

Arthropod Vocab  List

[image: image1.jpg]


ARTHROPOD VOCABULARY LIST
From Flinn Scientific Arthropod Classification Kit

Abdomen

The region of the body that contains organs.  Normally the posterior section of the body or behind the thorax.

Adaptation


A structure or structures used with a special environment; process by which an organism fits into the environment in which it lives.

Antenna

A sensory appendage found on the head of insects, myriapods, and crustaceans.

Anterior


Pertaining to the front or head of an organism.

Appendage


An extension of the body that projects out of the main part of the body.  

Aquatic


Living in fresh water.

Arthropods

Animals with jointed appendages and exoskeletons.

Carapace


A protecting shell-like covering of the cephalothorax.

Carnivorous


Consumes or feeds mostly on animals.

Caste


A specialized group of social insect.

Cephalothorax


A fused head and chest (thorax) area.  In spiders, legs are attached to the body segment.

Chelicera


A poisonous fang or claw-like appendage in arachnids.

Chelipeds

A large, pincer appendage found on crustaceans.

Chitin


A hard substance found in the exoskeleton of arthropods.

Cocoon


The protective “covering” or case for a developing pupa, also called chrysalis.

Compound Eye


An eye made up of many lenses or light-sensitive units.

Dorsal


Pertaining to the top or back part of an organism. 
Exoskeleton


A hardened outer protective covering, an exterior skeleton.

Herbivorous


Consumes or feeds mainly on plants.

Larva


 The immature stage of some insects as they progress through metamorphosis.

Mandible


A chewing jaw.

Metamorphosis


A series of structural changes in an organism as it transforms from egg to adult.

Molt


To change an exoskeleton, to shed the outer layer as a periodic part of growth.

Naiad


An immature stage in the incomplete metamorphosis of an aquatic insect.

Nymph

An immature stage in the gradual metamorphosis of terrestrial insects that resembles the adult.

Pedipalp


A pair of appendages on spiders and scorpions used for sensory functions and for catching prey.

Pheromone


A chemical released by an animal that influences the behavior of other animals.

Posterior


Pertaining to the hind or rear part of an organism.

Pupa


An immature stage in insect metamorphosis during which the insect appears inactive and undergoes complete transformation into an adult of the species

Simple Eye


An eye that detects light but cannot “see” images.

Terrestrial


Living on land.

Thorax


The chest portion—the portion of an arthropod that contains the legs and wings, if present.

Viviparous


Animals that give birth to live young which develop within their mothers’ bodies.
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