The Black Kot

We have four things for you with this issue.

First, we have a new Regimental website.

Second, | have details on the last big event of the year, Mount Harmon, MD.

Third, there is a well-paid filming opportunity next spring for those who want to get on the big screen (again).
Fourth, the new website gives me an excuse to present the regimental history (as written by Major
H.G.Purdon) for June 1778 through December 1778, just so I can add it to the website.

NEW 64TH REGIMENTAL WEBSITE

It has been about 15 years since the 64th Regiment of Foot has had its own website. We have been getting
by with individual company webpages to represent the Regiment. As your regimental clark (e.g., Corporate
Secretary), | am pleased to report that this deficiency has been corrected, and that there is now a regimental
website. You may find it at: https://64thre

Who We Are What We Do Our Members




This website is a work in process and I invite members of the Regiment to help me with content and
design. Please look it over, and let me know what else you would like to see there. If you have any content
(photographs, articles, history, links to other sites), please send them on (to majorlxiv@frontiernet.net) and
[ will add them.

There are two important documents in the “Members” section. One is our official manual of drill and
exercise, A Compendium of Military Procedures (The Manual of 1764 Illustrated & Explained) by Major Larry
Bradbury, updated. Every soldier should be familiar with this, so download it and master it. Second is the
British Brigade Safety Regulations. Everyone needs to be familiar with this and sign the acknowledgement
page that you have read it and give that to your company commander to file.

OCT. 12-13 MT HARMON PLANTATION, EARLEVILLE, MD. BRITISH BRIGADE EVENT.

If you have a hankering for a large-scale event, this is your
remaining opportunity for the year. Although this is nota
Regimental event, it is the only British Brigade event that
many of us can get to this year. Several of us from the
Grenadier Company are attending and we invite you all to
join us. Let me know if I should add you to our registration.
This is one of the great sites on our schedule and we only get
there every four years or so.

[ need to know if anyone is arriving Thursday and/or
requesting to stay over Monday. (Mary and I are staying at a
lovely B&B nearby in Elkton, but [ will have tents set up for
daytime use.)

Mt. Harmon is very close to where Gen. Knyphausen
crossed over the Elk River, landing near the Cecil County
Courthouse. This event is “The Road to Brandywine.” This
program represents the war-long task of maintaining posts
in the colonies, and the ability of the American to harass,
skirmish, and fade away when challenged. The Scenario
Situation is that in Sept 1777, General Howe has sent part of
his army, under General Knyphausen, across the Elk River to
raid the area around Cecil County, Maryland. Part of this
raiding force has orders to establish a forward outpost,
gather supplies, and guard the landing area. In response to
the Crown actions, Washington has sent General Smallwood with some Continentals and the Maryland
state militia to counter the Crown foraging efforts.

The terrain at the site is awesome. The attacking force will
be in the open for a good bit, then hit dead ground about 200
yards out, with a covered approach all around the bottom of
the hill where the earthworks are posted. By the way, if you
think the earthworks and redoubts at The Battle of the Hook
were grand, they are dwarfed by the ones built at Mount
Harmon. The works are 100 feet long with three embrasures
for artillery, and have refused 10 foot wings on each end. In
addition, there is a smaller work on the far side of the pond
that our troops will be manning the entire weekend, as well as

= Lt N ‘ a couple of advance camps linking the outer works back to the
Here is a photo of the works as they are being | main camp.

dug by “the Royal Engineers.”

The site is pristine and the plantation house
is gorgeous. Make sure you take the tour.




This will be a large event, with about 600 in the field. The British Brigade Units registered are: Infantry
(in two Battalions): 1st Foot Guards, 4th Coy Brigade of Guards, HM Marines, 7th Regiment - L'estranges
Cov, 17th Regiment, 17th Regiment Light Infantry Cov, 23rd Regiment, 42nd Regiment Grenadier Cov, 43rd
Regiment, 64th Regiment, 84th Regiment, 1New Jersey Volunteers, King's Rangers, von Preuschenck's
Jagers, Regiment von Donop, Regiment von Bose, Regiment von Huyn, Hessian Guards Regiment, Jager
Companie von Roeder; Artillery: W Company RA, T Company RA, A Company RA Company, M Company
RA, Royal Irish Artillery; Horse: 17th Light Dragoons. Total of 208 men under arms, 36 officers, 13
musicians, 43 non-combatants. The Continental Line has over 400 registered.

