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INSIDE THIS SEASON’S ISSUE:

Upcoming Meetings/Events
Our Advent Worship Series
Christmas in New Market
New Building UPDATES
Look back on Trunk or Treat!
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PASTOR'S NOTE
Lef1old!

And the angel said unto them, Fear nol. for, 6e/tol, I b6ring you good (idings
of greatl joy, whicl shall be to all people. For unio you is born this day in the
ctty of David a Savior, which is Chirist the Lord.

As | write this, it seems almost impossible to think that the time change, Thanksgiving, and the
Advent season are standing on our doorstep, demanding attention. The time change is a
blessing and a curse—an extra hour of sleep. It is nice to think that instead of staying in bed
until 8 o’clock, it is only 7 o'clock, and we snuggle down into the covers a little more deeply.
The downside is the nights get longer earlier, and there is the possibility that we may
experience depression. The longer nights of winter remind us of the need for the arrival of the
Savior, the light of the world. Isaiah 9:2 says it well: “The people walking in darkness have
seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned."

The joy and stress of Thanksgiving is rapidly approaching with family and friends gathering
around the table and the possible drama from those same people fighting over a turkey leg.
What can | say? A loving God has redeemed and renewed us, making us complicated
individuals.

Then the Advent season and Christmas come with blinding speed. We can feel overwhelmed,
exhausted, and yes, sometimes underwhelmed. During this last part of the year, | would like to
encourage everyone to just “Behold!” Webster's defines behold as this: see or observe (a thing
or person, especially a remarkable or impressive one). Take time to see. Take time to be in the
moment. Take time to breathe. Clear out all the busywork that does not matter and
concentrate on the things that do—the people in your presence on any day. Stop looking at
your phone and behold the wonders of children, parents, grandparents, friends, and neighbors.
They are the true miracle that has been made possible by the love of God. In just a few weeks,
we will remember and immerse ourselves in the truth that God became one of us . . . not to
condemn us, but to love us, through God’s Son. Now that is something truly to behold!

Pastor Scott






