














Quick! Call the Cops!

The 1998 World Police Games will be
held in Dallas, Texas, June 7-12, and will
include a racquetball competition for law
enforcement officers from all venues.
Divisions will be offered for Open,
Intermediate, Novice, Doubles and age-
adjusted 40+ and 50+ competitors.
Eligible law enforcement entrants can
register online at www.the ticket.com,
or contact C.R. D'Alesandro at 214/670-
4419 or 800/624-9752 for an official
entry form. Or write:
C.R. D’Alesandro * Dallas Police
Department, Tactical Division
334 South Hall Street
Dallas, Texas 75224

Top of the Line Ford

I wanted to drop a letter to let you and
the USRA know that | recently had the
pleasure of hosting James Ford in my
home over the weekend when he came
to Cillette to play in a WRA Sanctioned
tournament. What a fine young ambas-
sador for the sport of racquetball we are
all lucky to have in James. It is very appar-
ent that he has taken the sport seriously
and has done whatever it takes to
improve his skills. The level of his play
has dramatically risen from the last time
| was able to see him play. His actions
on and off the court are also to be
commended. His parents and coaches
have done a very fine job of helping
James become a highly competitive
player while remaining a fine young
gentleman off the court. We all - as
racquetball enthusiasts — should take time
with the younger players to encourage
this type of behavior.
Luther D. Martinez
Gillette, Wyoming

Cash Dilemma

| agree with the letter from Sandy Reep
[Jan/Feb]. | played in my first toumament
last year at a cost of $65 for two divi-
sional entries. Thinking | was pretty good,
| worried that | might even be “sand
bagging.” Instead | got beat in both divi-
sions in the first round and | felt cheated.
Cheated in terms that my cost averaged
over $30 a match. | did get a T-shirt and
two meal tickets (I didn’t want). But,

because of both first round losses | didn’t
have to come back the next day and had
a unused meat ticket anyway.

In the non-cash divisions, the entry fee
should be much less than it is. Right now,
it is usually only $5 less than the money
divisions and that doesn’t seem fair (|
didn’t know trophies were that expen-
sive). | also don't feel it's fair that half the
people in the non-money, or any divi-
sions for that matter, are going to pay
$40.00 or more for a couple of games.
A double elimination tournament guar-
antees at least two matches for every-
one, especially for those people who
come to play and not to necessarily win.
| suggest that the “Cash Awards” divi-
sions be single elimination and non-cash
divisions be double elimination.
Howard Wilczynski
Canyon Country, California

Missing Women ...

| recently viewed, on ESPN2, the 1997
Promus Hotels U.S. Open Racquetball
Championship presented by American
Express. | was surprised and disappointed
at the little time given to womens’ play
in the 1-hour program.

Finding that there would be a re-broad-
cast, | sat — believe it or not — with watch
in hand, to time the actual play, includ-
ing replays, to determine the disparity
in coverage given to the men and
women players. Please do not hold me
to the split second. In summary here it
is:

Men’s Events: Min:Sec
Quarters. . .............. 2:20
Semis: Swain/Roberts . . . .. 10:20
Semis: Monchik/Ellis. . .. ... 4:00
Final: Swain/Monchik .. . . .. 15:15

Women's Events:
Final Only: Gould/Paraiso . . . 1:40
Total On-Air playing time: . . . . . . 33:35

Following a commercial break part way
through the program, the camera fades
in to the finals between #1 seed, Michelle
Gould and #3 seed, Jackie Paraiso. The
filming starts with a hard played rally-in-
progress won by Gould. Then, two

consecutive serves by Gould with a rally
winning pass down the right side by
Michelle ending the game. Ending the
match. Ending the total playing cover-
age for the women at the U.S. Open
... one minute and forty seconds!

I'm not a math whiz but when |
converted Michelle and Jackie’s play-
ing time to seconds and divided by the
total seconds of playing time, my calcu-
lator furnished me with the answer ...
a shade under 5%!

As an AmPRO advanced instructor and
observer of the game, | feel it a disser-
vice to the sport and to the women who
play it, that their participation, at all levels,
was not used in covering the event.

| will be sending a copy of this letter to
ESPN in Bristol, Connecticut, hoping it
will generate both dialogue and results
with the producers of made-for-TV
racquetball to achieve a more balanced
format.
Louis R. Dextraze
Colorado Springs, Colorado

I'm a 78 year old man who loves
racquetball and the U.S. Open on ESPN2
was great!! All but one thing! I'm a big
fan of Michelle Gould and the coverage
of this lady [was awful] — yes it was! Her
record and play is good as any man play-
ing the game! Come on guys — let the
women play! | feel they are a big part of
the game, just as we men are!
Donald C. Hayden
Chicago, Illinois

Forehand Improvement

Mike Guidry’s article on the forehand in
the latest issue is the best racquetball arti-
cle I have read. The big pictures, the
explanation of what and WHY!!l were
very good. | have changed my stroke as
a result of this article with very good
results. | am 59 years old , play in tour-
naments and want instruction on strokes
and serves. My objective is to make my
game more consistent and also to
improve my power on the backhand.
Also to improve my drive serves. My lob
serves are good. | know the game but
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XI high

Tucker and Crawford win
Wilson National High School

Championshi, J)s in St. Louis
Oregon's Sprague igh School Wins
National Team Crown

Missouri’s Josh Tucker, repre-
senting Joplin High School,
and current girl’s 16-and-
under national champion
Brooke Crawford of Henley
High School in Oregon won
their first career national
prep singles crowns at the
Wilson 11th U.S. National
High School Championships,
presented by Penn Racquet
Sports on March 6-8, 1998.

As the #2 seed, Tucker
moved through the first four
rounds easily, winning by an
average game margin of 15-2.
The Joplin native downed
Matthew McElhiney 15-11,
15-6 in the quarterfinals and
six-time world junior cham-
pion Jack Huczek 15-11, 15-8
in the semifinals. Tucker then
upset top-seeded Ryan Staten
of Dodge City Kansas, 15-3,
15-13 for the gold medal.

On the girl’s side, a Brooke
Crawford-Sara Borland
matchup was billed early-on
as the match to see. The two
met at the 1997 Junior
Nationals in Baltimore,
where Crawford defeated the
Bettendorf, lowa star for the
girl’s 16-and-under title. And
just as it had been last June,
Borland was the top seed,
ord in the #2 spot. Even the result stayed the
with Crawford winning 13-15, 15-10, 11-6 in the
Crawford also teamed with her little brother, Bart
mixed doubles title.

schools

Under new qualifying procedures instituted this year,
both Crawford and Tucker earned one-year appoint-
ments to the U.S. Junior National team for their wins.

At the close of a nine-year run in St. Louis (from 1990-
98), the event was one of the largest ever, fielding 47
high school teams from 18 states, before moving west
to Portland next year. For the third consecutive yeat, an
Oregon high school came away with the first-place
team trophy. Sprague High School tallied 177 points for
the school’s first prep racquetball title. Henley High
School/Oregon took second with 168, followed by
Heritage Christian High/Alaska in third place with 131
and Riverton High School/Wyoming in fourth with
128. The Beaverton High School/Oregon team dropped
into the #6 spot overall, after capturing the two most
recent team titles in ‘96 and ‘97.

