
1 
 

 

 

 

                                                                                                 

   

 

 

 

 

 

“40 days to leave your lovers” 

That is what Lent is all about.  It is not about eating fish on Fridays, although that helps us to 

remember that we are observing a Lenten period.  It is helpful to abstain from chocolate, soda, 

snacks, tobacco, alcohol, pills or gossip, because in excess, these things are harmful to our bodies, 

unhealthy to our lives and probably unhealthy for the people we love.  We give these things up 

because they are affections, and if we are not careful, our affections can become our lovers.  

These lovers tend to get in the way of the one we are to truly love.  By the grace and mystery of 

our baptism, these 40 days we need to remember that we are betrothed to only one.  On Ash 

Wednesday and throughout Lent, we do not bring to the altar our unsightly and debilitating habits; 

this season we bring to the altar ourselves, body and soul, and confess that as a body we also 

have not been very faithful lovers. We come collectively to the altar as the church and confess 

that, as a body, we also have not been very faithful lovers.  

The fact of the matter is, most of us will flunk Lent.  I have flunked Lent in as many years as I 

have lived.  That is not true, I grew up as a Presbyterian, so I did not know what the significance 

of Ash Wednesday was.  I thought it was what Catholics did, until I became a Methodist. So, in 

these 40 days, what would you like to fast from that competes for your undivided attention to 

God, family and neighbor?  I find myself buried in my phone during downtimes, rest times, while 

waiting in line at the grocery store, etc.  This Lent, I am committed to fasting from Facebook.  

What I see there impacts me negatively.  Can I do it for 40 days?  Not sure, but I would like to see 

if my perspective on the greater world changes. I believe one of the top receivers of our affection 

is technology.  I am asking everyone to contemplate setting aside some time each week to be 

present with his/her family, friends, co-workers. Be fully present, to turn off the technology and 

contemplate how much time it might be stealing from our lives.  It may be that on Sunday 

afternoons we commit to no screens for a few hours and play a board game or break your fast 

with a movie that everyone loves.  This will be a battle, but it is worth fighting.  The battle against 

technology may be futile, but we all need to reset, repent and be aware that this will be a difficult 

journey for all of us.  The journey to the cross was made on step at a time in mindful obedience of 

our Savior, where God made us fully aware of His glory. 

 

God’s grace, and God’s forgiveness.  

Pastor Scott 
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April 

No Trustees in April 

April 6th – 8AM - Men’s Breakfast/Grange 

Setup 

April 7th – First Confirmation Class- 6PM- Online 

April 8th – 5PM – Care Team Meeting 

April 9th – 12:30PM – Circle of Friends 

April 9th – 6PM – Hope4Kids Packing 

April 9th – 7PM - SPRC  

April 13 – 9:30AM- Fly Fishing Trip 

April 15th – 6:30PM – LIFT 

April 16th – 7PM - Council Meeting 

April 29th – 7PM - Finance 

March 

March 2nd – 8AM – Men’s Breakfast 

March 5th – 7PM – Trustees 

March 10th – 9:30AM- Children’s Sabbath 

March 12th – 6PM – Hope4Kids Packing 

March 16th- 10AM – Agape Feast 

March 17th – 9:30AM – Youth Play Rehearsal 

March 19th – 7PM - Council Meeting 

March 23rd – 10AM – Easter Egg Roll 

March 24th – 9:30AM - Youth Play Rehearsal 

March 25th – 7PM – Finance 

 

Another successful Shrove Tuesday Dinner was held on February 13, when eighty-four participants 

enjoyed pancakes, grits, sausage, bacon, fruit, breakfast casseroles, monkey bread and an assortment 

of beverages. Lots of good food and fellowship! 

  

1. A new date has not yet been set for the Lasagna Dinner . . . stay tuned for this May or June 

event! 

 

2. Our next scheduled activity is the 5th Sunday Potluck scheduled for June 30.  The theme is 

picnic food and will feature hot dogs, sloppy joes, salads, and desserts.  Mark Your Calendar! 

 

3. Don’t forget to mark your calendars and sign up to help with and/or attend the Leukemia 

Research Fundraiser on Saturday, April 6 from 4-7PM at the New Market Grange Hall. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

See next page for our Holy Week and Easter Schedule! 
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Susan Stevens, Certified Lay Servant 
 

Come join us for Adult Sunday School! 
Sunday mornings at 9:30 in the Schoolhouse 

A Lenten Season 
 

In Adult Sunday School, we are on the journey to the cross with Jesus through the Lectionary. 

