
_
%

(ri1
—

notgetting
enough

sleep. N
ow

w
e

This, too,is w
hy

itisso
im

port-

S
tay

A
w

ak
e

Itw
as

a
norm

al,
uneventfulday.

I
w

as
unloading

m
y

dishw
asher

and
looking

out
m

y
kitchen

w
indow

iW
o

ofm
y

children
w

ere
rightthere

w
ith

m
e,

and
m

y
husband

w
as

upstairs.
-Suddenly,

there
w

as
a

brightflash
in

the
sky.

Isaw
Jesus

descending
from

heaven!
In

a
high-pitched

voice,
Ishouted,

“M
y

Lord!”
Suddenly,

I
w

hirled
up

into
the

air,justa
few

feet
above

the
place

I’d
been

standing.
Ilooked

dow
n

at
m

y
children,

w
ho

w
ere

standing
there

looking
up

at
m

e
w

hile
m

y
dishw

asher
stood

open.
Iyelled

m
y

daughter’s
nam

e,
and

before
Icould

callfor
m

y
husband

to
tellhim

w
hat

w
as

happening,
Iw

oke
up.N

eedless
to

say,
itw

as
a

very
vivid

dream
.

E
ven

though
itw

as
a

couple
of

years
ago,

itw
as

so
vivid

thatIoften
still

think
about

it.Iw
onder,

like
m

any
ofus

do,
ifJesus

w
illreturn

during
m

y
lifetim

e—
notjustin

m
y

dream
s,but

w
hile

I’m
yetaw

ake.
A

nd
that

is
w

hatw
e

are
called

to
do:

Stay
aw

ake.

B
ut

concerning
that

day
or

that
hour,

no
one

know
s,

not
even

the
angels

in
heaven,

nor
the

Son,
but

only
the

N
ew

s

N
o
v
em

b
er2

0
2
1

Father.
Be

on
guard,

keep
aw

ake.
For

you
do

not
know

w
hen

the
tim

e
w

ill
com

e.
Itis

like
a

m
an

going
on

a
journey,

w
hen

he
leaves

hom
e

and
puts

his
servants

in
charge,

each
w

ith
his

w
ork,

and
com

m
ands

the
doorkeeper

to
stay

aw
ake.

T
herefore

stay
aw

ake—
for

you
do

not
know

w
hen

the
m

aster
ofthe

house
w

ill
com

e,
in

the
evening,

or
at

m
idnight,

or
w

hen
the

rooster
crow

s,
or

in
the

m
orning—

lest
he

com
e

suddenly
and

find
you

asleep.
A

nd
w

hat
I

say
to

you
Isay

to
all:

Stay
aw

ake.
(M

ark
13:32—

37)

Y
ou

see,
w

hat
happened

in
m

y
dream

w
ill

one
day

happen
in

reallife.
This

is
the

prom
ise

thatw
e

w
aitto

see
ftilfiiled.Jesus

is
certainly

com
ing

back,
and

since
w

e
don’tknow

w
hen

H
e’llcom

e,
w

e
are

told
to

stay
alertfor

H
is

com
ing

and
to

be
ready

w
hen

H
e

arrives.
Itsounds

like
a

tall
order.

Be
ever

w
atchful?

A
s

parents,
w

e’re
already

C
ontinued

need
to

be
ready

at
any

m
om

ent?
Take

heart.
R

esteasy.
O

ur
Lord

is
so

good
that

H
e

p
ro

‘ides
a

w
ay

foryou
and

your
children

to
alw

ays
be

ready
and

aw
ake

for
H

is
com

ing.
H

e
has

given
yoti

H
is

W
ord,

and
H

e
never

stops
talking.

H
e

keeps
us

endlessly
reassured

ofH
is

forgive
ness

and
love

forus,
and

has
even

setpeople
in

our
lives—

our
pastors—

to
proclaim

H
is

W
ord

to
us

regularly.
H

e
gives

us
the

sustenance
w

e
need

to
keep

our
energy

up.
In

H
is

H
oly

Supper,
w

e
are

nourished
in

body
and

soul,
so

thatw
e

w
ill

have
the

strength
to

departin
peace.

ant
to

care
forour

children’s
spiritual

w
ell-being

w
ith

gusto.
W

e
know

that
itis

m
ore

profitable
for

our
children

to
lose

som
e

sleep
on

a
Sunday

m
orn

ing
to

receive
G

od’s
gifts,

w
hich

w
ill

help
keep

them
aw

ake
to

be
w

atch
ftil

for
H

im
.

T
hankfully,

w
e

don’tdo
these

things
alone.

W
e

are
setin

fam
ilies,

including
church

fam
ilies,

nudging
each

other
to

stay
aw

ake.A
nd

thanks
be

to
G

od
that

itisn’t alljusta
dream

.
O

ursalvation
in

C
hristis

very,
very

real,
and

soon,
w

e
w

illsee
itw

ith
our

ow
n

eyes.
-

G
ood

f
o
r

fam
ilies

A
uthor;

D
cs.

lennifer
L.

M
iller

S
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from
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EM

’
B

ible
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H
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E
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5
th

A
n

n
iv
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E

d
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n
by

M
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M
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Sim
on

M
ake

“Jesus
tim

e”
the

best
part

ofany
children’s

day.
H

elp
children

draw
closer

to
their

Savior
w

ith
tw

enty
different

child-friendly
devotions

each
m

onth
ofthe

year.
E

ach
devotion

com
es

w
ith

a
Scripture

verse
and

prayer
to

get
children

interacting
w

ith
the

W
ord

and
praying

to
G

od
as

early
as

they
can

read.

E
ach

devotion
centers

around
a

different
them

e,
rel

evant
to

the
m

onth,
and

m
any

ofthem
include

a
fun

illtistration.
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