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Jesus replied, “No one who puts a fiand to the plow and (0oks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.”

As | write this, our Gospel lectionary reading is
focused on Luke 9:51-62. In this passage, Jesus
is relating some hard truths about what it
means to be a follower of Him. One person has
the desire to proclaim, “I will follow you
wherever you go.” And this is Jesus’ reply:
“Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the
Son of Man has no place to lay his head.”

He said to another man, “Follow me.” But he
replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my
father.” Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury
their own dead, but you go and proclaim the
kingdom of God.” Still another said, “I will
follow you, Lord, but first let me go back and
say goodbye to my family.” Jesus replied, “No
one who puts a hand to the plow and looks
back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.”
These statements are confusing until you start
to break them down. All of us deeply desire to
have a roof over our heads, to know where our
next meal will come from, and to know that our
homes will make us feel comfortable. | believe
that Jesus is relaying to those whose desire is
to follow His teachings and practices that it will
cost you something. Probably, most of all, your
material comforts and things.

It is a natural desire of humanity to want to be
comfortable. We have been perfecting comfort
for centuries. Our pews are padded, our
sanctuaries are conditioned for consistency of
temperature, and the sermon messages are
designed to be easy to swallow. And yet, Jesus
calls us into opportunities of
uncomfortableness. He calls us to move from

our comfort zones.

because he has a new place and paradigm. He wants us to
move toward him. If you had to depend on others' kindness
to sleep in safety every night, could you imagine how much
your faith in God would grow? to rely on the goodness of
others so that you can be fed and hydrated?

In the past few weeks, volunteer needs have been listed in
our communications. There are opportunities for you to serve
in your local church, become involved, and step out of your
comfort zone from consumption to action. And yet, the
response has been unsettlingly quiet. You all have gift sets
and skills that can be utilized in all phases of life. On the
next page, you will find a list of opportunities to serve.
Please consider getting a little uncomfortable as you
volunteer for one (or more) of these ministries. You can be a
blessing to others while being blessed yourself.

Pastor Scott, 240-409-8119

Opportunities to Serve

VBS, August 4-8, 6-8 p.m. -- Leaders and Helpers needed.
Contact Donna Clawson at 301-418-0863

Outreach -- Trunk or Treat (10/25) and Easter Egg Roll
(TBD). Contact Pastor Scott

Name Tag Organizer -- 2 hours/month anytime after
communion Sunday. Contact Pastor Scott

Finance Team-- Two more members needed.
Contact Carole Zimmerman at 240-215-7083

Care Team -- Weekly card writer (cards provided).
Contact Pastor Patty Robinson at 240-441-1170

H4K Food Order Leader --
Contact Tonia Bennett at 443-472-8382

Trustees -- Two female volunteers needed.
Contact Anthony Bishop at 240-405-2378

Sunday School teachers and volunteers.
Contact Donna Clawson at 301-418-0863






