ZOOM SUNDAY WORSHIP: SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2020
Opening Scripture
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
Richard Stonebraker
1 1 “‘For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will search for my sheep and look after them. 1 2 As a
shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with them, so will I look after my sheep. I will rescue them
from all the places where they were scattered on a day of clouds and darkness. 1 3 I will bring them out from the
nations and gather them from the countries, and I will bring them into their own land. I will pasture them on the
mountains of Israel, in the ravines and in all the settlements in the land. 1 4 I will tend them in a good pasture, and
the mountain heights of Israel will be their grazing land. There they will lie down in good grazing land, and there
they will feed in a rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 1 5 I myself will tend my sheep and have them lie
down, declares the Sovereign LORD. 1 6 I will search for the lost and bring back the strays. I will bind up the injured
and strengthen the weak, but the sleek and the strong I will destroy. I will shepherd the flock with justice.
20

“‘Therefore this is what the Sovereign LORD says to them: See, I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the
lean sheep. 2 1 Because you shove with flank and shoulder, butting all the weak sheep with your horns until you
have driven them away, 2 2 I will save my flock, and they will no longer be plundered. I will judge between one
sheep and another. 2 3 I will place over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he will tend them; he will tend
them and be their shepherd. 2 4 I the LORD will be their God, and my servant David will be prince among them. I
the LORD have spoken.
Centering Hymn

“Agnus Dei”

Welcome

Pastor Scott Clawson

Prayer of Confession
Richard Stonebraker
Merciful God, we get so caught up in our own lives and needs that we fail to see others for whom we might
provide some help and relief. You challenge us to feed those who are hungry and to quench the thirst of those
who are parched. You ask us to bring clothing to those who have none or for whom the clothing is inadequate for
the weather; to visit people who are sick, alone, alienated, who are imprisoned either in cells with bars or in
conditions of hopelessness and poverty that they see no way out; to welcome the stranger and reach out to those
who are marginalized; to always bring your words of healing and redeeming love. We have failed in these tasks –
we ignore the opportunities and claim that we are too busy to help, too busy to care. How this attitude must
sadden you, O Lord. You lavish your gifts upon us that we might use them for the betterment of your realm, and
we treat them as inconveniences. Forgive us, O God. Forgive us and heal our wounds of greed and selfishness. Let
us greet this day when the hope of the Reign of Christ can be made manifest and we can be part of this glorious
kingdom of peace and compassion. In Jesus’ Name, we pray. AMEN.
Words of Assurance
In the name of Jesus Christ who brings peace and hope to us, we are forgiven, healed and enabled to be part of
the ministries of compassion in God’s world. Rejoice! You are chosen and loved! AMEN.
By Nancy C. Townley, https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/8524/new-worship-connection-november-262017
Centering Hymn 131
“We Gather Together”
1. We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing;
He chastens and hastens his will to make known;
the wicked oppressing now cease from distressing.
Sing praises to his name; he forgets not his own.
2. Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining,
ordaining, maintaining his kingdom divine;
so from the beginning the fight we were winning;
thou, Lord, wast at our side; all glory be thine!

3. We all do extol thee, thou leader triumphant,
and pray that thou still our defender wilt be.
Let thy congregation escape tribulation;
thy name be ever praised! O Lord, make us free!
Thanksgiving Prayers
Gospel Lesson
Matthew 25: 31-46
Richard Stonebraker
The Sheep and the Goats
3 1 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious throne. 3 2 All
the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats. 3 3 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.
34

“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance,
the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 3 5 For I was hungry and you gave me something to
eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 3 6 I needed clothes
and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’
37

“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you
something to drink? 3 8 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe
you? 3 9 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’
40

“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine,
you did for me.’
41

“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for
the devil and his angels. 4 2 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me
nothing to drink, 4 3 I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I
was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.’
44

“They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or
in prison, and did not help you?’
45

“He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.’

46

“Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”

Sermon

“Separating the Sheep from the Sheep”

Pastor Scott Clawson

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
And so, With your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving
as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
Partaking of Communion and Invitation to Light a Candle
Closing Hymn 327
“Crown Him with Many Crowns”
Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne. Hark! How the heavenly anthem drowns
All music but its own. Awake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee, And hail him as thy matchless King
Through all eternity.
Crown him the Lord of life, who triumphed over the grave, and rose victorious in the strife for those he came
to save. His glories now we sing, who died, and rose on high, who died eternal life to bring, and lives that death
may die.
Crown him the Lord of peace, whose power a scepter sways from pole to pole, that wars may cease, and all be
prayer and praise. His reign shall know no end, and round his piercèd feet fair flowers of paradise extend
their fragrance ever sweet.

Crown him the Lord of love, behold his hands and side, those wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified.
All hail, Redeemer, hail! For thou hast died for me; thy praise and glory shall not fail throughout eternity.
Benediction

Pastor Scott Clawson

Daily Devotions:
Monday, 11/23- Deuteronomy 8:7-18
Moses is preparing the Israelites for the day when they will enter the Promised Land. They will need to remember
that they did not enter that land on their own. It is Yahweh who is bringing them into that land. How often do we
take credit for what the Lord has done for us?
Tuesday, 11/24- 2 Corinthians 9:6-15
What seeds of hope have you sown this year? What weeds of frustration and disappointment may you also have
sown? Ask God that everything you sow be sown in God’s name and God’s favor.
Wednesday, 11/25- Luke 17:11-19
Do you think that because the other nine that did not return with thanksgiving only received a temporary
healing? (The one that returned was told his faith had made him well.) Thank God today for the gift of eternal
healing that is found in our salvation.
Thursday, 11/26- Psalm 65
What sparsity of the past year has taught you to be content without? What unexpected bounty did you receive,
and have you given the Lord thanks for that bounty?
Friday, 11/27- Romans 13:11-14
Do you have moments where you felt like you have fallen asleep in the faith? What are some ways that you can
wake yourself up?
Saturday, 11/28- Matthew 24:36-44
What is the best way to keep yourself prepared for the great and terrible day of the coming of the Lord? Do you
believe this day will happen soon? Why?

Sunday, 11/29- Worship in person or online. Pick up or ask your local secretary to send you a copy of this year’s
Advent Calendar.