FINAL RESULTS

Boy'’s singles: Josh Tucker (Joplin H.S./Mo.) def. Ryan
Staten (Dodge City H.S./Kan.), 15-3, 15-13

Girl’s singles: Brooke Crawford (Henley H.S./Ore.) def.
Sara Borland (Bettendorf H.S./lowa), 13-15, 15-10,
11-6

Boy’s doubles: Mike Harmon/Larry Peek (Sarasota
H.S./Fla.) def. James Ford/Nick Glenn (Riverton
H.S./Wyo.), 15-0, 15-10

Girl’s doubles: Megan Bals/Kristen Kovar (Piux X
H.S./Neb.) def. Christina Huesling/Jane Rombach
(Nerinx Hall/Mo.), 15-2, 15-11

Mixed doubles: Brooke Crawford/Bart Crawford
(Henley H.S./Ore.) def. Mary Martin/Jon Moore
(Sprague H.S./Ore.), 15-1, 15-4

Overall Team Results

Sprague H.S., Ore. (177)
Henley H.S., Ore. (168)
Heritage Christian High, Alaska (131)
Riverton H.S., Wyo. (128)
Parkway West H.S., Mo. (123)
Beaverton H.S., Ore. (109)
Kirkwood H.S., Mo. (67)
Robert Service H.S., Alaska (56)
Franklin H.S., Ore. (51)

10 Diamond H. S Alaska (38)

11. Principia H.S., Mo. (20)

VRN E PN

Find expanded listings of quarterfinalists & other top
finishers, plus complete team results, online at
http://www.racqmag.com/news98/98hs.htm
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intercollegiates

jmuldaed Hees And Carson Take
-Force National Collegiate

les Titles
outhern Colorado ends BYU'’s

W, DugPing” U.S. collegiate hopefuls from a spot on the
40 . In fact, one did and one didn't ... at the E-Force
[P%JS. National Intercollegiate Championships,
presented by Penn Racquet Sports and held at the City
Square Sports Club, March 25-29, 1998.

It was Christie Van Hees of Okanagan University in
Canada who managed the crucial upset of three-time
defending champ Tammy Brockbank, representing
Lewis-Clark State/Idaho, 15-7, 15-0 to win her first U.S.
National Intercollegiate title. Van Hees, who entered the
tournament as the women'’s #6 seed, became the first
Canadian woman since Crystal Fried in 1986 to win the
U.S. Intercollegiate singles title. Van Hees is also the
reigning Canadian National Singles champion and a
member of the Canadian National Team.

Still, Christie’s road to the finals was anything but
simple. After a strong first-round advance past Weber
State’s Sarah Campbell, 15-3, 15-1, the young Canadian
had to face current U.S. 18-and-under champion
Rhonda Rajsich of Phoenix College, for a slightly closer
win of 15-10, 15-2. Next up was third seeded Vanessa
Tulao of North Carolina, who fell 15-5, 15-3. In the
closest match of Van Hees' title bid, former two-time
U.S. national 18-and-under champ Sadie Gross of the
University of Memphis gave Van Hees all she could
handle in their semifinal tiebreaker. But the second-
seeded Gross couldn’t hold on to an early lead and lost
13-15, 15-5, 11-8.

For the men it was Luis Bustillos, a member of the
Mexican National team, who advanced into the cham-
pionship final, downing Richard Ross of California, Pa.,
10-15, 15-1, 11-7 and Minnesota’s Aaron Greenberg 15-
7, 15-10 in the first and second rounds, respectively.
er dpugh 15-11, 15-11 victory over UC-Riverside’s
Crowther, Bustillos held off a hot-shooting Mark
of the University of Texas, 14-15, 15-6, 11-8 in

the semis up the finale
with Saddleback College
freshman Rocky Carson.

The current boy’s 18-and-
under world champion,
Carson held off Southern
Colorado’s Bustillos 15-11, 8-
15, 11-8 for the champi-
onship. Earlier, Carson had
swept through the first four
rounds without losing a
game, including a 15-10, 15-
10 win over Ohio State’s
David Hamilton - the
bracket’s fourth seed and
eventual third-place finisher.

With his win, Carson earned
a one-year appointment to
the U.S. National Team.
However, since Van Hees is
not an American citizen, no
appointment will be made to
the women’s winner.

After three straight years of
Brigham Young dominance,
Southern Colorado took four
men’s singles titles and all
three of the men's doubles
divisions en route to its first-
ever overall team champi-
onship. The Thunderwolves
tallied 2,465 points, while
secorid place BYU had 2,192.
Florida (1,709), Lewis-Clark
State (1,275) and Memphis
(1,210) rounded out the top
five.

FINALS SINGLES RESULTS

Men’s No. 1: #1 Rocky Carson (Saddleback College)
def. #2 Luis Bustillos (Southern Colorado) 15-11, 8-
15, 11-8

Men’s No. 2: #2 Willie Tilton (Southern Colorado) def.
#1 Erik Ekman(Nichols College) 15-14, 15-7

Men’s No. 3: #1 Andrew Kane (Southern Colorado)
def. #3 Jack Long (Texas) 15-2, 15-4

Men’s No. 4: #1 Samuel Menache (Southern Colorado)
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def. #6 Sonny Harrison (Arizona State) 15-10, 15-6

Men’s No. 5: #1 Christian Guerra (Southern Colorado)
def. #2 Scott Erker (Florida) 15-14, 15-14

Men'’s No. 6: #1 Don Petrella (Florida) def. #2 Merrill
Dibble (BYU) by forfeit

Women's No. 1: #6 Christie Van Hees (Okanagan
University, Canada) def. #1 Tammy Brockbank
(Lewis-Clark State) 15-7, 15-0

Women’s No. 2: #3 Liana Kerwood (Oregon) def. #1
Lisa Hailstone (Missouri) 15-6, 15-4

Women’s No. 3: #2 Kim Blake (BYU) def. #4 Sam
Gibbs (Florida) 15-8, 15-4

Women's No. 4: #2 Nicole Passage (BYU) def. #5 Jen
Vennemen (Missouri) 15-11, 15-4

Wommnen'’s No. 5: #1 Janette Olsen (BYU) def. #3 Kim
Jacklitch (Florida) 15-14, 15-2

Women’s No. 6: #1 Jennifer Birchenough (BYU) def.
#2 Shana Costa (Florida) 15-12, 15-0

FINAL DOUBLES RESULTS

Men’s No. 1: #1 Luis Bustillos/Willie Tilton (Southern
Colorado) def. #6 David Hamilton/Paulos Strike
(Ohio State) 13-15, 15-3, 11-3

Men’s No. 2: #1 Samuel Menache/Christian Guerra
(Southern Colorado) def. Brian Howell/Travis Riddle
(Lewis-Clark State) 15-10, 11-15, 11-8

Men'’s No. 3: #1 Andrew Kane/Mark Makimoto

(Southern Colorado) def. Brian Rigney/Andy
Warner (Arizona State) 15-5, 15-9

Women'’s No. 1: #3 Erin Frost/Liana Kerwood
(Oregon) def. #1 Darla Wenger/Janette Olsen (BYU)
11-15, 15-2, 11-2

Women'’s No. 2: #1 Kim Blake/Valorie Woodbury
(BYU) def. #2 Rosemary Dahlburg/Deirde O’'Donell
(Penn State) 15-5, 12-15, 11-4

Women'’s No. 3: #2 Jennifer Birchenough/Nicole
Passage (BYU) def. #1 Shana Costa/Kim Jacklitch
(Florida) 15-7, 15-2

FINAL TEAM STANDINGS

Overall - 1. Southern Colorado, 2,465; 2. Brigham
Young, 2,192; 3. Florida, 1,709; 4. Lewis-Clark State,
1,275; 5. Memphis, 1,210; 6. Texas, 1,078; 7. Weber
State, 974; 8. Penn State, 895; 9. SW Missouri State, 866;
10. Missouri, 835; 11.-tie Arizona State & Colorado, 820;
13. Oregon, 660; 14. Nichols College, 631; 15. Baldwin-
Wallace, 525.5; 16. Air Force, 451.5; 17. Utah State, 292;
18. North Carolina, 210; 19. Army, 138; 20. Ricks
College, 133; 21. UC-Davis, 122.5; 22. RPl, 70; 23.
Providence, 17; 24. Bryant College, 5.

