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NOVEMBER 2025

From The Pastor

What is there to observe? Why celebrate what
happened in the past, whether a birthday, a
Christening, a wedding, or the 75th
anniversary of the Good Shepherd
Lutheran?

Cicero said it first. Much later,

George Roche explained it in A World
Without Heroes: "Men without a past are
forever children, easily manipulated and
enslaved.” Neither man spoke specifically to
spiritual roots, but their words have great
relevance for the people of The Good Shepherd in 2025.

As we shortly enter into the 75th Anniversary celebration
year it is increasingly apparent that, by and large, members of The Good Shepherd are
not well informed about the history of the congregation. In looking forward to the 75"
anniversary year some expressed hope that observing our threescore-and-fifteen-year
anniversary would lead us as a congregation to a new appreciation of why The Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church was formed and of our heritage.

YESTERDAY, the charter members of the congregation in 1950 realized that under
the blessing of God, they would be able to do His work far better together than any of
them could do it alone. Indeed, without a congregation, would there be a church building
offering Word and Sacrament ministry to the community? Or Bible studies and Sunday
school to educate the laity? Or a Choir that does such a magnificent job helping all to
sing praises to our God, like no other in Midwest City?

And what of our confessional heritage, centered in the saving work of Jesus Christ
as our Sin-bearer, as we know that Gospel from Holy Scripture? Go where you will in the
Midwest City religious community of 2025, and the name "The Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church" bespeaks a congregation set on being faithful to God’s Word and to "know
nothing except Jesus Christ and Him crucified." (1 Corinthians 2:2)

True itis — and it has been said again and again — we thank God for the past, but
we dare not live in the past. An anniversary must be more than remembering who we
are and where we came from. It must be, and pray God will be, a launching pad to the
future.

And right there, TODAY, will be where the rubber hits the road as we celebrate
during this anniversary year, especially during this anniversary month — where The Good
Shepherd Lutheran will be putting on an anniversary weekend, a celebration reception,
dedicating a lawn cross, putting out a digital pictorial history, kitchen renovations. Will
our future combine theological fidelity with evangelistic zeal, concerned not only with the
truth but also with the determination to bring the truth of God's blessed plan of salvation
in Christ to "the outermost ends of the earth"? (Acts 1:8)

In the organization of our congregation, God blended the formal theological training
of Germans with the missionary fervor of others to give us what we have today.

How disastrous if we were ever to sacrifice concern for theological purity on the altar
of statistical growth! And how distressing, on the other hand, if we were to glory in what
we have and then fail to bring the message of the Savior to all those for whom He shed
His blood and earned the joy of heaven!

Truly, TOMORROW, we who have been so blessed with the abiding treasure of the
Gospel should be the most innovative, the most progressive, the most aggressive, in
shouting to the world: Jesus Christ is Lord!

In Walking with God - yesterday, today, and tomorrow - use these anniversary days
to that end and thus to His glory!

November 16, 2

- Pacstor Simpoon
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

NOVEMBER 2,2025

set your clocks back an hour

_ fn;mn.\umum:
IRAMS) JHAPPY,
e \IETERANS DAY
Nov. 10

—— HONORING ALL WHO SERVED =
11-11-25 No SCHOOL

11:30a-12:30p School Gym

| November 16, 2025 |

Plan to join us for our big celebration for the
75th Anniversary
of
The Good Sheperd Lutheran Church
10:30 am Worship,
Noon— Thanksgiving meal followed by Program.

Thanksgiving Holiday

fl;l"‘(ll‘l AHEFHERD
m Nov. 24-28
NO SCHOOL
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75" Anniversary Celebration

November 16, 2025

“Led and Fed by The Good Shepherd for 75 years”
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God has Blessed us as The Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in
e Good Shaphiond Luthoren Chuseh Midwest City, OK since 1950. These Blessings have been
Celebmnﬂg 7 5 Yeafs showered upon us, our previous forefathers and foremothers
SR who had the earnest desire to establish an LCMS Congregation
e 14 002 in Midwest C@_._'God has been with us, our ups, and our downs,
in blesslngﬁ\é'se' efforts in mission and ministry to not only the
members and their children, but to the whole community of Midwest City and Eastern
Oklahoma County. Please join us as together we give thanks for God’s bountiful blessings in
sharing/teaching/preaching His Word of love and forgiveness to a multitude of people. We

have been “Led and fed by the Good Sh’owgigq Christ.”
Gi

Please Prayerfully Consider a Thap_ i _ o God for His Blessings: Asking His Continued
Blessings, as we endeavor to ¢ r}ﬁnuazﬂib;‘s-\q;gl_ in shari Crucified with our members, our
friends, and neighbors in our con

