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What is the WHS?

Developed by The R&A and USGA in collaboration with existing handicap 
îƭƥĺūƑĿƥĿĚƙȡ�ƥĺĚ�ċĚŠĚǛƥ�ūĲ�ƥĺĚ�ØO¬�ūǄĚƑ�ƥĺĚ�ČƭƑƑĚŠƥ�ƙǋƙƥĚŞ�Ŀƙ�Ŀƥ�ČūŞċĿŠĚƙ�ƥĺĚ�¤ƭŕĚƙ�
ūĲ�OîŠēĿČîƎƎĿŠĳ�îŠē�ƥĺĚ� ūƭƑƙĚ�¤îƥĿŠĳ�¬ǋƙƥĚŞȦ�

~Š�ƥĺĚ�ŠĚǊƥ�ƎîĳĚ�ǋūƭ�ǅĿŕŕ�ǛŠē�î�ƙĚƥ�ūĲ�ǄîŕƭîċŕĚ�ƑĚƙūƭƑČĚƙ�ƥĺîƥ�îƑĚ�îǄîĿŕîċŕĚ�ƥū�ēūǅŠŕūîē�îŠē�ĺĚŕƎ�ĚēƭČîƥĚ�ǋūƭƑ�ŞĚŞċĚƑƙ�ūŠ�ƥĺĚ�ØO¬

What is the new World Handicap System?

The new World Handicap System (WHS) is designed to:

The key timings to be aware of in the build up to the new system going live are  
as follows:

• Attract more players to the game 
• Make handicapping easier to understand
• Give all golfers a Handicap Index that can be transferable from club  

to club

• 14th July 2020:�ØO¬�¹ūūŕŒĿƥ�ǧȦǦ�ĲƑūŞ�/ŠĳŕîŠē�HūŕĲ�Ŀƙ�ŞîēĚ�îǄîĿŕîċŕĚ�ƥū�îŕŕ�
golf clubs in England 

• 15th July 2020: England Golf launches ‘Know the Score’ WHS campaign
• 2nd November 2020: WHS adopted at all golf clubs across England 

IMPORTANT
WHS comes into play on 2nd 

November 2020 in Great Britain 
and Ireland and will replace the 
current CONGU handicapping 

system. It will be part of a system 
used by over 15 million golfers in 

80 countries worldwide.
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Why has the WHS been created?

To allow as many golfers as possible the opportunity to:

With golf being centred around one standard set of rules governed by The R&A and 
USGA, it makes sense to unify the previous six different Handicapping systems, 
ŞîŒĿŠĳ�ĲūƑ�î�ŞūƑĚ�ĿŠČŕƭƙĿǄĚ�îŠē�ĚƐƭĿƥîċŕĚ�ƙƎūƑƥȦ

The WHS was therefore developed with consideration given to club golfers who 
Ǝŕîǋ�ċūƥĺ�ƙƎūƑîēĿČîŕŕǋ�îŠē�ŞūƑĚ�ƑĚĳƭŕîƑŕǋȦ

With all golfers only initially required to submit scorecards for 54 holes to acquire a 
OîŠēĿČîƎ�TŠēĚǊȡ�ƥĺĚ�ŠĚǅ�ØO¬�Ŀƙ�ŕĚƙƙ�ĲūƑŞĿēîċŕĚ�ĲūƑ�ŠĚǅ�ƎŕîǋĚƑƙȦ

• Obtain and maintain a Handicap Index and reduce barriers of entry
• Use their Handicap Index on any golf course around the world
• Compete, or play recreationally, fairly regardless of where they play

~Š�ƥĺĚ�ŠĚǊƥ�ƎîĳĚ�ǋūƭ�ǅĿŕŕ�ǛŠē�î�ƙĚƥ�ūĲ�ǄîŕƭîċŕĚ�ƑĚƙūƭƑČĚƙ�ƥĺîƥ�îƑĚ�îǄîĿŕîċŕĚ�ƥū�ēūǅŠŕūîē�îŠē�ĺĚŕƎ�ĚēƭČîƥĚ�ǋūƭƑ�ŞĚŞċĚƑƙ�ūŠ�ƥĺĚ�ØO¬
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How does the WHS work?

For golfers in England, calculating a new Handicap Index will be front of mind when 
îēūƎƥĿŠĳ�ƥĺĚ�ØO¬Ȧ�¹ĺĚ�ƎƑūČĚƙƙ�ǅĿŕŕ�ċĚĳĿŠ�ĿŠ�ƥĺĚ�ƙîŞĚ�ǅîǋ�ƥĺƑūƭĳĺūƭƥ�ƥĺĚ�ǅūƑŕē�ȶ�
ċǋ�îČČƭƑîƥĚŕǋ�ŞĚîƙƭƑĿŠĳ�î�ƎŕîǋĚƑɄƙ�ĳūŕǛŠĳ�îċĿŕĿƥǋȦ

For regular golfers, this will be done by:

GƑūŞ�ƥĺĿƙ�ƥĺĚǋ�ǅĿŕŕ�ċĚ�ƎƑūǄĿēĚē�îŠ�ĿŠĿƥĿîŕ�OîŠēĿČîƎ�TŠēĚǊȦ��ĲƥĚƑ�î�ƎŕîǋĚƑ�ĺîƙ�
achieved 20 scores, a ‘fully developed’ Handicap Index can be calculated to provide 
ƥĺĚ�Şūƙƥ�îČČƭƑîƥĚ�ƑĚƎƑĚƙĚŠƥîƥĿūŠ�ūĲ�î�ƎŕîǋĚƑɄƙ�îċĿŕĿƥǋȦ

To ensure a player has only one Handicap Index, the golfer will nominate a 
ĺūŞĚ�ČŕƭċȦ�¹ĺĚ�ĺūŞĚ�Čŕƭċ�Ŀƙ�ēĚƥĚƑŞĿŠĚē�ċǋ�ƥĺĚ�ƎŕîǋĚƑȡ�ċƭƥ�ĲūƑ�ƎƑîČƥĿČîŕĿƥǋ�Ŀƥ�Ŀƙ�
ƑĚČūŞŞĚŠēĚē�ƥĺĿƙ�Ŀƙ�ǅĺĚƑĚ�ƥĺĚ�ƎŕîǋĚƑ�ƥǋƎĿČîŕŕǋ�ƙƭċŞĿƥƙ�ƥĺĚ�Şūƙƥ�ūĲ�ƥĺĚĿƑ�ƙČūƑĚƙȦ

For new golfers, they will have to: 

• The WHS Software calculating the average of the eight best scores from 
the previous 20 rounds

• Submit scorecards of 54 holes (3x 18 holes, 6x 9 holes or any combination 
of 9 and 18 holes) to their golf club’s Handicap Committee

IMPORTANT
Golf club’s will manage the WHS 
through a Handicap Committee. 

The main roles and responsibilities 
of each club are to conduct 

and manage handicap reviews 
and communicate to the club’s 

members. There is further detail on 
roles and responsibilities later in 
this toolkit for complete clarity.

~Š�ƥĺĚ�ŠĚǊƥ�ƎîĳĚ�ǋūƭ�ǅĿŕŕ�ǛŠē�î�ƙĚƥ�ūĲ�ǄîŕƭîċŕĚ�ƑĚƙūƭƑČĚƙ�ƥĺîƥ�îƑĚ�îǄîĿŕîċŕĚ�ƥū�ēūǅŠŕūîē�îŠē�ĺĚŕƎ�ĚēƭČîƥĚ�ǋūƭƑ�ŞĚŞċĚƑƙ�ūŠ�ƥĺĚ�ØO¬
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Course Rating & Bogey Rating

What is Course Rating?

HūŕĲ� ūƭƑƙĚ�¤îƥĿŠĳ�ǅĿŕŕ�ċĚ�ƭƙĚē�ƥū�ŞĚîƙƭƑĚ�ƥĺĚ�ƎŕîǋĿŠĳ�ēĿĲǛČƭŕƥǋ�ūĲ�î�ĳūŕĲ�ČūƭƑƙĚȦ�Tƥ�
measures how many strokes a Scratch Golfer (a player who can play to a Course 
OîŠēĿČîƎ�ūĲ�ǕĚƑū�ūŠ�îŕŕ�ƑîƥĚē�ĳūŕĲ�ČūƭƑƙĚƙȴ�ƙĺūƭŕē�ƥîŒĚ�ūŠ�îŠǋ�ĳĿǄĚŠ�ČūƭƑƙĚȦ

The rating does this by assessing two main types of challenges which, when 
combined, result in a common base from which to compare players’ abilities:

���ūĳĚǋ�¤îƥĿŠĳ�Ŀƙ�ƥĺĚ�ŞĚîƙƭƑĚ�ūĲ�ƎŕîǋĿŠĳ�ēĿĲǛČƭŕƥǋ�ĲƑūŞ�î�ƙĚƥ�ūĲ�ƥĚĚƙ�ǅĺĚŠ�ƎŕîǋĚē�
by a Bogey Golfer (a player who has a Course Handicap of approximately 20 for  
î�ŞîŕĚ�îŠē�ǨǪ�ĲūƑ�î�ĲĚŞîŕĚȴȦ

Knowing the Course Rating and Bogey Rating allows the WHS to assess and 
ƑîƥĿūŠîŕĿƙĚ�ƥĺĚ�ƑĚŕîƥĿūŠƙĺĿƎ�ċĚƥǅĚĚŠ�ƥĺĚ�ƥǅūȦ�GƑūŞ�ƥĺĿƙȡ�ƥĺĚ�ēĿĲǛČƭŕƥǋ�ūĲ�ƥĺĚ�ČūƭƑƙĚ�
ĲūƑ�îŕŕ�ūƥĺĚƑ�ŕĚǄĚŕƙ�ūĲ�îċĿŕĿƥǋ�ČîŠ�ċĚ�ēĚēƭČĚēȦ

Þūƭ�ČîŠ�ǛŠē�ūƭƥ�ŞūƑĚ�îċūƭƥ�ĺūǅ� ūƭƑƙĚ�¤îƥĿŠĳ�Ŀƙ�ČîŕČƭŕîƥĚē�ǅĿƥĺĿŠ�ƥĺĚ�ƑĚƙūƭƑČĚƙ�
îǄîĿŕîċŕĚ�ĲūƑ�ēūǅŠŕūîē�ūŠ�ƥĺĚ�ĲūŕŕūǅĿŠĳ�ƎîĳĚȦ