Find expanded daily reports, listings of quarterfinalists &
other top finishers, plus complete team results, online at
http://www.racqmag.com/news98/98ic2.htm

Collegiate Program Re-Structured!

*Regional Coordinators

RACQUETBALL Magazine

Mexico, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Oregon, South Dakota, Texas, Utah, Washington, Wy

Last year at this time, the USRA Board of Directors mandated the review and re-structuring of the USRA's Collegiate Program. Under
the direction of Associate Executive Director for Programming Jim Hiser, changes to the program this season included a revised qual-
ifying procedure for the annual Collegiate National Championship. The procedure was designed to provide easier access to quali-
fiers — for larger numbers of undergraduates — and resulted in an increase of 18% in the participation numbers for 1998. A
second phase of the program upgrade was the selection of the individuals listed below to serve on the USRA's Intercollegiate Council,
plus the appointment of three regional coordinators to develop grassroots intercollegiate programs. For information about inter-
collegiate activity and opportunities in your area, please contact your closest representative, or go to http://www.usra.org.

USRA Intercollegiate Council Directory [Alpha Listed by State]

Contact .......... College/University. . . ....... City&State . ........ Telephone...................... E-mail
JimHiser.......... USRA Collegiate Program Director . ......... 719-635-5396x30 ........ usraadm@webaccess.net
Del Villanueva . .. .. Berkeley ................ ConcordCA .. ... 952-825-1461 ........ ..o
Norm Struck* ... .. U.S. Air Force Academy . . . Colo.Springs, CO ... 719-596-1315 .. ......... ..o iivenonn...
David Sims. ....... SW Missouri State. .. ..... Springfield, MO ... 417-831-0050 ........... dsims@dialus.com
Pat Bernardo* ... .. Renssalaer Polytechnic . ... .. Albany NY ..... 518-463-1352 ........... Racworld@aol.com
Neil Shapiro. ...... Renssalaer Polytechnic . ... .. Albany NY ..... 5184369522 ....... plmalib@global2000.net
Tim Miller*. . ... .. Baldwin Wallace College . . . .. BereaOH ...... 440-826-2286 . ... ... .. ... i,
RonHuff ......... Ricks College . .. .......... Rexburg D .. ... 208-356-1432........ ... ...,
James Mosley il . . . . University of Tennessee. . . .. Oolteijah TN . . . .. 423-238-5057 . ........... jmosleyL@utk.edu
Larry Liles. ... ..... University of Memphis . . . .. Memphis TN ....901-678-3458 .. LELiles@admin2.Memphis.edu
Dennis Fisher. ... .. Brigham Young University . .. . Provo UT . ... .. 801-378-5301 ....... Dennis_Fisher@byu.edu

East — Pat Bernardo Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New York, New Hampshire,
New Jersey, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Vermont, Virginia, West

Virginia. .
Mid-West — Tim Miller  Alabama, Arkansas, lllinois, Indiana, lowa, Kentucky, Louisiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Missi§sippi, &7 ¢
Missouri, Ohio, Tennessee, Wisconsin.
West — Norm Struck Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Kansas, Montana, Nebraska, Nevad










front of a home crowd with a four game win over #16
Rafael Filippini.

The round of 16 proved little more than a practice
session for the top 8 as they battered lower ranked
competition. #8 Dan Fowler, who has been one of the
tour’s hottest players, destroyed #9 Adam Karp in three
straight including a donut in the third. #4 Andy
Roberts won a tough four game battle over the hot
Mulcock, and Monchik struggled to a four game win
over up-and-coming #15 Doug Eagle. But the highlight
was Swain vs IRT’s living legend, Ruben Gonzalez.
Ruben had the crowd support, but Swain would have
none of the upset talk, and used his serve to keep
Gonzalez off balance throughout their three gamer.

On the tour the quarterfinal round separates the men
from the boys, with great matches and frequent fire-
works. But New Jersey bucked that trend to showcase
just how dominant the top four are: Swain, Monchik,
Ellis, and Roberts swept past seeds 5-8 in three game
matches across the board. The “Big Four” are playing at
a level above the rest of the tour and the New York &
Jersey fans got to see it up close.

The dominance of the higher seeds in each match
continued into the semifinals as Monchik looked like
his old self for one of the first times this season —
running, diving, and smiling his way to a three game
drubbing of Ellis. Swain was up next against Roberts
and was not to be out done by the kid. He served well
right from the start never allowing Roberts in the match
and won in three straight as well.

For almost 18 months on the IRT, Swain vs. Monchik
has been the match to see and fans were rarely, if ever,
disappointed. Only Ellis’ recent breakthrough into
three straight finals had altered the lineup. Here, Swain
and Monchik were back, with a homecourt advantage
and the vocal backing of the sellout crowd in Monchik’s
corner. But Swain silenced the crowd early on with a
devastating serving display, as he took the first game
easily. Monchik came back, as both players showed
their diving and court coverage skills in a 33-minute
game two. But when Swain needed the big points, he
had a little extra to pull out the next two games and
take the title in four. Swain felt the homecourt advan-
oesn’t always work for you “it’s tough to play in
ipmetown. You feel extra pressure to perform in
ily and friends, but Sudsy played well

Piehler Motors Pro-Am

Roberts Rules
Rochester

A new format for an IRT stop
and a new winner for this
season were all part of the
excitement of this year’s Piehler
Motors Pro-Am hosted by
Penfield Racquet & Fitness
Club in Rochester. The IRT
tested a new format which
shortened the event to a
Thursday through Sunday
schedule with the quarterfinals
and semifinals both held on
Saturday.

In one of the deepest draws of
the season the Canadians
provided their share of early
round action. Then #17 Doug
Eagle started out the brutal
round of 32 matches with a
four game win over #16 James
Mulcock, and #24 Tim Doyle, who has struggled all
season to regain his form, beat #9 Adam Karp in three
easy games. Tour newcomer Dan Llacera pushed #5
Jason Mannino to the brink before losing in four games.
Real upsets began when Canada’s Sherman Greenfeld,
who had to qualify, took out #6 Mike Guidry in a
surprisingly easy three games.

The round of 16 settled down a little with all the top
seeds establishing themselves and moving on easily to
the quarters. The sell-out match for the 16’s featured
Greenfeld, fresh off his upset of Guidry, against #12
Louis Vogel.