We have prayed and been led to s of e t ree projects as a 75" Anniversary Gift of
Thanksgiving at The Good Shepherd Lutheran C j,

+» An Outside Entrance Cross

ltis our Prayer that you will als
new/updated items to; w
be led joyfully in

KEEBEEEEEEEEnnsnnnes

§
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A VITA A R

Greetings in the name of Jesus, our Good Shepherd,

It is our joy and delight to extend an invitation to you for our
upcoming 75™ Anniversary of the beginning of The Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church, Midwest City, Oklahoma. The members are
honored and thrilled to invite you to this momentous event. Please
note below: Confirmation Reunion Info noted in red font. Just for you, we are holding
a Jr. Confirmation Reunion on Scfurday thc day before the Anniversary Celebration.
Come jOiﬂ with all our Tellc .

" What: 75™ Anni
Midwest

i
X )

o3

The Delta Marriott Hotel link is:
Church 75th Anniversary

Help us plan for your attendance. Please send your name and cell number with the
number in your party (ages of your children if applicable) to attend as soon as possible to:
Jackie (Casey) Dusavitch, j_dusavitch@hotmail.com or text 405-482-0905
definitely by November 5, 2025. Thank youl
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry — lcms.org/stewardship Newsletter Article

Harmonious Stewardship

¢

or as in one body we have many members,
and the members do not all have the same function, so we, though many,

are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another”
(Romans 12:4-5).

One of the most forgotten concepts in stewardship is the interdependent nature that makes up the Body of
Christ and the way that body supports the shared work of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. This is experienced in
the local congregation, as well as in broader mission and ministry efforts at the district and Synod levels.
Yet in these words, St. Paul reminds the Romans and us that we are indeed members of one another.
This is true in our worship. It is also true in our stewardship of the Gospel. Stewards of all shapes and sizes,
ages and abilities, affluence and influence are all assembled around
Word and Sacrament in the local congregation with no one being more important than the other.

Part of this forgetting lies in what the eyes see and how our human mind operates. Our eyes and our minds
are quick to come to the erroneous conclusion that the person who writes the biggest check is the more
important steward. Human logic, flawed by sin as it is, could make a claim that the youngest child or the

most infirm, aged member of the congregation would certainly be considered something less than
important when it comes to the stewardship of the Gospel.

Paul makes it clear in these words that this is not how stewardship of the Gospel is measured in the Body
of Christ. Rather, it would be better to view local stewardship like the lost art of harmony in
congregational singing. This has been lost not only due to the performative nature of the lead singers
of the local praise team, but also because modern hymnals are written to almost force the novice
hymn-singer into unison voice. Creative harmonization by talented organists is beautiful to listen to,
but does not always support the people in the pews in singing in parts.

This is a loss in demonstrating a very practical aspect of whole-body stewardship.

The sound that builds when choral and congregational singers settle into their voice parts is nothing
short of heavenly! Yet when altos, tenors and bass sing their individual parts without any
concept of how they fit together, the music doesn’t sound as powerful.

The narrow range of the typical alto line almost sounds monotonous.

The tenor line can get painfully high, and the base line can get uncomfortably low.

But, when interdependently entwined, along with the melody that is so often carried by the sopranos,
the music becomes a tremendously powerful tool in communicating the Gospel.
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The same is true of individual stewards. Certainly, stewards with more financial means arein a
unique place to “carry the tune” for ministry in a local congregation.
But that doesn’t rule out the faithful stewardship of the saint-like 94-year-old Hulda, who prayed
for her young pastor in German every night while the aches and pains of arthritis and
the grief of losing a daughter to cancer kept her awake. This does not rule out Jimmy, the profoundly
developmentally disabled confirmand whose basic but dramatically eloquent

confession of the faith left an impression on a congregation long after he went to be with Jesus.
It doesn’t rule out the single parent, the recovering addict,
the family coming out of bankruptcy, the elderly widow and

everyone in between.