• The playing length of the course
• ¹ĺĚ�ūċƙƥîČŕĚƙ�ƥĺîƥ�î�ƎŕîǋĚƑ�ǅĿŕŕ�ĚŠČūƭŠƥĚƑ�ȳĚȦĳȦ�ƙĿǕĚ�ūĲ�ĳƑĚĚŠ�îŠē�ĺîǕîƑēƙȴ

IMPORTANT
All Course Ratings have been 
determined by highly trained 

ƥĚîŞƙȡ�ǅĿƥĺ�îŕŕ�ǛŠēĿŠĳƙ�ČĺĚČŒĚē�
îŠē�ǄĚƑĿǛĚē�ƎƑĿūƑ�ƥū�ċĚĿŠĳ�

published to ensure consistency 
and equity across England. 

~Š�ƥĺĚ�ŠĚǊƥ�ƎîĳĚ�ǋūƭ�ǅĿŕŕ�ǛŠē�î�ƙĚƥ�ūĲ�ǄîŕƭîċŕĚ�ƑĚƙūƭƑČĚƙ�ƥĺîƥ�îƑĚ�îǄîĿŕîċŕĚ�ƥū�ēūǅŠŕūîē�îŠē�ĺĚŕƎ�ĚēƭČîƥĚ�ǋūƭƑ�ŞĚŞċĚƑƙ�ūŠ�ƥĺĚ�ØO¬
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Slope Rating

What is Slope Rating?

Slope Rating is the number which indicates the relative playing 
ēĿĲǛČƭŕƥǋ�ūĲ�î�ČūƭƑƙĚ�ĲūƑ��ūĳĚǋ�HūŕĲĚƑƙȡ�ČūŞƎîƑĚē�ƥū�¬ČƑîƥČĺ�HūŕĲĚƑƙȦ�
Tƥ�Ŀƙ�ƥĺĚ�ēĿĲǛČƭŕƥǋ�ČūŞƎîƑĿƙūŠ�ċĚƥǅĚĚŠ�î��ūĳĚǋ�HūŕĲĚƑ�îŠē�î�¬ČƑîƥČĺ�
HūŕĲĚƑ�ĲƑūŞ�ƥĺĚ�ƙîŞĚ�ƙĚƥ�ūĲ�ƥĚĚƙȦ

(In simple terms it is the combination of the Course Rating and the Bogey 
Rating, which allows us to calculate the Slope Rating of a set of tees)

The use of Slope allows a player’s Handicap Index to be portable from 
ČūƭƑƙĚ�ƥū�ČūƭƑƙĚ�îŠē�ČūƭŠƥƑǋ�ƥū�ČūƭŠƥƑǋȦ�Tƥ�îŕƙū�ĚŠîċŕĚƙ�îČČĚƎƥîċŕĚ�
scores from any rated golf course in the world to be submitted for a 
ƎŕîǋĚƑɄƙ�ĺîŠēĿČîƎ�ƎƭƑƎūƙĚƙȦ

The Slope Rating is a key component in calculating the number 
of strokes each player receives to play a particular golf course. 
Each set of tees will have a Slope Rating value between 55  
and 155.

The higher the Slope Rating, the more additional strokes a Bogey 
HūŕĲĚƑ�ǅĿŕŕ�ŠĚĚē�ƥū�ċĚ�îċŕĚ�ƥū�Ǝŕîǋ�ĿƥȦ�¹ĺĚ�ŕūǅĚƑ�ƥĺĚ�¬ŕūƎĚ�¤îƥĿŠĳȡ���
ƥĺĚ�ŕĚƙƙ�ƙƥƑūŒĚƙ�î��ūĳĚǋ�HūŕĲĚƑ�ǅĿŕŕ�ƑĚƐƭĿƑĚȦ

Þūƭ�ČîŠ�ǛŠē�îŠ�ĚǊîŞƎŕĚ�ūĲ�î� ūƭƑƙĚ�ʁ�¬ŕūƎĚ�¤îƥĿŠĳ�ƥîċŕĚ�ǅĿƥĺĿŠ�ƥĺĚ�
ƑĚƙūƭƑČĚƙ�îǄîĿŕîċŕĚ�ĲūƑ�ēūǅŠŕūîē�ūŠ�ƥĺĚ�ĲūŕŕūǅĿŠĳ�ƎîĳĚȦ

- =x Factor
Bogey 
Rating

Course 
Rating

Slope 
Rating

NOTE

¹ĺĚ�¬ŕūƎĚ�¤îƥĿŠĳƙ�îƑĚ�ĳĚŠēĚƑ�ƙƎĚČĿǛČ�îŠē�
the tee which a golfer plays from must have a 

Slope Rating for each gender.

IMPORTANT
113 is the Slope Rating 

value where all players play 
from their Handicap Index 
(i.e. the course is as equally 
hard for both Scratch and 

Bogey players).