It was Canada vs. USA as an overflow crowd squeezed
in to see if Greenfeld could move on to the quarters.
The match up featured one of the tour’s hardest hitters
in Vogel, against the ultimate control player in
Greenfeld. Greenfeld took the first two games to the
delight of the Canadians in the crowd but Vogel got his
huge serve warmed up and won the last three games to
move on.

With the quarter- and semifinals on the same day;,
many in the crowd — including the players —
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Like most sports equipment manufacturers, Ashaway
sponsors many players at the amateur level. I made a
special point to meet with “our” racquetball players at
the U.S. Open in Memphis, to hear their concerns, and
to express ours. I also spent time talking with manage-
ment from other corporate sponsors, and with some of
their players as well.

You’d think that sponsorships are a good deal all
around: the player gets free equipment, in exchange for
which the sponsor gets bargain-priced exposure.
Instead, I heard a lot of dissatisfaction on both sides of
the relationship. Players’ comments ran along the
general lines of:

“Sponsors are always trying to get you to sell, sell, sell.
They're only interested in what we can do for them.”

and ...
“These ‘teamn’ meetings are a waste of time. It's all one-way
communication, from the sponsor to the players.”

Surprisingly, I also heard players complain that they are
not given enough information about the products and
the company they are supposed to represent. These
players feel they're treated like low-level employees,
rather than “part of the team.”

From the other side of the table, sponsors’ complaints
included:

“These ‘team’ meetings always turn into gripe sessions for

our players, who don’t want to hear what we've got to say.”
and ...

“All we ever hear from players is ‘what else can I get from

you?’ They don'’t seem interested in the payback side of the

relationship.”

Both sides, it seems, have nearly identical complaints:
the other guy isn't listening, and isn’t holding up their
end of the bargain. With that in mind, let’s step back
and review the foundations of the sponsorship relation-
ship.

jes want to sponsor players who will represent
i positive manner, and who will help them sell

Sponsorship is a Two-Way Street

tions), or indirectly (by
providing visibility).
Specific selection crite- 1
ria differ among manufacturers, but most are lookmg
for players who: reach the semis or finals with a fair
degree of consistency; are responsible and well-spoken;
and are respected by, and influential among, their peers.

From the sponsor’s point of view, the player has three

main responsibilities:

¢ The player should display the sponsor’s logo on equip-
ment, clothing, gear bag, etc.

¢ The player should talk with peers — both friends and
competitors — about the sponsor’s equipment,
always placing it in the most favorable light. The
level of direct selling and persuasion expected may
vary with the sponsor and the individual.

* When given the opportunity (such as, when winning
a tournament), the player should promote the
sponsor to a wider audience. This generally entails
thanking the sponsor publicly (along with the
player’s family, coach, lucky troll doll, and anyone
else who helped them win).

In addition, the sponsor may want the player to use
specific equipment, in order to support the company’s
marketing objectives. This may mean asking the player
to trade up periodically, to provide visibility for a new
product model. It is never in the sponsor’s interest to
give the player less-than-excellent equipment, for it is
by winning that the player best serves the sponsor’s
objectives.

From the player’s point of view, the sponsor should

provide:

¢ The best equipment possible, in sufficient quantities.

¢ Enough technical information about the equipment
to be able to appreciate and explain its benefits
fully.

¢ An opportunity to become a true member of the
sponsor’s promotional “team,” possessing real influ-
ence. The sponsor must be willing to explain
marketing objectives and strategies, and must be
willing to listen carefully to players’ suggestions.
Sponsored players are often a company’s best source
of input when it comes to new product develop-
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News for Professionals in the Business of Racquetball » Special to RACQUETBALL

50 WAYS TO LEAVE YOUR ?7?

... COURTS INTACT!
by Connie Martin

AmPRO Director of Programming

The recent promotion of “Active Racquetball
Programming” in clubs has resulted in more and more
facilities not only leaving their existing courts intact,
but adding new ones!

Industry leaders feel — and clubs with a commitment
to programming know — active racquetball programming
is the primary catalyst in retaining your membership
and maximizing your court investment. It’s taken a
while for clubs to realize that racquetball (just like aero-
bics, fitness, tennis and youth programs), needs leader-
ship to thrive. Each and every successful racquetball
program boasts a leader who can motivate, create,
schedule, retain, and supervise their “department.”

And that’s exactly what active racquetball programming
is ... the simple act of assigning a person to be responsi-
ble for the scheduling of daily, weekly, monthly and
annual activities, programs and instruction on existing
courts. Why? To maintain a high member-retention
rate and enable the department to handle new
members when they join your facility.

But this isn’t a new concept. Imagine going to a club,
asking about aerobics classes and being told: “Well, we
have a room and music but we feel you can exercise on
your own. We have no leaders for the class.” Sure it
sounds ridiculous, but it's a common occurrence where
racquetball is concerned!

A member wants to improve their game ... “Sorry we
don't have an instructional program.” A member wants
to get into a league ... “Sorry we don't have anyone to
set up racquetball programs here.” A new member
wants to learn how to play ... “Sorry we only do lessons
QpeimicTy six months.” A member wants to buy a can

Simply having courts accessible to your membership
will not — and does not — guarantee that existing
members will reserve them or new players will become
interested in them. Racquetball is so much more than
just the court! It's a game that needs to be learned
properly and safely. It's a game that, once learned, can
become a compulsion. And it’s not unusual for some-
one to commit to racquetball for a lifetime.

So, to ‘Leave Your Racquetball Courts Intact’ you need
to actively program. The following “50 ways” are
presented in greater detail in the new AmPRO Program
Manual now available through the USRA Office. The
original ‘Racquetball Workbook 101’ is sold out, but it's
expanded sequel, the ‘AmPRO Racquetball Program
Manual’ is now in print and ready for purchase. Look
for an order form on page 51.

50 Ways to Leave Your ... Courts Intact!

Planning
1. Provide answers for the following three questions ...Where
did we come from?...Where are we now?... Where are we

going?

Evaluate Your Current Program

2. After answering those questions, set up a goal-setting
meeting with all your key players.

3. In that meeting, give yourself a pat on the back for what
you have accomplished to this point, then get down to
business. Discuss what you need to do to improve your
department. Remember, it is one of the profit centers of
your club.

3. In the meeting, discuss the answers to #1, as well as list
everything you already do and what you need to do.

4. From your discussions, concentrate on three major goals
you wish to achieve in the next 12 months.

5 Make sure to write down your goals, and assign specific
p;)eople to set deadlines and develop plans for achieving
them,

6. Put together a racquetball wish list for the next 12
months, so that next!ear you can review and discuss
what you got (eamed) on that list.

Evaluate Your Current Staffing Situation

7. Develop a racquetball director/instructor job description.

8. If you do not have one already, hire a full- or part-time
racquetball director.

9. Develop and implement a policy to keep your service desk
staff informed about racquetball.
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10. Develop and implement a procedure to have staff know
how to play and learn the rules of racquetball.

11. Set up special staff racquetball lessons. Teach them how
to play so they can enjoy the game and pass this excite-
ment on to current — and potential - members.

12. Develop an incentive program for your racquetball direc-
tor/instructor. You may wish to incorporate it into the
original goals.

Set U,
13.

An Annual Calendar
rite down all the programs you currently offer, need to
offer, and want to offer.
14. Develop an annual or seasonal calendar of events and
activities.
15. 3on 't keep it a secret! Post the annual or seasonal calen-
ar.