We are about to enter into the worship series titled Depths of Love. The Season of Lent is a 

time of self-reflection and of spiritual examination. While that is a healthy and necessary 

exercise, we don’t examine ourselves in isolation. We are invited to lay our lives alongside the 

life of Jesus. What we discover, in this examination of his life and ours, is not condemnation or 

recrimination. Instead, we are overwhelmed the farther we go on this journey with him, by the 

depths of love he has for all of us. Lent is a time for getting our spiritual house in order, that is 

true. But above all, it is an invitation to once again commit to love like Christ loves.  

As we journey through Lent consider reflecting on these questions: 

1. When I wake up on Easter Sunday morning, how will I be different? 

2. Is there a habit or sin in my life that repeatedly gets in the way of loving God with my whole 

heart or loving my neighbor as myself? How do I address that habit? 

3. Is there anyone in my life from whom I need to ask forgiveness or pursue reconciliation? 
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Certified Lay Minister, Candidate 

Update 12/23 

Susan Stevens 

 
The Certified Lay Minister 2022-2024 Cohort will be completed on February 28th. The 12 

of us who embarked upon this journey will have officially fulfilled the requirements for 

our candidacy as Certified Lay Ministers. My hope is to support Pastor Scott in his 

vision and tireless work for New Market United Methodist Church. We will continue to 

prepare to bring a Family Life Ministry to New Market United Methodist Church 

through continued prayer and guidance from the Holy Spirit. I invite you to think about 

how ministry for families could be of benefit and support to you and your family. 

Questions to consider: What does it look like to be living our lives as ambassadors of the 

Kingdom for Jesus? Are you interested in learning more about parenting skills? 

Grandparenting skills? Are you interested in friendship and recreation with other 

Christian individuals or families? What activities would be helpful to you? Would you 

like to see improvement in relationships within your family? Are you interested in 

strengthening family worship? Family Prayer? And learning about what Jesus has to say 

about families?  

 Contact me, at any time with questions and ideas, as you consider how this ministry can 

benefit you and your family!  

 Peace and joy to you!  

 Susan Stevens, Certified Lay Servant 240-277-2581   
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TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY | 10:00 AM 

This group study is led by Pastor Scott every Tuesday morning. Everyone is invited to participate, even on an 
irregular basis. Every Tuesday we meet to check in with each other, pray for each other, and study the 

upcoming Sunday's lectionary scriptures. This study is immensely valuable to Pastor Scott and helps to focus 
his preaching concentration for the upcoming Sunday. 

 
 

 

THE 1ST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH, COMMUNION SUNDAY, IS 
GENERALLY NAME BADGE SUNDAY.  

If you are attending NMUMC, there should be a name badge with your name on it. If not, please sign up for 
one on the clipboard by the badges. The name badges help Pastor Scott and the those assisting with 

Communion to easily call you by name when sharing the Lord's Supper. There are currently over 200 name 
badges so rather than put out all 200+ they have been divided into the service you usually attend - 9:30AM 
or 11:00AM. If you attend, on an irregular basis, like most of the Sunday School students, your name badge 

would be in the "More" category. (The kids and teens have a sticker on their badges.) If you switch back 
and forth between services, please find your badge from its usual service and then return it after service. 

We thank you for this extra effort that will help everyone remember your name. Both services are in need 
of volunteers to help with this ministry. Contact the church office if you are interested. 

 

 
 

 
 

WE NEED CANDY, CANDY AND MORE CANDY- AND VOLUNTEERS 

Candy donations are needed for Easter Egg Roll. The candy should be wrapped individually and small 
enough to fit into a plastic Easter egg. All donations should be dropped off at the sanctuary in the bin 
provided by Sunday, March 17th. Also, there will be a sign-up sheet in the back of the sanctuary for 
volunteers. The Egg Roll will be held at the New Market Grange and begin at 10:00AM on Saturday, 

March 23rd. Volunteers should arrive no later than 9:00AM to help set up all the stations. Thank you. 
Please contact Tonia Bennett if you can help with this important outreach activity. 
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By the Numbers 
 

Category Total Giving 
for 2023 

 January  
2024 

February 2024 

     

Deposit Total 349,945.91      29,223.05  31,260.20 

   Regular Offering* 243,896.04      24,658.05  19,546.00 

   Building Fund   32,440.00           475.00       400.00 

   Building Rental      2,534.00           300.00       174.60 

   Community Care       800.00    

   Fellowship Activities       983.35         641.60 

   Food Pantry     1,943.00           200.00       434.00 

   Holiday Flowers     1,191.00         190.00     

   Hope 4 Kids     2,230.00        2.115.00         80.00 

   Memorial Fund     4,760.00        1,145.00       300.00 

   Miscellaneous Income     3,610.79             10.00       470.00 

   Missions 
         Coffee Ministry 
         Crossroads 
         Syria/Turkey Relief 