The Lord has entrusted all the baptized with stewardship of the one thing needful:
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

No one member of any congregation is more important than another when it comes to this stewardship.
The biggest check isn’t always the best way to communicate the Gospel. In fact, it is almost always better
communicated with the widow’s mite, the tenacious stewardship of the talents and so much more.

In the local congregation and beyond, our corporate stewardship of the Gospel needs each other to fill out

our great confession. It is not about equal amount. It is about interdependence that only the Holy Spirit can

work! Each of us has a role to play, a harmony to sing. The standard for that role is faithfulness.

We do not have the same function, but we have the same Jesus!

As we sing the parts entrusted to us by the Holy Spirit, the sweet music of the Gospel goes out!
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A Night in Bethlehem

At A Night in Bethlehem, the children will

explore the city at the time of Jesug’ birth.
Through hands-on experiences they'll find out
about the most important baby ever—and learn
that Jesus came to save us!

A Night in Bethlehem will be presented at
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
on Friday, December 5, from 5 pm to 7 pm

We invite you to be a part of this amazing evening as the children stroll through
the streets of Bethlehem vigiting Bethlehem Bakery, the Metal Shop, the
Carpentry Shop, the Scribe’s Tent, the Pottery Shed, the Painter’s Hut—and
most importantly, the stable where they will find Mary and Joseph,

and the Baby Jesus!

Pleage see Ms Dana for
registration forms.
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Update on Millie

“Today marks the start of Millie’s big treatment that she receives every 12 weeks.
She had her spinal chemo, more chemo through her port,
and will continue her daily oral chemo.
This also begins her 5-day steroid pulse.
Please keep our girl in your prayers.
These steroid days can be especially tough on her little body.

After today, Millie only has two more spinal procedures before she rings the bell in April!

When she was first diagnosed, 2.5 years of treatment felt like a lifetime away.
But here we are, finally nearing that finish line.
Millie’s journey is never lost on us, and we are endlessly grateful that she is here,
thriving, and continuing to shine so brightly.

Please continue to pray for her strength, healing,
and that her cancer would never, ever return.
We are holding tightly to gratitude and hope as we finish out this chapter strong.

Send Newsletter Information to secretary@gslok.org
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Our program year kicked off on August 18th, and we're excited for all that God has in store for our troop this year. We
currently have 9 Woodlands Trailmen (ages 5-10) and 1 Navigator (ages 11-14). The Woodlands boys have been hard at
work on their Heritage Branches, Sports & Fitness, and will soon dive into Science & Technology.

a5 CAMPOUT HIGHLIGHTS

Lake Arcadia

Our first campout of the year included hiking, fishing, storytelling, and outdoor skills. The Navigator worked on
Pioneering, even making a flagpole! The troop also held a Flag Retirement Ceremony, honoring multiple U.S.
flags with a ceremonial burning.

Red Rock Canyon
Our second campout featured hiking and more skill practice, helping our boys grow stronger in outdoor
adventure.

Special Trip: All-American Campout

One Trailman and his dad traveled to College Station, TX for the All-American Campout at the GI Museum,
joining about 400 Trailmen. They were hosted by Troop OK-0098 (Broken Bow, OK) and enjoyed activities like
Archery, BB guns, Tomahawk toss, Monkey Bridge, Tug-O-War, Dog Tag Stamping, Gaga Ball, Shotgun Trap, and
even an outdoor showing of Cars!

It was a memorable time, and we hope to return next year!

Send Newsletter Information to secretary@gslok.org
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T Upcoming Events
+« November — Campout at Wichita Wildlife Refuge

= November 17, 2025 — Troop 3rd Anniversary! &=
We started with just 3 boys, and now we've tripled in size!
We're also excited to welcome our newest Trailmen: Enzo, Liam, and
Daniel!
We hope to have a new Mavigator scon — Blaze!

= January - Joint Lock-in with Troop OK-0339 at the Good Shepherd Family
Life Center

Trail Life is more than a program — it's a family! Our boys, dads, leaders, and even moms and grandmas are pitching in.

+ Trail Moms

o Mrs. Linda Williamson: Our original Trail Mom, with us since the beginning! She’s the
mother of one of our founding Trailmen, serves as church secretary, and runs the sound
booth during Wednesday Chapel.

