Cowdenbeath: TRINITY CHURCH
One Church – Two Places of Worship

Through Word and Action
We Share the Love of Christ
Welcome to the Parish Profile of Trinity Church – working from bases in Cowdenbeath and Crossgates communities
in Fife. Thanks for taking a look at us. If you’d like to know more, please get in touch – with us, with our Interim
Moderator, with people you know might know us. Here are a few pointers to what we’re like -

Warm
and
welcoming

Willing volunteers
–
within and outwith
the church

Open to collaboration
with other churches,
and the community

Able leadership –
flexible in approach
– broad in interest
A prayerful
people –
open to
change

Like many – a
congregation of older
folk, perhaps, but very
welcoming of all
Trinity Church is a registered Scottish Charity, No. SCO 03799

Generous –
willing to help
and share

…and here’s a bit more detail about some of the things that important to us.

KIDS’ WORK
There are a small corps of children and young
people in both locations whose parents or
grandparents are members, they are
participative, interested and led extremely
well and they are all integrated into church
life, including sharing in Holy Communion.
There are three primary schools within the
parish, and each have been recently very
welcoming of chaplaincy. The same situation
exists at the High School and the door is open
to new initiatives.
Trinity is the prime mover in appointing a
youth and community worker through a local
outreach initiative – The Initiative. There is
one employee, who has recently triggered
[with local church support] an evening youth
club and three lunch clubs in local Primary
schools, effectively being a chaplaincy
presence. He is currently liaising with the High
School in conjunction with other local
ministers to form a Chaplaincy Team.
This project is extremely exciting and opens up
many possibilities for outreach into the
community. We recently hosted The Eden bus
project [The Message Trust] which visited
three schools and based in Cowdenbeath in
one evening had 140 children and many adults
visit.
We are currently evaluating our Messy Church
work, so that we can discern how it can work
in partnership with the Initiative. The Kirk
Session has oversight of a parent-led Toddlers
Group.

MISSION IN THE COMMUNITY
Our Community Café is held on Tuesdays
and is run by volunteers both from the
Church and the Community. Teams work
on a rota basis making and serving meals at
an affordable price and providing
companionship to the people of the
community and beyond.
The congregation supports the local
foodbank with donations and encourages
several of our members who volunteer at
it.
On a monthly basis, the Worship Group
lead a service in the local Care Home where
the residents enjoy a time of fellowship,
prayer and praise, ensuring a spiritual input
for those no longer able to attend Church.
Several members are involved in the work
of Street Pastors, supported prayerfully by
the congregation.
A Buddy Group – begun to counter
loneliness and isolation continues to offer a
variety of activities that help to form
friendships.

CHURCH FAMILY WORSHIP

Our usual pattern is for two services –
9.45 at Crossgates and 11.15 at
Cowdenbeath – but the ‘usual’ is
becoming increasingly ‘unusual’ as we get
used to doing things in different ways! We
enjoy uniting for services. We enjoy
services with different formats, surprising
elements and new twists. Our worship is
enhanced by a really gifted musician – he
helps us feel more like a worshipping
choir than simply a congregation.
There is a sense of anticipation when we
come together on a Sunday. Worship is a
living experience together before God,
which is lived out into our daily lives.

HALL USAGE…more than!
With two sites, we have plenty of hall spaces to offer for our community to use, and so lots of
groups and organisations consider us their ‘home from home’. We are blessed by an active Guild,
and a Ladies Group. Across our spaces, we have Tiny Tots, Brownies and Guides, Karate, Tai Kwon
Do, Keep Fit for over 50’s, Line Dancing and Zumba. We host the local horticultural society meetings
and their annual show. We have a Community Cafe on a Tuesday run by volunteers (mainly church
members) in Crossgates. A disability group use our hall at Cowdenbeath at least 3 days a week, as
well as our own Guild and Banner Group. Our Sunday School, although small, is very active in both
locations, and we are gearing up for even more use by children and youth groups as the Initiative
gets fully established through local schools’ integration. We have a series of Adult Bible Studies, and
annual or one-off community events are the norm.

