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The first issue that naturally comes to mind to many Christians 

when hearing the phrase “Choose life!” is that of abortion, 

which chooses death, not life. And indeed, never should our 

witness to God’s gift of life be silenced! Beyond that, however, 

are all the other choices we make in our struggles between 

God’s good and gracious will for all and the universal disability 

of sin that constantly attempts to lead us away from God and 

His call to life. But God’s Word gives us the assurance that 

because our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ has chosen to take 

our suffering and death into Himself by His cross, all who are 

baptized into His saving death are given the power of faith to 

love God and pursue His ways of life 

according to His good and gracious 

Law and Gospel. Blessed is the man 

whose “delight is in the law of the 

LORD” (Psalm 1:2). 

 

In the explanation of the Small 

Catechism, we are taught that the Law 

of God serves three purposes. First, as 

a curb, the Law helps to control violent 

outbursts of sin and keeps order in 

the world. Second, as a mirror, the Law accuses us and shows 

us our sin. Third, as a guide, the Law teaches us Christians 

what we should and should not do to lead a God-pleasing life. 

Notice that the third use is for “us Christians,” that is, those 

who have been freed from the Law’s curse by faith in Christ. In 

that faith we discover God’s love reflected even in His Law. So 

the Psalm teaches us to pray, “Oh how I love Your law,” and 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path” (Psalm 

119:97, 105). Today we receive that light and love to follow our 

Lord Jesus, the way, the truth, and the life. 

 

                                                   — Pastor Simpson 
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 September School Events  

 

1 Labor Day / NO SCHOOL 
5 Pep Rally 2:45p-3:15p / School Gym 
19  Professional Development Day / NO SCHOOL 
26   Doughnuts with Grown-ups 7:30a-8:15a / School 
Gym 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

“ Be Not Afraid ”  

(Pastor & Sarah)  
Joint Adult Bible Study 

 
      In Fellowship Hall 0915 am,  
         Sunday after Labor Day.  

 

        It will be “Note Worthy” 

 Craft Bazaar! 

September 27th, 2025 
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Family Life Center 
Exhibit Booths $40.00 ea. 

Rehearsals Thursdays          

This Photo by 

Good Shepherd’s First Annual  

Bazaar/Craft Show:  

September 27th 

We’re collecting small white  

elephant items for a booth—

please, no clothes! 

Place your contributions in the 

box provided in the church 

library by Wednesday,  

September 24
th
.  Thank you 

75
th
 Anniversary Committee 

White Elephant Donations Needed 

 
Rehearsals 

Mondays at 6:15p 

https://freepngimg.com/png/34505-white-elephant-free-download
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    75th Anniversary Celebration 
November 16, 2025 

“Led and Fed by The Good Shepherd for 75 years” 
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You are Invited to a Watch Party and Special Viewing of 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Truth Rising: A Call to Clarity and Courage 

We are living in a defining moment—one where truth is under attack and confusion reigns. Truth 
Rising, a new documentary from Focus on the Family and the Colson Center, exposes the cul-

tural forces shaking the foundations of faith, identity, and morality. Through powerful stories and 
expert insight, this film shows how ordinary believers are making an extraordinary impact by 

standing firm in truth. 
 

Come join us for this watch party. Additional small group studies will be held during upcoming 
Adult Midweek Bible Studies as we seek clarity, courage, and a Christ-centered path forward. 
Visit TruthRising.com to learn more. 
 
 
WHEN: Friday, September 5th, 2025 

WHERE: The Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 
  Fellowship Hall 
TIME: 5:30 p.m. Lite Supper  
    (provided by 75th Anniversary Committee) 
  6:00 p.m. Truth Rising 
    Documentary Film Presentation  

RSVP: Please RSVP by signing the sign-up sheet in the Church Narthex  
                           or in the Fellowship Hall  
 
 

Come join us!  See you there! 
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Daily Devotions from Lutheran Hour Ministries  

 

 

 

 

 

Luke 12:49-53 – [Jesus said:] “I 

came to cast fire on the earth, and 

would that it were already kindled! I 

have a baptism to be baptized with, 

and how great is My distress until it 

is accomplished! Do you think that I 

have come to give peace on earth? 

No, I tell you, but rather division. For 

from now on in one house there will 

be five divided, three against two 

and two against three. They will be 

divided, father against son and son 

against father, mother against 

daughter and daughter against 

mother, mother-in-law against her 

daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law 

against mother-in-law.”  

 

It must have been hard on Jesus, 

knowing that His coming was going 

to create the worst disunity the 

world has ever seen. Listen to what 

He says: “From now on in one house 

there will be five divided, three 

against two and two against three.” 

It will be this way till the end of the 

world, as people hear the Gospel 

and make up their minds about Je-

sus—will they believe in Him? Will 

they even tolerate the people in 

their family who do believe?  

 

Or will they throw them out and  
refuse to speak to them, ever again?  
 

 

Blessed are you if you have a family 

where everyone trusts in Jesus—

because that kind of peace is rare in 

the world. In my own congregation 

right now, a man is losing his home 

because he is a Christian, and his 

family is throwing him out. Of course 

the church will care for him—we’ll 

never let him go on the streets!—but 

he’s grieving for the family he loves, 

who refuse to listen to a word about 

Jesus—and who’s to say that they 

ever will? We can only pray.  

 

This is the reality Jesus was facing 

as He walked steadily toward the 

cross. He knew that His own suffer-

ing was just the beginning. Through 

His own torture, death, and resur-

rection, Jesus would break the pow-

er of evil and give real, everlasting 

life to everyone who trusts in Him. 

