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ROBERT COUNTY

FARMERS
sty Robertson County Farmers Market

Become a Vendor at the

We're excited by your interest in becoming part of the Robertson County Farmers Market- a welcoming
and varied community of farmers, makers, artisans and supporters.

Our Farmers Market is located at 4635 US-41 in Springfield, TN, at the Robertson County
Fairgrounds. The Market season runs from May through August.

e Email robcofarmersmarket@gmail.com
e Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/RCFarmersMarket
e Instagram: @robcofarmersmarket

[t is important that you carefully read the guidelines and market rules of the application. It is the goal of
the Farmers Market to offer fresh, seasonal produce grown locally by independent farmers. In order to
meet this goal, it is vital that our vendors closely follow the Market rules and regulations. The sale of
produce and other items from a wholesaler or warehouse is strictly prohibited at the Robertson County
Farmers Market.

APPLICATION PROCESS

e Read our Policies and Procedures in full before applying.

e Make sure you have or can obtain the relevant required documents for your application
(proof of insurance, kitchen certification, TDA regulatory services permit, organic
certification, nursery/greenhouse/plant dealer license, as applicable).

e Complete your application and any required documentation to the Robertson County Farmers
Market via email at robcofarmersmarket@gmail.com by the application deadline (March 24th),
or by sending a paper application and required documentation to the Robertson County Farmers
Market, c/o Robertson County Fair Association, PO Box 921, Springfield, TN 37172.

e The Robertson County Farmers Market executive committee will review all applications. You
will be notified by email of approval and start date.

e Ifyour application is accepted, fees are required to be paid 7 days before the opening of the
Market.

e Ifaccepted, you must attend the yearly vendor meeting, slated for March 28 at 7 PM before the
Market start date.

¢ Thank you again for your interest in the Robertson County Farmers Market. If you have any
questions, don’t hesitate to contact us at robcofarmersmarket@gmail.com

e Itis mandatory that all vendors carry a 1 million dollar liability umbrella insurance policy that
names the Robertson County Fair Association as additionally insured and submit proof of coverage
to the market before selling at the market. If you have questions about obtaining insurance, please
email the market committee at robcofarmersmarket@gmail.com
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Robertson County Farmers Market Policies and Procedures
Updated February 2023

MARKET REGULATIONS

The Robertson County Farmers Market consists of three types of Vendors: Farm, Prepared Foods,
and Artisan Vendors. All vendors are required to apply each year. The Robertson County Farmers
Market Committee reserves the right to accept or deny applications from any vendor.
A farm vendor is defined as a person who grows or makes the products they are selling, and may
include the producer’s immediate family, partners, and employees. Products to be sold must be
approved as listed on the application. Products allowed must follow Tn Department of Agriculture
Guidelines.
All products sold at the market must be locally grown/produced in Robertson County, Tennessee, or
adjacent counties. (Montgomery, Cheatham, Davidson, Sumner, TN or Simpson, Logan, or Todd,
KY)
The Robertson County Farmers Market has a zero-tolerance policy concerning resale. Any vendor
found selling anything that he/she did not grow or make will be subject to forfeiture of booth
space and potentially banned from the market.
No wholesale brokers will be allowed.
The Farmers Market executive committee has the right to physically inspect crops and production
areas of farm vendors.
Booth Fees are as Follows:

o $150 per space for entire season — 17 weeks

o $20 per space weekly rental

PREPARED FOOD VENDORS

Prepared foods are permitted for sale at the market. Food products must be packaged with
proper labeling and held for sale at the proper temperature and environment.
Products must follow all TN Department of Agriculture regulations.

ARTISAN VENDORS

Local arts and crafts produced by the vendor are permitted for sale at the Market. All applicants
please include some photographs of your products with your application. No franchises or
independent distributors are allowed. Space is limited.

All products sold at the market must be locally produced/made in Robertson County or adjacent
counties.

GOVERNANCE

It is the responsibility of each vendor to abide by all state and federal regulations which govern the
sampling, production, labeling, or safety of the product the vendor offers for sale at the Robertson
County Farmers Market. Failure to comply may result in forfeiture of the vendor booth space. If the
vendors have any questions on this matter, the Tennessee Department of Agriculture Consumer and
Industry Services. Additional information: https://www.tn.gov/agriculture/consumers/food-safety/ag-
farms-farmers-markets.html

Most permits and certificates can be found through the TN Department of Agriculture website,
https://www.tn.gov/agriculture




Farm products requiring licenses include (but not limited to):

Eggs: An egg permit is not required. Cartons must be new with the name and contact information of
the grower. Eggs must be stored properly and vendors may only sell eggs that are held at 41 degrees
Fahrenheit. Eggs used in a booth display are not to be sold to customers, and a sign must be placed
at the display reading “For Display Only.”
Meat: Must be processed in a USDA certified facility. All meat products offered for sale must have the
USDA seal and be stored properly for the entirety of the market.
Honey: Honey processors who produce less than 150 gallons of honey per year are not required to
obtain a Regulatory Services Permit. All honey products must be labeled with contact information, net
weight and ingredients.
Dairy: All dairy products must come from a licensed dairy or be composed of pasteurized dairy
products from a licensed dairy. In addition, such foods must be stored at or below 41 degrees
Fahrenheit or frozen at point of sale. No raw milk will be sold for human consumption in Tennessee.
Plants: Vendors selling rooted plant materials must be inspected and certified by TDA before selling
their nursery materials. All rooted plants, berries, and herbs require a license. The exception to this rule
is cut flowers. A description of the various applications can be obtained from TDA Consumer and
Industry Services. Potential vendors must send a copy of their certificate to the market, as well as keep
a copy at his/her booth during each market. For additional information:
https://www.tn.gov/agriculture/businesses/plants/forms.html