Trail Mom o Mrs. Laura Haggerty: She is already giving 110%! She’s working on promotional material
OK-4077 for the Troop and our Charter (Good Shepherd Congregation) to hand out at Halloween.
-

= Troop Committee Members
o Troop Chaplain = Mr. Richard Braly has agreed to help our boys with their Worthy Life Awards!

o Membership Chair — Mrs. Brenda Johnson: Grandma to one of our Trailmen and now part of our
Recruitment Team!

o Registered Adult Leader — Mr. Jeff Teel will soon take on a Troop Leadership Role (TBD)

We are so thankful for all the ways families serve together to make this troop strong.

Reauger's
Rawmblings

Since the beginning of Trail Life Troop OK-4077, it has been my pleasure to serve as the Woodlands
Ranger. From the troops inception with only three boys, we have gone on numerous adventures.
Many of these are just adventures and growth of the boys through their learning, new skills, improving their abilities and
deepening their faith. The boys have participated by assisting a disabled veteran with yard work, joining in Midwest
City’s cleanup day and marching in the Veterans Day parade. They have helped around the church, gone on several

Send Newsletter Information to secretary@gslok.org
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campouts, hikes and other weekend adventures which we call Hit the Trail.

The growth we have seen in the boys since the inception of the troop is remarkable. They have gone from being shy and
very guiet to answering questions and stepping up to help without prompting. The Trailmen have launched 2-liter bottle
rockets, had water gun battles, practiced archery, slingshots, and bb-guns. There have been mountains climbed, bridges
crossed, tents pitched, fires built, and of course there have been 5'mores. Museums have been toured. The boys have
learned how to work together, through our weekly lessons, and our firewood fundraiser. have completed their core
branches and Sylvan stars at the Fox, or Mountain Lion levels. Some have completed the Walk Worthy award. Rising to
the Navigator rank allows the Trailmen to take on junior leadership roles. And they all have grown, maybe as much as
their leaders.

Ranger Jim
Walk Worthy!

MARY AND
THE BLUE DOG

One good thing about being old is that you remember
things which younger people never experienced, and some of
those memories might even be true and accurate. | was a
teenager when the “folk revival” passed through the music scene in the mid-sixties. We all learned to play the guitar or
banjo and tried to sound like The Kingston Trio or Peter, Paul and Mary. Unfortunately for me, | sounded more like Bob

Dylan. At any rate, we all learned dozens of folk songs.

There was a phenomenon in two of the songs which has always interested me: Two folk songs, “Oh Mary Don't
You Weep” and “Old Blue,” both had lyrics about three links of chain. And to compound the similarity, in each song, each
link of chain was inscribed with the word, “Jesus.” Why was it that a deep south gospel and a mountain tribute to a
hunting dog would have the same lyric? As with most true folk music, the versions shifted with the passage of time and
the singer, but as | learned the words, one said, “Now Mary had three link of chain / and on each link was Jesus’ name /
Pharach’s army got drownded / Oh Mary don't you weep.” And the other
said, "Old Blue died / and he died so hard. / Buried him in my back yard ./
Lowered him down with three link of chain / every link had Jesus’ name.”

¥ou will not find the phrase “three links of chain” in the Bible, with
or without Jesus’ name being on the links. You can find “a cord of three
strands” in Ecclesiastes 4:12. But the number three is found throughout the
Good Book hundreds of times, from the three crosses at Calvary to the
thrice repeated, “holy, holy, holy.” There are three temptations, three days in

the tomb, Peter’s three denials and later three affirmations of love of lesus, three days in the whale’s belly, and three
angels delivering messages. The list goes on and on. My personal favorite triad is found in 1 Corinthians 13: "And now
these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.” | included the chapter in almost every
wedding ceremony | performed over twenty-five years.

Send Newsletter Information to secretary@gslok.org

13



But what is the true, everlasting genesis of the number three? Surely it is God himself. Surely it is the Father, the
Son and the Holy Spirit. Could it be anything different? If this is so, then the three links of chain are the Trinity itself, and
the name of the Son on each link refers to God. As for why a hound dog has a chain with God inscribed on the links, as a
lover of dogs, | ask you: Could it be heaven without them?

JBC aka THE JUDGE

Parent/Leader Testimonial

Why should you choose Trail Life USA?
One of the best lessons you can learn in life is success through unity.