 
      230.00 
    2,776.00 
    2,942.00 

   

         P Rico Mission Trip       3,559.00 

   Organ Fund     1,950.00             

   Outreach     2,324.73    

   Parsonage Rent   27,300.00      2,100.00 

   Pastor’s Discretionary  
        Fund 

    
    4,210.00 

           
          50.00 

       
      590.00 

   PreSchool Rent   13,825.00      2,775.00  

        

     

Online Giving Totals   23,706.73      1,828.02 Info not 
available 
as of 
2/27    
           
  

    Regular Offering*   23,145.58      1,800.00 

    Online Fees       411.95           28.02 

    Community Care         96.20   

    Holiday Flowers         53.00   

 
2023 Budget Evaluation  

 
Overall giving increased. 
Deposit Totals indicates all funds received. 
Weekly Budget Goal: 

- Funds the operation of the church budget (salaries, utilities, maintenance, programs, insurance, etc.) 
- Goal of $4,686.21/week was not met in June, July or August, resulting in a $9,159.30 shortfall of funds 

in that category.  
 
Weekly Budget Goal was met in January and February 2024. 
 

Your continued, generous giving to support the ministries and  

programs of New Market United Methodist Church  

is greatly appreciated. 
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2023 Income and Expenses 

 
 

Budget 
Line # 

Budget 
Line Name 

 
Income 

 
Expense 

INCOME 

300 Offerings (including Tithe.ly)        267,879.64              35.00 

305 Preschool Rental          13,825.00  

306 Parsonage Rental          27,300.00  

307 Building Rental            1,859.00  

310 Interest Income            7,140.40  

315 Miscellaneous Income               514.81  

320 Merchant Processing Fees               42.40 

330 Building Fund          32,440.00  

332 Memorial Fund            4,660.00  

333 Organ Fund            1,950.00  

340 Community Care               700.00            824.73 

341 Food Pantry            1,943.00         1,616.92 

345 Pastor’s Discretionary Fund            4,330.00         1,292.76 

350 Christ’s Carpenters            1,906.73            136.88 

355 Hope 4 Kids            2,230.00          3,320.00 

360 Missions            4,904.00          5,838.00 

370 Coffee Ministry               230.00          2,274.64 

376 Upper Room                   9.00  

378 New Ministry Center           6,811.98 

    

EXPENSES 

401 Pastor Compensation        100,148.04 

 Interim Pastor            4,200.00 

402 Secretary          13,952.00 

403 Music Director            9,969.48 

404 Nursery Care            3,235.00 

405 Custodian            3,978.00 

408 Payroll Taxes            2,703.15 

409 Payroll Processing                99.75 

412 Annual Conference               579.83 

416 Holiday Flowers          1,204.00           1,874.22 

417 Guest Speakers              200.00 

420 Instrument Repair/Maintenance              288.30 

421 Worship Supplies              782.23 

427 Children’s Sunday School              667.55 

428 Study Groups             194.00             387.64 

429 Youth Ministry              223.28 

430 Vacation Bible School              967.69 

431 Outreach             805.15           1,338.89 

432 Fellowship           2,500.25           1,408.42 

436 Office Supplies/Equipment                25.00           1,003.26 

437 Postage               352.00 

438 Copier Lease/Maintenance             2,459.06 

439 Telephone/Internet            3,209.91 

441 Technology            1,792.18 

442 Bookkeeping Services            3,048.45 
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2023 Income and Expenses, page 2 

 
 

Budget 
Line # 

Budget 
Line Name 

 
Income 

 
Expense 

EXPENSES continued 

447 Worker’s Compensation Insurance               486.00 

448 Umbrella Insurance              528.00 

449 Multi-Peril Insurance          11,528.00 

450 Church Electric            2,277.24 

451 Ed Building Electric            2,101.17 

452 Schoolhouse Electric            1,668.09 

455 Cleaning Supplies            1,389.93 

456 Church Fuel Oil            1,603.85 

457 Water/Sewer Hookups               557.84 

458 Lawn/Grounds Maintenance            5,703.96 

459 Salt/Snow Removal               350.00 

460 Repairs/Maintenance            3,016.00 

461 Preventative Maintenance            4,923.35 

462 Property Taxes (recycling)               210.00 

465 Inspections/Safety               161.00 

475 Conference Apportionments           22,127.04 

477 Miscellaneous Expenses: 
   AA cabinet 199.00, donation to Mt.  
   Carmel 10,000.00 

          10,199.00 

951 Capital Projects 
   Schoolhouse HVAC 29,878.48 
   Sanctuary Confidence Monitors 
2884.    
   Secretarial laptop 1,322.71 