One of the exciting programs we will be running at this event is “Pickets and Posts”, in which volunteers
will guard a number of posts between 11:00AM up to 2:30PM, right before the battle. The posts include: 1.
The bridge; 2. The tobacco prize house; 3. The wood trails around the pond; 4. The area near the old boat
house and old pier (there might still be remnants of earth works there); 5. The area (360) around the
earthworks; and 6. Boat crews taking soundings in the creek area. Crown units are encouraged to pack
food in their haversack for extended field service. The units will stand post at each site for approximately
30 minutes (hold, until relieved), then rotate on to the next site, in effect, becoming a patrol. American
patrols/skirmishers will test these posts, snipe, skirmish, etc. We will reverse this on Sunday, with the
Crown troops harassing American units.

We will also maintain sentries at the house side of our camp. (They may be engaged as well, but must
also greet the public to our camp, answer questions, etc.) The Camp Major may create a wood call unit—
tasked with gathering smaller firewood to be used in the camps by all. The sentries may, or may not be
challenged by local rebel patrols scouting the camp. The Camp Major will hold a reserve in camp to re-
enforce the sentries as needed.

There will also be a Works Detail starting Friday afternoon. We will form in camp, in fatigue clothes
(fatigue cap, checked shirt if you have one, waistcoat) and with appropriate entrenching tools (camp ax,
shovel, fascine knives, etc.). Work details can consist of making fascine bundles, fries, abbatis, etc.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS FRIDAY

9:00 a.m. School Programs (Ongoing on a Rotating Basis until 1:30 p.m.) (If anyone wants to help with
these, let me know ASAP.)

Afternoon - On-going improvement at the works - Jeff Blessing in command

4:00-8:00 p.m. Food vendors on site. Pulled pork, Ham and roast beef sandwiches, Chips and snacks,
Drinks. People are encouraged to eat on site!

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS SATURDAY

8:30AM - All cars out of camp

9:00AM - Officers/Units meeting at HQ - all units please send a representative - sign up for event activities
(e.g., Pickets and Posts, Camp Sentries, Work Details)

9:30AM - Command Officers/Battalion Adjutants and Sergeant Majors meeting at HQ

10:00 AM - Battalion Drill

10AM - 4PM 10:00 Colonial Marketplace Open

10:00am March into Camp of Continental Forces

11:00am On-going Patrols, Pickets and Posts/Camp Sentries/Work Details

11:30pm Kid’s Musket Drill - manor front field demo area

1:00pm Colonial Auction ~ Bidding welcome! Auction - at Sycamore tree, porch side of manor

1:30pm Artillery Demo - manor front field demo area

2:00pm - People of the Army - demo area (Education building) (Volunteers needed.)

2:30pm Armies Form

3:00pm Battle Reenactment Demonstration

On-going All Day Activities (Both Days): Food Court Open: across from plantation kitchen Colonial
Marketplace: manor front circle Hearth Cooking: plantation kitchen below manor Manor House Tours:



side entrance at porch Living History: camps and visitor center British & Continental Camp Life: camps
Children’s Crafts & Games: education center
4:30pm - Re-enactor Blanket sale - at flagpole
7:00PM - Jollification in the Mansion Boxwood Garden - Joint BB/CL social - adult and soft drink beverages
‘ will be served.

There is a joint British Brigade & Continental Line Jollification scheduled for Saturday night in the beautiful boxwood
garden, behind the mansion. The garden features new boxwoods, refurbished brick and lighting.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS SUNDAY

9:00 - Church Services - camps

10:00 Colonial Marketplace Open

10:00am On-going Patrols

11:30pm Kid’s Musket Drill - manor front field demo area
1:00pm Armies Form

1:30 Battle Reenactment Demonstration

3pm Site closes to public

The following are some of the vendors and sutlers that will be attending: Annapolis Mantua Maker, At
the Sign of Half Black Cat, Avalon Forge, Blue Cat Buttonworks, Burnley and Trowbridge, Chadds Ford
Canvas, Dirty Billy's Hats, Gary C. Beauregard, Gen-Nis-He-Yo Trading Company, Gossville Shoes,
Knightingales Rest, K Walters Sign of Gray Horse, Miriam's LLC/DBA Rang Rep, Oxford Earthen Ware, PJs
Trading, Rancocas Merchant, Revolution Wear, Roy Najecki, Soft Wind Speaking, Sullivan Press, and The
Tilted Crown.

