“somebody prayed for me”

Acts 12:1 – 5, 12 

Session 4: “I Will Pray for My Church Leaders
1)  The devil targets church leaders more often than church members. [true] or [f]  

· Sermon > yes, the devil sees pastors as a threat. Therefore, Satan’s highest priority is to take them down and take them out. If the pastors, ministers, and elders of the church falter, then the church will falter. 
· Sermon > We do not need specific reasons to pray for one another, but church leaders, especially pastors, are most likely to be the first ones attacked. After all, Satan watches for the right time to attack a leader.  

· Rainer > “We should not be surprised, then, when we hear about a pastor’s moral failure. We are grieved and heartbroken, but not surprised. The devil is setting traps for pastors – anything he can do to bring harm to the pastor’s reputation. He will stop at nothing – greed, adultery, anger, addiction – to catch the pastor in his trap.”  

· v1-2 > “Now about that time Herod the king stretched forth his hands to vex [attack] certain of the church. 2 And he killed James the brother of John with the sword.”  

2)  The apostle Paul constantly asked for intercessory prayer. [true] or [f]  

· Sermon > yes, Paul thought it important to ask for prayer on multiple occasions. In fact, church membership means that we are vigilantly praying for our church leaders, especially pastors and their families on a consistent basis. 
· Colossians 4:3 > “At the same time pray for us as well that God will open to us a door for the word…”  
· 1Thess 5:25 > “Beloved, pray for us.”  
· 2Thess 3:1 > “Finally, brothers and sisters, pray for us, so that the word of the Lord may spread rapidly…”  
· Romans 8:26 > “Likewise the Spirit also helps our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.”  
3)  Being in church leadership is an easy job. [t] or [false]  

· Sermon > No, leadership is not an easy job. First, leaders are held to a higher standard than are most people. Secondly, there is an “authority resisting” attitude that pervades not only the world, but the church as well. People distrust leaders. 
· Sermon > Church leadership is put in place to shape all of the different members into a body of people who utilize their differences, yet work together to accomplish the goal of furthering the gospel of Christ and the mission of putting the family back together. 
· Rainer > “All church leaders need prayer. I will usually say pastor, but that can mean minister or elder or director or whatever term you use. It may refer to the senior leader, or it could be about someone else on staff. The point is that we church members must pray for our church leaders.”  
4)  According to First Timothy 3:2, is it possible for a church leader to be “above reproach?”  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > Yes, in this text Paul affirms that church leaders should be “blameless” and “beyond criticism.”  Church leaders ought to live “beyond finding fault.”  After all, if Satan can defeat the leaders, Satan can defeat the congregation. 
· Sermon > Satan would love nothing more than to bring discouragement and discord into the life of the pastor. 
· Rainer > “While the pastor is certainly not expected to be perfect, he is to have a reputation above most everyone else. When people in the community speak or think about the pastor, the thoughts and words should be positive and encouraging.”  

· 1Tim 3:2 > “So a church leader must be a man whose life is above reproach.”  [nlt]  

5)  Concerning church leaders, for what should the membership pray? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Rainer > In his book, Rainer suggests that the church membership should (1) pray for the Pastor and other church leaders, (2) Pray for him and his family, (3) Pray for his protection, and (4) Pray for his physical and mental health. 
· Sermon > There have been many good people in church leadership who have quit their positions, and even the church, because of how much the pressure of leadership has caused problems in their homes and in their businesses. 
· v5 > “Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without ceasing of the church unto God for him.”  

· Sermon > The church has one sure weapon of protection. That is, prayer is still the church’s single most powerful weapon of protection. 
· James 5:16b > “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.”  

· Rainer > “The devil is powerful. But God is so much more powerful. And God, in ways we don’t always understand fully, works through the prayers of believers.”  

6)  Why it is important to pray for the church leader’s health? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > Leadership is draining (President Obama). Serving and leading a church can expend all of a church leader’s energy. After all, church leaders are on call every day and every hour.  Because the demands are so great on the church leaders, they may neglect his or her own health and well-being. 
· Sermon > While no one is invulnerable to sickness and accidents, we can still pray for all of our church leaders. After all, church leaders have to make dozens of decisions on any given day.  Therefore, church leaders need discernment and wisdom so that the membership might accomplish the furtherance of the gospel. 
· Rainer > “We who are church members should pray for the health of our pastor. He will feel stress and pressure every day. We can pray that he will experience the peace that only God can give.”  