~Š�ƥĺĚ�ŠĚǊƥ�ƎîĳĚ�ǋūƭ�ǅĿŕŕ�ǛŠē�î�ƙĚƥ�ūĲ�ǄîŕƭîċŕĚ�ƑĚƙūƭƑČĚƙ�ƥĺîƥ�îƑĚ�îǄîĿŕîċŕĚ�ƥū�ēūǅŠŕūîē�îŠē�ĺĚŕƎ�ĚēƭČîƥĚ�ǋūƭƑ�ŞĚŞċĚƑƙ�ūŠ�ƥĺĚ�ØO¬
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Handicap Index

What is a Handicap Index?

Golfers will consider the Handicap Index to be the most important element of  
ƥĺĚ�ØO¬Ȧ

The Handicap Index will:

A Handicap Index is calculated from the best eight scores from the last  
20 rounds.

As a new score is submitted, a player’s Handicap Index will automatically update 
ƥū�ƥĺĚ�Şūƙƥ�ƑĚČĚŠƥ�ǨǦ�ƙČūƑĚƙȦ���ƎŕîǋĚƑɄƙ�OîŠēĿČîƎ�TŠēĚǊ�ǅĿŕŕ�ƭƎēîƥĚ�ƎƑūŞƎƥŕǋ�
overnight after the submission of an acceptable score and be ready before the next 
ƥĿŞĚ�ƥĺĚǋ�ƎŕîǋȦ

How to obtain a Handicap Index?

When the new system comes into play most golfers can have a Handicap Index 
ĳĚŠĚƑîƥĚēȡ�ċîƙĚē�ūŠ�ƥĺĚĿƑ�ĚǊĿƙƥĿŠĳ�ƑĚČūƑēƙȦ

For new golfers to gain their Handicap Index they will have to submit a minimum of 
ǫǪ�ĺūŕĚƙ�ȳƭƙĿŠĳ�îŠǋ�ČūŞċĿŠîƥĿūŠ�ūĲ�ǯ�îŠē�ǧǮ�ĺūŕĚƙȴȦ�¹ĺĚĿƑ�OîŠēĿČîƎ�TŠēĚǊ�ǅĿŕŕ�ċĚ�
the lowest of their three rounds minus two strokes and continue to be built until the 
ǨǦ�ƙČūƑĚƙ�îƑĚ�îČĺĿĚǄĚēȦ

• Measure the ability of a player
• Be portable from course to course
• Allow players to complete fairly and therefore promote inclusivity within 

the game

IMPORTANT
The maximum Handicap Index 

for any player is 54.

To obtain a recognised Handicap 
TŠēĚǊ�î�ƎŕîǋĚƑ�Şƭƙƥ�ċĚ�îŠ�îĲǛŕĿîƥĚē�

ŞĚŞċĚƑ�ūĲ�î�ĳūŕĲ�ČŕƭċȦ
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Handicap Index

How to safeguard a Handicap Index?

A Soft Cap and Hard Cap will be implemented to limit any extreme upward
ŞūǄĚŞĚŠƥ�ūĲ�î�ƎŕîǋĚƑɄƙ�OîŠēĿČîƎ�TŠēĚǊ�ǅĿƥĺĿŠ�î�ǩǬǫȹēîǋ�ƎĚƑĿūēȦ�¹ĺĿƙ�ĺîƙ�ċĚĚŠ�
ĿŠƥƑūēƭČĚē�ƥū�îČƥ�îƙ�î�ƙîĲĚĳƭîƑē�ƥū�ƎƑĚǄĚŠƥ�îŠǋ�ĺîŠēĿČîƎ�ŞîŠĿƎƭŕîƥĿūŠȦ

The Soft Cap will suppress movement by 50% after a 3.0 stroke increase 
over a player’s Low Handicap Index (see glossary of terms later in this 
toolkit). For clarity in this instance, a Low Handicap Index is the lowest 
Handicap Index a player has had during the previous 12-month period.

IMPORTANT
Caps only start to take effect once 
a player has at least 20 acceptable 

scores in their record.

The Hard Cap will restrict upward movement on 5.0 strokes over the Low 
Handicap Index.

Restricting the extreme upward movement of a Handicap Index will ensure that a 
player’s temporary loss of form does not cause the Handicap Index to move too far 
îǅîǋ�ĲƑūŞ�ƥĺĚĿƑ�îČƥƭîŕ�îċĿŕĿƥǋȦ

Resources available on the next page 
introduce a secondary campaign 
ČîŕŕĚē��ƑĿŠĳ�ÞūƭƑ�Ǯ�HîŞĚȦ�¹ĺĿƙ�ĺîƙ�
been devised so golfers can easily 
remember that their Handicap Index 
is simply their best 8 scores from 
ƥĺĚĿƑ�ŕîƙƥ�ǨǦ�ƑūƭŠēƙȦ

~Š�ƥĺĚ�ŠĚǊƥ�ƎîĳĚ�ǋūƭ�ǅĿŕŕ�ǛŠē�î�ƙĚƥ�ūĲ�ǄîŕƭîċŕĚ�ƑĚƙūƭƑČĚƙ�ƥĺîƥ�îƑĚ�îǄîĿŕîċŕĚ�ƥū�ēūǅŠŕūîē�îŠē�ĺĚŕƎ�ĚēƭČîƥĚ�ǋūƭƑ�ŞĚŞċĚƑƙ�ūŠ�ƥĺĚ�ØO¬

20



Course Handicap

What is Course Handicap?