ELIJAH AND GEORGE FILM - SPRING 2020

This film is being made in central Virginia in April and May 2020. The film portrays one young Elijah
Paterson and his adventures in the American War of Independence [AWI] including a meeting with George
Washington (http://ElijahandGeorge.com). The proposed film is dependent on securing funds which are
apparently not yet in hand, so there is some risk that this will not complete. None-the-less, if you wish to



be in this, you should apply now. They are looking for younger reenactors, but I believe that veterans
should not hesitate to apply-- makeup can work wonders. (Use some before you have your photograph
taken.) Although they hope to get people with TV and movie experience, don’t let this deter you. Quite a
few reenactors will be needed as they are filming battle scenes from the Battle of Monmouth, where the
64th was engaged. All filming will be in central Virginia within 45 minutes of Richmond, including Berkeley
Plantation. The initial “Casting Call” for reenactors, clothing and equipment requirements, tentative filming
schedule, and compensation is included on following pages of the document attached with this newsletter.
The film is paying reenactors $250-$300 a day for British soldiers and women (quite a few needed). See
the attached document for more information.

AN HISTORICAL SKETCH, BY MAJOR H.G. PURDON, PART 6 - JUNE 1778 TO DECEMBER 1778
(Note: illustrations have been added, and were not part of Major H. G. Purdon’s original work.)

Benson John Lossing, Our Country: A
Household History of the United States
for all Readers, From the Discovery of

America to the Present Time (1873)

https://revolutionarywar.us

On the 25th (of June 1778) the Army marched at an early hour,
the train being in front with its strong escort under Lieut.-General
Knyphausen. By this time Maxwell's Brigade had been sent on by
Washington to assist the New Jersey Militia in blocking the road in
front of the British, while Morgan, with 600 riflemen, swarmed on
their right flank, and Dickenson, with 700 or 800 on their left. The
rear Division of the Royal Army halted at the "Rising Sun" seven
miles from Allenstown, but Knyphausen, in spite of the intense
heat and deep sandy roads, pushed on with the train to within
four miles of Monmouth or Freehold. On the 26th he marched into
the latter place, and the First Division arrived soon after. The
whole Army rested on the 27th round Monmouth Court House, the
flanks being protected by pine woods, and the front by streams
and morasses. Soon after midnight Knypausen was sent on
towards Middleton with the train, which presently covered the
whole 11 miles of road between the latter place and Monmouth.
His escort (the Second Division) consisted of the 17th Light
Dragoons, 2nd Battalion Light Infantry, first and second British
Brigades, two Hessian Brigades, and some provincials. Cornwallis
followed at eight o'clock with the First Division or rearguard, and
was well on his way, - the heat even at that hour being intense -
when the enemy's columns were seen following in pursuit.
Meanwhile, on the 27th, Washington was between Cranbury and
Englishtown, and his advanced troops, consisting of 5,000 men
and 12 guns, under Major-General Lee, on the same date were at
Englishtown, six miles west of Monmouth. Washington wished to
bring on an action while the British were in the plain and before
they could reach the strong ground about Middleton; he
accordingly gave Lee orders to attack their rearguard on the
morning of the 28th, if they continued their retirement, in which
case he would march at daybreak and come to his support. Lee
moved forward in the morning. and about ten o'clock arrived at a
point about three-quarters of a mile north of Monmouth Court

