CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Cowdenbeath Trinity Church
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

Jesus answered,
“I am the way and the truth and the life.
No-one comes to the Father except
through me.”
John 14:6

“Baptism points back to the work of God,
and forward to the life of faith.”

BAPTISM
In the Church of Scotland Baptism is a Sacrament and it is through this
special event that we are welcomed into God’s family.
WHAT IS IT?
Baptism is the sign and seal of our adoption by God as members of His
family through the Life, Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ.
WHO CAN RECEIVE IT?
The Sacrament of Baptism is available to children of, those parents who
believe in God and accept and confess Jesus Christ to be their Lord and
Saviour. Adult Baptism is also offered to every believer…
VOWS
Adults can take vows for themselves but where children are being
presented for the Sacrament, the parents [who must have been Baptised
themselves] are required to answer “I do” the following questions:

❖ Do you present your child to be baptised, earnestly desiring that
he/she may be grafted into Christ as a member of his Body the Church?

❖ Do you believe in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit; and do you
confess Jesus Christ as your Lord and Saviour?

❖ Do you promise, depending on the grace of God, to teach your child
the truths and duties of the Christian faith; and by prayer and example to
bring him/her up in the life of the Church?
In order to take these vows, it is felt that at least one of the parents
seeking Baptism for their child will be an active member of the
congregation and they or a close family member will be a regular
participant in worship.

WHAT IF I CANNOT ANSWER “I DO” TO THESE VOWS FOR MY CHILD

Should you feel that you cannot make the commitment as stated in
the vows then we would be happy to provide a Service of Dedication
and Thanksgiving. This is not a Sacrament; no vows are taken by the
parents and therefore no corresponding vow is required by the
congregation. Here the child is named during a private service for
family and friends and this leaves an opportunity for Baptism at a
later date.
BAPTISMAL SERVICE
The Sacrament of Baptism is administered on a Sunday during normal
family worship. Baptismal parties should be in church on the day 15
minutes before morning worship commences; i.e. for 11am, arrive by
10.45am.
During the Baptism, we believe that Christ is present in a special way, and
in order to focus on the vows that are being taken, it is expected that
everyone attending will treat the occasion with some reverence.
PHOTOGRAPHS AND VIDEOS
The taking of photographs is not allowed during the service, but
opportunities will be given afterwards. The taking of videos is allowed
only from a specified area in the church and nowhere else.
CHILDREN AT BOTH COWDENBEATH AND CROSSGATES
Following the Baptism our children leave for their own activities with the
Young Church. We understand that all children prefer to do their own
thing and as the remainder of the service is adult based visiting children
are very welcome to join our own in their different groups and activities.
WHAT DO I DO NOW?
For further discussion or information contact Margaret Steven,
Session Clerk on 01383 515486 who will speak with the minister and
get back to you.