Before any player starts their round they must convert their Handicap Index into a 
 ūƭƑƙĚ�OîŠēĿČîƎȦ�

The Course Handicap will determine the number of strokes a player will receive for 
îŠǋ�ƙĚƥ�ūĲ�ƥĚĚƙ�ūŠ�î�ČūƭƑƙĚȦ�

An easy way for a player to remember the WHS, is to think HCP! 

TƥɄƙ�îƙ�Ěîƙǋ�îƙ�O ¡ȣ�~Š�ƎîĳĚ�ǨǪ�ūĲ�ƥĺĿƙ�ƥūūŕŒĿƥ�ǅĚ�ĿŠƥƑūēƭČĚ�ūƭƑ�ǛŠîŕ�ƙĚČūŠēîƑǋ�
ČîŞƎîĿĳŠȡ�/îƙǋ��ƙ�O ¡Ȧ�¹ĺĿƙ�ǅĿŕŕ�ĺĚŕƎ�ƑĚĿŠĲūƑČĚ�ƥĺĚ�ŒĚǋ�îƙƎĚČƥƙ�ūĲ�ƥĺĚ�ØO¬�ƥū�ĳūŕĲĚƑƙȠ

How to work out a Course Handicap?

England Golf will provide Course & Slope Rating tables to all golf clubs (as per the 
ĚǊîŞƎŕĚ�ūŠ�ƎîĳĚ�ǧǮȴȦ�¹îċŕĚƙ�ƙĺūƭŕē�ċĚ�ƎūƙĿƥĿūŠĚē�ĿŠ�ČūŠƙƎĿČƭūƭƙ�ŕūČîƥĿūŠƙ�îƑūƭŠē�
ƥĺĚ�Čŕƭċ�ƥū�ŞîŒĚ�Ŀƥ�ƙĿŞƎŕĚ�ĲūƑ�ĳūŕĲĚƑƙ�ƥū�ǛŠē�ƎƑĿūƑ�ƥū�ċĚĳĿŠŠĿŠĳ�ƥĺĚĿƑ�ƑūƭŠēȦ�

Golfers simply have to choose the tees they are playing off that day and cross 
reference their Handicap Index on the Course & Slope Rating table to ascertain their
 ūƭƑƙĚ�OîŠēĿČîƎȦ�Tƥ�ƑĚîŕŕǋ�Ŀƙ�îƙ�ƙĿŞƎŕĚ�îƙ�ƥĺîƥ�ȹ�ƥĺĚǋɄƑĚ�ƥĺĚŠ�ƑĚîēǋ�ƥū�ĳĚƥ�ūƭƥ�ūŠ�ƥĺĚ
course and play!

In time, Course Handicap Tables will be available 
via an App and club handicap software so golfers 
can view their Course Handicap remotely prior 
ƥū�î�ƑūƭŠēȦ�¬ĺūƭŕē�îŠǋ�ĳūŕĲĚƑ�ǅĿƙĺ�ƥū�ČîŕČƭŕîƥĚ�
their Course Handicap manually the formula is as 
follows:

NEW RULE

Course Handicap (rounded)

=

Handicap Index

(Slope Rating / 113)

x

H - Handicap Index C - Course Handicap P - Play 

~Š�ƥĺĚ�ŠĚǊƥ�ƎîĳĚ�ǋūƭ�ǅĿŕŕ�ǛŠē�î�ƙĚƥ�ūĲ�ǄîŕƭîċŕĚ�ƑĚƙūƭƑČĚƙ�ƥĺîƥ�îƑĚ�îǄîĿŕîċŕĚ�ƥū�ēūǅŠŕūîē�îŠē�ĺĚŕƎ�ĚēƭČîƥĚ�ǋūƭƑ�ŞĚŞċĚƑƙ�ūŠ�ƥĺĚ�ØO¬

1

2

3

Handicap Index
Course Handicap 
Go out and Play
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Playing Handicap

What is Playing Handicap?

Playing Handicap is a stroke allowance that is implemented in order to maintain the 
ĿŠƥĚĳƑĿƥǋ�ūĲ�ƥĺĚ�ØO¬�ǅĺĚŠ�ƭƙĚē�ĿŠ�ČūŞƎĚƥĿƥĿūŠȦ�Tƥ�îŕŕūǅƙ�ĳūŕĲĚƑƙ�ƥū�ČūŞƎĚƥĚ�ūŠ�î�
ŕĚǄĚŕ�ƎŕîǋĿŠĳ�ǛĚŕēȡ�ƑĚĳîƑēŕĚƙƙ�ūĲ�ƥĺĚĿƑ�OîŠēĿČîƎ�TŠēĚǊȦ

The Course Handicap converts to a Playing Handicap for competition purposes and 
ČĺîŠĳĚƙ�ēĚƎĚŠēĿŠĳ�ūŠ�ƥĺĚ�ĲūƑŞîƥ�ūĲ�ƎŕîǋȦ�

The four most important aspects of Playing Handicap to remember are:

Whilst Playing Handicap is important, Handicap Committees do not need to labour 
ƥĺĚ�ƎūĿŠƥ�ƥū�ĳūŕĲĚƑƙ�ƑĚĳîƑēĿŠĳ�ƥĺĿƙ�îƙƎĚČƥ�ūĲ�ƥĺĚ�ØO¬Ȧ

On the following page a table is available for download which shows handicap 
îŕŕūǅîŠČĚƙ�ĲūƑ�îŕŕ�ČūŞƎĚƥĿƥĿūŠ�ĲūƑŞîƥƙȦ

The WHS has been designed with the enjoyment of recreational golf at 
the forefront. The WHS will allow golfers to play with freedom, therefore 
changing the nature in which they play the game. The focus for golfers 
should not be on their Playing Handicap.