Set Up A Consistent Cost Study Report

16. Develop consistent record forms to use for all programs.
You can't track progress if you don't know how many

people were in eacn program, how much money was

made, etc.

Develop consistent application forms for all lessons and

activities.

18. Develop a 'To Do’ check off sheet for special events to help
you remember all the details.

19. Develop a program tally sheet by activity for ongoing
evaluation. This way you know ‘where you were and
where you are going'.

17.

Check Out The Competition

20. What are other area clubs doing? Take note!

21. What's happening nationally? Read, and become an
active part of your state and national associations.

22. What are other area fitness competitors doing? Bowling
alleys, the YMCA, tennis facilities, etc.

Advertising & Promotion

23. Develop a Staff Log Book, divided by departments, where

staff can find out about everything that is happening at

the club for members.

Provide a seasonal brochure of racquetball activities and

lessons. Provide to all current members and potential

members. Post on your racquetball bulletin board.

Have your own racquetball bulletin board.

Send out special mailings to the membership promoting

upcoming leagues, tournaments.

Make announcements over the loud speakers 'Free

Introductory Racquetball Lesson in court 3 at 7:00pm, all

members and their guests welcome.

Call call call call call call call call call.

29. Have special racquetball membership promotions.

30. Offer a membership referral program.

31. Give the names of all non-members who participate in
your programs to a membership director for follow-up.

32. Prepare and send out press releases and news releases

33.

24.

25.
26.

27.

28.

often.

Better yourself through continual self education. Become
AmPRO Instructor Certified. Attend the IHRSA National
Convention. Attend the USRA National Singles and
Doubles Championships. Help with an area racquetball
tournament if you do not offer them. Get a degree, take
a motivational course...

Write articles for anything! Your racquetball bulletin board
... your monthly newsletter ... your local paper ... your

34.
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state association newsletter ... RACQUETBALL magazine
... your local school newspaper.

Offer Services to your Racquetball Members

35.
36.

37.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.
50.

Provide a ‘welcome to the club' letter to your new
members.

Set up an orﬁqanizationa/ structure for new members,
including a free introductory lesson and organized weekly
programs to get them playing.

Set up a racquetball directory for all members, including
n;:mes, phone numbers, level of play and when they can
piay.

. Run free weekly introductory lessons to all your members

and friends.

. Run free weekly round robin play (guaranteed to have

someone to play).

. Provide a 'l need someone to play' service.

. Run monthly mini-clinics for all levels of play.

. Provide challenge court play.

. Provide a racquetball rules sheet complete with club poli-

cies.

. Run ongoing programs (weekly, monthly, annually) for all

your members, guests and non-members, including:

® competitive programs (leagues, travelling league, chal-
lenges, tournaments)

e social programs (mixers, theme events)

¢ annual 'racquetball membership meeting'

* manufacturers racguetball nights

* commitment based programs

e appreciation based programs

Offer ongoing instruction (weekly, monthly, annually)

o if your racquetball director does not teach - hire an
instructor

o certify your racquetball director through AmPRO

¢ include group and private lessons for all levels of play

¢ clinics and court work dnll classes

o specialty clinics for kids, adults, families, seniors

* lesson/league programs for outside groups

Set up programs for specialty groups

¢ a junior racquetball program

¢ racquetball as an activity in your seasonal junior sports
programs and summer camps.

o classes for local PE classes at grade, middle, high school,
community colleges

¢ set up a sensational seniors pla

o offer families "how to learn an ﬁlay together"

o offer couples "how to play together”

¢ offer a parent-child tournament

o offer racquetball as an event during special family nights
® host teams (and coaches) for the High School
Racquetball League

Carry a selection of equipment for players

® have a special order system for other products

o offer a racquet demo program

o offer a stringing service

Constantly evaluate and re-evaluate your current racquet-
ball program

Keep the courts clean, lights bright and floors dusted.
Purchase the USRA Racquetball Program Manuall See
page 51 for an order form!

For more information about AmPRO, includi
clinic schedules and program ideas, pleagé g
Michelle Gould at 208/36




Racquetball and the Olympics
An Update by Luke St. Onge

Heard time and again — "Why isn't racquetball in the
Olympic Games when sports like ‘Ballroom Dancing' and
‘Billiards' are?” Well, the facts are that neither ‘Ballroom
Dancing' (now called ‘Sport Dancing’) or ‘Billiards' (popu-
larly known as ‘pool’) are in the Olympics, regardless of
what you hear or read.

The Intemational Olympic Committee, which is the inter-
national controlling body for the Olympic Games has
two separate categories for sports. Sports which are
on the program of the Summer and Winter Olympic
Games and sports which the I0C has determined as
‘recognized.' I0C ‘recognized sports' mean only that,
and the term has no real bearing on whether a sport
will ever be on the Olympic Program.

A sport is accepted on the Olympic Program if it meets
the minimum requirements of the program contained
in the Olympic Charter. Some basic requirements are
that a sport be widely practiced in 75 countries on five
continents; be available to men and women; conduct
world championships, and many other points of consid-
eration. For example, all Winter Games sports must
be conducted on ice or snow. Once all these criteria are
met — and they are extensive - the sport must be
accepted by the next Olympic Organizing Committee
and voted in by the IOC members.

The current climate for new sports being admitted is
that they will definitely be ‘few and far between.' By far
the greatest problem the 10C faces is ‘gigantism.' The
Olympic Games have become so large that they have
become unmanageable for all but a small number of
highly developed countries which face over two billion
dollars in expenditures just to host them.

In addition to this challenge, the I0C must deal with the
very real problem of give-and-take. For a new sport to
be added, it must replace an existing sport or discipline
- and extremely difficult task given the political atmos-
phere that exists within the IOC. In addition, sports
already on the program have the inside track for adding
disciplines (beach volleyball is part of Volleyball, moun-
tain biking is part of Cycling, snowboarding is part of
skiing), which further restricts the opportunity for new
sports.

Lastly, there is a very real political process which must
be undertaken after a sport meets all the requirements.
The "Olympic-hopeful" must mount a formal election
campaign, traveling to over 100 countries and devel-
oping very close working relationships with 10C
members, staffers and entire organizing committees.

How much cash and personnel resources are needed to
accomplish this task? It's speculated that a minimum 10-
year commitment by the sport's Intemational Federation
and over a four million dollar expenditure will just barely
meet the requirements for a favorable vote. Even then,
the chances remain at 50-50.

OK, knowing all this, how does racquetball stack up
against these requirements? Well, not too bad, actually.
The International Racquetball Federation currently has
91 member countries on five continents. It's open to
men and women, and the IRF will host its 9th World
Championships in july. Plus, racquetball is currently a
full medal sport in the following 10C approved conti-
nental games:

South American Games

Boliviano Games

Central American Games

Central American Caribbean Games

South Pacific Games

Pan American Games (second only to the Olympic
Games in prestige)

World Games (of which racquetball is a charter
member)

The Intemational Federation has accomplished all this
in a 14-year period on less than a $10,000 annual
budget. On the home front, there is little interest on the
part of the racquetball manufacturers to support this
complex effort — at least until the U.S. market has been
stabilized and the overall growth of the sport is on a
systematic upswing.

The big picture? The Intemational Racquetball Federation
continues to make strides and see progress within the
Olympic family, against tremendous odds, and it will
never lose faith in its ultimate goal of being added to
the Olympic Program. Racquetball's Olympic destiny
continues to be "not IF ... just WHEN?"