House, from which position his forces commenced to descend into the plain. Clinton, seeing the enemy
coming down on him with strong bodies of troops on each flank, as if they intended to envelope the column,
considered that the best way of protecting the convoy was to attack before Washington's main body could
arrive on the scene of action. He therefore gave Cornwallis orders to countermarch his Division and deploy,
which the latter soon complied with. The troops advanced in the following order:—On the left the two
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battalions of English Grenadiers, the Guards in the centre, and the first Light Infantry on the right. Two
brigades of infantry followed as a second line; the third Brigade, consisting of the 15th, 17th, 42nd, and
44th Regiments, under Major-General Grey, was on the right; the fourth Brigade, composed of the 33rd,
37th, 46th, and 64th Regiments, on the left, the latter supporting the Grenadiers. The fifth Brigade,
commanded by Brigadier-General Leslie, and the Hessian Grenadiers, were in rear; the Queen's Rangers
moved on the right flank, and the 16th Light Dragoons on the left. The artillery opened fire, and the Guards

https://en.wikipdia.org/wiki/EmnuI Leutze,

Washington Rallying the Troops at Monmouth, 1857

and Grenadiers advanced, but the Americans did not
stand long, as it seems General Lee, after giving some
inconsistent orders, retired over a morass (East
Ravine) and commenced a retreat which soon
resembled a rout. About two miles west of Monmouth
Court House - between the West and Middle Ravines -
the retreating troops were met by Washington, who
halted, and formed them across the road leading from
Monmouth to Englishtown, under General Wayne. The
pursuing first line of the British crossed the Middle
Ravine, and soon the fighting became warm.

Wayne had posted some of his troops behind an
orchard fence and in some loop-holed farm buildings,
just south of the road, and about 400 yards north-west
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Attack of the Grenadiers on Wayne's position, by Alonzo Chappel, in Battles of the United States, Henry Dawson (1858)

of the Parsonage, and this position was attacked by the Grenadiers, under Lieut.-Colonel Monckton. The
latter crossed the fence, and were twice repulsed. Then the Colonel harangued the 2nd Grenadiers - which
included those of the 64th Regiment - and placing himself at their head led them to a final assault. But they
were met by a deadly fire from the loopholed buildings, and at the same time being enfiladed by a battery
on their left, the attack failed, and Lieut.-Colonel Monckton with many of his men fell. [It is stated that the
Grenadiers advanced to the attack 'with so much precision that a cannon ball, which took the muskets of a
platoon in flank, disarmed every man'.] Washington's main body had by this time arrived, and he extended
it in some strong ground, on each side of the road, with a marshy
hollow in front (West Ravine); this position was about half a mile
in rear of that occupied by Wayne. The troops under the latter
commander were subsequently forced back, or retired on their
main body behind the West Ravine, and the British Artillery took
up a position on the ground they abandoned. About this time the
third Brigade, from the second line, moved forward towards the
enemy's left, and the first Light Infantry and Queen's Rangers had
pushed so far forward on the right that they actually turned it.
The fighting had lasted continuously from one to half-past five
o'clock, and the heat was so excessive that nearly half the number

Benson John Lossing, Our Country: A of deaths on the British side were caused by sunstroke. [Lord
Household History of the United States Carlisle was told that several of Clinton's men "ran mad" from the
for all Readers, From the Discovery of heat. A number of unwounded soldiers were found dead under the

America to the Present Time (1873) Alder bushes along a rivulet, where they had crawled for shade
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and water.] The Americans also lost many from the same cause, but their clothing, it seems, was lighter, and
many had dispensed with the greater part of it. Clinton was now out-numbered, his men were exhausted,
and had fired away the greater part of their ammunition; however, he had gained his object - the safety of
the convoy - so he withdrew his troops over a mile to a strong defensive position behind the "Middle
Ravine," with a stream on each flank. When the British moved back, the first Light Infantry and Queen's
Rangers - whose impetuosity had carried them so far forward on the right - were ordered to rejoin the
main body, but some of the Americans had repassed the "West Ravine" and occupied ground which would
have interfered with their retirement. It therefore became necessary to drive the enemy from the position
they had taken up, and this was accomplished by the 1st Guards and the 33rd Regiment, which latter had
been brought up from the right of the fourth Brigade; these troops held the ground as a rearguard until the
light corps had been safely withdrawn. The weary men bivouacked on the ground to which they had
retired, but their rest was short, as the retreat to Middleton had to be carried out without delay, so the first
regiment moved quietly away at ten o'clock, and by twelve midnight all had left except some of the more
severely wounded. Washington knew nothing of the silent retirement of the British; he had intended to
renew the action in the morning, but finding Clinton had got such a start, he despaired of overtaking him,
before he had reached the strong ground about Middleton, so he gave up the idea of pursuing, and retired
to the Hudson.