Trail Life USA teaches boys how to work together and be good Americans as
. well as give a good foundation of Biblical Beliefs. The scripture that Trail Life
/' draws its identity from is: Colossians 1:10 that you may walk worthy of the

A:Sy.

Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God.

The Trail Life Motto is: Walk Worthy 0

The boys learn Patriotism, Heritage, ( ( WA L K w RT H I ) )
Leadership and other valuable

lessons and skills that can help them as they grow. But that’s not all, Trail Life USA is geared for parental
invalvement/interaction with your son as he walks his trail from a little boy to a young man as you build a relationship

with him. As a Trail Life USA Trail Guide and grandfather, | have had the pleasure of working with my two grandsons as
they have been walking their trail with the other boys.

l invite you to check us out.

Adam Sanchez - rarent & Troop Trail Guide

ARE YOU READY FOR RDVENTURE? sign-up now!

If you're interested in joining our troop, we would love to have you!

® Troop Meetings: Mondays @ 5:30pm in the Good Shepherd Fellowship Hall
(SW corner of the Main Church Building)
2 Contact Van, Pastor Simpson, or the Church Secretary to get connected.

TrailLife has been a blessing for our boys, dads, leaders, and families — and
we're excited to keep growing together!

Thank you for supporting TrailLife Troop OK-4077!
Together, we're raising young men to honor God, serve others, and grow strong in character and leadership.

Send Newsletter Information to secretary@gslok.org
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OPERATION

We are collecting Shoe Boxes and item donations for

Q.

A “WOW” item
Doll

Large toy

Soccer ball and pump
Stuffed animal
Musical instrument
Large toy truck or car

Personal Care Items
Comb or brush
Toothbrush

Washcloth

Fun adhesive bandages
Eating utensils

Nail clipper and file

School Supplies
Pencil and sharpener
Pencil case

Erasers

Pens

Crayons

Markers
Notebooks

Index cards
Calculator

Scissors

Ruler

Glue stick

Small adhesive tape

Clothing & Accessories
Clothing & undergarments
Flip-flops or shoes

Cold weather items
Sunglasses

Bags, backpacks, purses
Hair accessories

Hats

Wristwatch or jewelry
Flashlight

Crafts and Activities
Puzzles

Binoculars

Compass

Chalkboard and Chalk
Fishing Kit

Jump rope

Coloring books or pads
Dry watercolor set
Playdough

Stickers

Craft kits or colorful rope/twine
Books or picture books

Toys

Ball, frisbee, building blocks,
Finger puppets, slinky,

Yo-Yo, Magnets, Kaleidoscope,
interactive toys,

other small toys and figures

Operation Christmas Child.

Place your contributions in
the box provided in the
Fellowship Hall by
Wednesday, November
14th.

&
AmiK
Y
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NovembGer

2025

11/9 Matt & Kara McNair
11/9 Chuck & Erlinda Murphy

o
D

BAPTISMAL ANNIVERSARY

BAPTISMAL ANNIVERSARIES

.

/

(4

Y ‘
St

11/7
11/9
11/9
11/9
11/11
11/11
11/12
11/13
11/17
11/18
11/19

John Powell

Jo Chesher
Martin Harke
Bonnie Wood
Norma Schwarz
Sandi Snelling
Zachary Guillotte
Londyn McNair
Josh Guillotte
Van Guillotte
Debbie Hudson

11/1

11/7

11/9

11/10
11/13
11/15
11/16
11/19
11/20
11/20
11/20
11/22
11/22
11/23

Van Guillotte

Jim Tanner

Jackie Dusavitch
Steve Pendley
Marian Stanfill
Sarah Jensen
Kathy Anderson
Janice Grundmann
Gayle Brown
Sarah Cunningham
Diana Grundmann
Ed Brown

Avery McNair
Kiyoko Harke
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Send Newsletter Information to secretary@gslok.org


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pGFlNVfqSAASRfAsRjnpdHcIulOX0T6yXcqcdMSRSMOQqrKAtNZN-Cm_u1REJ9ZfDVkxyN8_X96TEZGNy_UHho7_1ULc_fjmwioKfc-dq4MnfjmE8VFVGhCLPsiqxG9iDzAOZnEQNURGy6TI2cjQ3_WUnPQKmUG1Pr3k9N0Tqa8=&c=ykmQhj46hh2sIZLtM2yrtfop0pyCCxhWhMHBYgIRHsifD-qYQwwEb