Ektelon IRF 1X World Championships
Up For Grabs?

Experts suggest the possibility of major upsets in the
IX World Championships slated for Cochabamba, Bolivia,
July 8 - 18, 1998. Will Canada repeat as the men’s team
champions, or go all the way to take the overall World
Championship for the first time ever? Will Argentina
break through and win a gold medal in men’s doubles?
Will Mexico finally put it all together and break into the
coveted second place team position? And what about
Venezuela’s chances with Fabian Balmori heading up
the team? Where do the Japanese and the Irish fit into
the equation?
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Here’s the line on the Worlds ...

USA — the team championship will rest
with the men’s squad that qualifies in
Houston (the top three), with even
odds on the U.S. recapturing the
men’s team title from the Canadians.
The U.S. women's team is very strong
and deep in talent and should repeat
their top finish. The overall team
competition will depend solely on the
performance of the men. Individually,
the U.S. is favored to win four out of
six available gold medals.

Canada — the men’s team holds even
odds to repeat as world champions
and a much improved women’s team
will challenge the U.S. women'’s team
for the first time. This is Canada’s best
chance to win the World Cup. In indi-
vidual play, the Canadians could win
three out of six gold medals available.

Mexico — will be bringing a much
improved team to Bolivia. Will chal-
lenge the Canadians on an even basis
in the men’s division. The Mexican
women’s team continues to improve
and will finish third.

Japan — once again an unknown factor,
but promises to be strong, especially
in the women'’s team event.

Argentina — has reached parity with
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the Mexican and Japanese men’s
teams. Look for the Argentine men’s
team to upset either of those rivals and
move into the top three or four.

Ireland — will bring a strong men’s team
who should finish in the top 10. The
women’s team is an unknown, but
continues to dominate play in Europe.

Bolivia— at home Bolivia will be tough.
Under Coach Jeff Leon the Bolivian
teams, which have always reached the
top ten, will become the spoilers of
the Worlds. Have an excellent chance
to break into the top five and maybe
finish as high as fourth overall.

Venezuela — led by Fabian Balmori,
who plays both singles and doubles,
Venezuela will stay in the top ten,
possibly moving up into the top five.
How well Balmori plays will dictate
how well Venezuela finishes.

Colombia — probably the event “sleep-
ers.” If Colombia sends its best in both
men and women’s teams, they will do
extremely well with a possible top-five
finish.

Germany — always strong, but is
currently in a developmental stage.
Should finish in the top 10 overall.

Puerto Rico — has the talent to be spoil-
ers and finish in the top 10. It all

CANADIAN LISA KERR EARNS
NATIONAL ACCLAIM

Lisa Kerr, a member of Racquetball
Canada’s Junior National Team, was
awarded the 1997 Canadian Junior
Female Athlete of the Year award at the
25th Annual Spirit of Sport Awards
Banquet in Toronto on March 25.

Currently attending the University of
Southern Colorado, the 17-year oid Kerr
has been piaying racquetball for ten years
and recently captured both the girls 16-
and-under and 18-and-under titles at the
World junior Championships this past
December. Those victories mark the
fourth and fifth World Junior
Championship titles for Kerr and only
the second time that a Canadian has
won the Girl's 18 and under singlles title.
No athlete, male or female, has ever won
both of these events in the same year.

depends on the team that they send.
Australia — should finish in the men’s
top six.

Teams to watch — Dominican Republic,
Costa Rica, Guatemala, Honduras, Chile,
Uruguay, Austria, Korea.

Other teams competing — Brazil,
Ecuador, Peru, Belgium, Netherlands,
Spain, Great Britain, Israel, Italy, Sweden,
Switzerland, France, Guam, Vietnam,
Nigeria, Tonga.

Interested in being part of racquetball
history? Come cheer on your home
country!

For travel, Contact GITANO Tours:
Phone/fax 591-42-35-900

(if available, use handset on fax,
display may show 591-42-71202, but
confirmation should show 42-35-900)
e-mail - GITANOCBB@bo.net

For lodging, Hotel Portales:

Av. Pando No. 1271

Cochabamba, BOLIVIA

Telephone — 591-42-85444; 85445;
85446; 85447; 85448

Fax — 591-42-42071

As one of the finalists for the award, Lisa
had the opportunity to meet current
Olympians Elvis Stoyko, Catriona LeMay
Doan and Grant Connell. Former
Olympian swimmer, Elaine Tanner,
presented the award to Kerr. The other
two finalists were Allison Farsyth
(Nanaimo, B.C.) for alpine skiing and
Valerie Hould-Marchand (Calgary,
Alberta) for synchronized swimming.

“It's great to receive such positive
acknowledgment for my accomplish-
ment,” Kerr said. “Playing racquetball
represents an inner challenge and desire,
which is satisfied only by training and
playing to the fullest of my potential.
While gold medals and awards are not
the ultimate of my goals, it is great to
help racquetball receive the attention
it deserves, and in particular to progffite
female athletic development.”




by Mike Mesecke

The 17th playing of the German Open,
one of the most popular tournaments
in Europe, was held in Hamburg on
March 6-8, 1998. With Germany’s best
players (but without German National
Champion Trevor Hayter) this event had
great games and it brought people from
different countries together again.

The 1997 German Open Champion,
Achim Loof, defended his title against
Bernd DeForge, both from Hamburg,
Germany. Loof also took over the # 1 in
the German ranking from Germany’s
National Champion Trevor Hayter, who
was not able to play in this tournament.
“I missed him a lot. He is always a great
bonus for such an event. The fans just
like him,” said toumament director Mike
Mesecke, who was very happy that
people from the USA, France and other
German cities were able to attend on
this weekend. “We might have to sched-
ule the next German Open for April
1999 since there are too many tourna-
ments going in March and a lot of good
players got too tired after the stressful
season.”

European Seniors Champion Bernd
DeForge also won the 1998 German
Open Seniors title. “This might be one
of my best sesons ever,” he said. DeForge
won against National team member
Marc Scheffler.

In the Juniors divisons, the two German
National Champions Gun Choi and Jan
Jensen won their first German Open titles
in the Boys U14 and Boys U10. Jennifer
Dach won her first title ever in the Girls
U10 division.

FINAL RESULTS — Men’s Open: Achim Loof
def. Bernd Droege 2:0; 3rd place: Marc
Scheffler-Jason Linnel 2:0. Men’s B: Mike
Mesecke def. Thomas Gennrich 15:7/15:13;
3rd place: Joerg Ludwig def. Steffen
Schroeder 15:5/6:15/11:7. Men’s C: Thomas
Gennrich def. Markus Mindnich 2:0, 3rd
place: Herrman Bachmaier def. Timo Zeuch
15:7/4:15/11:5. Women’s Open: Yvonne
Kortes def. Melanie Voigt 15:5/15:2. Doubles
Open: Achim Loof/Andre Schimpf def.
Dieter Stengl/Marc Scheffler 15:13/15:9, 3rd

clioern Jensen/joerg Ludwig-Martin
] omas Gennrich 75:11/12:15/11:8.
0: Jan Jensen-Maximilian Florian
2.3rd place: Jennifer Dach-Tobias

Schunke 6:15/15:8/11:5. Boys U14: Gun
Choi def. Ame Schmitz 15:11/14:15/11:10,
3rd place: Sahin Acar-Melanie Voigt
15:9/15:2. Girls U10: Jennifer Dach def. Lara
Ludwig 15:9/15:2; 3rd place: Jennifer Voigt
def. Cindy Zimmermann 15:0/15:0.