Clinton halted on the 29th and 30th about Middleton, and on the 1st July arrived without the loss of a
wagon at Novesink, a highland near Sandy Hook. The fleet had already arrived at the latter place, and here
the Army, with its great following, embarked on July 5th, and sailed for New York.

The British losses at Monmouth were as follows:- 1 Lieut.-Colonel, 1 Captain, 2 Lieutenants, 4 Sergeants,
and 55 rank and file killed; 3 Sergeants and 58 rank and file died of heat and fatigue; 1 Colonel, 1 Lieut.-
Colonel, 1 Major. 7 Captains, 5 Lieutenants, 7 Sergeants, 148 rank and file wounded; 3 Sergeants and 61
rank and file missing; but Washington stated that his men buried 249 of the British on the field.



The muster rolls of the Grenadier Company of the 64th show three men Kkilled on the 28th June, the
number of wounded is not given. The 2nd Grenadier Battalion sustained the following casualties:- 1 Lieut.-
Colonel, 1 Lieutenant, 2 Sergeants, and 18 rank and file killed; 9 rank and file dead from fatigue; 1 Major, 2
Captains, 5 Lieutenants, 2 Sergeants, and 46 rank and file wounded, and 10 rank and file missing. The
battalion companies of the 64th lost four men from heat and fatigue, and one missing. The 33rd Regiment,
which was the only battalion of the fourth Brigade actively engaged, had two rank and file killed, two
wounded, and four missing. In the 37th Regiment two rank and file died of fatigue, and one was missing.
The 16th Regiment had no casualties. The third Brigade had several killed and wounded. The fifth Brigade
had only one man wounded, but these brigades lost men from fatigue and had some missing. More than half
the losses at Monmouth were sustained by the 1st Battalion of the Guards, and the two Grenadier
Battalions. Washington reported his loss at 58 killed, 161 wounded, and 131 missing. The desertions
during the retreat were numerous; within a fortnight after leaving Philadelphia 600 men of the British
Army were back in the place, over two-thirds of this number being Hessians. The 64th lost few prisoners, if
any, during the retreat, only twelve fell into the hands of the Americans during the year.

After their return north the battalion companies of the 64th Regiment were quartered at Bedford, Long
Island, where their muster rolls for the half-year ending the 24th June, 1778, were signed on the 28th July.
The Grenadiers were also stationed on Long Island, and the Light Company at Cripples Bush Camp. The
muster rolls of the latter companies were signed at the above places on the 7th August. In these rolls Lieut.-
Colonel the Hon. Alexander Leslie (Brigadier-General in the Army - and appointed Major-General on 19th
February, 1779) is shown as doing duty with the fifth Brigade, and Captain Lewis as an acting Brigade
Major.

Lord Howe had hardly seen Clinton's Army safely landed in New York when he had to hasten back to the
fleet, which was anchored behind the Bar off Sandy Hook. Count d'Estaing had arrived outside on the 11th
July with a superior number of ships, carrying 1,000 soldiers, but after lingering eleven days south of the
Bar, without attempting to cross it, in order to engage the British fleet, he sailed for Newport on Rhode
Island. It had been arranged to make a combined land and sea attack on the British garrison in the latter
place, which numbered barely 1,000 men, under Sir Robert Pigot. The American General Sullivan had
collected some 10,000 men, mostly Militia, with which he crossed over to the island on which Newport
stood, and made preparations to besiege the place. D'Estaing got his ships into the bay behind the on
August 8th, and landed his 1,000 soldiers to aid in the siege. Sir Robert Pigot was now in a very critical
position, but fortunately Lord Howe, who had followed the French fleet, appeared with his ships off the
harbour, on the 9th August, and d'Estaing, having re-embarked his troops, put out to meet him next day.
However, a storm came on which
dispersed both fleets, and Howe was
obliged to return to New York to refit,
while the French Admiral only looked
in at Newport to inform the Americans
that it was necessary for him to sail to
Boston, in order to have his ships
repaired, and refused to land his
troops, although urged to do so.

