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PASTOR'S NOТЕ

"Keep your loins girded and your lamps burning."  Luke 12: 35

I have always had a soft spot in my heart for the biblical

phrase "gird your loins". It sounds amusing to me, but the

meaning is anything but. In the Ancient Near East, everyone

wore long, flowing robes with a sash about their waist. This

apparel was adequate for sashaying around, a walk around

the pool, a browse through the marketplace, trolling Facebook

-basically, any mindless non-exerting task. However, when it

was time to get moving, when it was time to act, when it was

time to be ready and expectant of a rigorous battle or journey,

the ancient biblical leaders were told by God to "gird your

loins." The process involved hiking the hem of their robes and

placing the excess material into their sash, almost like creating

a pair of shorts so they could move quickly and efficiently...

as one prepared to make a difference. You would not wear a

robe to the gym, nor would you don a robe for a run.

I think we often approach our Christian discipleship as if we

are wearing long, flowing robes. I ask you to meditate on your

own discipleship. Are you involved? Are you ready? Do you

have purpose? Are you trying to achieve something larger than

yourself?

For over 5 years, your church leadership has been in a

perpetual state of "girding their loins." Through their hard work

and selfless dedication, we are on the cusp of embarking on a

project that is larger than any individual and church. It is a

project that we believe will continue the inbreaking of the

Kingdom of God in our ministry setting at New Market for

many years until Christ returns.

I thank everyone who has given of their time and monetary

resources to make the New Ministry Center a reality. We thank

those who have made a monetary commitment pledge to

make this dream of a new ministry center possible. We thank

those who have not made a commitment pledge yet but have

contributed to the new ministry center fund.

To reach our goal of 100% funding, we will need

the entire congregation to be active in this venture.

The first step in this venture is to get the building

built. There will be plenty of opportunities to

volunteer with your physical presence. What is

needed now is monetary resources.

The question I place before you is: can you "gird

your loins" to be an active participant in this dream

becoming a reality? Are you content to be a

spectator, or do you want to be on the field with

your time, your monetary resources, or both, so that

the church can reach its financing goal to proceed

with the New Ministry Center project this year?

In this newsletter, you will see the progress

accomplished by the VAL and Generosity Teams;

also included are the funding deficit and the

challenges we face. Please consider how you can

become a part of making this God-dream a reality.

Together, with all our "loins girded," we can finish

the race.

-Pastor Scott
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UPCOMING WORSHIP
July 5 | Proper 9- "Interdependence Day"

Zechariah 9: 9-21, Romans 7: 15-25a COMMUNION SUNDAY

JULY 12-26: 9:30 AM SERVICE IS OUTDOORS

July 12 | Proper 10- "...Therefore..."

Genesis 25: 19-34, Romans 8: 1-11

July 19 | Proper 11- "Ascending or Descending?"

Genesis 28: 10-19a, Romans 8: 12-25

July 26 | Proper 12- "Predestined?"

Genesis 29: 15-28, Romans 8: 26-39

August 2| Proper 13- "Everybody's Wrestling"

Genesis 32: 22-31, Romans 9: 1-5 COMMUNION SUNDAY

AUGUST 9-30: 9:30 AM SERVICE IS OUTDOORS

August 9| Proper 14- "Purty Feet" VBS SUNDAY

Genesis 37: 1-4, 12-28 Romans 10: 5-15

August 16 | Proper 15- "Reconciled" BLESSING OF RHE TEACHERS/BACKPACKS

Genesis 45: 1-15, Romans 11: 1-2a, 29-32

August 23 | Proper 16- "Redeemed and Transformed"

Exodus 1: 8- 2: 10, Romans 12: 1-8

August 30 | Proper 17 "What's Your Name?"

Exodus 3: 1-15, Romans 12: 9-21


