January for the USRA 

~ Leadership conference went smoothly. The weather 

was great and the accommodauons at the United 

Stnte Olympic Training Center were more than adequate. Even beuer, the 

food was really good. After the opening remarks by Jim Hiser and a talk 

by Jennifer v\lestbrook about the real risks involved in allowing 

nonmembers on the court during a sanCLJoned tourname-it, the conference 

soared into high gear with our National Membership Director, l<evm Joyce, 
asking the very thought provoking question, "Miy am I here?' I found this 

set the tone for the whole conference, AJI o( che people who are running 

our National organization, the U.S.RA, from Heather fender, the new 

receptionist and customer service rep on up the ladder to Luke St. Onge, 

our Execuuve Director, are exceptJonally pleasant, abundantly knowledge• 

able, and full of energy. rhe three day conference covered an enormous 

a.mount of material, much of which Is going to take me dflother 3 months 

to absorb. To me, tl1e most 11nportant talk was about media relations. It 

came across as the following equation: media puolicity=corporate 

sponsors=tv time=med1a publioty, tf you don't have the corporate 

sponsors, you can't get the tv time which means no media publicity which 

means no corporate sponsors. To break into the chain, someone has to 

take a chance on you. ESPN has done rust thaL If you want to see our 

sport in the Olympics and up there with other sports on TV, you'd better 

oombard ESPN and all of the loc.al media with your leners about how 

much you liked 1t and want to see mcre. The letters REALLY work. In 

addiuon to an abundance of seminars on juniors and dub safety and the 

U.S. Open and a bunch of other thing5, there was a very humorous talk by 
Jim Turner, the pro football kicker of Denver's Ring of Fame, talks by all 

the Industry representatives, Am Pro and referee certificauon and of course 

a very stJmng talk by our Executive Director. And of course, the partJes. 

Unfortunately, I only made one and that was the Saturday night banqueL 

And I only lasted about 15 minutes. The entire time I was there I had high 

altJwde sickness: nausea the whole time, lightheaded, waking up In the 

middle of the night gasping for breath, having to sit down after walking ten 

steps too fast, 11uSebleeds the last two days. You know, all that kind of stuff 

that doesn't make things too pleasanL I took Luke SL Onge aslde the 

night of the banquet and told him that I was sorry but I was going tD have 

to go back to the dorm because of the problem w,th the altitude. He WclS 

very gracious about it and kindly lined up someone ID drive me back. I 

told him that it was a great conference, I learned a lot, the people in the 

orgarnzauon are a great bunch. Then I said 'however, if )OU all want to SEe 

me again, you're going to have to come to the lowlands 'cause I ain't comin' 

bdckl' Thanks tD Al and Pattie Schaf and Joe Shemll, I managed to make 
it out of there. Maybe they could have the next conference in Puerto Rico? 

las Vegas? New Orleans? It was Jit1/ a terrific confetencel 

The Editor 



Renew Your U.S.R..A Competitive License TODAY! 
DO IT THROUGH THE LR.A.* 

You become eligible to compete in all State Tournaments 

ANO 
receive ranking points for every round you play in all sanctioned tournaments. 

You also receive the LR.A. Quarterly newsletter: 11DOWN THE LINEM 

PLUS 
You becoma eligible for over 1200 additional U.S.R.A. tournaments held in the U.S. each year. You' 11 uao 

receive a Member.ship Kit - Persona.l.ized Coapetitive License - CcmpetitionAccident Inaurance - Six issues 

of "Racquetball. Magazine• - All State publicationa and entry foxma - National R.mking Paint.a for Quarterfinua 

or higher finishes in sanctioned play - U.S.R.A. Official Rulebook - Industry, Product and Service Discounts, 

NAME: _________________________________ _ 
LEVEL LRA# --- -

ADDRESS : _________________________________ DATE OF BIRTH ___ _ 

CITY __________________ ...._ _______ STATE ZIP ----

CLUB _____________ HOMB PHONE ( ) _______ WORK PHONE ( 

LRA/USRA MEMBERSHIP - $25. 00 
M.Lil. this form to: Louisian.i. Racquetball Association, 4220 Para4is Lane, Kenner LA 70065 

• By renewing your USAA 10E:rri:>ersh1p throuqh the LAA, your state organization rece1 ves a larger part o( the renewal fee. 

THE LOUISIANA 

RACQUETBALL 

ASSOCIATION 

4220 PARADIS LANE 

KENNER, LA 70065 