For permits and certificates through the Tennessee Department of Agriculture

website, www.state.tn.us/agriculture/regulatory/permits.html

Food and food products must be packaged with proper labeling.

Food products must be held for sale at the proper temperature and environment as defined by

the food or food product.

All vendors selling products by weight must have certified scales in accordance with state law.
Proper labeling pertaining to organically grown produce and meats must be on hand. All products
listed as organic must be Certified Organic as defined by the USDA National Organic Program. If not
certified organic, the use of terms such as “naturally raised” or “grown without pesticide” is
allowed.

MARKET DAY RULES

The Robertson County Farmers Market will be open on Saturday from 8:00 am-12:00 pm from
May 6-August 26.

Space is limited. Vendors who book for the season will take precedence for booth

space. Vendors must set up in their assigned booth space.

Set up time begins at 7:00 AM on Saturday. The Farmers Market is open rain or shine.

Vendors must provide their own tables, chairs, tent, or other items needed for Market Day. Booth
spaces are approximately 12x12. Additional space is available for purchase.

Booth space may be reserved for all or part of the market season if paid in advance.

All displays, including umbrellas, tents, canopies, and signage must be securely anchored with
weights and must not extend beyond the limits of the assigned space. Anchors may not be placed in
concrete, fencing, buildings, or parking lots.

Electricity will be provided, but vendors are responsible for bringing their own extension cords.
All vendors must have their booths clean and empty no later than one hour beyond the closing
time.

Vendors who provide samples and/or products that will result in waste material, such as cups,
lids, spoons, etc. must provide containers for waste disposal.



e All food trucks must provide their own separate trash receptacle.

e Vendors must display a sign indicating their name and address, and any required certificates.

e Sales must be made in an orderly and business-like fashion. Shouting, hawking and other loud and
objectionable tactics of solicitation are not allowed. Profanity is not allowed. Loud radios are not
allowed.

e No fruit or vegetable products (sold for consumption) can be displayed directly on the ground/concrete.

e Each booth should be kept neat, clean, and free from offensive odors. Trash cans will be placed
throughout the market facility.

e If using scales, they must be certified by the Tennessee Department of Agriculture.

o Applicable sales tax is the responsibility of the vendor.

e Domestic pets are not allowed inside the market. Service animals are welcome.

e Signs, displays, tables, chairs, or shelves cannot remain at the market without prior approval.

e Smoking is not allowed inside the market. Alcohol is not allowed on the market property.

e Bikes, skateboards, scooters, or other means of recreational transportation are not allowed in the
market.

e The market is accessible for the disabled. All vendors should assist in making sure that the space is
kept safe and an accessible environment for all customers.

e Enforcement of market guidelines is the sole responsibility of the Robertson County Farmers Market
Committee. Any vendor who is found not in compliance with any of the above guidelines will receive a
verbal and written warning by the Robertson County Farmers Market Committee. Expulsion from the
market will result if the action is not corrected by the vendor.

e Pricing of goods sold at the market is the sole responsibility of the individual vendor.

e Fraudulent, dishonest, or deceptive merchandising or collusion to set prices among vendors may be
grounds for forfeiture of the right to do business of any kind in the market for a length of time to be
determined by the Market Committee.

e The sale of live animals is not allowed in the market.

e Soliciting of any kind is not allowed during Market without prior approval of the Robertson County
Farmers Market Committee. This includes advertising for other events or businesses by anyone not
associated with the Robertson County Farmers Market or Robertson County Fair Association and
distribution of information or product to vendors and/or customers.

e Inappropriate conduct or language towards other vendors, customers, or management of the market,
in person or by electronic media, will not be tolerated and may be grounds for immediate dismissal
from the market.

e Vendors who choose to bring children to the Market are asked to ensure that the conduct of the
minors are appropriate and not disruptive to customers or other vendors.

e Vendors are required to inform their workers at the Market of all rules and regulations and make sure
they abide by them.

HEALTH & SAFETY

e Proper labeling pertaining to organically grown produce and meats must be displayed. All products
listed as Organic must be Certified Organic as defined by the USDA National Organic Program. If not
certified organic, the use of terms such as “naturally raised” or “grown without pesticide” is allowed.

e Quality control is one of the most important factors in the Robertson County Farmers Market.
Routine inspections may be conducted. If your product is found unfit to sell at the Robertson County
Farmers Market, the Market President may ask you to discontinue sales of this item immediately.
Vendors who repeatedly attempt to sell unfit items or produce may be asked to leave the Market.