NEW RULE

Playing Handicap

=

The Playing Handicap is calculated as follows:

Course Handicap

Handicap Allowance

x

• It is only used for competition purposes
• It ensures equity to calculate competition results  

(via Handicap Allowances)
• Golfers do not need to calculate it (it is generated before their round)
• Golfers should continue to play in the mindset of their Course Handicap in 

competition rounds

~Š�ƥĺĚ�ŠĚǊƥ�ƎîĳĚ�ǋūƭ�ǅĿŕŕ�ǛŠē�î�ƙĚƥ�ūĲ�ǄîŕƭîċŕĚ�ƑĚƙūƭƑČĚƙ�ƥĺîƥ�îƑĚ�îǄîĿŕîċŕĚ�ƥū�ēūǅŠŕūîē�îŠē�ĺĚŕƎ�ĚēƭČîƥĚ�ǋūƭƑ�ŞĚŞċĚƑƙ�ūŠ�ƥĺĚ�ØO¬
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General Play & Competition Rounds

How to submit a score?

After the completion of a competition round, a player has to submit their scorecard 
îƙ�ƙūūŠ�îƙ�ƎūƙƙĿċŕĚ�ĿŠ�ūƑēĚƑ�ĲūƑ�ƥĺĚĿƑ�OîŠēĿČîƎ�TŠēĚǊ�ƥū�ċĚ�ƭƎēîƥĚēȦ�¡ƑĚĲĚƑîċŕǋȡ�
scores should be posted at the venue being played and on the same day, as this 
ǅĿŕŕ�ċĚ�ǅĺĚŠ�î�ƎŕîǋĚƑɄƙ�OîŠēĿČîƎ�TŠēĚǊ�ǅĿŕŕ�ċĚ�ƭƎēîƥĚēȦ

Posting of scores is possible by players utilising the technology available at their
ĳūŕĲ�ČŕƭċȦ�

How to verify a score?

In order to verify a score and for it to count towards a players WHS, it must  
be played:

• In accordance with The Rules of Golf
• In an authorised format of play
• Over a minimum number of 10 holes
• With at least one other person
• On a course with a current Course Rating and Slope Rating
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General Play & Competition Rounds

How your score counts towards the WHS?

Acceptable formats of play for submitting a score towards a player’s Handicap 
Index include:

Non-Acceptable formats of play for submitting a score towards a player’s Handicap 
Index include: 

For golfers playing in recreational rounds with friends, either in teams or 
pairs, even when there is no intention of submitting a score for handicap 
purposes, they will need to calculate their Course Handicap prior to  
their round.

¹ĺĚ�ĲūŕŕūǅĿŠĳ�ƎîĳĚ�ĿŠ�ƥĺĿƙ�ƥūūŕŒĿƥ�ĿŠČŕƭēĚƙ�î�ƥîċŕĚ�ūĲ�îƭƥĺūƑĿƙĚē�ĲūƑŞîƥƙ�ūĲ�ƎŕîǋȦ

• Pre-registered general play ‘social’ scores
• All individual competition rounds, both 9 and 18 holes, whether played  

at home or away

• Scores from fourball better ball
• Other matchplay events

~Š�ƥĺĚ�ŠĚǊƥ�ƎîĳĚ�ǋūƭ�ǅĿŕŕ�ǛŠē�î�ƙĚƥ�ūĲ�ǄîŕƭîċŕĚ�ƑĚƙūƭƑČĚƙ�ƥĺîƥ�îƑĚ�îǄîĿŕîċŕĚ�ƥū�ēūǅŠŕūîē�îŠē�ĺĚŕƎ�ĚēƭČîƥĚ�ǋūƭƑ�ŞĚŞċĚƑƙ�ūŠ�ƥĺĚ�ØO¬
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The Handicap Committee Role

/ǄĚƑǋ�ĳūŕĲ�Čŕƭċ�Ŀƙ�ƑĚƐƭĿƑĚē�ƥū�ĺîǄĚ�î�OîŠēĿČîƎ� ūŞŞĿƥƥĚĚȦ�¹ĺĚǋ�Ǝŕîǋ�î�ǄĿƥîŕ
ƑūŕĚ�ĿŠ�ŞîĿŠƥîĿŠĿŠĳ�ƥĺĚ�ĿŠƥĚĳƑĿƥǋ�ūĲ�ƥĺĚ�ØO¬Ȧ

Handicap Committee members should have a good working knowledge of the new 
ØO¬Ȧ

The Handicap Committee role can be summarised as follows:

Handicap Committees should also ensure tables to convert a Handicap Index into a 
 ūƭƑƙĚ�OîŠēĿČîƎ�îƑĚ�ŕūČîƥĚē�ĿŠ�îƎƎƑūƎƑĿîƥĚ�ŕūČîƥĿūŠƙ�ƥĺƑūƭĳĺūƭƥ�ƥĺĚ�ČŕƭċȦ

• Record, maintain and update Handicap Index of their members
• Notify members of any changes to their Index
• Ensure all acceptable scores are uploaded
• Responsible for reviewing the Handicap Record

IMPORTANT
Every club must employ a system 

that allows golfers to register 
their round before they play and 
return scores. Ideally this should 

be done digitally.