General Sullivan, who had
commenced the siege on the 15th
August, was very indignant at
d'Estaing's conduct, and on hearing of
the departure of the French fleet, most

of the American Militia returned home.
The British occupation of Newport, December 8th of 1776 Sullivan was therefore obliged to raise
https.//www.redwoodlibrary.org/blog/Iwhite/2016/12/08/british-

occupation-newport

the siege, but retired to a strong
position in the north end of the island,




where he was followed by Pigot, and a sharp action took place on August 29th. Next morning the American
Commander, hearing that the British fleet was again approaching, recrossed to the mainland in order to
avoid a surrender. Lord Howe had sailed for Newport as soon as his ships were ready for sea; he had
General Clinton and 5,000 troops on board, including the 33rd, 42nd, 16th, and 64th Regiments, under
Major-General Grey; the latter corps embarking at the east end of Long Island. The fleet dropped anchor in
Newport harbour on August 3lst, a few hours after Sullivan had escaped to the mainland.

The British commander, having been disappointed in not cutting off the Americans, decided to send an
expedition to destroy the privateers in the Acushnet River - some 25 miles east of Newport, in Plymouth
County - together with a number of prizes which they had lately taken. The command of the expedition
devolved on Sir Charles Grey; it consisted of the 1st Batt. Light Infantry, 1st Batt. Grenadiers, the 33rd,
42nd, 16th, and 64th Regiments, and the service was most effectually performed. The troops were landed
on the banks of the Acushnet River on the evening of the 5th September, and so rapidly did they carry out
the work of destruction that by noon the next day they were all re-embarked, having in the meantime burnt
more than 70 sail, and a number of buildings at New Bedford filled with provisions and stores of all kinds.
They also destroyed a fort on the east side of the river, mounting 11 pieces of heavy cannon, blew up the
magazine, and burnt the barracks. The loss sustained was only one man killed, four wounded, and 16
missing; the 64th had one man wounded.

The fleet next proceeded to the island called Martha's Vineyard, which lay some 20 miles to the
southward, where the British burnt several vessels, and made the inhabitants furnish a contribution of
10,000 sheep and 300 oxen, and with these seasonable provisions the expedition returned to New York.
The British commander in the latter city, having received information that 700 Militia were cantoned in the
neighbourhood of Hackensack, decided to surprise them. A body of troops accordingly was drawn from
New York and Long Island, and landed at Paulus Hook, in New Jersey, on the 23rd or 24th September. This
force, consisting of the 2nd Light Infantry, 2nd Grenadiers, 33rd and 64th Regiments, under Major-General
Grey, marched after 9 pm on the 27th, and between one and two o'clock on the morning of the 28th arrived
near the enemy's cantonments. The 2nd Light Infantry was in advance, supported by the 2nd Grenadiers;
six companies of the Light Infantry had been detached under Major Straubenzee to make a detour, while six
companies under Major Maitland kept the road, and captured the enemy's patrol of a sergeant and 12 men,
who evidently were unable to give any alarm.

Major Straubenzee meanwhile moved on, and surprised about 100 Virginian Dragoons in a village;
Lieut.-Colonel Baylor, their commanding officer, and the Major were mortally wounded; another officer
was Kkilled, besides a number of the men who resisted. Major Maitland's companies came on the scene soon
after, and completed the discomfiture of the enemy. The troops lay on their arms until daybreak, when the
Grenadiers and Light Infantry had a skirmish with a company of Militia. The latter, having lost several killed
and wounded, retreated to Tappan, pursued by the Light Infantry; only one man of the latter corps was
killed on this service.

In November the British forces in America were reduced by 5,000 men, as Sir Henry Clinton was ordered
to send that number to the West Indies. The military operations in the North were subsequently of little
importance; the British occupied New York and Newport, while Washington distributed his troops from
Long Island Sound to West Point, and from there to Middlebrook, forming a semi-circle round New York.

The muster rolls of the battalion companies of the 64th regiment for the half-year ending the 24th
December, 1778, were signed at Paulus Hook, on the New Jersey shore - just west of New York - on the 2nd
February, 1779. The Light Company was stationed at Southampton, Long Island, and the Grenadiers at
Jamaica, Long Island, where their muster rolls were signed on the 29th December, 1778. The average
strength of the companies was 46.

Yours truly,

Michael Grenier