USAF in Europe

Reported by Joseph Villarreal

The first United States Air Forces in
Europe Command Racquetball
Tournament in four years was held at
Spangdahlem AB, Germany, 27-29
March 1998. The tournament was one
of the biggest successes for the Armed
Forces in the past few years, and the
tournament staff outdid themselves in
true dedication and professionalism.
Participants commented on the excel-
lent management of courts and players,
which allowed a flawless flow of 45 play-
ers in four divisions through four racquet-
ball courts. The hospitality shown by the
Fitness Staff was unmatched, and
personal kudos were extended to MSgt
Becker, SSgt Panoski, and the entire
Fitness Staff for going that extra distance
to make us feel comfortable.

Several military players from many coun-
tries throughout Europe were in atten-
dance, including players from Turkey,
Italy, the United Kingdom and Germany.
Some of the players were “regulars” like
Joseph Villarreal, Mike Bowers, Ynez
Slaymaker, Chris Smail, Craig Rife, Dan
Barbeau, Nate Andree, John Surovy, and
many more.

For the newcomers, there was an impres-
sive display of talent, which definitely
started with Team Wilson’s Trevor Smith
and Ryan Percevalle, who each displayed
equal amounts of power and finesse.
These two will be forces to be reckoned
with in the coming year for European
Racquetball. Other newcomers included,
Kyle Martin (ltaly), Scott Barnes (ltaly),
Michael Norwood (Turkey), and Eric
Curtis (Germany).

FINAL RESULTS - Women’s Open:
Champion - Ynez Slaymaker (SMSgt),
Ramstein; 2. Michelle Brittingham (SSgt),
Spangdahlem. Men’s Open: Champion - Dan
Barbeau (SMSgt), Spangdahlem; 2. Mike
Bowers (DOD Civ), Kaiserslautern; 3. Joseph
Vigarreal (Tsgt), RR?fm(steisr&)Men’schjeﬂliors:
Champion - Craig Rife (MSgt), Spangdahlem;
2. Chr’i)s Small (C'gapt.), Ramsteirﬁ’;aI 3. Michael
Norwood (MSgt), Incirlik. Men’s Masters:

Champion - Donnie Crowe (Civ.), Darmstadt;
2. Ron Ruiz (DOD Civ.), Sembach; 3. Mr.
Jerome Wells (Civ), Cologne; Open Doubles:
Champions - Joseph Villarreal (Ramstein) And
Chris Small (Ramstein); 2. Scott Barnes (Ghedi
Italy) and Kyle Martin (Livomo ltaly); 3. Trevor
Smith (Mildenhall, England) and Ryan
Percevalle (Lakenheath, England).

Hanau Open: March 21-22

FINAL RESULTS — Men’s Open A: 1. Mike
Bowers (Kaiserslautem); 2. Martin Klippel
(Hamburg); 3. Mike Mesecke (Hamburg).
Ogen B: 1. Herbert Taitingfong (Ramstein
ABY); 2. Jerry Buchanan (Darmstadt); 3. Peter
Rakowski (Hamburg). C Novice: 1. Yvonne
Kortes (Bad Tolz); 2. Markus Mindnich
(Mainz); 3. William Coe (Hanau); 4. Ame
Schmitz (Hamburg). Seniors: 1. Rico Southee
(Ramstein AB); 2. Bjorn Jensen (Hamburg);
3. Jorg Ludwig (Hamburg). Women’s Open:
1. Ynez Slaymaker (Ramstein AB); 2. Elke
Esquibel (Schweinfurt); 3. Judy LeFlore
(Mannheim).

United Nations Namesake!

On behalf of the International
Racquetball Federation, Gary Mazaroff
of Albuquerque, New Mexico recently
wrote to Ambassador Bill Richardson to
seek his support for “United Nations
Racquetball.” In part, his letter read:

International Racquetball is in a similar
position to that faced by international
basketball thirty years ago. Most of the
coaches, trainers, and clinicians are from
the United States. They are frequently
summoned to five continents in order to
spread the values of the sport of racquet-
ball. We have programs in place which will
soon produce instructional and coaching
leaders within these developing countries.

In the scheme of things, our mission seems
light-years removed from Middle Eastern
co-existence and other daily concerns.
Nevertheless, we promote health and
fitness for a worldwide audience, and an
opportunity for conflict resolution within
the sporting arena. In our own way, we
can effectively do what you are trying to
accomplish. Some of our athletes reside
and have resided in New Mexico. As a long
standing U.S. Representative from the Third
District in New Mexico, you can appreci-
ate the importance of bringing diverse
cultures together for a common goal in
a non threatening environment. Sport,
especially racquetball, is our avenue! We
intend to be successful!
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forced to forfeit, due to injury, in the finals of the 11th
Tournament of the Americas in March of 1997. Later in
the year, with teammate Cheryl Gudinas, Gould
finished in the final eight of the women’s open division
at national doubles.

Mitt Layton ruled the nation in men'’s 45-and-over play
in 1997, winning the age division singles crown at the
Ektelon U.S. National Singles Championships in May
and then again at the Promus Hotels U.S. OPEN
Championships in November. Layton also took second
and third place in the 40+ division at the Singles and
OPEN events, respectively.

Debbie Tisinger earned her fifth consecutive World
Senior Championships 35+ title this past season, along
with 30+ and 35+ crowns at the Promus Hotels U.S.
OPEN Championships. Tisinger also won the gold
medal in 35+ and a silver in 30+ at the Ektelon U.S.
National Singles Championships. At the Ektelon U.S.
National Doubles, the 40-year old captured two more
silver medals - in the 30+ and 35+ divisions.

Women’s Senior/Masters Racquetball
National Championships

January 30-February 1, 1998
By Sue DiPiano and Merijean Kelley

Just imagine 113 women from across the continent, all
over the age of 35, descending on L.A. for a national
tournament to play racquetball — just for fun!! No big
prize money, no huge trophies, no media attention ...
so what!! Women from as far as Alaska and
Vancouver, Canada to New York and Florida — and all
points in between — competed in the 9th Annual
National Women'’s Senior/Master Nationals held at the
Spectrum Club in Canoga Park, California the last
weekend of January. Forty-two of the entrants were
from California and the 35’s had the largest number of
participants, with 29.

With the luxury of a 20-court facility to host the event,
tournament director, Debra Tisinger and her very
competent staff were well organized in getting over 400
matches off to a prompt start on Friday. The three day
event offered round robin play for age groups, and due
to the size of the draw, most divisions were divided into
flights. The top two finishers in each flight (based on
total points) earned a quarterfinal spot in the single-
elimination title playoffs. In divisions with fewer than
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four flights, wild cards holding the next highest point
totals rounded out the top eight.

Friday was the day to get “back in the groove” after
catching up on a year’s worth of each others’ lives. Late
that afternoon an overflow crowd of appreciative play-
ers enjoyed a clinic with Lynn Adams who instructed,
demoed, entertained, and lingered until she had
answered every last question.