The roles and responsibilities of a Handicap Committee are 
listed in the WHS rules and available for download on page 32.
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The Handicap Committee Role

Handicap Reviews

Results from a competition should be processed promptly, on the same day, to
ĚŠƙƭƑĚ�ƙČūƑĚƙ�ĺîǄĚ�ċĚĚŠ�ĚŠƥĚƑĚē�ČūƑƑĚČƥŕǋȦ�OūǅĚǄĚƑȡ�ƥĺĚ�ØO¬�ēūĚƙ�Šūƥ�ƑĚŕǋ�ūŠ�î
ČūŞƎĚƥĿƥĿūŠ�ċĚĿŠĳ�ČŕūƙĚē�ƥū�ƭƎēîƥĚ�ĺîŠēĿČîƎ�ƑĚČūƑēƙȦ

Terms of Competition 

Prior to events, it is advised that every Handicap Committee must publish their own
ƥĚƑŞƙ�ūĲ�ČūŞƎĚƥĿƥĿūŠȦ�¹ĺĿƙ�ǅĿŕŕ�ĿŠČŕƭēĚ�ēîƥĚƙȡ�ĲƑĚƐƭĚŠČǋȡ�ĚŠƥƑǋ�ƎƑūČĚƙƙȡ�ĲūƑŞîƥ
of play, handicap allowance, tees used, process of deciding ties and other
ĿŠĲūƑŞîƥĿūŠȦ�Gƭŕŕ�ēĚƥîĿŕƙ�îƑĚ�îǄîĿŕîċŕĚ�ĿŠ�ƥĺĚ�~ĲǛČĿîŕ�HƭĿēĚ�ƥū�ƥĺĚ�¤ƭŕĚƙ�ūĲ�HūŕĲȡ
 ūŞŞĿƥƥĚĚ�¬ĚČƥĿūŠ�ǧ��îŠē�ǫ�Ȧ

Did you know? 
The Handicap Committee can set entry criteria to competitions based 
on the Handicap Index - for example, the Club Championship is only 

ūƎĚŠ�ƥū�ƎŕîǋĚƑƙ�ǅĿƥĺ�î�ĺîŠēĿČîƎ�ūĲ�ǧǦ�ūƑ�ŕĚƙƙȦ

Did you know? 
The committee also has the discretion to create segments of their 

members based on their Handicap Index in order to award prizes to 
ƎŕîǋĚƑƙ�ūĲ�ēĿĲĲĚƑĚŠƥ�ƙƥîŠēîƑēƙȦ
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Following all of the presentation and seminar 
feedback provided by golf club representatives, we 
have created a Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
document, which will be essential for golf clubs to 
have access to and will prove extremely useful in the 
ĚēƭČîƥĿūŠ�ūĲ�îŕŕ�ĳūŕĲĚƑƙȦ�

Golf clubs will be able to circulate this document to all 
their members via electronic communications, or place 
ĺîƑē�ČūƎĿĚƙ�îƑūƭŠē�ƥĺĚ�ĳūŕĲ�ČŕƭċȦ

Here are some of the most important FAQs:

Why is the new WHS being introduced? 
There is one standard set of rules in golf, so it makes sense to unify the six different 
ĺîŠēĿČîƎƎĿŠĳ�ƙǋƙƥĚŞƙ�ČƭƑƑĚŠƥŕǋ�ĿŠ�ūƎĚƑîƥĿūŠȦ�¹ĺĿƙ�ǅĿŕŕ�ŞîŒĚ�ƥĺĚ�ĳîŞĚ�ŞūƑĚ�
ĿŠČŕƭƙĿǄĚ�îŠē�ĚƐƭĿƥîċŕĚ�îČƑūƙƙ�ƥĺĚ�ǅūƑŕēȦ

When will current handicaps switch over to the WHS? 
¹ĺĚ�ØO¬�ŕîƭŠČĺ�ēîƥĚ�ĺîƙ�ċĚĚŠ�ƙĚƥ�îƙ�qūŠēîǋ�ǨŠē�sūǄĚŞċĚƑ�ǨǦǨǦȦ

I’m new to golf: How do I obtain a Handicap Index? 
Score cards totalling 54 holes need to be returned to the Handicap Committee 
(3x18 holes, 6x9 holes or a combination of both) before an initial Handicap Index 
ČîŠ�ċĚ�îǅîƑēĚēȦ