IDEAS IN DEVELOPMENT
We are in the process of exploring and/or
developing the following:
•
•
•

Dementia-related ministry
opportunities
Publicity / outreach cards
Web presence

So that’s all about us – hopefully enough to whet the appetite and spark a conversation?
But what about you? You may well be our next minister if you are:

•
•
•
•

Someone who is down to earth and approachable and able to relate to, and communicate with, the
church family and the wider community (we need someone who "speaks our language" and who
we feel we can talk to freely and easily – a good listener.)
Someone who is innovative and able to lead the congregation in new directions when change is
needed (we feel the winds of change and so we will really need someone capable of steering us
through these changes).
Someone who is ready to adopt modern thinking together with our church family as you lead us
into the next decade.
Someone who is willing to work with us, proactive in developing the ministry of the whole church
and willing to cooperate with our sister church and local churches to better share the Christian faith
into our community.

But most of all, someone who is ‘steeped in the Word’ and deeply prayerful.
Is this you????

OTHER THINGS YOU MIGHT LIKE TO KNOW…
Dunfermline Presbytery is facing head on the challenges and opportunities of the Church throughout
Scotland. It is in the process of becoming part of an enlarged Presbytery covering the whole of Fife. A
Special Commission has been looking at how we can together be fit for the purposes of missional presence
in our wider communities and vibrant worshipping centres of faith.
As part of that, Trinity has accepted a 5 year reviewable tenure to enable the minister we call to help us
play our role in the transitions that are to come in our wider Church.
On a more tangible level, Trinity delights in hosting (usually every 3 months), the Presbytery-wide service
for those with learning disabilities – Sing, Sign and Celebrate.
STATISTICS (our Statistics for Mission are available on the CofS website – we look forward to updated
information in 2021)
Members on the Communion Roll: 263
Adherents: 10
Sunday School: 15-17
Kirk Session: 25 (We operate under a Unitary Constitution)

M&M ALLOCATIONS
2015

2016

2017

2018

£38,658

£42,334

£46,140

£48,404

Receipts for those years:
2015

£96,947

2016

£93,024

2017

£99,648

2018

£98,303

(plus Legacy £20,000)

(including a Legacy of £9,000)

Although the area is still recovering from the demise of the mining industry, this congregation is a
generous one and often responds hugely to Disaster appeals. Members also support Street Pastors, the
Foodbank, Acorn Aid and other local charities.

FABRIC
Buildings: The church in Cowdenbeath is of sixties construction. The Sanctuary seats 400 and the attached
suite of large and small halls, kitchen and office are used regularly by church and community. The office is
well laid out, and has space for private consultations. The fabric committee are currently exploring
upgrades to the toilets.
In Crossgates the Sanctuary at 200+ years old is also in good repair, windows having been replaced as
planned in 2019. A small hall is separate, with toilets and kitchen, and is also used by community and
church as well as being the venue of our Tuesday Café.
Meetings are held in both locations.

THE MANSE
The manse is a detached 3-bedroom house in the northern part of the town (KY4 9EP). It has a modern,
easily useable layout where family can function undisturbed if the minister is meeting someone in the
study. It is close to the M90 within easy travelling distance to Edinburgh in the south and Perth in the
north, with good transport links (trains and buses to Edinburgh in 45 minutes). The Manse is
approximately half a mile from the Church at Sinclair Drive, Cowdenbeath (KY4 9PA) and 2.5 miles from the
Church at Church Place, Crossgates (KY4 8DD). It is within walking distance of the main shopping areas
where there are several supermarkets with ample parking spaces. The property has a large garage, and a
private driveway.
The house has well settled gardens to the front, side and rear of the house, with two garden huts in the
back garden.

The downstairs accommodation consists of a large lounge to the front of the property, a study, dining
room, well-equipped kitchen and conservatory (which can also be used as a dining area). Additionally
there is a toilet and shower room located on this floor.

Upstairs, there are three bedrooms, all with fitted wardrobes providing ample storage space and a family
bathroom. There is further storage in the loft which is accessed from the upstairs landing.

Heating
The property is double glazed and is gas centrally heated with a combi boiler and a gas fire in the living
room. This boiler was installed only 5 years ago.
Leisure
The town has several supermarkets with ample parking spaces and the town centre is undergoing a facelift
it boasts a Leisure Centre which has many activities including a swimming pool, an outside football pitch.
There is a senior football team together with several junior teams. A skateboard facility is also available.
Schooling
The Manse is close to a local primary school and to the senior high school, both within walking distance.
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/2+Glenfield+Rd,+Cowdenbeath+KY4+9EL/@56.1147414,3.3598719,16z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x4887ccf4b0b91451:0xadd796c1f425b994!8m2!3d56.1183989!4d3.3451037?hl=en-GB

