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For entrepreneurs, making “money moves” is always on trend. More notably, the young
adults of this generation have a reputation for being more creative and inventive in finding
solutions to problems, outlets for ideas, and means by acquiring capital. Today’s 18 to
25-year-olds are perceptually aware of the ever-changing state of society as a whole, and
therefore the approach to generating success and “making bank” must adapt accordingly.
They’ve illuminated the paths to financial freedom and prosperity more than ever before.

It’s said by many business and finance gurus that to become wealthy, one must possess
multiple streams of income. With an (ironically) marketable name, and a repertoire to match,
Elijah Banks has used his innovation, judgement, and business-savvy techniques to expand his
portfolio and generate a substantial amount of wealth. At just 24-years-old, Banks owns and
operates four separate businesses, with a total combined profit of over $602,000. As a perfect
embodiment of the trending hashtag “#WeAreBlackMen,” Banks and his success are exactly the
kind of inspiration needed in our current society. But like with all things rewarding, there’s likely a
series of trials and tribulations one must endure.
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Originally from Chattanooga, Tennessee, Banks and his family eventually moved to Nashville
where he and his brother were raised. He detailed his childhood and some of the financial
challenges they faced being raised by a single mother. Banks said, “Growing up, we weren’t
able to ask for anything we wanted because we understood our financial situation. There were
times my mom would cry on Christmas because she felt like she couldn’t afford much for us.”
He explained that he missed out on plenty of things, but being in that predicament taught him
how to hustle at a young age. To get the things he wanted, he would have to be more creative.
Banks lightheartedly said, “At 12-years-old, I was charging people for graphics that I would
design on a jailbroken Photoshop app receiving PayPal funds for payment.” Knowing that fear
and feeling of living paycheck-to-paycheck was a motivating factor in his strive for greater
things. After graduating from Antioch High School, Banks took the initial mindset and ambition
he learned as a child, refined it with new knowledge, and ventured to Rocky Top to attend The
University of Tennessee.

Throughout the span of his Knoxville residency, Banks has completed over 95 credit hours at
UTK. All the while building and sustaining multiple different businesses. Despite the absence of
graduating, Banks fused his natural talent with the skills he learned over the years, to aid in the
flourishing and multiplying of his companies.

Banks currently owns and operates two out of the four companies independently:
•The Bank Talk - Financial Education.
•Elijah Banks Designs - Graphic Design.

The other two companies he runs alongside business partners.
•Bully Boys Sports - Fantasy Sports Consulting, with partner Keldrion Vann, 25.
•The Plyrs Club - Entertainment & Event Group, with partner Shontoia Blackburn, 23.

In less than six years, Banks and his associates used a combination of their intellect,
tenacity, and resourcefulness to implement their ideas into profitable assets. The culmination of
their business endeavors has presently generated over half a million dollars.

Time management skills are an essential asset when running one business to this scale, let
alone multiple. Banks said, “Time management is the hardest of it all. I don’t even really
manage, more like make do. My businesses require me to be very hands on, so it doesn’t leave
much time for anything else.” But it’s not all difficult times. Banks’ exposure and profits have
given him the ability to travel for both leisure and business interests. This has also connected
him with influential people and allowed him to reap the benefits of his hard work. Banks said,
“Traveling has definitely put me in contact with some great people, Especially in Vegas. Playing
at the high roller tables and conversing with men and women that are more successful than I am
is definitely something I take advantage of.”
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With such tangible and influential success thus far, a question is posed: Who inspires the
inspired? When asked this question, Banks responded, “Gary Vee, was one of the first people
that influenced me to do things the way I do them today. I always thought that as a
business-owner I’d have to assimilate to certain ways of business or censor how I do things.” He
continued, “It didn’t feel genuine and I believe being genuine is the most important part of
business. Gary Vee showed me I can talk, move, and dress how I’d like and still be able to be
respected as a business-man.” With individuality and uniqueness becoming more of a social
norm, audiences and markets are more receptive to divergent and striking business strategies.

The companies of Elijah Banks are a reflection of his own individuality and unique interests
and business strategies. The immense support and profits accumulated through his pursuits are
clear indications of his relatable nature and ability to inspire others. Banks said, “My advice to
young black men is don’t feel like you have to be somebody else. You can do it your way and
how you want to. It’s harder for us by default, but most hated usually means most feared. So
use what you can to your advantage as strength.”



As the saying goes, “money doesn’t grow on trees,” …and businesses don’t build
themselves overnight. This insight is as true as it is a cliché. To produce anything of substance,
one must be able to distinguish the difference between just a passing thought and a good idea.
A good idea needs to be nurtured. It needs the time to grow and evolve into the potential that
was seen in its initial vision. Elijah Banks has demonstrated what it takes to see an idea to
fruition and successfully achieve one’s goals through determination and persistence.

Banks said, “My last piece of advice is to just go for it. Procrastination is the real dream
killer.”
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