          34,085.19 
 

    

     

    

 

In a further effort to provide transparency on how your tithes and offerings are used, the above 2023 

Income and Expense information is being provided for your perusal.  Questions or comments should be 

directed to Carole Zimmerman, the finance chair. 
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2024 Budget Approved by Church Council  

Budget 
Line # 

Budget 
Line Name 

 
2024 Allocation 

INCOME   

300 Offerings/Donations               300,000.00 

305 Preschool Rental                 11,100.00 

306 Parsonage Rental (no longer included as income for 
operating budget) 

 

307 Building Rental                   1,000.00 

310 Interest Income                   5,000.00 

320 Merchant Processing Fees (Tithe.ly)                     -550.00 

TOTAL  ANTICIPATED  INCOME, 2024              316,550.00 

   

EXPENSES   

Salaries   

401 Pastor Compensation              104,233.00 

402 Secretary                15,600.00 

403 Music Director                11,000.00 

404 Nursery Lead 
Nursery #2 

                 3,850.00 
                 1,170.00 

405 Custodian                  5,178.00 

406 Payroll Taxes                  2,700.00 

407 Payroll Processing Fees                     125.00 

TOTAL  EMPLOYEE  EXPENSES             143,856.00 

   

Leadership Equipping  

411 Laity Training & Education                    100.00 

412 Annual Conference                    800.00 

413 Lay Ministry Support                    150.00 

TOTAL  LEADERSHIP  EQUIPPING  EXPENSES                 1,050.00 

   

Music Ministries  

418 Guest Musicians                    600.00 

419 Choir Music                    500.00 

420 Instrument Maintenance & Repair                    600.00 

 Choir Robes                    500.00 

TOTAL  MUSIC  MINISTRY  EXPENSES                 2,200.00 

   

Worship Ministries  

417 Guest Speakers                     300.00 

421 Worship Supplies/Equipment                  1,000.00 

423 Flowers/Decorations                     100.00 

TOTAL  WORSHIP  MINISTRY  EXPENSES                  1,400.00 

  

Sunday School Ministries  

426 Adult SS Curriculum/Supplies 200.00 

427 Child SS Curriculum/Supplies 
Children’s SS  Snacks 

700.00 
200.00 

TOTAL  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  MINISTRY  EXPENSES                   1,100.00 

   

Discipleship Ministries  

428 Study Groups 400.00 

429 Youth Ministry 500.00 

430 VBS                   1,500.00 

431 Outreach Ministry – Committee  Chair 600.00 
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                                           - Pastor 600.00 

432 Fellowship Ministry                   1,000.00 

433 Called to Care 100.00 

TOTAL  DISCIPLESHIP  MINISTRIES                   4,700.00 

   

Administration   

436 Office Supplies 1,100.00 

437 Postage    600.00 

438 Copier Lease/Maintenance 2,500.00 

439 Telephone/Internet-Office and Video System  3,400.00 

440 Banking Fees      25.00 

441 Technology 1,906.00 

442 Bookkeeping Services 4,500.00 

TOTAL  ADMINISTRATION  EXPENSES                  14,031.00 

   

Trustees  

447 Worker’s Comp Insurance  

448 Umbrella Liability Insurance 9,000.00 

449 Multi-Peril Insurance  

450 Church Electric 2,500.00 

451 Ed Bldg. Electric 2,800.00 

452 Schoolhouse Electric 2,400.00 

455 Cleaning Supplies 1,200.00 

456 Church Fuel Oil 3,000.00 

457 Water/Sewer Hookups                        600.00 

458 Lawn/Grounds Maintenance 6,000.00 

459 Snow Removal & Salt 1,500.00 

460 Repairs/Maintenance 9,000.00 

462 Prop. Taxes (recycling)    250.00 

   

Preventive  Maintenance  

461 HVAC Filters    360.00 

 UV Water Lamps    700.00 

 Whole House Filters    300.00 

 HVAC Maintenance Contracts 4,000.00 

 Pest Control    400.00 

465 Inspections of Safety Equipment  
(Fire Extinguishers) 

   225.00 

TOTAL  MAINTENANCE/PREVENTIVE  MAINTENANCE                   44,235.00 

   