Throughout the weekend, instead of hearing names
like Gould and Paraiso, there were bits of conversation
about Hall of Famer Jo Kenyon ... “how’s she holding
up?” “where are Vickie Luque and Liz Lyon this year?”
“It’s too bad Mary Low got snowed in, she has never
missed this one,” “Debbie is doing a fantastic job of
running the tournament, not to mention an awesome
job on the court” and “wasn’t that a great clinic by
Lynn Adams?” We'll never forget Lynn’s “prophetic
dream” stories she told at the banquet on Saturday.

The tournament is such a wonderful experience for
seniors because it is all about fun. All games are self-
officiated and winning takes on a new meaning. It's all
about points, perseverance and a never say die attitude
— not just winning games but getting as many points
as possible against even superior opponents. As Nancy
Kronenfeld says “with a little luck, you can still make
the playoffs even if you get a donut or two in your
flight.”

The sportsmanship and good play continued through
Saturday. The multi-flight brackets completed their
round robin play as well as the lead-off quarterfinal
round of the playoffs. That evening everyone gathered
at the Marriott for cocktails and dinner. The cama-
raderie was interrupted briefly for recognition of all
playoff participants, semifinalists, age group winners of
60 and above, and a round of applause for all the
sponsors, the management and staff of the Spectrum
Club, the tournament desk staff and of course the tour-
nament director. Lynn Adams also shared a couple of
anecdotes and a few words of inspiration and received
a well-deserved standing ovation.

Some notable victories: In the 35’s Kim Machiran
knocked of last year’s winner Debra Tisinger in a hard-
fought battle 9, (10) and 3. In the 50’s Mary Lou Furaus
captured first place in her first time out in this to
ment. New champions were crowned in the 40’s (.
Moore), 45's (Judy Sands), and 70’s (Dorothy
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TOURNAMENT HEADQUARTERS: - -
SHERATON UPTOWN ALBUQUERQUE ;‘ "a,,
2600 Louisiana Bivd, NE Y S M
Albuguerque, NM 87110 4,\). “,b
Room Rate - $79.00 per room. ¥

Contact THE SHERATON directly for reservations at
1-800-252-7772 (PHONE) or 505-881-3736 (FAX).
RESERVATIONS MUST BE MADE 21 DAYS PRIOR TO
ARRIVAL DATE.

CLUB VENUES:

Tom Young's Athletic Club, 2250 Wyoming Blivd. NE
Albuquerque, NM 87112

Midtown Sports & Wellness, 4100 Prospect Ave. NE
Albuguergue, NM 87110

Kitland Air Force Base East Gym, Texas and G
Streets, Albuquerque, NM

SANCTIONING; |RF (International Racquetball
Federation), USRA (United States Racquetball
Association), NMRA (New Mexico Racquetball
Association)

MEMBERSHIP: Players must present proof of
current membership with their respective
International Racquetball Association; otherwise,
a current USRA competitive license (520.00 for 12
mon]ths) is required for participation in this tourna-
ment.

- RULES & FORMAT: IRF Official Rules will govern
competition unless otherwise specified. Round-
robin format for qualifying rounds Tuesday through
Friday. Matches consist of 3 games to 11 points.
Matches are self-officiated. One tourney point
earned for each game point scored, 3 points
earned for each game won, and 7 points earned
for each match won. At a minimum, the top 8
qualifiers within each age group earn berths in the
Saturday Championship Medal Rounds. Flight
winners are guaranteed a berth. Saturday playoff
matches consist of 2 out of 3 games to 11 points
with finals 2 out of 3 games to 15 and an 11-point
tiebreaker (single elimination). No consolation
matches will be scheduled.

Use of protective lensed eyewear tested to ASTM
F803 or CSA impact standards is mandatory.

EVENT DIRECTOR: Gary Mazaroff, 505/266-8960

ENTRY FEES & DFADLINE: $110.00 per player,
$170.00 total for Husband/Wife team. $45.00 per
non-playing spectator (includes meals and
banquet). All registration forms and fees must be
received at the WSRC office no later than AUGUST
1, 1998, Enter early to guarantee a space. Entries
are limited 10 the first 400. MO REFUNDS AFTER
AUGUST 1, 1998. Make checks payable to: World
Senior Racquetball Championships (WSRC). $5.00
processing fee for VISA/Mastercard.

REGISTRATION & CHECK-IN: ALL PLAYERS MUST
CHECK IN AT REGISTRATION PRIOR TO PLAYING
THEIR FIRST SCHEDULED MATCH. REGISTRATION on
MONDAY, AUGUST 31, 2:00 PM TO 7:00 PM at The
Sheraton. Tournament play begins TUESDAY,
September 1, at 7.00 AM, First match time informa-
tion will be available at registration. Late registra-
tion TUESDAY - 8:00 AM to 2:00 PM af Tom Young's.

ENTRY FORM. PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION LEGIBLY.

FIRST NAME
LAST NAME
ADDRESS
cmy STATE 2P
COUNTRY
HOME PHONE (___) WORK PHONE (___)
GENDER (CIRCLE ONE) MALE FEMALE
AGE AS OF 9/1/98 DATE OF BIRTH

CHECK ONE EVENT PER PARTICIPANT
WOMEN’S DIVISIONS WHEELCHAIR DIVISION
Q 35+ Q MEN/WOMEN 35+
Q40+ MEN'S DIVISIONS
Q45+ O 35+
Q 50+ Q 40+
Q S5+ Q 45+
Q 60+ O 50+
O 65+ Q 55+
Q 70+ Q 60+
Q 75+ Q 65+
O 8o+ Q 70+
Q s 3% ,'ﬂrqﬁ
PLAYER LEVEL Q 80+ e”n
O Advanced (Open, AA) QO 85+
QO High Intermediate (A, B)
Q Low Intermediate (C, D) STATE RANKING:
O Novice REGIONAL RANKING:

NATIONAL RANKING:

NO ENTRIES ACCEPTED WITHOUT FEE. FEE ENCLOSFD:
Q Individual Player - $110.00 Q Husband/Wife Players - $170.00
Q Non-Player Spectator(s) - $45.00 each (Enter Name(s) Below )

Please Check Method of Payment. U.S. CURRENCY ONLY.
Add $5.00 processing fee for VISA or MASTERCARD.
Q Check O Money Order QBank Draft [ VISA

Credit Card# Exp. Date

ALL ENTRIES ARE FINAL NO REFUNDS AFTER AUGUST 1, 1998.

WAIVER: /n consideration of my parficipation in the Word Senior
Racquetball Champrionships, | hereby, for myself my heirs, executors
and administrators, waive and release arny and all rights and claims
for damages / may have against the World Senior Racquetball
Charnpionships Council Tom Young's Athletic Club, Midftown Sporfs &
Wellness,  Kirfland Air Force Base Infemational Racquerball
Federafion United Srates Racquetball Association, New Mexico
Rocquerball Association, and rtheir respective agents, represenia-
Tives successors and assigns for any and ol injuries or damage.
whether caused by negligence of the above or otherwise.,

(Original Signed Waiver Required For Parficipation.)

amMC

PARTICIPANT SIGNATURE & DATE

MA/L COMPLETED ENTRY FORM & FEESTO:
WORLD SENIOR RACQUETBALL 5oL
CHAMPIONSHIPS

P.O. BOX 30188
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87190

ENTRY DEADLINE: August 1, 1998













































