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Reformation Day is sometimes treated as merely a nod to 
history for those who claim Luther’s legacy. But the great 
Reformation is not about recalling a hero. It is about 
reclaiming the Gospel in our own time. The once and 
eternal call is to “fear God and give Him glory” (Revelation 
14:7). This fear is nothing less than faith, although it is 
more. It is respect for the Law that condemns our sin and 
trust in the Gospel that forgives us. It is reverence before 
the God who could have settled for being just but instead 
chose to be merciful. With joy, we 
claim the heritage and enjoin the 
responsibility of keeping this faith 
pure, vigorously proclaiming this faith 
both within and outside the company 
of the faithful. 
 
It is easy to underestimate the 
darkness of that time prior to the 
Reformation. It is just as easy to 
underestimate the darkness in our own day. On this day, we 
do not simply recall an event but the work of God recalling 
His Church to the eternal Gospel. We proclaim with clarity 
that justification by grace through faith is not some Lutheran 
quirk but is the message of Christ, affirmed by Paul and 
kept in trust by the Church down through the centuries as 
our greatest treasure. Just as the world long ago needed to 
hear the Church proclaim in an unwavering voice Jesus 
Christ and His payment for our sin, so does our world long 
for the true freedom bestowed by grace and grasped by 
faith. 
 

    — Pastor Simpson 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

       OCTOBER SCHOOL EVENTS 

 

3 Pep Rally 2:45p-3:15p / School Gym 

17  39th Annual Golf Benefit / 7:00a— 1pm  
        John Conrad Golf Course—Midwest City  NO SCHOOL 
 
20  Fall Break / NO SCHOOL 
 
30  Trunk or Treat 6:30p– 8:30p  School Parking Lot 

 

BRINGING THE VACCINE TO YOU! 

Sunday October 26 

9am– 11:30 am 

Church Library 
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    75th Anniversary Celebration 
November 16, 2025 

“Led and Fed by The Good Shepherd for 75 years” 



 

                                                                                                          Send Newsletter Information to secretary@gslok.org                        4 

 



 

                                                                                                          Send Newsletter Information to secretary@gslok.org                        5 



 

                                                                                                          Send Newsletter Information to secretary@gslok.org                        6 

 



 

                                                                                                          Send Newsletter Information to secretary@gslok.org                        7 



 

                                                                                                          Send Newsletter Information to secretary@gslok.org                        8 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

LCMS Stewardship Ministry — lcms.org/stewardship  

Newsletter Article —September 2025 

 

 

 

“The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it”  
(Genesis 2:15).  
Genesis chapters one and two are familiar to us. We know them best as the 

Creation Account. Chapter one is where we hear the familiar, “let there be…

and there was” directives. Chapter two gives us the account of Adam (the 

man) being formed from the “Adamah” (the dust) and becoming a living being 

when he receives the breath of life in his nostrils. Because of this, it would be 

quite easy to simply lump these two chapters into the category of creation  

accounts. 

 

But do not be too hasty in this! While these two chapters do faithfully relate to 

us the account of creation, they also give us the creation of the “office” of 

steward. The man, created in the image of God in Genesis 1 and formed from 

the dust in Genesis 2, is created for a distinct purpose. 

 

He is created to be a steward of the perfect and beautiful creation that 

the Lord has made! In fact, this is THE reason that man was made.  

He — and we — were created in the image of God to be stewards of  

God’s creation. 

 
This purpose is spelled out in verse 15 of Genesis 2. The steward has one job, 

with two purposes. It is fitting that in the month that our nation marks Labor 

Day, we consider the task of steward. The first purpose of the job of steward 

is to work. The steward is the caretaker of the Garden. Being a steward is 

work! Before the fall into sin, this was not an onerous task. But it was an ac-

tive thing. 

 

Imagine being a farmer in the Garden of Eden! Work would be only harvest. 

No plowing. No planting. No cultivating. No weeding. The perfect garden that 

the Lord had made would simply produce automatically to provide for man, 

woman, and all living beings! 

 

Work and Keep  
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But there is a second task in verse fifteen. The word “keep” is not just a syno-

nym for work. This second task is related to defending. This garden, holy by  

virtue of its being called into existence by a holy God, needed to be defended.  

 

Here is where the vocation of steward becomes priestly. The steward was to 

defend the perfect and holy garden from that which was unholy. Later in the 

Old Testament, this was the task of the priests in the tabernacle and temple. 

They were to defend with their lives the Holy of Holies. This too is the labor of 

stewardship. It is a labor that calls the steward to be willing to put the garden 

before life! 

 

Stewardship was always work. It only got burdensome after the original stew-

ard, Adam, failed to defend the garden from the alien word of the serpent. But 

this was not a failure of harvest. It was a failure to defend the garden!  

As a result, all work that followed that failure became burdensome. 

 

The steward failed but was never fired. That is why we have such an issue with 

stewardship to this day. We continue to live out a pre-fall vocation in a fallen 

world as failed stewards. That is why we in the church need to be reminded of 

our vocational call to be stewards. We so easily forget that this world is not 

ours to do with as we please. Nothing is ours. We are but stewards entrusted 

with managing the creation for the glory of God and the benefit of the  

neighbor.  

 

It is a daunting task. But it is the one to which we have been called. We cannot 

do it on our own. Apart from the grace of God shared with us through Jesus, 

we would be burdened to the point of temporal and eternal death. But the Ho-

ly Spirit calls us by the Gospel! This Gospel connects us to the fertile garden 

of Christ’s Work on our behalf. Now we are stewards of that grace! The Holy 

Spirit works this in and through us today and every day.  