What is the maximum Course Handicap if the maximum Handicap Index is 
54? 
¹ĺĚ� ūƭƑƙĚ�OîŠēĿČîƎ�ǅĿŕŕ�ŕĿŒĚŕǋ�ĚǊČĚĚē�ǫǪȦǦ�ĿĲ�ƎŕîǋĿŠĳ�î�ČūƭƑƙĚ�ǅĿƥĺ�î�ƙŕūƎĚ�ƑîƥĿŠĳ�
ūĲ�ǧǧǪ�ūƑ�ĺĿĳĺĚƑȦ�¹ĺĚƑĚ�Ŀƙ�Šū�ŞîǊĿŞƭŞ� ūƭƑƙĚ�OîŠēĿČîƎȦ

Do I enter competitions using my Handicap Index or my Course Handicap? 
 ūŞƎĚƥĿƥĿūŠ�ĚŠƥƑǋ�ƙĺūƭŕē�ċĚ�ċîƙĚē�ūŠ�ǋūƭƑ�OîŠēĿČîƎ�TŠēĚǊȦ�¹ĺĿƙ�ǅĿŕŕ�ċĚ�ČŕîƑĿǛĚē�ĿŠ�
ƥĺĚ�¹ĚƑŞƙ�ūĲ� ūŞƎĚƥĿƥĿūŠȦ

When playing other courses can I submit a score card to my home club? 
ÞĚƙ�ȶ�ǋūƭ�ČîŠ�ƑĚČūƑē�îŕŕ�ƎƑĚȹƑĚĳĿƙƥĚƑĚē�ƙČūƑĚƙ�ƥĺîƥ�Ĳūŕŕūǅ�ƥĺĚ�ƑƭŕĚƙ�ūĲ�ĳūŕĲ�îŠē�îƑĚ�
îƭƥĺūƑĿƙĚē�ĲūƑŞîƥƙ�ūĲ�ƎŕîǋȦ

FAQs are available to download on page 45 of this toolkit
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Glossary of Terms

A glossary of all key terms about the WHS is available for golf clubs 
ƥū�ēūǅŠŕūîēȦ

The glossary will act as a useful way of educating golfers on 
ƥĚƑŞĿŠūŕūĳǋȦ�HūŕĲ�Čŕƭċƙ�ǅĿŕŕ�ċĚ�îċŕĚ�ƥū�ČĿƑČƭŕîƥĚ�ƥĺĿƙ�ēūČƭŞĚŠƥ�ƥū�îŕŕ�
their members electronically and by placing hard copies around  
ƥĺĚ�ČŕƭċȦ�

For example, some of the key terms to know about the WHS are:

Handicap Index
A Handicap Index is a number that represents a player’s ability and 
ČîŠ�ċĚ�ƥîŒĚŠ�îŠē�ƎŕîǋĚē�ǅĿƥĺ�ūŠ�îŠǋ�ĳūŕĲ�ČūƭƑƙĚ�îƑūƭŠē�ƥĺĚ�ǅūƑŕēȦ�Tƥ�
Ŀƙ�ČîŕČƭŕîƥĚē�ĲƑūŞ�ƥĺĚ�ċĚƙƥ�ĚĿĳĺƥ�ƑūƭŠēƙ�ĲƑūŞ�î�ƎŕîǋĚƑɄƙ�ŕîƙƥ�ǨǦ�ƙČūƑĚƙȦ��

Course Handicap
A Course Handicap is the number of strokes a player will receive for a 
ƙƎĚČĿǛČ�ƙĚƥ�ūĲ�ƥĚĚƙ�ūŠ�ƥĺĚ�ĳūŕĲ�ČūƭƑƙĚ�ċĚĿŠĳ�ƎŕîǋĚēȦ�

Playing Handicap
A Playing Handicap represents the total number of strokes a player 
will receive when they play with or against other players, depending 
ūŠ�ƥĺĚ�ĲūƑŞîƥ�ūĲ�Ǝŕîǋ�îŠē�ƥĺĚ�ĺîŠēĿČîƎ�îŕŕūǅîŠČĚȦ�

Course Rating
¹ĺĚ� ūƭƑƙĚ�¤îƥĿŠĳ�Ŀƙ�ƥĺĚ�ŞĚîƙƭƑĚ�ūĲ�ƎŕîǋĿŠĳ�ēĿĲǛČƭŕƥǋ�ĲƑūŞ�î�ƙĚƥ�ūĲ�
ƥĚĚƙ�ǅĺĚŠ�ƎŕîǋĚē�ċǋ�î�ƙČƑîƥČĺ�ĳūŕĲĚƑȦ�

Slope Rating
The Slope Rating is the number which indicates the relative playing 
ēĿĲǛČƭŕƥǋ�ūĲ�î�ČūƭƑƙĚ�ĲūƑ�ċūĳĚǋ�ĳūŕĲĚƑƙȡ�ČūŞƎîƑĚē�ƥū�ƙČƑîƥČĺ�ĳūŕĲĚƑƙȦ�
Tƥ�Ŀƙ�ƥĺĚ�ēĿĲǛČƭŕƥǋ�ČūŞƎîƑĿƙūŠ�ċĚƥǅĚĚŠ�î�ċūĳĚǋ�ƎŕîǋĚƑ�îŠē�î�ƙČƑîƥČĺ�
ƎŕîǋĚƑ�ĲƑūŞ�ƥĺĚ�ƙîŞĚ�ƙĚƥ�ūĲ�ƥĚĚƙȦ

The Glossary of Terms is available to download on the following page
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