But those same  beloved people will 

go through suffering just as Jesus 

did—because, as Jesus tells us,  

 
“A servant is not greater 
than his master, nor is a 
messenger greater than the 
one who sent him” (John 
13:16b).  

"Prince of Pieces"  
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And so, even today, Jesus’ church is 

made up of bits and pieces—children 

of anti-Christian parents, parents 

whose children have left the faith, 

spouses sitting alone. We grieve. 

And yet, it’s okay! Because though 

we may be in pieces, Jesus is build-

ing something new out of us—a new 

unity He calls His body, the church. 

We may have lost everything we had 

before Jesus claimed us; Jesus will 

replace our losses, He says, a hun-

dred times over (see Mark 10:29-

30). In His church we discover new 

people to love and take care of—

many of them people we would nev-

er have dreamed of noticing before 

Jesus brought us close to Him. And 

always we keep praying for those we 

first loved, that they may finally 

come to faith through God’s good 

mercy.  

 

 

 

WE PRAY: Dear Jesus, You 

know I’m grieving for 

[name and name], who do not be-

lieve in You. Please bring them to 

faith. Amen. 

Reflection Questions: 

1. How can Christian faith lead to 

disunity in a family? 

 

2. Have you seen this in your own 

experience? 

 

 
3. What comfort does Jesus give to 

those of us who have lost relation-

ships we cherished because of Him? 

 

Today's Readings: 

1 Chronicles 10-12 

1 Corinthians 8  

This Daily Devotion was written by Dr. Kari Vo. 

It hurts to be in pieces; 
and yet, we have hope. 
Jesus will make us 
whole in Him—no  
matter how long it 
takes. 
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September 27th, 2025 
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Family Life Center 
Exhibit Booths $40.00 ea. 

 
If interested in having an exhibit or need additional  

information, contact:  Paula Anderson, 405-642-7622 
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MIDWEEK FELLOWSHIP SCHEDULE 
2025-2026 

8/22/2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meal Preparation and Serving Note: Those hosting the meals are asked to exclusively serve an open container or unwrapped food items.  
Guests are to be discouraged from helping themselves to any food offerings that are unwrapped or unboxed or unsealed. 

Thank you for understanding this protocol in the age of the virus. 
 

If you have any questions, concerns, or comments about this schedule, or need some help with the menu and setup contact either: 
 

Speakers’ Committee:  Marguerite Christman (mchrist721@aol.com, 405-737-8289), 
   Brenda Williamson (johnsonbr55@gmail.com, 405-771-3546) 
 
Menu Committee:  Gail Marlatt -- 817-675-5418 
   Dana Johnson – 405-412-0296  

DATE 
  

TOPIC  (6 p.m.) 
   God in Worship 
 Friday TRUTH RISING (Global Premiere) 
   TRUTH RISING 
   TRUTH RISING 
   TRUTH RISING 
   TRUTH RISING 
   TRUTH RISING 
    Nurturing Your Faith: Life to the Full 
    Nurturing Your Faith: How Sheep Find Home 
    Nurturing Your Faith: The Spirit of Youth 
   Alien Abduction 
   Evolution’s Achilles’ Heels 
   God’s Intentions for Science 
 Thanksgiving Break   
 Advent MW 1 Science as Sub-creation 
 Advent MW 2 How Theology Gave Birth to Modern Science 
 Advent MW 3 Science Serves Our Neighbors 
 Christmas Break   
 Christmas Break   
   Science, Beauty, and God’s Handiwork 
   Defending the Faith with Science 
   Extrasensory Perception (ESP) 
   Paranormal and psychic phenomena 
   Astrology 
   Meditation and contemplation 
 Ash Wednesday Wicca 
 MW Lent 1 Health practices such as yoga and crystals 
 MW Lent 2 The relationship between faith and science 
 MW Lent 3 Scientific cosmologies 
 MW Lent 4 The origin of life 
 MW Lent 5 Extraterrestrial life 
 Holy Wednesday   
 Easter Break   
   Contact with aliens 
   The Gospel and the end 
   And You’ll Be Like God 

May   67   In the Beginning God Created 
13   The Stem Cell Revolutions 
20 Midweek Ends The Valley of the Shadow of Death 

mailto:mchrist721@aol.com
mailto:johnsonbr55@gmail.com


 

                                                                                                          Send  Newsletter Information to secretary@gslok.org                     17 

 

 

 

 

     Happy Anniversary 

    September 
        2025 

BAPTISMAL ANNIVERSARIES  

9/2    Emily Harke 
9/4    Ethan Norton 
9/5    Janet Quiram 
9/6    Sandi Snelling 
9/6    Connie Grant 
9/13  Markus Carroll 
9/21  Marc Powell 
9/24  Steve Hamlin 
9/24  Natalee Norton 
9/26  London McNair 
9/27  Elaine Fast 
9/28  Zach Guillotte 
9/30  Dana Johnson 

9/2    Oktok Eakes 
9/2    Josh Grundmann 
9/2    David Jensen 
9/6    Carroll Dinse 
9/6    Dean Helberg 
9/8    Mike Moore 
9/11  Andy Anderson 
9/16  Elise Webb 
9/16  Taylor Williamson 
9/20  Adrianne Bontempo 
9/27  Janet Quiram 

9/3    David  & Marilyn Alsip 

9/16  Vic & Denise Ewing 

9/18  Ron & Judy Pendley Happy Birthday 
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