 

This is the work of the church. It is also the work of the individual steward. 

The Lord has placed us in the “garden” with the same twofold purpose: work 

and keep! Enjoy your labor.  

 

 

 For in the Lord, our labor is never in vain!  
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Bible Study – Be Not Afraid (Sarah Jensen, September 7 & 14, 2025) 

Isaiah 43:1-2  “But now, this is what the Lord says – he who created you, Jacob, he who formed you, Israel: 
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name; you are mine. When you pass through the 
waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk 
through fire, you will not be burned (consumed); the flames will not set you ablaze.” 

 

“Be Not Afraid” (Choral Anthem by Craig Courtney, available on You Tube)  

https://youtu.be/Vo-kaxBkVHM?si=-EQlsT0p5BKIzPpu 

 
“Be not afraid, for I have redeemed you, 
Be not afraid, I have called you by name, 

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
When you pass through the flood it will not sweep o’er you; 
When you walk through the fire, you will not be consumed; 

You are mine, you are precious in My sight! 
My love for you is everlasting, 

My love for you shall have no end” 
Be Not Afraid! 

 
1. Isaiah 41:10   “So do not fear, for I am with you. Do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will 

strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.”  
2. Joshua 1:9  “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be 

discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” 
3. Phil 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 

4. Psalm 23:4  “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for 
you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.” 

5. Fear —> A Natural Human Emotion —> helps  us “survive” by Avoiding Danger - Focusing on 

“Red Flags” 

 

Questions: Why doesn’t our good Almighty God prevent catastrophes and tragedies or give us a “heads 

up” to get away from disasters? 

6. Why were 27 young girls swept away in the Texas Hill Country Floods? (July 2025) 

7. Why did a shooter kill 2 children & injure so many others, while they prayed & worshipped at 

Annunciation Catholic Church in Minneapolis, MN 2 weeks ago? 

8. Why was my lawn mowing guy, Jeremiah with Ribbit Lawn Care, caught in the middle of a fire-

storm of bullets in Del City last weekend? He’s on Facebook, questioning his faith in God. 

9. Why was Charlie Kirk assassinated while speaking the name of Jesus Christ at a college campus in 

Utah on 9/10/2025? 

10. Is God “saving” our physical body or “saving” our eternal souls? 

https://youtu.be/Vo-kaxBkVHM?si=-EQlsT0p5BKIzPpu
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What makes us fearful or afraid? anxious? 

 

11. World Wide in 2025 #1 fear à Crime and Violence (32% throughout 30 countries) 

12. Inflation à (31%) 

13. 2025 is a “rare” year —> a “perfect square year”(45 x 45 = 2025) and has been preceded by: 

a. Pandemic, wildfires, flooding, widespread feeling of unease and anticipation about poten-

tial political, economic and environmental challenges 

b. Anticipate the coming of the “End of the Age” —> Jesus’ Return 

 

Kinds of Fear - Consequences & Condemnation 

What makes us fearful? afraid? anxious? Common Fears (phobias) à can cause Panic Attacks 

Acrophobia – fear of heights, falling  Glossophobia – fear of public speaking 

Claustrophobia – fear of enclosed spaces (trapped in an elevator) I’ve experienced – Have you? 

Aerophobia – fear of flying  Fear of Animals (including: bats, sharks, wasps, mountain lions) 

Arachnophobia – fear of spiders   Ophidiophobia – fear of snakes    

Fear of going to a Dentist/Doctors (iatrophobia) Fear of Change 

Fear of not being good enough   Fear of the Unknown 

Fear of Crowds  Driving   Fear of Failure 

Fear of Physical Harm Fear of Thunder/Lightning  Falls (falling off bed during sleep) 

Darkness  Blood, injury, broken bones, ladders  

Extinction – Death, Abandonment (separation, rejection, isolation, loss) 

Disappointing others  Inadequacy; not measuring up to expectations, being incompetent, failing 

Feeling left out  Social Anxiety Mutilation Shame, humiliation, loss of self 

Loss of Autonomy – being controlled, trapped, or loss of freedom (going to nursing home/hospital) 

 

 

God encourages us to trust Him. Jesus paid the price to show us how much He Loves Each of Us. 

We are Children of God – “Be Not Afraid, even in the midst of trials and tribulations; He is with us” Amen! 

John 4:18 “There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and 
whoever fears has not been perfected in love.” 
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Are you Handing out Candies? 
    

TRAIL LIFE 

 & AHG 
 
 

WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR 

HELP GIVING OUT 

TROOP FLYERS 

ALONG WITH YOUR CANDY! 
 

For more info contact: 405.831.7358 

or flyers will be at the office!  
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October 

 
2025 

 

     Happy Anniversary 

BAPTISMAL ANNIVERSARIES  

10/16  Royce & Marla Junghanns       
 

10/20 Jaqueline & Michael Dusavitch     

10/1     Elaine Fast   
10/13   Deb Oliver 
10/30   Judy Pendley  

10/5  Sue Ogle 
10/7  Bill Harke 
10/10  John Powell 
10/12  Judy Pendley 
10/13 Taneya Dossey 
10/13  Joy Parker 
10/17 Hayden Bowen 
10/18  Ellanie Fields 
10/18  Joshua Guillotte 
10/19  Katie Parker 
10/21  Brent Billins 
10/23  Vic Ewing 
10/25  Alaina Williamson 
10/28  Zoey Dossey 
10/31  Nathan Pierce 
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