Other Expenses  

475 Mission Shares (Conf. Apportionments) 20,583.00 

477 Misc. Expenses 10,000.00 

TOTAL  OTHER  EXPENSES 30,583.00 

   

Capital Projects  

951 Capital Improvements 20,000.00 

TOTAL  CAPITAL  PROJECTS 20,000.00 

   

TOTAL  ANTICIPATED  EXPENSES, 2024               263,155.00 
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Projected Income, 2024           316,550.00 

Projected Expenses, 2024           263,155.00 
 

Budget Background/Information: 

o 2022 marked the first time in many years that a balanced budget was presented and accepted 

by the Church Council.  Prior to that time, cash flow was an issue but, thanks to your generous 

giving, that is no longer the case. 

o In just three years, the income projection has increased from $217,549.98 (2022) to $316,500 

(2024) and the expense projection has increased from $217,549.98 (2022) to $263,155. 

o In 2024, funds received from the parsonage rent is no longer included as income for the 

operating budget. 

o In January 2023, there was a total of $333,800.89 in cash assets.  Starting 2024, that figure 

has risen to $415,956.91 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A small stone chapel, open windows, a warm 
breeze, soft guitar music and JESUS, what a way 

to start your Sunday morning! 

Join Pastor Scott Clawson and/or Pastor Patty Robinson  – 

at 8:15 am, every Sunday, starting April 7, 2024, for our 

30 minute service with acoustic guitar music, sketching 

prayers and communion.  

Experience the Freshness 
 

Fairview Chapel 

6802 Boyers Mill Rd New Market, MD 21774 
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WORSHIP HELPER SCHEDULES FOR MARCH/APRIL 2024 

(If any of these times do not work out for you – contact the office)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Month Date Time Position Name Time Position Name

Acolyte Emma Roeder 11:00 AM Acolyte Ben Hanson

Lay Reader Lori Anderson Lay Reader Riley Family

Usher/Greeters Bishop Family Usher/Greeters

Elaine Nicholls and Linda 

New

Acolyte 11:00 AM Acolyte

Lay Reader Lay Reader

Usher/Greeters Usher/Greeters

Acolyte Ryan Robbins 11:00 AM Acolyte Kasey Barboza

Lay Reader Joanne Robbins Lay Reader Cindy Naugle

Usher/Greeters Robbins Family Usher/Greeters Geary Family

Acolyte Liam Turner 11:00 AM Acolyte Ben Hanson

Lay Reader Amanda Berry Lay Reader Kate Hanson

Usher/Greeters

Anderson 

Family Usher/Greeters Geary Family

Acolyte David Knight 11:00 AM Acolyte Sarah Hanson

Lay Reader Kate Wright Lay Reader Lily Hanson

Usher/Greeters Amanda Berry Usher/Greeters Geary Family

Month Acolyte Brooke Rudge Acolyte Kasey Barboza

Lay Reader

Michelle 

Matusiak Lay Reader Sarah Hanson

Usher/Greeters Lafoon Family Usher/Greeters Geary Family

Acolyte Emma Roeder Acolyte Ben Hanson

Lay Reader Chris Berry Lay Reader Doreen Bass

Usher/Greeters

Melinda 

McCollum Usher/Greeters

Elaine Nicholls and Linda 

New

Acolyte Wyatt Turner Acolyte Sarah Hanson

Lay Reader

Krista 

Romagnoli Lay Reader Kasey Barboza

Usher/Greeters Bishop Family Usher/Greeters Geary Family

Acolyte Ryan Robbins Acolyte Kasey Barboza

Lay Reader Joanne Robbins Lay Reader Marilyn Fritz

Usher/Greeters Robbins Family Usher/Greeters Geary Family

April

March

3/10/2024 9:30 AM

3/17/2024 9:30 AM

3/24/2024 9:30 AM

3/31/2024 

(Easter)
9:30 AM

9:30 AM

3/3/2024 

(Communion 

Sunday)

4/7/2024 9:30 AM 11:00 AM

4/14/2024 9:30 AM 11:00 AM

4/21/2024 9:30 AM 11:00 AM

4/28/2024 9:30 AM 11:00 AM
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If you have any special events or meetings coming up in May or June, 

 now is the time to submit the information via the church email: 

hometownchurch@comcast.net 

 

Office Hours: Tues-Thurs | 11 AM- 4 PM 

 


